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Go, Preach  the  Gospbl Mark  ivi.  15. 

How  shall  they  peba^ch,  except  they  be  ssntI  ....  Rom.  x.  15. 

*^  '        ■  '         ■'     '  -'     I   ■'  '    -■         ■  ^""^ 

HOW  SHALL  FUNDS  BE  RAISED  FOR  BENEVOLEUT  PUR- 

VOBES'i 

At  the  present  tkne,  when  the  human  mind  is  awaking  to  greater  actiTity^ 
and  many  doors  are  opened  for  doing  good  to  men  on  a  larger  scale  than 
ever  before,  it  is  a  painful  fact,  that  the  means  of  taking  advantage  of  these 
faeitities  are  greatly  red  treed.  At  the  very  crisis  when  otn:  benevolent 
societies  should  be  free  to  obey  the  indications  of  the  divine  will,  which 
arc  beckoning  them  on  to  new  conquests,  their  operations  are  subjected  to 
the  most  embarrassing  fluctuatiotis  and  reductions. 

It  may  be  asserted  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  there  is  property 
enough  at  the  command  of  Christians,  to  carry  on  all  needed  operations 
for  the  moral  illumination  of  the  world.  Nor  will  it  be  dotibted  that  the 
furnishing  of  these  necessary  funds  to  such  institutions  as  have  been 
approved  by  the  blessing  of  God,  and  the  ordeal  of  experience,  is  a  solemn 
4nty.  The  church  has  the  means  and  she  ought  to  fwrrtish  ihem,  and  that 
too,  without  delay. 

The  great  reason  why  this  is  not  done,  is  to  be  found  in  the  want  of  intel»- 
ligent,  consistent,  symmetrical  piety.  In  some  cases,  there  is  zeal  and 
liberality  without  intelligence  and  principle.  In  others,  there  is  intelligence 
but  a  want  of  proper  feeling.  When  our  religion  shall  have  mote  com- 
pleteness, and  shall  pervade  all  our  arrangements,  and  "holiness  to  the 
Lord  "  be  written  not  only  upon  our  hearts,  but  also  upon  our  warehouses, 
our  farms,  our  capital  and  our  profits,  then  there  will^  be  no  deficiency  of 
iimds  in  the  treasury  of  the  Lord.  The  gushing  stream  of  christian  bene- 
volence will  overflow  its  banks.  Like  those  of  old  who  built  the  tabernacle, 
our  institutions  of  charity  will  say,  "  The  people  bring  much  more  than 
enough  for  the  service  of  the  work  which  the  Lord  commanded  to  make.^ 

But  we  live,  at  present,  in  a  different  state  of  things.  The  lack  of  mean« 
for  carrying  forward  the  work  of  evangelizing  the  earth,  is  alarming  to  all 
thoughtful  men.  JTo  those  who  are  accustomed  to  associate  eflfects  with  theit 
appropriate  causes,  it  is  a  serious  question  how  the  funds  are  to  be  raised 
which  are  necessary  to  sustain  and  extend  the  benevolent  operations  of  the 
church. 

VOL.  xrit.  i 
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We  take  occasion  from  the  genetal  interest  on  this  subject  to  make  a  few 
suggestions,  which,  although  they  contain  nothing  new,  may  show  the 
views  which  are  entertained  by  the  conductors  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society,  concerning  the  way  of  replenishing  the  treasury  of 
benevolence. 

1.  It  is  not  practicable  to  dispense  wholly  with  the  services  of  agents. — 
There  are  some  departments  of  every  benevolent  enterprise  which  will 
never  be  understood,  or  properly  attended  to,  unless  there  are  men  whose 
best  energies  are  devoted  to  them.  Those  facts  which  give  to  any  cause 
its  peculiar  claims  upon  the  public  attention,  cannot  be  so  well  collected 
and  exhibited  by  any  others,  as  by  those  whose  express  business  it  is  to  do 
this.  They  should  indeed  be  as  few  as  may  be  possible  without  sacrificing 
the  object.  To  multiply  agents  unnecessarily,  is  a  waste  of  the  money 
which  their  support  costs,  and  burdens  the  patience  of  the  churches  with 
too  frequent  appeals.  But  there  must  be  agents  enough  to  exercise  a  ge- 
neral superintendence  of  the  work  of  collection  in  specified  districts,  to 
prepare  and  furnish  the  information,  in  view  of  which  the  public  is  expected 
to  give  its  aid,  as  well  as  to  manage  the  wise  application  of  that  aid.  Pas- 
tors can  perform  most  of  the  work  of  agency  in  their  respective  congre- 
gations. But  experience  shows  that  amid  the  pressurie of  otherduties upon 
a  pastor's  heart,  this  is  liable  to  be  delayed  or  omitted ;  and  that  clergymen 
need  to  have  their  attention  called  to  it,  at  the  proper  time,  by  some  one 
whose  business  it  is  to  attend  to  this  particular  interest — to  have  the  requi- 
site information  furnished  them,  and  sometimes  to  be  personally  assisted  by 
living  agents,^who  have  the  preparation,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  work, 
continually  on  their  minds. 

2.  But  while  some  agents  are  necessary  to  carry  on  benevolent  opera- 
tions, no  church  should  wait  for  the  visit  of  an  agent.  Churches  should 
regard  this  work  as  their  own, — a  work  which  they  are  to  do,  whether  they 
are  asked  to  perform  it,  or  not.  They  should  see  to  it,  that  each  approved 
religious  institution  has  its  proper  share  of  aid,  and  at  the  proper  season. 
In  order  to  this,  every  congregation  should  have  a  system  of  benevolence 
— a  plan  for  calling  out  the  pecuniary  contributions  of  all  who  recognize 
the  claims  of  the  Redeemer  upon  their  worldly  goods.  And  not  only 
should  the  congregation  have  a  system  for  collecting  the  charities  of  its 
members,  but  each  member  should  also  be  systematic  in  providing  the  means 
for  his  charities.  "  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  let  every  one  of  you. 
lay  by  him  in  store  as  God  hath  prospered  him,  that  there  be  no  gatherings 
when  I  come."  "  By  this,"  says  Paley,  "  I  understand  St.  Paul  to  recommend 
what  is  the  very  thing  wanting  with  most  men,  the  being  charitable  upon 
a  plan,^^  This  single  direction  of  the  apostle  sets  forth  these  important 
principles.  (1.)  "  iJ-Pcr^/ man "  is  to  give.  (2.)  The  amount  designated 
is  to  be  "laid  by  in  store" — i.  e.  it  is  a  sacred  offering,  separated  from  the 
calls  and  contingencies  to  which  other  possessions  are  liable.  And,  (3.) 
this  consecration  is  to  be  made  at  fixed  and  frequent  intervals,  and  not  left 
to  the  wayward  impulses  of  an  unsteady  heart,  or  deferred  to  await  the 
uncertain  appeals  ©f  public  agents. 
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3.  Whatever  plan  is  pursued  in  a  given  congregation,  for  aiding  the  cause 
of  benevolence,  it  ought  to  be  alike  available  to  all  the  objects  which  are 
patronized  by  that  congregation.  To  each  cause  should  be  designated  a 
season  of  the  year,  when  it  may  have  free  access  to  the  charities  of  the 
people,  and  receive  all  that  they  propose  to  give  to  it  during  the  year ;  and 
then  it  should  stand  aside  and  give  place  to  other  objects.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, some  favorite  department  of  benevolenpe  is  allowed  to  come  before 
the  people  out  of  its  turn,  under  other  forms,  such  as  "  extra  efforts,"  at 
times  designated  for  othef  objects,  there  may  be  an  advancement  of  that 
cause,  but  it  is  by  robbing  some  sister  institution  ;  and,  what  is  worse,  the 
work  of  giving  becomes  a  matter  of  favoritism  and  impulse,  and  not  of 
principle.  That  department  will  receive  most,  not  which  needs  most,  but 
whose  agents  have  the  most  address  in  getting  before  the  people.  There 
will  thus  be  occasions  of  rivalry  and  interference  between  different  associ- 
ations. Hence,  the  arrangements  should  be  made  with  perfect  fairness 
'  towards  the  claims  of  the  various  societies ;  recognizing  those  institutions 
of  public  charity  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Spirit  of  Grod,  and  by 
the  common  sense  and  piety  of  the  churches,  and  giving  to  each  its  appro- 
priate place  in  the  attentions  of  the  people. 

4.  The  system  adopted  by  a  congregation  for  the  collection  of  charitable 
contributions  should  be  as  simple  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  attain- 
ment of  the  end.  If  it  be  not  simple,  it  will  often  be  difficult  to  set  it  in  ope- 
ration, in  the  first  instance,  and  still  more  difficult  to  keep  it  in  operation. 
Every  plan  that  can  be  devised  will  necessarily  require  watching.  The  pas- 
tor must  have  an  eye  to  the  working  of  the  machinery,  or  it  will  soon  get 
out  of  repair.  This  being  the  fact,  it  is  important  to  have  such  a  system  as 
shall  be  most  easily  managed  and  require  but  little  tending. 

5.  Another  end  which  should  be  aimed  at  in  fixing  on  a  plan  of  congre- 
gational charity,  is  the  bringing  of  the  claims  of  benevolence  before  every 
mdividuaL  The  cause  of  Christ  has,  in  our  country,  depended  too  much  on 
the  generous  donations  of  the  few,  and  too  little  on  the  steady  flow  of  mo- 
derate sums  from  the  multitude  of  his  people.  For  this  reason,  when  world- 
ly speculation  has  absorbed,  or  adversity  destroyed,  the  resources  of  tbe  more 
wealthy,  the  enterprises  of  benevolence  have  been  greatly  retarded.  We 
must  guard  against  similar  disasters  in  future,  by  expecting  more  from  the 
common  people,  and  leaning  less  upon  the  rich.  But  to  this  end,  our  ap- 
peals must  be  carried  home  to  the  consciences  of  the  mass  of  church  mem- 
bers. There  should  be  a  public  presentation  from  the  pulpit,  of  each  cause^ 
when  its  claims  should  be  made  to  stand  out  in  their  proper  magnitude.  Im- 
mediately after  this  presentation,  collectors,  male  and  female— appointed 
by  the  church,  or  by  a  committee  of  the  church— should  call  upon  individu- 
als who  are  expected  to  contribute.  Every  one  accustomed  to  respect  the 
claims  of  God's  cause  upon  his  property,  must  have  his  mind  and  heart  ex- 
ercised on  the  question,  "  How  much  ought  I  to  give  to  this  particular 
branch  of  benevolence,  the  present  year  ?"    When  this  is  done,  a  very 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


4  THE  HOfMC  MISSIOIfART.  Msff 

small  aitoeiiiit  from  each  individual  will  swell  the  aggregate  of  eoatribu' 
tfona  to  liie  treaaarj  of  the  Lord,  far  beyond  whkt  it  now  receives.  And  if 
it  be  tr«e,  that  alms-giving  is  a  means  of  grace,  and  has  its  place  in  tkeJAill 
developmea*  of  the  ehristias  eharaeter,  as  really  as  prayer,  or  any  other 
neansy  then  we  avonotat  Mberty  t»  adopt  any  plan  which  does  noldis- 
thictly  present  the  privilege  of  i^ing  is  every  conscience  in  thechttreh. 

A  mode  of  raising  funds  which  shall  embody  the  foregoing  eharaeteris- 
tics,  will  have  then,  the  following  as  its  main  features. 

First*-^A  partieular  time  of  the  year,  designated  for  each  object* 

iSecottd — Cbmmitteea,  male  and  female,  appointed  to  take  charge  of  each 
object,  and  to  make  »  personal  presentation  of  its  claims  within  the  time 
allotted  to  it. 

These  eommittees  or  collectors  may  be  appointed  in  any  way  most  agree- 
able to^  the  people  themselves^  In  some  cases,  the  paster  and  other  church  ' 
officers  designate  the  collectors,  and  see  that  their  dutres  are  performed  at 
the  proper  time.  In  others,  the  church  meets  and  resolves  itself  into  a  ge^ 
neral  society  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  charity,  and  assigns  to  par* 
ticular  persons  the  care  of  the  respective  branches  of  benevolence,  making? 
ft  their  duty  to  attend  to  the  collections,  pay  over  the  proceeds,  and  at  the* 
e»d  of  the  year  to  report  the  result. 

This  awde  of  charitable  collections  is  perhaps  the  shnplest  and  most  efii* 
•lent,  and  much  to  be  preferred  to  the  plan  of  forming  asmteiatioruj  whicb 
was  formerly  pursued.  That  plan  was  efficient  in  those  cases  where  only 
•ne  or  two  such  associations  existed  in  the  same  congregation.  But  then, 
other  objects  not  embraced  in  those  associations  were  comparatively  neg- 
lected. If,  to  avoid  this,  there  was  a  society  formed  for  each  caase,  the  num- 
ber was  so  great,  the  machinery  so  complex,  so  many  officers  were  re- 
hired, and  the  anniversao-ies  and  reports  were  subjects  of  so  much  care,  that 
they  added  a  serious  bsrvden  to  a  pastor^s  responsibilities ;  or  if  attempted 
without  his  fostering  care,  the  system  tended  rapidly  to  dissolution.  On  the 
plan  above  recommended,  this  complication  is  avoided,  while  yet  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  association  system,  viz.  the  presentation  of  each  cause 
to  individuals,  is  secured ;  and  also  provision  is  made  to  give  each  object  it» 
PROPER  TIME  Airo  ITS  PAIR  PROPORTION  \u  thc  charltics  of  the  church. 

We  see  not  why  something  like  the  foregoing  may  not  be  universaJljr 
adopted  throughout  our  country.  For  several  years,  it  has  been  in  opera- 
tion in  numerous  congregations,  with  the  happiest  success.  The  churches* 
which  have  adopted,  under  different  forms,  some  system,  for  giving  to  each 
ohjeci  SL  particular  period  of  the  fear,  and  for  carrying  it  personally  to» 
every  member,  have  not  only  exceeded  other  churches  in  the  amount  con- 
tributed, and  kept  up  their  contribiitions  during  the  season  of  general  em- 
barrassment; but  they  make  their  offerings  with  a  cheerfulness,  which 
evinces  that  there  is  that  in  the  heart  of  piety  which  can  be  touched  with 
the  claims  of  a  dying  world ;  and  that,  when  properly  applied  to,  Christiaiw 
I.OVE  to  give,  and  to  give  often  to  the  cause  of  salvatioSr 
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Mmttttm  fa^onir  i9li»nlonats  ShotUts* 

TESTIMONIES, 

Not  in  word  onlyy  but  also  in  deed  and  in  truth. 

It  is  not  a  little  grateful  to  our  feeliogs  to  receive  such  voluntary  proofs 
of  interest  in  our  work  and  its  results,  hs  are  afforded  by  the  two  following 
communications.  Amid  the  varied  trials  incident  to  the  conduct  of  a  be* 
nevolent  enterprise,  we  feel  animated  by  the  assurance  that  christian 
hearts,  separated  from  each  other  by  the  whqle  breadth  of  this  great  confi- 
dency,  one  beyond  the  "  father  of  waters"  and  the  other  on  the  Atlantic 
shore,  swell  with  the  same  desire  for  our  country's  salvation,  and  approve 
our  humble  efforts  to  advance  it ;  and  attest  their  interest  by  a  correspond- 
ing liberality. 

To  the  respected  writers,  we  would  say— Accept  our  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments ;  and  be  assured  of  a  purpose,  quickened  by  your  testimonials, 
to  rest  not,  until  we  have  done  all  that  we  can  do,  to  make  our  whole  land 
ImmannuePs.  To  our  readers,  we  would  say—Read,  ponder,  pray ;  and  do 
with  your  might,  what  your  hands  find  to  do,  to  hasteira  consummation  so 
ardently  desired  by  these  servants  of  Grod,  and  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  God 
himself. 


TESTIMONY  OP  A   LAYMAN. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  James  G. 
Edwards^  Esq,,  editoi'  of  the  Jowa 
Patriot^  to  one  oj  the  Secretaries  of 
the  A.H.M.S. 


Burlington^  Iowa  Ter. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  now  between  ten 
and  eleven  years  since  I  left  Boston, 
the  city  of  m-y  nativity,  for  the  Val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi.  Since  that 
time,  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  lost 
sight  of  the  motive  which  brought 
me  hither,  or  the  fact  that  I  was  not 
my  own.  I  know  that  motive  was  a 
good  one.  Its  perpetuity  and  omni- 
presence, however,  are  to  be  attribu- 
ted, not  to  any  intrinsic  goodness  in 
myself,  but  to  the  instrumentality  of 
the  missionaries,  sent  out  to  this  re- 
gion by  your  Society.  Ten  years  ago, 
last  November,  t  met  the  Rev.  The- 
ron  Baldwin  in  St.  LouitH,  and  aceoFm- 
panied  him  to  Jacksonyille,  the  place 


of  our  joint  destination.  From  that 
time,  I  became  acquainted  with  the 
operations  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society,  and  being  l»roiight 
in  constant  contact  with  nearly  all 
the  missionaries  sent  out  between 
1829  and  1889,  and  enjoying  the  privi- 
lege of  being  on  intimate  terms  with 
most  of  them,  I  think  myself  in  some 
measure  qualified  to  judge  of  the  ap- 
parent amount  of  good  that  has  been 
accomplished  through  their  instru- 
mentality  in  ten  short  years.  I  say 
apparent  amount  of  good,  because 
there  are  ten  thousand  infiuenees 
ciuBtering  around  and  following  in 
the  train  of  the  benevolent  efforts  of 
really  good  men,  which  will  never 
appear  until  "the  books  shall  be 
opened,"  and  the  records  of  eternity 
shall  reveal  them.  The  good  effects 
of  their  labors  in  and  about  Jackson- 
ville, are  so  well  known,  that  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon 
them.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  foun- 
dations of  Illinois  College  were  iald 
by  the  Rer.  h  M,  Eflis.  one  of  your 
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earliest  missionaries  to  that  state,  and 
the  plan  successfully  carried  out  by 
such  men  as  Baldwin  and  Sturtevanl, 
notwithstanding  manyobstacles  stood 
in  the  way,  and  many  Sanballats 
made  efforts  to  thwart  their  designs. 
That  institution,  under  the  care  of  its 
present  excellent  president,  has  al- 
ready educfated  several  young  men 
who  are  bound,  if  their  lives  are 
spared,  to  be  eminently  useful ascler- 
gymen  and  teachers.  It  has  already 
been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
state,  and  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of 
its  founders  and  friends,  I  verily  be- 
lieve streams  have  already  issued 
from  it  that  have  made  glad  the  city 
of  our  God. 

At  the  period  to  which  I  allude— 
1829— and  for  some  time  after,  the 
prejudices  of  many  of  the  people 
against  Sabbath  schools,  temperance 
societies,  colleges,  missionary  and 
benevolent  efforts  generally,  and 
Presbyterians  in  particular,  was  of 
the  strongest  kind.  Owing  to  the 
judicious,  pious  and  unremitting  ex- 
ertions of  the  missionaries  of  your 
Society,  a  perceptible  change  gradu- 
ally took  place — other  denominations 
began  to  emulate  them  in  their 
benevolent  efforts— and  now  there 
are  no  places  where  such  efforts  are 
better  understood,  or  more  highly 
appreciated,  than  in  those  parts  of  Il- 
linois, where  the  standard  of  the 
Home  Missionary  was  first  un- 
furled. And  I  believe  it  was  through 
the  influence  of  such  exhibitions  of 
pure  and  enlightened  benevolence,  as 
continually  shone  upon  them  in  the 
actions  of  the  Home  Missionaries, 
that  brethren  of  other  denominations 
were  induced  to  elevate  their  stand- 
ard of  moral  excellence,  and  prefer 
men  of  expansive  benevolent  feelings 
and  intelligence,  to  those  who  were 
wont  to  make  their  boast  that  their 
"  heads  had  never  been  rubbed  against 
a  college  wall."  If  I  am  right,  this 
should  not  be  set  down  as  the  small- 
est thing  accomplished  through  the 
instrumentality  of  your  Society. 

But  to  turn  briefly  to  the  direct  ac- 
tion of  the  missionaries.  I  can  now 
think  of  hundreds  of  souls,  who 
through  the  evident  instrumentality 
of  the  Rev.  A.  Hale,  T.  Baldwin,  the 


lamented  Dr.  Blackburn,  and  others, 
have  been  brought  from  nature-a 
darkness  into  God's  most  marvellous 
light,  and  are  now  ornaments  in  the 
fjhurch.  Some  of  these  ate  already 
in  the  ministry,  others  are  preparing 
for  the  same,  and  some  are  among 
our  most  successful  teachers. 

I  well  remember  the  first  Presbyte- 
rian camp-meeting  I  ever   attended. 
It  was  held  in  1834,  at  Bethel,  Bond 
Co.,  at  that  time  brother  Hale's  sta- 
tion.   Every  thing  was  so  orderly 
and  well  arranged— such  a  spirit  of 
prayer   prevailed   in    the    different 
camp*— that  it  seemed  actually  to 
possess  all  the  attributes  which  1  had 
pictured  to  myself,  as  belonging  to  a 
holy  convocation  in  a  holy  place. 
The  ground  was  admirably  selected 
in  a  delightful  grove.     Word   had 
been  given  out  that  Dr.  Blackburn 
would  preach  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
multitudes  from  a  circuit  of  many 
miles  attended  the  meeting;  among 
them,  some  who  had  been  converted 
under  the  Doctor's  ministry  forty- 
three  years  before  that  time,  in  Ten- 
nessee. There  were  some  also  among 
the  congregation  who  had  been  with 
him  as  volunteers  in  the  army,  while 
defending  their  country.  Many  doubt- 
less came  through  curiosity  to  hear 
the  venerable  Blackburn.   He  under- 
stood human  nature  well  enough  to 
know  this  ;  it  was  therefore  determi- 
ned that  Mr.  Baldwin  should  preach  in 
the  forenoon,  and  the  Doctor  in  the  af- 
ternoon— and  in  this  wav  those  wh© 
came  out  of  mere  curiosity  might  be 
induced  to  stay  through  all  the  ser- 
vices.   Brother  Baldwin  hesitated  to 
stand  in  the  place  of  his  venerable 
and  talented  colleague ;  but  the  Doc- 
tor insisted  and  he  consented.    To 
preach  to  such  an   immense  audi- 
ence   under    such    circumstances, 
seemed  almost  to  paralyze  brother 
Baldwin's  energies,  when  he  stood 
up  to  read  the  first  hymn.  He  seemed 
to  think  his  youth  and  inexperience 
vastly  inadequate  to  the  task.    But 
we  soon  discovered,  during  the  pro- 
gress of  his  prayer,  that  he  had  for- 
gotten himself  and  all  fear  of  man. 
The  sermon  he  preached  on  the  oc- 
casion was  one  of  his  best,  and  had 
the  effect  to  enchain  the  attention  of 
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his  audience,  throughout  its  whole 
delivery.  After  this  sermon,  Dr. 
Blackburn  administered  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper.  It  was 
truly  a  melting  time.  As  he  dwelt 
upon  former  scenes^as  he  brought 
to  remembrance  the  trying  times,  in 
which  many  then  present  had  been 
engaged  with  him  in  defending  their 
country,  and  marching  under  its  ban- 
ners— and  then  brought  to  view  the 
glorious  army  among  whom  their 
names  were  new  enrolled— the  banner 
under  which  they  now  fought — the 
difference  of  the  warfare — and  the 
Great  Captain  whom  they  now  served 
—and  who  was  sure  to  bring  them 
off  victorious — as  he  alluded  to  such 
subjects  in  his  peculiarly  happy  man- 
ner— tears  could  be  seen  to  trickle 
down  the  cheeks  of  these  old  war 
worn  veterans,  and  not  only  theirs, 
but  the  cheeks  of  all  present  seemed 
also  to  be  bedewed.  Not  an  individual 
left  the  ground  for  any  length  of 
time  during  the  intermission,  and  the 
same  congregation,  with  some  addi- 
tions, listened  to  a  most  powerful  dis- 
course from  Dr.  Blackburn  in  the  af- 
ternoon. The  meeting  resulted,  as 
you  doubtless  remember,  in  the  con- 
version of  many  souls.  O,  if  all  had 
seen  what  good  your  missionaries 
had  done  in  this  and  other  ways  in  Illi- 
nois, as  I  have,  they  would  consider 
the  money  committed  to  their  stew- 
ardship, well  employed  in  aiding  you 
in  your  labors  of  love. 

The  above  hastily  written  remarks 
were  penned  simply  to  bear  my  hum- 
ble testimony  to  what  has  been  done 
in  Illinois  by  your  Society,  and  as  a 
manifestation  of  the  love  I  bear  it. 

The  writer  of  the  foregoing  proves  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  testimony  which  be  bears,  by  an 
accompanying  subscription  of  one  hundred 
dollars  to  the  funds  of  the  Society. 


TESTIMONY   OP  A  CLERGYMAN. 

From  a  Country  Pastor^  of  Massa- 
chusetts, enclosing  a  donation  of 
$50. 

My  dear  sir:— I  am  surprised  and 
grieved  that  the  heart-affecting  state- 


ments of  fact,  and  the  soul-stirring 
appeals  to  conscience  and  christian 
sympathy,  which  fill  the  successive 
Nos.  of  the  "Home  Missionary,"  and 
the  mouths  of  your  agents,  do  not 
bring  a  large  amount  of  "freewill 
offerings"  to  your  treasury.  I  have 
not  Joseph's  cup,  and  therefore  can-* 
not  divine  in  this  matter ;  nor  will  I 
spend  a  moment  in  conjectures,  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  apparent  backward- 
ness of  the  churches  to  meet  the 
claims  of  the  cause  of  Home  Missions. 
One  thing  I  know,  without  any  divi-* 
ner's  cup  or  prophet's  vision,  viz. 
that  there  is  no  such  cause  for  this 
backwardness  as  will  stand  approved 
at  the  bar  of  God.  It  is  without  ex- 
cuse. Allow  me  to  say  this  to  yow, 
even  if  you  deem  it  improper  for  you 
to  say  it  to  the  churches.  There  is 
money  enough  and  to  spare,  at  the 
command  of  the  professed  friends  of 
Zion,  to  meet  every  engagement  you 
have  made  in  their  name,  to  the  mis- 
sionaries and  feeble  churches  of 
the  West,  and  even  to  enable  you  to 
double  the  amount  of  your  engage- 
ments, without  the  slightest  interfer- 
ence with  any  other  branch  of  bene- 
volent operation.  And,  this  money 
must  be  produced,  or,  they  who  have 
it  in  "  safe  keeping,"  will  hear  it  said 
to  them  ere  long,  with  the  most  pain- 
ful emotions—**  Give  an  account  of 
thy  stewardship."  It  cannot  be  avoid- 
ed. What  they  possess  is  the  Lord's. 
He  will  have  it.  They  must  pay  it. 
If  willingly^  it  will  turn  to  their  ac- 
count ;  but  if  w?iwiilingly,  it  must  he 
paid.  God  will  not  suffer  his  ser- 
vants, who  are  bearing  the  burden 
and  heat  of  the  day,  in  doing  the 
work  of  the  church  among  our  new 
settlements,  to  be  defrauded  of  their 
wages.  They  ask — what?  That  their 
bread  and  water  may  be  made  sure 
to  them ;  ask  less,  they  cannot — ask 
more,  they  will  not ;  and  if  they  be 
denied  this,  let  the  churchcsknow  that 
God  will  arise  and  vindicate  their 
cause.  Your  pledges  must  be  redeem- 
ed— sacredly  so.  And  more,your  pled- 
ges must  be  multiplied  and  increased, 
in  amount,  if  you  can  find  men  qua- 
lified for  the  great  work  that  remains 
to  be  accomplished.  The  conver- 
sion of  souls — the  establishment  of 
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churches— the  recoyery  of  widely 
extended  moral  wastes— the  planting 
of  the  standard  of  the  cross  on  erery 
mountain  and  hill  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  the  Pacific— the  regeneration 
of  Ihe  whole  land,  and  then,  the  con- 
version of  the  world— aW  enter  essen- 
tially aod  directly  into  your  plan—a 
plan  that  is  v>ueltf  devised,  for  God 
himself  is  its  autbpr,  and  ably  car- 
ried onward,  as  far  as  the  counsels 
and  labors  of  man  are  concerned ; 
and  shall  its  execution  be  retarded, 
(preveTvted  it  cannot  be,)  by  the  want 


of  liberality  in  the  cbur<jies?  limay 
not  be! 

Though  a  poor  man,  I  have  yet  "a 
place  where  to  lay  my  head."  and 
through  the  blessiog  of  a  good  Mas- 
ter,  somethiog  more,  a  part  of  which 
I  wish  some  hard-working  brother  at 
the  West  to  share  with  me,  through 
your  iustrumentalitv.  This  is  all 
that  money  is  good  for.  When  will 
the  churches  and  their  pastors  believe 
it? 

Yours,  affectionately, 

A  COUNTRY  PASTOR,  OP  MASS. 


Heffottn  ot  ^Innlonmltu. 


ILUNOIS. 


I^rom  Rev.  J,  P.  Stewart,  Stephen- 
eon,  III. 


SUPPORT  ASSUlffED. 


Since  my  letter  to  you.  an  organi- 
zation has  been  effected  tor  the  sup- 
port of  the  Gospel  in  this  place,  which 
has  assumed  my  entire  support  from 
the  commencement  of  the  current 
year.  This  Society,  called  the  "  Ste- 
phenson Religious  Society,"  is  com- 
posed of  about  90  gentlemen  of  this 
place,  organized  under  the  Statute 
Law  of  this  State,  with  corporate 
privileges  and  immunities.  They 
have  given  me  a  unanimous  call. 

This  town  is  rapidly  growing.— 
The  people  are  pressing  in  from  the 
Bast.  Attendance  of  public  worship 
on  the  Sabbath  is  good.  Our  school 
house  (the  only  place  we  have  for 
meetings  in  the  winter,)  is  generally 
crowded.  The  regular  attendance 
has  quadrupled  since  I  came  here. 
The  attention  given  by  the  people 
would  indicate  that  the  seed  is  sown 
in  "good  ground,"  and  my;  confi- 
dence is,  that  "  God  will  give  the 
increase." 


From  Rev.  W.  M.  King,  Plymouth^ 
Hancock  co.,  III. 

I  have  been  enabled  since  the  re« 
eeipt  of  your  kind  assistance,  to  de- 
vote more  of  my  time  to  the  at^pro^ 
priate  duties  of  the  ministry ;  and  I 
hope  that  I  have  not  labored  entirely 
in  vain.  Although  we  have  not  had 
what  we  could  call  a  revival  of  reli- 
gion, there  is  a  manifest  increase 
in  attention  to  the  means  of  grace, 
and  several  profess  to  have  passed 
from  death  unto  life.  When  the 
\^inter  set  in  in  its  severity,  my  health 
became  feeble,  and  on  one  or  two 
occasions  I  suffered  so  much  in  riding 
through  the  bleak  prairies  that  I 
was  unable  for  some  days  to  quit  the 
house,  and  once  was  confined  to  bed 
for  nearly  a  week.  I  have  aided  my 
brethren  at  several  protracted  meet- 
ings during  the  fall  and  winter,  some 
of  which  were  "  times  of  refreshing." 
There  is  at  present  a  very  interesting 
state  of  things  in  Qumcy.  Many 
have  professed  a  hope  in  Christ,  and 
many  more  are  anxiously  inquiring 
what  they  must  do. 


Prom  Rev.  B.F.Morris,  Cdrthage,llL 

It  has  now  been  eighteen  months 
since  I  began  ofllcially  as  a  pastor  to 
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preach  to  this  ebureh.  During  thm 
period,  there  has  been  an  unusuai  de- 
gree of  harmony  and  good  feeling 
existing  between  the  members  and 
myself.  The  demon  of  discord  has 
not  entered  this  beloved  little  chnrch. 
They  have  verified  the  beautiful 
words  of  David,  "  Behold  how  good 
and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  in  unity."  The  year  has 
been  signalized  with  the  mercies  and 
judgments  of  God.  The  church  has 
been  steadily  advancing  in  holiness 
and  devotion^  The  light  of  Grod's 
countenance  has  shone  upon  thetn, 
and  by  this  light  they  have  gone  on 
their  way  rejaicing.  During  the  se- 
vere sickness  that  visited  the  village 
in  the  summer  and  autumn,  God  saw 
fit  to  remove  by  death  our  beloved 
brother,  the  deacon  of  the  church. 
This  was  a  heavy  stroke,  and  one 
deeply  felt  by  the  church.  He  was 
deeply  devoted  to  the  cause  of  his 
Master  ;  but  God  had  a  more  impor- 
tant work  for  him,  and  took  him  to 
heaven.  It  was  sanctified  to  the 
church. 

REVIVAL. 

During  the  fall  there  was  an  evi- 
dent increase  of  piety.  The  mem- 
bers were  more  interested  in  the 
cause  of  Christ,  and  the  deep  breath- 
ings of  their  prayers  showed ,  that 
their  hearts  were  burthened  for  sin- 
ners. I  appointed  a  protracted  meet- 
ing, in  connection  with  our  church, 
beginning  on  Thursday,  the  26ili  De- 
cember. This  meeting  was  looked  to 
whh  unusual  interest  by  Christians. 
It  was  a  subject  of  fervent  prayer, 
and  my  own  soul  was  strengthened 
to  sueh  a  degree  that  I  looked 
forward  with  very  great  confidence 
to  its  results.  It  began.  The  as- 
sistance of  ray  ministerial  breth- 
ren, whom  I  expected,  failed,  with 
the  exception  of  one  brother,  who 
came  on  Saturday  and  left  on  Mon- 
day morning.  But  the  Lord  came  to 
our  assistance.  Sabbath  was  a  day 
of  deep  interest  and  solemnity^  It 
was  the  last  Sabbath  of  the  year,  and 
I  preached  from  the  words  of  Pha* 
raoh  to  Jacob,  "  Bow  old  art  thouT^ 
The  congregation  was  moved  and 

VOL.  xin.  2 


I  impressed  with  the  themew  They 
I  felt  that  life  was  short ;  that  the  vast 
solemnity  of  eternity  would  soon  be 
known  and  felt  by  them.  And  in 
connection  with  the  discourses  that 
followed,  and  the  commemoration  of 
the  dying  love  of  Jesus,  a  visible  im- 
pression \^as  made.  God,  by  his 
Holy  Spirit,  was  touching  the  hearts 
of  sinners. 

In  connection  with  a  beloved  bro- 
ther of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  occa- 
sionally of  our  Methodist  brethren, 
we  continued  the  meeting  during  the 
next  two  weeks.  Some  have  con- 
nected themselves  with  our  church ; 
others  with  the  Baptist  and  Method- 
ist. 

Our  meetings  were  marked  by  un- 
usual stillness;  and  the  work  was 
commenced  and  carried  on  by  no  hu- 
man apparatus  to  heat  and  excite 
men's  minds,  but  by  the  power  of 
truth,  and  the  still,  small  voice  of  the 
Spirit.  The  congregations  were  large 
during  all  the  meeting,  and  never 
have  I  seen  a  whole  community  so 
evidently  under  the  moral  power  of 
the  Gospel  as  that  village.  Never 
have  I  seen  such  a  fresh  impulse  giv- 
en to  the  courage  and  hearts  of  Chris- 
tians as  was  produced  at  our  meet- 
ings. And  the  revival  has  not  stopped. 
Professors  are  deeply  engaged  still, 
and  the  congregations  unusuallv 
large.  We  all  feel  that  a  great  work 
has  been  done;  and  not  unto  us,  but 
unto  God,  bo  all  the  praise. 


A  SUOQBSTION  TO  MllflSTfiRS   WHO   ARE 
ABOUT  TO  TRAVEL. 

We  tead  of  eastern  pastors  who 
can  make  a  tour  to  Europe  to  see  the 
"Father  Land  "  and  to  renovate  their 
health^to  feast  the  mind  on  the  sub- 
limities of  nature  and  the  antiquities 
of  art,  to  visit  colleges  and  palaces, 
to  see  the  great  and  the  vulgar,  and 
to  be  intited  to  address  national  as- 
semblies, to  gain  the  applause  of  mor- 
tals. Could  not  some  pastors,  by  two 
and  two,  visit  this  land  of  posterity  7 
Could  they  not  find  here  some  of  na- 
ture's siiblimities,  as  well  as  ancient 
works  of  art  not  registered  in  histo- 
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ryl  Could  they  not  see  those  who, 
by  their  labors  might  be  made  kings 
and  priests  to  God  1  And  these  vari- 
ous labors  might  restore  them  to  the 
possession  of  unwonted  vigor  for  pro- 
moting the  kingdom  of  God  in  their 
own  pari3h€s; 


From  Rev.  R,   Blake,    Woodbum, 
Macoupin  Co.,  JIL 

Our  meeting-houses  mentioned  in 
&  former  communicatioD,  though  not; 
finished,  have  been  great  accommo- 
dations during  the  past  severe  winter. 
We  hope  to  complete  them  during; 
the  coming  summer*  Our  means  in 
deed  are  very  limited,  but  our  hope  is 
in  "Jehovah  Jireh." 
•  My  last  quarterly  communication  in- 
formed you,  that  seven  had  just  been 
added  to  the  church  by  profession. 
Shortly  after  that  date,  three  others 
were  added  by  profession.  Atten- 
dance at  the  Bunker  Hill  church  has 
been  encouraging^  from  the  com- 
mencement of  my  labors  there.  On 
the  24th  of  January,  a  meeting  com- 
menced, which  continued,  principal- 
ly in  the  evening,  fop  ten  days.  In 
leviewing  the  meetings,  we  are  con- 
strained to  exclaim,  What  hath  God 
wrought !  Twenty-six  give  evidence 
of  having  obtained  '4ike  precious 
faith  with  us,"  during  the  meeting. 
One  of  these  is  a  young  merchant, 
son  of  a  praying  mother,  who  no 
sooner  "  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gra- 
cious,*' than  he  abandoned  the  traffic 
in  intoxicating  drinks.  Ten  of  the 
number  are  young  men  of  respecta- 
bility^ concerning  whom^  we  cherish 
pleasing  hopes  of  future  usefulness. 
Several  are  young  heads  of  families, 
who  now  bow  the  knee  at  the  family 
altar.  A  mail  and  *wife  who  had  pre- 
viously been  separated,  became  per- 
fectly reconciled,  and,  together  with 
a  son  and  two  daughters,  have  sub- 
mitted to  Prince  Emmanuel^  esta- 
blished a  family  altar,  and  walk  to- 
gether in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  comfort  o€  the  Holy  Gho^.  Se- 
veral who  had  become  cold,  by  re- 


moving from  the  East  to  this  less  far 
vored  part  of  the  country,  have  been 
revived.  Neighborhood  bickerings 
and  family  shynesses  have  been  re- 
pented of  and  put  far  away ;  and  the 
whole  district  seems  improved  by 
this  precious  season  of  refreshment 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

The  meetings  were  conducted  in 
ihe  simple  and  orderly  manner  of  oiar 
usual  meetings  on  the  Sabbath.  The 
ditches  were  made  in  dry  places,  and 
without  visible  wind  or  rain  they  were 
filled  with  water.  (2  Kings  iii.  16, 
17.)  Neither  wind,  nor  earthquake, 
nor  fire,  but  a  still,  small  voice  ren- 
dered the  means  effective.  It  was 
evidently  the  Lord's  doings,  and  it 
is  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 

It  now  became  a  question  of  im- 
portance, as  to  the  course  most  pro- 
per to  be  adopted  by  the  new  con- 
verts ;  whether  to  be  organized  into 
a  separate  church,  or  to  unite  with 
the  church  in  Woodburn.  The  lat- 
ter was  deemed,  for  the  present,  the 
more  advisable,  on  condition  that  the 
name  of  the  church  should  be  altered 
from  Woodburn,  to  Woodburn  and 
Bunker  Hill  church,  and  the  Lord's 
Supper  be  administered  at  the  two^ 
places  alternately.  With  this  pro- 
posal the  church  in  W.  cheerful 
ly  acquiesced.  Arrangements  were 
then  made  for  the  administration  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  at  Bunker  Hill,  at 
which  season,  24  persons  were  added 
to  the  church,  20  by  profession,  1  by 
letter,  and  3  others  by  profession — 
having  delayed  to  take  letters  of  dis- 
mission from  their  respective  church- 
es beyond  the  time  appointed  for 
granting  such  testimonials.  We  hope 
several  others  will  unite  with  us 
soon;  and  perhaps  two  or  three  may 
follow  their  friends,  and  unite  with 
other  denominations. 


rNADEaUACY    OP  SUPPORTr 

I  have  not  received  a  support  ade- 
quate to  my  necessities.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  I  have  sold  off  a  por^ 
tion  of  my  household  goods  to  meet 
the  demands  of  my  family.  Whe- 
ther I  shall  ever  receive  what  has- 
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been  promised  I  know  not.  And 
what  is  given,  is,  in  many  instances, 
considered  a  gratuitous  charity. — 
"This  is  exceedingly  trying  to  my 
ieelings.  I  am  no  beggar  or  pension- 
er upon  the  bounty  of  any  commu- 
nity. And  unless  there  is  a  change 
here  in  regard  to  my  support,  I  must 
certainly  leave.  4  go9pel  that  is  not 
paid  for,  is  of  very  little  benefit^  in  a 
community  able  to  support  it. 


INDIANA. 


From  Rev.  E.  R.  Martin,  ML  Ver- 
non, Ind. 

The  reviving  shower  of  grace,  we 
trust,  is  still  descending  among  us. 
The  attention  of  the  congregation  in 
Utica  to  the  means  of  grace,  has 
been  rapidly  increasing  during  the 
winter.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting 
is  quite  interesting.  During  a  com- 
munion season  held  in  that  church  a 
month  ago,  I  trust,  many  received 
deep  impressions  of  their  guilt  and 
danger,  and  Christians  there,  I  hope, 
are  now  wrestling  in  prayer  for  the 
effusion  of  the  Spirit. 

The  good  work  at  the  Mt.  Vernon 
church,  I  trust,  is  still  going  on.  We 
have  yet  among  us,  those  who  are 
anxious,  and  some  who,  since  my  last 
report,  have  been  brought  to  rejoice 
in  the  hope  of  eternal  life. 


EVILS    GROWING  OUT   OP   THE    CURTAIL- 
MENT OP  MISSIONARY  AID. 

I  fear  that  moral  evils  will  grow  out 
of  these  times,  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  poverty  in  the  ministry.  Under 
our  present  circumstances,  we  are, 
perhaps,  disposed  to  construe  your 
scanty  assistance  as  a  license  for  us 
to  engage  in  all  manner  of  common 
avocations  for  a  livelihood.  The 
habits  thus  formed  may  not  be 
changed  with  a  change  in  the  times. 
Such  habits  are  a  great  evil  already 
in  this  couiHry.  We  need  to  have 
Jine  upon  line.  But  who  shall  cau- 
tion us  about  this  matter  ?    Suppose 


our  means  insufficient  for  our  com- 
fortable support,  and  we  all  fall  into 
worldly  bai)it8.  To  reproof  adminis- 
tered to  each  other,  the  reply  will  be, 
"  Physician,  heal  thyself."  And  as  to 
admonition  from  the  eastern  church- 
es, it  will  surely  require  a  large  share 
of  meekness,  even  for  a  minister,  to 
receive  such  a  caution  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary, from  those  to  whom  he  may 
attribute  the  cause  of  the  formation 
of  such  habits. 

If  your  missionaries  were  not,  ne- 
cessarily, so  much  of  their  time  away 
from  their  books  and  closets,  it  would 
not  be  amiss  for  them  to  spend  a  por- 
tion of  their  time  in  some  manual 
exercise,  conducive  to  their  health 
and  comfort.  But  when,  in  cold 
stormy  weather,  having  passed  from 
one  neighborhood  to  another,  preach- 
ing the  Gospel  and  visiting  their 
people,  they  return  to  their  families, 
and  find  that  they  are  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  goincT  immediately  to  the 
forests  to  procure  fuel  for  their  fires, 
because  they  are  unable  to  buy  it  at 
their  doors,  and  this  in  a  community 
where  many  are  glad  to  see  them 
down,  it  becomes,  at  least,  somewhat 
trying.  Perhaps,  it  might  bear  allud- 
ing to,  in  a  chapter  on  "  The  Disci- 
pline of  the  Ministry."  Do  not  un- 
derstand me  as  personally  complain- 
ing. It  is  the  ministry  and  the  souls 
of  the  people  that  suffer. 

REMARKS. 

We  fear  that  in  many  cases,  the  necessi- 
lies  of  tnissionaries  in  the  new  states  will 
plead  hard  for  their  abandonment  of  the 
high  principles  of  exclusive  devotion  to  their 
holy  calling,  which,  as  a  class,  they  have 
hitherto  maintained.  The  unavoidable  cur- 
tailment of  their  resources  furnishes  a  pow- 
erful temptation  to  this.  We  fervently  pray 
that  they  will  pass  through  the  trial  without 
jthe  injury  which  we  dread.  We  bdieve 
that  the  crisis  is  past,  and  that  hereaf- 
ter a  more  uniform  rate  of  contributions  on 
the  part  of  the  older  churches,  will  furnish  a 
more  steady  flow  of  assistance  to  the  com- 
munities at  the  West.  The  unparalleled 
convulsions  in  the  monetary  affairs  of  this 
country  have  f&rmed  a  test  of  the  attach- 
ment of  the  christian  public  to  the  cause  of 
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Home  Mi09ioft8.  If  we  do  not  greatly  raie- 
take  the  indications  of  Providence,  Hhe  re- 
fult  wiU  show  that  this  form  of  well-doing 
will  be  sustained.  It  is  so  obviously  neces- 
eary,  so  direct,  so  ftindamental  to  all  other 
forms  of  benevolence,  that  the  churches  will; 
under  the  dii^ine  pjpompting  and  assistancoi 
keep  it  in  operation  on  a  continually  enlarge 
ing  scale.  W^  say,  then,  to  the  ministers  in 
the  West, — Hold  on  }n  your  work ;  leave  not 
the  word  of  God  for  secular  employments. 
Take  courage.  If  you  are  the  men  you 
pu^ht  to  be,  you  will  be  sustained,  without 
wasting  your  consecrated  time  and  strength 
in  pursuits  that  will  pain  your  consciences 
when,  on  your  death-beds,  you  remember 
the  vows  which  you  have  taken  upon  you. 


REUOIOnS  INTEREST. 

From  Rev,  P.  S,  Cleland,   Orfien- 
wood^  Ind, 

During  this  quarter,  though  the 
weather  has  been  severely  cold,  I 
have  preached  uniformly  to  large 
and  very  attentive  congregations.-- 
It  has  been  a  season  of  unusual  in- 
terest. There  have  been  many  cases 
of  apparent  awakening,  and  quite  a 
number  of  hopeful  conversions.— 
Already,  13  have  been  added  to  the 
church  on  profession  of  their  faith ; 
jand  there  are  others  who  hope  that 
they  have  passed  from  death  unto 
life. 

Yesterday  was  our  communion 
Babbath— -a  day  of  great  attention 
^nd  interest,  and  doubtle»s  long  to 
be  remembered.  The  public  services 
of  the  day  were  introduced  by  the 
public  admission  of  12  precious 
youth  to  the  visible  church  of  Christ. 
It  was  an  interesting  sight  to  see  so 
many  in  the  morning  of  life  declar- 
ing their  belief  in  the  great  truths  of 
salvation,  and  in  the  priesence  of 
4>od,  angels  and  men.  enter  into 
i;ovenant  with  God  and  his  people. 
We  hope  that  they  are  indeed  the 
lambs  of  the  flock  of  Christ,  and  that 
they  will  be  acknowledged  as  such 
by  the  Great  Shepherd,  when  he 
shall  separate  the  sheep  from  the 
goats.    Xhus,  tho|]gh  we  wpuld  ppt 


say  that  we  Btt  enjoying  ^  revir«I, 
the  Lord  is  greatly  blessing  and  en- 
couraging us  in  his  servide. 


OHIO. 


PROTRAGTEU   MEETINQS. 

The  inquiry  is  sometimes  made,  whether 
the  missionaries  in  the  new  States  do  not 
make  too  much  use  of  protracted  meetings, 
and  other  extraordinary  measures  for  the 
promotion  of  religion.  The  conductors  of 
the  A.  H.  M.  S.  have  not  been  unmindful  of 
the  danger  arising  from  this  source,  and 
have  frequently  expressed  their  desire  that 
their  missionaries  should  practice  those  mea- 
sures and  foster  those  views  which  tend  to 
enhance  the  popular  estimation  of  pastoral 
labor,  and  of  the  regular  exhibitions  of  truth 
on  God's  appointed  day.  Still,  there  are 
circumstances  in  the  sparse  communities  of 
the  West,  where  there  is  not,  and  probably 
cannot  be,  very  soon,  a  regular  ministry, 
with  its  settled  plans  of  labor.  The  only 
thing  that  can  be  done  in  such  cases  is  to  do 
good  in  such  ways  as  Providence  points  out, 
And  the  practice  of  missionaries  in  the 
West,  should  be  judged  of  by  their  eastern 
brethren,  in  connection  with  those  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  country,  which  it  is  not 
practicable  for  human  power  to  alter. — 
Where  the  Lord  makes  an  exigency,  and 
marks  out  a  course  of  effort,  itis  right  and 
safe  to  pursue  it,  however  wide  it  may  seem 
to  lead  us  from  our  accustomed  paths. 

From  a  Missionary  in  Ohio, 

I  have  lately  attended  two  pro- 
tracted meetings.  One  lasted  5  and 
the  other  13  days.  The  latter  was 
in  a  vacant  church  and  a  very  destitute 
region,  as  far  as  our  denomination  is 
concerned.  In  the  former,  a  gpod 
work  commjBnced,  and  in  the  latter, 
the  most  powerful  that  I  ever  "wit- 
nessed. The  whole  community  seemr 
e4  to  be  moved.  ]Vfori^lists  and  Uni- 
versalists,  thie  most  respectable  and 
the  most  profane,  all  seemed  to  be 
powerfully  moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  almost  the  entire  congregation 
werp  inquiring,  "  What  shall  we  do 
to  be  saved."  We  were  obliged  tq 
UQfs  $be  fchurch  for  our  inquiry  xa%$% 
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ings  before  the  close,  as  no  other 
house  coiild  be  procured  large  enough 
to  hold  the  inquirers.  This  is  the 
Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  truly  marvel- 
lous in  our  eyes. 


"  BRETHREN,  PRAY  FOR  US." 

In  December,  we  had  very  cold 
freezing  weather.  After  being  un- 
well for  three  months,  and  just  reco- 
vering, from  a  second  attack  of  cold 
and  inflammation  on  the  lungs,  by 
which  I  had  been  unable  to  preach 
for  two  Sabbaths,  I  was  obliged  to 
dig  up  mortar,  thaw  it,  and  then  lath 
and  plaster  my  house  myself.  And 
then,  after  leaving  our  only  child,  a 
little  daughter,  in  the  grave,we  moved 
into  our  house.  We  had  previously 
got  ready,  and  moved  most  of  our 
things ;  but  her  sickness,  which  was 
scarlet  fever,  did  not  admit  of  her 
removal.  It  was  solemn  to  pass 
from  the  grave  to  a  new  dwelling.  I 
have  never  experienced  so  sad  a  win- 
ter, in  all  respects.  Suffering  physi- 
cally and  spiritually,  I  have  been 
constantly  depressed  and  perplexed 
with  embarrassments,  and  daily 
grieved  with  the  low  and  declining 
state  of  piety  in  the  church.  Added 
to  this,  the  enemy  are  coming  in  like 
a  flood.  ,, 

The  Executive  Committee  have  done  all 
ihey  could  to  relieve  the  pecuniary  trials  of 
this  missionary ;  still,  from  the  short  extract 
given  above,  it  may  be  seen  tt||t  there  are 
many  and  grievous  trials  which  human  aid 
cannot  relieve ;  and  which  admit  of  a  cure 
by  the  hand  of  God  alone.  For  such,  let 
prayer  be  made  without  ceasing. 


CHURCHES   REVIVED. 

from  Rev.  A,  D,  Oiapman.  KingS' 
toivand  Brown,  O, 

About  thirty  members  were  drawn 
off  by  the  ecclesiastical  divisions, 
leaving  upwards  of  fifty  with  us.  The 
church  since  that  time  have  been 
more  united.  We  have  let  the  con- 
troversy entirely  alone,  and  used  all 
the  means  which  we  thought  the 
word  of  God  enjoined  to  induce  all 
the  members  of  the  church  to  do  so 


too.  Accompanied  by  the  eldershipi, 
we  have  visited  all  the  schools  with- 
in our  bounds;  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  which  we  hope  yet  to 
visit.  We  have  also  visited  all  the 
families  in  both  the  congregations  of 
Brown  and  Kingston — each  of  which 
embrace  a  considerable  territory. 
The  extremes  of  each  are  at  least 
nine  miles  distant.  We  did  not  con- 
fine our  visits  to  our  own  families— 
we  called  upon  all  that  were  not  con- 
nected with  any  church,  infidels,  Uni- 
versalists,  &c.  Two  days  we  were 
accompanied  by  leaders  of  the  Me- 
thodist classes  within  our  bounds, 
and  called  upon  the  families  belong- 
ing to  that  denomination.  Our  ob- 
ject was  to  be  instrumental  in  awak- 
ening every  soul  to  duty— to  live  the 
Gospel,  to  pray  for  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Our  labors  we  have 
reason  to  believe  were  blessed  of  God. 
In  the  church  of  Kingston,  there  are 
several  cases  of  seriousness,  and 
some  eight  or  ten  of  deep  conviction 
at  this  time,  and  the  souls  of  Chris- 
tians seem  anxious  to  ^'see  the  salva- 
tion of  the  Lord"  appear  among  us 
as  it  has  in  revivals  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  church  and  neighbor- 
hood in  days  that  are  past. 

In  the  church  of  Brown,  there  has 
been  quite  an  extensive  awakening. 
The  different  denominations  were 
there  united  m  their  prayer-meetings. 
There  is  probably  about  fifty  or  sixty 
cases  of  deep  anxiety,  and  will  pro- 
bably be  some  additions  to  the  church. 
Since  the  first  of  January,  I  have 
preached  from  three  to  hve  times  a 
week. 

The  Lord  has  visited  this  section 
of  country  in  great  mercy.  All  de- 
nominations except  those  which  op-, 
pose  revivals,  have  shared  liberally 
in  them.  Within  the  bounds  of  our 
presbytery,  there  have  been  revivals 
in  five  different  churches  where  the 
work  has  been  extensive,  hundreds 
have  hoped  in  the  Redeemer. 


NEW-JERSEY. 

From  Rev.  J.  C.  Moore,  West  Mil* 
ford,  N.  J. 

Having  been  for    two    or  three 
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months  incessantly  engaged  in  meet- 
ings at  home,  or  abroad,  I  have  neg- 
lected to  make  out  my  report  that 
ehould  have  been  sent  earlier.  I 
have  been  enabled  to  preach  every 
Sabbath  and  almost  every  day.  Du- 
ring thirteen  days,  I  have  preached 
twenty-six  times,  besides  conver- 
sing with  inquirers.  God  has  visi- 
ted us  by  his  Spirit,  and  souls  we 
trust  have  been  converted,  and  some 
will  join  our  church  soon. 


LOWER  CANADA. 

From  Rev,  /.  Anderson.  Melbourne^ 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  the  aspect  of  our  church  and  so- 
ciety has  considerably  changed  for 
the  better,  and  our  anticipations  for 
the  future  have  become  more  cheer- 
ing. Love  and  harmony  have  suc- 
ceeded contention  and  disunion.  We 
are  now  a  united,  affectionate  people. 
Sinners  have  been  awakened,  the 
careless  have  been  aroused,  and  some 
who  before  neglected  public  worship, 
are  now  found  constantly  in  the 
sanctuary,  and  eagerly  listen  to  the 
gospel  of  peace.  It  is  very  gratify- 
ing to  see  the  serious,  solemn  and 
frequently  tearful  attention  which  is 
paid  to  the  preaching  of  the  word. 
So  much  so,  that  many  times  they 
seem  to  hang  upon  your  very  lips, 
and  to  drink  in  every  sentence. 

Our  church  is  increasing  in  mem- 
bers. When  last  I  reported,  it  num- 
bered 49  members ;  it  now  amo«nts 
to  56,  and  5  others  stand  propounded 
for  admission. 

THE  WmOW's  MITE. 

The  following  pleasing  instance  of 
a  truly  missionary  spirit  in  one  of 
our  church  members  deserves  re- 
cording. She  is  the  mother  of  a 
family,  and  in  visiting  her  lately  she 
expressed  her  regret,  that  she  had  it 
not  in  her  power  to  give  that  pecuni- 
ary aid  to  the  benevolent  exertions  of 
your  Society,  which  she  wished,  and 
which  she  felt  it  to  be  her  duty  to  do ; 


on  saying  which,  she  put  into  my 
hands  a  small  parcel,  carefully  wrap- 
ped  in  paper,  the  contents  of  which 
she  begged  me  to  dispose  of,  and  to 
apply  the  proceeds  for  the  benefit  of 
the  A.  H.  M.  S.  On  opening  the  lit- 
tle packet,  I  found  a  quarter  dollar,  a 
small  old  fashioned  gold  rin^,  and 
some  gold  beads,  which  she  inarmed 
me  had  once  been  part  of  a  necklace 
belonging  to  her  mother.  You  can- 
not think  what  pleasure  this  humble 
instance  of  love  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  has  afforded  me,  especially  as 
coming  from  one  of  the  flock  which 
the  Good  Shepherd  has  committed  to 
my  charge.  May  we  not  apply  in  this 
instance,  the  words  of  our  blessed 
Lord  to  her  who  anointed  his  feet 
with  the  ointment,  "  She  hath  done 
what  she  could."  And  think  you, 
will  He  who  remembers  a  cup  of  cold 
water,  when  given  in  the  name  of  a 
disciple,  forget  such  a  manifestation 
of  faith  and  love?  No,  the  righteous 
shall  be  had  in  everlasting  remem- 
brance, and  so  also  shall  their  works 
— "  I  was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave 
me  meat;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave 
me  drink." 

CONGREGATIONAL  VISIT  TO  A  PASTOR. 

I  was  highly  delighted  to  receive 
a  visit  fro#i  my  people  one  day,  last 
winter.  In  the  afternoon,  a  large 
number  of  sleighs  drove  up  to  the 
door,  from  which  alighted  upwardsof 
40  persons,  both  men  and  women, 
bringing  ^ith  them  as  presents,  vari- 
ous articles  for  domestic  use  and  con- 
sumption, such  as  butter,  pork,  beef, 
wheat,  flour,  oats,  stockings,  mittens, 
children's  clothing,  and  a  list  of  other 
things.  We  sat  down  to  an  evening 
repast,  provided  by  the  ladies,  and 
brought  with  them  for  the  occasion. 
I  never  spent  a  more  happy  evening. 
We  needed  no  alcoholio  stimulants 
to  heighten  our  relish  for  the  even- 
ing's entertainment.  It  was  spent  in 
delightful  social  enjoyment,  and  wa» 
concluded  by  a  suitable  address,  sing- 
ing and  prayer.  They  departed  ex- 
pressing their  pleasure,  and  their 
hopes  that  it  would  not  be  the  last 
evening  of  the  kind  which  they* 
should  spend. 
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NEW-YORK. 

DESOLATIONS  IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE 
STATE.     ^ 

In  the  October  number  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary, we  gave  the  report  of  Rev.  S. 
Swezey,  missionary  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Oswego  Presbytery.  The  desolations  brought 
to  view  by  his  explorations  were  truly  af- 
fecting to  our  hearts.  Since  then,  we  have 
received  a  second  report,  containing  the  ac- 
count of  his  researches  in  other  parts  of 
the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery.  We  have 
room,  however,  for  only  a  part  of  the 
report.  We  wish  it  might  be  read  by  every 
Christian  in  central  New-1'ork,  that  rich 
and  beautiful  country,  full  of  churches  and 
of  wealth ;  and  that  they  would  take  speedy 
measures  to  see  that  a  region  so  destitute, 
and  yet  so  near  them,  is  speedily  supplied 
with  the  stated  and  permanent  privileges  of 
the  Gospel. 

On  my  last  tour  to  the  several 
churches,  I  eajoyed  some  peculiarly 
interesting  seasons.  In  several,  there 
appeared  to  be  a  deeper  state  of  reli« 
giaus  feeling,  than  1  had  before  wit- 
nessed. An  increasing  sense  of  the 
value  and  importanceof  Gospel  privi- 
leges has  been  manifested;  some 
cases  of  special  seriousness  have  been 
witnessed ;  and  one  very  Interesting 
case  of  hopeful  conversion.  I  have 
preached,  as  your  missionary,  in  12 
different  towns,  and  between  90  and  a 
100  times;  have  attended  between 
20  and  30  other  religious  meetings ; 
received  7  to  the  churches ;  admin- 
istered the  Lord's  supper  12  times; 
baptism  5  times;  distributed  about 
7000  pages  of  tracts,  visited  families 
and  common  schools  as  time  and  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  I  have 
been  so  highly  fa vpred  with  the  bless- 
ing of  health  as  to  fulfil  all  my  ap- 
pointments ;  except  that  in  one  case, 
I  was  prevented  by  the  extreme  in- 
clemency of  the  weather.  My  field 
of  labor  has  been  so  extensive,  that 
during  the  last  three  months  of  my 
service,  I  have  travelled  rising  of 
600  miles,  the  first  3  months  nearly 
or  quite  the  same,  making  about  1200. 
Sabbath  schools  have  been  generally 
sustained  in  the  different  places  1  have 


vbited  during  the  summer  and  au- 
tumn, and  suspended  during  the  win- 
ter season.  Efforts  to  promote  the 
temperance  cause  generally  in  the 
region  are,  at  present,  I  fear,  but  faint 
and  feeble;  though  much  has  been 
gained  by  the  active  and  zealous  ef- 
forts of  by- gone  years. 

The  extreme  pecuniary  pressure 
has  operated  very  much  against  that 
aid  being  rendered  to  the  missionary 
funds,  which  was  confidently  expect- 
ed. It  is  very  difficult  for  more  highly 
favored  religious  communities  to  en- 
ter into  the  feelings  of  the  scattered 
friends  of  Zion  in  this  missionary 
field.  The  churches,  many  of  them, 
are  laboring  under  trials  and  dis- 
couragements, which  call  aloud  for 
the  sympathies  and  prayers  and 
charitable  aid  of  the  christian  public. 

The  want  of  suitable  houses  for 
religious  worship  is  a  great  in- 
convenience. In  some  places  they 
can  enjoy  even  a  district  school- 
house,  but  one  half,  or  one  fourth  of 
the  time ;  then  their  scattered  situa- 
tion, and  want  of  suitable  means  of 
conveyance,  are  such  as  to  render  it 
extremely  difficult  for  the  little  feeble 
band  to  be  together  when  they  at- 
tempt to  hold  meetings.  In  some 
cases  there  is  a  strong  current  of  op- 
position to  the  doctrinal  views  of 
th^se  feeble  churches,  and  a  diver- 
sity of  views  among  themselves  in 
these  trying  times  for  the  church,  in 
some  instances  cast  a  gloom  over 
their  prospects.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  maintain  that  strict  and  salutary 
discipline,  so  essential  to  the  purity 
and  prosperity  of  the  church.  The 
office  bearers  in  these  feeble  churches 
are,in  many  instances,struggling  with 
great  difficulties.  Their  hands  appear 
to  hang  down,  and  their  hearts  to 
yield  to  discouragement;  for  the 
want  of  that  mutual  counsel  and  cor- 
dial co-operation,  which  they  had  con- 
fidently expected  from  those  under 
the  same  covenant  obligations  with 
themselves.  When  it  is  considered 
how  many  counteracting  influences 
tjiere  are  to  contend  with,  even  in 
churches  well  furnished  with  under 
officers,  with  an  enlightened  pastor  at 
their  head,  it  cannot  be  matter  of 
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siirpriae,  if  under  all  the  disadvan- j 
t^es  to  which  these  feeble  churches 
are  subjected,  they  appear  at  times 
greatly  disheartened.  1  hope  they 
have  been,  in  some  measure,  cheered  i 
and  edified  and  encouraged  through 
my  feeble  instrumentality,  while 
laboring  among  ttiem  as  a  mis- 
sionary ;  and  most  certain  I  am,  that 
they  wiil  share  more  extensively  in : 
my  sympathies,  than  if  I  had  not  thus 
labored  among  them. 


From  Rev.  M  Harrington^  Morris- 

ville,  N.  y.  I 

DILAPIDATIONS  REBUILT. 

When  I  came  to  Morrisville  in 
April,  1839, 1  found  this  Society  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  They  had  not ; 
enjoyed  the  stated  ordinances  of  the 
Gospel  for  nearly  three  years.  The 
church  was  scattered,  discouraged, 
and  on  the  borders  of  extinction.  I 
immediately  set  about  gathering  the 
members,  and  restoring  to  their  pro- 
per place  the  ordinances  of  the  Gos- 
pel. I  went  from  house  to  house,  and 
sought  out  the  scattered  sheep  of  the 
hotise  of  Israel,  and  found  about  fifty 
members  in  regular  standing.  The 
Gospel  is  now  preached  regularly  on 
the  Sabbath.  The  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  is  administered;  the 
house  of  the  Lord  has  been  repaired  j 
a  weekly  prayer-meeting  has  been 
established,  and,  in  general,  well  sus- 
tained. The  monthly  concert  is  now 
regularly  observed  with  a  good  de- 
gre'e  of  interest,  at  which  a  contribu- 
tion is  taken  up.  A  Sabbath  school 
has  been  gathered  and  organized, 
numbering  from  fifty  to  sixty  scho- 
lars, lam  now  delivering  a  series 
of  lectures  to  the  young  people  on 
the  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
other  moral  subjects  on  Thursday 
evenings,  in  which  there  is  much  in- 
tererest  manifested.  Twenty-three 
have  been  united  to  the  church,  four- 
teen by  letter  and  nine  on  profession 
of  faith.  The  church  now  numbers 
seventy-six.  The  congregation  has 
been  gradually  increasing,  and  is 
now  respectable  and  attentive.    The 


church  and  society  have  unani- 
mously invited  me  to  become  their 
pastor,  and  measures  are  now  taking 
to  effect  n^y  installation* 

This  case,  like  hundreds  of  others,  teaches 
that  Home  Missions  are  not  to  be  regarded 
merely  as  a  work  of  charity  to  the  remoter 
portions  of  our  land ;  but  also  as  the  pre* 
serving  agency  whieh  is  to  save  from  extinc- 
tion many  churches  in  the  very  heart  'of  the 
older  states. 

And  how  much  money  has  all  this  good 
cost  the  friends  of  Home  Missions'?  So- 
venty-Jive  dollars  ! 


GEl^ERAL  PROGRESS. 

I  have  endeavored  to  "  preach 
Christ  crucified."— The  prominent 
doctrines  of  the  Bible  I  have  eni^ 
deavored  to  prove  and  enforce^ 
I  continue  to  labor  in  the  Sabbath 
school.  I  have  now  also  access  to 
the  common  schools,  and  the  chil* 
dren  smile  as  they  see  me  coming  to 
visit  them.  They  listen  with  deep 
interest  to  my  addresses  and  exhor- 
tations ;  even  the  teachers,  thpugh 
professed  Universalists,  cordially  in* 
vite  me  to  address  their  pupils.  I 
think  I  live  in  the  good  wishes,  if  not 
in  the  affections,  of  the  children.  ^This 
people  are  improving  in  intellect  and 
in  morals.  And  I  hope  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  it  shall  be  said 
in  truth,  ''  this  is  a  redeemed  people.'' 
The  Spirit  is  wielding  his  own 
sword  amongst  us.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  said  of  six,  since  my  last  report, 
'*  Behold  they  pray."  One  promi- 
nent Universalist,  now  prays  in  hitf 
family  and  in  public.  I  think  I  can 
say  in  truth,  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  is  with  us. 


Prom  the  Rev,  C.  B,  Pond.  WoodviUe 
K  Y. 

The  church  in  this  place  is  a  small 
one,  having,  when  I  came  last  fall, 
only  forty-three  members.  But  since 
that  time,  the  Lord  has  gcaciouily 
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vMitit  us  atid  added  eighteen  to  Cfwt 
mfemben,  mostly  adults,  six  by  kUer 
and  tlie  remainder  upon  confession 
of  their  faith;  so  that  now  we  num- 
ber 61.  I  have  endeavored  to  fulfil 
your  wishes  in  visiting  the  families 
of  the  society,  &c.,  but  in  how  faith- 
ful a  manner  the  Lord  knoweth; 
though  I  trust  not  without  some  con- 
siderable good  being  effected.  Im- 
mediately aftet  I  dame,  I  revived  an 
old  Sabbath  school,  which  has  beeil 
kept  up  with  considerable  interest 
during  the  year.  I  have  instituted  a 
Bible  class  which  is  now  interesting. 
The  most  of  the  church  and  ^ongre- 
l^ationare  now,  and  probably  will  be, 
Its  members.  I  have  found  it  some- 
what difficult  to  start  a  suitable  inte- 
rest on  this  subject  among  the  ma- 
jority of  professors.  So  unwilling 
do  I  find  the  most  to  make  the  nedes- 
sary  mental  effort  in  oitier  to  render 
the  study  of  the  Bible  interesting.  I 
have  greati^easonto  be  thankful  that 
in  this  respect  my  labors  have  not 
been  entirely  in  vain  in  the  Lordv 

SETTLEMENT  0^  A  PASTOR. 

Now  in  the  closej  I  wopfd  remark, 
that  this  little  band  have  felt  it  their 
duty,  if  possible,  to  secure  unto  them- 
selves, their  children  and  neighbors^ 
the  invaluable  blessings  of  a  settled 
ministry,  and  have  given  me  a  call, 
which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  accept. 
All  this  I  think  you  ought  to  know, 
for  your  encouragement  in  y bur  work 
and  labor  of  love. 


From  Bev.  T.CMll,  Burrtiille,  N.  t. 

The  church  dihing  the  early  part 
of  last  year  greatly  increased  her  in- 
fluence— perhaps  trrpled  It— by  in- 
creased spirituality;  and  her  nunl^ 
ber  has  been  more  than  doubled  al- 
ready. There  were  only  about  five 
and  twenty  belonging  to  the  church 
when  I  came  here  ;  mOre  than  thirty 
have  since  been  added^and  a  number 
more  are  expected.  I  am  ha^ipv  to 
say,  they  all  appelk^  remarkably  Well, 
and  to  be  growing  Christians.  I  think 
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it  may  be  siod  we  hafve  a  praying 
ohurcn.  They  are  also  more  ton  in 
doctrine. 


Prom  d  Miisionary^  t^  i^riieseon- 
cerning  a  renewal  of  dieiitdnte. 

I  should  have  written  to  you  befbre 
ibis,  but  because  of  the  abundance  of 
labor  upon  my  hands,  I  have  delayed. 
We  have  had  a  little  refreshing  (toik 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  we 
hope  for  its  continuance. 

I  am  aware  that  it  iiT  i.  time  of 
pressure  with  your  Boatd,and  I  sop- 
pose  you  have  many  other  pressing 
applications ;  yet  if  our  application 
should  fail.  I  kitow  not  how  I  could 
stay  with  tnis  people,  and  do  justice 
to  those  who  have  supplied  me  with 
the  necessaries  of  life.  Neither 
shotild  1  know  )i(6w  to  leaver  when  1 
see  the  feeling  that  is  manifested  to- 
wards me.  So  far  as  I  can  judge, 
my  influence  is  extending,  the  fiela 
seeitos  to  be  ripeoiug,  religious  inter- 
est is  increaising^.  Our  little  societies 
are  feeble  i  yet  ihey  bear  the  name, 
among  societies  in  adjoining  towns, 
of  being  more  benevolent  than-  is 
usual,  ef  en  for  those  that  are  more 
abundant  in  means.  We  want  this 
year  t6  biHld  a  little  raeeting-hous^ 
which  will  serve  us  till  we  get  a  lit* 
tie  more  able.  There  is  no  church' 
in  this  town  sufficiently  large  to  hold 
air,  on  any  public  occasion.  This 
town  is  seven  by  nine  miles  square, 
and  a  population  continually  increa* 
i^ing.  These  societies  are  beginningf 
I  to  feel  the  inconvenience  of  aehang- 
ihg^  ministry,  and  to  desire  tiM  per- 
manenciy. 

Sfuch  rising  congregation^  aiT  xht  above, 
niast  have  help.  Tbey  are  tbe  hope  of  our 
codhtry  -;  for  ot  such  is'  composed  almoslf 
the  entire  religious  community,  in  large  sec* 
tions  of  our  land.  It  Would  be  as  unwiiii' 
and  ruinous  Xof  sufler  tbeni  to  languisli,  as  it' 
would  be  for  tbe  busbandmaii  to  neglect  tbe 
cultivation  of  all  the  young  plants  in  the 
spi'ingof  theyear^  and  fo  bestow  bis  attention 
only  upon  the  mature  and  hardy.  A^  small^ 
amount  of  aid  will  soon,  with  the  blesiAQg 
of  God,  raise  ibfese  churches  up  to  strength 
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and  frttitfulneMi  wbeirtbey  will  iiepay,many 
fold,  the  benevoieiice  bestowed  upon  them. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Bev.  M,  Blake,  Mansfield,  Mass., 

Reports  that  a  work  of  grace  has 
been  enjoyed  in  that  place,  during 
the  past  winter.  About  30  hare  ex- 
pressed a  change  of  feelings,  and 
many  more  are  yet  inquiring. 

The  Sabbath  School  embraces 
more  than  half  of  the  congregation, 
including  the  adult  classes,  and  the 
mutual  classes  of  the  aged.  Many 
of  the  conversions  have  occurred 
among  the  pupils. 

Owing  to  recent  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  temperance,  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred persons  have  signed  the  com- 
prehensive pledge.  The  town  is  freed 
from  dram-shops,  and  the  streets 
from  '^  human  beasts." 


MAINE. 


From  Bet,  L  Kimball,  late  ofSacca^ 
rappa.  Me. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  18S9, 
God  was  pleased  to  bless  the  means 
of  grace,  and  many  souls,  we  trust, 
have  been  redeemed  by  the  precious 
hlood  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  will 
forever  reign  with  him  in  glory. 
Twenty-five  have  been  added  to  the 
Congregational  church,  and  several 
have  united  with  other  churches,  who 
refer  their  first  religious  impressions 
to  efforts  made  by  this  church  for  the 
salvation  of  sinners.  About  forty 
indulged  hope  in  Christ:  of  this 
number,  some  16  or  20  were  young 
men.  Some  of  them  were  striving 
to  be  Universalists,  others  were 
proftLne  and  viciotis  Sabbath  breakers, 
and  the  like.  Btit  God,  by  his  Holy 
Spirit,  catised  the  truth  to  reach  their 
hearts. 


AN  EASY  MODE 

or  PBOVIDING   RCBOtraCES  FOR  BENEVO- 
LENT SOCIETIES. 

In  the  fbllowiag  case  it  illttftrtf ted  the  ad- 


vantage of  »}f9iem  m  eharitable  eostnbu- 
tiona.  But  a  small  proportion  among  the 
thonsands  who  profess  to  love  the  miseiona- 
ry  canse,think  they  can  give  six  dollars  a  year, 
each,  to  promote  it.  Bat  the  persons  referred 
to  in  the  following  letter  accomplish  this, 
and  by  the  principle  of  combination,  furnish 
the  very  valu^able  amount  of  sixty  dollars  to 
the  Home  Missionary  cause,  simply  by  hav- 
ing a  suitable  plan  for  their  charities.  First 
— they  have  stated  times,  to  make  their  of- 
ferings. Second — these  times  are  freqaeni, 
in  order  that  the  amount  given  at  any  one 
time  may  not  be  so  large  as  to  occasion  in- 
convenience.^ Thirdly-^the  amount  is  stt 
o^Mzr'/— actually  laid  aside,  and  not  mixed  up 
with  other  money,  and  therefore  not  liaMe  to 
be  spent  for  personal  uses. 

Let  these  brethren  go  on  in  this  way ;  let 
them  engage  as  many  others  as  they  can,  to 
make  a  similar  consecration,  according  to 
their  ability  i  and,  on  the  same  plan,  let  them 
take  up  Foreign  Missions,  Tracts^  dbc,  and 
make  the  same  Systematic  pledges,  *^  as  God 
hath  prospered  them,"  to  each  cause ;  and 
what  an  increase  of  their  charities  will 
immediately  appear! 

Prom  a  Clergyman  in  AT.  Hampshire. 


At  the  monthly  concert  in  this 
town,  on  the  first  Monday  of  Janua- 
ry, among  other  appropriate  subjects 
mentioned,  was  the  magnitude,  im^" 
portance,  and  claims  of  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society.  A  per- 
son present,  proposed  to  he  one  of 
ten,  who  would,  in  addition  to  our 
usual  contributions,  give  sixty  dol- 
lars, the  current  year,  to  the  Ameri- 
can Hw  M.  Society,  by  payiiig  50 
cents  on  the  first  Monday  of  each 
month*  The  proposition  was  acce- 
ded to,  and  I  was  appointed  to  receive 
and  transmit'  the  meuey.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  communication  is  to  in- 
form you  of  these  circumstances,  and 
to  request  your  direction  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  sum  thus  collected.  There 
will,  no  doubt,  be  placed  in  my  hands, 
five  dollars  a  month,  and  I  shall  hold 
it,  subject  to  your  order.  Two  months 
having  transpired,  I  enclose  vou  the 
subscription  therefor,  ten  dollars. 
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Appoinimenls  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  H,  M,  S.,  fran^  March  \st  to 

AprU   Ut,  1840. 


Rer.  thmM  Been,  Orient,  L.  I. 

K.ev.  John  Moase,  Milton,  N.  Y. 

Rot.  F.  Kyte,  Lumberland  and  Barryville,  N.  Y. 

Rer.Jenkin  Jenkinn,  Welch  Cb«»  Dundaff  and 
BeUi^l,Pa. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin,  Spencer  and  Bethany  Chht^ 
Ind. 

Re?.  Courtney  Smith,  Bolton  and  Cheater,  N.  Y. 

Rer.  Seymoor  Thompaon,  Beebe'a  Grpre  apd  vi- 
cinity, 111. 

.|t.ev.  B.  Woodbury,  Plain,  O, 


■  Not  in  e9mmi§§i§m  Uat  ftar, 

Rer.  Peter  Snyder,  Whippaiy,  N.  J. 

Rer.  Eiiaa  Child,  Concord,  llteh. 

Rer.  R.A.  Arery,  Bdiuburgh,  N.  Y. 

Rer.  S.  E.  Corniab,  Colored  Ch^  Newark.  N.  h 

Rer.  £.  6.  Howe,  Hickory  Creek  n^d  Qoodivff'i 

Qrove,  HI. 
Rer.  John  C.  Sherwin,  Berlin,  O. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Hotm  Missionary  Societ/y  acknowledges  the  reui§4  of 
the  following  sumSf  from  March  1st  to  AprU  Ist^  1840. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 

Ackworth,  Mias  Hannah  Ware,  by  A, 

Kingsbury,  $U  U 

Dunbarton,  Indiridaal8,'by  Rer.  J. 

Ireland,  10  00 

Jaffray,  Coll.  by  Rev.  I.  D.  Croaby,  10  50 

Keene,  Sab.  Sch.,  to  constitute  MiM 

Martha  WUder  a  L.  M.  by  C.  C. 

Dennoy,  Treat.,  90  00 

VERMONT— 

Frien4,  $0  00 

MASSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary  Society,  by  B.  Perkins, 
Asst.  Treas.,  cash,  1000;  a  coun- 
try pastor,  50,  1050  00 

Three  sisters,  100  00 

Barre,  a  widow,  found  in  the  pocket 
of  a  deceased  son,  by  Rer.  8.  A.     « 
Fay,  1  00 

Hadloy,  Gen.  Benev.  Soc,  by  Simeon 
Dickinson,  Treas.,  Bliss  Martha  B. 
Kellogg.  SO  ;  Miss  Elizabeth  Kel- 
^ogg,  li),  to  const.  Miss  Martha  B. 
Kellogg  a  L.  M.,  90  00 

Hampshire,  Soc,  of  which  $40  70 
is  from  the  Young  Men*s  Miss. 
Soc.  of  South  Hadley,  to  constitute 
Josiah  Snow  a  L.  M.,  by  E.  WU- 
liams,  Treas.,  150  00 

Manchester,  Fem.  Ben.  Soc,,  by  ^ev, 
O.  A.Taylor,  15  50 

Uxbridge,  Wm.  C.  Capron,  10  00 

CONNECTICUT— 

Fairfield  co..  West,  H.  M,  Soc,  riz  ; 
Norwalk,  Rer.  J.  B.  Shaw,  5;  a 
friend,  to  const  James  H.  Trum- 
bull, of  Stonington,  Ct,a  L.M.,  30,         35  00 
Ridgebnry,  Cong.  Ch.  Sl  Soc  by  G. 
St.  John,  Treas.,  SO  12 

Fairfield,  Hon.  R.  M.  Sherman,  to 
const.  Miss  Mary  Mills  a  L.  N.  30  00 

Fair  Haren,  Cong.  Soc,  by  Rer.  B.  L. 
Swan,  46  00 

Haddam,  Fnends,  by  J.  Field,  5  00 

Middletown,   Heury  S.    Ward.  50;  | 

Deac.  Samuel   Galpiil,  5;    North  : 

Cong.  Ch.Fem.H.  M.S.  of  which  SO  i 

is  to  const.  Rer.  Arthur  Granger  a 
L.  M.,  by  Miss  £.  Cotton,  Treas.,  35,        90  00 

New  Haven,  East  Dist.  H.  M.  Asso.,  of  I 

which  $36  90  is  from  East-Haren,  I 

to  const.  Rev.  Stephen  Dodd  a  L  Jff.       47  90 


New.Havea,  Nathaniel  Gardiner,  U 

D.,  in  full, 
New-London,  Ladies,  70  S0|   First 

Cong.  Ch.,  50  50,  by  E.  Learned, 

Esq.;  legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Fanny 

R.  Smith,  by  Guy  Richards,  400, 
Sim8bury,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the 

late  Thames  Wilcox,  by  R  Ely, 
Stonington,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc  to  coiftt. 

Ker.  J.  E.  £dwar4s  a  L.  Mn  by  |fis« 

Sheffleld, 
NEW-YOIIK— 
Ballslon,  Rer.  T.  S.  Wickes, 
Big  Hollow,  Church,  coll.  by  Rev.  Dr. 

Porter, 
Brooklyn,  a  Friend,  bv  Mr.  Lord, 
Carmel,  Gilead  Pr.  Ch.,  by  Rer.G. 

T.Todd, 
Caukill,  Pr.  Ch^  by  Rev.  Dr.  Porter 

ColU,  18  36 ;  Frederick  Hid,  In  ftill, 

to  coiisl.  Mrs.  Julia  N.  Hill,  a  L.  M^ 

and  in  part  to  const.Hiland  Hill  a  L. 

M.,  SO;  Mi«s  Helen  M.Miliard  a  L.M., 

by  her  fiitber,  30;  E.B.Day,  5; 

John    Lockie,  10 ;   Caleb  Day,  5 ; 

Rer.  G.  N.  Judd,  5;  Wilkes  Hyde, 

1 ;  S.  L.  Ponfield,  10;  Miss  Malrina 

Forman,  5;  Geo.  Griffln,  5 ;  Hnnry 

H.  Hyde,  3 ;  John  Powers,  9;  C.  L. 

Beach,  1,0;    Dr.  Abel  Brace,  5;  C. 

Austin,  6, 
Chester,  Coll.  by  Rer.  I.  C.  Beach, 
East  Bloomfield,  in  part  of  legacy  of 

the  late  Mrs.  Fally  Taylor,  by  Rer. 

W.  B.  Tompkins,  Ex^r^ 
Eden,  Rev.  J.  M.  Sadd, 
Kinderhook,   Don.   Miss.   Soc,    H. 

Blanchard,  Treas.,  in  part,  toemut. 

Mrs.  Mary  Mantoo  a  L.  Bl., 
Middletown,  N.  Y.,  Pr.  Ch.,  by  Rev. 

D.  T.  Wood, 
Mooers,  N.Y.,  First  Cong.  Cepg .  Ob., 

by  Rer.  C.  M.  Seaton, 
New-York  City,  viz ; 

BUeeker  St.  dL^  Ladies,  79;  James 
Roovevelt,  100, 

Brainerd  OlL,  Rev.  R  Labaree, 

Oeniral  CL,  ^er.  W.  Adams,  90 ; 
Dr.  J.  W.  Weed,  5 ;  Mrs.  Bacon, 
2;  N.  Sammis,  1;  Mrs.  Hoeber. 
1;  LucretiaE.  Kline,  1, 

Duane  SU  Ok.^  N.  T.  Jennings, 

Mtrcer  St,  Ck.,  Moo.  Con.  ColU,  by 
T.  S.  Nel^n, 


95  00 


037  00 


30  00 
'90Q0 


809 
100 


99  99 


149  as 

34  00 

1660  90 
10  00 

9109 

95  98 

25  00 

moo 

90  00 

aaoo 

19  00 

47  59 
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Spring  St,  Ck.t  Hon.  Con.  Coll.»  by 
Mr.  Starr,  ' 
A  Lady, 
Pouifhkeepiiie,  N.  ¥^  Cong.  Ch.,  by  J. 

Bowne,' 
9,iver  Hmd,  L.  L,€oag.  Ch^  by  E«v. 

C.4.KnQWVBt, 
Rochester*  Bethel,  Jby  0. 8.  Beerdmui, 
Somers,  Fen*  Aw.,  by  Miss  E.  White, 

Trees., 
Troy,  Jonathan  Edwards,  to  const 

Walter  Edwards,  of  New-York,  a 

L.M.. 

VIRGINIA— 
draper's  Valley,  Mon.  Con.  Coll.,  by 
'  Rev.  George  Painter, 

FLORIDA— 
Garey's  Ferry,  Maj.  G.  Loomis,  U.  9. 
A.,  by  Caps.  E.  A.  Ogden, 

INDIANA— 

'  Terre  Haute,  Mrs.  £.  8. 8cott,  by  Rer. 
M.H.  Wilder, 

LOWER  CANADA— 
Eaton,  Fern.  CenU  Soc,  by  Rev.  E.  J. 
Sherrin, 
HOME  MISSIONARY. 


16  91 

in  09 

90  00 
10  00 

8  00 
30  00 

18  00 

15  00 

f  00 

15  00 
95  SO 


15,126  55 
K.TAYLOR,  fffOivrtr, 


HMttipU  of  a*  Philadtfykia  Jgencw,  Jro\ 
ruarf  t5th  to  Morek  15<A,  1840.  jfev.' 
jFairdWW,  Seerttaty,  •  ' 

N£W-JERSGY— 

Caldwell,  Coll.  by  J.  A.  Burnet, 
.  Cedarville,  bal.  of  ColL  to  const.  Rev. 

A.  G.  Morte  a  L.  M. 
Fairfield,  Pr.  Ch.,  Coll.  by  Rev.  E.  Oe- 

born, 
Hanover,  Fen.  H.  M.  S.,  by  Miss  Har- 
'  riet  Woodrufl^  Treju., 
MAdiBt^ti^  Mii#.  Suc.r  by  Itfiv.  C.  ^, 

Ariii>» 
Mendham,   Her.  D.  If.  Johnton,   7; 

Coil,  ill  part,  by  L.  Couekliii^,  23, 
MorrJa  Pinini,  Alrf-  C  Co^idit^ 
Newark,  Stttnd  Pr.  C*.,  bul.  of  Coll., 
Third  Pr.   Uk,  ft.  B.  CampfiftJd, 
Eai).,  5;    MatthU*    Day,    aU;    A. 
Bcacb,  l^iqni,  ]5« 
NorUi  Hariiiuoii,  C{}|L  in  Ch.^,  in  paj-t, 

by  Rnv*  1.  Caoiplietl, 
BoiqeFflet,  Friand, 

Wantage,  Firn   €K  CoH.  to  can  it. 

Rer« Aoibtiii  y  Mc  R^y  n  old  s  a  L.Bt., 

Stcfmd  Pr*  CL-t  in  psrt,  m  consL 

Kav.  Eitward  Allen  m  L.  D. 

Weil  BloDDiSeld,  Fr^  Ch^  10  coaiL 

EttV.  gacaiieL  VV.  Fi^lier  ■  L.  M., 
)Ve«tvillei  Mou.  Cqcl.  Coll.,  by  C«  BT. 
Pierson,  ^ 

Premium  on  clnck, 

PENNSYLVANIA— 
East   Whiteland,  Pr.  Ch.  Colk,  by 

Rev.  A.  Converse, 
Harrlsburgb,  Pr.  ph.  1^.  Sch.,  by  J. 

Lancaster,  Adam  Reigart,  L.  M., 
Mount  Joy,  Coll.,  by  Rev.  A.  Con- 
verse, 
.    Newville,  Miss  Rnth  Irvine,  L.D., 
Philadelphia,  viz: 
'  CeiUrdl  Pr.  CIL  Mrs.  G.  Hood, 
I'trtt  Pr,  Ch,,  Ofiss  T.  Wheeler, 


■  Fek- 


17  36 
$00 

15  00 
350 

65  00 

90  00 
350 
1  10 

40  00 

15  00 

94 

30  op 

29  00 

40  00 

850 
906 

600 

13  00 

30  00 

632 
100  00 

10  00 
250 


Third  African  Ok„ 
Fifth  Pr,  Ch.,  Mon.  Con.  jCoU.,  by 
G.W.  McClelland,  Esq.,  * 

DELAWARE— 
Chrii^iana,  Pr.  Oh.  Mon.  Co&  Coll.,  by 
Rev.  N.  Patterson, 

MARYLAND- 
Baltimore,  Cecil, 


1  00 
183  38 

10  QQ 

500 
$679  16 


JUeeipto  of  the  CentrtU  Jgenev  at  XHiea,  if.  F., 
fromFebrnarflUh  to  jUarehlUkh,  ld4».  Rm. 
A,  Crane,  Secretary. 

BInghamton,  Cong.  Soc^  5  67 }  Presb. 


Soc.,inpart,59  25, 

64  92 

Bridgewater, 
CasBville,   ^ 

435 
450 

Chenango  Forks, 
6itbert«ville,lnpart, 

25  00 
35  Op 

Green, 

30  00 

Homer,  by  Rev.  8.  Cbafee, 

50  00 

Lenox,  Cong.  Soc^ 

Madison,   Cong.  Roe.   17  91}    Gideon 
Simmons,  by  M.  Piatt,  37, 

S3  00 

54  91 

Milford,  in  part, 

7  00 

Mount  Vernon, 

15  00 

New-Hartford,  b^., 

300 

New-Lisbon, 

25  00 

Norwich, 

18  73 

Ridge ville,  by  Rev.  S.  Howe, 

1150 
450 

Rome,  JPtrst  CJL,  of  which,  30  is  to 

const.  Rev.  Edward  0.  Dnaniag  a 
L.M..byC.Hom«ter, 

64  00 
34  67 
12  31 

Sherburn, 

Smyrna, 

Triangle  Ch.,  12  50 ;  Rev.  8.  Ellis,  13  SQ, 

39  00 

Utica,  Welch  Ch., 

80  00 

*'     Cong.  Ch.,  to  consf.E.yenioB  a 

30  OQ 

Vienna, 

600 

Weirtford, 

SB  00 

Winfield, 

12  69 

^06  87 


Rn.  Rennet  Roberts  acknowUigu  ikf  fbUomng 
from  the  JUld  of  ike  Marietta  Jgenev,  previoue 
to  Feb,  li;  1840,  ^ 


Amesville, 

Atheus,  Rev.  E.  Ballentine,  5 ;  Rev.  W. 

Andrews,  I ;  A.  G.  Brown,  Esq.,  6  ; 
*A,  R.  Gillmore,  3 ;  T.  Beardsley,  3 ; 

Friend,  1 }  Wm.  B.  Bearce,  3;  J.B. 

Miles,  5 }  C.  Foster,  1, 
Belpre, 
Big  Bottom, 
Burlington,  B.  Johnson, 
Chester. 

Cooleville,  Dr.  J.  Watemnw, 
Fearing, 
Jackson, 
McConnellsville,  Q-  C.  Converse,  S;  E. 

Corner,  1  50  {  Mrs.  Newell,  1,  - ' 
Porter, 
Warren, 
Watertown, 
WUkesv^e, 


850 


$130  08 
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THE    PASTOR'S    JOURNAL, 

OR, 

BKfiOTHES  or  B|BAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AHp  STRtUNQ  FACTS,  FIJRNtS^XD 
CHIEFLY  BT  CLERGVIIEN. 


THE  FIRST  FRAYER  |?l  THE  FAMILY. 
,[Fttr9i«h«d  by  a  Fwtor.] 

The  town  of  S.  ^bout  twenty-pve 
years  ago,  was  favored  with  a  revival 
of  religion.  Its  progress  was  first 
among  the  ypiuh,  and  a  large  circle 
of  those  who  had  thought  very  little 
of  their  relation  to  their  Maker,  or 
their  prospects  for  eternity,  had  their 
attention  turned  to  these  themes  with 
an  entirely  new  interest.  Truths 
touching  these  things,  appeared  now 
to  be  glorioles  realities,  while  the 
common  topics  of  attention  seemed 
as  shsCdows,  unworthy  the  labor  of 
ijrasping.  Changes  in  character,  in 
coippany,  in  pursuits  for  life,  v/ere 
witnessed,  sending  gladness  through 
the  hearts  of  many  christian  friends, 
and  extending,  there  is  every  reason 
to  hope,  among  the  angels  of  God. 
In  the  advancement  of  the  work, 
some  hundreds  were  hopeful  subjects, 
and  many  of  the  strong  oaks  of 
Bashan  had  their  heads  bowed,  and 
their  natures  changed.  Years  of 
fruitfulness  have  furnished  evidence 
that  it  was  God's  work,  and  that 
genuine  religion,  making  the  life 
good,  and  the  family  happy,  is  pro- 
moted in  revivals. 

Among  many  others,  was  a  parent, 
the  father  of  an  interesting  group  of 
children,  whom  he  yras  endeavoring 
to  educate  more  thoroughly,  and  with 
more  enlarged  views,  tljan  the  con* 
dition  of  his  parents  in  his  youth 
had  allowed  him  to  receive.  He  had 
been  a  prosperous  man,  had  gone  on 
uninterruptedly  for  a  series  of  years 
in  the  enlargement  of  his  posses- 
sions, and  the  improvement  of  his 
buildings,  and  now,  9  little  turned  of 


fifty,  he  saw  ^around  him  such  adomi- 
cil,  as  the  industrioqs,  and  frugal,  and 
greatly  prospered  yeomanry  of  New- 
England,  take  sometimes  pleasure  in 
seeing^  as  the  blessing  of  Ood  upoQ 
their  own  judlciopsly  directed  exer- 
tions. 

He  had  been  an  unusually  amiable 
and  regular  man  in  all  his  intercourse 
with  his  neighbors  and  acquaintance, 
with  not  a  slain  upon  his  cljarac- 
ter  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  were 
most  conversant  with  him.  He  had 
been  constant  in  his  attendance  upon 
the  worship  of  God  in  the  sanctuary, 
for  he  looked  upon  this  as  very  im- 
portant to  the  best  interests  of  society, 
and  he  most  cheierfully  paid  his  full 
proportion  in  defraying  the  expense 
of  sustaining  religious  institutions. 
He  thought  the  respectability  of  his 
children  depended  very  much  on 
their  good  conduct  and  appearance 
in  a  worshipping  congregation.  He 
thought  the  character  of  the  town  so 
inseparably  connected  with  a  respec- 
table congregation  on  the  Sabbath, 
that  it  was  worth  all  the  money  and 
time  which  was  bestowed  upon  the 
meeting-house  and  the  minister,  and 
a  regular  attendance  on  the  sanctuary. 
But  God,  as  he  afterwards  acknow- 
ledged, was  not  in  all  his  thoughts. 
Of  the  condition  of  his  soul,  or  his 
prospects  for  eternity,  he  was  not 
thinking.  Keenly  sensitive  to  the 
respectability  of  his  children  in 
this  life ;  of  their  interest  in  the  great 
salvation,  he  was  utterly  regardless. 
Of  their  associates  in  the  few  years 
of  time,  he  thought  much ;  but  re- 
specting their  companions  for  eter- 
nity, he  was  unconcerned.  He  lived 
without  prayer. 
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Until  about  the  period  of  his  life 
already  mentioned,  he  had,  though 
very  punctual  in  his  pew  on  the 
Sabbath,  very  rarely  attended  occa- 
sional meetings.  Now,  by  some  very 
sudden  and  unaccoub table  changes 
among  sone  of  his  neighbors  who 
had  been  at  the  social  praying  circle, 
he  was  led  to  go,  and  see  and  hear 
what  was  done  there. 

'*  Pray  without  ceasing,"  was  the 
topic  which  the  minister  very  fami- 
liarly explained  and  applied  to  his 
hearers.  The  reasonableness  of  the 
duty — for  creatures  so  constantly  de- 
pendent, and  upon  such  a  Being  as 
God — so  good — so  kind — so  near  us 
always— our  wants  for  time  and  for 
eternity  so  urgent — was  made  plain. 
It  did  indeed  appear  right  that  every 
one  should  pray.  The  manner  in 
which  the  duty  should  be  performed, 
and  the  encouragements  were  also 
urged.  Towards  the  conclusion, 
among  other  things,  he  said,  '<  There 
is  an  impenitent  sinner  here  to  night. 
I  will  describe  him.  He  arose  in  the 
morning  and  did  not  pray.  He  has 
asked  no  blessing  for  his  own  soul, 
or  for  his  friends  to  day.  He  has 
come  to  this  meeting,  but  he  has  not 
prayed  that  it  might  be  blessed  to  his 
own  soul.  O,  if  he  should  ever  be- 
come a  good  man,  the  first  record  re- 
specting him  would  be  "  behold  he 
prayeih.^^ 

Plain,  unadorned,  as  were  the  mat- 
ter and  the  manner  of  the  speaker, 
they  deeply  affected  this  man.  He 
thought  himself  singled  out,  and 
every  word  was  for  him.  His  prayer- 
less  life  troubled  him.  Why  he  had 
lived  so,  when  the  Bible  was  so  plain 
on  the  subject,  and  the  duty  so  rea- 
sonable, and  the  way  so  easy,  he 
could  not  tell.  He  at  once  deter- 
mined to  try.  Before  he  reached  his 
home,  though  the  earth  was  covered 
with  snow,  and  the  wind  blowing,  in 
a  retired  place  he  knelt  and  attempt- 
ed to  call  upon  God  for  mercy.  It 
was  new  and  strange  business  for 
him  to  pray.  The  attempt  taught 
him  useful  lessons  respecting  the 
condition  of  his  heart.  He  found 
there  were  evils  there  which  he 
never  imagined.  More  than  once 
previous  to  reaching  home,  he  at- 


tempted to  ask  pardon  for  his  past 
life,  and  help  for  time  to  come.  But 
there  seemed  to  be  a  wall  of  sin  be- 
tween him  and  his  Maker.  He  re- 
turned to  his  family,  but  not  to  in- 
form them  of  the  impressions  which 
he  had  received.  He  kept  it  a  se- 
cret locked  up  in  his  own  bosom,  that 
he  had  any  new  views  of  himself  in 
his  relations  to  his  Maker,  or  his 
wants  as  bound  to  eternity.  Some 
days  passed  away  in  which  he  at- 
tempted to  make  himself  better  and 
learn  to  pray,  but  like  Bunyan's  pil- 
grirn  in  the  slough  of  despond,  the 
more  he  struggled  to  get  put,  the 
deeper  he  sunk  in  the  mire.  After 
various  expedients,  in  reading,  in 
fasting  and  trying  to  pray,  he  at 
length  came  iq  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  too  late  for  him,  that  he  had  sin- 
ned beyond  the  limit  of  mercy.  With 
this  impression,  he  went  one  day  into 
his  barn,  and  engaged  in  his  work 
with  his  mind  very  much  dejected. 
He  was  threshing  wheat,  and  medi- 
tating upon  his  lost  condition,  his 
wasted  years,  his  having  cast  off  the 
fear  of  God  and  restramed  prayer. 
He  thought  that  he  was  having  all 
his  good  things  in  this  life.  While  he 
in  heaviness  was  thus  reflecting  upon 
his  sins,  the  text,  "My  son,  give  me 
thine  heart,"  occurred  to  him.  Can 
it  be,  that  God  makes  such  a  require- 
ment as  this?  He  knows  what  a 
heart  I  have,  how  hard,  how  polluted, 
bow  unfit  for  life,  or  for  death,  and 
yet  he  says,  "  Give  me  thine  heart." 
What  can  he  want  of  my  heart. 
He  wants  it  to  make  it  good,  to  create 
it  anew,  to  wash  it  in  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  make  it  a  temple  meet  for 
the  residence  of  his  Spirit,  "  I  drpp- 
ped  my  flail,"  said  he, "  and  prostra- 
ting myself  upon  the  straw,  I  said,  Q 
Lord,  if  thou  canst  except  of  such  a 
heart  as  mine,  here  it  is.  I  give  my- 
self, just  as  I  am,  a  poor,  vile  sinner," 
So  wonderful  did  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion now  appear  to  him,  so  new,  so 
suited  to  the  condition  of  the  lost  that 
it  seemed  to  him  he  had  spent  all  his 
life  in  the  dark,  and  he  was  affected 
to  tears  that  nobody  had  ever  ex- 
plained to  him  the  way  of  salvation. 
But  even  after  this,  some  days  passed 
before   he  informed    his  wife   and 
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children  of  any  change  in  his  feel- 
ings. 

It  was  very  soon  impressed  upon 
his  mind  that  he  must  pray  in  his 
family.  Here  was  a  great  struggle. 
His  children  were  now  from  twelve 
to  twenty  years  of  age,  and  the  older 
ones  much  better  educated  tiian  him- 
self. They  had  been  abroad  to  the 
best  schools,  while  from  his  neglect- 
ed youth  his  mind  was  but  little  cul- 
tivated. He  had  a  large  share  of 
diffidence,  and  the  tempter  now  made 
violent  assaults  on  that  amiably  weak 
side.  His  children  conversed  re- 
specting grammar,  and  rhetoric,  and 
the  elegancies  of  refined  conversa- 
tion, and  the  beauties  of  poetry,  with 
occasional  criticisms  upon  the  lan- 
guage and  pronunciation  of  those 
who  had  the  provincialisms  abound- 
ing around  them.  How  could  he 
pray  before  them  ? 

Many  days  passed,  and  his  mental 
agony  increased.  At  times,  duty 
seemed  plain,  and  then  again  his 
want  of  qualifications  seemed  more 
plain.  He  resolved  that  he  would 
commence  family  prayers  on  a  given 
day,  the  period  arrived  and  company 
was  present  and  his  plans  broken  up. 
It  was  then  postponed  to  another,  but 
difficulties  only  increased.  These 
conflicts  were, to  this  time,  shut  up  in 
his  own  bosom^  he  had  not  disclosed 
them  even  to  his  wife.  From  reason 
and  revelation  it  seemed  plainly  his 
duty  to  pray  with  his  family,  and 
he  had  fearful  apprehensions,  lest  hU 
riiould  be  found  among  the  "  families 
that  call  not  on  hi»name." 

One  Sabbath,  he  was  determined 
that  he  would  make  a  beginning.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  time,  and 
endeavored  to  store  his  mind  with 
expressions  and  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  petitions  he  heard  in  the 
sanctuary,  and  hoped  that  he  mi|rht 
succeed.  The  evening  was  passing 
away,  his  children  one  after  another 
retired,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  left 
together.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  he 
disclosed  to  her  the  trial  which  agi- 
tated his  bosom.  He  proposed  to 
pray  with  her.  He  arose,  took  his 
position  by  his  chair,  and  said,  '*  Our 
Father  which  art  in  heaven."  It  was 
the  first  exclamation  that  ever  fell 


from  his  lips,  as  a  social  address  to 
the  object  of  worship.  He  repeated 
it  again.  Not  another  word  did  he 
say.  He  still  stood  in  the  attitude  of 
devotion ;  it  seemed  to  him  as  though 
his  mind  went  out— such  a  darkness 
came  over  him.  He  burst  into  a  flood 
of  tears,  and  sat  down.  His  wife 
wept  with  him.  It  was  a  moment  of 
torturing  anguish.  His  wife  retired, 
and  he  took  the  Bible.  In  his  read- 
ing, he  came  to  this  passage,  "  But 
thou,  when  thou  prayest  enter  into 
thy  closet,  and  when  thou  hast  shut 
thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which 
is  in  secret,  and  thy  Father  which 
seeth  in  secret  shall  reward  the 
openly."  The  thought  occurred  to 
him,  that  he  must  pray  in  secret  ibr 
aid  to  pray  in  his  family.  This  was 
the  meaning  o(^^  reward  thee  openly. ^^ 
He  had  been  reading  and  meditating, 
and  seeking  qualifications  to  lead  his 
family  devotions,  but  he  had  not  made 
it  a  subject  of  special  prayer  in  his 
closet,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
pray  in  his  family. 

He  knelt  at  once  and  spread  before 
his  Father^  who  seeth  in  secret,  his 
desires.  The  dark  cloud  seethed  to 
break  away,  God  could  help  him, 
though  so  weak  in  himself.  The 
next  morning,  before  engaging  in 
any  other  service,  he  hastened  to  his 
closet  and  earnestly  plead  for  aid  in 
conducting  his  family  devotions.  He 
came  from  that  retirement,  and  asked 
all  his  children  to  be  assembled.  He 
said  first  to  his  wife,  '^I  have  a  con- 
fession to  make  to  you.  you  have 
never  heard  me  pray.  I  have  lired 
fifty  years  and  have  never  prayed  in 
my  family."  Addressing  his  chil- 
dren he  said,  "Will  you  forgive  your 
father  for  neglecting  to  pray  with 
you.  I  am  verily  guilty,  for  I  ought 
to  have  prayed  with  you  from  your 
earliest  infancy.  Grod  has  required 
it,  and  it  is  a  most  reasonable  duty. 
Will  you  forgive  me?"  He  then  took 
the  Bible  and  read  the  fifty-first 
Psalm.  "  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O 
God,  according  to  the  multitude  of 
thy  tender  mercies,  blot  out  my  trans- 
gressions, d:^."  He  then  said.  "  Let 
us  pray  to  God,  that  he  may  lorgive 
us." 

In  speaking  of  that  hour,  he  said. 
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"  How  delightful  it  seemed  to  eome 
to  God  with  my  family.  I  could  have 
prayed  all  day.  I  never  loved  my 
wife  and  children  so  well  before.  I 
thought  of  them  as  immortal  beings. 
That  they  bad  souls  seemed  entirely 
new  to  me,  and  from  that  moment,  I 
had  not  only  a  new  degree  of  happi- 
ness in  my  family,  but  enjoyed  a 
new  and  more  interesting  kind  than 
ever  before."  In  relating  this  to  the 
writer,  some  years  afterwards,  he  re- 
marked, "  I  have  ever  since,  in  my 
prayers  in  the  closet,  ^sked  for  help 
to  pray  in  my  family." 

Some  happy  years  passed  over  that 
household,  and  the  father  went  to 
join  the  blessed  dead  that  die  in  the 
Lord. 


SOLEMN   AUMONITIONS  TO  BiiCKSLlDEB^. 
IFaroithed  by  •  Clergymaaln  the  Weat.]' 

Facts  are  continually  occurring 
within  the  bounds  of  my  pastoral  la- 
bor, which  ought  to  send  <^onsterna- 
tion  to  the  heart  of  every  wanderer 
from  the  fold  of  Christ. 

Last  week  I  was  called  1o  attend 
the  funeral  of  Mrs.  B.,  about  two 
miles  from  this  village.  She  was  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  and  had 
been  with  her  husband  a  member  of 
a  church  in  Ohio.  Since  removing 
to  this  country  they  had  never  at- 
tended public  worship— their  Bible, 
like  their  christian  character,  was 
torn  in  pieces  and  lost,  and  the  altar 
of  the  Lord  broken  down.  The  wo- 
man was  ill  in  the  morning,  but  not 
so  much  so  as  to  prevent  her  hus- 
band and  all  the  larger  children  from 
going  to  their  usual  business.  About 
two  o'clock,  according  to  the  account 
of  a  daughter  ten  years  old,  she  sat 
down  by  the  fire,  and  her  head  fell 
U{)on  her  bosom ;  she  spoke  to  her  to 
raise  it  up ;  but  there  was  no  reply- 
she  was  DEAU !  And  the  soul  which 
had  entered  into  solemn  covenant 
with  Christ  to  be  his  for  ever— had 
gone  to  answer  for  her  broken  vows, 


and  neglected  covenant  obligations. 
It  was  overwhelming  to  see  the  bit- 
terness of  grief  of  her  husband  and 
eleven  of  her  children,  from  one  year 
old  and  upward,  as  they  looked  upOn 
her  for  the  last  time.  Special  effect 
will  be  made  by  the  church  to  give 
them  that  instruction,  which  they 
were  hot  likely  to  receive  from  her. 

Yesterday,  in  visiting  five  miles 
from  here  in  another  direction,  I 
was  told  that  a  family  in  deep  afflic- 
tion, would  be  glad  to  see  me.  A 
ride  of  about  a  mil6  over  the  rolling 
hills  of  the  beaiitiful  oak  orchard, 
brought  us  to  their  log  cabin,  situated 
in  a  lovely  valley,  with  a  little  clear- 
ing around  it.  Soon  after  we  were 
seated  around  the  great  fire-place, 
they  voluntarily  communicated  tne  fol- 
lowing facts,  with  broken  hearts.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  at  the  East,  they  pro- 
fessed to  beeome  Christians.  They 
had  no  family,  except  the  child  of  a 
friend.  Who  died  when  it  was  a  day 
old :  and  which  they  adopted  when 
it  was  six  weeks  old.  This  child  had 
grown  to-be  a  young  woman  of  six^ 
teen  years,  and  was  to  them  as  the 
**  ewe  lamb."  She  had  be6n  severely 
afflicted  with  the  ague  of  this  coun- 
try, and  last  winter  it  so  overcame 
her  system  as  to  occasion  a  dropsioal 
consumption.  In  dreadful  lufiering 
she  languished  four  months,  till  a 
few  weeks  since,  and  died.  During 
all  that  time,no  chrtetian  friend  spokn 
one  word  to  her,  or  ofiered  one  prayer 
to  God  by  her  bed  side.  "I  HAi> 
LivEo  so,  since  we  have  been  in  this 
country,"  said  the  sobbing  father, 
*'  that  I  could  not  open  my  mouth  to 
speak  to  her  about  her  soul.  And  I 
had  to  see  her  languish  and  die  with^ 
out  doing  it.  Oh !  If  she  could  biU  be 
restored  to  %is  /" 

They  seem  to  be  reclaimed,  and 
determined  henceforth  to  live  for  God. 
But  they  will  go  mourning  to  their 
graves,  that  their  backslidings  dis- 
qualified them  utterly  to  instruct  or 
admonish  their  beloved  child*  till  nhe 
was  removed  to  eternity.  No  lan- 
guage can  describe  the  bitter  repen- 
tance those  are  laying  up  for  them- 
selves, who  depart  from  the  living 
God. 
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Go, Pbbach  the  Gospel Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  pskaoh,  except  they  be  sbnt  7  .  •  •  •  Bom.  x.  16. 

Vol.  Xia*  JinVBy  1840.  Timm  s* 

[CommunicatecL] 

WHAT  CONSTITUTES  THE  STRENGTH  OP  A  CHURCH? 

Not  NunfBERs.  A  church  may  be  very  numerous  as  to  members,  and  yel 
very  feeble.  In  proportion  as  a  church  is  increased  by  accessions  of 
worldly  minded,  unholy,  and  slothful  members,  is  her  power  weakened.  It 
is  no  strength  to  an  army  to  receive  accessions  of  soldiers  who  are  not 
hearty  in  the  cause  in  which  they  have  enlisted,  but  who  are  at  any  time 
liable  to  act  the  traitor's  part.  And  it  is  no  strength  to  a  church  to  receive 
accessions  of  members  who  are  lovers  of  the  world  more  than  lovers  of 
God,  and  who  are  liable  to  desert  their  posts  at  times  which  require  the 
greatest  decision  in  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer. 

Not  AGE.  A  church  may  be  venerable  for  its  age,  it  may  have  existed 
centuries,  and  yet  have  but  little  strength.  What  has  become  of  some  of  the 
ancient  churches  of  New-England  1  What  has  become  of  some  of  Uie 
churches  planted  by  our  fathers  in  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage?  What 
has  become  of  most  of  the  ancient  churches  established  by  the  apostles  and 
first  teachers  of  Christianity  ?  Their  light  has  become  darkness.  The 
places  where  they  stood  present  scenes  of  spiritual  desolation. 

Not  WEALTH.  A  church  may  abound  in  the  wealth  of  this  world  without 
being  rich  toward  God.  Some  seem  to  think,  that  if  men  of  wealth  can  be 
brought  into  a  church  with  ever  so  little  religion,  (with  or  without  religion,) 
that  church  must  be  strong.  But,  generally  speaking,  churches  are  weak- 
ened in  proportion  as  they  irust  in  the  wealth  of  this  world. 

Not  MENTAL  ABILITY  AND  AcamREMENTs.  Whcrc  is  tfce  wisc  ?  Wbcro  is 
the  disputer  of  this  world  ?  Has  not  God  made  foolish  the  wisdom  of 
this  world  ?  A  church  may  contain  many  men  of  distinguished  talents  and 
learning,  and  yet  possess  but  little  strength. 

As  the  strength  of  a  church  consists  neither  in  the  number  of  its  mem- 
bers, nor  in  its  age,  nor  in  its  wealth,  nor  in  its  intelligence,  so  it  does  not 
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consist  in  all  of  these  united.  A  church  may  have  a  thousand  members ; 
it  may  have  existed  for  many  generations ;  it  liiay  abound  in  temporal  pos- 
sessions, and  in  talents  and  learning,  and  yet  be  very  feeble.  But  if  the 
strength  of  a  church  consists  neither  in  its  numbers,  nor  its  age,  nor  its 
wealth,  nor  its  mental  abilities,  nor  in  all  of  these  united,  in  what  does  it 
consist  ? 

I.  In  its  PIETY.  Let  a  church  be  eminently  pious ;  let  all  its  members  be 
holy  unto  the  Lord;  and  whatever  their  number,  wealth,  and  talents,  that 
church  will  be  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Let  a 
church  be  a  living  one ;  let  its  members  be  truly  and  eminently  holy  ;  let 
them  breathe  the  spirit  of  Christ ;  let  them  live  as  in  the  atmosphere  of 
heaven,  and  their  influence  will  be  powerful  and  happy.  Who  has  not 
observed  the  happy  influence  which  a  very  devoted  Christian  sometimes 
exerts  over  the  whole  body  of  professors  with  whom  he  is  connected? 
Such  an  individual,  though  young,  and  of  small  worldly  possessions,  with 
the  blessing  of  God,  sometimes  diffuses  a  holy  and  benign  influence 
through  the  entire  church  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  is  instrumental  of 
greatly  elevating  the  standard  of  piety  among  his  brethren  in  Christ.  If 
an  individual  Christian  can  efiect  so  much  good,  what  might  not  be  effected 
by  a  church  composed  of  such  members  ?  If  all  the  members  of  a  church 
were  eminently  pious ;  if  they  lived  very  near  to  God,  so  that  all  who  wit- 
nessed them  were  constrained  to  acknowledge  that  they  were  true  disci- 
ples, the  power  of  that  church— its  influence  on  the  surroundiug  population 
would  be  great. 

Piety  constitutes  the  strength  of  a  church  by  operating  in  three  ways,  viz. 

(1.)  In  the  way  of  instrtiction,  A  church,  formed  of  truly  and  emi- 
nently pious  members,  is  constantly  imparting  rich  spiritual  instruction.  It 
is  a  city  on  a  hill.  It  is  a  light  shining  in  darkness.  It  manifests  its  rela- 
tion to  that  Life  which  is  declared  to  be  the  Light  of  men.  It  imparts 
instruction  by  its  pastor,  who  every  Sabbath,  as  well  as  on  various  occa- 
sions, unfolds,  defends  and  enforces  the  great  principles  and  duties  of  olir 
holy  religion.  It  imparts  instruction  by  its  private  members  in  the  Sabbath 
school,  forming  multitudes  of  young  immortals  to  virtue  and  piety,  and 
preparing  them  to  shine  as  lights  in  the  world.  It  impaits  instruction  also 
by  private  conversation.  A  church,  composed  of  truly  pious  and  spiritual 
members,  may,  by  the  private  intercourse  of  those  members  with  their 
acquaintances  and  friends,  induce  many  cordially  to  embrace  religion  and 
walk  in  its  paths.  Let  all  who  know  and  love  the  Lord,  who  trust  in  the 
Saviour  and  obey  his  voice,  recommend  that  Saviour  to  their  respective 
friends ;  let  them,  in  the  spirit  of  christian  kindness  say  to  them,  come  with 
us  and  we  will  do  you  good,  and  the  influence  will  be  most  happy.  Let 
the  conversation  of  Christians  be  with  grace,  seasoned  with  salt ;  let  it  flow 
from  hearts  warmed  with  love  to  God  and  souls,  from  the  abundance  of  the 
heart ;  let  the  mouth  speak  in  commendation  of  religion ;  let  this  be  done 
by  all  the  members  of  a  church,  and  the  consequences  will  be  truly  benign. 
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(2.)  Piety  constitutes  the  strength  of  a  church  by  operating  in  the  way 
of  example.  In  a  fair  christian  example  there  is  great  moral  power.  Do 
you  see  an  individual  who  evidently  lives  in  the  fear  and  love  of  God ;  who 
evidently  cherishes  an  affectionate  reliance  on  the  Saviour,  and  carefully 
walks  in  his  steps ;  who  evidently  seeks  the  eternal  welfare  of  his  soul  in 
preference  to  his  temporal  interest;  who  cultivates  purity  of  heart,  humi- 
lity, temperance,  patience,  and  contentment;  who  habitually  practices 
agreeably  to  the  direction,  "  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them ;"  who  manifests  a  sacred  regard  to  truth, 
meekness,  righteousness,  mercy,  and  peace :  in  short,  do  you  see  a  person 
who  sincerely,  constantly,  and  faithfully  discharges  his  duty  toward  God 
and  man  agreeably  to  the  principles  and  requirements  of  the  sacred  scrip- 
tures ;  who,  wherever  he  is,  and  however  employed,  manifests  the  spirit  of 
Christ— you  see  one  who  exerts  great  moral  power,  whose  influence  is  feft 
in  checking  and  discountenancing  sin,  and  in  promoting  true  hoHness. 
The  world  is  the  better  and  the  happier  on  his  account.  Were  all  the 
members  of  a  church  such  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds,  and  in  their  con- 
stant deportment ;  did  they  constantly  hold  up  the  religion  of  Christ  to  the 
view  of  others  by  their  example,  how  extensive  and  happy  would  be  their 
influence.  The  surrounding  people  would  either  be  allured  to  imitation 
by  the  brightness  of  their  example,  or  constrained  to  retire  from  it,  as  una- 
ble to  bear  its  reproof, 

(3.)  Piety  gives  strength  to  a  church  by  operating  in  the  way  of  prayer. 
Prayer,  it  has  often  been  justly  said,  is  the  breath  of  piety.  Religion  can 
no  more  exist  in  the  heart  without  it,  than  a  man  can  live  without  air. 
Every  man  of  prayer  has  power  with  God.  Elijah,  by  prayer,  both  opened 
and  shut  the  windows  of  heaven.  A  few  men  of  prayer  are  a  greater  safe- 
guard to  a  nation  than  powerful  fleets  and  armies.  Prayer  secures  to  the 
pious  the  favor  of  God.  It  brings  to  the  aid  of  the  cause  they  plead  his 
own  almighty  power.  And  with  that  power  in  their  favor  what  may  not  a 
few  Christians  do?  Were  all  the  members  of  a  church  really  and  earnestly 
engaged  in  prayer,  what  blessings  would  be  too  great  for  them  to  expect  ? 
Their  influence  might  be  felt,  not  only  in  their  own  vicinity,  and  during 
their  own  day,  but  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  to  the  remotest  period  of 
time.  The  prayer  of  the  church  is  mighty,  because  it  prevails  with  him 
who  has  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  Prayer  for  things  agreeable  to 
his  will,  viewed  m  connexion  with  his  power  and  promise,  is  invested 
with  the  properties  of  omnipotence.  Let  a  church  be  composed  of  truly 
praying  members,  and  their  united,  humble,  fervent,  persevering  prayer^ 
through  the  omnipotent  favor  of  God,  will  open  the  windows  of  heaven,  and 
produce  spiritual  blessings  in  a  rich  variety.  Thus  the  strength  of  a  church 
consists  in  its  piety ;  in  its  piety  as  operating  in  the  way  Of  instruction, 
example,  and  prayer.  And  if  in  any  instance  the  moral  influence  of  a 
church  is  not  great  and  happy,  it  is  because  that  church  is  deficient  in  piety. 

Does  the  question  again  return,  what  constitutes  the  strength  of  a  church  ? 
I  answer, 
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n.  UmoN.  In  «vcry  society  union  is  strength.  This  is  emphatibally  the 
case  ^th  a  christian  chnreh.  Its  strength  is  mach  in  proportion  to  its 
union.  Let  its  members,  whether  few  or  many,  be  drawn  closely  to  Chrbt 
by  the  chords  of  love,  and  at  the  same  time  proportionably  to  each  other, 
and  ltd  strength  will  be  great.  Let  the  members  of  a  church  draw  together 
in  the  tfame  direction,  and  they  can  accomplish  whatever  they  design.  But 
If  they  dratv  in  opposition  to  each  other,  they  can  accomplish  nothing. 

An  immense  amount  of  moral  power  is  lost  to  the  church  through  want 
of  union.  In  many  churches  of  different  denominations  there  is  such  a 
diversity  of  interests  and  feelings,  they  draw  in  such  various  directions, 
that  their  power  is  suspended  and  destroyed.  Expending  their  whole 
strength  in  opposing  one  another,  they  can  do  nothing  for  the  conversion  of 
sinners  unto  God.  Look  at  almost  any  church,  and  you  will  see  its  beauty 
marred  and  its  strength  weakened  by  internal  divisions.  If  all  the  moral 
power  which  is  lost  to  the  world  by  the  divisions  and  contentions  of  the 
church,  were  exerted  in  extending  the  empire  of  truth  and  righteousness, 
the  result  would  be  unspeakably  happy. 

It  is  in  the  piety  and  the  union  of  the  church  that  her  great  strength  lieth. 
A  holy  prophet  called  upon  ancient  Zion  to  put  on  her  strength.  O  that 
Zion  in  our  day,  and  in  eveiy  land,  would  hear  this  call !  O  that  every 
church  at  the  West  and  East,  whether  of  smaller  or  of  greater  numbers, 
would  hear  this  voice !  The  times  in  which  we  live,  the  circumstances  that 
encircle  us,  the  subjects  which  agitate  the  community,  the  divisions  amoB|r 
christians,  both  of  Europe  and  America,  call  upon  the  churches  of  our  land 
lo  cultivate  ardent  piety,  and  an  affectionate  union  among  themselves.  Let 
me  then  earnestly  entreat,  and  solemnly  conjure,  every  professing  friend  of 
Jesus,  of  every  name  and  denomination,  to  cultivate  eminent  piety,  and  a 
spirit  of  harmony  and-  love. 

A  PASTOR 

In  Essex  County,  Mass. 


eottcsponKetrcc  of  tftt  M.  f^.  fa.  <Sb. 


REVIVALS  OF  RELIGION 

IN     THE     MISSIONARY    C0N6REOATI0NS. 

**^Iii  tt«  mitUt  of  strath  remember  merej/" 
How  eorrect  is  the  appreciation  of  the 
divine  character,  implied  in  this  petition ! 
While  God  abhors  and  punishes  sin,  he  still 
pities  aianers,  and  his  mercy  is  ever  ready 


to  flow  forth  when  they  repent  and  seek  his 
forgiving  grace. 

It  has  been  a  time  of  lorath.  Sickness, 
commercial  embarrassment,  political  and 
ecclesiastical  agitation,  and  other  public  mod 
social  evils,  have  covered  the  proapeots  of 
Zion  with  portentous  clouds.  But  the  saints 
cried  unto  the  Lord  and  he  has  heard  them. 
In  the  midst  of  all  this  deserved  wrath*  hf 
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ha$  remembered  merey.  He  has  freely 
given  tliat  greatest  of  bleesiDgs,  bis  Holy 
Spirit.  Besides  the  immeasurable  benefits 
of  an  extensive  work  of  grace  to  the  indivi- 
daals  who  are  iu  subjects,  there  are  many 
happy  results  to  the  church  at  large.  The 
institutions  of  benevolence  will  probably  be 
greatly  strengthened  and  encouraged.  In 
the  department  of  Home  Missions,  we  can 
already  discern  the  genial  influence  of  the 
revival,  in  the  increase  of  christian  liberality. 
And  we  confidently  expect  from  the  feeble 
churches  who  have  been  visited  by  the 
Spirit  of  gn^oe,  an  increase  of  their  efiorts  to 
sustain  themselves,  and  a  diminution  in  the 
amount  which  they  will  nsk  from  the  mis- 
siqnary  treasury.  O  there  is  nothing  which 
caa  impart  snch  activity  and  power  to  the 
machinery  of  benevolepoe,  as  to  have  the 
living  Spirit  abiding  within  the  wheels ! 


Extracts  of  a  Letter  from  Rev.  S. 
Peetj  Milwaukief  Wis,  Ter. 

God  is  now  visiting  this  region 
with  powerful  revivals  of  religion. 
The  harvest  is  great,  but  the  laborers 
are  few.  Calls,  pressing,  distressing 
calls,  are  constantly  coming  to  nre  by 
letter,  by  verbal  message,  and  by 
mcD,  20,  40,  and  50  miles  for  help. 
I  have  been  almost  compelled  to 
yield  to  these  calls,  though  obliged 
sometimes  to  leave  my  own  people 
destitute.  The  work  spread  from 
Pike  Grove  to  Southport.  That 
whole  village  has  been  shaken.  Ra- 
cine also  is  visited.  The  revivals  in 
that  region  have  been  principally 
promoted  by  the  labors  of  Rev.  O. 
F.  Curtis. 

Last  week  I  was  sent  for  to  attend 
a  special  meeting  at  Prairie  village. 
I  went  and  spent  five  days.  There 
is  a  glorious  work  there,  still,  solemn, 
deep— no  noise  and  no  opposition. 
There  are,  it  is  believed,  forty  clear 
cases  of  conversion.  O  how  etfsily 
God  can  do  the  work  when  he  takes 
it  into  his  own  hand ! 


From  Rev.R.K.  McCoy,  Clayton^IU. 

My  congregations  have  been  in- 
creasing in  numbers  for  some  months 
past,  and  we  rejoice  to  say  the  Lord 


has  sent  some  mercy  ^rops  on  this 
thirsty  section  of  Zion.  We  had  a 
precious  season  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  year.  Several  professed 
to  find  the  Saviour  precious  to  their 
souls,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  have 
united  with  our  chmrch  on  profession 
of  their  faith.  O  how  thankful  should 
we  feel  for  these  divine  favors !  All 
our  contentions  and  hard  feelings 
between  church  members  are  forgot- 
ten ;  and,  I  hope,  a  more  healthy  and 
holy  feeling  has  been  enjoyed  by  this 
people  for  some  months  past.  May 
the  good  Shepherd  continue  with  ns ! 


From  Rev,  J,  J,  Miter y  Knoxvilley  RL 

The  last  month  has  been  one  of 
peculiar  interest  to  our  church.  At 
the  suggestion  of  the  members  (^ 
the  session  we  held  a  church  meet- 
ing, the  primary  object  of  which 
was  the  mcreased  sanctification  of 
the  church.  The  effect  was  decided 
and  happy.  They  were  never  in  a 
better  state  of  feeling  since  my  con- 
nection with  them.  They  have  exhi- 
bited a  degree  of  humility,  and 
stronp^  fraternal  affection,  which  are 
a  deligl^tful  exemplification  of  the 
transforming  influence  of  the  Gospel. 
And  at  present  there  is  a  degree  of 
confidence  in  each  other,  and  a  one- 
ness of  feeling  which  is  not  often 
surpassed,  even  where  the  original 
mi^terials  were  far  more  homoge- 
neous. Said  a  worthy  brother  who 
has  recently  united  with  us  from  an 
adjoining  state,  '^  When  I  was  about 
to  leave  the  church,  the  brethren  dis- 
suaded me  from  removing  my  femily 
to  a  region  where  the  institutions  of 
the  Gospel  could  not  be  enjoyed. 
But,"  said  he,  *'  it  is  more  than  20 
years  since  I  left  my  native  state, 
New-Jersey,  and  I  have  never  felt  at 
home,  in  the  bosom  of  Zion,  until 
now."  This  is  the  testimony  of 
more  than  one  in  this  little  spiritual 
family.  The  meeting  referred  to 
has  tended  greatly  to  increase  these 
attachments. 

The  influence  of  the  meeting  was 
likewise  felt  by  the  impenitent  part 
of  the  congregation.    Several  wer% 
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hopefully  cenverted.  Some  of  the 
cases  had  been  noted  for  their  wick- 
edness. The  result  in  one  family 
was  truly  affecting.  Four  orphan 
children  were  among  the  hopeful 
subjecte.  The  oldest  was  a  wife  and  a 
mother.  This  ladv  had  the  care  of  the 
other  three,  the  eldest  of  whom  was 
17.  They  all  attended  the  meeting, 
and  professedly  consecrated  them- 
selves to  the  Lord  Jesus.  She  in- 
formed me  that  her  father,  who  had 
long  been  a  Christian,  on  his  death 
bed  earnestly  committed  his  penni- 
less children  to  the  protection  of  a 
covenant-keeping  God. 

Another  interesting  case  was  that 
of  a  young  man  recently  from  the 
state  of  Maine.  He  told  me  he  came 
to  this  state  with  the  expectation  of 
finding  no  one  but  "  heathen  and  i 
savages."  "Often," said  he, "has the 
Spirit  urged  me  to  repent,  and  never 
have  I  yielded  to  his  authority  until  1 
I  came  to  a  region  where  I  supposed 
his  influences  were  not  felt." 


From  Rev,  C.  E,  Murdoch^  Round 
Prairie^  III, 

For  the  last  three  months  the  things 
of  religion  have  been  increasing  in 
interest,  and  now  I  am  enjoying  the 
blessed  satisfaction  of  witnessing  a 
happy  work  of  grace  in  the  very 
midst  of  and  around  us.  Both  the 
churches  to  which  I  minister  have 
experienced  their  share  of  evils  inci- 
dent to  new  countries.  But  they  are 
all  melting  away.  A  similar  state  of 
things  exists  in  Quincy,  Carthage, 
and  other  places  in  this  region. 


connexion  with  the  means  used.in  the  Pres- 
byterian churches  of  Manchester  and  Win- 
chester; of  whom  seventy-Jive  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  communion  on  examination  of 
the  grounds  of  their  hope.  We  subjoin  a  few 
extracts. 

The  Lord  was  indeed  in  the  midst 
of  his  people,  and  his  grace  was  dis- 
played in  the  salvation  of  dying  sin- 
ners. From  twenty  to  thirty  atten- 
ded our  inquiring  meetings  daily. 
Among  those  who  have  united  with 
the  Presbyterian  church,  are  two  of 
the  lawyers  of  this  village,  both 
young  men  of  promise.  One  of 
them  was  formerly  a  Universalist 
preacher  at  the  East.  Several  who 
were  far  gone  in  intemperance,  are 
now  clothed  in  their  right  mind,  and 
are  sitting  at  the'feet  of  Christ.  Truly 
the  Lord  has  been  gracious  unto  us, 
and  to  him  be  all  the  glory.  Our 
church  here  has  more  than  doubled 
during  the  last  year,  and  although 
still  weak,  yet  a  foundation  has  been 
laid,  upon  which,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  a  large  church  may  be  built  up 
in  this  place. 


Rev.  W.  W,  Woods,  of  Putnamville, 
Ind,, 

Writes, — We  held  a  communion 
season  in  this  church  on  the  first 
Sabbath  of  March,  at  which  time  ten 
persons  united  with  the  church  for 
the  first  time.  The  meeting  was 
deeply  interesting,  and  Grod  evidently 
looked  upon  us  in  mercy. 


From  Rev,  G^  C,  Wood,  Winchester, 
III, 

In  the  Home  Missionary  for  March  last, 
p,  249,  Mr.  Wood  reported  the  happy  com- 
mencement of  a  work  of  grace  about  the  be- 
^nning  of  the  present  year.  From  a  letter 
recently  received,  we  learn  that  eighty  souls 
tire  supposed,  during  the  year  ending  April 
1st,  to  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  in 


From    Rev.    A.   T.    Rankin,  Fort 

'  Wayne,  Ind, 

The  present  is  the  most  interesting 
time  this  church  has  ever  witnessed. 
God  has  answered  our  prayers,  and 
poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  the  church 
and  congregation.  Though  we  can- 
not say  we  enjoy  a  revival,  yet  the 
members  are  more  alive  to  the  im- 
portance, of  laboring  for  the  con- 
version of  sinners,  than  I  ever  have 
geen  them;  and  there  are  ?nore  pe^:- 
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sons  in  the  congregation  inquiring, 
than  I  ever  have  known  at  one  time. 
Last  Sabbath  the  communion  was 
administered;  five  were  received  on 
profession;  and  many  olhers  are 
awakened,  some  of  whom  are  enter- 
taining a  hope.  Through  the  winter 
there  was  much  serious  feeling  at 
times,  in  the  congregation^  These 
impressions  seem  to  have  been  deep- 
ened, by  the  providence  of  God.  A 
short  time  since,  a  member  of  the 
congregation,  after  a  protracted  ill- 
ness, died.  Her  death-bed  scene  was 
very  peculiar,  and  for  a  while  the 
most  distressing,  but  in  the  end,  it  is 
hoped,  terminated  favorably.  Many 
on  the  day  of  her  death  visited  her; 
and  none  could  have  failed  to  see  the 
necessity  of  attending  to  religion  in 
health,  while  many  were  convinced 
of  their  guilt  and  danger.  It  appears 
God  has  made  that  dispensation  the 
means  of  calling  up  the  attention  of 
many  to  seek  salvation. 


From  Rev,  H.  Smithy  Bristol^  Lapeer 
Co.,  Mich, 

At  both  my  stations  there  has  been 
an  interesting  state  of  religious  feel- 
ing during  the  winter.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  four 
heads  of  families  have  been  hopefully 
converted  to  God,  who,  with  four 
other  individuals,  have  been  recently 
received  as  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational church;  two  of  the 
four,  by  letters  of  recommendation, 
and  the  rest  by  profession.  This 
church  was  organized  about  a  year 
and  a  half  ago  with  nine  members, 
and  it  has  now  31. 

During  the  last  quarter,  seven  have 
been  added  to  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  five  of  them  by  profes- 
sion. The  religious  community  here 
appear  to  appreciate  highly  the 
'  means  of  grace,  and  most  in  the  vici- 
nity of  our  churches,  who  do  not 
profess  religion,  attend  public  wor- 
ship. This  place  is  yet  in  its  infancy. 
A  few  miles  north  of  us  there  is  still 
ar  howling  wilderness. 


Niles,  Michigan. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  the  intereEting 
account  of  the  revival  in  this  place,  given  in 
the  Home  Missionary  for  April.  The  min- 
ister, Rev.  Mr.  Parsons,  has  sent  us  some 
later  accounts  of  the  results  of  this  gractous 
visitation.  Among  these,  are  between  110 
and  120  persons,  either  converted  or  reco- 
vered from  a  state  of  backsliding ;  and  nearly 
as  many  among  the  Methodists.  The  number 
who  have  already  been  admitted  to  a  public 
profession  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  is  64; 
and  50  more  will  join  at  the  next  opportunity. 
Seven  Sabbath  schools  have  been  projected 
in  the  various  neighborhoods;  and  besides 
various  pecuniary  contributions,  systematic 
operations  have  been  commenced  to  co-ope- 
rate more  efficiently  with  several  of  the  lead- 
ing benevolent  societies  of  the  day.  With 
the  aid  of  some  half  dozen  liberally  educated 
men,  and  others  of  good  business  education, 
conferences  and  prayer  meetings  are  main- 
tained in  several  neighborhoods  four  or  five 
miles  distant  from  the  village.  These  meet- 
ings, as  well  as  the  monthly  concert,  are  full 
and  interesting.  A  most  happy  result  spo- 
ken of  is  the  great  diminution  of  profaneness 
and  Sabbath  breaking.  Almost  the  whole 
community,  not  excepting  infidels,  have 
been  led  to  read  and  ponder  the  word  of  Qody 
and  there  is  consequently,  a  great  increase 
of  knowledge  of  the  truth.    Mr.  P.  adds, 

The  revival  continues,  we  hope, 
on  the  whole,  with  unabated  interest, 
though  the  theatre  of  its  influence  is 
somewhat  changed.  The  principal 
interest  now  felt  by  sinners,  is  in  the 
region  around  the  village.  There  is 
one  neighborhood  from  2  to  7  miles 
from  here,  which  seems  to  have  been 
formed  to  be  the  garden  of  the  Lord, 
surpassing  in  beauty  and  richness  of 
natural  scenery,  any  thing  I  ever  be- 
held ;  but  it  has  been  a  most  hopeless, 
moral  desolation.  The  controlling 
influence  was  in  the  hands  of  Uni- 
versalists,  who  would  not  suffer  any 
other  minister  to  preach.  Early  in 
the  winter,  some  residing  there  were 
detected  in  making  zinc  and  pewter 
playthings  in  the  form  of  silver  dol- 
lars, and  it  began  to  be  suspected 
that  there  might  be  zinc  and  pewter 
in  their  religion.    About  that  time  I 
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commenced  a  semi-monibljr  lecture 
on  Tuesday  evening,  among  them,  as 
we  had  members  in  two  or  three 
families.  It  has  been  continued  ever 
since,  and  was  tolerably  well  atten- 
ded, thouffh  sometimes  rather  dis- 
oouragingly.  At  the  first  meeting, 
one  old  backslider  was  cut  down ;  but 
nothing  more  was  very  perceptible 
for  many  weeks.  Recently,  the  at- 
tention has  greatly  increased.  Seve- 
ral of  the  most  influential  men,  atid 
some  of  the  most  hopeless,  have  been 
brought  to  Christ;  and  a  general 
spirit  of  inquiry  prevails.  The  meet- 
ings are  crowded  and  .solemn,  and 
hdd  several  times  a  week.  The 
aspect  of  society  is  quite  changed. 
Blessed  be  God.  who  has  wrought 
these  wonders !  They  are  marvellous 
in  our  eyes ;  and  seem  to  the  people 
to  be  moral  miracles.  One  man  of 
strong  and  intelligent  mind,  told  me 
he  did  not  think  he  could  have  lived 
twelve  hours  under  the  agony  he 
felt  when  God  set  his  sins  in  order 
before  him.^  He  was  originally  from 
the  East,  had  been  a  sailor  when 
young ;  afterwards  was  familiar  for 
many  years  with  all  the  sin  up  and 
down  the  Erie  canaL  He  seems 
overwhelmed  that  God  should  bear 
with  him  through  all  this,  and  meet 
him  in  mercy  at  last,  when  40  or  45 
years  old.  He  is  a  man  of  property 
and  enterprise,  and  now  lays  it^itthe 
Savior's  feet.  Those  who  are  accus- 
tomed only  to  conversions  among  the 
regular  members  of  a  congregation, 
can  form  no  conception  of  the  thril- 
ling effect  of  the  first  introduction  of 
such  a  man  to  the  sanctuary  and  the 
church  meeting. 


From  Rev.  Joseph  Labaree,  Liberty y 
Ohio. 

We  have  had,  for  some  time  past, 
through  this  region  of  country,  much 
to  discourage,  and  much  over  which 
the  Christian  was  obliged  to  mourn. 
But  the  Lord  has  turned  our  mourn- 
ing into  joy.  In  Liberty  we  are  en- 
joying at  this  time  a  considerably 
powerful  revival  of  religion.  We 
hope  that  between  twenty  and  thirty 


have  already  be^i  turned  from  dark* 
ness  to  light,  and  many  are  still  in- 
quiring. 

In  the  church  on  Mill  Creek  the 
prospects  are  very  encouraging.  Se- 
veral conversions  have  recently 
taken  place,  and  a  general  serious^ 
ness  seems  to  pervade  the  congrega- 
tion. I  have  visited  all  the  families 
in  both  congregations  within  the  last 
six  months,  and  I  humbly  trust  that 
God  has  blessed  those  visits  to  the 
good  of  souls.  Professors  of  religion 
seem  to  be  enlivened,  and  to  enjoy  a 
spirit  of  prayer,  and  to  form  a  more 
proper  estimate  of  their  responsibili- 
ties and  obligations. 


Rev.  S.  M.  Sparks^  writes  from  Mi- 
nersville,  Pa.^ 

The  quarter  that  has  just  closed 
has  been  one  of  marked  interest  in 
my  field  of  labor.  The  Holy  Spirit 
has  been  poured  upon  us,  and  many 
have  been  brought  into  the  kingdom 
of  Christ.  Especially  has  the  seal 
of  divine  approval  been  placed  upon 
our  Sabbath  school  and  Bible  classes. 
The  church  at  present  is  in  a  health- 
ful and  promising  state.  Twenty- 
five  have  professed  their  faith  m 
Christ,  and  we  anticipate  further  ac« 
cessions  at  our  next  communion. 


From  Rev.  J.  M.  Davis,  Pittsburffh^ 
Penn. 

The  revival  of  religion  which  I 
noticed  in  my  last  report,  has  con- 
tinued and  deepened  in  poweruntil 
this  time.  The  first  Sabbath  in  Fe- 
bruary we  celebrated  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, and  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
54  precious  souls  to  our  church.  It 
was  a  deeply  affecting  sight  to  behold 
the  cloud  of  ransomed  ones  entering 
the  church  of  God.  Among  them 
were  &ye  married  couples,  Ave  chil- 
dren of  the  elders — which,  added  to 
the  ^yfe  we  received  before,  makes 
10  children  belonging  to  the  elders — 
20  or  more  young  men,  and  other 
cases  of  great  interest.    I  found,  as  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


184a 


THB  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


38 


general  tiling,  that  they  were  all  the 
children  of  pious  varents*  This 
work  begun  in  our  cnurch  some  four 
months  since.  At  first  it  was  a  little 
cloud,  but  now  it  spreads  and  pours 
its  hallowed  contents  down  upon  the 
whole  city. 


Prom  Rev,  J.  Jenkins,  Welsh  Mission- 
ary at  Dundaffand  Clifford^  Pa., 

We  learn  that  thirty  persons  have 
been  added  Ui  these  churches  during 
the  last  year,  although  his  labors  i 
have  be^rt  proseclut^d  araid  great  dis-' 
<!ourage(t]ents  of  a  temporal  nature. 
Much  thankfulness  is  expressed  for 
the  aid  afforded  by  the  A.  H.  M.  S. 


Prom  Rev,  Jacob  Rhoades,  Mission- 
ary  in  the  3d  Afridan  Ch»,  Philad, 

The  Lord  is  still  with  us,  carrying ' 
on  a  woi'k  of  grace  in  our  dongrega- 
tion.  On  the  first  Sabbath  in  Janu- 
ary, we  received  nine  persons  on  pro- 
fession of  their  faith  to  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  church.  Since  that  time, 
others  have  entertained  a  hope,  and 
at  the  present  time  there  is  a  number 
inquiring  '^  what  they  must  do  to  be 
saved."  | 

I  established  a  prayer  meeting  a: 
f^w  months  since  in  a  very  wicked 
neighborhood,  and   the   result   has! 
been  a  gfreat  reformation.    Instead  of 
Impending  their  Sabbaths  as  some  of 
them  did  formerly,  in  drinking  rum 
and  gambling,  they  are  now  seen  in  i 
the  house  of  God.    Five  persons  out 
of  this  neighborhood    have   united 
themselves  with  our  church,  and  they  | 
now  give  good  evidence,  by  a  consis- ' 
tent  walk,  of  a  change  of  heart. 


From  Rev,  D,  Dobie,  Huntingdon, 
Lower  Canada, 

TJu  way  qf  the  Spirit,  in  diversifying 
his  modes  of  operation,  is  strikingly  illus- 
trated in  the  following  report. 

Attempts  were  made  to  revive  the 
tOL.  xiu.  6 


cause  of  total  abstinence,  and  above 
150  names  were  obtained  in  little 
more  than  a  month ;  some  of  them 
were  confirmed  drunkards.  The 
society  now  enrols  257  members,  and 
will  greatly  increase.  These  efforts 
on  behalf  of  temperance  have  re- 
sulted in  great  good  to  many.  The 
act  of  signing  the  pledge  has  been, 
in  some  instances,  the  first  step  to- 
wards repentance  and  salvation.  One 
explanation  of  the  fact  doubtless  is, 
that  the  duty  of  for  ever  abstaining 
from  the  causes  of  intoxication,  has 
been  advocated  on  truly  religious 
grounds.  The  abandon tiient  of  this 
besetting  sin  left  a  vacant  heart  which 
the  Gospel  has  immediately  filled. 
The  victory  over  this  one  giant  evil 
has  proved,  through  the  pdwer  of 
divine  grace,  the  discomfiture  of  all 
sin. 

It  had  been  the  Constant  prayer  of 
the  church  that  the  work  of  God 
might  be  revived  among  us.  During 
the  first  week  in  March  an  answei* 
came  in  a  way  quite  unforeseen. 

Death  entered  a  family  belonging 
to  another  church  and  carried  away  an 
interesting  and  beautiful  little  Child. 
Some  of  the  brethren  went  to  mourn 
with  the  bereaved.  On  the  morning 
of  the  funeral  they  wCrC  engaged  in 
singing  and  prayer.  While  praise 
was  asCeildinff,  the  mother,  hitherto 
much  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  im- 
mediateS  repentance,and  to  our  church 
generally,  exclaimed  that  she  had 
found  her  Saviour.  Those  present 
were  constrained  to  give  utterance 
to  their  feelings  in  a  flood  of  tears. 
Prayer  only  added  solemnity  to  the 
occasion.  Impressions  were  made 
on  others,  who  heard  of  what  had 
come  to  pass  $  inquiry  was  excited^ 
and  it  began  to  be  felt  that  something 
must  be  done  to  answer  that  inquiry^ 

A  prayer  meeting  was  agreed  on  j 
the  result  of  which  movement  was 
to  call  together  several  strangers,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  meeting  another 
female,  a  mother,  \^as  supposed  to 
have  passed  froni  death  unto  lifCi 
Her  case  filled  manjr  with  wonder, 
and  others  felt  that  if  she  had  been 
hitherto  unacquainted  with  religion, 
it  behooved  them  to  ascertain  their 
standing  before  God.    An  old  man  of 
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foufscore,  lying  sick,  was  under  con- 
victfom  Much  prayer  was  offered 
on  his  behalf.  After  a  long  struggle 
he  found  peace,  repenting  of  his  sins 
and  believing  with  his  whole  heart 
in  the  Redeemer.  This  event  had 
great  influence  on  four  of  his  chil- 
dren living  near  him.  Before  many 
days  they  gave  themselves  to  God, 
and  their  example  was  followed  by 
others.  Preaching  was  attended 
every  evening  for  the  space  of  a  fort- 
night. A  delightful  spirit  prevailed 
among  the  brethren ;  some  could  see 
the  hand  of  God  prospering  the  work 
daily.  Not  able  to  obtain  assistance 
from  any  of  my  brethren  in  the  rai- 
nistry,my  frame  began  to  be  exhaust- 
ed with  the  accumulating  labors. 
But  the  work  of  conversion  seemed 
to  be  carried  on  without  our  instru- 
mentality, and  though  it  be  now  a 
month  since  the  work  commenced, 
it  has  not  yet  ceased.  It  is  perhaps 
as  vigorous  as  at  the  beginning. 

Many  of  the  people  being  from 
Scotland,  and  some  of  them  from  the 
very  vicinity  of  Kilsyth,  1000  copies 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burns'  tract  concern- 
ing the  revival  there  were  reprinted 
in  Montreal,  and  the  circulation  of, 
them  has  resulted  in  widening  the 
attention  to  religion.  Between  40 
and  &Q  individuals  have  been  more 
or  less  affected.  They  are  of  all  ages, 
from  fifteen  years  to  fourscore— the 
gelf-righteousj  the  formalist,  the  in- 
temperate, the  scoffer,  the  Roman 
Catholic,  the  hypocrite  and  the  back- 
slider. / 


ordinance  of  baptisifrr  T'^^  Vt>ir 
stand  propounded  for  adittifteiOn  at 
our  next  communion.  Six  of  th€^ 
above  are  members  of  the  Sabbatb 
school.  The  Lord  is  bringing  "  the 
flower  of  the  youth"  into  his  service. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  with  us  ? 
and  in  different  parts  of  the  society 
I  find  sinners  inquiring  *lhc  way  of 
life. 


From    Rev,   L,    Johnson^   Soosick 
Falls,  N.  Y. 

Since  the  first  of  February,  the 
Lord  has-been  graciously  among  u» 
in  the  reviving  and  converting  in- 
fluences of  his  Spirit.  Not  far  from 
fifty  have  since  that  time,  hopefully 
been  born  again.  Some  of  the-  con- 
verts are  advanced  in  life,  and,  fron» 
their  habits,  the  last  that  we  expect- 
ed would  ever  be  turned  to  God, 
But  the  last  has  been  Jirst,  and  the 
first,  last  Most,  however,  who  give 
evidence  of  piety,  are  in  the  morning 
of  life. 

The  influence  of  the  revival  tells 
happily  upon  the  morals  of  society: 
much  Sabbaih  desecration,  profane- 
!  ness,  intemperance,  &€.,  is  banished 
from  the  place.  We  see  that  God  i9 
glorified,  and  we  desire  to  give  him 
glory,  for  what  his  Almighty  grace 
has  done. 

But  two  have    united  witk    the 

church  since  the  work, commenced, 

;  as  we  judged  h  best  for  the  converts 

I  to  wait  a  little  season,  to  witness  a 

!  trial  of  their  faith. 


Frctm  Rev,  E.  J.  SherrilL  Eaton, 
L.C, 

God  is  still  with  us ;  in  judgment 
and  in  mercy  he  makes  his  wonders!' 
known.  In  January  the  eldest  dea-  i 
con  of  our  church  died  after  a  long ! 
and  distressing  sickness.  In  his  life  1 
and  in  his  death  he  honored  thej 
Christian  religion.  When  thisj 
church  was  formed  in  1835,  he  united ' 
with  it.  He  is  the  first  that  God  has 
called  from  our  number  to  himself. 

At  our  last  communion,  13  united 
hy  profession.      Four  received  the 


From  Rev.  T,  J.  HasweU^  Warren^- 
burgh,  N,  Y, 

At  the  time  my  quarterly  report 
was  made,  we  were  praying  and 
looking  for  a  revival  of  religion.  The 
Sabbaih  following  was  our  commu- 
nion, and  a  very  interesting 'day  toils 
all.  A  doubt  that  the  Lord  was  with 
us  existed  no  longer.  Since  then  24, 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  "have 
passed  from  death  unto  life."  The 
interest  still  continues.  The  spiritu- 
ality of  ihe  church  seems  to  be  much 
increased ;   and  we  hope  that  what 
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ve  have  alref^dy  witnessed  of  the 
work  of  God  will  prove  bm  the  be- 
ginning of  better  things.  There 
seems  to  be  no  disposition  on  the  part 
of  Chnsiians  to  relax  effort  in  the 
cau§e  of  Christ,  and  we  are  now  lay- 
ing plans  for  future  operations. 


From  Rev,  S.  W,  Baymond,  Spring- 
port,  N,  Y. 

There  is  now  an  interesting  work 
of  ^race  among  us.  Five  heads  of 
families  give  some  cheering  evidence  I 
of  conversion.  Besides  these,  some 
young  persons  have  a  new  song  put 
into  their  mouths.  0(  the  Utter 
class,  I  suppose  not  less  than  ten  or 
twelve  qaay  be  regarded  as  exhibit- 
ing fruits  of  the  Spirit;  so  that  not 
less  than  twenty  in  all,  are,  as  we 
trust,  made  heirs  of  life.  Interest- 
ing cases  of  conviction  still  continue. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Froan  ficv.  J,  Blake,  Wolfboreueh, 
K  H. 

SPIRITUAL  PROSPfiRlTY. 

The  past  year  has,  to  us,  been  one 
of  "  th«  right  hand  of  the  Most  High  " 
— though  we  cannot  report  so  many 
who  have  been  added  to  this  church 
doring  the  past  year,  as  may  have 
been  added  to  some  other  churches ' 
aided  by  your  Society ;  yet,  consider- 
ing that  many  of  the  people  in  our 
society  had  been  brought  into  the 
church  previous  to  the  first  of  April 
of  last  year,  we  would  give  God  the 
glory,  in  making  out  this  report,  for 
what  he  has  done  among  us. 

The  number  of  hopeful  conver- 
aions,  since  last  April,  under  my 
ministry,  in  this  place,  is  13.  Num- 
ber added  to  the  church:  by  profes- 
sion, J6;  by  letter,  4. 

We  have  two  temperance  socie- 
ties on  this  side  of  the  town— the  old 
society,  containing  about  400  mem-' 
bers,  and  a  society  for  total  absti- 
gence  fro^  all  that  intoxicates,  of 


more  than  140  membera.  I  know 
not  of  one  member  of  this  church 
that  drinks  even  cider,  wine  or  strong 
beer. 

A  CONTRAST. 

The  church  Jjere  has  been  formed 
about  6  years.  It  first  consisted  of 
13  members ;  now,  there  are  over  70, 
beside  several  who  have  gone  out  to 
constitute  (he  nucleus  of  each  of  the 
two  churches  formed  in  the  vicinity. 
This  region,  formerly,  was  one  of 
moral  desolation.  Universalism,  in- 
fidelity, intemperance,  and  Sabbath^ 
breaking,  were  common  up  and  down 
our  streets.  But  few  attended  meat* 
ing  any  where.  It  is  said,  that  two 
weeks  since  there  were  ten  or  eleven 
religious,  evangelical  meetinga  on  the 
Sabbath,  all  in  this  town ;  and  that 
there  might  have  been  1000  people 
who  attended  them.  This,  however, 
is  a  time  of  revival  of  religion  la 
many  parts  of  the  town,  and  there 
were  more  meetings  and  more  out 
than  usual. 

INTCREST  FELT  IN  t'OREIGN  MIS8I01I8. 

One  of  the  female  members  of  thif 
church  was  married  last  November, 
to  a  missionary  of  the  A.  B,  C. 
Foreign  Missions,  and  they  have 
since  sailed  for  Syria.  We  had  a 
missionary  meeting  in  this  place  just 
before  their  marriage,  at  which  were 
present  Kev.  Messrs.  Eli  Smith  and 
Isaac  Bird,  missionaries  to  Syria. 
The  meeting  was  Urge  and  very  in- 
teresting, and  has  given  a  new  im- 
pulse to  the  missionary  spirit  in  this 
whole  region.  Since  the  meeting,  I 
have  obtained  subscribers  for  over  20 
copies  of  the  Missionary  Herald. 
These  will  be  read  by  30  or  40  fami- 
lies. Our  monthly  concerts  for  foreign 
missions  are  better  attended  since* 
this  event.  We  hope  God  is  about 
to  raise  up  some  of  the  dear  youth  in 
this  region,  who  may  **go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel."  I 
was  greatly  pleased,  not  long  since, 
to  see  many  of  the  children  and 
youth  at  our  monthly  concert,  eager 
to  tl^row  in  their  mites  to  spread  the 
GospeL 
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A  fprther  aeconnt  i»  given  in  th«  following 
ttitiele^  of  the  slate  of  religion  in  the  churchee 
above  alluded  to,  as  haying  been  formed 
from  members  of  the  church  in  Wolf^ 
borough. 

From  Rec.  R.  W.  Full^,  Tuftonbo- 
rough  and  North  Wolfboroug\^N,  H. 

During  the  winter  of  1838—9,  Rev. 
J.  Blake,  your  missionary  at  Wolf- 
]borough  Bridge,  preached  several  lecr 
tures  in  Tuftonborough,  and  his  la- 
bors through  the  divine  blessing,  re- 
salted  io  the  conversion  of  a  few  in- 
(dividuals,  and  the  awakening  of  an 
extensive  religious  interest.  A  pow- 
erful revival  of  religion  was  enjoyed, 
in  which,  probably,  as  many  as  one 
hundred  individuals  became  truly 
pipus,  and  these,  with  few  e;^ception8, 
were  heads  of  families. 

Soon  after  the  oomn>encemf  nt  of 
this  revival,  some  of  its  subjects  ex- 
pressed a  desire  toupi(e  with  th^  few 
IH>Dgregational  prpfessprs  residing  in 
town,  in  sustaining  orthodpy  preach- 
ing, and  a  subscription  was  accor- 
dingly raised  for  th^t  pwrposp. 

Another  result  ot  the  revival  was 
the  organization  of  an  prtho^ox 
Congregational  chprcli  in  Junp  last, 
which,  at  present,  consist^  oTtwcnty- 
seven  members;  ten  haying  been  re- 
ceived by  letter,  anf}  seventeen  by 
profession. 

^  Although  they  have  enjoyed  the 
presence  of  a  minister  but  one  third 
of  the  time  since  their  organization 
into  a  churchs  and  have  been  ex- 
posed to  sectarian  persecution;  and 
although  a  stated  prayer-meeting  had 
previously  been  unknown  among 
them,  yet,  from  that  tiipe,  they  have 
sustained  a  weekly  pirayer-meeting, 
and  the  monthly  coucfsrt  with  much 
interest:  and  they,  also,  sustain 
ireffular  religious  worship  on  those 
Sabbaths  when  I  am  absent,  making 
use  of  printed  sermons.  From  the 
3ay  that  seven  individuals  came  for- 
ward with  naucl^  trembling,  and  were 
organized  into  a  Congregational 
church,  until  the  present  time,  God 
has  blessed  that  little  church  abun- 
dantly with  spiritual  blessings,  and 
they  have  been  encouraged  in  vari- 
pus^ways  beyond  their  expectations. 


North  Wdfborough  is  a  good  farm- 
ing district.  Until  recently,  there 
were  seldom  any  pneetings  for  relir 
gious  worship  in  tlie  place,  and  but  ^ 
small  proportion  ot  the  population 
were  accustomed  to  attend  meeting 
any  where  on  the  Sabbath.  Univer«' 
salism  had  become  the  popular  reli- 
gion :  the  minds  of  most  of  the  male 
heads  of  families,  and  most  of  thp 
youth,  had  becoipc  poisoned  with  its 
dangerous  doctrines. 

But  the  revival  which  commenced 
in  Tuftonborough  spread,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  protracted 
meetings,  into  various  parts  of  Wolf- 
borough.  Many  a  stout-hearted 
veteran  from  the  ranks  of  the  adver- 
sary was  brought  to  submission,  by 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is 
'^  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  of 
stronjf  holds."  The  revival  thus  com- 
menced continued  until  the  following 
July ;  and  resulted  in  the  hopefiu 
conversion  of  about  forty  individuals 
in  this  part  of  the  town.  Its  subjects 
were,  with  few  exceptions,  heads  of 
families,  aqd  embraced  many  of  the 
most  respectable  and  influential 
n(^embers  of  society. 

A  Congregational  church  was  or- 
ganized in  this  place  in  June  last, 
which  now  embraces  24  members. 
Of  these,  three  were  received  by  let- 
ter, and  twenty-one  on  profession, 
and  sevep  are  males.  There  is  a  pros- 
pect of  considerable  additions  from 
the  subjects  of  the  revival  who  have 
not  yet  united  with  any  church. 

The  cause  of  temperance  has 
made  great  advancement  in  both  my 
places  of  labor  during  the  past  year. 

One  of  the  bappy  results  of  the 
work  of  grace  in  Tuftonborough  has^ 
been  the  entire  abolishment  of  the 
sale  of  ardent  spirits  in  that  town. 


REMARK^. 

Many  reports  of  character  similar  to  thee^ 
are  necessarily  excluded  for  the  want  ol 
room  in  the  present  number. 

The  foregoing  extracts  are  from  letters 
received  from  the  extremes  of  the  Union. 
They  show  that  the  recent  interest  in  the 
subject  of  religion  has  been  felt,  simulta- 
neously, ii^  places  a  thousand  miles  ^istan? 
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fiom  eaeh  onrtiesr.  Tins  fact,  in  the  abieoce 
pi  any  human  agency  which  could  pojisibly 
account  for  the  coincidence,  proves  the  re- 
vival to  .be  ^m  God.  Here  baa  been  no 
opportunity  for  the  workings  of  human  sym- 
pathy. In  a  single  co^muni^y,  of  limited 
.extent,  inen  may  in^uence  each  other ;  re- 
^gioua  concern  may  spread  suddenly  from 
iieart  to  heart;  and  it  might  even  be  possi- 
i>l6  that  in  process  of  time,  this  concern 
ctrald  be  propagated  .through  successive  por- 
tions of  the  whole  land.  But  the  piesent 
jrevivai  cannot  .thus  be  accounted  for.  With- 


out any  vistbliB  preparation,  or  general  desire 
j  for  such  a  work,  there  has  sprung  forth,  at 
I  the  same  moment,  and  in  widely  separated 
'  portions  of  the  eastern,  middle,  and  western 
'  states,  an  unusual  earnestness  to  secure  the 
'  salvation  of  the  soul.     The  general  testi- 
mony is,  that  the  communities  thus  visited, 
have  been  taken  <by  surprise — they  were  not 
,  aware  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  passing 
by,  until  he  .stood  in  the  midst  of  them,  dis- 
pens^ig  invaluable   blessings.     How  can 
these  things  be,  if    they   are  not    from 
God! 


jnCflteUaneottii  £eIect(onii. 


FROM  THI^  FAR  WEST. 

SOBfB  or    THE    SEED  WITH   WHICH    THE 
WEST  HAS  BEEN  FLAMTBO. 

Within  a  few  days,  tlie  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  seems  to  be  moving  on  the 
minds  of  some  of  the  congregation. 
Two  or  three  give  evidence  of  a 
change.  A  man  and  his  wife,  who 
were  professors  in  New-Eogland,  but 
who  have  cast  off  fear  and  restrained 
prayer,  had  forsaken  the  house  of 
GoQ  ever  since  they  have  been  in 
the  country,  and  made  the  Sabbath  a 
special  day  for  visiting  and  trading, 
are  now  powerfully  wrought  upon 
by  the  Spirit  of  <xod.  A  few  weeks 
ago,  t1>c  man  could  curse  and  swear, 
and  fear  no  evil ;  now,  both  of  them 
feel  their  sins  to  b^  beyond  the  par- 
doning mercy  of  God. 

We  have  another  man  in  our 
neighborhood,  a  member  of  a  Pres- 
byterian church  in ,  a  map  of 

considerable  talent;  but  the  mpst 
wicked  man  I  ever  saw.  Swearing 
and  lying  are  trifles  in  his  course ; 
and  his  enmity  against  the  Gospel, 
and  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  is  of 
giant  growth. 

If  such  specimens  of  eastern  professors 
^re  scattered  over  the  goodly  land  of  the 
west,  can  the  eastern  churches  do  less  to 
counteract  th^ir  evil  influence,  than  to  send 
fiuthfld    mipaionari^    and    fbrnish   such 


support  as  shall  leave  them  free  to  set  forth 
the  truth  in  all  its  majesty  and  power  1 


MORMONS  AND  MORMON  TENETS. 

The  Mormon  system  has  a  strange 
mixture  of  truth  and  error,  strength 
and  weakness. 

1.  One  of  their  most  powerful  en- 
gines for  makinff  proselytes,  is  their 
interpretation  of  prophecies.  Their 
views  are  not  much  unlike  Miller's — 
the  world  is  coming  to  a  speedy  end, 
and  the  Mormons  are  Ihe  $axnt$  who 
are  to  reign  with  Christ,  (Rev.  xx., 
<fec.) 

2.  Another— All  will  be  saved 
who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
embrace  Mormonism  here  off  earth. 

8.  If  men  are  good  Mormons,  it 
matters  not  what  they  do.  I  have 
in  mind  a  most  notorious  drunkard 
received  into  their  communion  last 
summer. 

4.  They  embrace  substantially  the 
views  of  the  modern  perfectionists 
in  regard  to  being  led  by  the  Spirit— 
they  cannot  do  wrong.  Hence  it 
is  said  they  are  led  by  the  Spirit  to 
do  the  foulest  deeds. 

5.  No  hell  except  for  apostate  Mor- 
mons; such  have  forgiveness  neither 
in  this  life  nor  in  that  which  is  to 
come; 

Of  t^cfe  pien,  there  is  one  pretty 
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large  class,  whp  are  honest-hearted, 
credulous,  deceived,  duped. 

A  second  class  attach  themselves 
to  the  sect  from  interested  motives — 
either  lazy,  shiftless,  worthless  men,  i 
or  avaricious  men,  who  hope  to  make  | 
money. 

A  third  class  comprises  the  leaders 
— wicked,  designing  «men  ;  men  of 
more  or  less  talent,  and  ambitious, 
but  who  can  never  rise  to  much  dis-  i 
tinction  among  Christians,  or  who; 
have  lost  their  standing,  and  who 
wish  to  regain  it  without  repentance. 

Do  you  inquire  if  their  number  is 
increasing?      I  have  reason  to  be-i 
lieve  it  is— not  so  much,  however,! 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their 
community,  where   they  live  in  al 
body,  as  by  their  preachers  scattered 
around  the  country.    Their  zeal  in| 
making  proselytes  is  worthy  of  a, 
better  cause.     The  mass  of  them: 
who  believe  their  system  are  ready 
to  make   any  sacrifice  of  time,  of, 
means,  of  bodily  effort.  In  one  thing,  | 
they  must  be  praised ;  I  have  never  > 
known  a  people  who  read  the  Bible 
80  much,  and  who  could  so  readily; 
quote  any  part  of  Scripture.    In  this  | 
respect,  they  shame  all  other  denomi-j 
nations.    But  they  have  the  elements 
of  death  in  their  system,  and  nothing! 
but    the   fresh    revelations  of  Joe! 
Smith,  Sydney  Rigdon,  and  others, ! 
to  suit  the  passing  emergency,  keeps 
them  together.    For  example— when 
the  people  began  to  murmur  because 
they  were  almost  entirely  houseless, 
naked,  and  without  bread,  while  their 
leaders  fared  sumptuously  every  day, 
Smith  had   the  following  "  revela- 
tion:" ^'  Inasmuch  as  Joseph  Smith, 
and  Sydney  Rigdon,  &c.,  have  been 
faithful,  I,  the  Lord,  do  command 
that  Joseph  Smith,  Sydney  Rigdon, 
&c.,  live  as  it  seemeth  good  unto 
them." 


AN  INHDEL  FATHER  CONVERTED. 

He  came  from  a  privileged  land  to 
this  destitute  place,  zealously  to  in- 
culcate the  principles  of  infidelity. 
He  was  but  too  successful  in  poison- 
ing the  minds  of  his  own  children, 
and  others.    But  at  length,  by  an  in- 


fluence not  to  be  resisted,  he  was 
brought  to  commit  his  infidel  books 
to  the  flames,  exclaiming,  **  these 
writings  shall  never  infect  other 
minds  as  they  have  mine."  He  then 
sweetly  submitted  himself  to  Him 
whose  name  he  had  ridiculed,  and 
united  himself  with  the  people  of 
God.  From  this  time,  his  wife  found 
no  rest  in  her  soul,  until  she,  too,  fled 
for  refuge  to  the  same .  Almighty 
Friend.  The  next  season  of  com- 
munion witnessed  her  public  conse- 
cration to  God.  At  that  time,  toot, 
they  brought  their  five  children,  to 
have  placed  upon  them  the  seal  of 
the  covenant.  The  altered  influences 
under  which  they  are  now  to  be 
trained,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact,  that  a  short  time  previous,  they 
had  boldly  said  to  other  children,  as 
they  mingled  in  their  sports,  ^'  The 
Bible  is  a  lie,  for  father  says  so,  and 
can  prove  it."  We  all  feJt  that  the 
scene  at  that  communion  was  one 
which  deeply  interested  angels,  as 
well  as  caused  great  joy  on  earth. 


HOME    MISSIONS    AND    A    SETTLED    MIN- 
ISTRY.   ' 

Our  church  has  finished,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  sixty  dollars,  paid  for 
their  new  meeting  house.  This 
small  arrearage  has  been  subscribed 
by  responsible  individuals.  Our 
comfortable  little  edifice  has  been 
well  filled  since  its  completion.  The 
stated  means  of  grace,  enjoyed  by 
this  people,  have  made  a  decided  im- 
pression upon  the  whole  popi^lation. 
All  appreciate  the  importance  of 
Home  Missions,  which  sustain  a 
competent  ministry  in  these  new 
fields.  And  this  church,  especially, 
feels  the  importance  of  a  settled 
ministry.  The  time  ^pent  here  by 
your  unworthy  missionary,  has  con- 
firmed them  in  the  opinioi^,  that  the 
healthful  and  permfment  gro\^th  6£ 
the  church  depends  upon  the  syste- 
matic labors  of  the  pastor. 


THE  SABBATH  GAINING  GROUND. 

ThiS  efiects  of  the  Gospel  are  dia- 
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tihctly  seen  fn  ^h  increased  respect 
for  the  Sabbatli.  Our  town  is  now  a 
noiseless  retreat  for  those  who  wish 
to  keep  "  holy-day."  One  fact  as  an 
illustration.  An  individual  who  was 
entirely  reckless  of  the  claims  of  the 
Sabbath,  who  spent  these  consecrated 
hours  In  hunting,  fishing;,  &c.,  neg- 
lected to  provide. E  sufficient  quantity 
of  fuel  on  "Saturday,  for  the  Sabbath. 
He,therefGre,wentintohisyard,latein 
the  aftemoo!^,  and  commenced  chop- 
ping. And  when  he  returned,  he  says 
to  his  wife:  "Well,  I  never  heard  an 
axe  sound  so  loud  before  !*'  A  year 
before,  half  the  inhabitants  might 
have  engaged  in  this  business  with- 
out exciting  notoriety. 

The  above  are  some  of  the  visible 
results  of  the  Gospel  in  this  place,  the 
past  year.  But  its  secret,  invisible 
effects,  most  be  left  until  the  "  books 
are  opened,"  and  eternity  makes  its 
solempn  disclosures. 


Sf^EDT  ADMISSION  OP  l»B«&ONS  TO  THE 
CHURCH. 

The  following  remarks  are  from  a  clergy- 
mali  df  many  years  experience  in  the  South- 
West.  His  testimony  is  well  deserving  th^ 
eonnderation  of  his  brethren  who  are  younger 
in  their  profession,  and  in  their  acqaain- 
tance  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  great  valley. 

We  have  aimed  here,  not  to  be  in 
a  hurry  in  referencie  to  the  reception 
of  members.  If  I  may  be  allowed 
to  speak  from  my  own  experience, 
and  from  what  my  own  eyes  have 
witnessed,  the  speedy  admission  of 
persons  to  the  church  is  a  very  se- 
rioiHj  evil,  and  has  contributed  to  fill 
a  vast  majority  of  the  chorches  of 
every  name,  in  this  country,  with 
false  professors,  who  have  but  a 
mere  "iiame  to  live."  We  have 
adhered  to  the  plan  of  requiring 
persons  seeking  church  privileges, 
to  stand  propounded  for  a  reasonable 
time,  as  probationers  for  admission. 
The  different  sects  are  in  the  prac- 
tice of  holding  protracted  meetings 
of  8  and  4  days  continuance.  The 
preaehingf  on  these  occasions  is 
mostly  hortatory,  but  p&werful,  so-' 


lemn  and  excitlngj  consisting  chief  y 
in  warm  appeals  to  the  feelings. 
Frequently,  many  are  wrought  upon, 
and  under  the  influenceof  the  warm, 
pathetic  exhortations  of  the  speakers, 
come  forward  to  the  anxious  seats, 
creating  visible  lines  of  distinction 
between  the  anxious  and  the  uncon- 
cerned ;  are  prayed  for,  conversed 
with,  and  exhorted  awhile;  and  with- 
out ascertaining  whether  any  degree 
of  thoughtfulness  had  been  resting 
on  the  mind  previous  to  the  meet- 
ing, and  without  any  adequate  'in- 
struction, or  close  convers8\tion  with 
them,  either  before  or  after  the  meet- 
ing, and  without  any  time  allowed 
subsequently  to  ascertain  how  long 
they  will  endure,  the  almost  invari- 
able practice  with  nearly  all  sects,  is 
to  hurry  thert  forthwith  into  the 
church  before  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  on  the  very  occasion  in 
which  conversion  is  professed.  It 
would  seem  as  if  the  preachers  must 
reason  in  this  way — "  If  we  don't  take 
them  into  our  church  now^  before 
the  next  protracted  mecting^six 
months  or  a  year  hence— some  one 
of  the  contending  sects,  (for  they  are 
all  standing  ready  to  catch  members, 
and  are  not  vfery  nice  and  particular 
in  the  selection,  so  that  numbers  are 
increased,)  will  solicit  them,  and  so 
they  will  go  off,  join  others,  and  bo 
lost  to  us."  I  must  confess  it  lies 
beyond  the  ken  of  my  vision,  to  see 
how  the  Welfare  of  true  religion  can 
be  promoted  by  the  admission  of  so 
many  undecided  cases;  and  how  an 
opportunity  can  exist  to  discern  be- 
tween the  clean  and  the  unclean,  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked,  in  sueb 
circumstances. 


MICHIGAN. 

SPECIMENS    Of    HOME    MfSSlONAIllr    RE- 
SULTS IN  WASHTENAW  COUNTY. 

Ann  Arbor  was  the  first  place 
where  you  planted  a  missionary  in 
this  county.  The  church  and  society 
there  is  large  and  abundantly  able  to 
support  the  ministry.  It  is  now  va- 
caiM,  but  a  supply  is  expected  soon. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


40 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


Jvocy 


The  church  in  Yp»ilanti  is  the  nextjl 
ia  order.  Id  size  and  ability,  1  sup- 
pose it  equals  Ann  Arbor.  Web- 
ster is  next  in  order  of  lime.  The 
church  now  numbers  115.  The 
ministry  has  been  sustained  without 
aid  for  a  number  of  years. 

As  there  is  no  village  in  the  centre 
of  the  place,  the  church  will  not  com- 
pare with  others  in  size  or  ability. 
lOl  persons  have  pro/essed  piety 
under  the  labors  of  your  former  mis- 
sionary. A  part  of  what  was  origi- 
nally the  church  of  Dexter,  are  con- 
nected with  the  Lima  church.  This 
ground  you  have  watered  with  your 
charity,  God  has  recently  poured 
out  his  Spirit,  and  a  goodly  number 
have  united  with  the  church.  Others, 
it  is  expected,  will  do  so  soon.  Lodi 
hasalsobeenbiessedby  your  aid.  This 
church  has  been  repeatedly  watered 
with  heavenly  ,dews,  and  is  abun- 
dantly able  and  willing  to  sustain  the 
ministry.  Manchester  has  also  been 
visited  by  your  bounty.  Now,  I  be- 
lieve, the  minister  is  sustained  with- 
out foreign  aid.  They  have  enjoyed 
a  precious  revival  during  the  past 
winter.  On  Sylvan,  another  mis- 
sionary field,  some  mercy  drops  have 
recently  fallen.  I  have  no  means  of  i 
knowing  how  extensive  the  revival; 
has  been.  These  places  are  all  in! 
this  county.  When  I  look  at  thisi 
field,  and  compare  it  with  what  it! 
was  when  I  entered  it,  ten  years  ago, 
I  can  exclaim,  "what  hath  Godf 
wrought."  You  may  rejoice  in  the 
work  which  God  has  permitted  you 
io  perform. 


tHE    SONS    Ot    THE    PILGRIMS    IN    t^E! 
WEST. 

Many  are  the  privations  to  which 
good  families  are  still  subjected,  from 
the  want  of  comfortable  houses  and 
clothing,  and  food,  improved  lands, 
teams,  and  farming  utensils,  and  from 
their  remoteness  from  schools,  meet- 
ings, and  market.  There  is,  notwith- 
standing, a  good  degree  of  content- 
ment and  cheerfulness,  and  a  dispo- 
sition to  make  efforts  for  improve-, 
ment.    Tke  9on§  and  daugfUen  of\ 


the  Pilgrim$  are  here,  and  non«  but 
such,  are  adapted  to  a  region  so  new^ 
and  trom  what  has  been  done  here 
in  four  years  past,  in  the  clearing 
of  wild  lands,  building  of  houses 
and  barns,  and  in  the  construction 
of  roads,  with  so  few  hands,  and 
with  such  small  means,  and  in  the 
midst  of  so  many  discouragements, 
we  may  infer,  that  with  the  ordinary 
smiles  of  t^rovidence,  in  a  fewyean» 
this  wilderness  will  become  a  fruitful 
field,  and  with  the  infiuences  of  Di- 
vine grace,  2ion  here  will  arise  and 
shine,  extending  her  borders  and 
displaying  her  comeliness. 


LA  IMPORtA^T  TRUTH  APPRECIATED. 

There  is  a  regular  attendance  on 
the  means  of  grace  and  an  increasing 
desire  to  support  a  preached  Gospel/ 
Since  I  commenced  my  labors  here 
all  the  timCi  an  impression  has  been 
made  of  the  importance  of  settled 
pa8tor$.  The  brethren  feel  encoiH 
raged  to  believe  that  the  darknessr 
is  past,  and  brighter  days  are  in  pros^ 
pect — that  though  they  have  been 
weak,  and  are  still  weak,  yet  the 
Lord's  name  is  "  Jehovah- Jirelr.*' 
When  they  try  to  help  themselves, 
he  helps  them. 


CIRCULATION     OF     TRACTS    ANI^     CATE-* 
CHISM8. 

Within  the  year,  I  have  distributed 
not  far  from  4000  pages  of  tracts. 
From  reading  the  tract,  '*  Quench 
not  the  Spirit,"  one  man  was  awa- 
kened and  now  indulges  a  hope.  A 
few  days  after  leaving  the  tract,  I 
called  on  him  and  found  that  he  had! 
erected  the  family  altar.  His  wife  was 
under  pungent  conviction.  A  young 
lady  in  the  same  family  is  inquiring. 
I  visit  each  district  school,  and  givef 
to  each  scholar  and  teacher  one  oi^ 
more  tracts.  I  have  sold  or  given 
away  not  far  from  one  hundred 
bound  volumes  of  the  American  Tract 
Society,  and  have  more  on  hand, 
which  I  carry  with  me.    From  th^ 
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reading  of  these,  I  think  I  always 
discover  salutary  effects.  I  have  sold 
or  given  away,  20  of "  Baxter's  Call," 
and  20  of  "  Alleine's  Alarm."  I  have 
given  away  or  sold,  between  one 
and  two  hundred  of  the  Assembly's 
Catechism.  These  are  used  to 
some  extent  in  Sabbath  schools,  but 
mainly  in  families.  I  have  been  sur- 
prised at  the  numerous  calls  for 
these  little  premiums  in  neighbor- 
hoods where  I  had  previously  recom- 
mended them,  and  sold  a  few.  There 
is  many  a  "  mother  Eunice,"  and 
"grandmother  Lois,"  who  remem- 
ber, with  tears,nhe  days  when  this 
neglected  little  book  was  thrown 
aside.  O  it  was  a  dark  day  for  the 
church,  when  infidelity,  scepticism, 
and  latitudinarianism,so  successfully 
assailed  the  Catechism  I  Since  that 
timcy  and  before  Sabbath  school  in- 
fluence began  extensively  to  be  felt, 
one  generation  came  upon  the  stage. 
That  generation  are  now  the  acting 
class.  And  is  it  not  a  question  yet 
to  be  settled,  whether  in  the  arms  of 
such  a  generation  we  are  not  to  be 
carried  to  destruction?  The  period 
between  catechetical  and  Sabbath 
school  instruction  was  a  dark  day } 
may  I  not  call  it,  morally, "  the  great 
eclijfseP  One  generation  only  was 
partially  neglected,  and  what  havoc 
it  made ! 


INPmELlTY  IN  THE  HOUR  OP  TMAL^ 

A  portion  of  this  community  arc 
strongly  tinctured  with  infidelity, 
and  pay  but  little  attention  to  Gos- 
pel instruction.  Yet  it  is  evident 
they  do  not  enjoy  that  peace  of  mind 
to  which  they  pretend.  When  at- 
tacked with  sickness  and  constrained 
to  think  of  death,  judgment  and  eter- 
nity, their  foundation  shakes,  and 
they  are  afraid  to  trust  it ;  but  when 
health  returns,  they  bolster  up  their 
false  principles  with  all  the  help  they 
can  derive  from  infidel  philosophy. 


LIOHT  IN   DARKNESS. 

You  will  remember,  perhaps,  that 
VOL.  xni.  6 


I  gave  you  some  account  of  my  trials 
and  conflicts  in  one  of  my  last  re- 
ports from ,  and  my  request  for 

an  interest  in  your  prayers ;  and  will 
rejoice  and  give  thanks  that  prayer 
has  been  heard  in  my  behalf. 

Long  and  dreary  has  been  the 
night  of  temptations.  But  I  do  bless 
I  th^  Lord  my  God  that  the  day  is 
beginning  to  break.  From  time  to 
time,  I  had,  before,  a  little  consola- 
i  tion.  Of  late  my  peace  has  been 
more  like  a  river,  flowing  on  from 
day  to  day  in  a  steady,  uniform  cur- 
rent. The  Lord  has  said,  "  Fear  not, 
only  believe"-^"  Fear  not,  I  am  with 
thee ;"  and  I  have  been  enabled  to 
trusts  I  have  more  enlargement  of 
late  in  preaching  the  Gospel  than 
ever  before. 

The  first  week  of  the  year  we  ob- 
served as  a  religious  festival,  having 
a  meeting  each  day  in  one  of  the  di^ 
ferent  neighborhoods,  and  every 
evening  at  the  centre.  It  was  a  pro-> 
fitable  season  to  me,  and,  I  believe, 
to  the  church  in  general. 


THE   PREACHINQ   OF  PROVIDENCE. 

A  missionary,  within  a  few  miles  of  whoser 
dwelling  are  six  distilleries  of  ardent  spirits^ 
relates  the  following  circumstances.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  frecyuently  to  preach  on  tern-* 
perance;  and  on  one  occafsion — 

Two  distillers  happened  to  bepre-' 
sent.  I  labored  to  prove  that  distil- 
ling ardent  spirits  was  morally 
wrong,  and  an  unlawful  business — 
that  it  was  destructive  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community — that  the  distiller 
was  receiving  the  avails  of  the  in- 
dustry of  others,  and  was  not  render* 
ing  therefor  a  fair,  valuable  conside-' 
ration;  and  that  he  sold  what  en-- 
tailed  poverty  and  rags,  degradation, 
and  sometimes  death  upon  the  peo-> 
pie.  One  of  the  men  sat  patiently 
and  heard  me  out:  the  other,  after 
hearinff  about  half  the  sermon,  be- 
came highly  offended,  abruptly  left 
his  seat  in  the  meetinff-house,  and 
went  away, taking  his  wife  and  family 
along  with  him.  He  was  so  enraged 
against  me,  that  he  would  not  even 
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speak  to  me,  or  exchange  the  com- 
mon civilities  of  life.  Neither  he  nor 
his  wife  now  come  out  to    hear  me 

g reach.  All  his  children/ however, 
av&  lately  returned  to  their  idsuai 
attendance  on  my  meetings.  He 
threatened,  that  he  would  openly  in- 
sult me  in  public,  wherever  he  found 
me.  What  was  there  now,  in  my 
case,  to  save  me  from  open  insult  or 
perhaps  from  personal  violence  ? 
The  distiller  was  naturally  a  coward- 
ly man,  and  for  some  time  I  looked 
to  this  as  a  sort  of  shelter  and  hope 
of  escape. 

About  six  weeks  after  the  sermon 
referred  to,  a  respectable  neighbor  of 
both  of  us,  went  over  to  this  man's 
distillery.  It  was  on  some  public 
occasion,  when,  as  the  custom  is,  the 
intoxicating  bowl  passed  freely 
around.  The  man  became  excessive- 
l}r  drunk;  and  in  attempting  to  make 
his  way  home,  late  in  the  evening, 
when  about  half  a  mile  from  the  dis- 
tillery, he  fell  from  his  horse  and 
was  killed,  and  so  passed  from  time 
to  the  retributions  of  eternity. 

Comment  on  this  providence  was 
unnecessary.  I  stood  still  and  waited 
to  let  others  circulate  the  melancholy 
event,  as  I  supposed  it  would  preach 
louder  and  better  than  any  sermon 
of  mine. 

The  distiller  was  shocked.  Emo- 
tions of  sorrow  and  alarm  passed 
over  him,  when  his  eye  was  directed, 
as  the  fruit  of  his  work,  to  the  life- 
less body  of  his  old  acquaintance  and 
neighbor,  and  to  a  weeping  wife  and 
daughter  standing  and  mourning  a 
husband  and  father  gone. 


SUPPORT  OP  THE  GOSPEL  ASSUMED. 

The  chujrch  and  people  over  whom 
1  ^m  placed  in  the  Gospel,  feel  it 
their  duty  to  attempt  my  support, 
without  farther  aid  from  your  so- 
ciety. They  also  wish  me  to  say, 
that  they  do  not  consider  their  con- 
nexion with  you  as  having  ceased ; 
but,  that  grateful  for  the  ejtfcient  aid, 
which  for  so  many  years  they  have 
received  at  your  hands,  and  without 
which  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel, 
could  not,  probably,  have  been  sus- 
tained among  them,  they  mean  still 


to  remember  yon  in  their  prayers, 
and  from  time  to  time,  as  God  shall 
give  them  ability,  in  their  contrihvr 
tions.  To  help  you  in  the  present 
emergency  they  have  undertaken  to 
raise  the  instalment  now  due  from 
your  Society  on  my  last  quarter. 


A  missionary's  appeal  to  the  east- 
ern CHURCHES. 

Brethren  and  fathers,  in  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  our  lot  is  cast  in  a 
Gospel  land,  we  have  a  goodly  heri- 
tage ;  yet  We  arc  separated  far  from 
you.    Bone  of  your  bone,  and  flesh 
of  your  flesh,  we  have  not  lost  natu- 
ral affection  by  coming  to  the  west. 
Parents  have  children,  brothers  have 
sisters,  churches  have  members,  who 
have  come  to  this  western  clime  ex- 
posed to  the  prevailing  evils  of  the 
day.     You  are  therefore  interested 
for  the  west.    It  is  well— for  if  you 
are  not,  I  know  not  who  will  be. 
The  son,  the  daughter,  the  mission- 
ary, the  world,  the  Savior,  are  look- 
ing to  you.    They  look  to.  you  for 
help,  and  your  willingness  to  help 
awakens  joy  in  heaven  and  gratitude 
on  earth.   We  glory  in  your  religion, 
in  your  acts  of  benevolence.     Yet 
we  have  somewhat  against  you.  You 
in  general  do  not  do  what  you  might 
for    the    west.     I    know  of  many 
churches  in  the  state  of  New-York 
who  are  able  to  support  their  own 
minister,  and  also  a  missionary  at 
the  wesjt,  easier    than   our    publip 
churches  can  raise  $100  for  their 
minister.    I  had  many  delightful  in- 
terviews with  brethren  in  New-York 
and  Vermont,  which  will  always  be 
refreshing  to   my  heart;   amid  the 
darkness  and  storms  of  this  life,  the 
scenes    of    christian     communion 
through  which  we  past,  are  often  the 
themes  of  review,  and  we  love  to 
mention  the    name  of   those   dear  . 
friends,  who,  when  the  request  came 
from  Ohio,  "Come   over  and   help 
us — we  have  not  had  a  Gospel  sermon 
in  a  year,"  &c.,  said,  "  Go,  go ;  the 
Lord  be  with   you;  go,  publish  the 
message  of  salvation  to  sinners.   We 
commend  you  to  God  and  the  word 
of  his  grace."    With  them  I  sang, 
and  prayed,  and  wept— and  to  these 
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and  kindred  spirits,  I  like  to  write, 
and  give  them  my  present  views. 
When  I  tell  Ihem  that  $200  will  not 
lessen  the  comforts  of  their  houses, 
and  wkh  our  own  efforts  will  help 


us  to  one;  or  $400  will  help  us  to 
two,  such  as  we  need,  I  trust  they 
will  not  be  offended,  n«r  cry  out— 
"  that  the  claims  of  the  west  cannot  be 
satisfied." 


AppoiiUmeTUs  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  H,  M.  S,,  from  April  1st  to  Maf 

1st,  1840. 


Not  in  commission  last  year. 

Rev.  6.  M.  BlAdget,  Otego«  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Cteo.  Kempe,  German  Ch.,  Syracuse,  N.  T. 

Rev.  J.  R.  Wheelock,  VS^ayne,  N.  Y. 

Rtfv.  G.  W.  Laoe,  Cbapinnville,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  A.  G.  Monte,  Cedarville,  N.  J. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Phillips,  Mount  Joy,  Pa. 

Rev.  A.  H.  H.  Boyd,  Leesburg  and  Lovettsville,Va. 

Rev.  Thos.  Eustace,  Paris,  Mo. 

Rev.  Heury  Little,  Agent  for  the  W«st,  at  Cincin- 
nati, O. 

Rev.  N.  B.  Fox,  Grnnby,  li.  C. 

Rev.  Thos.  Anderson,  part  of  the  time  at  Sunville, 
Pa. 


Rev.  A.  Pomeroy,  Piqna,  O. 
Rev.  Lucien  Farnam,  Hadley,  HI. 


Rs'tg^pointed. 

Rev.  S.  Sessions,  Allen,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Miles  Doolittle,  East  and  West  Otto,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  D.  B.  Woods,  Spriogwater,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  J.  GraiT,  Snow  Hill  and  PitU  Creek,  Md. 

Rev.  Sylvester  Cochran,  VermontviUe,  Mich. 

Rev.  F.  Bascom,  Agent  in  Illinois. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  King,  Plymouth,  111. 

Rev.  O.  C.  Thompson,  Port  Huron,  Mich. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  following 
sums  J  from  April  1st  to  May  1st,  1840. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Keene,  Aaron  Hall,  to  const,  his  ton 
Lacius  Henry  Hail,  a  L.  M.,  30  00 

VERMONT— 

Wallingford,  Young  Ladies  and  oth- 
ers, by  Rev.  8.  Martindale,  10  00 

MASSACHUSETTS— 

Blandford,  Eli  Pease,  10 ,-  Abner  Pease, 
20,  30  00 

Conway,  Joseph  Avery,  20  OA 

Fitchburgh,  Ladies'  H.  M.  8.,  to  const. 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Suow,  L.  M.,  by  Mrs.  M. 
P.  BuUard,  30  00 

Hadley,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc,  to  const. 
Mrs.  Francis  Danforth,  Mrs.  Moses  . 
Mar8b,and  Miss  Eliasabeth  M.  Jud- 
kins,  Life  Members,  by  Miss  D.  P. 
Dickinson,  'J'reas.,  90;  Friend,  by 
Mr.  Porter,  10,  100  00 

Hampshire,  Miss.  Soc.,  by  E.  Wil- 
liams, Trees.,  SOO  00 

Manchester,  Legacy  of  the  late  Fors- 
ter  Allen,  by  Miss  M.  Dodge,  Ez'x.,         50  00 

Northampton,  South  Farms,  Ladies' 
Mss.  Soc,  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Lyman, 
Trees.,  14 ;  Mrs.  C.  L.  WiUiston,  L. 
M.,  30,  44  00 

CONNECTICUT— 

Farmington,  Mrs.  Phebe  Janes,  to 
const.  Miss  Almira  Gay,  a  L.  M.,  30  00 

New. Canaan,  legacy  of  Miss  Hannah 
M.  Comstock,  to  const  Rev.  Theo- 
philus  Smith,  a  L.  M.  30  00 

New-Hav«n,  West    Consoc,  by  A. 
Townsend,  Treas.,  viz : 
Hamden,  East  Plains,  6  50 

Milford,  1st  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,  58  86 

Oxford,  H  00 

New-Haven,  Hawley  Olmsted,  by  W. 
StebbiDs,  10  00 

Reddingt  Rev.  J.  B«rtl«tt,  5  00 

8coil«ad,C>»nr.  S«c.,  by  W.  B.  Sprague,      1 3  96 


Apriasi 
Tenth 


Simsbury,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the 

late  T.  Wilcox,  by  B.  Ely,  Ex'r., 
Cash, 

NEW-YOB^— 
Delaware  co.,  H.  M.  S.,  by  Rer.  F. 

Harrington, 
A  friend  to  const.  Milo  Jndson  Hick<A, 

aL.M., 
New-York  City,  vix : 
Merest- SL  Oh.,  Moo.  Con.ColL,  by 

T.  S.  Nelson, 
Murray- SU   Ok,,  Sab.  Sch.   Misi. 
AssoCm  by  H.  B.,  Sears,  Trees., 
pring'St,  Ok.t  by  S.  Stiles, 
^enth  Prssb.  Ok.,  Mou.  Con.  Coll., 
by  C.  S.  Barnes, 
Tkon^son-St,  Cft.,  Horace  Leet,  L. 

M.,  in  full, 
West  Ok.,  Sab.  Sch.  Mist.  Asaoe.,  by 
A.  L.  Earle, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Peak, 
Ogden,N.  Y.,  Presb.  Ch.  and  Cong .,by 

C.  Church, 
Syracuse,  T.  W.  Williama,  baL, 
Woodbourne,  Austin  Strong,  in  part 
to  const,  a  L.  M., 

GEORGIA— 
Bryan,  C.  H.  Ch^  by  T.  S.,  Clay, 
M'Donough,  John  Dailey,  Jr., 

KENTUCKY— 
Lexington,  J.  C.  Todd, 

OHIO— 
Amherat,  Rev.  James  Eeli, 

INDIANA— 
Crawfordsville,  Rev.  C.  MUls,  in  pari 
to  const.  Rev.  S.  G.  Lowry,  a  L.  M., 
Graenfield,  Ch.,  by  Rev.  O.  Littlefield, 

ILLINOIS— 
Chicago,  Rev.  F.  Bascom,  to  const. 
Mrs.  Jenetta  R.  Cleaveland,  of  New* 
Loudoiif  Ctn  a  L.  If ., 


150  00 
500 

75  00 

30  00 

19  05 

S50  00 
SOO 

3  48 

10  00 

SSSOO 
100 

90  00 
1  00 

90  00 

35  00 
95  00 

500 

IS  00 

650 
15  00 

90  00 
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LOWER  CANADA^ 
DanviUe,  Coll.,  3  50 ;  Ladies*  HiM. 
S4»c.,  18,  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Parker, 

HOME  MISSIONARY, 

Friend, 

Widow's  mite,  tbank  offerinf  for  spe- 
cial mercies, 


2150 

98  99 
50  00 

500 


$1,892  04 
K.  TAYLOR,  Treoiurer. 


JieeeipU  of  the  Wettem  Agtne^  at  G^e«eva,  N.  K, 
from  Feb.  HOth  U  Aprtl  1#(,  1840.  Rev  J-  A. 
Murrafff  Secretary. 

700 


Alexander, 

Allen  Center,  Rev.  Mr.  Sessions,  8;  oth- 
ers, 17, 

Benton  and  Bellona, 

Buffalo,  Pearl-St.,  Cb., 

Burdette, 

Canandaigua.  Ladies*  H.  M.  S^  ($18,75, 
previously  acknowledged,)  a  friend 
to  const.  Oliver  Phelps,  Esq.,  a  L.  M., 
and  the  remainder  to  const*  Mrs. 
Sarah  Thompson,  a  L.  D.,  184 ;  Walter 
Hubbell,  20;  N.  W.  Howell,  10;  Wm. 
Antis,  Jr..  10;  J.  B.  Hayes,  5;  T.  M. 
Howell,  2;  others,  21  37, 

Castleton, 

East  Palmyra, 

Geneva,  Charles  A.  Cook,  Esq,,  100 ;  E. 
Barnard,  1, 

^ennedysville, 

Le  Roy,  Fem.  Benev.  Sew.  Soc,  40; 
Fem.  H.  M.  S.,  47  10, 

Lyons, 

9f  ead's  Creek, 

Millport, 

Naples, 

Onks  Comera  or  Phelps,  unknowB, 

Owef  o,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc, 

Painted  Post, 

Pen  Yan,  Myron  Hamlin,  15;  othen, 
9  70;  Ladies*  H.  M.  S.,  to  make  Mrs. 
James  Taylor»  a  L.  M.,  36  60, 

Portageville, 

Pultney,  Cong.  Ch., 

Richford, 

Richmond,  1st  Pr.  Ch., 

Ripley,  Rev.  S.  O,  Orton, 

Rochester,  Brick  Ch., 

South  Dansville, 

Union  Comers, 

Vienna,  13 ;  box  of  clothing,  31  94, 

Webster,  formerly  N.  Penfield, 

West  Newark, 

West  Otto,  LadiesT  Soeiaty, 


25  00 
16  50 
85  00 
25  00 


852  37 

13  56 

625 

101  00 

15  25 

67  10 

10  00 

500 

11  60 

1  00 

500 

20  00 

12  00 

61  30 

10  54 

25  00 

21  60 

40  00 

500 

60  00 

400 
13  75 

44  94 

4  10 

10  00 

12  50 

$951  36 


Receipt*  of  ike  Central  Agency  at  Vtiea,  if,  T., 
from  March  26tA  to  JprU  25t*,  1840.  Row.  JU 
CrmUf  Secretary. 

Clinton,  baL,  15  25 ;  Rev.  A.  Crane,  |o 

oonst.  Asa  Crane,  a  L.  M^  30,  45  25 

Columbus,  by  Rev.  S.  P.  Storrs,  28  00 

Cortlandville,  ¥  40 

East  Coventry,  by  Mr.  M'Ewen,  20  66 

^eter,  D.  Cushman,  31  50 
Guilford,  in  part  to  const.  Rev.  Asa 

Donaldson,  a  L.  M.,  83  10 

Vartwick,  by  G.  B.  Rtiey,  9  00 
Norwich,  Mra.  B.  £r«rMt,  and   het 

daftgt^ter  Helen,  »  00 


Otselick,  by  Rev.  &  Burt, 

Sauquoit,   in   part  to  const   Rev.  T. 

Jaues,  a  L.  M., 
Springfield,  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Davis, 
Sullivan, 
Utica,  First    Ch.,   J.   Dana,  to   const. 

James  D.  Dana,  a  L.  BL, 
Warren,  Presb.  Society. 
West  Coventry,  G.  D.  Phillips,  in  full  to 

const,  his  wife  B.  P.  Phillips,  a  L.  M., 

15;  Presb.  Society,  27, 


300 

18  00 
50  00 
10  00 

30  00 
17  50 


42  00 
$358  41 


1  77 
17  00 


ReceipU  of  Ike  Philadelphia  Jgency.from  March 
lit*  to^jwniUtA,  1840.  Rn.  E.  R.  FairchUd, 
Secretary. 

NEW-JERSEY^  «.    ^       ^ 

Elizabethport,  Cong.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con. 

Coll.,  by  Rev.  A.  Brown, 
Wantage,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  John 

Baley, 

PENNSYLVANIA—  ^    ^ 

LawrencevUle,  Ch.,  by  Rev.  E.  D. 

Wells,  10  00 

Philadelphia,  viz : 
First  Pr.  Ch.,  G.  W.  Fobes,  100; 
C.  S.  Wurtt  and  wife,  100;  John 

A.  Brown,  100;  Cash,  50;  J. 
Fassett,  50;  Cash,  50;  Ambrose 
White,  50;  James  W.  Paul,  50; 
Thomas  Fleming,  50;  C.  Tingley, 
25 ;  Wm.  WurU,  25;  Alex.  Ful- 
lerton,  25;  H.  L  Williams,  10; 
Cash,  1 ;  John  Eckle,  25 ;  Cash,  3 ; 

B.  W.  Richards,  10 ;  J.  A.  Camp- 
bell, 5 ;  Cash,  5 ;  do.,  5 ;  Friend,  5; 
John  Lapsley,  5;  Wm.  Griffin,  10 ; 
L.,  5 ;  Geo.  Handy,  90 ;  B.  Smith, 
5 ;  Cash,  10 ;  do.,  10 ;  B.  W.  Ting- 
ley,  10;  Wm.  Miller,  10;  Samuel, 
Brown,  5 ;  D.  H.  White,  5 ;  Isaac 
Dunton,  10;  Cash,  5;  Wm.  David- 
son, 20 ;  Cash,  5 ;  do^lO;  do.,  5; 
Thos.  Stewart,  5 ;  H.  Neil,  90  j  B. 
Gerhard,  5;  Wm.  Roguel,  10; 
Jacob  Dunton,  10;  Caan,  5;  Alex. 
Fullerton,  20;  J.  M'Lanahan,  10; 
Thos.  Harris,  10;  Thoe.  Roney,5; 
Friend,  5;  T.  Biddle,  10;  T,  Ro- 
bertson, 2;  W.,  1 ;  C.  Hickman,  5? 
Wm.  M'&ean,  5 ;  Ladies,  551, 

Fifth  Pr.  Ch.,  Archibald  Falconer, 

L.  M.,  in  fuU  by  his  Aont, 
West  Pr.  Ch., 
northern  Libertiee   Central   Ch., 

W.  T.  Donaldson, 
Southieark  1st  Preeb.  Ch^ 
Siophia  Hort,  ,  „  ^     . 

Pottsville,  by  Rev.  J.  M'Cool, 
Sewickley,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Adair, 


1573  00 

90  00 
26  25 

25  00 
115  00 
10  00 
50  00 
13  09 

$1,861  02 


Rev.  A.  Hale,  SpringJUld,  lU.,  achnowUdget  the 
receipt  of  the  fbUowing : 

Galena,  Rev.  A.  Kent,  ^  ^  »>  00 

Springfield,  2d  Presb.  Ch^  ColL,  54  87 ; 

Rev.  A.  Hale,  in  part  to  const  Mrs. 

C.  A,  8carret^  a  L.  M,  10,  M  fTl 
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A   PARENT'S   BITTEREST  AGONY. 
{From  a  M  issionary'a  Journal.] 

Susan  and  George  were  as  lovely 
children  as  ever  gladdened  a  parent's 
heart,  or  brightened  a  missionary's 
evening- hour. 

Last  night,  George  was  sporting  on 
my  knee.  I  held  the  happy  little 
fellow  a  long  time;  talked  with  him 
about  God,  heaven  and  hell ;  about 
dying;  and  what  made  a  good,  and 
what  a  bad  boy ;  told  him  God  would 
burn  up  the  world.  And  here  he 
asked  me  many  questions  about  God 
and  man,  that  I  could  not  answer. 
When  speaking  about  the  punish- 
ment of  the  wicked,  he  asked,  with 
a  look  of  deep  anxiety,  "  Will  they 
burn  1    Will  they  burn  ?" 

To-day,  his  cap  was  found  afloat  in 
the  river,  near  the  bridge ;  but  the 
circumstance  did  not  lead  to  much 
immediate  inquiry.  He  had  been 
sent  to  school,  and  ran  from  his 
mother's  arms  in  a  frolicksome  mood, 
with  a  little  green  bough  pinned  in 
his  cap.  His  teacher— for  she  loved 
him — waited  for  him  to  read,  but  he 
did  not  come.  School  was  out,  and 
he  did  not  return.  Seeing  a  collec- 
tion of  people  on  the  bridge  and  by 
the  river,  I  hastened  to  the  crowd. 
May  God,  in  mercy,  spare  me  from 
ever  witnessing  again  such  inde- 
scribable agony  of  a  mother's  heart ! 
She  pressed  through  the  throng, 
grasped  my  hand,  called  me  by  name, 
and  exclaimed,  with  a  look  that  told 
how  bitter  it  is  to  be  bereaved  of  a 


first-born,  "  Oh.  I  have  not  praijed 
Jor  him  as  1  ought .'" 

He  had  not  been  found,  but  there 
could  be  no  doubt.  After  an  hour's 
search,  a  plank  was  taken  up  from 
the  bridge,  and  the  body  of  the  poor 
little  dead  George  hung  to  the  iron 
hook  by  which  he  was  drawn  from 
his  watery  grave. 

Little  Susan  stood  there,  looking 
down,  and  as  soon  as  she  saw  his  face 
in  the  water,  she  cried,  "  Ma,  Ma,  is 
George  going  up  to  Grod  now  1  Oh 
how  I  wish  1  could  go  with  him." 

The  distressing  scene  presented  to 
the  eye  of  the  father  and  mother,  I 
will  not  attempt  to  describe.  God 
bereaved  them  in  a  moment.  Their 
darling  boy  running  away  from  their 
door  so  joyful  and  merry,  and  now 
to  be  laid  in  his  winding  sheet! 

I  loved  George :  his  teacher  loved 
him :  I  saw  her  weep,  and  weep,  as 
she  stood  and  gazed  on  his  cold,  dead 
face. 

The  room  was  soon  filled  with 
sympathizing  friends  and  neighbors, 
and  after  the  body  was  shrouded  and 
laid  at  that  frightful  length,  so  start- 
ling to  the  living,  we  bowed  down 
in  prayer  and  tears  before  our  Father 
in  heaven,  to  implore  submission  to 
his  will,  to  adore  the  mysteries  of 
his  providence,  and  to  acknowledge 
his  sovereign  right  to  dispose  of  all 
he  has  made. 

Reader,  are  you  a  parent  ?  Spare 
your  heart  the  bitterness  of  saying  in 
the  hour  when  God  bereaves  you  of 
your  children— "  Oh,  I  have  not 
prayed  for  them  as  I  ought.^* 

Pray  for  them  as  you  ought,  and 
you  may  meet  them  in  heaven. 
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ADMONITION  TO  BACKSLIDERS. 
[Furnished  by  a  Clergyman  in  the  West] 

There  is  an  interesting  family,  who 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
country.  The  father  and  mother 
were  active  and  efficient  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. When  they  came  to  this  re- 
gion, they  forsook  the  sanctuary — 
opened  a  grog  tavern,  and  devoted 
themselves  to  the  world.  Their 
children  have  grown  up,  and  are 
now  most  devoted  to  the  pleasures  of 
sin.  The  ball  room,  the  dancing 
school,  and  such  places,  are  their 
chief  delight,  and  the  parents,  Eli 
like,  do  not  restrain  them.  During  a 
late  revival,  they  were  brought  to  re- 
flection ;  and  the  mother,  a  few  days 
since,  told  me,  with  tears,  "  It  was 
not  always  so.  While  we  were  regu- 
lar at  meeting,  we  had  no  difficulty 
with  our  children ;  they  had  no  relish 
for  these  follies;  but  since  we  have 
forsaken  God,  we  have  no  way  to 
prevent  it."  She  looks  with  anguish 
upon  the  influence  which  her  apos- 
tacy  has  exerted  upon  a  large  family 
of  children;  several  of  whom  are 
now  well  nigh  beyond  parental  con- 
trol. 

It  is  appalling  to  see  how  many 
there  are  in  this  country,  who  are 
putting  their  light  under  a  bushel. 
Four  months  ago,  there  were  rising 
fifty  members  in  this  church,  and 
just  about  as  many  old  professors, 
within  five  miles,  who  had  not  joined; 
and  many  of  whom  were  never  sus- 
pected of  being  religious.  Some  had 
been  exiles  from  God  for  fourteen 
years.  Some  were  mourning  over 
their  desolation,  and  some  were  giving 
no  sign  of  spiritual  life.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion worthy  of  the  serious  conside- 
ration of  eastern  churches,  "If  tre 

RELIGION  OF  NEARLY  HALF  THEIR  MEM- 
BERS WILL  NOT   BEAR  TRANSPORTATION 

ACROSS  Lake  Erie,  what  proportion 

WILL   BEAR  IT  ACROSS   THE   JORDAN  OF 
DEATH  ?" 


THE  christian's  LOVE  FOR  THE  HOUSE 
OF  GOD. 

Mr.  H— -  had  been  for  several  B 


years  in  feeble  health,  having  in  his 
own  view,  though  not  in  the  opinion 
of  his  physician,  indubitable  symp- 
toms of  pulmonary  disease.  For  some 
months  before  his  decease,  he  was 
confined  almost  entirely  to  his  house ; 
consequently  was  denied  the  privi- 
lege, invaluable  to  him,  of  attending 
public  worship.  A  few  weeks  be- 
fore he  died,  he  said  to  his  wife,  ^If 
I  live  till  next  Sabbath,  I  must  go  to 
meeting  once  more."  She  replied 
that  he  might  be  unable  to  endure 
the  exertion.  Said  he,  '^  I  cannot  be 
denied  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the 
sanctuary  once  more,  if  it  be  possible 

for  me  to  get  there.*'    Mrs.  H , 

who  tenderly  sympathized  with  him 
in  fove  for  the  sanctuary,  said  no 
more.    When  the  Sabbath  came,  he 
requested  her  to  make  him  ready  for 
meeting.     Aware  that  he  could  not 
endure' the  fatigue  of  riding  from 
home  and    attending    meeting   the 
same  half  day,  he  rode  during  the 
morning  service  to  my  house,  situ- 
ated but  a  few  rods  from  the  meet- 
ing-house, where  he  sought  some  re- 
pose.   Here  I  found  him  on  my  re- 
turn from  the  morning  service.    He 
said,  as  I  entered  the  room,  in  a  tone 
which  betokened  the  depth  of  his 
emotions,  "  I  am  come  once  more  to 
attend  meeting  before  I  die."    In  the 
afternoon,  *'  we  walked  to  the  house 
of  God  in  company."    During  the 
service,  the  deep  solemnity  of  his 
aspect,  not  less  than  his  extreme  de- 
bility, attracted  the  attention  of  those 
around  him.    At  the  close  of  the  ser- 
vice,  after    the    congregation    had 
mostly  retired,  I  noticed  him  stand- 
ing near  one  of  the  doors,  and  sur- 
veying the  interior  of  the  house  with 
great  deliberation.    After  he  came 
out,  he  took  a  similar  survey  of  its 
exterior,  and  of  the  adjacent  grounds. 
I  was  affected  by  the  proceeding,  but 
knew  not  how  to  explain  it,  though  I 
suspected  its  meaning.    Next  morn- 
ing I  called  upon  him,  and  after  a 
few  remarks  about  his  feelings,  he 
said,  "I  had  great  enjoyment  yester- 
day at  meeting,  and  before  I  left,  I 
took  a  final  leave  of  the  house— of 
the  pulpit,  and  the  walls,  and  the 
seats.    I  never  expect  to  enter  the 
sacred  place  again,  but  I  thank  God 
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for  the  opportunity  afforded  me  yes- 
terday; and  I  shall  thank  him,  even 
though  the  effort  should  hasten  my 
departure." 

Whether  he  was  unfavorably  af- 
fected or  not  by  his  exertion,  from 
this  time  he  failed  rapidly,  mani- 
festing however,  cheerful  submission, 
and  unwavering  confidence  in  his  Re- 
deemer; and  in  about  G\e  weeks, 
exchanged,  as  we  trust,  hope  for 
fruition,  and  earthly  for  heavenly 
worship,  in  concert  with  saints  and 
seraphim. 

''  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles, 
O  Lord  of  hosts !  My  soul  longeth, 
yea,  even  fainteth  for  the  courts  of 
the  Lord:  my  heart  and  my  flesh 
crieth  out  for  the  living  God. — A  day 
in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thou- 
sand.— I  had  rather  be  a  door-keeper 
in  the  house  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  wickedness."       m. 


THB    MORALIST   AT    THE     TOP     OF     HIS 
LADDER. 

Soon  af^erl  settled  in  the  ministry 
in  the  town  of ,  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  B.,  who  was  evi- 
dently one  of  that  generation  who 
are  righteous  in  their  own  eyes,  but 
have  not,  by  the  washing  of  regene- 
tion  and  the  application  of  the  blood 
of  Christ,  been  cleansed  from  sin. 

Whenever  I  attempted  to  direct 
his  attention  to  the  all  absorbing 
subject  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ, 
and  to  press  upon  him  his  need  of  a 
personal  interest  in  this  salvation,  he 
uniformly  entrenched  himself  under 
what  he  termed  his  morality,  and 
persuaded  himself  that  he  was  safe  for 
time  and  eternity.  Sometime  in  the 
fall  of ,  his  wife  who  was  in- 
dulging a  hope,  proposed  to  unite 
with  the  church.  She  took  oppor- 
tunity, when  alone  with  him,  to  com- 
municate her  views,  and  gain  his 
assent.  The  question  was  no  sooner 
put,  '*  Are  you  willing  that  I  should 
unite  with  the  church  ?"  than  he  re- 
plied :  "  You  had  better  see  that  you 
are  fit  first."  She  said  no  more ;  her 
heart  was  full.    Bat  the  matter,  by  N 


the  grace  of  God,  did  not  end  here. 
The  thought,  that  his  wife  consi- 
dered herself  a  Christian,  and  wished 
to  confess  Christ  before  men,  broke 
in  upon  his  guilty  slumbers.  The 
consideration  that  she  was  taken  and 
he  left,  harassed  him  by  day  and  by 
night. 

For  months  he  di.d  his  utmost  to 
stifle  convictions  and  hide  them  from 
others.  Early  in  the  spring,  at  the 
close  of  a  funeral  service,  in  his 
neighborhood,  he  said  tome,  ''Mr. 

,  why  don't  you  come  here  and 

lecture  occasionally,  as  you  used  to 
do?"  I  replied,  because  I  had  no 
hearers ;  he  said  **  I  wish  you  would 
try  us  again."  I  asked,  "  Will  you 
attend  ?"  (he  rarely  attended  public 
worship;)  he  answered,  **I  will." 
The  appointment  was  made,  and  the 
lecture  preached.  At  the  close  of 
the  meeting,  he  grasped  my  hand, 
and  with  a  countenance  full  of 
anxiety,  and  wept.  I  inquired, 
«  What  is  the  matter  ?"  He  replied, 
"  Matter  enoofifh ;  I  have  got  to  th^ 
top  of  my  ladder !"  I  said  to  him, 
"  Let  go  your  ladder  and  you  will  do 
well  enough."  He  replied,  "I  dare 
not;  if  I  do,  I  shall  drop  into  hell!" 
I  replied,  *•  Quit  your  ladder,  and 
Christ  will  receive  and  sustain  you." 
Soon  after  this,  he  hopefully  "  quit 
the  ladder,"  fell  into  the  arms  of  the 
Saviour,  and  found  that  peace  which 
He  only  can  give.  A  few  months 
after,  Mr.  B.  with  his  wife,  publicly 
espoused  the  cause  of  Christ,  con- 
secrating themselves  and  household 
to  the  Lord. 


ALL     THINGS     WORK      TOGETHER      FOR 
GOOD    TO    THEM    THAT    LOVE    GOD. 

In  the  year  1820,  when  young  in 
the  ministry,  and  passing  through 
trials  which  oore  very  heavily  upon 
my  spirits,  I  was  visited  by  the  Rev. 
Aaron  Kinne,  then  residing  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  Mass.  He  was, 
at  that  time,  past  70  years  of  age,  and 
though  his  life  had  been  chequered 
by  changes  and  sorrows,  enough  to 
have  broken  down  a  constitution  and 
mind  of  ordinary  vigor,  he  was  still 
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actire^  cheerful,  and  able  to  spread 
a  charm  through  any  social  circle 
where  delight  was  found  in  God  and 
in  his  wise  and  perfect  govern menjt, 
Among  manf  other  remarks  which 
fell  from  his  lips  were  the  follow- 
ing : 

"  Two  things,  I  think  I  can  say,  I 
have  learned  from  experience.  One 
is,  that  I  need  trials.'^  Laying  his 
hand  upon  his  heart,  he  adcfed,  with 
peculiar  emphasis,  "  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  the  old  Jewish  spirit  here, 
rebellious,  proud,  self-righteous.  I 
need  trials — I  know  I  need  trials. 
Another  thing,  I  think  I  can  say  I 
have  learned  is,  that  all  my  trials 
have  been  just  such  as  I  needed. 
They  have  come  at  the  right  time, 
through  the  right  instruments ;  and 
on  the  part  of  God,  have  been  exactly 
suited  to  my  character  and  wants. 
They  have  been  kindly  designed  to 
teach  me  how  weak  and  unworthy  I 
am  in  myself— how  empty  all  created 
things,  to  satisfy  my  wants,  as  an  im- 
Hiortal  being — and  to  bring  my  soul 
to  rely  entirely  on  the  boundless 
mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus." 

The  tone  of  voice,  the  sincerity  of 
manner,  and  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  the  man  of  almost  fourscore 
uttered  the  above  expressions,  led 
me  to  think  that  it  is  not  an  unmean- 
ing declaration,  For  we  know  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God. 

That  interview  with  the  aged  man 
of  God  was  comforting,  and  I  trust 
useful  to  me  at  the  time,  and  the  re- 
membrance of  it  has  helped  to  give 
me  heart  in  many  desponding 
hours  since.  I  have  thought  that  the 
relation  might  be  seasonable  to  some 
of  my  younger  brethren  in  the  minis- 
try, who  are  not  now  exempt  from 
trials,  and  when  faith  and  patience 
are  perhaps  to  be  still  more  severely 
tested. 

Mr.  Kinne  is  known  to  the  public 
as  the  author  of  some  valuable  vo- 
lumes. He  was  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Groton,  Conn.,  in  1781,  and  the 
60  men  who  garrisoned .  Fort  Gris- 
wold,  and  who,  with  the  brave  Led- 
yard  at  their  head,  were  inhumanly 
slaughtered  after  their  surrender, 
had  been  suddenly  collected  from 


that  town.  The  youthful  minister, 
left  almost  a  solitary  man  amidst  a 
community  of  widows  and  orphans, 
stood  up  to  perform  the  sad  funeral 
service,  and  bury  in  one  grave  the 
fathers  of  his  church  and  congrega- 
tion. 

In  after  life  he  was  not  exempt 
from  a  large  measure  of  the  portion 
of  those  who  will  live  godly  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  he  struggled  with  poverty — 
he  met  with  unkindness  from  those 
in  whose  service  he  had  faithfully 
labored. 

Soon  after  the  period  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  having  laid  in  the 
grave  the  companion  of  his  priva- 
tions and  toils,  and  being  thus  set  at 
liberty  from  family  ties,  with  a  heart 
still  warmed  with  unabated  zeal  for 
the  honor  of  Christ  and  the  exten- 
sion of  his  kingdom,  he  set  his  face 
towards  the  great  Western  Valley, 
where  he  engaged  in  missionary  la- 
bors, and  in  that  land  of  promise  he 
left  his  bones. 


'lord,  what  wilt  thou    have  me 

TO   DO?" 

1. 

Prostrate,  O  Lord,  in  dust 

My  spirit  lies; 
To  Christ,  my  only  trust, 

I  lift  my  eyes  : 
With  doubt  perplexed, 
What  course  shall  I  pursue  ? 
Q  show  me,  gracious  Lord,  what  thou 
wouldst  have  me  do ! 


What  shall  I  do  for  thee, 

My  soul's  best  friend^ — 

Thou,  who  to  die  for  me 

Didst  condescend  7 
What  trial  for  thee  bear, 
Or  cross  sustain, 
Who    bore   a  cross    for    me— a    cross 
of  scorn  and  pain  1 


My  heart,  by  love  constrained 

Pants  for  the  field. 
To  souls  in  sin  enchained 

Succour  to  yield : 
But  still  no  open  path- way 
Meets  my  view, 
0   tdl    me,  graeiaus    God,  what   thou 
wouldst  have  me  do? 
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iFotttteentI  aititiCiift«ata?* 


The  American  Home  Missionary 
Society  held  its  fourteenth  Anniver- 
sary in  the  Broadway  Tabernacle, 
New-York,  on  Wednesday  evening. 
May  13th,  1840.  Henry  Dwight, 
Esq.,  President  of  the  Society,  took 
the  chair,  and  the  meeting  was  open- 
ed with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ely,  of 
Monson,  Mass. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  was  read 
by  Mr.  Knowles  Taylor,  Treasurer 
01  the  Society. 

An  abstract  of  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Executive  Committee  was 
read  by  Rev.  Charles  Hall,  one  of 
the  Secretaries. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

1.  On  motion  of  Rev.  E.  R.  Fair- 
child,  of  Philadelphia,  seconded  by 
Rev.  J.  W.  McLane,  of  New-York, 

Resolved^  That  the  Reports  now  read  be 
adopted,  and  published  under  the  direction  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

2.  On  motion  of  ReV.  Thornton 
A.  Mills,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  seconded 
by  John  Tappan,  Esq.,  of  Boston, 

Resolved^  That  the  past  success  of  the 
American  Home  Missioniary  Society,  afibrds 
great  encouragement  for  more  extensive  and 
energetic  efforts  to  supply  our  whole  coun- 
try "with  the  Gospel. 

VOL.  xin.  t 


3.  On  motion  of  Rev.  Hubbarb 
WiNSLow,  of  Boston,  seconded  bjr 
Rev.  Henry  Little,  of  Indiana, 

Resolved^  That  as  the  salvation  of  the 
world  depends^  under  Gt)d,  upon  a  sufficient 
ministration  of  the  Gk>spel  by  enlightened 
and  truly  pious  men,  therefore,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  American  churdhes,  while  laboring  to' 
evangelize  the  heathen,  to  see  that  the  chrirf- 
tiah  ministry  is  fully  supplied  and  sustained 
in  our  own  country. 

4.  On  motion  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Brainerd,  of  Philadelphia,  seconded 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Peters,  of  New- York, 

Rtsolvedt  That  While  we  give  thanks  to 
God  for  his  blessing  upon  the  efforts  of  thiv 
Society,  in  past  time,  we  would  be  deeply 
sensible  of  our  enthre  dependence,  for  all  fu- 
ture success,  upoki  the  gracious  influences  of 
his  Holy  Spirit. 

Appropriate  and  interesting  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Rev.  Messrs. 
Mills,  WnisLOw,  BaAiihiAD,  and  Df. 
Peters  ;  and  the  exercises  were  di- 
versified and  enlivened  by  the  per- 
formances of  the  choir:  under  the' 
direction  of  Mi*.  R.  H.  Sbibly. 

The  Benediction  was  proiiounced 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Patton,  of  New- York  ;• 
after  which  the  Society  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  Officers  ibr  the  ensuing 
year. 
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The  Treasorer,  Mr.  Knowles  Tay- 
LOB,  baviog  eicpressed  his*  intention 
to  decline  a  re-election,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  presented  to  him  for  his  very  .valuable  ser- 
vices, gratuitously  rendered  for  a  period  of 
twelve  years. 

Thefollowing  officers  were  chosen : 

PRESIDENT. 
Henet  Dwiqht,  Esq.,  of  Genera,  N.  Y. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Rev.  E.  W.  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  President  Wabash 

Coll.,  Indiana. 
Rev.  Joshua  Bates,  D.  D.,  Middlehary,  Vt. 
Rev.  Lyman  Beecher,  D.  D.,  President  Theol. 

Sem.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  LL.  D.,  New-York. 
Rev.  Calvin  Chapin,  D.  D.,  Rocky  Hill,  Conn. 
Rev.  John  H.  Charch,  D.  D.,  Pelbam,  N.H. 
Rev.  Thomas  Cleland,  D.  D.,  Harrodsburgh,  Ky. 
Rev.  John  Codman,  D.  D.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  President  Yale 

College. 
Rev.  Jiistfai  Edwards,   D.  D.,  President  Theol. 

Sem.,  Andover. 
Bon.  Theodore  Frelinghnysen,  LL.  D.,  Chancellor 

New- York  Universiqr. 
Rev.  Eliphalet  Gillet,  D.  D.,  Hallowell,  Me. 
Rev.  Francis  Heron,  D.  D.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Rev.  Asa  HUlyar,  D.  D.,  Orange,  N.  J. 
Hon.  N.  W.  Howell,  LL.  D.,  Canandaigna,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  LL.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
John  D.  Reese,  Esq.,  New-York. 
Rev.  Thomas  M'Auley,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  New-York. 
Hon.  Charles  Marsh,  LL.  D.,  Woodstock,  Vt. 
Rev.  James  M.  Mathews,  D.  D.,  New-York. 
Hon.  David  Lawrence  MorrUl,  LL.  D^  Concord, 

N.H.  ^ 

Hon.  John  Murphy,  Clafbome,  Alabama. 
Rev.  David  Porter,  D.  D.,  Cattskill,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Alexander  Proudfit,  D.  D.,  New- York. 
Rev.  James  Riehards,  D.  D.,  Theol.  Sem.,  Auburn, 

N.Y. 
James  Roosevelt,  Esq.,  New-York. 
Rev.  Samuel  S.  Schmucker,  D.  D.,  Theol.  Sem., 

GettysburgfPa. 
Hon.  Roger  M.Sherman,  LL.  D.,  Fairfield,  Conn. 
Rev.Thomas  H. Skinner,  D.  D.,  New- York. 
Hon.  John  Cotton  Smith,  LL.  D.,  Sharon,  Conn. 
Hon.  Jacob  Sutherland,  LL.  D.,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  W.  Taylor,  D.  D.,  Theol.  Sem., 

New-Haven. 
Rev.  John  Thomson,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 
8,  V.  S.  Wilder,  Esq.,  New-York. 
Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  P.,  Theol.  Sem.,  An- 
dover, Mass. 

DIRECTORS. 

Rev.  William  Allen,  D.  D.,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Albert  Barnes,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Edward  Beecher,  President  Illinois  College, 

lUinois. 
Rev.  Nathan  S.  S.  Beman,  D.  D.,  Troy,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Robert  H.  Bishop,  D.  D.,  President  Miami 

UnivMrsity,  Ohio. 
Rev.  John  P.  Cleaveland,  Marshall,  Mich. 
Rev.  Charles  Coiln,  D.  D.,  President  of  College, 

Tenn. 

I  Bl  Colllni,  Esq.,  Hartford,  Conn. 


Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cox,  D.  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  William  Darling,  Reading,  Pa. 
Rev.  Henry  Davis,  D.  D.,  Clinton,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  William  R.  Do  Witt,  Harrisburgh,  Pa. 
Rev.  Baxter  Dickinson,  D.  D.,    Auburn  Theoll 

Seminary,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  £.  W.  Gilbert,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
Eurotas  P.  Hastings,  Em).,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Rev.  Joel  Hawea,  D.  D.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  L.  P.  Hickok,  Prof,  in  Western  Reserve  Col- 
t  lege,  O. 
Rev.  Mark  Hopkins,  D.^  D.,  President  Williams 

College,  Mass.  « 

Hon.  Joseph  C.  Homblower,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Rev.  Heman  Humphrey,  D;  D.,  President  Amherst 

College,  Mais. 
Rev.  Maucius  S.  Hutton,  New-York. 
John  Kerr,  Esq.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev.  Joel  Linsley,  D.   D.,  President  of  College, 

Marietta,  O. 
Rev.  Natlian  Lord,  D.  D.,  President  Dartmouth 

College,  N.  H. 
Rev.  William  H.  McGuffy,  President  of  Athens 

College,  O. 
Rev.  Cyrus  Mason,  Prof,  in  New-York  University. 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Merrill,  D.  D.,Middlebury,  Vl 
Rev.  Samuel  Merwin,  New-Haven,  Conn. 
Joseph  Montgomery,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott,  D.  D.,  President  of  Union 

College,  N.  Y, 
Rev.  Samuel  Osgood,  D.  D.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.D«  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Rev.  George  E.  Pierce,  D.  D.,  President  Western 

Reserve  College,  O. 
Rev.  Enoch  Pond,  D.  D.,  Prof,  in  Bangor  TheoL 

''Sem.,  Me. 
Rev.  William  S.  Potts,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
John  Punchard,  Esq.,  Salem,  Moss. 
H.  H.  Seelye,  Esq.,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 
Gerrit  Smith,  Esq.,  Peterborough,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.  D.,  Braintree,  Bfass. 
Hon.  Lewis  Strong,  Northampton,  Mass. 
Jeremiah  Sullivan,  Esq.,  Madison,  Ind. 
Rev.  Benjamin  Tappan,  D.D.,  Augusta,  Me. 
John  Tappan,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
John  Tilson,  Esq^  Hillsborough,  III. 
Rev.  Mark  Tucker,  D.  D.,  Providence,  R.  L 
Rev.  Benuet  Tyler,  D.  D.,  President  Theol.  Inft» 

East  Windsor,  Conn. 
Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
Ambrose  White,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Andrew  Wylie,  D.  D.,  President  of  College^ 

Bloomiugton,  Ind. 
Rev.  John  C.  Young,  D.  D.,  President  of  Centre 

College,  Kentucky. 

TREASURER. 
Mr.  Jasper  Corning. 

AUDITOR. 
Mr.  Caleb  O.  Halsted. 


SECRETARIES  FOR   CORRESPONDENCE. 
Rev.  Milton  Badger, 
Rev.  Charles  Hall. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 
Mr.  William  M.  Halsted. 


MEETING  OP  THE  BOARD  OP 
DIRECTORS. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  on 
Thursday,  May  14th,  at  the  Society's 
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Rooms,  150  Nassau-street,  and  ap- 
pointed the  following  gentlemen 
members  of  the 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Knowles  Taylor. 
Rev.  Absalom  Peters,  D.  D. 
Rey.  William  Patton,  D.  D. 
Bev.  Erskiue  Moson,  D.  D. 
Rev.  William  Adams. 
Mr.  Abijah  Fisher. 
Mr.  Leonard  CorniDf . 
Charles  Butler,  Esq. 
Mr.  C.R.  Robert. 


MEMBERS  fiX^FFICIO. 

Mr.  Jasper  Coming,  TrewMirer. 

Rev.  Milton  Badger,     ?  Soeretarief  *  for  Conrea- 

Rev.  Charles  Hall,        >  pondence. 

Mr.  William  M.  Halsted,  Recording  Secr«tary, 


Astis^NT  Trbasvrki. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Ripley,  , 


iFotttteentfi  Heport. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society 
come  to  present  their  pouRTEENTH  an 
N0AL  REPORT,  Under  a  deeper  convic- 
tion thaii  ever  before,  that  the  labors 
of  its  patrons  and  friends  are  hallow- 
ed, in  the  best  affections  of  the  best 
of  men^  and  recorded,  as  a  grateful 
memorial,  in  the  book  of  God. 

The  testimonials,  which  the  em- 
barrassments of  the  Institution  have 
called  forth,  from  men  of  enlighten- 
ed minds  and  generous  hearts,  to  the 
wisdom  of  its  policy  and  the  impor- 
tance, to  this  country  and  to  the 
world,  of  the  successful  execution  of 
its  benevi^ent  purposes,  have  greatly 
encouraged  the  Committee  in  the  pro- 
secution of  their  work;  and  the  full 
and  tender  expressions  of  gratitude, 
from  those  to  whom  it  has  given  the 
Gospel,  and  irom  those  whom  it  has 
enabled  to  preach  it,  have  deeply  af- 
fected their  hearts. 

The  testimonials,  too,  which  have 
been  received  from  on  high,  in  the 
enlargement  which  has  been  grant- 
ed, when  no  human  eye  could  see 
from  whence  it  was  to  come,  and  in 
the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
80  extensively  and  powerfully  upon 
the  churches,  teach  us,  that  it  is  our 
exalted  privilege  to  act  in  close  alli- 
ance with  Him,  who  has  all  power  in 
heaven  and  on  earth,  and  whose  mer- 
ciful designs,  in  giving  command- 
ment that  his  Gospel  be  pi-eached  to 
every  creature,  are  to  be  carried  for- 
ward to  their  certain  and  glorious 


completion,  though  clouds  end  dark- 
ness may,  for  a  little  season,  be  round 
about  him.  The  Lord  of  Hosts  is 
with  UB,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  re- 
fuge. 

The  year,  therefore,  has  not  only 
brought  with  it  its  embarrassments 
and  its  trials^  but  its  peculiar  encou- 
ragements— Its  precious  blessings. 

The  details  of  the  Society's  opera- 
tions are  embodied  in  the  following 
table. 


ITdble  of  Missionaries  and 
gregations  omitted.'] 


Con- 


SUMMARY  OF  RESULT^. 


The  whole  number  of  missiona- 
ries and  agents,  named  in  the  fore- 
going table  and  in  commission  during 
Hie  year,  is  680.  That  the  number 
does  not  greatly  exceed  \Jiis,  is  not 
that  the  wants  of  the  needy  have  all 
been  supplied,  or  that  their  earnest 
supplications  for  aid  have  air  been 
granted,  or  that  no  more  heralds  of 
mercy  could  be  found  to  go  out  and 
proclaim  to  them  the  glad  tidings 
of  salvation,  but  that  the  Committee 
have  been  restricted  in  their  appro- 
priations, by  the  want  6f  funds. 

The  pecuniary  distresses,  experi- 
enced every  where  in  the  Autumn,  so 
seriously  affected  the  immediate  and 
prospective  receipts  of  the  Society, 
(hat  it  became  indispensable,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Committee,  to  re- 
frain from  increasing  its  responsibili- 
ties, except  in  cases  having  claims 
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jof  a  peculiar  cbaracter.  The  efforts 
pf  the  last  half  of  the  year,  there- 
fore, have  been  directed,  not  so  much 
to  enlarging  the  operations  of  the  So- 
ciety, by  taking  up  new  fields  and 
sending  out  additional  laborers,  as  to 
retaining  the  ground  already  occu- 
pied, till  the  times  of  prosperity 
should  return  from  the  presence  of 
ithe  Lord. 

It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  the 
Committee,  an4  ipatter  of  devout 
gratitude  to  God,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing their  inability  to  extend  the 
agency  of  the  Society  in  a  measure 
corresponding  with  the  imperious 
necessities  of  the  country,  pr  even 
with  their  own  anticipations  at  the 
opening  of  the  year,  they  are  able  to 
report  that  there  has  been  an  actual 
advance  upon  the  labors  of  the  year 
preceding — the  number  of  missipua- 
ries  in  commission  exceeding,  by  1^, 
those  reported  ^t  the  last  anniversa- 
ry, and  the  ampunt  pf  service  per- 
formed beii^g  greater,  by  13  years. 

Of  the  missfionaries  reported,  486 
were  in  the  service  of  the  Society  at 
the  commenceipent  pf  the  year,  and 
194  have  been  smce  appointed.  They 
have  occupied  fields  of  labor  in  23 
different  States  and  Territories,  and 
in  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada. 

Four^  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
have  been  employed  as  pastors  or 
(Stated  supplies  in  singlp  congrega- 
tions, 152  in  two  or  three  congrega- 
tions each,  and  30  have  exteoded 
their  labors  oyer  larger  fields. 

The  whole  number  of  coi^grega- 
tions  ^nd  missionary  districts  sup- 
plied, in  whole  pr  in  part,  is  JB42  ; 
the  amount  of  labor  piertormed  is 
equal  to  486  years. 

The  number  added  to  the  churches, 
on  profession  of  th^ir  faith,  is  not  ^^^ 
from  2,840 ;  by  letters  from  other 
jchurches  1,910— in  all,  4,7^0,  wh|ch 
exqeeds  the  number  added  the  last 
year  by  830. 

The  number  of  pupils,  instructed 
in  Sabbath  schools  and  Biblp  plfiss^s, 
is  about  60,000. 

The  number  of  subscribers  tp  tem- 
perance pledges,  in  the  congregations 
pf  the  missionaries,  is  not  far  from 
76,000. 

'fhe  amount  contributed  to  vari- 


ous benevolent  objects  in  200  con- 
gregations— the  whole  number  from 
which  we  have  received  reports  on 
thissubject— is$9,135  21.  From  the 
reports  of  thisandof  precedingyears, 
it  is  manifest,  that  more  than  one 
third  of  all  that  is  expended  on  these 
missionary  churches,  is  actually  paid 
back  by  them,  during  the  year,  into 
the  different  channels  of  christian  be- 
nevolence. Some  of  them,  it  is  true, 
contribute  far  less  than  they  ought. 
But  there  are  others  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  ability,  are  exceeded  by 
no  churches  and  by  no  classes  of 
Christians  in  the  land.  The^measure 
of  their  benevolence,  while  giving  of 
their  penury,  •  in  addition  to  what 
they  pay  for  the  support  of  their  own 
gospel  institutions,  is  a  noble  exam- 
ple for  the  imitation  of  those,  to 
whom  God  has  committed,  in  great- 
er abundance,  the  treasures  of  this 
world. 

The  number  of  churches  that  have 
this  year  assumed  the  support  of 
their  own  pastors— the  diminished 
amount  of  aid  asked  by  others — the 
churches  organized  under  the  labors 
of  the  missionaries — the  houses  of 
worship  erected  and  the  pastors  in- 
stalled, all  give  the  most  pleasing 
evidence,  that  the  funds,  which  have 
been  consecrated,  in  this  sphere  of 
benevolent  action  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  have 
not  been  expended  in  vain. 

But  the  evidence,  most  grateful  to 
the  pious  heart,  that  the  missionaries 
have  not  spent  their  strength  for 
nought,  is  recognized  in  the  fact,  that 
they  have  been  workers  together 
with  Godf  They  have  planted  and 
watered,  and  God  has  given  the  in- 
crease. Tlie  year  has  been  a  year 
ofrevivqls — such  a  one,  as  has  not 
blessed  the  ipissionary  churches, 
since  the  memorable  era  of  1832. 
,  The  characteristics  of  many  of  these 
revivals  are  deeply  interesting,  and 
strikingly  similar,  though  in  places 
widely  separated.  They  have  been 
marked  with  great  stillness,  order,  so- 
lemnity and  power.  They  have  come 
without  observation  and  in  connex- 
ion with  the  ordinary  means  of  grace. 
God  has  honored  the  pastoral  office, 
and -the   simple,   pungent   presen- 
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tation  of  his  own  truth ;  and  he  has 
greatly  blessed  the  appropriate  efforts 
of  private  Christians.  There  has 
been  a  deep  conviction,  on  the  minds 
of  the  church  and  of  the  world,  like 
that  of  Moses,  as  the  voice  addressee! 
him  from  the  burning  bush. 

These  revivals  have^  most  of  them, 
commenced  since  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  and  at  the  date  of  our  in- 
formation, were  still  in  progress. 
But  a  small  portion  of  the  fruits  of 
them,  therefore,  have  yet  been  gath- 
ered into  the  churches.  The  num- 
ber of  hopeful  conversions,  however, 
reported  by  67  missionaries,  is  1,683 ; 
and  many  others  speak  of  revivals 
without  mentioning  the  number. 

Of  the  results  of  these  revivals — to 
the  churches  which  have  experienced 
them — to  the  souls  which  have  been 
renewed  in  them,and  of  their  bearings 
upon  the  dearest  Interests  of  multi- 
tudes which  no  man  can  number,  we 
can  form  no  adequate  conception, 
until  permitted  to  review  them  in  the 
light  of  immortality ! 

The  results,  indeed,  of  that  myste- 
rious and  wonder-working  influence, 
which  a  God  of  grace  exerts  through 
tke  ministry  of  reconciliation,  and 
which  he  connects  with  the  mis- 
sionary enterprise,  all  surpass  finite 
comprehension. 

While  the  missionaries  are  preach- 
ing Christ  and  him  crucified  to  the 
living,  they  are  laying  broad  and 
deep  the  foundations  of  many  gene- 
rations; they  are  setting  in  motion 
trains  of  moral  infiuences,  which  will 
not  cease  when  they  are  dead;  they 
are  kindling  up  lights  in  Zion,  which 
will  shine  brighter  and  brighter  iiSto 
the  perfect  day.  Churches,  that 
were  near  unto  death,  are  quickened, 
and  become  able  of  themselves  to 
sustain  the  Gospel,  and  to  hand  down 
its  blessings  to  those  who  shall  come 
after  them.  New  churches  are  or- 
ganized, to  throw  open  their  por&ls 
to  the  fathers,  and  the  children,  and 
the  children's  children,  through 
many  generations,  and  to  send  out 
their  infiuences  to  the  end&  of  the 
world.  The  organization,  or  resusci- 
tation of  a  church — Heaven's  own 
institution — that  may  stand  through 
all  coming  time,  and  bring  its  multi- 


tudes of  redeemed  ones  to  glory,  is  a 
great  event.  And  to  plant  such 
churches,  wherever  there  are  souls 
to  be  gathered  into  them,  our  coun- 
try over,  and  nurture  them,  till  they 
no  longer  need  our  aid,  but  become 
our  most  efficient  fellow  laborers,  in 
hastening  forward  the  universal 
reign  of  the  sou  of  God  is,  surely,  a 
great  work.  And  yet,  this  is  the 
work,  in  which  infinite  condescen- 
sion and  mercy  permits  us,  as  the 
friends  of  Home  Missions,  to  engage, 
and  some  of  the  blessings  of  which, 
it  is  our  privilege  here  to  record. 

PECDNIABT  RESOURCES. 

During  the  first  five  months  of  the 
yegr,  the  receipts  of  the  Society  cor- 
responded, very  nearly,  with  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  same  months  in  the  year 
preceding.  But  the  three  months 
which  succeeded,  were  months  of 
darkness  and  discouragement.  The 
channels,  from  which  supplies,  at 
this  season,  had  ordinarily  been  re- 
ceived, seemed  to  be  dried  up.  4"^ 
it  was  df  but  little  avail,  to  make  so- 
licitations of  churches  or  individuals 
any  where.  All  seemed  to  be  ab- 
sorbed with  their  own  business  cares 
and  responsibilities,  and  to  be  trem- 
bling, for  fear  of  those  things  that 
were  yet  to  come  upon  them.  Very 
little  could  be  brought  into  the  trea- 
sury from  any  source;  and  it  was 
impossible  to  calculate,  with  any  de- 
gree of  certainty,  upon  receiving  a 
sufficient  amount  during  the  year, 
to  redeem  the  pledges  that  had  al- 
ready been  made. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  Com- 
mittee felt  themselves  compelled, 
in  renewing  commissions,  to  reduce 
the  amount  appropriated  25,  and  in 
some  instances, 50  percent.;  although 
the  pressure  was  upon  the  feeble 
churches  and  upon  the  missionaries, 
no  less  than  upon  others,  and  they 
actually  needed,  in  many  cases,  more 
assistance  rather  than  less.  The 
Committee  were  obliged,  loo,  to  make 
these  reduced  appropriations,  on  the 
condition^  that  funds  could  be  ob- 
tained to  meet  them  as  they  became 
due,  and  to  suffer  the  painful  appre- 
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hension  of  having  to  inform  the  mis- 
sionaries, one  and  all,  that  their 
drafts  could  not  be  paid. 

That  these  painful  apprehensions 
have  not  been  realized,  and  the  most 
serious  embarrassments  thereby 
thrown  in  the  way  of  future  opera- 
tions, we  owe  to  the  quick  and  gene- 
rous sympathy  in  the  churches  with 
the  cause  of  missions  at  home— to 
the  prompt  and  liberal  contributions 
of  many,  who  were  themselves  in  a 
great  trial  of  affliction,  and,  above 
all,  to  that  blessed  Spirit  which  has 
been  poured  out  from  on  high,  en- 
larging the  hearts  of  his  people,  and 
inspiring,  in  souls  renewed,  the  dis- 
position of  him,  who  rejoiced  in  the 
privilege  of  giving  the  half  of  his 
goods  to  the  poor.  To  these  causes  t 
do  the  Committee,  with  thanksgiv-"^ 
ing  and  praise,  ascribe  it,  that  not- 
withstanding the  discouragements 
and  difficulties  to  which  they  have 
referred,  the  receipts  of  the  year, 
though  inadequate  to  the  necessities 
of  the  cause,  have  nevertheless 
amounted  to  $78,345  20;  which  is 
but  $4,219  43  less  than  the  total  re- 
ceipts of  the  year  preceding! 

The  amount  of  receipts,  added  to 
the  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the 
last  anniversary,  makes  the  resources 
of  the  year  $80,812  40.  The  amount 
due  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
together  with  what  has  since  become 
due,  is  $87,517  73.  Of  this  lura, 
$78,53:^  89  has  already  been  paid, 
and  toward  cancelling  the  remaining 
$8,983  84,  there  is  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $2,278  51.  leaving 
$6,705  33  of  present  indebtedness 
to  the  missionaries,  for  the  payment 
of  which,  the  Society  has  no  other 
dependence,  than  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  benevolent,  whence 
all  its  ability  of  doing  good  is  de- 
rived. 

Besides  the  outstanding  claims  of 
the  missionaries,  the  pledges  for  the 
coming  year,  portions  of  which  are 
daily  becoming  due,  already  amount 
to  $18,983  84,  exceeding  the  amount 
pledged  at  the  last  anniversary 
$2,977  26. 

How  far,  and  when,  these  pledges 
shall  be  redeemed,  and  the  reduced 
appropriations  of  those  who  are  bear- 


ing onward  the  ark  of  God  in  the 
new  settlements  of  our  own  country, 
amidst  privations  and  hardships,  that 
are  surpassed  by  those  of  but  few  of 
their  brethren  in  any  portion  of 
Christendom,  shall  be  made  more 
adequate  to  their  necessities,  it  is  for 
those  to  say,  who  prefer  Jerusalem 
above  their  chief  joy,  and  whom  God 
has  made  the  stewards  of  his  bounty. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  the  obser- 
vation of  the  friends  of  Home  Mis- 
sions, that  the  effects  of  the  prevail- 
ing embarrassments  of  the  country 
upon  this  cause  have  been  twofold — 
contributions  have  been  diminished^ 
and  the  necessity  for  them  has  been 
increased.  Feeble  churches  have 
been  made  more  feeble,  and  many 
that  were  beginning  to  sustain  the 
Gospel  among  themselves,  have  been 
compelled  again  to  ask  for  charita- 
ble aid.  It  is  with  no  little  solici- 
tude that  we  inquire,  shall  the  wants 
of  these  churches  be  supplied  ? 
Shall  our  christian  brethren  who 
compose  them,be  encouraged  in  their 
hour  of  trial  %  Shall  the  work  of 
giving  the  Grospel  to  the  niultitudes 
far  more  destitute  than  they,  go  for- 
ward  ?  Shall  we  yet  hope  to  be  ho- 
nored of  heaven,  in  making  our 
WHOLE  LAND  a  dwelling  place  of 
righteousness  1 

If  so,  it  is  manifest  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  Society  must  not  on- 
ly, not  be  permitted  any  more  to  de- 
cline, whatever  may  be  the  disasters 
that  befall  worldly  enterprises,  but 
they  must  be  constantly  and  greatly 
increased. 

Double  the  receipts  of  the  past 
year,  would  scarcely  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  pressing  necessities  of  the 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and 
the  expenditure  of  these,  would  pre- 
pare the  way  for  a  profitable  appro- 
priation of  a  much  larger  amount. 
And  to  realize  such  an  increase  of 
pecuniary  resources,  we  deem  ii  not 
necessary 'that  there  should  be  ea:ira 
efforts,  or  special  appeals  to  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  churches,  that  might 
divert  contributions  from  kindred  in- 
stitutions, or  reader  the  receipts  of 
this  less  regular  and  certain.  Let 
but  this  cause,  in  all  its  magnitude, 
and  with  all  its  motives  to  action, 
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come  fairly  before  every  church,  at 
a  stated  season,  once  every  year,  and 
every  individual  be  called  upon  to 
contribute,  as  his  love  of  country  and 
of  Christ,  and  his  regard  to  the  great 
day  of  account  shall  dictate,  and  this 
increase  of  much  needed  resources, 
we  doubt  not,  will  be  realized  ;  and 
there  will  be  joy  in  the  jrresencp  of 
the  angels  of  Uod,  as  well  as  thanks- 
giving and  the  voice  of  melody 
among  the  disconsolate  in  the  waste 
places  of  Zion,  as  the  heralds  of  the 
cross  and  the  churches  of  Christ  are 
multiplied,  and  the  day  of  our  re- 
deoiption  is  seen  to  be  drawing  near ! 
We  submit  it  to  our  Auxiliaries 
and  Agencies,  to  the  pastors  of  the 
churches,' to  all  who  love  the  king- 
dom of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whe- 
ther such  a  concert  of  action,  in  this 
hallowed  enterprise,  be  not  at  once 
attainable.  * 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES   AND 

AGENCIES. 

MAINE  MISSIONART    SOCIETY. 

The  importance  of  the  Maine  Mis- 
sionary Society  to  the  advancement 
of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  seen,  not 
only  in  the  fact  that  two-thirds  of 
all  the  Congregational  churches  in 
the  state  that  now  enjoy  the  stated 
ministrations  of  the  Gospel,  have 
been  aided  in  securing  these  bless- 
ings by  this  institution,  but  also  in 
the  destitutions  and  wastes  that  yet 
remain  to  be  reclaimed  and  convert- 
ed into  fruitful  fields. 

The  six  southern  counties  border- 
ing on  the  cea-coast,  for  an  extent 
of  three  hundred  miles,  as  they  com- 
prise the  earliest  settlements  in  the 
state,  so  they  are  better  supplied 
than  any  others  with  the  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel.  Yet  here,  are  many 
feeble  churches,  dependent  for  their 
existence  upon  the  aid  they  receive 
from  others. 

Of  the  six  more  northern  counties, 
two  contain  38  churches,  24  of  which 
are  unable  of  themselves  to  sustain 
the  means  of  grace ;  two  others,  con- 
tain ^  churcnes,  only  6  of  which 
have  yet  been  able  to  dispense  with 


missionary  aid ;  and  in  the  remain- 
ing two,  there  are  25  churches,  16  of 
which  need  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Society,  and  only  6  of  which  enjoy 
the  labors  of  settled  pastors.  Besides 
these,  there  are  many  towns  and  vil- 
lages where  churches  might  at  once 
be  gathered — there  are  new  openings 
in  the  forests,  and  there  is  a  rapidly 
extending  population,  in  every  direc- 
tion, calling  tor  the  bread  of  life. 

To  meet  these  wants  of  the  desti- 
tute, the  Maine  Missionary  Society 
have  had  in  their  employment  the 
last  year  72  missionaries;  44  of 
whom  have  labored  in  single  congre- 
gations, and  28  have  occupied  larger 
fields. 

The  contributions  of  the  churches 
towards  their  support  have  been 
$5,882 17,and  the  expenditures  $6,551 
20.  A  balance  is  thus  left  against 
the  Society,  and  a  large  portion  of 
what  will  be  due  to  the  missionaries 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  yet  to  be 
collected.  The  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  the  country,  have  been 
deeply  afflictive  to  these  feeble 
churches  and  to  those  who  have  mi- 
nistered to  them,  and  have  paralyzed, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  efforts  for  their 
relief.  Yet,  our  hope  for  them  is  in 
God,  and  in  the  resoiirces  that  are 
yet  with  his  people.  We  cannot 
believe  that  the  year  will  close,  with- 
out bringing  the  silver  and  gold  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Lord,  adequate 
to  the  necessities  of  those,  who  have 
borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day. 

But  though  temporal  prosperity  has 
not  been  enjoyed  by  these  churches, 
God  has  bestowed  upon  them 
the  rich  blessings  of  his  grace.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Society,  Rev.  Dr. 
GiLLETT,  reported  in  June,  1839,  that 
in  twenty  churches  there  had  been 
recent  special  displays  of  divine 
grace  more  or  less  extensive,  and 
that  the  number  of  hopeful  converts 
was  estimated  at  over  three  hundred. 
Under  date  of  April  1st,  he  says: 
"  The  year  1340  commenced  with 
happy  atispices.  In  various  parts  of 
the  state,  there  are  unwonted  tokens 
of  the  divine  power  and  presence, 
which  give  promise  that  it  will  be  a 
year  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Most 
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High.  At  no  time  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Society^s  opera- 
tions, has  there  been  a  louder  call 
or  more  multiplied  encouragements 
•     to  go  forward." 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE     MISSIONA.RT    SOCIETY. 

The  whole  number  of  congrega- 
tions aided  by  this  Society  the  past 
year  is  63.  53  missionaries  have 
been  in  commission,  24  as  settled 
pastors,  and  29  as  stated  supplies. 
They  have  performed  an  amount  of 
labor,  equal  in  the  aggregate  to  42 
years,  which  exceeds,  by  11  years, 
the  amount  performed  the  year  pre- 
ceding. 

The  receipts  of  the  Society  have 
been  $4,427  97,  and  its  expenditures 
$4,4&6  15,  leaving  the  treasury  over- 
drawn $68  18 ;  to  which  is  to  be  ad- 
ded $700  now  due  to  the  missiona- 
ries, making  a  debt  of  $768  18, 
.  which  the  Society  cannot  cancel  for 
want  of  funds. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  ne- 
cessary resources,  for  continuing 
their  appropriations,  on  the  scale  of 
former  years,  has  obliged  the  trus- 
tees to  reduce,  very  considerably, 
the  amount  of  their  grants  to  not  a 
few  of  the  feeble  churches.  And 
such  has  been  the  spirit  with  which 
this  reduction  has  been  received,  on 
the  part  both  of  the  churches  and 
their  ministers,  that  not  a  single  mis- 
sionary has  left  his  post  as  a  conse- 
quence. In  many  instances,  the  de- 
ficiency has  been  nobly  supplied  by 
the  spirited  efforts  of  the  people.  In 
others,  the  missionary  has  applied, 
still  more  closely,  his  principles  of 
retrenchment  and  self-denial— -living 
by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  that  his 
might  continue  to  be  the  privilege 
of  preaching  to  the  destitute  the  Gos- 
pel of  his  grace.  We  trust,  how- 
ever, that  the  friends  of  Christ  in 
New*Hampshire,  will  not  suffer  the 
missionary  of  the  cros?  to  be  op- 
pressed above  measure,  nor  any  of 
their  needy  churches  to  ask  of  them 
bread,  and  be  sent  empty  away.  The 
great  work  of  giving  to  her  whole 
population  the  institutions  of  the 
Gospel,  must  not,  and  we  believe,  it 
will  not  long  be  retarded,  for  lack  of 


a  portion  of  those  things  that  are  to 
perish  with  the  using. 

"As  to  the  progress  these  feeble 
churches  have  made  in  piety  and 
numbers/'  says  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  Kev.  Benjamin  P.Stone,  "U 
is  not  our  privilege  to  speak  as  favo- 
bly  as  in  some  former  years.  Still, 
God  has  jiot  wholly  forsaken  the  • 
field  he  has  assigned  us  to  cultivate. 
A  few  churches  have  been  visited 
with  the  reviving  energies  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  the  moral  tone  of  many 
others  has  been  improved.  In  look- 
ing over  the  whole  ground,  and  con-  . 
templating  the  present  state  and 
prospects  of  our  enterprise,  we  see 
no  cause  for  discouragement.  The 
providence  and  promises  of  God  say 
to  us.  Be  faithful  and  believing,  and 
the  work  of  repairing  the  breaches 
in  my  house,  committed  to  your 
hands,-  shall  be  carried  forward  to 
its  glorious  accomplishment." 

VERMONT  DOMESTIC     MISSIONARY   SOCI- 
ETY. 

In  August  last,  the  Rev.  Ira  Ingra- 
HAM,  who  had  been,  for  four  years, 
the  devoted  and  efficient  Secretary 
of  this  Society,  resigned  the  office, 
with  a  view  to  a  peTmanent  settle- 
ment in  the  ministry,  and  has  been 
succeeded,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dela- 
no, of  East  Williamstown,  Vermont. 

The  number  of  missionaries  in 
commission,  during  the  year,  has 
been  51,  and  the  number  of  stations 
they  have  occupied  58.  The  amount 
of  service  which  they  have  rendered, 
the  small  number  of  changes  which 
has  taken  place  in  their  relations, 
the  erection  of  new  houses  of  wor- 
ship and  ordinations  to  the  pastoral 
office,  all  indicate  that  the  causes, 
which  have  tended  to  render  the 
ministry  on  this  missionary  field 
transient  and  fluctuating,  are  less  to 
be  feared  than  in  former  years  ;  and 
the  directors  are  greatly  encouraged 
to  prosecute  the  policy,  which  they 
have  considered  as  vital  to  the  most 
rapid  advancement  of  truth  and. 
righteousness  within  their  limits — 
the  appropriation  of  the  funds  in- 
trusted to  them  in  such  a  manner,  as 
shall  tend,  most  effisctually,  to  bmd 
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together  the  churches  and  their  pas- 
tors, in  the  most  endearing  and  indis- 
soluble ties. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  have  been 
$8,670  79;  and  the  expenditures 
$4,016  48,  exceeding  the  receipts 
$345  69,  and  leaving  a  large  amount 
to  be  collected,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months,  if  the  laborers  in  the  vine- 
yard are  to  receive  their  stipulated 
recompense,  when  the  hour^  of  their 
service  have  expired. 

This  deficiency  in  the  treasury,  as 
well  as  the  most  serious  embarrass- 
ments in  the  way  of  future  opera- 
tions, has  resulted  from  the  same 
causes  that  have  affected, so  seriously, 
the  income  of  benevolent  institu- 
tions in  all  parts  of  the  land— -causes 
which  have  been  felt  here,  however, 
with  peculiar  severity.  Still,  we  can- 
not but  hope  that  these  churches  are 
soon  to  see  a  brighter  » day.  The 
blessing  of  the  Lord,  has  not  been 
utterly  withholden  from  them.  The 
feeble  and  the  strong,  throughout  the 
state,  have  been  revived  together. 
The  spirit  of  Him,  who,  though  he 
was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  became 

Soor,  occupies  a  larger  place  in  the 
earts  of  bis  people.  They  have 
yet  in  their  possession  the  means 
wherewith  to  gratify  their  benevolent 
feelings,  and  the  needy  congrega- 
tions, exceeding  ninety  in  number, 
cannot  be  forgotten ;  nor  the  fifty,  that 
are  now  wholly  destitute  of  the  sta- 
ted means  of  grace,  lift  up  their  im- 
portunate cries  in  vain. 

MASSACHUSETTS    MISSIONARY    SOeiETY. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Clark,  who, 
at  the  date  of  our  last  report,  was 
acting  as  the  General  Agent  of  this 
Society,  has  since  been  elected  its 
Secretary,  and  is  discharging  the  du- 
ties of  the  office,  with  great  accept- 
ance to  the  friends  of  the  missionary 
cause. 

We  have  ever  been  greatly  encou- 
raged, by  the  generous  and  spirited 
efforts  of  the  executive  officers  of 
this  Society,  to  secure  as  large  an 
amount  of  funds  as  practicable,  for 
the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  into  the  most  distant  sec^ 
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tions  of  oui:  common  country. 
That  they  might  increase,  still  more, 
the  amount  of  their  contributions  for 
this  purpose,  they  have  been  careful- 
ly inquiring,  the  past  year,  into  the 
condition  of  the  missionary  churches 
within  the  state,  and  encouraging 
them  to  make  every  effort  in  their 
power  to  dispense  with  charitable 
aid.  As  a  consequence,  six  or  seven 
churches  have  resolved  to  make  no 
further  application  to  the  Society  for 
assistance,  and  many  others  are  che- 
rishing the  hope,  that  a  year  or  two 
will  terminate  the  period  of  their 
dependence.  The  wisdom  of  this 
policy,  as  well  as  its  benevolence,  if 
rightly  understood,  must  be  as  high- 
ly appreciated  by  the  feeble  church- 
es themselves,  as  it  is  by  the  conduc- 
tors of  the  missionary  enterprise. 

The  receipts  of  the  Society,  during 
the  year,  have  been  $14,718  49,  ex- 
ceeding those  of  the  year  preceding 
$2,753  84. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  have  been 
received  directly  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Parent  Society,  from  various 
individuals,  congregations  and  auxi- 
liaries in  the  state,  including  $3,500 — 
a  part  of  the  tegacy  of  the  late  Rev.  * 
Jonathan  L.  Pomeroy,  of  West 
Springfield— $6,481  31,  making  the 
whole  amount  realized  to  the  cause 
of  Home  Missions  from  Massachu- 
setts during  the  year,  $21,199  70.  Of 
the  amount  received  into  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  state  Society,  besides  what 
has  been  expended  in  sustaining 
missionaries  within  the  state,  $4,145 
has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  American  HomeMissionary  Soci- 
ety, and  a  balance  remained  on  hand 
April  1st,  of  $3,509  91. 

The  number  of  missionaries  in 
commission,  during  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  year,  has  been  73,  and 
we  gather  from  their  reports  and 
from  the  report  of  the  Society,  the 
most  gratifying  indications  of  the  in- 
creasing prosperity  of  the  churches 
to  which  they  have  ministered.  Ma- 
ny of  them  have  been  blessed  with 
seasons  of  special  refreshing  from  on 
high,  and  in  nearly  all  of  them,  there 
have  been  conversions,  that  have  in- 
spired thanksgivings  on  earth  an4 
joy  in  heavea. 
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CONNECTICUT   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

This  Society, which,  in  addition  to 
sustaining  the  feeble  congregations 
within  its  own  bounds,  has  contribu- 
ted so  bountifully  to  our  resources 
for  sending  the  Gospel  to  the  most 
distant  sections  of  the  land,  recogni- 
zes, in  the  last  report  of  its  Directors, 
a  reciprocal  inf  uence  of  no  small  im- 

Eortance  to  itself,  derived  from  "  its 
appy  and  prosperous  union  with  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Socie- 
ty"— an  influence,  which  has  served 
to  harmonize  the  views  of  the  friends 
of  missions  in  different  parts  of  the  j 
state,  which  has  increased  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Society,  and  supplied 
it  more  abundantly  with  the  means 
of  extending  its  benevolent  opera- 
tions. 

As  for  several  years  past,  so  the 
last  year,  no  agency  has  been  em- 
ployed in  the  state  for  the  purposes 
of  collection,  except  such  as  has  been 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  pastors 
of  the  churches.  And  yet,  there  have 
been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  pa- 
rent Society,  during  the  year,  not- 
withstanding the  embarrassments 
which  have  been  every  where  expe- 
rienced, $6,098  76,  in  addition  to 
$4,553  62,  which  has  been  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  state  Society — 
making  the  whole  amount  raised  for 
Home  Missions,  $10,651  38.  which 
exceeds  the  amount  of  the  preceding 
year,  by  $2,314  32.  Of  the  amount 
received  into  the  treasury  of  the 
state  Society,  $1000  has  been  appro- 
priated in  aid  of  feeble  churches  in 
Rhode  Island,  $3,170  36  has  been 
expended  in  sustaining  38  missiona- 
ries within  the  state,  and  there  re- 
mained in  the  treasury,  April  1st,  in- 
cluding the  balance  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  $4,610  13. 

"  There  is  a  gradual  improvement," 
says  the  secretary  of  the  Society,  the 
Rev.  Horace  Hooker,  "  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  churches  within  the 
state,  that  have  received  assistance, 
but  many  of  them  are  still  feeble, 
and  from  their  local  situation  must 
continue  to  be  feeble.  But  it  is  I 
something  done,  if  we  can  save  these 
decays  from  becoming  utter  desola- 
tions.   Most  of  them  give  evidence 


of  some  vigor,  and  hold  out  to  us 
encouragement  to  continue  our  care. 
The  slowness,  however,  of  the 
progress  of  recovering  the  waste 
places  of  Zion,  teaches  us  most  im- 
pressively this  lesson,  that  it  is  far* 
easier  for  churches  to  suffer  them- 
selves, by  divisions,  or  by  inattention 
to  duty,  to  fall  into  decay,  than  to 
arrest  that  decay,  when  it  is  once 
begun." 

RHODE   ISLAND    HOME  MISSIONARY     SO- 
CIETY. 

The  state  of  Rhode  Island,  though 
the  least  in  the  Union  and  settled 
among  the  earliest,  is  by  no  means 
well  supplied  with  Gospel  institu- 
tions. Whole  towns  of  large  extent 
are  yet  to  be  found,  where  scarce  a 
church  of  any  denomination  exists. 
There  are  peculiar  difficulties  here, 
too,  connected  with  causes  far  back 
in  the  history  of  the  state,  to  be  en- 
countered in  the  establishment  of  ec- 
clesiastical order,  in  securihg  a  re- 
verence for  the  Sabbath,  and  in  gi- 
ving the  truths  of  the  Gospel  their 
appropriate  influence  on  the  minds  of 
the  young. 

The  Missionary  Society  of  the  state, 
of  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tucker  is  now 
Secretary,  has  been  in  existence  18 
years;  and  its  efforts  in  turning  back 
.the  tide  of  error,  have  been  blessed 
of  God.  Four  missionaries  have 
been  in  the  service  of  the  Socie- 
ty during  the  year,  sustained  by  the 
liberality  of  the  Connecticut  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  by  eollectrons 
from  the  churches  in  Rhode  Island 
amounting  to  $558  13. 

In  view  of  the  desolations  that  yet 
remain,  we  trust  the  friends  of  Christ 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  those  in  adja- 
cent states,  who  sympathize  more 
deeply  with  them,  will  not  cease 
from  their  benevolent  efforts,  till 
every  village  and  settlement  shall 
have  a  pastor,  and  every  soul  be 
brought  under  the  power  oi  the  world 
to  come. 

central  aoency,  dtica,  n.  t. 

Since  our  last  report,  40  mis- 
sionaries have  been  commissioned 
on   the  field   of  ^  this  Agency,  and 
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9  have  served  a  part  of  the  year 
under  commissions  of  a  previous 
date.  The  number  of  congregations 
to  which  they  have  statedly  minis- 
tered is  62,  and  their  occasional 
services  have  been  enjoyed  by  many 
others. 

The  receipts  of  the  Agency  have 
been  $3,551  49,  and  the  expendi- 
tures S3,552  83.  Not  far  from  $1,000 
has  also  been  remitted  directly,  by 
the  eastern  churches,  to  the  treasury 
of  the  Society. 

Many  of  the  missionary  churches 
have  suffered  less  from  emigration 
than  in  former  years,  and  have  been 
increased  in  numbers  and  in  strength. 
Four  have  tajjen  their  names  from 
the  list  of  churches  aided,  and  as- 
sumed, henceforth,  the  responsibility 
of  sustaining  their  own  pastors. 

Several  others  have  asked  less  as- 
sistance this  year  than  formerly,  and 
are  looking  forward  to  the  same  ex- 
alted privilege  of  knowing,  by  their 
own  experience,  that  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive 
Seven  new  missionary  stations  have 
been  occupied,  and  many  applica- 
tions of  feeble  churches,  for  some 
one  to  preach  to  them  the  Gospel  of 
the  kingdom,  have  as  yet  received 
no  favorable  reply.  Within  the  last 
few  months,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
has  been  poured  out  upon  several  of 
the  churches,  so  that  one  of  the  la- 
borers reports  25  hopeful  conver- 
sions, another  45,  and  another  more 
than  100. 

The  Secretary  of  this  Agency  is 
the  Rev.  Abijah  Crane,  whose  re- 
port will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

WESTERN  AGENCY,  GENEVA,  N.  Y. 

Seventy-nine  missionaries  have 
been  in  commission  during  the  past 
year,  within  the  hounds  of  this 
Agency,  and  91  congregatione 
have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  their 
labors. 

We  have  the  most  pleasing  evi- 
dence that  these  servants  of  God 
have  not  labored  in  vain,  nor  the 
benefactions  of  those  who  have  sus- 
tained them  been  expended  without 
corresponding  fruits.  Fourteen  new 
fields  nave  been  entered  with  en- 


couraging prospects  of  good;  5 
missionaries  have  been  ordained  as 
pastors  of  the  churches  to  which 
they  ministered ;  12  houses  of* 
worship  have  been  commenced  or 
completed,  and  the  churches  have 
been  strengthened  and  enlarged^  by 
the  presence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
the  triumphs  of  his  grace  over  the 
impenitent  and  the  unbelieving. 

The  receipts  from  the  field  of  this 
Agency,  although  serious  obstacles 
have  been  encountered  in  the  work 
of  collection,  have  been  $9,589  49; 
Sljl65  33  more  than  the  receipts  of 
the  year  prececling,and  exceeding  the 
amoi:nt  appropriated  to  missionaries, 
within  the  same  limits,  $4,016  10- 

The  number  of  commissions  is- 
sued within  this  Agency,  during  the 
14  years  since  it  was  organized,  is 
719,  and  the  number  of  years  of  mis- 
sionary labor  performed  is  708.  The 
amount  realized  to  the  cause  of 
Home  Missions,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, is  not  far  from  $95,000,  one- 
third  of  which  has  been  expended 
in  planting  the  institutions  of  the 
Gospel  in  other  sections  of  the  land. 

The  Secretary  of  this  Agency  is 
the  Rev.  John  A.  Murray— whose  re- 
port will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

PHILADELPHIA    AGENCY— 

Comprising  the  states  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, New-Jersey,  Delaware,  and 
Maryland. 

The  Rev.  Gideon  N.  Judd,  who 
had  discharged  the  office  of  Secreta- 
ry of  this  Agency,  with  great  fidelity 
and  success  for  more  than  ^ve  years> 
resigned  it  early  in  the  Autumn,  to 
enter  another  department  of  minis- 
terial labor.  The  Committee  were 
so  happy  as  to  secure,  after  the  lapse 
of  a  few  weeks,  the  Rev.  Elias  R. 
Fairchild  as  his  successor,  who  has 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
Agency,  with  encouraging  prospects 
of  extending  its  usefulness. 

In  consequence  of  a  temporary 
suspension  of  the  Agency,  incident 
to  such  a  change,  it  has  been  imprac- 
ticable to  visit  the  churches,  as  ex- 
tensively as  in  former  years,  for  the 
purpose  of  soliciting  collections. 

The  financial  embarrassments  o» 
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this  field,  too,  as  the  present  Agent , 
entered  upon  his  duties,  presented  | 
formidable  obstacles  in  the  way  off 
his  success.  j 

The  amount  collected,  however, 
during  the  year,  has  been  $7,714  47, 
which  added  to  $887  57  pledged  to 
the  Society,  but  not  received  in 
season  to  be  acknowledged  in  the 
Treasurer's  account,  makes  the 
whole  amount  gathered  from  this 
field  $8,602  04,  which  is  but  $318  24 
less,  than  the  largest  amount  that  has 
ever  been  received  from  the  sam« 
field  ill  a  ^ihgb  year. 

The      number     of     missionaries 
in  commission,  under  the  direction 
of  this  AgtiEicy,  has  been  30,  whose 
labors      ha^e     been      e;£tended    to 
38    congregations    and   missionary 
districts.     !□   connexion    with    the 
labors     of      thft      missionaries,     2 
churches    have    been   organized,  2 
houses  of  worship  have  been  erected 
and  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God, 
and    %    others   commenced,   which 
will  be  finished  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  Two  of  the  congregations  aided, 
have    assumed    the    entire    support  j 
of  their  own  pastors,  and  others  have! 
,  the  prospect  of  doing  it  at  no  distant! 
day.    Most  of  the  churches  have  en-  j 
joyed  a  more  than  usual  amount  of 
spiritual    blessings,  and  in   nine  of; 
them  there  have  been  revivals  of  re- 
ligion,  in   which   many  souls  have; 
been  hopefully  converted  to  God.      | 

WESTERN       RESEBVE       DOMESTIC      MIS- 
SIONARY     SOCIETY. 

The  Rev.  Wijlliam  F.  Curry, 
whose  appointment,  as  Agent  of  the 
Society  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Auxiliary,  we  noticed  in  our  last  re- 
port, has  since  been  appointed  its 
Secretary,  and  has  been  actively  and 
successfully  employed,  in  visiting  the  i 
feeble  churches  to  become  acquainted  I 
with  their  wants,  and  to  encourage 
and  counsel  them  in  their  efforts  to 
securje  the  regular  ministrations  of 
the  Gospel,  as  well  as  in  soliciting 
from  the  more  favored  congregations 
their  contributions  in  aid  of  the  mis- 
^Bionary  cause. 

The  churiehies  assisted  have,  many 


of  them,  made  the  most  praiseworthy 
efforts  to  reduce  the  amount  of  their 
necessary  receipts  from  missionary 
funds,  and  the  responsibility '  of 
meeting  the  appropriations  to  all^ 
has  been  generously  assumed  by  the 
Directors  of  the  Auxiliary.  The 
number  of  missionaries  in  commis- 


sion has  been 
$1,076. 


14,  and  the  receipts 


MARIETTA  AGENCY,  OHIO. 

This  Agency,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  friends  or  missions  within  its 
limits,  has  been  organized  during 
the  year.  It  comprises  the  counties 
of  Washington,  Munroe,  Morgan, 
Athens,  Meigs,  Hocking,  Gallia, 
Jackson,  and  Lawrence,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Marietta.  These  9 
counties  contain,  on  an  average,  a 
populatijon  of  12,000  each.  There 
are  within  them,  24  Presbyterian 
and  3  Congregational  churches, 
only  4  of  which  are  able  to  sustain 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  without 
aid. 

The  Rev.  Professor  Allen,  of 
Marietta  College,  the  Secretary  of 
this  Agency, says  in  his  report,  "this 
is  emphatically  Home  Missionary 
ground.  Almost  every  church  on 
this  field  is  the  fruit  of  Home  Mis- 
sionary labor.  Those  that  are  now 
able  to  sustain  themselves  were  made 
so  by  your  Society.  The  others  de- 
pend still,  upon  the  continuance  of 
that  Agency  for  existence.  They 
are  all  in  important  locations — lights, 
feeble  though  they  be,  in  the  midst  oi 
deep  and  wide-spread  darkness.  We 
cannot  consent  to  see  them  go  out. 
We  trust  they  will  not^  "  We  shall  do 
what  we  can,  by  the  aid  of  the 
stronger  churches  and  by  your  aid, 
to  inspire  them  wi^th  confidence — to 
awaken  them  to  ^greater  efibrts  to 
sustain  the  ministry  themselves;  and 
we  trust  that,  as  in  days  past,  so 
now,  God  will  give  success  to  these 
efibrts,  so  that  one  after  another  they 
will  be  able,  not  only  to  bear  their 
own  burdens,  but  to  assist  also  their 
feeble  neighbors." 

Five  missionaries  have  been  in 
commission  within  this  Agency  dur- 
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ing  the  year ;  and  one  of  them,  the 
Jlev.  Bennet  Roberts,  has  extended 
his  labors,  in  the  character  of  a  Mis- 
sionary Agent,  over  the  whole  jfield. 
The  formation  of  this  Ageney  an<^ 
ihe  spirit  with  which  its  operations 
have  been  commenced,  we  regard  as 
highly  auspicious  to  the  prosperity 
^f  this  portion  of  the  Redeemer's 
^kingdom. 

^CENTRAL    AGBNCT    FOR    THE    WESTERN 
STATES,   AT  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

The  Rev,  James  H.  Johnston, 
after  discharging,  for  a  year,  with 
great  fidelity,  the  duties  of  Secretary 
and  Agent  of  this  Board,  resigned 
the  office  in  October  last. 
.  The  suspension  of  the  appropriate 
work  of  the  Agency  consequent  to 
this  resignation,  and  unavoidably 
protracted  to  the  present  lime,  has 
greatly  restricted  our  operations  on 
this  field.  The  receipts  of  the  year, 
however,  have  been  S2,482  30,  and 
10  appointments  to  missionary  ser- 
vice have  been  made  by  this  Board, 
l)esides  the  commissions  that  have 
been  issued  directly  from  the  office 
-of  the  Society. 

The  Committee  liave  now  the 
happiness  to  announce,  that  the  Rev. 
Henry  Little,  the  zealous  and  in- 
.  defatigable  Agent  of  this  Board  for 
^ve  years,  from  1833  to  1838,  has 
yielded  to  thejr  solicitations  to  re- 
«sume  his  labors  in  this  department 
of  christian  enterprise,  and  having 
been  released  for  this  purpose  from 
his  pastoral  relation  to  the  church  in 
Madison,  Indiana,  is  now  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  this  important 
office. 

From  the  central  and  commanding 
point  where  this  Agency  is  located, 
^n  extensive  and  promising  field  is 
spread  out  before  the  eye  of  chris- 
tian sympathy,  inviting  the  culture 
of  christian  beneficence. 

The  territory  within  the  Synod 
of  Cincinnati,  now  occupied  by 
less  than  30  ministers,  might  in  a 
few  years,  says  one  who  has 
well  surveyed  it,  afford  ample 
employment  for  150.  Jn  Ken- 
itucky,  there   are  between  40  and 


50  counties,  in  which  there  is  no 
Presbyterian  minister  j  and  the  cry 
comes  to  us  from  thence,  as  well  as 
from  the  many  destitute  portions  of 
Virginia  and  Indiana,  in  tones  of  the 
deepest  earnestness,  **  Men  and 
brethren,  help."  These  cries  are  not 
unheeded,  and  our  prayer  is  that 
they  may  so  affect  the  hearts  of 
Christians,  that  those  who  utter  them, 
may  not  long  remain  unblessed  of 
the  Gospel  of  God. 

ILUNOIS. 

The  Rev.  Albert  Hale,  whose 
services  have  been  of  great  value  to 
the  cause  of  Home  Missions  in  this 
state,  has  during  the  year  become 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Springfield. 
Illinois;  but  we  hope  still  to  avail 
ourselves  of  his  counsel  and  occa- 
sional labors,  in  prosecuting  our 
work  in  the  southern  section  of  the 
state. 

The  Rev.  Flavel  Bascom,  after 
intermitting  his  labors  as  an  Agent 
during  the  winter,  has  again  re- 
sumed them,  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  state,  with  encouraging  prospects 
of  extensive  usefulness. 

The  work  accomplished  by  these 
brethren,  and  by  other  Agents  in 
similar  circumstances,  is  not  chiefly 
the  collection  of  funds.  It  is,  in  the 
strictest  sense,  a  missionary  work 
on  a  large  scale.  They  visit  the 
churches  where  aid  is  needed,  or 
settlements  where  churches  are  to 
be  gathered,  and  the  counsel  and 
encouragement  they  give,  often  lead 
to  the  permanent  establishment  of 
the  institutions  of  the  Gospel,  while 
their  preaching  of  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ  and  their  administra- 
tion of  the  ordinances  which  he  has 
appointed,  become  the  wisdom  of 
God  and  the  power  of  God  to  the 
salvation  of  souls.  It  has  been  the 
privilege  of  these  brethren,  to  labor 
in  many  most  interesting  revivals  of 
religion,  where  the  Spirit  of  God  has 
borne  witness  with  their  spirits,  that 
they  were  fulfilling,  in  the  best 
sense,  their  high  commission  as  ara- 
bassabors  of  Christ.  Few  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  are  more  useful,  as 
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ministei's,  than  those  who  go  forth 
deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
tbeir  Lord  and  Master  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  christian  society  in 
our  new  settlements.  Those  States 
and  Territories  have  been  greatly 
favored  of  God,  whose  earliest  histo- 
ry has  been  associated  with  the  la- 
bors of  devoted  men,  expended  in 
planting  overtheirlength  and  breadth 
churches  of  Christ,  and  commending 
these  churches  to  the  care  of  those, 
whom  he  has  chosen  as  messengers 
of  his  grace. 

CANADA   HOME   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

The  recent  civil  disturbances  in 
the  Canadas,  have  so  impeded  the 
prosperity  of  American  missions, 
within  these  limits,  that  the  Commit- 
tee, in  view  of  the  increasing  and  im- 
portunate demand  for  missionary  la- 
bor in  our  own  country,  and  the  limit- 
ed amount  of  funds  at  their  disposal, 
deemed  it  expedient,  some  months 
siuce,  to  commit,  if  practicable,  the 
stations  they  still  continue  to  occu- 
py in  the  Lower  Province,  to  the 
care  of  British  Christians.  They  ac- 
cordingly wrote  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Colonial  Missionary  Society  in    _...    ^   , 

London,  proposing  a  transfer  of  these  Ij  they  bav^  increased,  and  therefore, 
responsibilities  to  that  Society,  as!' the  reasons  that  brought  ministers 
soon  as  the  commissions  under  I  here  exists,  as  a  reason  why  they 
which  the  missionaries  were  then  !;  should  remain.  There  are  thousands 
acting  should  expire.  '  |j  of  souls  who  need  their  ministrations, 

The  Secretary  of  that  Society,  af- 1!  and  thousands  who  have  learned  to 
ter  submitting  the  subject  to  their  i  value  them.  Must  these  pastors  be 
Committee,  assures  us  that  they  high-  j  withdrawn  ?  Must  these  churches 
ly  appreciate  the  enlarged  christian!  be  doomed  to  dissolution?— these 
philanthropy  of  their  American  br«-  i  temples  becotne  the  refuge  of  owls? 
thren,  exhibited  in  the  sympathetic  j  — these  thousands  of  unpardoned  be 
and  generous  care  bestowed  upon  the  ||  cut  loose  from  restraint,  and  hear  no 

more  the  voice  of  those,  who  publish 
glad  tidings  from  heaven  ?    The  an- 


entreat  us,  therefore,  to  continue  our 
support  to  such  at  least  of  our  mis- 
sionary stations,  as  may  be  best  esta- 
blished and  orspecial  promise. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  Com- 
mittee feel  that  there  is  but  one 
course  left  for  them.  It  is  to  conti- 
nue their  oversight  of  these  missions, 
and  commend  them  again,  as  they 
do  most  earnestly,  to  the  beneficent 
regard  of  American  Christians.  The 
missionaries  and  the  churches  they 
serve,  have  felt  deeply  interested  ia 
the  results  of  the  correspondence  to 
which  we  have  referred,  and  have 
been  anxiousto  know,  whether,  from 
either  Society,  they  might  hope  to 
secure  the  assistance,  indispensable 
to  the  continual  enjoyment  of  their 
endeared  relations.  One  of  the  mis- 
sionaries says,  "  Those  of  us  who 
have  come  in  from  the  United  States, 
would,  without  exception,  be  very 
willing,  if  we  might  consult  our  own 
personal  comfort,  or  that  of  our  fami- 
lies, to  be  transplanted  to  our  native 
soil.  But,  with  whom  should  we 
leave  these  many  sheep  in  the  wilder- 
ness? The  thousands  of  American 
citizens,  who  were  here  when  we 
came,  have  scarcely  lessened  their 
numbers  at  all.    In  many  locations, 


churches  in  Canada— that  they  most 
seriously  deprecate  the  occurrences 
which  have  thrown  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  our  success,  and  deeply  re- 
gret their  inability  to  take  up  and 
sustain  the  missions,  from  which  the 
Committee  of  this  Society  thought  it 
expedient  to  withdraw. 

But  such  are  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  Colonial  Society, 
that  they^  cannot  now  accept  of  our 
proposal,  nor  hold  out  any  explicit 
encouragement  of  being  able  to  com- 
ply with  it  at  a  future  time.    They 


swer  must  rest,  I  apprehend,  very 
much  with  the  American  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society,  For  your  long  con- 
'l  linued  aid,  and  for  your  ready  assist- 
I  ance  proffered  for  the  current  year,  I 
i  know  I  speak  the  language  of  many, 
'  in  tendering  most  hearty  thanks.  As 
an  individual,  I  know  not  how  to  ex- 
press my  own.    Notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  attending  your  operations, 
the  American  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety will  live.    Its  memory  is  cm- 
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balmed  in  the  affections  of  those  it ! 
has  blessed;  and  the  records  of  its  I 
deeds  of  love  are  on  high."  I 

There  has  been  no  agency  employ- 
ed on  this  field  the  last  year,  and  the 
amount  of  collections  has  been  but 
small.  The  number  of  missionaries 
in  commission  has  been  12 ;  and 
though  it  may  not  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  number  the  coming 
year,  the  Committee  entreat  the 
members  of  our  churches,  to  furnish 
them  with  the  means  of  extending 
such  aid  to  those  on  the  ground,  ^s 
will  enable  them  to  prosecute  their 
self-denying,  yet  glorious  work,  no- 
thing doubting,  that  their  bread  and 
water,  at  least,  will  be  sure. 

1 

FEMALE   AUXILIARY   ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Spirit  of  God  has  given  a 
most  interesting  prominence,  in  the 
Scriptures,  to  ihe  character  of 
woman,  for  self-denial,  disinterested 
benevolence,  and  untiring  devotion 
to  the  best  of  causes,  by  the  records 
which  are  left  of  the  "  alabaster  box 
of  ointment,"  the  "  two  mites,"  and 
the  "  handful  of  meal,"  which,  not- 
withstanding "  the  pressure,"  was 
made  to  contribute,  first  of  all,  to  the 
sustenance  of  the  prophet  of  the  Lord. 
And  the  records  of  our  benevolent 
institutions,  could  they  all  be  collect- 
ed, would  show,  we  think,  an  amount 
of  funds  contributed  by  christian  fe- 
males, that  would  be  truly  astonish- 
ing—would exhibit  the  clearest  evi- 
dence, that  those,  who  were  "last  at 
the  cross  and  first  at  the  sepulchre," ; 
are  still  the  last  to  look  unmoved 
upon  suffering  humanity,  and  the 
first  to  minister  to  the  necessities  of 
those,  whom  Christ  will  recognize, 
in  the  last  day,  as  his  own  brethren. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we 
notice  the  large  amount  that  has  been ! 
received  into  the  treasury  of  this  in* 
8titution,from  numerous  Associations 
of  Ladies  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Among  them,  we  may  bcs 
permitted  to  name  the  "Female  Mis- 
sionary Society,"  of  Stonington, 
Conn.,  whose  contributions,  during 
the  year,  have  jimounted  to  $125 ; 


tion  to  sums  nearly  as  large  for  seve- 
ral successive  years,  has  paid  into 
the  treasury,  this  year,  $335, — the 
avails  of  the  industry  of  its  members. 

SABBATH    SCHOOL   MISSIONARY   ASSOCIA- 
TIONS. 

The  continued  co-operation,  the 
increasing  eflSciency  of  these  most  in- 
teresting auxiliaries,  it  gives  us  plea- 
sure here  to  record.  The  "  Sabbath 
Scholars'  Missionary  Association  of 
the  West  Presbyterian  Church,"  (Car- 
mine-st.,)  New-York,  has  celebrated 
its  seventh  anniversary.  Its  collec- 
tions, the  last  year,  have  amounted 
to  8335.  '  The  "  Murray-street  Sab- 
bath School  Missionary  Society," 
New- York,  has  been  in  operation  Qve 
years ;  and  has  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society,  the  past  year,  $250.  The 
"  Sabbath  School  Missionary  Asso- 
ciation of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Brooklyn,"  N.  Y.,  has  col- 
lected and  paid  into  the  treasury, 
since  our  last  report,  $214  58.  These 
associations,  and  others  like  them, 
have  rendered  us  no  small  amount 
of  grateful  and  generous  aid  in  the 
prosecution  of  our  work.  They  have 
sustained  one,  two  or  three  mission- 
aries each,  in  important  fields  of  labor; 
and,  what  cannot  be  said  of  many 
larger  and  abler  associations,  their 
contributions  have  not  been  dimin- 
ished in  hard  times,  but  have  rather 
increased. 

It  is  deeply  interesting  to  see  these 
associations  of  children  and  youth, 
exhibiting  so  much  intelligence, 
zeal,  perseverance  and  liberality  in 
the  great  work  of  christian  missions. 
And  it  is  deeply  interesting  to  look 
into  the  history  of  these  associations,, 
and  find  those  who  were  their  earliest 
members,  now  active  and  devoted 
members  of  the  church  of  Christ, 
and  firm  supporters  of  every  philan- 
thropic and  christian  enterprise. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Society's  periodical,  "The 
Home    Missionary    and      Pastor's 


and  the  "StilsoD  Benevolent  Society,"  J  Joornal,"  is  j-egarded  with  increas- 
of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  which,  in  addi-f  ing  interest  by  the  intelligent  patrons 
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of  the  missionary  cause,  as  a  deposi- 
tory of  facts  relating  to  the  religious 
condition  and  progress  of  our  coun- 
try, and  especially  of  the  new  settle- 
ments. Thenumber  of  copies  issued 
monthly  has  been,  the  last  year, 
5000— -many  of  which  are  circulated 
gratuitously  among  the  benefactors 
of  this  cause.  It  is  believed  that  no 
single  agency  employed  by  the  com- 
mittee, can  be  made  more  productive 
of  interest  and  of  resources  for  this 
enterprise,  than  an  extensive  circu- 
lation of  this  periodical. 

Of  the  last  Annual  Report,  3000 
copies  were  published,  and  widely 
circulated  among  the  friends  of 
Home  Missions. 

As  an  auxiliary  means  of  pro- 
moting the  great  objects  of  the  So- 
ciety, the  Committee  are  imder  obli- 
gations to  the  American  Tract  So- 
ciety for  their  liberal  offer  to  furnish 
each  of  the  missionaries  who  might 
not  be  otherwise  supplied,  5000 
pages  of  tracts  for  his  personal  use. 
Between  200  and  300,000  pages 
have  been  received  and  distributed 
by  the  missionaries  in  consequence 
of  this  arrangement. 

THE  INSTRUMENT ALltY  EM- 
PLOYED   BY    THIS  SOCIETY, 

•  ONE  OP  DIVINE  APPOINT- 
MENT. 

If  there  be  any  single  fact,  which, 
more  than  another,  encourages  the 
hope  that  Providence  will  continue 
to  employ  this  Society  as  a  well- 
adapted  instrument  of  blessing  to 
th5  nation,  it  is,  that  it  confines  itself 
strictly  to  a  kind  of  agency,  which 
has  the  express  sanction  of  the  divine 
authority.  Many  philanthropic  de- 
vices result  in  utter  failure,  or  min- 
gle with  the  good  which  they  accom- 
plish, so  much  attending  evil,  as  to 
leave  it  doubtful  whether  they  are 
approved  of  God  or  not.  But  no 
such  uncertainty  attaches  to  the 
means  employed  by  this  Society. 
The  SACRED  MINISTRY  is  no  experi- 
ment suggested  by  the  wisdom  of 
man ;  it  i»  a  positive  institution  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  With  all  the 
resources  of  his  illimitable  empire 
before  him,  whence  to  select  an  agen^ 


cy  for  the  conversion  of  the  world,  it 

hath  "  pleased  God,  through  the  fool- 
ishness of  preaching,  to  save  them 
that  believe."  This,  alone,  should 
give  it  precedency  before  all  other 
instruments  of  good.  But  the  insti- 
tution of  the  ministry  is  reasonable 
as  well  as  divine.  If  it  behooved 
Christ  to  become  a  man,  that  he 
might  be  a  High  Priest  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  men,  it  is  no  less  suit- 
able that  the  instruments  of  carryings 
out  his  system  of  salvation,  should 
also  be  human.  They  must  them^ 
selves  be  specimens  of  what  his  Gos- 
pel can  do.  They  must  exemplify,  in* 
their  own  persons,  both  the  great- 
ness of  the  malady  and  the  efficacy 
of  the  cure.  Since  Christianity  is 
not  merely  a  creed  to  be  believed,  but 
also  an  experience  to  be  felt,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  agency  for  diffusing 
itshould  consist  of  living  souls,  ca- 
pable of  a  religions  experience — 
should  themselves  be  under  the  law, 
knowing  its  dread  power  in  their  own 
consciences,  and  having  the  problem 
of  salvation  wrought  out  in  the 
changes  upon  their  own  spirit,  and 
illustrated  in  the  panting  conflict  of 
their  own  warfare  against  sin.  That 
religion  might  not  become  a  matter 
of  mere  traditionary  forms,  it  is  most 
wisely  ordained  that  the  instruments- 
of  continuing  it  in  the  world,  must 
receive  it,  each  for  himself,  in  a  large 
measure,  fresh  from  the  fountain 
head. 

The  living  minister  is,  moreover, 
himself  a  partaker  of  all  the  rela- 
tions of  humanity — a  son  or  a  pa- 
rent, a  brother,  a  neighbor.  His  is  a 
mode  of  presenting  truth,  which  ne- 
cessarily requires  men  to  come  to- 
gether in  public  assemblies,  and  or- 
ganizes them  into  churches,  and  em- 
ploys their  social  nature  in  promo- 
ting their  mutual  good.  No  other 
agency  can  so  use  the  attributes  of  the 
living  raan-the  voice,  pouring  out  the 
soul  into  the  ear — the  eye,  flashing* 
intelligence  and  feeling  to  the  eye — 
and  the  air  and  action  of  a  being  all 
instinct  with  sympathy  in  the  theraes^ 
which  he  presses,  and  the  hearts  to 
whom  he  appeals.  And  to  this  kind 
of  agency,  the  Redeemer  has  ex- 
pressly   pledged  his    presence  and 
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support,  "  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world"— a  fact  that  shows  that  it  shall 
never  be  superseded  by  any  other 
form  of  effort. 

To  this  divine  selection  and  adap- 
tation of  the  ministry,  is  to  be  attri- 
buted its  power  to  do  more  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  man, 
than  any  other  institution  on  earth. 
In  whatever  aspect  we  view  it,  the 
proofs  of  its  value  to  our  country 
and  the  world,  multiply  upon  our 
minds.  The  ministry  is  the  great 
conservator  o[  knowledge,  human  as 
well  as  divine.  When,  during  the 
dark  night  of  the  world,  the  thick, 
damp  mists  of  error  and  superstition 
had  quenched  all  the  great  lights  of 
science,  the  ministers  of  religion  still 
fed  a  secret  lamp,  and  cherished  the 
flame  which  afterward  illumined  the 
whole  civilized  earth.  And — but  for 
a  few  doubtful  examples — we  might 
ask,  where  are  the  schools  and  col- 
leges in  our  own  land,  that  have  not 
been  prayed  into  being  by  the  minis- 
try— that  do  not  owe  their  whole 
plan  and  proseiiution,  from  the  first 
conception  to  the  finished  result,  to 
the  enlifi^htened  piety  and  persever- 
ing zeal  of  the  clergy?  And  is 
there,  now,  any  part  of  the  land, 
where  science  has  no  temple  and 
nature  no  interpreter,  but  wliere  ig- 
norance and  passion  divide  the  sway 
of  imbruted  minds?  It  is  because 
there  the  power  of  the  ministry  is 
not  felt.  Are  there  within  our  bor- 
ders, communities  which  do  not 
reverence  the  majesty  of  law,  who 
substitute  physical  force  for  the 
authority  of  reason?  Send  thither 
the  heralds  of  the  cross,  to  wake  up 
the  conscience  to  the  claims  of  God, 
and  it  will  speedily  respect  the  rights 
and  yield  subjection  to  the  restraints 
of  social  order.  Would  we  attempt 
a  general  reformation  of  morals,  or 
the  overthrow  of  some  sinerle  giant 
yice  ?  In  the  fore-front  of  the  battle 
we  must  place  the  sacred  ministry 
with  its  weapons  of  celestial  point  and 
temper — the  only  ones  that  can 
itrike  through  all  defences,  right 
down  upon  the  very  life  of  the  foe. 
But,  above  all,  this  is  the  appropriate 
and  the  appointed  means  to  rescue 
immortal  spirits  from  sin  and  hell. 
To  attempt  seriously,  and  to  any 

VOL.  xm.  9 


considerable  extent,  to  convert  sin- 
ners, to  organize  and  sustain  reli- 
gious institutions,  without  a  sancti- 
fied and  intelligent  ministry,  were 
both  un philosophical  and  impious — 
un philosophical,  because  it  would 
seek  the  end  without  the  necessary 
means;  and  impious,  because  it 
would  discredit  the  judgment  and 
reverse  the  appointment  of  Jehovah 
himself 

HOME,  A  NEEDY  AND  APPROPRI- 
ATE FIELD  OF  LABOR. 

To  bring  this  powerful,  heaven- 
selected  instrument  into  the  most  ex- 
tensive operation  in  our  own  coun- 
try, is  the  object  of  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society.  And  is 
it  too  much  to  ask  for  our  country, 
that  she  have  the  full  benefit  of  the 
best  means  that  Infinite  Wisdom  has 
devised,  to  save  her  children  from 
the  woes  of  the  second  death  ?  Are 
not  those  with  whom  our  connexion 
is  the  most  intimate,  and  upon  whom 
our  influence  is  the  most  direct,  enti- 
tled to  our  first  and  most  strenuous 
efforts  to  afford  relief  ?  In  the  beau- 
tiful arrangement  which  God  has 
made,  our  duties  correspond  with 
our  relations.  While  the  parent 
may  not  be  indifferent  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  neighbor's  child,  he  is  spe- 
cially bound  to  provide  for  his  own, 
from  the  fact  that  he  bears  to  it  a  re- 
lation from  which  all  others  are  ex- 
empt. On  the  same  principle,  the 
suffering  which  lies  immediately  un- 
der our  eye,  has,  other  things  being 
equal,  a  higher  claim  upon  our  kind-, 
ness  than  more  distant  and  less  ac- 
cessible forms  of  misery — we  can 
reach  it;  and  we  are  the  nearest 
sources  of  relief  to  which  it  can 
make  its  appeal.  We  labor,  then,  for 
the  moral  welfare  of  our  country, 
not  from  a  selfish  preference  of  it  as 
our  owriy  nor  merely  because  jof  its 
intrinsic  importance  as  a  part  of  the 
world — the  promised  inheritance  of 
the  Redeemer;  but  because  it  is  tbb 
part  which  Heaven  has  specially 
assigned  us,  by  placing  it  before  and 
around  us.  Christians  in  America 
hold  relations  to  this  land  such  as 
they  hold  to  no  other  land  on  the 
earth.     God  made  those  relations, 
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and  by  making  them,  made  it  also 
our  duty,  to  seek  the  highest  eleva- 
tion of  our  country  in  that  righteous- 
ness which  exaltelh  a  nation.  Who 
will  do  this  if  we  do  not  1  It  is  un- 
reasonable to  expect  other  lands  to 
furnish  the  instrumentality  to  evan- 
gelize ours.  No,  this  work  belongs 
lo  American  Christians.  Ours  are 
the  social  and  political  connexions, 
and  all  the  other  facilities  for  a  home 
influence ;  and  ours  will  be  the  guilt 
and  the  disaster  if  any  part  of  this 
land  have  not  the  Gospel.  The  very 
position  which  Providence  has  allot- 
ted us  is  a  natural  reason — God's 
own  reason — why  upon  us,  and  up- 
on no  others,  the  labor  for  its  salva- 
tion should  devolve.  And  this  is  in 
perfect  coincidence  with  Christ's 
philosophy  of  the  world's  conver- 
sion. His  injunction  was,  that  the 
"  Gospel  be  preached  to  all  nations, 
beginning'  at  Jerusalem/^ — the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  which  is,  that  eve- 
ry disciple  commence  the  work  at 
once,  and  on  the  spot  were  the  com- 
mand overtakes  him. 

Nor  will  the  benefits  of  our  efforts 
be  limited  to  this  country  alone,  it 
is  a  most  animating  fact,  that  in  pro- 
moting the  moral  elevation  of  our 
own  people,  we  are  engaged  on  the 
largest  scale  of  the  most  productive 
philanthropy.  The  converts  to 
Christ,  under  the  operation  of  Home 
Missions,  are  at  once  and  forever,  the 
advocates  and  agents  for  every  other 
good  cause.  In  them  we  see  the 
perishable  gold  and  silver  of  earth 
transmuted  into  the  intelligence  and 
^virtue  of  living  souls,  whose  con- 
secrated affections,  and  strength,  and 
treasures,  form  a  capital  that  no 
arithmetic  can  compute,  for  sending 
the  Gospel,  on  the  printed  page,  and 
by  the  coni missioned  herald,  to  all 
mankind.  While,  then,  the  imme- 
diate and  most  obvious  effect  of 
Home  Missions  is  upon  our  own 
country,  their  ultimate  and  largest 
influence  will  be  felt,  in  the  invigora- 
tion  of  all  those  agencies  which 
compass  the  whole  circlo  of  the 
earth,  and  seek  to  make  of  every  lost 
son  of  Adam,  a  Christian  and  a 
brother.  Thus,  when  a  stone  is  cast 
iato  the  water,  the  first  and  highest 


wave  is  that,  which  it  makes  imme- 
diately around  itself;  but  philosophy 
assures  us,  that  the  spreading  undu- 
lations are  not  lost  as  they  recede, 
but  roll  away  to  swell  the  wave  that 
breaks  upon  the  remotest  strand  of 
the  globe. 

While,  then,  to  make  full  proof  of 
the  power  of  the  Gospel  lo  save  this 
nation,  is  our  Jirsl  duty,  it  is  by  no 
means  our  last.  It  is  a  preparation 
for  a  larger  work — a  preparation  so 
necessary,  that  to  omit  or  to  postpone 
it,  is  a  fraud  upon  a  dying  world. 
Christ  holds  this  generation  of  his 
followers  responsible,  to  send  the 
Gospel  to  all  mankind ;  and  how 
long  shall  our  own  uncultured 
wastes  furnish  a  reason  for  delaying 
our  share  in  the  work?  How  long 
shall  the  tribes  of  the  earth  move  be- 
fore our  eyes,  in  sad  procession, 
down  to  the  shades  of  eternal  death, 
because  the  hearts  and  the  treasures 
of  this  land,  which  should  be  devoted 
to  their  rescue,  are  themselves,  for 
the  most  part,  yet  unredeemed  from 
the  power  of  Satan  ? 

It  is,  therefore,  with  a  deeper 
sense  than  ever  of  its  intrinsic  worth 
and  its  momentous  bearings,  that  the 
Executive  Committee  commend  the 
Home  Missionary  icause  to  the  love 
and  labors  of  all  good  men.  It  is  not 
a  cause  of  ephemeral  importance. 
It  has  indeed  little  to  amuse  an  idle 
fancy,  or  that  appeals  to  a  romantic 
piety ;  but  it  takes  a  deep  hold  of 
hearts  that  are  thoughtful  for  the 
honor  of  God  and  the  welfare  of 
man.  Its  interest  is  of  that  stern 
and  awful  kind,  which  belongs  only 
to  great  themes— to  souls  in  jeo- 
pardy—to the  approaching  crisis  of 
a  nation's  doom — to  the  rescue  or 
the  ruin  of  unnumbered  myriads. 
We  commend  it  to  those  who  pon- 
der the  causes  and  progress  of  na- 
tional elevation  and  decline — to 
those  who  are  sagacious  to  discern 
the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven— to  those  who  have  power 
with  God,  and  compassion  for  man, 
and  wisdom  to  appreciate  and  to 
employ  the  sacred  ministry,  as  the 
grand  organ  of  salvation.  We 
ask  them  to  weigh  the  cause  of 
this  Society  in  the  balances  of  the 
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sanctuary  ;  to  estimate  the  work, 
which,  as  the  instrument  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit,  it  has  already  accomplish- 
ed; to  measure,  if  they  can,  the 
worth  of  the  souls  it  would  save, 
and  the  physical  and  moral  great- 
ness of  the  nation  it  seeks  to  mould  ; 
and  then,  also,  to  compute  the  conse- 
quences of  iailure,  developed  in  the 
crime  and  anarchy  and  bloodshed  of 
a  people  without  God,  and  the  deep- 
er ruin  of  spirits  for  ever  lost.  From 
these  considerations,  let  them  form 
their  decision  how  much  effort 
and  prayer,  and  treasure,  they 
ought  to  devote  to  Missions  at 
home.    The  putting  forth  ot  endea- 


I  vors  bearing  some  fair  proportion  to 
[the  end,  will  be  the  signal  for  such 
days  as  earth  has  never  seen.  Even 
now,  the  blessing  is  waiting  for  us  ; 
it  is  impatient  of  our  delay.  Let  the 
American  churches,  then,  arise  in 
earnest  to  the  conquest  of  this  whole 
land  to  Christ,  and  verily  they  shall 
not  have  gone  over  all  the  cities  of 
our  Israel  ere  the  Son  of  Man  shall 
come ! 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, 

Milton  Badger, 
Charles  Hall, 
Secretaries  for  Correspondence. 


*♦♦  The  list  of  Missionary  appointments  for  the  month  of  May,  the  receipts  of  the  Western 
Agency,  N.  Y.,  and  from  Illinois,  are  omitted  in  the  present  number  for  want  of  room. 


ne  Vreamrer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  following 
sums,  as  reported  by  Auxiliaries,  or  received  into  the  Treasury,  from  May  1st  to  Jun£ 
1st,  1840. 


MAINE— 

Miraionary  Society,  expended  witbin 

their  bounds  during  the  year,  $6;486  83 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 

Missionary  Society,  expended  within 
their  bounds  durincr  the  year, 

Dunbarton,  Mon.  Con.  Coll.,  by  J. 
Ireland, 

Uaverblll,  Mrs.  E.  Leverett,  to  const. 
Wm.  Leverett,  of  Alton,  ill.,  a  L.  M.|^ 

Jaffray,  Cong'l   Ch.,  by  Kev.  J.  D. 
Cro»by, 
VERMONT— 

Missionary  Society,  expended  within 
their  bounds  during  the  year, 

Dorset,  Mrs.  H.  Martiiidale,  3;  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Jackson,  5, 
MASSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary  Society,  expended  within 
their  bounds  during  the  year, 

Missionary  Society,  by  B.  Perkins, 
Asst.  Tr.,  * 

Amherst,  John  Borland, 

Amherst  College,  subscription  of  Fa- 
culty and  StudentI,  by  J.  S.  Everett, 

Hadley,  Gen.  Benev.  Soc.,  of  which  $9 
is  from  Geo.  Dickinson,  for  Wis- 
consin, by  S.  Dickinson, 

Northampton,  Friend, 

Sturbridge,  Friend,  by  Rev.  D.  R. 
Austin,  100  00 

RHODE  ISLAND— 

Missionary  Society,  expended  within 
their  bounds  during  the  year,  558  12 


4,496  15 

20  06 

30  00 

12  41 

4,016  48 

8  00 

11,042  73 

1,428  23 
25  00 

25  00 

100  00 
900 

CONNECTICUT— 
Missionary  Society,  expended  within 

their  bounds  during  tlie  year,  3,170  30 

Darien,  G.  C.  Waterbury,  5  00 

Fairfield  Co.,H.M.  Soc,  G.  St.  John, 

Treas.,  viz : 
Norwalk,  Ist  Conp'l  Ch.,  130  47 

"        2d  Cong'I  Ch.,  per  Rev.  J. 

B.  Shaw,  12  75 

Ridgcfield,  26  81 

Greenwich,  Rev.  Isaac  Lewis,  D.  D.,         2U  00 
North  Woodstock,  Muddy  Brook  Ch. 

and  Cong.,  by  Rev.  T.  Boutelle,  40  00 

Saybrook,  Fern.  U.  M.  S.,  by  S.  J. 

Hotchkiss,  33  00 

NEW-YORK— 

Arcade,  Aux.  H.  M.  S.,  by  C.  O.  She- 
pard,  being  amount  and  intercft  of 
contribution  sent  three  years  since 
per  Rev.  S.  Stevens,  $23 ;  Mrs.  P. 
Reynolds,  $1 ;  balance  of  coll.  this 
year,  75  cents,  24  75 

Brooklyn,  2(1  Presb.  Ch.,by  H.  Young,       179  75 
3d  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.,  $55  10;  Mou. 

Con.  Coll.,  $25,  80  13 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Austin,in  full  to  const. 
Daniel  Austin,  a  L.  D.,  50  00 

Brunswick,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hutton,  1  Ui> 

Carlisle,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  C.  Wads- 
worth,  360) 

Catlin,  N.  Y.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  P.  L.  de  St. 
CroU,  ft  00 
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CaMskiinN.YnMrc.Rttth  Cook,98{ 
ChariM  Atut  in,  4, 

Detaware  Co.  H.  M.  S.,  by  Rev.  F.  Har- 
riBfrton, 

Dalhi,  Preab.  Ch.,  by  H.  D.  Gould,  Eaq^ 

Eaat  Durham,  Abijah  Pratt, 

Freixlom  PlaJot  Conf.,  by  Rev.  S. 
Maodaville, 

Geaeteo,  ad  Preab.  Cb.,  by  Rev.  J.  N. 
Lewis, 

Oreenport,  L.  I.,  Rev.  W.  Hnnttinr, 

Havana  Cb.,.by  Rev.  P.  L.  de  St. 
Crnix, 

LexinirtoB,  Rev.  L.  Chapin,  in  full  to 
const,  hia  aon,  Lyman  Dwifrht  Cha- 
pin, a  L.  M..  $10 ;  Samuel  Wolcott, 
$5;  Samuel  and  Lucina  Baldwin, 
Life  Members,  nubacribed  before 
their  decease,  by  Abner  •Baldivin, 
Ex'r,  $60, 

Matteawan,  Presb.  Cb.,  Coll.,  by  Mr. 
French, 

Meredith,  Conf  *1  Ch.,  of  which  $3  is 
from  Daac.  8.  Shaw,  by  Rev.  D.  Abel, 

Middleiown  Ch.,  Del.  Co.,  coll.,  by 
Rev.  P.  L  Biirnhnm, 

Mantfrttmery,  iKt  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev. 
R.  6.  Armstrong, 

New-York    Congregational  Associa- 
tion,  viz: 
Barryvilte  and  Lumberland  Congi 

Ch.,  by  Rev.  F.  Kyte, 
Maltaville,  Cnng'l  Ch.,  by  Rev.  C. 

Lockwood, 
Mount  Hope,  Cong'l  Cb.,  by  Rev. 

A.  Pelnubet, 

Newark.  N.  J..  David  Hayes, 
South  Middietown,  Cong'l  Ch.,  by 

Rev.  C.  Machin, 
New-York  Citv,  viz: 
Duane  St  Ch.,  W.  M.Halsted, 
MadUon  St.  Ch.,  Coll., 
Mtrcer  St,  Ok.,  Rev.  T.  H.  Skinner, 

D.  D.,  $45  ;  J.  L.  MaFoii,  $25, 
TabtrnacU  Ch,,  S.  C.  Hills,  L.M.  in 

part. 
Tenth  Prttb.  Ch.,  Mon.  Cob.  Coll., 
John  McCoiiib,  ficq., 
Edward  Pratt,  to  const  Mrs.  Sarah 

B.  Pratt  a  L.  M., 
Mr..  Willianm,  Oculist, 
Friend,  by  G.  VV.  Snow, 

Okborovilie,  Young  People's  Benev.Soc. 
Perry,  L.  B.  Parsons, 
Plattsliurirh,  Dr.  Satterlea,  fj.  S.  Army, 
Ramapn  Works,  Rev.  Dr  Fi->her, 
Roudmit,  Prefb.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con.  Coll., 

by  T.  Young, 
•  Shelter  ]:$l»nd.  Prenb.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con. 

Colin  Ity  Kev.  Mr.  Iiigmire, 
Smithfinld,  Fern.  Peni^v.  Soc,  in  part, 

to  ronst.  Rev.  Peter  Crocker  a  L.  M., 

by  Mrs.  A.  Flint,  Tr, 
Bpencertnwn,   Presb.  Ch.,    Coll.,   by 

Bev.fJr.  Porter, 
Troy,  Eliphilet  Wiekcn,  Esq., Annual 

Donation, 
Walton,  N.  Y.,  Rev.  A.  Bassett, 
Wappiuger's    Creek,  Presb.  Ch.,  by 

Rev.  E.  Price, 
IVftitt  town,  Mrs.  Eunice  Lee,  by  Rev. 

P.  Kanouse, 
Avails  of  jewelry, 
GEORGIA— 

Bryan,  C.  H.,  Rev.  S.  W.  Magill, 
OHlb^ 
Central  Committee  for  the  West,  ex- 

pen.led  during  the  year, 
Marietta  Agency  for  the    West,  ez> 

pendod  during  the  year, 


15  00 
18  16 
10  00 

705 

S4  00 
100 

8  00 


75  00 
15  06 
600 
7  45 
61  00 

13  36 

543 

630 
'30  00 

7  00 

100  00 
38  17 

70  00 

5  00 

163 

25  00 

30  00 
5  00 
10  00 
13  00 
30  00 
30  (10 
1  00 

15  50 

8  03 

33  00 

5  64 

150  00 
3  00 

6  00 

10  00 
3  00 

10  00 


8,483  03 
338  16 


Western  Reserve  D.M.8.  for  the  West, 

expended  during  the  year, 
INDIANA— 

Bethany,  Coll..  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin, 

Mount  Veruon,  Coll.,     do.  do. 

Oak  Ridge,  Coll.  do.  do. 

Spencer,  Coll.  do.  do. 

Temperanceville,  Coll.  do.  do. 

A  Rev.  Friend,  do.  do. 

ILLINOIS— 

Granville,  Ralph  Ware,  L.  D.  in  full, 
CANADA— 

Missionary  Society,  expended  withio 
their  bounds  during  the  year. 

Potion,  Rev.  M.  P.  Clark,  donation, 

Slanstead,  Coug'l  Ch.,  by  Rev.  R.  V. 
Hall, 

Female  Friend, 


58179 

11  43 

598 
1  00 
7  25 
585 
79 

85  60 


380  «S 
766 


30  00 
200 


$36,830  01 
J.  CORNING,  Treanrtr, 


Receipts  of  the  Philadelphia  Agencw,  from  April 

1 1  to  June  1st,  1840.    Rev.  E.  R.  Fairchild,  Sec- 
retary. 
NEW-JERSEY- 

Mend  ham,  hal.  of  Coll.  Presb.  Ch., 

WVsi field,  Presb.  Ch.,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Huuiting,  5;  J.  B.  Miller,  5}  Wm. 
Clark,  5;  N.  Woodruff.  1 ;  E.  Marsh, 
1 ;  J.  Ludlow,  J ;  B.  Garthwaite,  1 ; 
others,  7  63. 
PENNSYLVANIA— 

Carliondale,  Presb.  Ch., 

Durlin^sville,  Miss  Maria  Darling, 

Kensington,  Fi't't  Presb.  Ch.,  Coll., 

Kishucoquiila»  Valley,  Mrs.  Brown, 

M^rple,  Prc^b.  Ch.,  Coll., 

Montrose,  Pre^b.  Cong., 

Northern  Libertief>,  First  Presb.  Ch., 
Coll.  in  part,  54  09;  Ladies,  33  18, 

Norihunilierland,  J.  Porter,  Esq.,  50; 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Norton,  1, 

Philadelphia,  viz: 

Firet  Preeb.  Ch..  John  Reid,  SO;  La- 
d  168^3*2;  Joseph  B.  Lapsley,  Esq., 
100;  Mi»s  Mary  Cumpb«il,  3, 

Third  Preeb.  Ch.,  John  C.  Parr,  10; 
R.W.  Davenport,  10;  Thoe.M'Cloud, 
10;  Chas.  Roiib,  10;  R.  R.  Stewart, 
30 ;  S.  H.  Trainer,  5 ;  Rev.  T.  Brain- 
ard,  10;  F.  A.  Kiiybold,  10;  Robert 
Clark,  5;  W.  Wuiliiin,  5;  Joseph 
HHnd,  5;  Robert  O'Neil,  5;  Mrs. 
Car^well,  5;  James  Eatuu,  3;  Mrs. 
K.  Greble,  4  ;  others,  34, 

Fifth  Presb.  Ch.,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc-  by 
Mis^  K.  Wethereil. 

Central  Preeb.  Ch.,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Perkins, 

Pittshurgh,  Ph.,  FiJih  Pre^b.  Ch.,  La- 
dieV  H.  M.  S.,  to  con^t.  Rev.  James 
M.  Diivis  and  Mrs,  Uabella  Davis, 
James  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Julia  Aan 
WiI»on,  Life  Members, 

Mri*.  Bornet, 

Unioutown,  MIsk.  Soc-,  of  Cumber- 
laud  Pret*b.  Ch..  per  Mi(>s  Boyce, 

UpMiDville.  Nehemiah  Park,  ' 
DELAWARE— 

St  Geuriie'sand  Delaware  city,  Presb. 
Cli..  Coll.  in  part, 
VIRGINIA- 

BHthcxiii  Ch.^  Rockbridge  co.,by  Ben 
A.  B.  Davidson. 

Lewtkburgb,  a  fenaale  iViend, 


18  1 


26  63 

25  77 
3  00 

34  00 
1  00 

56  00 
300 

76  87 

51  00 


154  00 


IM  I 


23  04 
560 


190  OO 
5  00 


459 
100 


65  45 


900 
500 


$a36  74 
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8KETGBES  OF  REAL  CHARACTERS,  CONyERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY  BY  CLERGYMEN. 


THE  WAY,  AND  THE  END,  OF  THE  TRANS- 
GRESSOR. 

On  the  morning  of  a  late  aiuumnal 
Sabbath,  a  man  residing  in  the  east- 
ern section  of  Connecticut,  yoked  his 
oxen  to  the  cart,  which  stood  loaded 
with  apples  for  the  cider-mill,  and 
drove  them  away  from  his  house. 
•He  was  the  father  of  a  numerous 
family,  some  ofwhom  were  approach- 
ing mature  age.  His  children  saw 
him,  who  should  have  taught  them, 
by  precept  and  example,  to  reverence 
the  holy  day,  thus  openly  engage  in 
profaning  it,  and  by  that  act  trample 
on  the  laws,  and  cast  contempt  on  the 
authority  of  his  Maker.  What  reflec- 
tions were  excited  in  their  minds  by 
this  sight,  or  in  what  manner  the 
Sabbath  was  passed  by  them,  I  know 
not.  They  sometimes  attended  pub- 
lic worship,  and  perhaps  they  did  so 
on  that  day.  Before  the  shades  of 
evening  had  closed  in,  the  oxen  were 
seenquietlywaitingin  the  accustomed 
place  to  be'  released  from  the  yoke. 
The  circumstance  that  they  had  re- 
turned without  their  driver  occasion- 
ed no  special  uneasiness  on  his  ac- 
count ;  for  his  habits  had  familiarized 
the  family  to  his  frequent  and  pro- 
tracted absence.  At  the  hour  of  re- 
pose they  laid  down  quietly  to  rest; 
and  if,  in  that  household,  there  was 
one  who  could  not  yield  herself  to 
the  peaceful  slumber,  which  fell  like 
dew  upon  the  youthful  group  around 
her,  still  she  spoke  not  of  apprehen- 
sion, nor  was  she  on  that  night  ar«u- 
sed  by  his  untimely  entrance  from  the 
pillow  which  the  husband  of  her 
youth  had  planted  with  thorns. 

The  morning  came,  and  all  ad 


dressed  themsel  ves  to  the  occupations 
of  the  day.  The  business  of  one  of 
the  sons  led  him  into  the  fields,  and 
at  some  distance  from  home,  his  eye 
was  attracted  by  an  object  not  alto- 
gether new  to  him — the  body  of  his 
i'ather,  stretched  at  length  upon  the 
ground,  near  a  fence.  He  went  to 
him  ;  a  heavy  sleep  was  on  his  eye- 
lids; and  vainly  did  he  essay  to 
arouse  those  senses,  which  were 
locked  up,  not  now  in  the  fumes  of 
intoxication,  but  in  the  slumbers  of 
death.  Think  you  not,  that  it  was  a 
sad  task  for  that  son  to  take  up  a 
father's  corpse  from  the  bare,  frozen 
earth,  where  he  haddied  alone?  But 
it  was  more  sad  to  think  of  the  means 
by  which  he  had  been  brought  to 
that  awful  end.  It  was  ascertained, 
that  a  part  of  the  previous  day  had 
been  spent  at  the  distillery ;  and  thus 
was  it  followed  by  a  night  on  which 
no  morning  was  to  dawn. 

But  what  was  the  early  history  of 
the  individual,  the  manner  of  whose 
death  has  now  been  related.  He  be- 
longed to  oue  of  the  most  respectable 
families  in  the  place  where  he  was 
born,  and  not  only  held  a  fair  stand- 
ing in  the  community,  but  was  con- 
sidered a  young  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  promise.  Commanding  and 
graceful  in  his  personal  appearance, 
he  possessed,  together  with  pleasing 
manners,  a  nobleness  of  nature  which 
scorned  to  descend  to  a  mean  action. 
He  was  employed  and  approved  as  an 
instructor  of  youth  in  the  common 
branches  of  education,  and  as'  a 
teacher  of  music.  The  young  lady 
to  whom  he  became  united  in  mar- 
riage, was  regarded  as  particularly 
fortunate  in  her  matrimonial  connec- 
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tion ;  and  could  a  prediction  of  the 
final  catastrophe  of  his  life  have  been 
uttered  at  that  period,  it  would  have 
seemed  an  outrage  on  all  probability. 
•  To  partake  and  enjoy  the  social 
glass,  did  not  in  those  days  detract 
from  the  credit  of  a  young  man  in 
any  circle;  the  indulgence  brought 
upon  his  character  no  dark  surmise, 
no  ground  of  fear.  Artfully  had  the 
great  seducer  strewed  with  flowers 
this  pathway  of  death,  and  covered 
from  the  unsuspecting  eyes  of  its  in- 
numerable travellers,  the  pitfalls  that 
lay  id  lis  cLUirse.  Jie  had  done  more 
than  this— he  had  thrown  around  the 
merry  crowd,  a  haze,  which  prevent- 
ed their  remarking  with  any  distinct- 
ness, the  fearful  thinning  of  their 
ranks,  as  they  passed  onward,  or 
inquiring  into  its  cause.  Those 
who  maintained  respectability  and 
reached  old  a^e  in  the  moderate  use 
of  strong  drink,  had  their  eyes  so 
holden  by  the  power  of  this  long- 
clinging  habit,  that  no  vivid  impres- 
sions were  left  upon  their  minds  by  the 
oft-witnessed  spectacle  of  the  wreck- 
ed reputations,  the  beggared  families, 
the  ruined  souls,  of  those  who  had 
been  their  companions  in  the  way. 

The  subject  of  this  narrative  ac- 
quired the  fatal  relish  for  intoxi- 
cating liquor,  as  thousands  of  others 
have  done,  without  suspecting  his 
danger.  When,  at  length,  he  felt 
that  he  was  the  stave  and  not  the 
master  of  his  appetite  for  the  stimu- 
lating draught ;  when  he  found  that 
he  had  passed  the  limits  of  what  he 
considered  temperance,  and  that  a 
blot  was  fixed  upon  his  character,  he 
suffered,  in  his  sober  intervals,  all 
the  misery  of  wounded  pride.  Una- 
ble, at  last,  to  endure  the  thought  of 
his  degradation,  he  resolved  to  tear 
himself  away  from  the  family,  to 
whom  he  had  now  become  a  dis- 
honor, and  leave  the  place  where  he 
had  been  known  in  his  better  days. 
In  the  dusk  of  evening  he  stealthily 
left  his  house  to  execute  this  resolu- 
tion, and  turned  himself  a  wanderer 
and  a  vagabond  upon  the  world.  A 
solitary  walk  of  several  hours  in  the 
night  air,  at  length  allayed  the  phren- 
zy  under  which  he  was  acting,  and 
the  yearnings  of  the  husband^s  and 


the  father's  heart,  drew  him  strongly 
back  to  his  deserted  home.  But  the 
proud  spirit  would  not  yield  to  these 
workings  of  nature;  the  morning 
light  found  him  still  widening  the 
distance  which  separated  him  from 
his  wife  and  little  ones ;  and  still  he 
went  on,  from  day  to  day  :  he  would 
not  return  voluntarily,  though  he 
earnestly  wished  that  he  might  meet 
with  some  acquaintance,  who  would 
recognize  him,  and  take  him  back 
without  his  consent. 

Having  reached  one  of  our  large 
cities,  he  sought,  in  the  new  scenes 
by  which  he  was  surrounded,  to  lose 
the  tormenting  recollections  which 
had  followed  bis  footsteps  all  the 
way  from  his  own  land  of  steady 
habits ;  and  for  a  while  he  partly  suc- 
ceeded. He  obtained  occasional  em- 
ployment, as  the  means  of  supplying 
his  purse ;  but  he  did  not  resist  the 
temptations  to  increased  dissipation  , 
which  came  in  his  way ;  and  regard 
to  character  no  longer  operated  as  a 
check  to  his  downward  career.  Some 
time  had  thus  passed,  when  he  found 
himself,  one  evening,  destitute  of  the 
means  of  paying  for  a  lodging.  He 
paced  the  street,  not  knowing  where 
to  lay  his  head,  until  he  was  arrested 
by  the  watch  and  carried  to  the  guard 
house.  He  was  locked  into  an  apart- 
ment containing  no  better  accommo- 
dations for  repose,  than  a  long,  bare 
table,  and  on  this  he  stretched  him- 
self, in  the  hope  of  forgetting  his  situ- 
ation in  sleep.  But  instead  of  the 
oblivion  he  desired,  vivid  and  unwel- 
come remembrance  came  to  his  soli- 
tary and  comfortless  place  of  durance. 
His  former  self  arose  before  him,  in 
contrast  with  what  he  had  become, 
and  his  very  name  seemed  to  stare 
upon  him  in  characters  of  reproach. 
The  image  of  the  wife  whom  he  had 
left  to  toil  alone  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  the  children  who  bore  that 
name,  and  in  whose  features  the 
lineaments  of  his  own  countenance 
were  traced,  was  before  his  mind. 
He  thought  of  the  hour  when  she 
had  confided  her  happiness  to  his 
keeping,  and  of  all  the  endearments' 
of  the  early  years  of  their  union. 
The  emotions  of  the  moment  when 
he  first  found  himself  a  father,  rushed 
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back  upon  his  hearty  the  voices  of 
his  little  ones,  the  soft  tones  of  infan- 
tile love,  and  the  looks  of  confiding 
fondness  they  were  wont  to  fix  on 
him,  were  present  to  his  imagination. 
And  where  was  he  ? — what  was  he 
now?  It  was  too  much:  his  hard 
bed  was  wet  with  a  flood  of  tears, 
which  would  not  be  restrained. 

With  the  dawn  of  morning  he  was 
summoned  before  the  police  court 
to  pass  the  customary  examination, 
and  he  found  himself  unable  to  hold 
his  head  in  its  usual  erect  position, 
while  standing  up  to  be  questioned  as 
to  his  name,  residence,  business  in 
the  city,  &c.  The  musings  of  the 
night  lay  heavy  on  his  spirit,  and  he 
felt  that  his  humiliation  was  now 
complete.  "  Thee  may  go  now,  J.," 
said  the  Quaker  judge,  addressing 
bim  by  his  given  name,  when  he  had 
iinished  his  interrogatories,  '*bui 
thee  will  find  a  home  in  the  peniten- 
tiary, if  thee  is  brought  here  again."" 

The  first  use  which  he  made  of  his 
liberty  was  to  hasten  from  the  city 
where  he  had  sunk  so  low,  and  ma- 
king his  way  to  some  af  the  back  set- 
tlementsof  the  State,he  hired  himself 
out  as  a  laborer.  But  he  did  not 
leave  behind  him  the  cause  of  his 
degradation  and  wretchedness,  and 
stranger  as  he  was  in  a  strange  land, 
there  was  no  friend  near  to  point  him 
to  his  only  remedy,  and  seize  the 
favoring  moment  when  he  might 
have  been  induced  to  form  the 
blessed  resolution  of  entirely  aban- 
doning the  sin  which  had  been  the 
destroyer  of  his  character  and  his 
peace.  He  still  sought  relief  from 
troubled  thoughts  in  the  fatal  cup, 
and  after  passing  several  miserable 
years  in  his  distant  exile,  he  at  last 
returned  to  the  family  he  had  aban- 
doned— not  penitent  and  reformed, 
not  to  repair  the  wrongs  he  had  done 
them,  and  to  bless  them  with  his  pre- 
sence, but  because  he  was  weary  of  his 
vagabond  life,  and  because  the  keen- 
ness of  shame  and  remorse  were  now 
blunted  by  the  long  continued  do- 
minion of  a  beastly  appetite.  He 
xeturned  a  confirmed  inebriate,  with 
a  callous  heart  and  a  seared  con- 
science, but  still  with  enough  of 
mind  remaining  to  talk  sometimes  in 


a  rational  manner  of  himself  and  his 
history  ;  and  the  account  of  the  feel- 
ings with  which  he  left  his  home,  and 
of  his  reflections,  is  here  given  as  re- 
lated by  himself.  A  few  dark  years 
brought  him  to  the  termination  of  his 
career,  which  has  been  described. 


A  daughter's  errand  op  love. 

Some  thirteen  years  ago,  while  in 
the  employ  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society,  I  preached  in  a 
certain  neighborhood  in  the  town  of 
W.  During  the  services,  which  were 
very  solemn,  I  observed  a  woman 
who  wept  much.  I  went  to  her  after 
the  audience  were  dismissed,  and  in- 
quired why  she  wept.    "Sir,"  said 

she,  '^  I  am  from ;  I  came  this 

15ng  journey  to  visit  an  aged  mother, 
who  is  yet  out  of  Christ,  with  the 
earnest  desire  not  to  leave  her  until 
she  is  converted  to  Him.  Since  I 
arrived,  I  have  been  sick,  and  now, 
when  for  the  first  time,  I  am  able  to 
come  to  the  house  of  God,  I  find  what 
I  hardly  dared  to  hope  for,  the  faith- 
ful preaching  of  the  truth,  as  I  have 
been  taught  to  love  it ;  and  it  is  God's 
goodness,  in  permitting  me  to  hear 
his  precious  word  in  this  wilderness, 
that  overwhelms  me."  During  fur- 
ther conversation,  she  manifested  a 
spirit  of  meekness  and  trust  in  God, 
and  spoke  of  the  prospective  conver- 
sion of  her  mother,  in  a  manner 
which  showed  that  the  fervor  of  de- 
sire and  agony  of  intercession  had 
sweetly  subsided  into  the  calm  con- 
fidence of  faith. 

The  aged  woman  had  passed 
through  many  awakenings,  and  was 
now  in  a  great  degree,  hard  of  heart. 
The  countenance  of  the  daughter 
was  lit  up  with  a  cheerful  anxiety 
which  could  not  be  mistaken.  She 
said  but  little,  but  I  knew  that  her 
hope  was  in  God.  I  therefore  began 
conversation  with  the  mother,  not 
without  a  strong  expectation  of  a 
favorable  result.  At  first,  the  inter- 
view was  solemn;  soon,  the  heart 
was  probed ;  tears  came,  and,  in  deep 
distress,  she  cried.  "  What  must  1  do 
to  be  saved?"  When  I  ^as  called 
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away,  she  was  under  puDgent  con- 
viction ;  and  soon  after^  she  was  re- 
joicing in  God  her  Saviour. 

Reader,  have  you  an  impenitent 
relative?  "  Go  and  do  likewise,''—^- 
with  earnest  prayer,  and  a  fervent 
purpose  to  leave  nothing  undone ;  and 
"  according  to  thy  faith,  be  it  unto 
thee !"  w. 


FRUITS   OF   REPENTANCE. 
[FurnUhed  by  a  Missionary.] 

At  our  last  communion,  several 
young  people  came  forward  to  unite 
with  the  church,  and  were  examined 
for  that  purpose.  One,  about  four- 
teen years  old,  gave  a  very  good 
account  of  his  religious  experience, 
but  said,  at  the  close,  that  he  wished 
to  make  a  public  profession  at  tUe 
next  communion  after  this — that,  al- 
though he  desired  it  very  much,  he 
could  not  join  the  church  at  this 
time.  Next  week  we  learned  the 
reason  why  he  could  not  make  his 
profession  on  this  occasion.  He  went 
to  several  families  whom  he  felt  he 
had  wronged,  and  asked  their  for- 
giveness. Although  there  was  no- 
thing which  people  generally  re- 
garded as  criminal,  God  had  shown 
him  that  "  little  sins"  are  very  great 
and  heinous  in  his  sight;  and  he 
could  not  go  into  the  church  with 
the  guilt  of  un repented  sin  upon  his 
soul,  nor  until  he  had  made  every 
eflfort  to  remove  the  effects  of  his 
sins  upon  others.  b. 


THE  DANGERS  OP  WIT  Al^D  WEALTH,  OR 
THE  AMIABLE  BUT  UNCONVERTED  COL- 
LEGE STUDENT. 

[Furniahed  by  a  Pastor] 

I  was  not  the  familiar  friend  of 
Alraon ;  I  had  not  his  native  talent, 
his  sparkling  wit,  his  full  flow  of 
feeling,  his  prepossessing  person,  and 
his  copious  supply  of  money.  I  had 
been  more  religiously  educated;  and 
my  conscience  would  not  give  me 
the  same  indulgence  which  his  gave 
to  him.    Though  I  was  not  religious, 


and  hardly  moral,  the  influence  of 
education,  and  of  my  religious  pa- 
rents and  friends,  was  a  restraint 
though  irksome,  yet  real. 

Good  and  evil  are  mixed  together 
in  all  men,  and  often  mixed  strangely; 
and  some  young  men,  who,  on  the 
whole,  are  vicious  and  dangerous  as 
familiar  friends,  have  many  amiable 
and  interesting  qualities.  Such  was 
Alraon.  He  was  esteemed  generous 
and  cheerful,  honest  and  sincere. 
He  was  intelligent  and  reasonable. 
He  had  been  in  the  family  of  a  cler- 
gyman before  entering  college — 
which  circumstance  had  given  him 
a  deep  respect  i'or  religion,  and 
some  correct,  evangelical  views.  It 
seemed  to  be  his  conviction,  ex- 
pressed in  moments  of  serious  con- 
versation, that  the  aged  Christian, 
who  had  lived  a  devout  life,  and  was 
now  on  the  confines  of  eternal  glory, 
was  the  happiest  of  men.  Let  it  not 
be  thought  that  gay  and  careless 
young  men  have  no  serious  moments. 
Many  know  by  their  own  experience, 
that  young  persons  may  have  some 
desires  after  piety,  with  very  irregu- 
lar lives ;  and,  with  many  sober  hours 
and  strong  convictions,  may  long  go 
on  in  folly.  Almon's  agreeable  per- 
son, wit,  wealth,  and  want  of  reli- 
gious principles,  exposed  him  to  pe- 
culiar temptations.  He  lacked  firm- 
ness, and  was  easily  led  away  to 
scenes  of  dissipation  ;  and  therefore 
he  naturally  formed  intemperate 
habits.  These  habits  fastened  upon 
him,  as  they  did  upon  many  other 
college  students  in  that  day,  before 
the  blessed  temperance  reform  had 
begun  its  glorious  course. 

Once  only  did  I  see  Almon  after 
we  bade  each  other  adieu  on  leaving 
college.  I  called  on  him  about  a 
year  from  that  time,  and  we  walked 
out  together;  but  in  the  street  we 
met  a  profligate  college  acquaintance, 
who  warmly  saluted  my  friend,  and 
immediately  led  him  to  some  scene 
of  pleasure  ;  and  I  turned  aside,  and 
parted  with  Almon,  for  the  last  time 
on  earth.  His  habits  undermined 
his  health,  and  he  gradually  failed ; 
and  at  length  disease  confined  him 
to  the  invalid's  chamber,  and,  so  far 
as  I  know,  he  died  as  he  lived. 
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Go, Pbeach  the  Gospel .  Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sent  1  ....  Rom.  x.  15. 

''         '  "I     '    ■  '  ■  '   '       — 
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"  DECEITFULNESS  OF  RICHES." 

Thh  Saviour  represents  wealth  as  a  deceiver.  It  cheats  a  man  into  neglect 
or  disobedience  of  the  truth,  by  the  false  estimate  of  its  own  value  which  it 
causes  him  to  entertain. 

Who  has  not  observed  the  effect  of  property,  upon  those  who  have  risen 
from  moderate  circumstances  to  the  possession  of  wealth?  Who  has  not 
marked  how  the  treacherous  deceiver  Has  insinuated  himself  into  the  hearts 
of  the  noble  and  generous;  and  having  established  himself  there,  has  ex- 
pelled almost  every  previous  occupant,  however  good  or  cherished  ?  Who 
has  not  seen  the  man  of  honor,  temperance  and  benevolence,  robbed  of 
these  principles  by  this  insidious  sycophant,  and  changed  into  a  narrow- 
minded,  luxurious  being,  studtous  only  of  self-aggrandizement  or  in- 
dulgence ? 

Take  an  example.  Here  is  a  young  man,  upon  the  labor  of  whose  hands 
the  smile  of  Providence  has  rested.  He  receives  the  bounties  of  Heaven 
with  a  grateful  heart.  When  tbe  cause'of  suffering  humanity,  or  the  claims 
of  religious  enterprise  are  presented  to  him,  he  meets  them  with  cheerful- 
ness, and  gives  liberally  for  their  promotion.  He  has  no  expectation  oj  be- 
coming rich.  He  cherishes  correct  notions  of  the  value  of  property ;  regards 
it  only  as  a  means,  and  not  as  an  end  >  and  often  says — and  thinks  himself 
sincere — that  all  he  asks,  is  to  be  so  far  successful,  as  to  provide  things 
honest  for  his  family,  and  have  something  with  which  to  honor  God,  and 
do  good  to  man^  Should  he  amass  more  property,  he  intends  not  to  enlarge 
his  expenses  accordingly,  but  to  remember  that  he  is  a  steward  of  his  Lord, 
and  accountable  for  ^1  that  passes  through  his  hands.  He  is  not  insensible 
to  the  fact,  that  other  men,  who  held  tbe  same  views,  have  failed  to  exemplify 
them  when  their  goods  were  increased ;  but  he  trusts  that  he  sees  the  danger, 
and  will  avoid  it.  Accordingly,  with  little  capital  but  his  character  and  his 
industry,  with  a  limited  business  and  moderate  gains,  he  yet  gives  with  a 
generous  hand  his  ^20,  $50,  and  $100  a  year,  to  the  respective  forms  of 
benevolent  effort. 

But  let  a  few  prosperous  years  pass  away,  and  mark  how  he  bears  the 
operation  of  success  upon  his  spirit.    Alas,  how  changed  I    He  has  dis* 
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covered  that  it  is  practicable  for  him  to  become  rich — the  attainment  is  al- 
most within  his  reach ;  a  few  more  years,  a  little  more  enterprise,  one  or 
two  earnest  struggles,  and  the  prize  will  he  won ;  and  then — O  the  influ- 
ence it  will  give  him  !  How  much  good  he  can  do !  How  the  church  and  the 
world  are  suffering  for  want  of  the  very  blessings  he  will  then  be  able  to 
bestow  !  Away  he  goes  in  chase  of  the  seductive  good,  in  company  with 
professed  worldlin^^s,  and  in  as  hot  haste  as  any  of  them.  Still,  he  has  not 
given  up  his  principles.  True,  he  has  invested  his  means,  just  now,  and 
cannot  give  as  he  once  did,  yet  it  would  gratify  him  very  much,  even  to 
increase  his  donations ;  but,  really,  money  is  too  valuable  to  him  in  the 
present  juncture  of  his  affairs,  to  be  given  away  ;  and  he  compounds  with 
his  conscience,  by  promising  a  degree  of  future  liberality,  that  shall  abund- 
antly make  up  for  all  present  delinquency.  Thus  he  has  reached  a 
middle  stage  between  simple  prosperity  and  wealth  ;  and  riches  have  suc- 
cessfully practiced  upon  him  their  first  delusion — have  taught  him  to  make 
plausible  excuses  for  not  giving  at  present. 

The  process,  once  begun,  advances  with  rapidity  to  completion.  As  his 
means  increase,  a  thousand  temptations  beset  him.  His  schemes  are  bolder, 
and  require  more  capital.  He  begins  to  be  ambitious  of  the  reputation  of 
a  man  of  enterprise,  and  all  his  calculations  have  an  amplitude  before  un- 
attempted.  Farewell,  now,  to  leisure,  for  relaxation  in  the  easy,  care-for- 
getting circles  of  friendship,  or  for  a  calm  and  profitable  attendance  on 
weekly  religious  meetings.  He  is  a  man  of  business,  with  a  knit  brow,  and 
hurried  footstep.  He  tells  his  pastor  that  ^*  he  is  sorry,  but  cannot  go  to 
the  conference  to-night— his  engagements  are  so  pressing."  Thus  he  goes 
on ;  the  world  gradually  getting  into  his  heart,  and  piety  going  out.  As  a 
natural  result,  money,  by  being  the  chief  object  of  thought,  and  care,  and 
feeling,  during  a  large  share  of  his  waking  hours,  increases  in  value.  Every 
dollar  comes  to  be  twice  as  big  in  his  estimation,  as  in  the  humbler  days 
when  he  saw  and  handled  them  comparatively  seldom.  Hence,  his  standard 
of  giving,  instead  of  rising  in  proportion  to  his  increased  possessions,  sinks 
not  only  relatively,  but  absolutely ;  and  the  man  of  thousands  grudges  the 
donation,  which,  when  a  man  of  hundreds^  he  deemed  too  small. 

But  the  "  deceitfulness  of  riches"  shows  itself  in  other  forms.  The 
gradual  accumulation  of  property,  has  imposed  upon  him  the  belief  of  a 
great  increase  of  wants.  A  thousand  articles  of  luxury  and  display,  which 
he  once  regarded  as  tokens  of  declining  piety  and  bondage  to  ungodly 
fashions,  he  now  looks  upon  with  wishful  eyes.  His  acquaintance  has 
gradually  extended  among  the  wealthy,  and  his  equipage  must  conform  to 
these  new  relations.  His  house  enlarges,  his  furniture  assumes  an  air  of 
showy  elegance,  his  family  become  less  and  less  sufficient  for  themselves^ 
and  more  and  more  dependant  on  the  services  of  others,  and  feel,  or  affect, 
a  disregard  for  economy,  in  the  wardrobe,  and  on  the  table.  And  all  this  is 
now  defended  as  indispensable.  Unquestionably,  his  wants  are  no  nearer 
to  being  satisfied,  than  they  were  in  those  simple  days,  when  his  principles 
were  vigorous;  for  luxury,  above  all  things,  has  a  craving  "that  grows  by 
what  it  feeds  upon." 
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Nor  is  this  all.  The  man  has  now  become  rich,  and  he  has  got  above 
personal  efforts  to  do  good.  He  gives  his  pittance  of  money,  but  you  must 
not  ask  him  to  go  and  visit  the  poor,  pray  with  the  sick  and  dying,  or  con- 
verse with  the  anxious  soul.  O  no ;  his  time  is  too  valuable  !  He  has  con- 
tribiUed  his  cash,  and  thereby  bought  himself  of  from  the  vulvar  details  of 
doing  good !  And  is  this  the  man  who  once  talked  of  entire  consecration 
of  himself  and  all  his  talents  and  possessions  to  Christ — who  was  first 
among  the  foremost  in  every  work  of  self-denial,  an  example  of  labor  and 
liberality  7  What  has  wrought  this  lamentable  change  1  The  "  deceitfulness 
of  riches."  It  is  this,  that  has  transformed  the  unassuming,  into  the  super- 
cilious man ;  the  modest  respecter  of  others'  opinions,  into  the  purse-proud 
asserter  of  his  own.  Ah,  could  he  have  foreseen  the  effect  of  wealth  upon 
his  own  spirit,  upon  his  personal  usefulness,  upon  the  education  of  his 
children  for  the  world  instead  of  heaven,  he  would  have  shrunk  from  the 
pursuit.  He  never  dreamed  of  such  a  result ;  but  he  has  been  blinded  by 
the  "  deceitfulness  of  riches."  And — what  is  net  the  least  mournful  circum- 
stance— he  is  not  aware  of  his  danger,  but  fully  believes  it  is  perfectly 
easy  for  a  rich  man  to  be  spiritually-minded,  and  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God ;  and  regards  all  admonition  on  the  subject,  as  the  offspring 
of  ill-nature  and  envy. 


itovvtnvt^tcnmtt  of  tftt  a*  JB^*  jw. 


IOWA. 

Prom  Rev.  Asa  Turner,  Denmark, 
Iowa, 

Our  little  church  here  is  increasing; 
two  were  added  yesterday.  The 
present  is  a  more  favorable  time  to 
labor  for  the  conversion  of  men  in 
this  territory,  than  has  ever  been  be- 
fore. The  contention  about  claims, 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  territory, 
I  hope  is  at  an  end,  as  the  lands  are 
all  sold.  The  minds  of  the  settlers 
are  at  rest  about  their  farms.  They 
now  have  a  little,  and  although  their 
anxiety  ought  to  be  greater  to  have 
a  title  "to  mansions  in  the  skies," 
still,  most  men  think  so  much  about 
titles  to  earth,  they  will  not  labor  for 
one  in  heaven,  till  the  one  below  is 
secured. 

Laborers  imperiously  needed. 

We  want  help  and  want  it  imme- 


diately. Can  you  not  send  us  on 
some  men  who  are  full  of  faith  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  who  will  be  willing 
to  labor  among  our  log-cabins,  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  souls  ? 

And  here  I  wish  to  put  in  a  sug- 
gestion. Are  there  not  some  men 
in  your  cities,  who  are  accustomed 
to  take  a  fashionable  tour  in  the  sum- 
mer, some  to  Europe,  some  to  the 
Springs,  some  to  the  Falls,  &c.,  who 
would  be  willing  to  deny  themselves 
a  little  gratification,  for  the  sake  of 
doing  good?  The  effect  on  their 
health  would  be  equally  favorable,  if 
they  will  come  jind  labor  in  this 
beautiful  territory  a  few  months — one 
or  more — and  then,  how  much  good 
•would  be  done !  Suppose  the  pastors 
of  city,  and  other  opulent  congre- 
gations, which  are  blest  with  great 
and  good  men,  were  to  spend  a  part 
of  every  year  in  making  a  tour  to  the 
West — not  to  stop  at  the  1  arge  towns 
on  the  rivers,  such  as  Cincinnati,  St. 
Louis,  &c.,  but  to  call  on  the  humble 
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pioneers  in  the  wilderness  who  are 
laboring  under  great  eliscourage- 
nients,  and  but  few  of  the  comforts 
of  life — strengthen  their  hands,  en- 
courage their  hearts^  and  unite  with 
them  in  protracted  efforts  to  save 
souls — would  not  the  reward  be  great 
in  another  world,  if  not  in  this? 


MISSOURI. 

From  Rev.  T.  Eustace,  Paris,  Mo, 

1  am  permitted  to  announce  two 
individuals  added  to  the  church  on 
examination,  of  whose  hopeful  con- 
version the  session  has  no  cause  to 
doubt.  One,  a  young  man  of  25 
years  of  age,  the  other  a  married  wo- 
man, formerly  thoughtless,  gay  and 
giddy,  but  now  a  consistent  professor. 
Seven  individuals  have  been  receiv- 
ed on  certificate. 

Our  Sabbath  school  is  well  attend- 
ed, and  will  average  60  scholaj-s.  It 
is  conducted  by  teachers  of  the  dif- 
ferent denominations,  I  hope  that 
before  long,  we  may  have  a  school  of 
our  own,  and  that  the  arrangement 
may  not  only  be  good  for  us,  but 
excite  in  others  a  spirit  of  generous 
rivalry. 

Paris  is  the  county  seat  of  Monroe 
county,  and  is  growing  in  importance. 
We  have,  as  yet,  no  place  of  worship 
here;  indeed,  there  is  nothing  to  in- 
dicate to  the  passing  travjeller,  or  the 
immigrant  seeking  a  home,  the  exis- 
tence of  a  Presbyterian  church  in 
the  county.  An  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  made  by  Mr.  Wood  about  three 
years  since,  to  obtain  funds  for  the 
erection  of  a  building.  Two  hundred 
dollars  were  subscribed,  and  the  mat- 
ter was  given  up.  I  spoke  about  re- 
newinff  the  attenmt,  but  the  most  ar- 
dent friends  of  me  measure  consi- 
dered it  hopeless.  I  however  com- 
menced, and  succeeded  in  raising  a 
siibscription  of  upwards  of  ^1400,  to 
the  astonishment  of  all— the  thing 
was  done  so  quickly,  that  those  who 
have  doubted  it  were  taken  by  sur- 
prise. When  finished,  it  will  stand 
on  the  very  confines  of  Presbyterian- 
ism  j  for  let  two  lines  diverge  from 


it  to  the  N.  West  and  S.  West,  until 
they  reach  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  no 
Presbyterian  church  will  be  found 
included  by  them. 

Our  building  will  occupy  a  com- 
manding situation  on  the  main  line 
of  travel,  and  will  lift  a  modest  spire 
to  cheer  and  gladden  the  hearts  of 
many,  and  no  doubt  to  prove  the  nu- 
cleus around  which  a  Presbyterian 
population  will  rejoice  to  gather.  No 
doubt  many  a  worthy  member  of  our 
church,  who  is  now  deterred  from 
seeking  to  better  his  temporal  con- 
dition in  the  West,  by  his  unwilling- 
ness to  forego  the  privileges  of  the 
sanctuary,  would  at  once  set  forward 
on  his  way  rejoicing,  could  he  be  as- 
sured that  the  sanctuary  and  the  Sab- 
bath, and  all  the  precious  means  of 
grace,  were  waiting  to  welcome  him 
in  his  distant  home.  Such  a  deside« 
ratum  our  building  will  furnish,  and 
this  I  feel  to  be  enough  to  cheer  and 
encourage  me  amidst  toils  and  pri- 
vations. 

I  have  several  missionary  stations, 
and  among  them  one  at  Lick  Creek, 
where  a  church  was  organized  last 
fall ;  there  are  but  a  few  members,  but 
the  people  in  general  attend  meetings 
well,  and  the  prospect  is  rather  en- 
couraging. 


From  a  Frontier  Missionary. 

I  have  performed  more  labor  du- 
ring the  quarter  now  ending,  than 
during  any  quarter  since  I  have  been 
under  commission  from  your  So- 
ciety; yet  have  not  seen  as  much 
fruit  from  it.  I  have  travelled  up- 
wards of  800  miles,  visited  many 
families  in  4  or  5  difierent  counties, 
preached  31  sermons,  and  several 
lectures,  and  twice  administered  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper. 

It  is  not,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  the 
policy  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  to  encourage 
itinerant  labor,  where  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  admit  of  a  more  permanent  arranj^e- 
ment.  But,  in  some  cases,  especially  on 
the  frontiers,  there  is  no  T^ay  of  reaching 
the  scattered  sheep  of  the  flock,  except  by 
allowing  the  missionary  to  travel  a  part  of 
his  time* 
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From  Rev.  F.  R.  Gray,  New  Prom- 
dencCy  Mo, 

LABORERS  NEEDED. 

During  a  recent  visit  to  Pike  coun- 
ty, I  preached  three  days  and  even- 
ings in  Louisiana,  a  village  on  thei 
Mississippi  river,  containing  400  or 
600  inhabitants,  and  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  them  professors  of  religion  of 
any  denomination.  The  Methodists 
have  a  feeble  church  there ;  the 
Campbellites  have  a  small  band; 
and  there  are  a  few  Cumberland 
Presbyterians  and  Baptists,  who  hold 
their  membership  in  churches  in  the 
neighborhood. 

At  the  meeting  I  held  there,  the 
attendance  was  thin  at  first,  but  after- 
ward was  quite  full  and  solemn.  At 
the  close  ot  the  meeting  there  seemed 
to  be  a  strong  desire  to  have  a  Pres- 
byterian minister  settled  among 
them.  There  are  one  or  two  feeble 
Presbyterian  churches  in  the  vi- 
cinity. They  proposed  to  me,  to 
come  and  settle  there,  and  said  they 
would  make  an  effort  immediately  to 
raise  my  support,  if  I  would  consent 
to  come.  This  I  could  not  do ;  but  I 
told  them  I  would  endeavor  occa- 
sionally to  visit  them,  and  do  them 
all  the  good  I  could.  This  region  of 
country  seems  to  present  a  promising 
field  for  missionary  labor.  I  would 
spend  a  portion  of  my  time  in  it,  un- 
til they  can  be  better  supplied,  were 
not  the  distance  so  great.  It  is  about 
65  miles  from  my  residence. 

Hindrances. 

At  present,  there  is  one  thing  that 
hinders  the  success  of  the  Gospel,  to 
some  extent  all  over  this  land.  It  is 
the  great  political  excitement  in  the 
country.  And  there  is  but  little  hope 
that  this  will  be  much  abated  till  after 
the  presidential  election.  The 
whole  country  seems  to  be  in  a  fer- 
ment on  this  subject.  Bring  up  what- 
ever subject  you  may,  and  engage  in 
it  ever  so  ardently,  and  very  soon 
you  will  find  politics  again  upper- 
most, the  chief  matter  of  conversa- 
tion. Experience  has  shown,  that 
you  cannot  ajccomplish  much  in  ad- 


vancing the  kingdom  of  Christ,  when 
the  public  mind  is  constantly  and 
strongly  excited  upon  some  other 
subject.  This  excitement  is  our 
greatest  hindrance  at  the  present 
time.  May  the  Lord  grant  that  it 
may  not  ruin  the  souls  of  many  ! 

This  excitement  is  greatly  increa- 
sed in  consequence  of  the  pressure  in 
the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country. 
I  am  fully  satisfied  there  is  not  8300 
in  circulation  in  the  l>ound8  of  my 
congregation.  In  many  neighbor- 
hoods there  are  a  good  many  people 
in  debt,  who  have  no  money,  and  can 
get  none  for  any  thing  they  have. 
This  will,  therefore,  be  a  hard  year 
in  this  country ;  and  ministers  will 
suffer  as  severely  as  any  body  else. 
About  a  month  since,  one  of  the 
merchants  of  St.  Louis  came  up 
through  this  part  of  the  country, 
going  up  as  high  as  Galena,  on  a  col- 
lecting tour.  He  started  with  notes 
and  accounts  amounting  to  $10,000, 
all  due.  When  he  passed  down,  he 
stated  that  out  of  that,  he  had  been 
able  to  collect  but  $181.  This  is  but 
a  single  instance. 

Thus  it  is,  almost  every  appeal  for  "  more 
laborers,"  is  accompanied  by  circumstancea 
which  operate  as  "hindrances"  in  the  way 
of  their  success.  As  honest  men,  the  con- 
ductors of  the  Home  Missionary  enterprise 
are  bound  to  state  the  facts  just  as  they  are ; 
and  no  man  can  charge  us  with  either  exag- 
gerating or  concealing  the  trials  that  await 
the  missionary  on  his  entrance  upon  the 
western  field. 

But  what  is  there  in  these  difficulties,  after 
all,  that  should  deter  ministers  from  enga- 
ging in  the  missionary  work  1  Some  things, 
it  is  true,  are  peculiar  to  the  new  settlements ; 
but  by  fer  the  greater  part  of  the  discourage- 
ments that  beset  the  missionary's  path,  are 
of  a  kind  that  exists  every  where  in  our  land — 
that  grows  out  of  the  times,  the  commercial 
and  political  state  of  the  nation.  To  set 
down  all  this  to  the  account  of  the  West,  and 
make  it  a  reason  why  ministers  should  not 
emigrate  thither,  is  unfair.  But  adraittuig 
that  western  life  is  all  made  up  of  self-denial 
and  toil,  and  that  a  settlement  at  the  East 
is,  on  the  contrary,  a  guaranty  for  every 
comfort— has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  lambs 
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of  Christ's  flock  are  all  to  be  fed  and  folded— 
except  those  that  are  scattered  in  the  wilder- 
ness'? that  his  servants  may  choose  what 
part  of  his  work  they  wilf  do — omitting^  how- 
ever, all  that  is  repulsive  and  toilsome  7  Have 
our  young  ministers,  and  others  who  are 
not  disqualified  by  the  act  of  Providence,  no 
better  reason  to  give  for  their  backwardness, 
than  that  "  ministers  have  hard  times  in  the 
West?"  We  would  affectionately  ask  such. 
Brother,  who  gave  you  this  honor,  that  you 
should  be  a  minister  of  Christ  7  For  what 
end  were  you  called  to  this  responsible  sta- 
tion 1  Did  Heaven  take  you,  a  worm  of  the 
dust,  and  endow  you  with  the  gifts  of  the 
ministry,  for  your  OTpn  sake — to  enable  you 
to  stand  up  more  prominently  before  the 
world,  to  gain  a  genteel  livelihood,  without 
soiling  your  hands,  or  corroding  your  heart 
with  cares'?  Was  it  only  to  affect  the  refined 
and  the  graceful,— to  do  '*  the  fancy  work" 
of  the  ministry— that  you  were  plucked  as  a 
brand  from  the  burning?  And  who,  then,  is 
to  go  away  into  the  wilderness,  and  grapple 
with  the  bear  and  the  lion,  and  feed  the  flock 
of  God,  amid  perils  and  privations? 

But  they  greatly  misjudge,  who  think  that 
the  life  of  the  self-denying  missionary  is  one 
of  httle  or  low  enjoyment.  True,  his  ex- 
ternal comforts  may  be  few  and  homely,  and 
his  trials  may  be  such  as  often  drive  him  to 
his  God  for  consolation.  But  then,  hejinds 
it  there.  There  is,  oftentimes,  in  thevery  ab- 
sence of  human  supports,  a  distinctness  of 
realization  of  the  divine  favor,  that  excels 
in  the  luxury  of  its  enjoyment  every  other 
pleasurable  feeling.  When  the  missionary, 
in  his  journeys  of  mercy,  finds  himself  away 
in  the  centre  of  some  vast  prairie,  with  nei- 
ther tree,  nor  rock,  nor  habitation,  nor  work 
of  man  within  the  circle  of  his  vision,  and 
feels  himself  to  be,  as  it  were,  in  some  other 
sphere,  alone  with  God,  he  has  a  perception 
of  the  being,  majesty,  and  presence  of  the 
Creator,  which  in  the  crowded  town,  and 
amid  the  intrusive  vanities  of  men,  he  never 
knew.  So,  when,  one  by  one,  his  heart  lets 
go  its  hold  on  "  creatures,  earth  and  dust," 
and  he  retires  farther  and  farther  from  the 
world,  and  comes  to  feel  the  absoluteness  of 
his  dependence  upon  Jehovah,  there  rolls  in 
upon  his  jsoul  such  a  sense  of  the  richness 
and  all-sufficiency  of  God,  that  he  glories 
in  his  tribulations,  and  exults  in  the  very 


trials  which  are  the  oceasion  of  such  a  bles- 
sed experience.  Nor  is  it  in  this  way  alone, 
that  he  meets  a  re^vard.  To  commune  with 
some  praying  saint  in  a  cabin  of  the  forest ; 
to  meet  some  wanderer,  just  in  the  crisis 
when  his  feet  may  be  turned  back  again  into 
the  right  way ;  to  be  able,  by  one  word  of 
the  Gospel,  to  chase  the  gloom  of  years  from 
the  mind  of  some  mourner ;  to  kneel  by  the 
bed  of  the  dying,  and  to  hand  up,  as  it  were, 
the  liberated  spirit  in  faith  and  prayer  to  the 
Saviour, — these  are  sources  of  happiness  that 
gush  forth  at  every  step,  refreshing  him,  like 
the  rivulets  that  cross  his  pathway,  with  un- 
expected joy. 


WISCONSIN. 

From  the  Rev,  W.  M,  Adams,  Beloit. 
W.  T. 

REVIVAL. 

Before  I  made  my  last  report,  the 
state  of  things,  in  a  religious  point  of 
view,  was  becoming  very  interesting 
at  Pecatonic  and  at  Beloit.  This  was 
apparent  by  larger  assemblies,  and 
more  apparent  solemnity  on  the  Sab- 
bath, and  a  much  more  numerous  at- 
tendance upon  the  prayer  meetings. 
In  view  of  these  circumstances,  we 
concluded  to  have  a  protracted  meet- 

j  ing  at  Beloit,  and  continued  it  two 
weeks,  having  public  meetings  only 
in  the  afternoon  and  evening;  and  a 
part  of  the  time  in  the  evening  only. 
Many  attended  the  meetings  from 
this  place.  The  results  of  that  meet- 
ing were  of  the  most  cheering  kind. 
These  infant  churches  were  greatly 
refreshed.  Some  of  our  citizens 
who  had  been  professors  of  religion 
at  the  East,  but  who  had  never  beea 
known  as  such  here,  were  brought 

!  out  from  the  darkness  under  which 
they  had  been  lying,  in  spiritual 
slumber,  ever  since  they  came  into 
this  country ;  and  there  were  about 
fifty  new  cases  of  hope. 

At  Beloit,  quite  a  number  of  the 
converts  were  in  middle  life,  and 
heads  of  families.  Nine  family  altars 
were  erected  there,  in  little  more  than 
one  week.    There  were  also  some 
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youth,  aad  two  aged  men,  both  chil- 
dren of  the  covenant.  Of  these,  one 
had  been  a  sea-captain  in  earlier  life. 
He  remarked,  in  giving  his  relation, 
that  ^^  he  had  seen  so  much  bickering 
and  contention  among  Christians  in 
our  own  and  in  foreign  countries, 
and  so  much  priestcraft,  that  he  had 
determined  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  religion.  But  he  found  that  he 
was  off  upon  a  wide  sea,  without 
compass  or  chart — that  his  attention 
had  recently  been  called  up  to  the 
subject,  and  he  trusted  that  he  had 
found  peace  in  believing." 

A  large  portion  of  the  converts  in 
Pecatonic  were  from  among  our 
young  men.  I  received  eighteen  in- 
to this  church  at  our  last  communion, 
and  twenty-six  into  the  church  at 
Beloit  at  the  last  communion  there. 
The  means  used  were  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  and  differed  only  in 
their  being  continued  from  day  to 
day.  I  was  withdrawn  from  Beloit 
while  the  protracted  meeting  was  in 
progress,  a  part  of  the  time,  in  conse- 
quenceof  the  continued  and  danger- 
ous illness  of  Mrs.  A.,  but  I  received 
valuable  assistance  from  Brother 
Watson  of  Rockford.  Much  interest 
on  the  subject  of  religion  is  still  ap- 
parent in  both  these  places,  and  es- 
pecially in  Pecatonic. 


ILLINOIS. 
REFORMATION   OP  AN    INEBRIATE. 

There  has  been  one  remarkable 
conversion  among  us.  Dr.  N.,  a  gra- 
duate of  a  New-England  college, 
came  here  two  years  ago ;  but  he  was 
a  drunkard.  During  the  first  year, 
he  had  some  practice  ;  but  he  became 
more  and  more  dissipated,  until  he 
was  ragged,  filthy  and  penniless,  and 
was  obliged  actually  to  make  the 
hay-stacks  his.  lodging  places  at 
night.  I  well  remember  how  he 
pleased  the  people  when  he  first  ar- 
rived here ;  but  we  soon  discovered 
that  he  was  a  ruined  man.  He  had 
abandoned  his  family — or  his  family 
him — ere  he  came  to  the  West.  He 
loved  his  wife,  and  would  weep  on 


receiving  letters  and  papers  from  her, 
but  he  grew  worse  and  worse.  But 
what  a  contrast  now  !  Quiie  recently 
he  resolved  to  quit  his  course.  As  a 
consequence,  he  is  decently  clad, 
has  obtained  employment,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  running  well.  We  hope, 
yet  fear. 


INFLUENCE   OP  THE   PILGRIMS. 

Though  nothing  of  special  interest 
has  transpired  since  my  last  report, 
yet,  the  marked  change  that  has  ta- 
ken place  both  in  the  natural  and 
moral  aspect  of  my  field  since  the 
date  of  ray  first  commission,  is  truly 
cheering,  and  begins  to  remmd  us  of 
the  flourishing  settlements,  and  thri- 
ving villages,  together  with  their  ex- 
alted social  privileges,  in  the  land  of 
the  Pilgrims.  The  grand  impressions, 
enstamped  more  than  two  centuries 
since  upon  their  institutions,  and 
upon  their  immediate  posterity,  have 
characterized  every  subsequent  gene- 
ration in  their  various  locations,  and 
are  beginning  to  be  every  where 
visible  in  this  then  unknown  and, 
heathen  land ;  and  shadow  forth  the 
same  features  which  are  about  to  be 
given  to  other  generations,  and  even 
to  other  countries. 


From  Rev,  J,  Wilco.Vj  Genes eo,  HL 

Although  their  ability  to  support 
the  Gospel  is  but  little  if  any  more 
than  the  last  year,  yet  my  people 
have  purposed,  in  view  of  the  wants 
of  the  society,  to  reduce  their  appli- 
cation fifty  dollars, — notwithstanding 
they  are  called  upon  to  expend  very 
nearly  two  hundred  dollars,  to  en- 
large our  place  of  worship  ;  which 
cannot  be  dispensed  with,  if  we  do 
our  duty  towards  bringing  our  in- 
creasing population  under  the  sound 
of  the  preached  gospel.  Besides,  the 
demands  on  them  for  the  support  of 
suitable  schools  in  our  township  for 
the  coming  year,  are  just  about 
double  what  they  were  the  last. 
The  work  of  enlarging  our  place  of 
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worship  has  already  been  under- 
taken, and  so  far  done  as  to  enable 
us  to  meet  in  it,  and  will  be  comple- 
ted in  the  cou»se  of  the  summer. 

Installation, 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  our  eccle- 
siastical society  in  March,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved,  that  a  call 
should  be  presented  me  through  the 
presbytery,  to  become  their  settled 
pastor,  with  the  provision  that  one 
quarter  of  my  time  should  be  devoted 
to  such  destitute  portions  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  as  the  interests  of 
the  cause  demanded.  This  call  was 
presented  to  me  by  the  Knox  Pres- 
bytery, at  their  semi-annual  meeting, 
held  in  this  place  in  April.  This  be- 
ing the  first  meeting  of  an  ecclesi- 
astical body,  ever  held  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  the  first  installa- 
tion within  the  bounds  of  this  Pres- 
bytery, and  other  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it,  all  conspired  to  make 
the  services  solemn  and  interesting 
to  the  cause  of  truth  in  this  part  of 
the  Lord's  vineyard,  and  to  impress 
those  present  with  the  solemn  relation 
of  a  minister  and  people. 


well  attended.  Though  we  have  now 
no  special  interest  in  religion,  yet  the 
whole  place  is  evidently  under 
its  influence.  Our  meeting-house 
we  hope  to  have  completed  this 
season.  I  am  happy  to  state  also, 
that  after  my  commission  expires, 
I  hope  not  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  asking  a  renewal — the  people  ha- 
ving subscribed  my  support. 


ANOTHER  POINT   GAINEO. 

The  operation  of  Hom«  Missions  are  like 
the  labors  of  husbandry.  While  toiling  in  the 
work  of  planting  and  watering,  we  are  per- 
mitted to  see  the  blessing  in  all  stages  of 
fulfilment—the  bud  bursting  from  the  soil— 
the  blossoms  of  promise— and  here  and  there 
the  opening  fruit  The  following  extract 
informs  us  of  another  clustsr  on  the  prairies 
of  IlUnois,  which  will  no  longer  need  the  fos 
taring  care  of  the  Society. 

The  congregation  in  C.  still  con- 
tinues large,  attentive  and  solemn. 
The  influence  of  our  revival  during 
the  winter,  is  still  felt,  and  we  hope 
that  such  an  impulse  has  been  given 
to  the  cause  of  Christ,  that  eternity 
alone  will  unfold  all  its  blessed  re- 
sults. The  Sabbath  school  is  kept 
up  with  unabated  interest;  and  the 
prayer-meetings  during  the  week  are 


MICHIGAN. 

From  a  Missionary  Report. 

DEATH   OP  A  CONVERT. 

In  my  last  I  gave  you  an  account 
of  Mr.  H.,  a  wicked  man,  and  dealer 
in  ardent  spirits,  who  had  been  a  pro- 
fessor of  religion,  and  who  died  in 
wretchedness.  I  now  have  a  death 
to  record,  which  is  the  reverse  of  that. 
Among  a  circle  of  fifteen  of  our  young 
people,  who  stood  together  in  our 
sanctuary  last  fall  as  fruits  of  the 
late  revival  here,  to  make  public  pro- 
fession of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ, 
was  Mrs.  S.,  a  young  married  lady, 
having  one  sweet  child.  A  solemn, 
holy  joy  seemed  to  pervade  the 
whole  company.  The  countenance 
of  Mrs.  S.  particularly  indicated  this. 
From  that  time,  she  has  seemed  to  be 
living  for  heaven.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  winter,  her  health  declined ; 
and  finally  it  was  found,  in  despite  of 
medical  skill,  that  consumption  was 
fixed  upon  her  slender  frame.  For 
three  months,during  her  last  sickness, 
she  had  an  opportunity  to  display 
the  deep  workings  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  on  her  heart ;  and  to  exemplify 
the  christian  graces  under  these  try- 
ing circumstances.  Two  or  three 
weeks  ago,  we  laid  her  in  the  grave. 
The  scenes  of  her  death  I  have  not 
room  to  describe.  Her  reason  was 
bright  to  the  last.  When  I  entered 
the  room,  and  perceived  by  her  pulse 
her  situation,  I  said,  "  you  are  with  us 
now,  but  you  will  not  be  long ;"  she 
answered,  "  No ;  the  shorter  the  bet- 
ter. I  need  to  be  patient.  /  am  go- 
ing  to  my  beloved  Saviour,^^  I  can 
undertake  no  description  of  her  ad- 
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dress  to  her  father  and  sister,  who 
came  in  while  I  was  there,  and  who 
were  not  professors.  She  was  more 
than  twelve  hours  dyrng,  and  many 
persons  heard  her  appeals.  I  can 
only  say,  it  was  the  eloquence  of 
death,  and  there  were  soihe  as  choice 
specimens  of  the  language  of  heaven, 
as  we  can  expect  this  side  of  the  glo- 
rious reality.  One  such  death-bed 
scene,  seems  to  make  my  labors  and 
my  trials  light.  How  many  of  them — 
were  they  all  that  you  have— would 
it  require  to  compensate  your  So- 
ciety for  its  labors  and  expenses? 
Mr.  S.  had  stood  by  the  side  of  his 
wife  when  she  made  a  profession, 
and  now  seems  to  be  sustained  by 
comforts  which  earth  cannot  give  nor 
take  away. 

EMBARRASSMENTS  IN   tBE   WEST. 

I  am  persuaded  that  our  eastern 
brethren  do  not  realize  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  churches  in  the 
West,  at  the  present  time.  I  must 
tell  you  one  fact.  I  have  of  late 
found  the  seats  of  many  of  oar  pro- 
fessors vacant  on  the  Sabbath.  Hav- 
ing inquired  the  reasons,  I  find  that 
sickness  is  one ;  but  another  is,  that 
they  are  not,  ai^d,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, cannot  be  decently 
clothed  to  attend.  I  have,  with  some 
effect,  urged  them  to  eome  with  such 
clothing  as  they  have.  It  may  appear 
almost  incredible,  but  one  of  our  el- 
ders has  had  to  stay  at  home  many 
Sabbaths  the  past  winter,  because  he 
could  not  get  shoes.  Clothing  is  cash 
here,  and  many  cannot  obtain  cash  to 
buy  it.  I  state  this,  because  I  have 
seen  intimations  that  the  churches 
at  the  West  do  not  help  themselves 
all  that  they  can.  A  portion  of  my 
salary  has  to  be  raised  by  men  in  the 
situation  now  described.  Let  me  fur- 
ther say,  that  our  wheat  crop,  whieb 
is  our  dependence — and  an  unusual 
quantity  of  it  was  sown— is  cat  off 
by  the  insect,  within  a  few  days ;  so 
that  I  understand  some  are  beginning 
to  plough  up  the  fields.  I  have 
abundance  of  provisions,  but  in  cash 
have  received  as  yet  for  salary,  but 
three  dollars  from  my  people  the  past 
year.    Judge  for  yourselves  whether 

vou  xuu  11 


we  shall  need  further  assistance.  A 
meeting  was  held  to  make  me  a  call 
to  become  pastor,  but  they  were  so 
afraid  that  your  Society  would  be 
discouraged  about  assisting  another 
year,  that  they  deferred  it. 

We  ean  assare  the  congregation  referred 
to  above,  and  our  readers,  that  the  Home 
Missionary  Society  is  liot  dUeouraged  in  its 
work,  because  of  the  temporary  embarrass- 
ments in  the  West.  We  hope  they  will  go 
on  and  settle  their  pastor^  If  they  deal  faith- 
fully with  him  and  with  the  Society,  using 
thehr  best  endeavors  to  sustain  the  perma^ 
nent  tabors  of  a  man  of  Ood  among  them, 
they  shall  not  be  forsaken.  Such  churches 
end  ministers  may  rely  upon  the  sympathy 
and  assistance  of  their  brethren  in  the  oldef 
churches. 

And  here  we  take  occasion  to  enter  our 
protest  against  the  inference  which  some 
good  people  at  the  East,  draw  from  the  pre- 
sent embarrassmentsof  the  western  country. 
There  are  not  wanting  men,  from  whosef 
standing  in  the  churches  more  practical  wis- 
dom might  be  inferred/  who  speak  of  th« 
enterprise  of  saving  that  broad  and  goodly 
land,  as  if  it  vrert  a  failure.  They  regard  the 
pecuniary  trials  of  the  new  states  as  if  they 
were  fatal  to  ail  evangelical  effort,— as  if 
prayer,  and  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God, 
which  the  last  year  flowed  over  the  West  in 
one  vast  wave  of  blessing,  were  less  power- 
ful, or  the  souls  of  the  teeming  thousands 
less  valuable  than  in  1836.  The  very  men, 
who,  by  their  rage  for  the  government  lands 
and  by  flooding  the  West  with  eastern  capi- 
tal, spread  the  contagion  of  worldliness,  ta 
an  eltent  to  which  mere  western  resources 
coAld  not  have  carried  it,  now  charge  their 
disappointments  to  the  people  of  the  West, 
and  visit  their  chagrin  upon  her  feeble  church- 
es and  strugglmg  colleges.  This  k  wrong. 
We  must  stand  by  our  brethren.  All  sober-'  • 
minded  philanthropists,  who  value  the  Mis- 
sissippi VaUey,  not  for  the  percentage  which 
k  returns  for  pecuniary  investments,  but  for 
its  intrinsic  moral  importance,  will  stand  by 
her  churches,  her  schools,  and  her  ministers. 
The  causes  of  depression  are  temporary, 
and  doubtless  will  ultimately  prove  a  -bles- 
sing, by  driving  back  a  class  of  adventurers, 
clerical  as  well  as  layr  who  w^e  crowding 
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into  the  Dew  settlements,  it  is  feared,  with 
too  much  sensibility  to  their  supposed  phy- 
sical attractions.  These  depressions,  too, 
have  been  in  temporal,  rather  than  in  spirit- 
tral  things.  It  is  our  sincere  belief,  that  to 
the  minister  who  goes  to  the  West,  actuated 
by  the  spirit  of  his  Master,  it  presents  a  field 
more  desirable,  more  hopeful,  as  to  the  best 
sort  of  success,  than  it  has  at  any  previous 
period. 


fHE  CAUSE   OF    TEMPERANCE   IN   MICHI- 
GAN. 

We  are  making  powerfal  tempe- 
rance efforts  in  this  county.  Some 
are  awake  to  the  cause.  Interest  is 
increasing.  Ministers  have  much  to 
do  in  the  cause,  or  it  will  fail.  For 
some  time  it  has  been  sinking.  Dis- 
tilleries and  dram  shops  have  been 
multiplying  all  around,  and  as  you 
may  well  suppose,  intemperance  has 
been  increasing.  We  have  villages 
in  Michigan,  containing  from  1000 
to  2000  inhabitants,  in  which  a  blow 
has  not  been  struck  on  the  subject  of 
temperance,  uutil  within  the  past 
month.  $600,000  worth  of  intoxi- 
cating drinks,  have  within  the  past 
year  been  imported  intd  this  new 
slate — that  is,  three  dollars  worth  to 
each  inhabitant.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  consumption  of  what  has  been 
manufactured  in  the  State. 


TENNESSEE. 

APPEAL    FOR    A    MISSIONARY,    AND    FOR 
AID. 

From  a  CommUtee  of  the  Holston 
Presbytery, 

We  would  not  unnecessarily  add  to 
the  embarrassing  calls  made  upon 
your  Society,  at  a  time  when  both 
the  laborers  in  the  gospel  field,  and 
the  means  of  their  daily  support,  are 
so  inadequate  to  the  very  urgent  and 
continually  increasing  demands. 
Yet  we  are  fully  persuaded,  if  you 
could  examine  the  destitute  churches, 
and  their  scattered  members,  within 


the  bounds  of  Holston  Presbytery, 
and  perceive  what  their  spiritual 
wants  and  exigencies  really  are,  you 
would,  at  our  repeated  and  united  en- 
treaties, do  your  utmost,  that  a  quali- 
fied Gospel  missionary,  sent  out  by 
your  Board,  might  itinerate  and  labor 
among  them;  provided  he  should 
receive  half  his  support  from  the 
contributions  of  the  people  under  our 
Presbyterial  oversight.  So  much  we 
feel  authorized  to  promise  for  your 
encouragement;  and  will  endeavor 
punctually  to  see  fulfilled.  We  have 
a  number  of  vacant  churches,  and 
these  have  many  scattered  naembers, 
whom  the  ministers  of  the  Presbytery 
are  utterly  unable  to  supply  with 
preaching,  and  an  adequate  pastoral 
care.  We  think  we  know,  in  some 
degree,  and  answerably  appreciate, 
the  great  usefulness  of  your  Society 
to  the  christian  cause  in  the  desti- 
tute parts  of  our  extensive  country ; 
and  earnestly  desire  that  it  may  be 
augmented  a  thousand  fold.  We 
have  no  confidence  in  shibboleth  ex- 
clusiveness  and  sectarian  zeal,  to 
subdue  and  sanctify  the  rebellious 
heart  of  man.  But  to  such  influence, 
our  destitute  people  are  continually 
exposed.  It  is  our  desire,  that  they 
may  hear,  receive  and  obey  the  law- 
honoring,  God-exalting,  heart-melt- 
ing, and  soul-saving  Gospel  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  he  has  directed, 
that  it  be  preached  to  every  human 
creature.  We  want  to  see  the  time 
come,  when  the  churches  and  people, 
that  shall  receive  needed  supplies  by 
your  missionaries,  shall  show  them- 
selves able  and  willing  altogether  to 
support  them;  and  all  the  destitute 
shall  be  fully  supplied  by  installed 
ministers.  We  want  your  mission- 
aries to  assist  us  in  searching  out  pious 
and  talented  youth,  willing  and  pro- 
per to  be  educated  for  the  Christian 
ministry;  that  they  may  be  placed 
under  infi^uences  which,  instead  of 
contracting,  shall  expand  their  affec- 
tions, aims  and  plans,  to  meet  the 
claims  of  all  God's  militant  church, 
and  of  a  perishing  world.  The  A. 
B.  C.  F.  M.,  and  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  re- 
ceive our  charities  for  the  spread  of 
the  Gospel,  the  advancement  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom  on  earth,  and 
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the  conversion  of  our  rebel  race. 
With  some  assistance  from  your  So- 
ciety, we  could  more  easily  assist  it 
in  return;  and  would,  as  we  might 
be  able,  practically  account  it  "  more 
blessed  to  give,  than  to  receive.^'  The 
temporal  resources  of  East  Tennessee 
are  in  a  course  of  developn>ent, 
however  slow;  and,  should  her 
agents  be  sanctified  by  the  pure  Gos- 
pel and  the  Spirit's  blessing  upon  it, 
she  would  more  joyfully  and  power- 
fully than  heretofore,  come  up  to 
the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the 
mighty.  If  such  exigencies  as  ours 
are  neglected,  a  partizan,  cold-heart- 
ed, untransforming  religion  will  in- 
crease among  us ;  and  array  more  of 
our  population  against  the  catholic 
spirit  and  benevolent  exertions  of 
your  Society,  than  at  present.  As 
we  are  confessedly  among  the  desti- 
tute and  suffering,  shall  we  not  be 
permitted  to  find  omrselves  among 
the  assisted  ? 

That  God  may  aid,  direct  and 
bless  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  in  all  their  ar- 
duous and  self-denying  labors,  is  the 
united  prayer  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Holston,  on  whose  behalf,  and  under 
whose  authority,  this  renewed  appli- 
cation for  help  is  respectfully  made 
by  your  brethren  and  fellow  servants 
in  our  common  Lord. 

In  behalf  of  the  brethren  making  this  ap- 
peal, and  in  the  name  of  the  Great  Patron  of 
Missions,  the  Executive  Committee  inquire 
of  his  servants,  "  Whom  shall  we  send?  And 
who  will  go  for  us  ?" 


From    Rev,   H,     Patrick^    Tellico 
Plains^  East  Tennessee. 

Whilst  I  desire  to  be  humbled 
under  a  sense  of  my  many  short 
comings,  yet  we  have  abundant 
cause  to  be  thankful ;  as  God  does 
not  withhold  his  blessing,  or  leave 
us  ground  to  say,  that  we  '*  labor  in 
vain,  or  spend  our  strength  for 
nought."  As  is  the  custom  of  this 
country,  the  time  has  now  com- 
menced for  holding  meetings  of 
four  days 


three  and    four  days    continuance. 

We  must  conform,  if  we  can  right- 1  with  the  first-fruits  of  all  thine  iii< 


fully^  to  the  usages  of  the  country, 
and  embrace  every  opportunity  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  people,  from 
whatever  motive  they  may  be  in- 
<[uced  to  come  out  and  hear.  There 
are  very  many  who  never  attend  the 
ordinary  Sabbath  services  at  the 
church,  but  who  usually  attend  pro- 
tracted meetings.  In  our  church,  I 
appointed  a  meeting  of  three  days, 
embracing  the  fourth  Sabbath  of 
April,  at  which  time  also  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  supper  was  administered. 
I  had  two  ministers  to  assist  me  the 
whole  of  the  time,  and  the  services 
of  another,  the  greater  part  of  the 
time.  I  think  much  good  must  have 
been  done,  both  to  the  church  and 
to  those  in  the  ranks  of  the  wicked, 
by  the  preaching,  labors  and  services 
of  this  meeting.  Much  serious,  de- 
vout attention  was  paid  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  word ;  much  solemn  truth 
was  proclaimed,  and  apparently  with 
effect. 

There  is  thus  an  accession  of  fresh 
materials  for  a  minister  to  operate 
upon,  with  the  word  of  truth,  pub- 
licly and  privately,  with  the  hope 
that  some  of  them  may  become  par- 
takers of  the  grace  of  God. 

Advumitione  of  Providence, 

The  present  season  has  brought 
trying  calamities  upon  our  farmers. 
The  excessive  rains  have  caused  an 
unusual  freshet  in  the  water  courses, 
which  has  done  considerable  damage. 
The  soil  of  the  land,  fencing  and 
crops  of  young  corn,  have  been  swept 
away  or  covered.  This  has  just  fol- 
lowed in  the  train  of  the  deprada- 
tions  of  the  Hessian  fly  upon  the 
wh  eat  crops.  A  few  pieces  of  wheat, 
here  and  there,  are  not  injured,  while 
nearly  all  others  are  entirely  de- 
stroyed. It  is  too  late  to  remedy 
the  evil  now.  A  species  of  destruc- 
tive worm  ate  up  the  meadows,  and 
cut  off  the  corn  just  springing  out  of 
the  ground,  and  thus  subjected  the 
farmer  to  trouble  and  loss  of  time 
in  replanting.  Generally  speaking, 
this  is  a  people  who  have  disobeyea 
the  injunction  of  the  Bible,  "  Honor 
the  Lord  with  thy  substance,  and 
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urease :  so  9hdU  thy  be^rns  be«  filled 
■with  plenty,  And  thy  presses  shall 
burst  out  with  new  wine."  Their 
duty  has  not.  indeed,  been  plainly  and 
faithfully  told  them  on  tliis  subject. 
One  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope, 
that  the  rod  of  the  divine  chfistise- 
ment,  in  connexion  with  the  truth 
preached,  may  happily  serve  to  turn 
the  attention  of  the  people  to  the 
much  neglected  duty  of  giving  of 
their  substance  to  the  .cause  of  the 
JLord. 


INDIANA. 

4.  THKOLOQICAL  CURIOSITT. 

4  CampbelHte  Sermon, 

I  have  had  something  to  do  with 
.the  class  of  people  called  Campbell- 
ites,  for  several  years.  Twice  my 
own  congregations  have  been  re- 
xiuested  to  remain,  after  I  have 
preached  to  them  and  dismissed 
them,  by  that  4;lass  of  teachers,  tha^ 
they  might  undeceive  them.  J  have 
had  conversation  with  them  fre- 
.quently,  have  heard  them  preach, 
read  their  writings,  and  I  regard  the 
system  as  correiCtly  represented  by 
Mr.  Landis,  and  in  most  respects 
ably  exposed  in  the  April  numJ^er  of 
the  Biblical  Repository.  I  think  that 
the  evidence  that  might  be  collected 
In  this  country,  in  regard  to  the  doc- 
itrines  and  tendencies  of  that  system, 
would  present  its  propagater  and  de- 
fender in  a  very  unfavorable  light. 
The  champion  of  that  system  in  this, 
if  not  in  neighboring  states,  preach 
ed  in  this  town,  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember lastj  and,  in  order  to  render 
my  impressions  of  his  principles 
more  permapent^  I  took  notes,  and 
the  next  morning  submitted  them  to 
the  examination  of  several  intelligent 
hearers,  (one  a  preacher,)  of  different 
denominations,  who  were  present. 
They  affirmed  the  accuracy  of  the 
memorandum.  I  now  transmit  it  to 
you  as  a  theological  curiosity. 

His  text  was  Luke  24:  46,  47. 
"And  said  unto  them,  thus  it  is 
written,  and  thus  it  behooved  Christ 
to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the  dead  the 
third  day,  and  that  repentance  aud  re- 


mission of  sins  should  be  preached 
in  his  name  among  all  nations,  be- 
ginning at  Jerusalem." 

The  speaker  announced  his  object 
to  be,  (1,)  "  To  convince  his  audience 
of  their  duty  j  (2,)  to  persuade  them 
to  do  it.^' 

I.  "  It  was  premised,  that  Christi- 
anity was  a  system  of  facts,  and  not 
of  faith.  The  three  facts  upon 
which  it  is  founded,  as  presented  in 
the  text,  were  the  death,  burial,  and 
resurreation  of  Christ.  His  sufferings 
were  for  our  sins,  and  his  resurrec- 
tion was  for  our  justification.  These 
(facts)  must  be  believed — are  the 
things  to  be  believed,  as  preparatory 
to  the  remission  of  sins." 

"The  other  matters  presented  in 
the  text,  (verse  47,)  are  that 'repent- 
ance and  remission  of  sins  should  be 
preached  among  all  nations,  begin- 
ning at  Jerusalem,  But  what  re- 
pentance and  remission  of  sinsmean^ 
we  cannot  tell  from  this  passage. 
He  had  known  a  preacher  to  preach 
a  long  sermon  on  repentance  and  re- 
mission of  sins,  from  this  passage. 
But  this  passage  does  not  tell  what 
they  mean.  If  the  book  were  chopt 
off  right  here,  we  should  not  know 
what  they  mean.  This  only  tells 
the  disciples  tc^af  they  should  preach. 

"  Again :  the  Gospel  system,  or 
Christianity,  must  be  begun  ^^at  Je- 
rusalem,'^^ They  were  directed  to 
wait  there  for  the  Comforter,  &c. 
Now  any  system  that  did  not  begin  at 
Jerusalem,  was  not  the  true  system. 
This  is  the  mark  God  has  put  upon 
the  true  system.  It  must  begin  at 
Jerusalem.  "There  was  a  system 
which  began  at  Oxford,  in  England, 
100  years  ago — that  was  not  the  true 
system.  Another  one,  in  Scotland 
still  longer  ago — not  the  true  sys- 
tem. Another  one  at  Rome,  still 
longer  ago — not  the  true  system," 
&c.,  &c.  (The  preacher  seemed  to 
have  forgotten,  that  Bethany,  in  Vir- 
ginia, was  not  Jerusalem.) 

*'But  again:  Christ  had  said  that 
Peter  should  have  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom.  Now  when  they  were  all 
assembled  at  Jerusalem,  Peter  told 
them  how  they  could  obtain  the  rt- 
mission  of  sins.  Acts  2 :  38.,  i.  e.  by  • 
repentance  and  baptism.    Here  is  the 
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explanation  of  what  is  contained  in 
tlie  text.  The  two,  repentance  and 
baptism,  are  connected  by  the  con- 
junction aful,  and  therefore  must  be 
equal.  And,  therefore,  without 
baptism^  there  can  be  no  remission 
of  sins."  (Q.  E.  D.)  **  Unless  a 
man  has  been  baptized,  (immersed,) 
he  cannot  say  that  his  sins  have  been 
remitted.  Pardon  is  only  to  be 
granted  at  the  court  of  heaven ;  and 
it  is  heaven's  law  that  every  one  of 
the  human  family  must  obtain  remis- 
sion of  sins  by  baptism.  So  that  any 
man  that  does  not  believe  that  re- 
mission  of  sins  comes  by  baptism,  is 
a  DeisV^ 

"There  are  two  ways  of  getting 
around  this.  (1.)  Bysaying  that  Pe- 
ter made  a  "blunder."  We  cannot 
admit  that;  he  was  inspired.  (2.) 
Some  say,  this  is  not  the  way  I  got 
religion,  (or  remission.)  I  got  it  by 
repentance  and  prayer,  &c.  A  new 
heart*  you  got  by  repentance  and 
prayer;  but  no  remission  of  sins. 
That  would  be  outwitting  the  Al- 
mighty, Remission  of  sios  can  come 
only  by  baptism."  It  is  so, — it  is 
so, — it  certainly  is  so,  "notwith 
standing  all  the  tall  eloquence^  all  the 
theological  acquirements,  and  scien- 
tific attainments  of  my  opponents." 

II.  He  endeavored  "to  persuade 
them  to  do  their  duty ;"  viz.,  to  be 
baptized,  as  though  that  were  the 
comprehensive  whole. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  such  is 
the  system  as  held  forth  in  this  coun- 
try by  some  more  than  a  dozen  pro- 
fessed teachers.  But  it  is  all  doing 
well.  The  character  of  its  advocates 
is  prostrating  the  system  more  effec- 
tually than  argument  can  do  it.  The 
heterogeneous  views  entertained  by 
the  friends  of  this  system  on  other 
subjects  than  water  baptism,  embra- 
cing Antinomianism,  Deism,  Univer- 
salisra,  &c.,  portend  a  speedy,  though 
it  may  be  a  hard  death. 


♦His  illustration  of  that  phrase  is  this:— 
a  man  purposes  to  go  to  meeting,  but  titers 
it  and  goes  to  miU.  ''That's  a  change  of 
heart." 


OHIO. 

Delaware,  Ohio. 

The  revivals  that  have  taken  place 
within  the  bounds  of  our  Presbytery, 
during  the  last  winter,  have  not 
wholly  subsided.  Some  new  cases 
of  conviction  and  hopeful  conver- 
sion, are  occurring  in  our  churches. 
At  L.,  an  addition  of  thirty-seven 
was  made  early  in  March,  and  three 
or  four  others  have  been  examined. 
An  interesting  state  of  religious  feel- 
ing exists  in  almost  all  of  our  church- 
es where  there  have  been  no  revi- 
vals, which  encourages  us  to  hope 
for  good,  and  I  trust  stimulates  us 
to  pray  for  its  speedy  accomplish- 
ment. 

As  a  statement  of  the  work  of 
God  among  the  churches  of  our  Pres- 
bytery, I  will  give  you  a  short  ex- 
tract from  its  narrative.  "  The  first 
half  of  the  past  year  witnessed  little 
else  than  one  universal  spiritual 
desolation  in  all  our  churches. 
Controversy,  with  all  its  bitter 
fruits,  had  overspread  our  beloved 
Zion,  and  cast  upon  it  the  pall  of 
spiritual  slumber—roused  into  action 
the  remains  of  unsanctified  passion 
among  the  ranks  of  the  holy,  and 
rendered  religion  a  by-word  in  the 
mouth  of  infidelity.  But  when  the 
sable,  chilling  cloud  of  moral  gloom 
had  reached  its  zenith,  soon  the  gen- 
tle gales  of  mercy  began  to  be  felt, 
and  this  pall  of  darkness  gradually 
receded,  and  light  from  the  third 
heaven  has  made  glad  our  hearts, 
and  filled  the  souls  of  many  for  the 
first  time  with  joy  unspeakable.  God 
has  revived  his  work  in  a  number  of 
our  churches.  More  than  three  hun- 
dred have  been  convicted  of  sin,  and 
about  two  hundred  hopefully  con- 
verted to  God,  and  received  into  our 
churches  on  examination."  Ten 
thousand  thanks  to  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church,  for  what  he  has  done  for 
us! 


AnniTIONAL  TESTIMONY. 

Ministers  needed  in  the  West 
The  county  in  which  we  live  is 
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destitute,  to  a  great  extent,  of  Pres- 
byterian ministers.  Many  neighbor- 
hoods are  open  to  me,  but  I  cannot 
supply  them  all.  I  am  compelled  to 
turn  away  many  who  come  and  ear- 
nestly request  me  to  preach  in  their 
vicinity.  I  have  thought  that  if  some  j 
of  our  ministers  who  are  stopping  i 
in  our  eastern  cities,  and  settling | 
down  in  smallcongregations  in  the| 
old*  settlements,  could  survey  the 
actual  destitutions  in  the  great  val- 
ley, they  would  be  constrained  to 
take  up  their  cross,  and  enter  this 
extended  moral  wilderness,  to  spend 
and  be  spent  for  the  salvation  of 
souls. 


From  Rev.  G,  G,  Poage,  Allen  and 
Logan  Co^s.,  O. 

PROGRESS  AMm  DIFFICULTIES. 

I  would  mention  with  devout  grati- 
tude to  God,  his  goodness  and  mercy 
in  sustaining,  strengthening  and  en- 
couraging me  in  my  efforts  for  the 
advancement  of  his  cause.  He  has 
blessed  my  labors,  though  feeble  and 
imperfect.  There  is  an  increased 
desire,  in  my  congregations,  for  the 
ordinances  of  the  Gosper.  Fifteen 
or  sixteen  have,  we  hope,  been  born 
of  the  Spirit.  Thirteen  of  these  have 
been  received  to  the  churches  under 
my  care.  From  the  past,  I  would 
take  encouragement  for  the  future, 
to  go  forward  in  the  discharge  ofj 
duty,  looking  to  the  Lord  to  add  his 
blessing. 


LOWER  CANADA. 

From  Rev,  J.  Anderson,  Melbourne, 

L.  a 

SEEKING  OUT  THE  WANDERING  AND  LAME 
OP  THE  FLOCK. 

Since  the  last  quarter's  report,  we 
have  received  nine  into  communion, 
four  by  letter  and  five  by  profession. 
Among  these  are  a  man,  his  wife, 
and  a  son.  The  parents  had  been 
church  members  in  Scotland,  and 


emigrated  to  this  country  some  years 
past;  since  which  time  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  has  been  laid  heavily  upon 
them.  Their  eldest  son  left  them 
about  two  years  ago,  and  set  off 
for  the  Western  States;  the  mo- 
ther has  been  laid  upon  a  sick  bed 
for  a  year  past,  fi'om  which  it  is  not 
likely  she  will  ever  be  raised  up. 
The  second  son,  ^bout  the  same 
time,  was  seized  with  paralysis,  and 
now  occupies  the  same  sick  chamber 
with  his  mother ;  through  which  se- 
vere dispensations  they  have  been 
reduced  to  great  poverty.  Although 
several  years  in  this  country,  they 
have  not  till  of  late  joined  any  chris- 
tian church.  They  said  that  they 
found  none  with  which  they  thought 
they  could  conscientiously  unite. 

I  visited  them  frequently  through 
the  course  of  the  winter,  and  found 
the  father  to  be  a  man  of  sound  evan- 
gelical piety,  and  the  son  also  evi- 
dently the  subject  of  divine  grace ; 
but  never  did  I  see  such  deep  toned 
piety  as  the  mother  manifested.  Al- 
though destitute  of  most  of  the  com- 
forts, and  many  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  confined  by  a  lingering  sickness, 
and  her  body  emaciated  by  disease, 
yet  a  holy  serenity  appears  in  her 
countenance,  and  her  language 
breathes  nothing  but  heavenly  sub- 
mission and  resignation  to  the  divine 
will.  Nay,  at  times,  it  is  more  than 
mere  submission,  it  is  joy  and  glad- 
ness, for  the  promises  of  the  Gospel 
are  indeed  to  her,  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promises. 

Brother  P.  and  myself,  accompa- 
nied by  some  of  the  members  of  our 
church,  met  together  under  their 
lowly  roof,  and  solemnly  received 
them  to  the  communion,  by  parta- 
king with  them  of  the  emblems  of 
the  broken  body  and  shed  blood  of 
Him,  who  said  "  Do  this  in  remem- 
brance of  me."  It  was  an  interesting 
sight  to  see  the  father,  mother,  and 
son,  rthe  two  last  unable  to  leave 
their  beds,)  all  joining  to  commemo- 
rate the  aying  love  of  their  Re- 
deemer. 

To  add  to  the  trials  of  this  afflicted 
family,  the  eldest  son  has  returned, 
severely  suffering  from  fever  and 
ague  caught  in  the  West. 
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EFFORTS  AT  SELF  SUPPORT. 

Our  little  church  are  making  great 
efforts  to  erect  a  house  for  public  wor- 
ship ;  and  a  contract  has  been  made 
to  have  the  frame  raised  next  month. 
This  fact,  together  with  the  hard 
times,  renders  it  necessary  that  they 
should  receive  aid  during  the  remain- 
ing six  months  of  the  year.  A  more 
systematic,  and  I  trust  efficient  plan 
has  been  adopted,  for  obtaining  sub- 
scriptions, than  we  have  hitherto 
had  ;  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  sup- 
port the  Gospel,  without  asking  for 
aid  from  your  Society  after  this  year. 
Some  of  our  people  would  be  willing 
to  take  their  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility'of  doing  it  now,  and  we  hope 
all  will  soon  feel  that  it  can  he  done. 
One  member  of  the  church,  who  has 
always  subscribed  liberally  for  sup- 
porting the  Gospel,  this  year  added 
$10  to  his  last  year's  subscription, 
on  the  principle  that  as  some  could 
not  pay  as  much  as  usual  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hard  times,  it  was  the 
privilege  of  those  who  could  possibly 
do  it,  to  increase  their  subscriptions. 

To-morrow  is  our  communion  sea- 
son, and  eight  stand  propounded  for 
admission  to  the  church.  Five  of 
these  are  youth — members  of  the 
Sabbath  school.  The  other  three  are 
heads  of  families. 


THE  BBGINNINO  OF  BETTER  DAYS. 

I  found  no  prayer-meeting  estab- 
lished when  I  came  here.  Christians 
did  meet  together  some  tvQ  or  six 
years  ago ;  but  since  that  time  they 
have  been  strangers  to  each  other's 
hearts.  In  the  village,  there  were 
not  men  enough  in  the  church  to 
have  a  meeting ;  but  there  were  six  | 
or  eight  pious  females,  only  one  of  i 
whom  was  unmarried.  These  were 
soon  induced  to  meet  together  on 
Friday  of  each  week,  to  pray  for  a 

blessing  upon  the  youth.    At ,  all 

efforts  to  have  a  prayer-meeting  have 

froved  fruitless.  After  a  few  weeks, 
appointed  a  weekly  meeting  for 
youth,  designing  to  lay  before  their 
minds  such  considerations  as  would 


lead  them  to  see  the  heauty  of  holi- 
ness, and  the  necessity  and  desira- 
bleness of  obtaining  it.  At  the  close  of 
the  second  meeting,  one  young  lady 
was  noticed  to  be  anxious.  The  next 
day  I  visited  her,  and  found  that  she 
determined  never  to  attend  ano- 
ther ball.  At  the  next  meeting,  ano- 
ther young  lady  appeared  to  be  con- 
cerned, as  she  returned  to  me  Todd's 
"Truth  made  simple,"  which  had 
been  instrumental  in  her  conviction. 
She  had  attended  the  dancing  school 
twice  a  week,  all  winter,  except  when 
confined  at  home  by  sickness.  A 
twin  sister  of  the  former  has  now, 
with  these  two,  found  peace  in  be- 
lieving. Two  men,  heads  of  fami- 
lies, indulge  hope.  They  had  not 
been  accustomed  to  attend  regularly 
at  church,  till  after  my  arrival.  But 
they  have  been  constantly  at  my 
meetings;  and  while  the  law  of  God 
and  man's  duty  to  keep  it,  have  been 
explained  and  enforced,  they  have 
felt  and  bowed  themselves  before  the 
Great  Lawgiver.  Some  backsliders 
have  been  quickened.  It  is  hoped 
that  God  will  continue  his  own  work 
of  grac«.  The  female  prayer-meet- 
ing is  still  kept  up,  and  these  young 
ladies,  who,  a  few  weeks  since,  were 
found  among  the  gay  in  the  ball- 
room, now  delight  to  bow  the  knee, 
and  offer  their  prayers  in  company 
with  their  pious  mothers.  It  should 
be  remarked,  that  this  blessing  has 
been  bestowed  only  upon  the  village, 
where  the  prayer-meeting  was  es- 
tablished. On ,  no  dew  has  fal- 
len. It  is  like  the  mountains  of 
Gilboa. 


NEW-YORK. 

From  a  missionary  Report. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a 
due  application  for  aid  by  the  trustees 
of  the  Society,  are  somewhat  per- 
plexing, arising  from  the  present  pe- 
cuniary embarrassment,  which  is  the 
more  heavily  felt  in  this  place,  as  the 
people  are  in  debt  for  their  farms. 
One  of  the  principle  elders  and  sup- 
porters of  the  Gospel  here,  has  been 
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obliged  to  suspend  his  business  and 
sell  out  his  stock  of  goods  and  erery 
thing  else.  It  is  said  that  there  was 
due  to  him  $10,000,  which  is  a  great 
sum  to  colleci  in  this  vicinity,  when 
nothing  which  the  people  have  to 
spare,  will  to  any  great  amount  bring 
the  money.  The  trustees,  who  are 
much  involved,  say  that  it  is  a  hard 
time  to  make  settlements,  and  the 
people  seem  afraid  to  subscribe  at 
present,  so  that  they  cannot,  as  yet, 
make  out  such  an  application  as  you 
desire  for.  aid.  Your  rule,  no  doubt, 
is  a  good  one,  both  for  the  people 
and  the  missionary,  but  operates 
quite  severely  on  me  in  my  present 
circumstances  ;  for  the  less  I  receive 
from  the  people,  and  the  slower  they 
are  in  paying  it^  the  more  I  need  the 
aid  of  your  Society. 

It  is  bat  a  heartless  kind  treatment  of 
commimities  laboring  under  such  embarrass- 
ments as  are  here  described,  to  say,  as  is 
sometimes  done,  that  they  have  brought  it 
upon  themselves  by  "speculation."  This 
may  be  true,  but  the  distress  is  not  on  that 
account  the  less  real^nor  the  Gospel,  in  sup- 
port of  which  they  ask  for  aid,  the  Ifess  valu- 
able to  them  and  their  children.  The  sin  of 
overtrading,  which  prevailed  so  greatly  three 
or  four  years  since,  was  not  peculiar  to  new 
settlements  and  feeble  communities.  It  was 
a  national  epidemic,  so  universal,  that  no 
part  of  the  country  can,  with  a  good  grace,  re- 
proach any  other  part  with  its  prevalence. 
It  were  far  better  to  extend  sympathy  and 
assistance,  in  retrieving  the  effects  of  the 
common  calamity. 


From  Rev.  A.  S.  Allen,  Cuba,  N.  Y. 

THREE  years'  MISSIONARY  LABOR— FDR- 
THER  AID  NOT  NECESSARY. 

It  is  now  three  years  since  I  com- 
menced preaching  the  Gospel  to  this 
people.  Through  the  kindness  of 
our  Heavenly  Father,  my  health  has 
been  excellent,  and  there  has  not 
been  a  Sabbath,  but  what  I  have  been 
able  to  labor  in  his  vineyard.  When 
I  came  here,  the  church  had  enjoyed 
the  stated  administratien  of  the  word 


of  God,  but  for  a  short  season.  They 
had  no  house  of  worship,  and  had 
done  little  or  nothing  for  the  cause 
of  benevolence.  There  were  then 
about  90  members,  as  appeared  by 
the  church  records,  but  a  nuoiber  of 
them  had  removed  from  the  place, 
without  taking  letters.  Since  that 
time,  33  have  been  dismissed  to  join 
other  churches,  and  3  excommuni- 
cated—leaving little  more  than  50  of 
the  original  members.  92  have  been 
added,  making  our  present  number 
near  150.  Those  excommunicated 
have  not  walked  with  the  church 
since  I  came  here.  The  society  have 
a  respectable  place  of  worship,  and 
are  now  able  to  support  the  Gospel 
without  further  aid  from  the  A.  H. 
M.  S.  They  are  thankful  for  the  as- 
sistance afforded,  and  intend,  by  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord,  to  repay  at  into 
the  treasury  of  your  Society.  '  The 
„  first  year  they  raised  only  150  dollars 
for  my  support.  This  year  they  have 
agreed  to  raise  $450,  and  they  are 
able  to  do  it. 

Although  for  the  past  year  the 
spiritual  state  of  the  church  has  been 
comparatively  low,  and  we, have  la- 
bored under  many  discouragements, 
yet  there  have  been  some  bright 
spots.  More  is  now  doing  for  the 
cause  of  benevolence,  than  at  any 
former  period.  The  Sabbath  school 
is  f  ourishing,  and  has  been  kept  up 
through  the  winter, — some  50  or  60 
attend.  During  the  summer  there 
were  4  schools  and  about  300  scho- 
lars, and  large  libraries :  one  school 
has  more  than  150  volumes,  ano- 
ther has  one  nearly  as  large.  There 
is  a  large  temperance  society  of 
about  300  members,  and  other  bene  vo^ 
lent  associations  and  efforts.  Our 
contributions  have  been  about  $150; 

SYSTBBIATIC   BENEVOLENCE. 

The  first  Monday  ia  the  year  was 
kept  by  this  church.  It  was  agreed 
to  make  a  more  thorough  and  syste- 
matic effort  in  aid  of  the  cause  of 
Christ,  than  had  been  done  before.  ^ 
Many  came  forward  and  pledged 
themselves  for  a  certain  amount  the 
coming  year;  to  be  taken  up  in 
monthly  colleetions.    One  man  sub^ 
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scribed  $60,  another  $25,  and  others 
$8  and  $10,  &c.,  to  be  divided  among 
the  principal  benevolent  objects  in 
certain  fixed, proportions;  and    we 


think  we  shall  raise  four  timet  as 
much  this  year  as  in  any  previous 
year.  The  times  are  hard,  but  the 
cause  of  Christ  is  dear  to  us. 


AGENCIES  OF  THE  A.  R  M.  & 


WESTERN  AGENCY,  NEW-YORK. 

Henry  D wight,  Esq.,  Geneva,  Chair- 
man, 

Rev.  M.  P.  Sq.uier,  Geneva. 

Rev.  P.  C.  Hay,  do. 

Hon.  Jacob  Sutherland,  LL.D., 
Geneva. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Hall,  Geneva. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Seelye,  do. 

Rev.  James  Richards,  D.  D.,  Auburn. 

Rev.  Josiah  Hopkins,  do. 

Rev.  M.  L.R.  P.  Thompson,  Canan- 
daigua. 

Walter  Hubbell,  Esq.,  Canandaigua. 

Rev.  Tryon  Edwards,  Rochester. 

Rev.  George  Beecher,         do. 

Rev.  George  S.Boardman,  do. 

Mr.  Aristarchus  Champion,  do. 

Rev.  A.  T.  Hopkins,  Buffalo. 

Rev.  John  C.  Lord,        do. 

Rev.  John  A.  Murray,  Geneva,  Cor, 
Secretary  and  Agent. 

V  Funds  for  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  and 
applications  from  within  the  seven- 
teen Western  Counties  of  the  State 
of  New- York,  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  Agent,  at  Geneva. 

During  the  last  14  years,  $95,772 
has  been  raised  from  this  field,  $60,- 
523  of  which  has  been  pledged  by  the 
Agency  to  its  missionaries,  leaving  a 
surplus  of  $35,000,  to  further  Home 
Missions  in  other  parts  of  our  land. 
During  this  time,  718  commissions 
have  been  issued  by  this  Agency, 
and  700  years  of  missionary  labor 
have  been  secured  to  our  churches; 
and  the  surplus  forwarded  to  the  Pa- 
rent Society,  has  probably  secured 
300  years  of  missionary  labor  to  the 
churches  in  other  parts  of  our  coun- 
try. So  that  not  far  from  tOOO  years 
ot  missionary  labor  may  be  set  down 
as  secured  to  the  churches,  the  last 
14  years,  by  this  Agency. 

During  the  year  past,  62  mission- 
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aries  have  been  commissioned,  t<i 
perform  61  years  of  missionary  labor, 
m  74  different  congregations,  and  for 
their  support  the  Board  have  voted 
$5,500.  The  whole  number  em- 
ployed by  the  Board,  including  those 
commissioned  last  year,  whose  com- 
missions extended  into  this  year,  was 
79;  and  the  whole  number  of  con- 
gregations aided  was  91.  During  the 
year,  14  new  fields  have  been  taken 
up,  and  22  missionaries  have  been 
commissioned,  who  were  never  be- 
fore commissioned  by  the  Board. 
Five  of  the  missionaries  have  been 
installed  pastors  over  their  churches. 
Twelve  meeting-houses  have  been 
completed  or  commenced ;  a  number 
of  the  churches  have  been  blessed 
with  revivals;  and  716  have  been 
added  to  the  churches — 360  of  whom 
were  on  confession  of  their  faith. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  have  been 
S9,566  27— exceeding  liie  receipts  oif 
the  last  year  $1,142. 


CENTRAL  AGENCY,  NEW- YORK. 

Mr.    Samuel    Stocking,   Utica« 
John  Bradisfa,  Esq.,  do. 

Rev.  T.  Spencer,  do. 

Rev.  John  W.  Fowler,         do. 
Mr.  Edward  Vernon,  do, 

Mr.  Sylvester  Aylesworth,  do. 
Mr.  Spencer  Kellogg,  do. 

Doct.  J.  Rathburn,  do. 

Rev.  Ira  Pcltibone,  New- York  Mills. 
Gerrit  Smith,  Esq.,  Peterborough. 
Rev.  Israel  Brainerd,  Verona. 
Rev.  Benjamin  Campbell,  Rome. 
Rev.  Dennis  Piatt,  Homer. 
Rev.  Alfred  E.  Campbell,  Coopers- 
town. 
Rev.  B.  B.  Hotchkin,  Potsdam. 
Rev.  R.  W.  Condit,  Oswego. 
Rev.  J,  B.  Hoyt,  Coventry;. 
Doct.  John  Delamater,  Fairfield. 
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Rev.  Abijah  Crane,  Utica,  Corres- 
ponding^ Secretary  and  Agent 

%*  Funds  for  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  and 
ftpplications  for  missionary  aid,  from 
that  portion  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  lying  east  6f  the  counties  of 
Cayuga,  Tompkins  and  Tioga,  nortb 
of  Delaware  and  Greene,  and  west 
of  the  Hudson  river,  should  be  sent 
to  the  Agent,  at  Utica. 

Since  the  last  report,40  commissions 
have  been  issued,  each  extending 
through  a  whole  year,  and  all  of  the 
missionaries,  except  4,  were  wholly 
employed  under  these  commissions. 
Qf  the  other  4,  three  were  employed 
half  the  time,  and  one  a  fourth  of  the 
time ;  but  in  every  case  the  mission- 
ary devoted  the  remainder  of  his  time 
to  preaching  the  Gospel  in  other 
places.  Including  those  whose  com- 
missions had  not  expired  at  the  issuing 
of  the  last  report,  there  have  been  49 
inissionafies  upon  this  field  during 


the  year,  besides  several  who  were 
commissioned  directly  by  the  Parent 
Society.  The  number  of  churches 
thus  helped  to  th«  enjoyment  of  sta* 
ted  pastoral  service,  is  62,  besides 
occasional  labor  bestowed  on  many 
others.  The  number  of  years  of  mis- 
sionary service  secured  to  this  por- 
tion of  the  Lord's  heritage,  since  the 
last  anniversary,  is  38.  The  whole 
expense  incurred  by  this  Agency, 
falling  within  th*e  year,  is  $4,393  53, 
and  the  amount  which  has  come 
into  our  Treasury,  is  $3,551;  and 
about  $1,000  has  been  sent  by  the 
Eastern  churches  to  the  general 
Treasury. 

MARIETTA  AGENCY,  O. 

A.  T.  Nye,  Esq. 

D.  Wood  bridge. 

Charles  Shipman. 

J.  M.  Amlin. 

Rev.  D.  H.  Allen,  Marietta,  Cor.  Sec. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  COLLECTIONS  FOR  BENEVOLENT  OBJECTS. 


In  gtntraU 

1.  Make  them  on  prin€ipU—%»  matters  of 
duty  and  of  conscience. 

2.  Make  thenisys/cmo^icoZZy— every  object 
having  its  specified .^im*  and  mode^  and  every 
thing  being  dope  with  promptness  and  efla- 
ciency. 

3.  Make  them  intdligmtiy^i\ie  claims  of 
«very  cause  being  spread  out  at  length,  and 
the  appropriate  motives  fully  enforced. 

4.  Make  them  from  the  whole  congregation, 
old  and  young,  rich  and  poor—each  indivi- 
dual being  called  upon  to  give  as  God  has 
prospered  him. 

6.  Make  them  as  means  of  grace  to  those 
that  give.  Present  no  motives  hut  those  of 
scripture  authority.  Let  the  utmost  kind 
ness  and  christian  courtesy  be  exhibited  by 
«very  agent  and.every  collector;  and  should 
^ny  one  decHne  giving,  be  sure  to  treat  him 
fio  that  he  may  be  approached  again. 

Jn  particular. 

1.  Let  every  cKurch  determine^  at  some 
regndftr  meetings  wh«t  benevolent  objects 


they  will  aid  in  the  course  of  the  year— fixing 
the  time,  when  the  claims  of  each  shall  be 
heard,  and  the  collections  taken  up,  and  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  three  or  more  for 
each  object,  to  superintend  the  collections. 

2.  When  the  time  assigned  for  a  given  ob- 
ject arrives,  let  such  principles,  facts,  and 
motives,  connected  with  it,  as  are  judged  most 
suitable,  be  presented,  in  the  most  public 
manner,  by  the  pastor,  or  an  agent— but 
never  wait  for  an  agent,  or  feel  that  his  pre- 
sence is  indispensable ;  ordinarily,  there  will 
be  no  occasion  for  the  service  of  an  agent,  if 
the  pastor  of  the  church  will  preach  a  sermon 
in  behalf  of  the  object  to  be  aided. 

3.  Let  the  committee  having  charge  of  this 
particular  object,  as  soon  after  the  public  ap- 
peal as  may  be,  have  a  meeting,  and  divide 
the  congregation  into  districts  or  sections,— 
appoint  one  male  and  one  female  collector  for 
each  district,  and  provide  them  with  suitable 
books,  in  which  to  take  thenamesof  all  who 
contribute  and  the  amount  they  give. 

If  the  committee  or  the  church  prefer  it,  the 
committee  themselves  mayinake  the  collec- 
tions, instead  of  appointing  collectors. 
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4  Let  the  eofiectore,  within  a  week-^or  two 
weeks  at  the  longest— call  on  every  individual 
within  their  respective  districts,  not  known 
to  be  unfriendly  to  the  object,  and  solicit  do-' 
nations — ^passing  by  none,  because  of  thdr 
youth  or  their  poverty,  and  treating  all  with 
becoming  attention  and  respect;  and  then 
report  the  result  to  their  committee  ^~  the 
whole  amount  to  be  paid  over  by  the  com- 
mittee without  delay f  into  the  treasury  for 
which  it  is  destined* 

5.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  let  the  whole 
church  and  congregation  come  together,  to 


hear  the  reports  of  these  committees,  as  well 
as  statements  and  addresses  from  their  pas- 
tor, and  such  others  as  he  may  introduce, 
and  to  make  simUar  arrangements  for  an- 
other year ;  and  if  they  have  had  no  regular 
system  before,  they  will  probably  find  thtf 
sum  total  of  their  religious  charities  increased 
from  two  to  four  fold — their  hearts  far  moro 
deeply  intsrested  than  ever  in  these  objects 
of  christian  beneficence — the  duty  of  giving, 
and  of  collecting,  pleasant  instead  of  irksomt 
— tk  means  of  grace  to  themselves  as  well  aff 
of  mercy  to  all  mankind.  «. 


Appointments  by  the  Ezecviive  Committee  of  ike  A,  H.  M.  5.,  from  May  lU  to  July 

1st,  1840. 


R$'appoiiiUd.- 

Rev.  Royil  Wert,  Walworth.  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  K.  Ware*  Burdette,  N^  Y. 

Rev.  W.  Day,  Eufield,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Z.  Eddy,  RuUedf  e  and  Randolph,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  Braiuerd,  Skenando,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  N.  PatterBoa,  Cbrbtiaua,  Del. 

Rev.  James  Hildreth,  Haversiraw,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Abraham  Browu,  Elisabeth  Fort,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Asapb  Boutelle,  Johnstown,  O. 

Rev.  Asa  Johnson,  Peru,  Ind. 

Rev.  Amasa  Jones,  Double  Branches,  Mo. 

Rev.  James  Robertson,  Sherbtooke  alid  Lendx- 

viUe,  L.  C. 
Rev.  R.  V.  Hall,  Stanstead,  L.  C. 
Rev.  L.  W.  Dunlap,  Mt.  Sterling,  III. 
Rev.  £.  J.  Sherrili,  Eaton,  L.  C. 
Rev.  S.  P.  Storrs,  ColumbUK,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  E.  J.  Chapman,  Sullivan,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Bliss  Burnap,  Bangor,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  J.  Jones,  Welch  church,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Jairus  Wilcox,  Geneseo,  III. 
Rev.  G.  G.  Poage,  Ridge  and  Pleasant  Valley,  O. 
Rev.  Amos  D.  HuUister,  Milford,  N.  Y. 


Rev.  P.  J.  Bamham,  New-Vemea,  N.  T. 
Rev.  James  Eells,  Amherst,  O. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Sftyre,  Rondout,  N.  Y.r 
Rev.  G.  C.  Wood,  Winchester,  HI. 
Kev.  Milton  Kimball,  Augusu,  lU. 
Rev.  A.  J.  Parker,  Shiptou,  L.  C. 

Not  in  commission  last  ytmr* 

Rev.  Louis  Mills,  Mumfordsville,  N.  Y. 

Rev^  W.  P.  Kendrick,  Parma  Centre,  N.  V. 

Rev.  - —  Gregg,  Hume,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  G.  E.  Delavan,  New-Paltz,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  L.  C.  Gilbert,  Bristol  and  Roek  Creekr  III. 

Rev.  Ghoram  Cross,  Richville  and  HermoB,  N.  Y^ 

Kev.  M.  Harrington,  Morrisville,  N.  V. 

Rev.  Esra  B.  Faocher,  McGrawsville.N.  Y. 

Rev.  Wm.  Chamberlain,  Alton  Presbytery,  HL 

Rev.  John  Gibbs,  Colored  ch.,  Newtown,  L.I. 

Rev.  8.  P^  Gamage,  Deposit,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Joseph  W.  Smith,  Salem^  Miefa^ 

Rev.  H.  H.  Northrop,  Dexter,  Mich. 

Rev.  Charles  Merwin,  Baldwinsville,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Charles  Jones,  La  Fargeville,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Wm.  HUl,  Newbiurgb,  N.  Y* 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  6f 
the  following  sums,  from  June  1st  to  July  1st,  1840. 


BIASSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary  Society,  $2,380  00 

Andover,  Sooth  parish,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Cooper,  by  Mr.  Peabody,  4  00 

Cummington,  First  Congy  Chttrch  Fem. 
Benev.  Society,  Miss  Clarissa  Briggs, 
Treasurer,  fO  00 

Fitchburgh,  bequest  of  the  Tate  Miss 
Sally  H.Merriam,  dec,  by  JvH.  Mer- 
riam,  40  00 

Hampshire  Miss.  Soc.,  of  which  $.30  is 
from  Dea.  David  Mack,  of  Middle- 
field,  to  const.  Rev.  Edward  Clark^ 
a  L.  M.  .  200  00 

Millbury,  West  Ch.,  Mon.  Con.  colU 

byE.W.Gofi;  10  00 

New-Bedford,  legacy  9f  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Nickerson,  by  S.  Nickerson,  100  00 

West  Attleborough,  Fem.  Home  Mist. 
Soc^  Miss  Charlotte  Hunt,  Sec,  18  20 

CONNECTICUT— 

Fairfield,  First  Cong.  Ch.,  of  which  $30 
is  from  the  mother  and  sisters  of 
Charles  L.  Mills,  of  Painted  Poit,  N. 


f  .,  to  const  him  a  L.  M.,  by  S.  A. 
Nichols,  81  44 

Meriden,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,  $34  0${ 
Young  Ladies  Sew.  Soc,  $13  58,  by 
Rev.  C.  Rich,  47  64 

New-Haven,  Rev.  T.  F.  Davies,  $5» 
Miss  M.  Hotchkiss,  $2;  Mrs.  Mary 
Dougal,  dec,  $10,  17  00 

Norwich,  First  Soc,  by  Rev.  H.  P.  Arm*,      25  W 
Stonington,  Fem.  Aux.,  by  Misa  Shef- 
field, 15  60 
NEW-YORK— 
Champlaio,  6enev.  8oe^  by  R.  Heatos^      50  00 
Cornwall,  Rev.  D.  Crane,  2  00 
Livingstonvilte,  Presb.  Ch.,                          15  00 
New-York  city,  viz  : 
Bleecker  St.  Ck.,  Mon.  Con.  coll., 

by  M.  Wilbur,  23  IS 

Mtreer  SU  Ok.t  Mon.  Con.  colL,  by 

T.  8.  Nelson,  25  0$ 

Spring"  St.  Ch.,  Rev.  Wm.  Patten, 
D.  a,  50  00 

Painted  Post,  Ladies*  Sew.  Soc,  per  C. 
M.  Pratt,  13  00 
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&«ckMter,  N.  Y^  A.  Clnmpion,  E^»       404  00 
StttjnreMiit,  N.  Y.,  Robert  GMman,  50  00 

Worcester,  N.  Y.,  Cb^  by  Rev.  A.  P. 
AUea*  25  00 

ILLINOIS-. 
Alton,  Preab.  Cb.,  coll.,  $26 ;  Fem.  Sew. 
Sec,  170  {  by  Rev.  A.  T.  Norton,  96  00 

MICHIGAN- 
Meimacthoo,  CoDff~  by  Rev.  A.  Blan- 

obtfd»  500 

Webster,  by  Rev.  D.  R.  Dixon,  12  23 

LOWER  CANADA— 
Skerbrook,  Cong.,  by  Rev.  J.  RobeH> 
•OB,  46  00 


55  72 
433 

7oa 

70  00 
45  00 


9025 


$3,657  65 

JUet^U  of  ike  Central  Jgenc^,  at  Utica,  If.  F., 
firom  Jpril^tk,  to  June  1, 1640,  Rev,  A,  Cramer 
Secretary. 

Augusta,  legacy  of  Mrs.  Philena  Raney,  to 
const  Oliver  T.  Raney,  a  L.  M.,  by  J.  J. 
Knox,  30  00 

(Simillus,  15  25 

Elbridge,  26  44 

Fayetteville,  46  56 

La  Fayette,  by  Rev.  A. K.  Barr,  26  75 

Lebanon,  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Tompkins,  7  25 

Lysander,  Fern.  Benev.  Soc.,  Mrs.  Bf.  Towns- 
end,  Trees.,  30  00 
Maolius,  54  05 
Mexicoville,  Rev.  Hugh  Carlisle,  1<^  Oa 
New-York  Mills,                                              28  00 
Orville,  by  W.  Eager,  Esq.,                              11  34 
Otisco,  Feni.  Benev.  Sec,  by  Mrs.  S.  J.  Dana, 
Trees.,  $36  18 ;  Congn  Soc.,  by  J.  C.Hitch- 
cock.  Trees.,  $29,                              ;.           58  18 
Paris  Hill,                                                         11  J9 
Pompey  Hill,                                                  20  70 
Utica,  FirttPretb.  CJL,  Fern.  Benev.  Assoc.  10  00 
Whitesboro,  Cong'l  Ch.,  5  75 

$391  46 

Meceipto  of  the  Wettem  Agency  nt  Geneva^  N.  T., 

from  April  1st  to  May  lot,  1840.    Jlev,  J,  A. 

Murray,  Secretary. 
Almond,  13  22 

Auburn, '  64  85 

Benton,  7  25 

Bergen,  First  CongU  Ch.,  by  Rev.  Mr. 

Griswold,  11  00 

Brighton,  Congn  Ch.,  25  00 

Buffalo,  Ladies'  Soc,  Mrs.  Root  Trees., 

66  25;  others,  9,  75  25 

Canaodaigua,  Thanks  Coll.,  28  00 

Castleton,  Mrs.  H.  Jones,  Trees.  Ladies' 

Soc, 
Catlin, 
Cato, 


Cayuga,  H.  Willard,  10;  others,  60  29, 

Cuba, 

East  Bloomfield,  Anson  Munson,  SO; 
others,  33, 

Enfleld, 

Erwin  Center, 

Fairport, 

Friendship, 

Geneve,  Henry  Dwight,  Esq.,  to  cons^ 
Edmund  Dwight,  Henry  Dwight,  Jr., 
Mary  Dwight,  Wm.  E.  Sill.  Esq.,  and 
Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins,  Life  Directors, 
1000;  E.  Dwifrht,10;  Mrs.  Hopkin8,5; 
Rev.  S.  Hopkins,  5;  others,  13, 

Havana, 

Hopei^ell, 
•  Huron, 

Ithaca,  D.  Bates,  Esq., 

Le  Roy,  bal.  4 ;  Miss  Emily  Ingham,  L. 
M.,  iiip«rt,  10, 

Locke,  Tmmen  B»  Brown, 

LudtowvUle, 


23  00 

200 

7  50 

70  29 

25  00 


53  00 
1  20 
14  60 
13  08 
503 


1033  00 

8  00 

25  00 

20  00 

100  00 

14  00 

300 

20  00 

30  00 
700 
500 

19  00 
13  00 
900 

41  00 
26  00 
500 
200 
500 
13  25 
500 

600 
96  00 

It 


Lyeoa,  J.  Smith,  3;  by  Mra.  J.  Siiith, 
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HAPPY  DEPARTURE  OF  "  THE  INFIDEL  RE 


CLAIMED, 


JJ 


Died,  in  Rindge,  N.  Jf .,  April  24, 
1840,  THOMAS  Jewett,  M.  D.,  aged  69. 

As  some  account  of  the  conversion 
of  this  gentleman  is  before  the  pub- 
lic, first  in  the  Pastor's  Journal,  Vol.  3, 
No.  VIII,  and  afterward  in  Tract  No. 
351,  of  the  Am.  Tract  Society,  enti- 
tled "The  Infidel  Reclaimed,"  it 
seems  due  to  the  same  public,  as  well 
as  to  the  grace  of  God,  that  a  brief 
statement  of  the  manner  of  his  death 
should  be  given. 

The  writer  of  this  is  not  a  stranger 
to  the  solicitude  that  was  felt  in  view 
of  publishing  in  a  permanent  form, 
and  for  extensive  circulation,  such  an 
account  as  is  given  in  the  Tract  above 
mentioned,  while  the  subject  of  it 
was  living.  But  in  the  good  Provi- 
dence of  God,  I  have  with  many  oth- 
ers, lived  to  witness,  with  great  satis- 
faction, the  spirit  and  conduct  exhi- 
bited by  the  "  Infidel  Reclaimed," 
while  he  lived,  and  also  to  witness, 
and  record  to  the  glory  of  sovereign 
grace,  his  peaceful,  his  triumphant 
death. 

In  regard  to  the  general  character, 
which  the  subject  of  this  obituary 
notice  maintained  after  his  conver- 
sion, it  is  sufficient  to  observe^  that 
he  abundantly  sustained  all  that  is 


stated  respecting  him  in  the  publish- 
ed account,  fulfilled  all  the  hopes  of 
the  friends,  but  none  of  the  predic- 
tions of  the  enemies  of  truth.  "  He 
adorned  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Savior  in  all  things." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  describe 
the  character  of  one,  whose  deport- 
ment every  way  was  so  entirely  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  and  pre- 
cepts of  the  gospel ;  but  only  a  few 
of  the  more  prominent  ehiistian  gra- 
ces will  be  mentioned. 

Doctor  Jewett  ever  manifested  a 
childlike  simplicity  and  teachable- 
ness of  mind,  as  pleasing  as  it  is  rare. 
As  this  dependant,  confiding,  docile 
temper  was  very  conspicuous  at  his 
conversion,  so  he  maintained  to  the 
last  hour  of  life,  a  remarkable 
willingness  to  be  instructed  and  gui- 
ded in  all  things  relative  to  his  spirit- 
ual concerns. 

He  cherished  a  warm  attachmenU 
to  the  church  and  people  of  God. 
As  soon  as  was  suitable  after  his  con- 
version, he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the 
people  of  God,  and  from  that  hour, 
loved  the  church  with  sincere  and 
aMent  affection,  prayed  for  its  peace, 
rejoiced  in  its  pro8perity,and  mourned 
in  view  of  its  afflictions.  His  feelings 
were  li^e  those  of  the  captives  at 
Babylon,  and  he  could,  with  entire 
sincerity,  adopt  their  impressive  lan- 
guage, "  If  I  fprget  thee,  O  Jeru- 
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s&lem,.let  my  right  hand  forget  her 
cunning." 

His  affection  for  the  house  and 
MTorship  of  God  was  equally  strong. 
This  he  evinced  by  a  coruttant  and 
seasonable  attendance  on  all  occa- 
sions of  worship.  In  reference  to  a 
new  place  of  worship  just  completed, 
and  in  the  erection  of  which  he  had 
felt  a  deep  interest,  he  said,  "  I  had 
rather  have  a  seat  in  that  house,  than 
in  any  other  place  on  the  face  of  the 
earth." 

He  had  an  earnest  desire  to  grow 
in  grace,  and  increase  in  usefulness. 

Exceedingly  watchful  of  his  tem- 
per and  feelings  in  all  respects,  and 
circumspect  in  all  his  words  and  ac- 
tions, he  made  growth  in  grace  and 
usefulness  in  the  cause  of  his  Re- 
deemer, the  great  object  gf  his  life. 
With  this  in  view,  he  faithfully  used 
the  means  of  grace.  Immediately 
on  his  admitting  a  hope,  he  instituted 
family  worship,  and  maintained  it 
morning  and  evening  till  his  strength 
utterly  failed.  With  the  same  de- 
sire, he  devoutly  attended  on  all  sea- 
sons of  worship,  week  days  as  well 
as  Sabbath  days ;  and  aware  of  the 
tendency  of  promiscuous  conver- 
sation on  the  Sabbath,  to  efface  good 
impressions,  he  refrained  as  much  as 
possible  from  a  habit,  to  which  some 
are  addicted,  of  talking  away  the 
intermission,  and  conscientiously 
walked  in  silence  and  tboughtful- 
ness  to  and  from  the  place  of  worship, 
morning,  noon  and  night;  alleging,  as 
the  reason,  that  in  his  case,  it  was 
^e  course  best  fitted  to  secure  the 
object  of  attendance  on  the  means  of 
grace. 

He  took  great  delight  in  hearing 
the  Gospel.  It  was  to  him  a  joyful 
sound,  and  though  as  a  man  of  some 
taste  he  could  be  pleased  with  a  dis- 

Slay  of  learning  and  eloquence,  yet 
e  rather  desired  "  the  sincere  milk 
of  the  word,  that  he  might  grow 
thereby."  And  as  he  diligently  used 
the  public  means  of  grace,  so  he 
daily  used  the  Bible,  and  prayerfully 
meditated  on  its  blessed  truths,  he 
was  nourished  up  for  "  everlasting 
life ;"  and  in  the  seven  years  of  his 
christian  life,  he  made  attainments 
in  piety  and  knowledge,  which  might 


well  humble  many  a  professor  of 
thirty  years  standing. 

He  felt  great  compassion  for  im- 
penitent sinners,  especially  for  the 
class  to  which  he  once  belonged; 
and  scarcely  to  his  dying  day  did  he 
speak  of  his  feelings,  without  uttering 
in  some  form  his  concern  for  their 
salvation. 

In  a  word,  he  "  fought  a  good 
fight^  be  kept  the  faith,"  and  I  may 
now  add,  he  has  ^'  finished  his  course 
with  joy.^ 

The  state  of  his  mind  in  his  last 
sickness,  and  in  death,  was  such  as 
might  have  been  expected  in  the  case 
of  one,  who  "in  simplicity  and 
godly  sincerity,  not  with  earthly 
wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God, 
had  his  conversation  in  this  world." 

As  soon  as  be  became  seriously  ill, 
which  was  about  three  months  be- 
fore his  death,  he  began  to  "  set  his 
house  in  order ;"  and  made  all  need- 
ful arrangements  relative  to  his  do- 
mestic affairs,  and  at  length,  those 
which  had  respect  to  his  funeral, 
with  as  much  calmness  as  In  the  case 
of  a  common  journey,  and  yet  with 
all  the  solemnity  becoming  the  sub^ 
ject. 

In  one  of  my  first  interviews  with 
him  after  he  became  ill,  and  while 
he  was  able  to  leave  his  house,  he 
spoke  substantially  as  follows:  ^I 
have  had  great  comfort  under  your 
preaching,and  I  now  have  great  peace;. 
I  am  as  happy  as  I  can  be ;  I  have  a 
strong  hope ;  my  hope  is  all  in  the 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  pur- 
chased my  redemption  with  his  own 
precious  blood.  The  way  of  palva- 
tion  appears  wonderful,  and  I  have 
great  peace  in  meditating  upon  it. 
I  sometimes  look  down  to  the  world 
of  wo,  but  I  think  I  shall  never  go 
there.  I  have  great  compassion  fbr 
sinners,  and  if  you  survive  me,  I 
want  you  to  warn  them  to  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come."  At  another 
time,  in  reference  to  the  expression 
of  an  English  infidel  when  dying, 
that  "  he  was  about  to  take  a  leap  in 
the  dark,"  the  Doctor  observed,  "  I 
am  going  to  take  a  leap  into  ther 
light.  It  is  all  light  in  heaven; 
they  have  no  need  of  the  sun^  nor  of 
the  moon,  for  the  Lord  is  theur  light,. 
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and  I  shall  soon  be  there."  Again — 
"  I  am  failing  in  body,  bat  in  faith 
and  comfort  I  am  growing  stronger 
and  stronger  every  day.  A  door  is 
open  before  me  out  of  this  world,  and 
another  is  open  before  me  into 
heaven,  the  New  Jerusalem,  the  holy 
city,  where  are  the  angels,  and  glori- 
fied saints,  and  where  God  is.  O 
what  seasons  of  joy  are  there !  Christ 
has  opened  this  door,  and  invites  us 
to  come  5  O  that  men  would  forsake 
their  sins  and  come  to  Christ!"  He 
was  asked  if  he  laid  any  claim  to 
heaven  on  the  ground  of  good  deeds; 
"O  no;  I  am  a  guilty  sinner.  It  is 
•  a  wonder  that  I  was  spared.  I  joined 
with  the  wicked  in  all  their  re- 
proaches and  injurious  reports, 
against  orthodox  ministers  and  Chris- 
tians," and  in  other  language  which 
I  cannot  report,  expressed,  as  he  fre- 
quently did,  his  abhorrence  of  his 
sins,  and  his  admiring  views  of  that 
rich  and  sovereign  grace,  which  call- 
ed him  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

At  another  time  he  said, '^  I  am 
wasting  away,  but  I  am  not  afraid  of 
•death,  nor  of  hell.  God  is  with  me. 
He  will  be  with  me  in  the  dark  valley. 
He  will  take  my  soul  from  my  body, 
into  heaven.  All  is  light— I  seem  to 
look  right  into  heaven.  I  did  not 
know  before  that  any  person  could 
have  such  near  views  of  Grod  and 
heaven,  as  I  have." 

In  the  course  of  his  sickness,  he 
exhibited  remarkable  patience  and 
submission,  though  his  sufferings  for 
the  last  two  weeks  of  his  life  were 
■singularly  distressing.  He  used  his 
strength  in  praising  God,  and  ex- 
horting his  brethren  and  fellow  citi- 
zens,nearly  two  hundred  of  whom  cal- 
led on  him^one  or  more  at  a  time,in  the 
course  of  his  confinement.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  he  occupied  for  two  months, 
three  hours  a  day  in  conversation. 
On  one  occasion  he  said,  "  What 
can  I  do  better  than  to  talk  my  life 
out  for  my  fellow  mortals.  Christ 
poured  out  hia  life  for  a  guilty  world." 
On  one  of  the  family  rising  to  wait 
upon  him  he  said,  **  I  sleep  under  the 
banner  of  Christ— go  lay  yourself 
down  to  sleep  in  his  arms;  I  need 
fio  one  to  sit  up;  the  presence  of 
Christ  overshadows  me." 


At  another  time, — "  I  have  found 
him  whom  my  soul  loveth.  I  feel 
quiet  and  happy  in  his  presence ;  I 
feel  that  I  have  done  with  earth,  and 
I  have  comforting  views  of  Christ's 
goodness  and  love,  and  feefno  choice 
whether  to  live  or  die,— just  as  God 
wills.  I  lay  myself  in  his  arms,  his 
spirit  dwells  with  me.  O  the  won- 
derful plan  of  salvation!  I  never 
sought  the  Lord,  but  he  sought  me, 
and  found  me,  and  my  soul  shall 
praise  him  for  ever." 

Again— "Bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
soul,  and  magnify  his  name,  for  his 
riches,  for  his  wonderful  kindness, 
his  tender  mercies  to  me,  a  sinner. 
O  the  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 
*  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heaitl, 
neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  that  God  hath  pre- 
pared for  them  that  love  him.' 

"  Why  was  I  made  to  bear  his  voice, 
And  enter  while  there's  room ; 

While  thousands  make  a  wretched  choict^ 
And  rather  starve  than  come." 

"Blessed  be  the  name  of  that  Saviour, 
who  allowed  me  to  enter  before  it 
was  too  late.  O  had  1  sought  the 
Lord  in  my  youth,  how  much  I 
might  have  enjoyed.  All  you,  my 
children,  remember  yeur  Creator, 
now — now — even  to-day,  and  not 
abuse  his  tendercare  and  compassion." 
The  last  time  I  saw  him  alive,  was 
two  days  before  he  died.  He  said, 
"I  may  live  till  to-morrow,  but  I 
wish  you  to  read  the  21st  chapter  of 
the  Revelation,containingthe  account 
of  the  holy  city.  I  wish  to  hear  that 
once  more  before  I  die.  As  soon  as 
the  reading  was  closed,  he  said  with 
great  earnestness,  "  Is  not  that  worth 
living  for  seventy  years  in  such  pain 
and  anguish  as  I  now  endure  ?  Yes, 
O  yes;  worth  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  years  of  pain  to  obtain  such 
an  eternal  inheritance.  And  I  shall 
soon  be  there."  On  th€f  morning 
which  closed  his  life,  he  uttered  some 
strong  expression  in  regard  to  the 
burning  thirst  which  he  suffered,  and 
then  exclaimed,  "  I  long  to  drink  of 
the  water  that  flows  from  the  throne 
of  aod  and  the  Lamb."  To  the 
question,  "  do  you  long  to  be  gone  ?" 
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he  answered,  "  Not  till  my  work  is 
done,— not  till  my  Heavenly  Father 
is  ready."  Just  before  he  ceased  to 
.  breathe,  and  when  he  was  supposed 
to  be  unconscious  of  his  condition, 
he  was  asked,  '^do  you  know  that 
you  are  going  ?"  He  replied,  "  Yes, 
Chri§t  is  close  at  hand." 

Much  more  of  the  same  character 
might  be  transferred  to  this  paper; 
but  enough  has  been  stated,  to  indi- 
cate the  state  of  mind  in  which  the 
"Infidel  Reclaimed"  finished  his 
earthly  course, — a  state,  as  edifying 
to  his  fellow  Christians,  who  were 
permitted  to  have  interviews  with 
him  in  his  last  days,  as  it  was  suited 
to  show  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  and 
the  power  of  Divine  grace. 


INFLUENOG    OF    A   MAN's    WIFE,   ON    HIS 
CHARACTER  AND  OESTINT. 

[Furnished  by  a  Pastor.] 

Aleph  and  Beth  were  brothers 
Aleph  married  a  pious  woman  of  a 
respectable  religious  family.  I  met 
him  in  his  yard,  walking  around  with 
vigor  and  speed,  an  erect,  portly, 
ruddy,  robust  man.  His  outbuildings 
were  numerous;  and  his  yards  were 
full  of  wood,  utensils,  and  materials 
for  work.  I  went  into  his  house.  It 
was  large,  well  finished,  and  well  fur- 
nished. There  were  books  there ; 
and  they  seemed  to  be  read  and  stu- 
died. Aleph  was  a  pillar  in  the 
church,  the  parish,  and  the  iown ;  for 
he  had  a  good  wife.  ''  A  wise  woman 
buildeth  her  house.  Her  husband  is 
known  in  the  gates,  when  he  sitteth 
among  the  elders  of  the  land.  She 
looketh  well  to  the  ways  of  her  house- 
hold, and  eateth  not  the  bread  of  idle- 
ness. Her  children  arise  up,  and 
call  her  blessed;  her  husband 
also  and  he  praiseth  her.  Favor  is 
deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain ;  but  a 
woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  she 
shall  be  praised.  Give  her'  of  the 
fruit  of  her  hands  ;  and  let  her  own 
works  praise  her  in  the  gates." 

Beth  had  a  good  disposition.    He 


was  industrious,  steady  and  prudent. 
He  was  honest  and  moral,  and  re- 
spected religion ;  but  he  had  a  poor 
w  ife.  His  tali  form  was  bowed  down. 
On  his  face  was  the  expression  of 
care  and  despondency,  and  his  move- 
ments were  of  the  same  character. 
With  the  companion  and  family  that 
he  had,  he  possessed  neither  spirit 
nor  ability  to  do  any  thing  for  the 
promotion  of  religion,  and  the  public 
good.  He  did  not  prosper.  There 
was  the  aspect  of  nakedness  about 
his  barn,  and  about  hie  house,  and 
within  his  doors.  His  family  did 
not  grow  up  in  good  and  respectable 
habits.  Their  character  and  condi*. 
tion  were  not  such  as  to  cheer  him. 
He  drooped  at  length  and  died.  He 
made  no  profession  of  religion ;  but 
he  cordially  welcomed  my  visfts  as  a 
minister ;  and  I  indulged  some  hope 
that  death  was  to  gain  him ;  but  as  he 
lived  ,so  he  d  ied— in  a  cheerless  state  of 
mind.  There  was  considerable  re- 
ligion in  the  family,  such  as  it  was ; 
but  there  was  also  considerable  in- 
temperance,and  looseness  of  principle 
and  practice  in  other  branches  of 
morals.  In  the  sinking  condition 
of  the  family,  the  influence  of  the 
poor  wife  was  to  be  seen.  She  was 
not  herself  vicious;  but  she  bad  no 
high  moral  principles,  no  cultivation 
of  mind,  no  interest  in  the  improve- 
ment of  society,  no  zeal  for  neatness 
and  comfort,  for  whatsoever  things 
are  lovely  and  of  good  report  Her 
want  of  the  qualities  of  the  virtuous 
woman,  described  in  Proverbs,  made 
her  a  poor  wife,  and  her  husband  a 
poor  parishioner.  I  seem  to  see  his 
stooping  form  and  care-worn  face, 
passing  before  me.  1  seem  to  see  his 
dilapidated  buildings.  I  seem  to  see 
the  neighborhood  presenting  all 
around  the  blighting  influence  of  a 
slack  woman — a  poor  wife — upon  her 
children,  and  children's  children. 
Talk  to  me  then  of  educating  young 
men,and  of  training  them  up  to  be  good 
citizens,  good  members  of  churches, 
and  good  supporters  of  religious  so- 
cieties ;  and  I  will  tell  you  to  edticaie 
young  women  to  be  good  wives,  if 
you  would  have  men  to  be  happy 
men,  good  citizens,  and  good  parish- 
ioners. 
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Every  new  development  made  by  mo- 
dern research  into  the  history  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  of  New-England,  is  calculated  to 
awaken  greater  admiration  of  the  elevated 
character  of  their  motives,  and  the  far-reach- 
ing wisdom  of  their  plans.  The  able  report 
of  the  Massachusetts  Missionary  Society 
for  the  present  year,  drawn  up  by  the  Secre- 
tary, Rev.  Joseph  d.  Clark,  contains  some 
striking  illustrations  of  the  importance  at- 
tached to  Home  Missions  by  the  Patri- 
archs of  that  colony.  The  principles  which 
they  avowed,  and  on  which  they  acted,  are 
genuine  specimens  of  the  moral  sublime. 
In  contemplating  such  facts  as  the  follow- 
ing, who  can  help  exclaiming.  How  ines- 
timable the  privilege  of  having  such  an  an- 
cestry^of  livmg  in  a  land  whose  institutions 
have  been  modelled  by  men  who  lived,  not 
for  themselves  alone,  but  for  others,  for  pos- 
terity and  the  world! 

It  is  known — or  should  be — to 
every  son  and  daughter  of  New- 
England,  that  the  leading  motive 
which  drew  its  first  settlers  to  these 
shores,  was,  in  their  own  expressive 
language,  "  a  great  hope  and  inward 
zeal  they  had  of  laying  some  good 
foundation,  or  at  least  to  make  some 
way  thereunto,  for  the  propagating 
and  advancement  of  the  Gospel  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ;— yea,  although 
they  should  be  but  as  stepping-stones 
unto  others  for  the  performance  of 
so  great  a  work."*    In  pursuance  of 


*  NeT?i^EngIand'8  Memorial,  p,.  20. 
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this  design,  at  the  end  of  twenty- 
seven  year^  from  the  first  plantation 
of  the  colonies,  43  churches  had  been 
1  organized,  among  a  population  not 
exceeding  30,000,  thus  giving,  on  an 
average,  one  minister  to  every  six  or 
seven  hundred  souls.  Irf  1696,  which 
was  29  years  later,  there  were  134 
churches  in  New-England,  of  which 
98  were  in  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Six  of  these  were  destitute 
of  settled  ministers.  This  alarming 
destitution,  (for  so  it  appeared  in  that 
age,)  arrested  public  attention.  It 
was  not  more  distressing  to  the  va- 
cant churches  themselves,  than  it  was 
appalling  to  the  guardians  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  aroused  them  to  ac- 
tion. It  may  not  be  known  to  every 
one,  that  application  from  feeble 
churches  were  actually  made  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  Province,  soliciting 
their  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
Gospel,  just  as  they  are  now  made  to 
your  Executive  Committee — and 
met  with  as  kind  a  reception.  In  th« 
archives  of  this  state,  are  now  to  be 
found  not  less  than  fifty  such  appli- 
cations, presented  to  the  Legislature, 
between  the  years  1693  and  1711, 
and  the  record  of  as  many  appro- 
priations from  the  public  treasury, 
amounting  in  all,  to  about  £1,000,  for 
the  relief  of  these  needy  churches. 
Perhaps  the  spirit  of  that  age  cannot 
be  better  illustrated,  than  by  intro- 
ducing in  this  place  one  of  these 
petitions,  and  the  recorded  action  of 
the  General  Court  upon  it,  as  a  spe- 
cimen of  the  whole. 
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<*  T^e  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Brookfltld,  to  the  Honorable  Gene- 
ral Court  assembled  at  Boston^  No- 
vember, 1698,  humbly  shewelh  ■: 
"  1.  That  we  seem  to  be  called  of 
God  to  continue  our  habitation  in 
this  place.        *        *        *        * 

«*2.  That  it  is  an  intolerable  bur- 
den to  continue  as  we  have  done, 
without  the  preaching  of  the  Word ; 
God  doth  require  his  people  to  at- 
tend not  only  family  worship  but  his 
public  worship :  it  is  the  ordinance 
ot  God,  that  on  the  Sabbath  day  there 
should  be  an  holy  convocation,  and 
that  his  Word  be  preached  by  those 
that  are  able  and  faithful ;  and  our 
own  necessities  put  us  upon  it  ear- 
nestly to  desire  it;  both  we  and  our 
children  need  the  instructions,  re- 
bukes and  encovrragements  of  the 
Word ;  the  darkness  and  deadness  of 
our  own  hearts,  together  with  the 
many  snares  that  are  in  the  world, 
are  an  experimental  conviction  to  us, 
that  we  need  all  those  helps  and  ad- 
vantages that  God  hath  sanctified  for 
our  good. 

"  3.  That  we  are  not  able  at  pre- 
sent to  maintain  the  worship  of  God : 
we  are  but  twelve  families,  and  are 
not  of  estate  sufficient  to  give  suitable 
encouragement  to  a  minister.  We 
are  willing  to  do  to  the  outside  of 
our  ability;  but  though  we  do  as 
much  as  can  be  expected  fijom  us,  it 
will  not  amount  i«)  such  a  sum  as  a 
minister  may  reasonably  require  for 
his  labor. 

"4.  That  if  this  Honorable  Court 
would  please  to  pity  us,  and  granfus 
some  help  for  a  few  years  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  godly,  able  minis- 
ter, besides  the  advantage  that  it  may 
be  to  those  few  families  that  are  here, 
it  would  be  a  means  to  draw  many 
other  inhabitants  to  us,  whereby  we 
shall  be  so  far  assisted,  that  we  may 
of  ourselves  be  able  to  uphold  the 
worship  of  God,  and  not  be  burden- 
some to  others. 

"Under  these  considerations,  we 
humbly  beg  that  this  Honorable 
Court  would  exercise  compassbn  to 
us,  and  assign  some  relief  to  us  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  which  we 
shall  look  upon,  not  only  as  a  testi- 
mony of  your  zeal  for  the  worship  of 


God,  but  also  of  your  tender  compas- 
sion to  the  souls  of  those  whom  God 
hath  made  you  fathers  of: — And 
your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,"  &c. 
[Signed  by  15  names.] 

"Read  November  23,  1698. 

"  In  answer  to  the  above  petition, 
Ordered,  that  there  be  20  pounds 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of 
this  Province  towards  the  support  of 
an  Orthodox  minister  for  one  year, 
to  commence  from  the  time  of  the 
settlement  of  such  minister  amongst 
them. 

"Sent  up  to  the  honorable  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council 
for  concurrence. 

"  Nathaniel  Byfield,  Speaker. 

"  Read  in  Council,  November  24, 
1699,  and  Voted  a  concurrence  with 
the  Representatives. 

"  IsA.  Addington,  Secretary." 

Such  was  the  spirit  of  New-Eng- 
land's illustrious  Fathers.  In  this 
spirit,  and  on  the  principles  here 
bodied  forth  in  legislative  action, 
they  laid  the  foundations  of  this  Re- 
public, "Jesus  Christ  himself,"  in 
the  stated  ministrations  of  his  word, 
"  being  the  chief  corner  stone."  And 
it  is  strong  delusion  to  hope  that  the 
towering  structure  will  stand  an^ 
longer  than  these  foundation  princi- 
ples are  preserved.  In  the  language 
of  Cotton  Mather,  "the  Gospel  has 
evidently  been  the  making  of  our 
towns ;  and  the  blessings  of  the  up- 
per,  have  been  accompanied  with 
the  blessings  of  the  nether  springs." 
In  the  language  of  the  same  author, 
and  with  equal  truth,  every  christian 
patriot  may  add,  "  I  shall  eount  my 
country  lost,  in  the  loss  of  those  ipri- 
miiive  principles  and  primitive  ©rac- 
tices  on  which  it  was  founded." 

We  are  not  about  to  recommend 
the  turning  of  our  feeble  churches 
over  to  the  "  compassion"  of  the  Le- 
gislature. Even  if  the  step  were  less 
desperate  thtfn  it  is,  the  finger  of 
Providence  has  long  since  pointed 
out  a  better  way  of  accomplishing 
the  high  purpose  which  the  fathers 
sought  by  legislative  enactments. 
The  Massachusetts  Missionary  fito- 
cietyy  whose  history  reaches  far  back 
toward  the  days  of  those  fathers,  wa» 
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formed  by  the  worthiest  of  their 
sons,  with  no  other  design  than  to 
preserve  and  carry  out  these  tried 


principles,  till  their  redeeming  effi- 
cacy shall  be  known  in  every  section 
of  our  land,  and  throughout  the  earth. 


(tovvtuvntcatntt  of  tf^t  ^.  fB|*  sw* 


IOWA. 

From  Rev.  Asa  Tumkr,  Denmark^ 
L  T. 

At  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Mr.  T.  has  extensively^  explored  this  inte- 
resting territory,  and  we  have  from  time  to 
time  published  extracts,  giving  the  leading 
facts  communicated  in  his  correspondence. 
For  the  purpose  of  enabling  those  who  may 
be  turning  their  thoughts  to  that  region,  to 
form  more  definite  conceptions  of  the  cha- 
racter and  prospects  of  the  country  and  its 
population,  we  ^ve  below  an  account  of  a 
recent  tour  performed  by  Mr.  T.  through 
a  part  of  the  southern  counties.  It  was 
probably  not  written  with  the  expectation 
of  its  being  published,  but  its  familiar  and 
unstudied  style  will  not  render  it  the  less 
graphic  and  intelligible. 

GENERAL  REMARKS.  . 

Casting  your  eyes  on  the  map,  you 
will  see,  that  the  Mississippi  bounds 
us  on  the  east,  the  state  of  Missouri 
on  the  south,  the  Missouri  river  on 
the  west,  and,  as  yet,  the  British  Pos- 
sessions on  the  north.  iThus,  Con- 
gress has  been  bountiful  to  us  in  the 
ea:tent  of  territory,  and  Providence 
much  more  so  in  its  beauty,  variety, 
richness  of  soil,  healthiness  of  cli- 
mate, and  its  perfect  adaptation  to 
the  wants  of  civilized  men  while  in 
a  state  of  probation.  Although  our 
numbers  are  now  few,  compared  with 
older  settled  states,  still  every  one 
who  explores  this  interesting  terri- 
tory must  feel,  that  the  time  is  not 
far  distant,  when  millions  instead  of 
thousands  must  here  be  in  a  process 
of  training  for  heaven  or  for  hell. 
And  the  conviction  must  force  itself 
on  every  reflecting  mind,  that  the 
destiny  of  these  future  millions  will 


be  influenced  in  a  great  degree  by 
the  present  generation.  The  call  is 
loud  for  Christians  to  do  with  their 
might,  what  they  iittend  to  do.  The 
character  of  the  soil,  surface  of  the 
country,  &c.,  do  not  differ  mate- 
rially from  Illinois  and  other  prairie 
countries— with  the  following  excep- 
tions. The  Territory  is  better  sup- 
plied with  timber,  stone,  water  and 
water-power.  There  are  very  few 
places  where  steam-power  will  ever 
be  needed.  The  Des  Moines  and 
Skunk  rivers,  extending  across  the 
southern  portion  of  the  territory, 
with  their  various  branches,  afford 
abundance  of  timber  and  water- 
power.  The  northern  part  is  equally 
well  supplied,  so  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed. As  a  consequence,  the 
population  is  very  dense,  for  a  new 
country.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to 
say  more  On  this  subject.  The  multi- 
tudes flocking  here  for  a  permanent 
home,  show  what  men  think  of  the 
country  as  a  region  in  which  to  live 
and  die. 

TODR. 

I  left  home  on  the  ]  1th  of  June,  in 
accordance  with  your  request,  and 
although  I  have  gone  through  but  a 
small  part  of  the  territory,  I  give  you 
some  of  the  results.  My  tour  has 
been  through  the  south  part  of  Lee, 
Van  Buren,  Jefferson  and  Washing- 
ton counties. 

The  first  night  I  spent  at  West 
Pointj  a  little  village,  10  miles  west 
from  Fort  Madison.  It  contains 
about  200  inhabitants,  the  country 
around  densely  settled.  There  is  a 
Methodist,  and  a  Presbyterian  church 
of  about  thirty  members.  Preached 
in  the  evening.  The  brother  who 
has  supplied  them  is  about  leaving, 
and  a  good  man  would  be  very  ac- 
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ceptable  to  the  people.  I  am  always 
urged  to  preach  as  I  pass  through 
the  place.  . 

Five  miles  west  is  Tuscarora^  a 
densely  settled  neighborhood,  with  a 
few  professors  of  religion,and  contain- 
ing a  class  of  people  who  are  ready  to 
hear  the  Gospel.  A  licentiate  of  the 
Congregational  association  of  Illi- 
nois is  now  teaching  school  there, 
and  preaching  to  them  on  the  Sab* 
bath.  But  you  know  that  no  common 
man  can  do  his  duty  as  a  teacher  and 
as  a  minister  at  the  same  time. 

The  rest  of  this  county,  south  of 
Tuscarora — with  the  exception  of  a 
fraction  on  the  west— will,  for  aught 
I  see,  fall  under  the  influence  of  the 
Mormons. 

Church  formed'^minister  needed, 

Farmington  was  my  next  place. 
Here  I  was  met  by  Br.  Clark,  (of 
Fort  Madison,)  who  spent  the  Sab- 
bath with  me.  Our  design  was  to 
have  preached  two  days,  but  the 
"weather  was  so  stormy,  both  on 
Saturday  and  Sabbath,  that  few 
could  attend.  In  addition  to  this,  my 
old  acquaintance,  Fever-Ague,  paid 
me  a  visit,  which  took  up  all  my 
time.  A  church  was  organized  of  14 
members.  Most  of  these,  I  trust, 
will  engage  heartily  in  the  service 
of  the  Lord.  Their  ardent  desire  is, 
that  you  will  send  them  a  minister — 
a  Congregational  minister  will  pro- 
bably suit  them  best.  This  place  I 
deem  one  of  importance.  It  now 
contains  250  inhabitants— is  situated 
on  the  Des  Moines  rivef,  about  40 
miles  by  water  and  30  by  land,  from 
the  Mississippi.  Just  above  the  town, 
there  is  a  small  fall  in  the  river,  upon 
which  saw  and  grist  mills  are  now  in 
operation.  There  is  also  a  steam  saw- 
mill in  the  town.  Steamboats  reach 
here  without  hindrance  in  the  Fall 
and  Sprinff.  The  countrjr  around, 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  is  densely 
settled,  and  I  think  the  demand  for  a 
minister  is  imperious.  The  little 
church  would  do  what  they  could ; 
and  other  citizens  of  the  place  would 
cheerfully  contribute  to  his  support 
They  already  have  a  house,  about  25 
by  30  feet,  now  enclosed,  and  design 


to  finish  it  immediately.  This  house 
would  be  well  fiUed  if  they  had  a 
minister. 

Abner  Kneeland. 

But  there  are  also  special  reasons, 
why  a  man,  a  good  man,  a  strong 
man,  should  be  sent  there  forthwith. 
Two  and  a  half  miles  below,  is 
Abner  Kneeland,  the  great  apostle  of 
Atheism,  with  a  band  of  his  follow- 
ers. Till,  my  tour  through  the  coun- 
try, I  supposed  but  little  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  his  influ- 
ence; but  alas  !  the  heart  of  depraved 
man  will  believe  anything  that  is 
false-  And,  strange  to  tell,  many 
have  become  the  followers  of  him 
who  says  in  heart,  "There  is  no 
God."  He  has  distributed  his  books 
around  the  country  with  a  zeal  and 
liberality  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 
These  have  taken,  not  simply  with 
the  grossly  immoral,  hot  have  sub- 
verted the  minds  ofmany  who  were 
esteemed  firm  believers  in  Revela- 
tion. I  met  a  young  man  whom  I 
had  known  years  ago.  He  was  then 
moral  and  amiable,  and  once  thought 
he  had  given  his  heart  to  the  Saviour. 
For  three  years,  he  has  been  one  of 
the  leaders  in  trying  to  preserve  a 
little  regard  for  the  Sabbath,  sustain 
a  Sabbath  school,  &c.  In  conversa- 
tion, he  said, "  I  would  give  the  world 
if  I  could  be  delivered  from  my 
doubts  of  the  truth  of  the  Bible."  I 
found  that  infidel  objections  had 
overpowered  his  reason,  and  held 
him  in  their  cold,  icv  chains.  A 
pious  lady  said  to  me,  "  My  brother- 
in-law  was  once  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  but  now  he  is 
one  of  the  firmest  supporters  of  Abner 
Kneeland."  Two  weeks  ago  last 
Saturday,  there  was  a  political  con- 
vention at  the  county  seat  for  the 
nomination  of  territorial  and  county- 
officers.  Abner  Kneeland  was  nomi- 
nated to  the  first  office — that  of  mem- 
ber of  the  council  (senate)  ;  a  brother 
in  the  faith  to  the  house  ^of  repre- 
sentatives; and  every  nominee,  but 
one,  is  a  professed  infidel.  These 
facts  need  no  comment. 

My  next  preaching  place  was 
Krosangua  (formerly  Van  Buren,) 
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the  county  seat  of  Van  Buren  Co., 
18  miles  from  Farmington.  This 
place  is  also  situated  on  the  Des 
Moines  river — very  new — about  200 
inhabitants.  I  arrived  aboiit  sunset, 
very  feeble  from  my  chill  the  day 
past, — still  I  must  preach.  With 
half  an  hour's  notice,  about  100  per- 
sons assembled.  I  talked  to  them  of 
the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  — its 
adaptation  to  form  the  character  of  a 
people,  especially  of  a  new  place,  so 
as  to  qualify  them  for  the  greatest 
amount  of  enjoyment,  here  and  here- 
after. After  meeting,  several  pledged 
a  hundred  dollars  each,  to  help 
build  a  house  of  worship ;  and  a 
strong  desire  was  that  a  minister 
might  be  sent  them.  A  Presbyterian 
would  suit  best. 

This  I  regard  as  another  post,  that 
miist  be  occupied — thus  giving  to  the 
county  of  Van  Buren,  and  the  lower 
part  of  Lee,  two  ministers. 

Physical  character  of  the  country  on 
the  Des  Moines, 

This  county  (Van  Buren)  con- 
tains about  6,000  inhabitants.  The 
Desmoines  runs  through  it  diago- 
nally from  N.  West  to  S.  East.  The 
stream  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
sheets  of  water  I  ever  saw ;  its  chan- 
nel is  aboit  60  or  80  rods  wide ;  the 
bottom,  stone  and  gravel,  and  so 
smooth,  that  when  fordable,  you  may 
drive  a  carriage  across  in  almost  any 
place — (I  crossed  three  times) ;  the 
water  is  so  clear  that  you  can  see 
the  bottom  at  every  sjep.  The  banks 
are  so  high  that  they  are  never  over- 
flowed. The  bottom  lands  on  either 
side  are  from  a  quarter  to  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  in  width,  and  gradually 
ascend  to  the  bluffs,  which  rise  in 
still  steeper  acclivity,  but  not,  gene- 
rally, so  abrupt  as  to  injure  the 
ground  for  farming  purposes.  You 
will  find  farms  now  almost  every 
half  mile  on  this  smiling  stream. 
But  when  some  ten  years  shall  have 
passed,  and  men  shall  have  filled  this 
valley  with  houses,  gardens  and 
•orchards,,  but  few  spots  on  earth  will 
surpass  it  in  beauty.  Steamboats 
have  now  ascended  the  river  100 
miles ',  and  up  to  the  Racoon  Forks, 


250  miles  from  the  mouth;  there  is  no 
obstruction — the  river  all  the  way, 
as  I  was  informed  by  Capt.  Hall, 
retaining  its  even  course,  and  having 
on  each  side  the  same  beautiful  inter- 
val land.  Above  the  Racoon  Forks, 
the  channel  is  not  so  wide,  but  deeper, 
and  the  distance  it  is  navigable  is 
unknown.  The  mean  depth  where 
I  crossed  it,  was  from  1|  to  2i  feet. 
This  was  about  its  lowest  stage.  For 
several  months  in  the  Spring  and 
Fall  it  is  from  10  to  20  feet  deep. 
From  the  stream  on  each  side,  the 
various  creeks  carry  out  large  bodies 
of  timber,  and  diversify  the  adjoining 
country  in  beautiful  proportions  of 
prairie  and  woodland. 

I  have  been  thus  minute,  that  you 
may  see  how  important  it  is,  that  at 
least  two  men  should  be  stationed 
in  Van  Buren  Co.  immediately.  I 
might  refer  you  to  many  other  little 
towns  where  men  are  needed,  but 
prefer  to  direct  your  attention  to  the 
two  points,  Farmington  and  Kro- 
sangua. 

Fairfield,  county  seat  of  Jeffer- 
son. Spent  the  Sabbath.  Here  is  a 
little  Congregational  church  of  14 
members.  Administered  the  Lord's 
Supper.  The  united  voice  is,  "  Send 
us  a  minister."  The  members  of 
this  church  are  mostly  poor.  One 
old  man,  almost  three-score  and  ten, 
has  two  children  missionaries  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  one  studying 
theology  at  New-Haven.  He  wants  a 
minister.  The  county  would  present 
a  most  in  vjting  field  for  one  who  loves 
to  labor  in  laying  the  foundations. 
Jefferson  is  well  timbered,  well  wa- 
tered, and  although  one  year  ago 
last  January,  there  were  scarcely  any 
inhabitants,  I  was  surprised  to  find 
all  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
settled  as  densely  as  many  parts  of 
Morgan  Co.,  Illinois. 

From  Fairfield,  I  went  to  Brigh' 
ton^  Washington  Co.,  north  ef  Jeffer- 
son. I  must  say,  that  aroimd  here, 
is  some  of  the  most  beautiful  land  I 
have  ever  seen.  Here  I  found  8  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  church, 
and  2  Associate  Reformed  Presby- 
terians. Some  50  or  60  gathered 
together  to  hear  the  word  of  life  on 
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a  very  short  notice.  Tlieir  desire  is 
that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  be 
spoken  to  them  from  Sabbath  to 
Sabbath.  This  field  might,  for  the 
present,  be  united  with  Fairfield; 
unless  a  man  can  be  spared  for  Wash- 
ington, which  would  be  greatly  to  be 
preferred.  My  present  call  would 
be  for  at  least  three  men. 

Healthiness  of  low  a, 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  Territory 
is  as  healthy  as  New-England,  except 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  some 
few  of  the  smaller  streams.  My  own 
sickness  was  brought  on  last  Summer, 
by  going  beyond  my  strength,  and 
beyond  the  dictates  of  prudence  for 
any  person.  Urged  out  by  what  I 
thought  my  duty,  I  brought  on  a 
relapse. 

{To  he  continued.) 


WISCONSIN. 

From  Rev,  S.  Peet,  Milwaukie,  W,  T, 

The  close  of  another  quarter  of  my 
labors  here,  finds  us  in  a  prosperous 
and  progressive  state.  The  tide  of 
emigration  has  brought  to  our  place 
several  interesting  private  families, 
who  seem  likely  to  do  good  among 
us ;  and  what  is  still  better,  God  has 
appeared  among  us,  in  a  small  de- 
gree. Five  individuals  are  indulging 
hope. 

Our  late  meeting  of  Presbytery, 
was  very  interesting.  Nine  ministers 
were  present,  and  all  the  churches 
were  represented  except  Grreen  Bay. 
Ministers  are  coming  among  us  in 
considerable  numbers.  Five  have 
already  arrived ;  others  are  expected 
soon.  The  reports  on  the  state  of 
religion  at  Presbytery  were  very 
interesting.  The  prospects  of  our 
cause  in' this  Teriritory  are  exceed- 
ingly animating. 

From  other  letters  we  le&rn,  that  our  mil* 
sionaries,  Rev.  Messrs.  Parsons,  Arms  and 
Sherman,  have  entered  on  their  labors  in 
Wisconsin,  with  good  pr6iH>ects. 


ILLINOIS. 
From  a  Missionary  Report, 

SYSTEMATIC  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

There  is  one  subject  to  which  we 
have  given  some  attention  within  the 
last  three  months,  which  I  flatter 
myself  will  be  of  use  to  this  church 
a^d  to  the  world.  As  you  are  al- 
ready informed,  nearly  every  member 
of  this  church  is  in  embarrassed 
pecuniary  circumstances.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  fact,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  various  objects  of  benevolence 
have  beep  too  far  overlooked.  We 
have  contributed  as  opportunity  was 
presented,  if  we  happened  to  have 
any  thing  in  our  pockets ;  but  the 
grand  difficulty  has  beep,  (and  it  is 
not  a  difficulty  with  us  alone,)  we 
have  not  laid  our  plans  so  as  to  act 
with  system.  This  evil  must  be 
removed.  I  do  not  know  how  rapid 
will  be  our  progress  in  reform,  but 
we  have  commenced  it.  My  sugges- 
tion to  our  people  was — Let  every 
individual  make  up  his  mind  how 
much,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  he 
will  do  for  the  year.  Let  him  who 
cultivates  the  soil  appropriate  the 
avails  of  a  certain  portion  of  land — 
say  an  acre  of  wheat,  or  more,  as  the 
case  may  be — let  him  who  has  com- 
menced keeping  a  dairy,  appropriate 
the  avails  of  it  for  a  specified  length 
of  time,  &c.  &c.  The  effects  of  this 
would  doubtless  be  to  lead  Christians 
to  inform  themselves  as  to  the  claims 
of  the  different  objects  of  benevo- 
lence, and,  of  course,  to  be  more 
interested  in  them.  It  will  lead  the 
Christian  to  feel  more  deeply  his 
individual  responsibility — to  culti- 
vate a  spirit  of^  benevolence — to  en- 
large his  view  of  the  field  which  is 
to  be  brought  under  moral  culture, 
and  to  secure  the  blessing  promised 
to  the  liberal  soul. 

We  commend  the  system  of  our  correspon- 
dent, so  far  as  it  goes.  It  will  be  seen, 
however,  that  his  plan  refers  only  to  a  sys- 
tem of  providing  the  means  for  benevolent 
objects.  Something  more  is  wanted  to  in- 
sure that  the  money  thus  earned  shall  be 
promptly  collected  and  applied  to  the  va- 
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nous  objects  of  charity.  For  this  end,  we 
refer  to  the  plan  frequently  advocated  incur 
columns,  and  which  contains  the  following 
provisions— via :  each  cause  has  a  stated 
time— is  presented  personally  by  collectors— 
and  carried  to  every  man,  woman  and  child, 
not  known  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  object 

This  plan  is  gaining  alteniion  more  and 
more,  and  new  testimonies  to  its  successful 
operation  are  frequently  coming  to  oui 
knowledge. 


From  the  Rev,  A,  Gaston^  Gaf- Grove 
and  Rock  River  Rapids^  III, 

REVIVAL. 

At  Gap-Grove,  we  have  enjoyed  a 
season  of  refreshing  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord.  For  some  time, 
considerable  seriousness  had  been 
manifested,  and  one  young  man  hope- 
fully converted.  A  special  effort  was 
made  for  the  salvation  of  sinners 
about  the  20th  of  May.  In  this  I 
was  assisted  by  three  brethren.  For 
some  days,  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles  prevented  much  success. 
God  at  length  brought  out  the  sin  of 
some  who  professed  to  be  his  follow 
ers — the  church  humbled  herself 
before  the  Lord,  and  the  work  revived 
afresh.  About  15  individuals,  we 
have  reason  to  think,  became  the 
subjects  of  converting  grace.  Others, 
backsliders,  have  been  reclaimed,  and 
Christians  quickened  in  duty.  Con- 
sidering all  the  cireumsrances,  it  has 
been  a  great  work.  Nearly  all  who 
are  hopefully  converted  are  those  in 
middle  life.  Not  a  child,  so  far  as  I 
know,  has  been  affected. 

One  man,  somewhat  past  middle 
life,  a  Unitarian,  has  come  out  de- 
cidedly on  the  Lord's  side.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  church,  and  has 
felt  deeply  for  him,  her  son  and  son's 
wife.  She  is  at  length  permitted  to 
rejoice  in  God,  "  with  all  her  house." 
Another  man  of  considerable  stand- 
ing, as  a  public  officer,  is  numbered 
among  the  converts.  Three  young 
ladies  engaged  in  teaching  schools, 
two  in  this  place,  and  one  in  Dixon, 
are  also  rejoicing  in  hope.  One  of 
these  was  previously  a  Universalist. 


A  peculiarity  of  this  work,  has 
been  its  solemn  stillness.  There  was 
no  excitement— no  anxious  seat ;  but 
a  simple  and  faithful  presentation  of 
truth, addressed  to  the  understandings 
of  the  audience.  It  has  been  so  dif- 
ferent from  what  was  expected  in  this 
age  of  novelties,  that  all  have  been 
surprised,  and  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge, **  it  is  the  work  of  God." 

Our  Temperance  Society  continues 
to  flourish ;  and  I  think  the  cause  is 
on  the  advance.  We  are  endeavoring, 
as  a  part  of  the  "  Rock  River  Bible 
Society,"  to  place  the  Word  of  God  in 
every  family  in  this  region. 


TENNESSEE. 

From  the  Rev.  Wm>,  Graves^  Knox 
Ck),j  Tenn. 

My  commission  came  to  hand 
when,  on  acccount  of  previous  en- 
gagements, it  was  inexpedient  that  I 
should  immediately  confine  my  la- 
bors to  the  field  designated.  I  intend 
to  do  it,  however,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. A  few  weeks  before  my  ap- 
pointment arrived,  I  had  engaged  to 
preach  monthly  at  three  different 
places  in  Knox  county.  One  was  a 
shed,  built  for  public  worship,  where 
I  had  held  a  camp-meeting,  at  which 
nine  persons  gave  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  they  had  passed  from 
death  unto  life.  The  second  sta- 
tion was  at  the  Ebenezer  church, 
where  I  had  also  held  a  meeting, 
which  resulted  in  12  or  15  hopeful 
conversions.  The  third  place,  is  one 
where  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  still  to 
continue  my  labors — first,  because  it 
is  near  me ;  secondly,  it  is  a  very 
wicked  place,  and  but  few  of  the 
inhabitants  attend  preaching  else- 
where ;  and  thirdly,.  I  have  there  a 
crowded  assembly  of  attentive  hear- 
ers, and  there  are,  at  present,  some 
indications  of  good. 

Instead  of  the  two  former  stations 
in  Knox  county,  I  have  selected  two 
points  in  Campbell  county  and  one 
in  Morgan .  The  prospects  before  me 
demand  all  my  time ;  and  the  open- 
ings for  usefulness  encourage  my 
heart.  But  I  am  surrounded  by  othtr 
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denominations  and  meet  with  some 
opposition.  Prayer-meetings  are  kept 
up  among  us  with  interest,  and  the 
Lord  appears  to  be  touching  the 
hearts  of  sinners. 


INDUNA. 

From  Rev.  R,  H.    Rankin,    Cass 
County^  la* 

TEMPORAL  AFFLICTIONS  AND  SPIRITUAL 
BLESSINGS. 

Another  year  has  come  to  a  close. 
It  has  been  one  of  affliction  and 
trial  to  us;  much  of  the  time  we 
have  been  sick.  Only  one  month 
during  the  year  have  I  been  able  to 
labor,  as  in  former  years.  God  has 
nevertheless  been  kind  and  good ;  for 
though  I  have  been  afflicted,  and 
difficulties  have  been  thrown  in  my 
way  by  those  professing  love  to 
Christ,  yet  I  have  accomplished  as 
much  as  in  any  former  year.  I  have 
even  received  more  members  to  the 
church,  both  by  certificate  and  exa- 
mination. During  the  last  quarter,  I 
have  been  more  encouraged  with  the 
prospects  of  the  Pisgah  church,  than 
for  some  time  past.  Two  have  been 
added  by  certificate,  and  a  number 
are  feeling  deeply  on  the  subject 
of  the  souPs  salvation.  Our  com- 
munion season  in  Indian  Creek  has 
just  closed.  It  was  one  of  interest ; 
five  individuals  united  with  us  for 
the  first  time.  They  are,  I  believe, 
as  hopeful  cases  as  I  have  ever  re- 
ceived to  the  church.  They  are 
heads  of  families,  two  of  them  up 
wards  of  fifty  years  of  age.  Two 
others  have  been  added  by  certificate 
since  my  last  report,  and  many  among 
the  young  are  feeling  much  on  the 
subject  of  religion ;  and  it  is  manifest 
that  God  is  with  us  in  mercy.  All 
that  has  been  accomplished,  has  been 
done  by  the  plain  preaching  of  the 
word.  The  Sabbath  school  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

I  am  not  yet  able  to  labor  as  I 
would  wish,  but  my  health  is  recruit 
ing;  1  suffered  much  during  the 
Spring.  During  the  year,  God  has 
made  no  breach  in  these  churches  by 


death.  It  probably  will  not  be  so 
long.  I  have  j ust  come  from  the  bed- 
side of  one  who  will,  it  is  likely,  in 
a  few  days  be  numbered  with  the 
dead.  But  we  trust  she  is  goins  to  a 
better  country;  and  will  not  leave 
her  husband  and  friends  to  weep  as 
those  who  have  no  hope. 


From  the  Rev,  W.  W.  Woods,  Put- 
namville,  la. 

In  the  midst  of  all  our  agitations 
and  commotions,  in  church  afiairs, 
we  have  great  cause  to  bless  God, 
and  take  courage,  and  go  forward. 
Since  my  last  letter,  we  have  had 
one  communion  season,  at  which 
time  four  persons  were  added  to  the 
church,  one  by  letter  and  three  on 
examination.  The  meetings  were 
full  and  solemn,  and  the  impressibti 
on  the  public  mind  must  have  been 
favorable  to  the  cause  of  truth. 

We  have  an  increasing  interest  in 
our  Bible  class  on  the  part  of  the 
church ;  many  more  heads  of  fami- 
lies are  now  engaged  than  were  for- 
merly. 


MICHIGAN. 

From  Rev,  H,  Root,  Howell,  Mich, 

REVIVAL. 

I  forward  to  yon  my  last  quarterly 
report  with  emotions  of  no  ordinary 
pleasure.  Since  my  last,  the  Lord 
has  done  great  things  for  this  dear 
people.  I  think  I  have  expressed,  in 
former  communications,  some  con- 
fidence that  God  was  again  about  to 
visit  this  place.  In  this  I  have  not 
been  disappointed.  It  became  evident 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  that 
God  was  with  his  people,  imparting 
a  spirit  of  prayer,  and  leading  them 
to  seek  and  to  expect  his  salvation. 
Yes,  there  was  sighing  and  crying 
for  the  abominations  done  in  the 
midst  of  us ;  and  God  hearkened  and 
heard  it,  and  has  appeared  gloriously 
to  build  up  Zion. 

We  engaged  in  a  protracted  m6et- 
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ing  on  the  last  of  May,  which  re-j 
suited  in  the  conversion  of  a  goodly  | 
number  of  souls.  It  was  indeed  a 
reviving  season— refreshing  to  the 
hearts  of  Christians,  and  will  be  re- 
membered with  gratitude  and  joy 
by  many  through  eternity.  Our 
meeting  closed  after  one  week's  con- 
tinuance; but  the  work  of  God's 
grace  did  not  close  with  the  meeting. 
It  still  went  forward ;  some  have 
since  come  to  Christ,  and  others  seem 
to  be  cominff.  God  is  yet  with  us, 
and  O,  may  he  never  leave  us ! 

As  the  fruits  of  the  revival,  twelve 
have  connected  themselves  with  us, 
and  others  will  doubtless  soon  follow, 
and  froni  a  most  rntei'esting  class,  the 
young  people,  and  mostly  young  men 
of  promise. 

GRATrrm)E  to  god,  and  to  the  friends 

OP  HOME  missions. 

How  pleasant  to  the  benevolent  heart,  is 
the  assuf'ance  that  its  generous  sacrifices  are 
appreciated  by  those  for  whom  they  are 
made,  and  become,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
efiectuai  in  advancing  bis  glory !  Such  joyful 
persuasion  they  may  cherish,  whose  charity 
enables  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  to  sustain  the  la- 
bors of  Christ's  ministers  ih  the  feeble 
churches  of  the  West.  The  writer  of  the 
above  goies  on  to  say : — 

A  mighty  diange  has  been  pro- 
duced amt>ng  us,  and  to  God's  name 
be  all  the  glory  I  How  shall  I  ex- 
preiss  mfy  gratitude  to  God  for  what 
my  eyes  have  seen  of  his  salvation  ? 

Many  have  been  our  trials,  but  God 
has  brought  us  triumphantly  through 
them  all,  and  *^  he  has  set  our  feet  in 
a  large  place."  "  O  that  men  would 
praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and 
for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men !" 

Could  you,  my  dear  brother,  see 
the  change  which  this  year  has 
effected  among  this  people;  could 
you  see  the  strength  which  has  been 
imparled  to  this  feeble  church  ;  could 
you  see  the  life  and  animation  which 
now  distinguish  all  its  operations, 
surely  you  would  not  think  the  small 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,' which 
you  have  appropriated  to  this  field  of 
labor,  misapplied.    For  this  aid,  in 

y«L.  zm.  14 


behalf  of  this  church  and  community, 
I  thank  you.  May  God  bless  you, 
and  enlarge  your  means  of  doing 
good! 


From  a  missionary  in  a  very  new 
region, 

AFFLICTION  DEMANDING  STMI^ATnT  AND 
AID. 

We  are  not,of  late,  calledon  to  contemplate 
trials  80  severe  as^  those  alluded  to  in  the 
following  letter,  so  frequently  as  we  were  8 
year  or  two  ago.  We  trast  that  the  ex- 
treme pressure  which  has  occasioned  much 
of  the  suffering  of  our  missionary  friends  in 
the  West,  has  already  reached  its  crisis,  and 
will  soon  begin  to  abate.  But  there  are 
many  of  them  who  must  long  pemaia  worthy 
subjects  for  sympathy  and  prayer. 

There  has  been,  during  the  last 
quarter,the  usual  attendaDceupon  the 
means  of  ^race  among  those  who  have 
enjoyed  health.  Many  of  my  peo- 
ple have  been  visited  with  sickness, 
which  hds  prevented  them  from  go- 
ing to  the  sanctuary,  or  the  place  for 
religious  conference  and  prayer.  My 
own  family  have  drank  largely  from 
the  same  bitter  cup.  tAy  ^ife  has 
not  been  able  to  attend  public  woi*- 
ship  for  four  mobths,  except  recently 
in  a  few  instances.  At<imes,  I  have 
felt  almost  ready  to  sink  under  my 
cares  and  labors  by  day,  and  watch- 
ing at  night ;  bm  underneath  us  have 
been  the  arms  of  the  Almighty,  sus- 
taining us,  while  we  have  been  led  in 
a  way  which  we  knew  not,  and  seeij 
darkness  become  light  before  us,  and 
crooked  things  straight. 

The  trials  of  ministers  and  people, 
in  places  like  this,  are  peculiar;  they 
can  be  better  felt  than  described.  I 
am  confident,  that  if  my  christian, 
friends  at  the  East  knew  one  half  of 
them,  they  would  sympathize  most 
deeply  with  us,  and  watch  the  arrival 
of  every  mail,  hoping  to  learn  some- 
thing more  favorable,  in  regard  to 
our  circumstances.  The  considera- 
tion that  this  is  not  our  rest,  and  that 
it  is  as  near  to  heaven  here  as  in 
New-England,  does  not  a  little  ta 
render  u«  coniented  and  cheerfvL 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


106 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


September^ 


A  few  years  ago,  people  here  were ' 
in  a  rage  to  get  rich;  now  the  chief 
concern  of  many  is,  how  shall  we  get 
a  living  7  How  shall  we  furnish  our- 
selves and  families  with  clothing? 
Let  the  current  of  wordly-mindedness 
run  which  way  it  may,  it  is,  after  all, 
the  same  thing,  and  is  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  which  the  servant 
of  God  meets  with,  in  his  efforts  to 
save  immortal  souls.  Such  an  obsta- 
cle is  found  here,  and  it  often  chokes 
the  word  preached,  and  renders  it 
unfruitful.  Satan  is  contending  for 
every  inch  of  ground.  He  has  an 
agent  in  this  region,  who  denies  the 
supreme  divinity  of  Christ,  and  in 
going  to  and  fro,  has  come  to  this 
place,  and  sowed  tares  among  the 
wheat.  It  is  said  he  is  about  to  form 
a  church.  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty,  to  contend  earnestly  for  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints, 
and  I  trust  that  none  of  the  flock  ever 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  me 
the  overseer,  will  be  drawn  into  the 
snare. 

Since  ray  last  report,  5  persons, 
heads  of  families,  have  been  added  to 
the  church  by  profession,  and  10 
children  received  the  ordinance  of 
baptism,  and  one  young  man  has, 
within  a  few  weeks  past,  been  hope- 
fully converted. 

I  am  greatly  in  want  of  funds,  and 
I  do  not  see.how  I  can  long  remain 
here,  unless  I  can  be  supplied.  I 
have  not  received  more  than  twelve 
dollars  in  cash,  for  my  services,  for  a 
year  and  a  half  past,  and  some  less 
than  a  hundred  dollars  in  other 
things. 


OHIO. 


SHALL  WQ   HOLD   OIT? 

This  is  a  question  which  those  who  super- 
intend the  distribution  of  the  charity  of  the 
churches,  are  often  obliged  to  ask  them- 
selves. Besides  the  great  embarrassments 
which  have  involved  the  whole  country  in 
gloom,  there  are  local  difficulties  which  press 
with  great  weight  upon  particular  communi- 
^es,  and  often  bring  quite  to  the  verge  of 
4eMniction,  ohurchu  which  we  had  sup- 


posed were  about  io  dispense  with  assist- 
ance. To  go  back  again,  and  build  them  up 
anew,  almost  from  the  foundation,  seems  a 
discouraging  task;  and  yet,  where  so  much 
has  been  done,  it  were  a  pity  all  should  be 
lost,  for  the  want  of  a  continuance  of  the 
fostering  care  of  the  Society.  To  weigh  the 
probabilities  of  success,  and  to  setde  the  rule 
of  duty,  in  each  case,  under  a  sense  of  respon- 
sibility to  the  churches,  and  above  all,  to 
God,  is  a  matter  attended  with  no  small 
solicitude  and  anxiety.  The  friends  of  Home 
Missions  should,  therefore,  not  forget  the 
Executive  Committee  in  their  supplications 
to  Heaven  in  behalf  of  the  missionary  cause. 

Our  little  church  has  been  di- 
minished by  deaths,  removals  and 
suspensions,  for  the  last  year  or  two^ 
more  than  it  has  been  increased  by 
additions;  and  although  the  ability 
and  willingness  to  support  the  minis- 
try has  increased,  the  growth  is  very 
slow.  Not  more  than  half  enough 
can  be  raised  per  annum.  I  suppose 
the  church  will  ask  for  renewed  aid 
in  the  support  of  their  pastor.  Whe* 
ther  it  should  be  granted,  I  do  not 
know.  I  desire  to  have  no  choice  in 
the  matter.  My  desire  is,  that  the 
funds  of  your  heaven-born  Society 
may  all  be  appropriated  in  the  most 
judicious  manner.  They  are  the 
contributions  of  the  pious,  and  often 
of  the  pious  poor.  I  sometimes  al- 
most fear  to  receive  funds  thus  raised. 
True,  the  small  amount  granted  by 
your  Society  is  the  chain  that  binds 
us  together— that  is.  I  see  not  how  I 
could  sustain  myseli  among  this  peo- 
ple without  it ;  and  amid  all  our  dis- 
couragements, I  have  never  seen  a 
time  when  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
leave.  I  trust  the  way  is  preparing 
for  the  ingathering  of  many  precious 
souls.  We  have  two  Sabbath  schools, 
numbering  near  fifty  scholars  each — 
and  very  respectable  congregations 
on  the  Sabbath.  I  usually  preach 
twice  or  thrice  during  the  week. 
There  seems  to  be  a  steady  and  in- 
creasing attachment  to  the  benevo- 
lent institutions  of  the  day — and 
particularly  to  the  H.  M.  Society. 
I  am  willing  to  remain  in  this  field 
another  year — yea,  even  till  death,  if 
such  be  the  Iiord's  will. 
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From  Rev,  E.  Buckingham^  Coahoc- 
ton,  O. 

BEtlVAL. 

In  making  my  annual  report  to 
your  Society.  I  have  much  cause  for 
gratitude  to  God.  The  year  has  not 
been  barren  of  good  results.  During 
the  first  part  of  it,  T  labored  under 
many  discouragements.  But  Gtod 
has  at  length  smiled  upon  us.  For 
the  last  few  weeks  we  have  enjoyed 
an  interesting  revival  of  religion. 
About  twenty  have  been  hopefully 
converted  to  God.  Many  are  still 
anxious;  and  a  solemn  religious  feel- 
ing appears  to  pervade  the  entire 
community.  Nine  have  already  at- 
tached themselves  to  my  church,  and 
several  have  united  with  the  Baptist 
church. 

This  church  numbered  but  seven- 
teen when  I  came  here.  Four  have 
been  dismissed  during  the  year,  to 
unite  with  other  churches  abroad. 
Five  have  been  added  during  the 
year  by  letter,  and  14  by  profession. 

In  view  of  the  labors  and  results 
of  the  year,  we  have  reason  to  praise 
the  name  of  God  and  take  courage. 


From  Rev. 


NEW-JERSEY. 

A.    Broion,  Elizabeth- 
Port,  N.  J. 


Dear  brother,  for  myself  and  my 
people  I  return  you,  and  through  you 
to  your  Society,many  grateful  thanks. 
Your  aid  is  timely,  and  I  hope  not 
misapplied.  This  people  are,  at  pre- 
sent, small  and  weak ;  and  are  unable, 
alone,  to  support  a  minister.  Yet  I 
feel  it  highly  important  that  the  Gos- 
pel should  be  sustained  here.  The 
great  interests  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  seem  to  require  that  it 
should  be.  But,  without  your  assist- 
ance, I  could  not  remain  very  long. 

Our  prospects  are  constantly 
brightening,  and  we  are  gradually 
acquiring  strength — though  notevery 
week,  or  month,  alike.  But  on  the 
whole,  God  has  been  kind  and  propi- 


tious ;  and  gives  us  decisive  evidence 
that  our  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord. 

REVIVAU 

The  last  quarter  has  been  rich  in 
blessings.    God  has  visited  us  with 
the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
shed  upon  us  many  precious  mercy 
drops.    There  was  a  marked  change 
in  the  aspect  of  things,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  .year ;  and,  for  a 
season,  I  thought  we  should  have  a 
revival.    Indeed,  there  were  one  or 
two  cases  of  hopeful  conversion.  But 
our  expectations  were  not  realized; 
things  settled  down  into  their  accus- 
tomed channel ;  and  nothing  farther 
appeared  until  the  first  of  May,  when 
I  found  one  case  of  awakening.  Yet, 
the  feelings  of  the  person  appeared 
to  be  very  deep  or  pungent.    About 
this  time  I  was  absent  two  Sabbaths. 
While  I  was  gone,  this  person's  con- 
victions became  known,  and  another 
was  awakened.    This  was  the  con- 
dition of  things,  so  far  as  known, 
wheti  I  returned.  The  day  after  my 
arrival,  at  our  weekly  prayer  meet- 
ing, I  perceived  that  God  was  among^ 
us,  of  a  truth.     Greater   numbers 
were  out,,  and  the  meeting  was  very 
solemn,  and  some  seven   or   eight 
were  melted  into  tears.    Ffom  this 
time,  the  work  became  distinctly  de- 
veloped, and  was  very  rapid  in  its 
progress.    Within  two  weeks,  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  were  hopefully  born 
into  the  kingdom  of  Christ.     The 
number    of    conversions   is   about 
twenty.    The  most  of  them  appear 
very  well,  and  give  pleasing  evidence 
of  a  change  of  heart.    Others  were 
convicted,   some  deeplv — ^but  their 
impressions  have  for  tne  most  part 
worn  off;  yet  we  have  proof,  that 
the  Spirit  is  still  lingering  among  us. 
Our  last  communion  was  a  most 
interesting  Sabbath  to  us,  and  one 
that  will  be  long  remembered.    We 
received  ten  to  our  church  on  pro- 
fession, and  one  by  letter.     We  ex- 
pect as  large,  or  a  larger  accession 
at  our  next  communion.    These  are 
the  first  fruits  of  our  little  revival, 
and  the  first  we  h^ve  received  from 
the  world,  since  the  organisation  of 
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our  church,  which  took  place  on  thep 
7lh  day  pr  August,  1839.  We  feel 
streDgthened  and  encouraged.  God, 
we  think,  is  approving  our  enter- 
prise, and  we  give  glory  to  his  great 
and  holy  name. 

Our  Bible  classes— one  for  youug 
ladies  and  the  other  for  young  men- 
continue  and  prosper,  and  also  the 
Sabbath  schools;  and  the  general 
aspect  of  things  appears  pleasan,t  and 
prosperous. 


NEW-YORK. 
LA.B0R  4M1D    DIBCOURAOEMENTS. 

The  writer  of  the  following  lives  not  in 
the  "  Par  Weat,"  but  iq  the  great  and  weal- 
thy state  of  New- York.  Let  men  say  what 
they  will  about  the  d^cliue  of  principle  in 
these  degenerate  days,  we  doubt  whether 
any  age  has  abounded  more  than  our  own, 
in  examples  of  resblute,  continued  endurance 
of  toil  and  privation  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 

My  supporters  are  few  and  poor, 
and  during  these  hard  times  pay  me 
scantily.  Not  one  dollar  in  money 
have  they  put  into  n)y  hands  during 
my  ten  months'  stay  among  them  ; 
but  have  rather  borrowed  from  me. 
My  whole  nominal  salary,  including 
i^issionary  aid,  is  short  of  $275.  I 
am  also  educating  my  three  chilr 
dren-— two  of  them  (if  God  please  to 
accept  them)  for  the  Gospel  mi- 
nistry. 

I  have  consumed  a  good  deal  of 
time,  and  had  ipy  attention  much 
occupied,  in  obtaining  funds  for  the 
erection  of  our  meeting-house,  the 
frame  of  which  we  hope  to  raise 
ten  days  hence. 

Since  my  last  report,  a  "  Christ-ian" 
of  popular  talents  and  insinuating 
address  has  entered  among  us,  and 
endeavored  to  overthrow  the  faith  of 
some;  against  whose  attacks  upon 
our  faith  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to 
stand  on  the  defensive,  with  the 
armor  of  the  Gospel.  And,  if  I  mis 
take  not,  the  whole  will  be  overruled 
to  the  confirmation  of  the  orthodox 
and  the  faithful.  Five  more  mem- 
bers are  expected  to  join  by  letter 
next  week,  swelling  our  number  to 


41,  of  which  16  will  have  been  added 
during  my  residence  heie. 

The  formation  of  a  church  in , 

where  I  preach  ^every  fourth  Sabbath, 
is  deferred  for  the  present,  on  ac- 
count of  the  ill  health  and  intended 
removal  from  the  place  of  an  influen- 
tial brother.  The  Sabbath  school  at 
-??— ,  is  the  only  one  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  to  see  in  operation  in  my 
field  of  labor.  It  grieves  me  to  see  so 
many  children  springing  up  toward 
maturity,  uneducated  for  Christ.  But 
the  tide  of  sectarian  influence  and 
infidel  prejudice  is  at  present  too 
strong  for  me  to  overcome.  We 
have  hope,  however,  of  success  here- 
after. Alas!  dear  brother,  the  Ca- 
naan ite  is  yet  in  the  land,  in  large 
numbers. 

While  I  write,  the  giddy,  incorri- 
gible youth  are  gathering  for  a  ball 
at  our  village  tavern,  to  waste  their 
time,  and  expend  more  money  than 
all  the  church  will  raise  for  benevo- 
lent purposes— and  taking  lessons  in 
intemperance,  which  an  innkeeper 
loves  to  foster  for  filthy  lucre's  sake. 
On  the  4th  of  July,  the  horse-race 
and  other  vulgar  sports,  in  front  of 
my  house,  made  my  spirit  groan 
within  me.*  O,  for  the  death  of  that 
monster  vice,  whose  maw  engulphs 
millions ! 


From  Rev.  R,  A.  Avery.  Edinburgh. 
N.  Y. 

A  REVIVAL  AND  ITS  EFFECTS. 

In  my  hist  communication,  I  men- 
tioned that  we  had  enjoyed  a  season 
of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord.  At  our  communion  in 
May,  our  little  church  more  than 
doubled  its  numbers.  Could  you 
and  the  friends  of  Home  Missions 
have  witnessed  that  scene — could 
you  have  been  in  our  little  sanctuary, 
and  called  to  remembrance  the  fact, 
that  but  a  little  more  than  half  a  year 
previous,  that  sanctuary  was  entirely 
deserted,  God's  day  unblushingly 
profaned,  and  the  little  church  ready 
to  despair — could  you  in  the  contrast 
have  beheld  wha^  we  witnessed — 
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the  .croifided  house,  (which,  by  Ihc 
way,  will  accommodate  from  450  to 
500,)  the  tearful  eye,  aud  the  coun- 
teuauce  made  glad  by  the  presence 
of  the  Most  High ;  and  could  you 
have  seen  the  thirty-seven,  who  stood 
forth  in  the  presence  of  this  congre- 
gation to  enter  into  solemn  cove*- 
nant  with  God  and  his  people'— not 
only  would  you  have  joined  with 
many  who  were  present  to  witness 
this  scene,in  the  exclamation,  '^What 
hath  God  wrought !"  but  you  must 
have  felt  that  *'•  it  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive." 

Of  those  who  united  with  us, 
eighteen  are  heads  of  families.  Thir- 
ty-four united  on  profession  of  their 
faith,  and  three  by  letter.  We  expect 
several  others  will  join  us  at  our  next 
communion. 

We  feel  greatly  encouraged,  and 
have  organized  a  Sabbath  school  and 
Bible  class,  which  are  well  attended. 
There  is  also  an  unusually  large  at- 
tendance for  this  place  on  all  our 
meetings,  both  on  the  Sabbath  and 
during  the  week.  Above  all,  we 
feel  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has 
not  altogether  forsaken  us.  There 
have  been  one  or  two  cases  of  hope- 
ful conversion  within  the  last  week. 

The  society  here  have  been  ma- 
iling some  slight  repairs  in  our  house 
of  worship,  and  have  built  them  a  fine 
row  of  sheds  for  the  protection  of  their 
teams  from  the  heat,  cold  and  storm. 
On  the  whole,  there  never  has  been  a 
time  since  the  organization  of  this 
church,  that  its  friends  felt  as  strong 
a  confidence  in  its  ultimate  success. 


FAITH   AND    PATIENCE    OF  THOSE    WHO 
HAVE  INHERITED  THE  PROMISES. 

I  have  been  trying  to  preach  re- 
cently on  the  kingdom  of  Christ- 
its  glorious  nature— the  method  of 
building  it  up — the  instrumentalities 
employed — perpetuity,  &c.  One  de- 
finite object  I  had  in  view  was,  to  in- 
struct my  people  in  the  history  of 
the  Church,  and  to  lead  them  to 
contemplate  the  simplicity,  faith,  self- 
denial,  and  the  whole  course  of  the 
primitive  Christians.    Had  not  Pro- 


vidence directed  roe  to  these  contem- 
plations, I  might  myself  have  mur- 
mured under  my  trials.  It  is  true  I 
heard  Paul  saying  that  he  counted  all 
things  but  loss:  I  bad  the  example 
of  Jesus:  but  they  were  extraordi- 
nary characters,  and  were  raised  up 
to  meet  a  peculiar  crisis  in  the  dis- 

fensations  of  Providence.  But  when 
saw  the  common  mass  of  the  chris- 
tian church  going  cheerfully  to  pov- 
erty, ignominy  and  death— 1  pause,  I 
wonder,  I  admire!  And  shall  I,  a 
subject  of  this  magnificent  kingdom, 
complain  ?  Shall  I  not  rather  glory 
in  being  placed  at  a  difficult  post? 
Shall  J  not  triumph  in  the  grace  of 
God?  I  am  a  weak  creature,  a  frail 
child  of  dust.  I  have  seen  moments 
when  my  heart  has  sunk  within  me ; 
but  when  I  look  at  the  great  enter- 
prise of  Christianity,  I  ride  triumph- 
antly above  the  stars ! 


OPPOSITION  TO  THE  GOSPEL. 

One  embarrassment  under  which  I 
began  here,  and  under  which  I  still 
labor;  is  prejudice.  When  I  came 
here,  the  great  -mass  of  the  popula- 
latiou  were  combined  together  in 
bitter  and  determined  opposition  to 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  to 
whomsoever  they  might  call  to  be 
their  minister.  Long  before  I  arrived, 
and  before  thev  had  any  knowledge 
of  me,  some  of  the  most  influential 
men  in  the  place,  together  with 
many  others,  covenanted  together  to 
use  all  their  influence  against  me. 
And  their  conduct  since  I  have  been 
here,  shows  that  they  were  in  earnest. 
And  even  some  members  of  the 
church,  as  it  since  appears,  were 
concerned  in  that  combination.  We 
had  no  place  of  worship  but  a  mise- 
rable old  school -house.  At  one  time, 
while  assembled  on  the  Sabbath,  we 
were  mobbed.  Subsequently,  the 
house  was  put  out  of  repair,  so  that 
for  several  Sabbaths  we  could  not 
assemble  in  it.  When  it  was  re- 
paired and  we  had  occupied  it  a  Sab- 
bath or  two,  the  door  was  fastened 
against  us  by  the  trustees,  and  we 
were  threatened  with  prosecution  if 
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we  presumed  to  occupy  it  any  longer ; 
80  we  were  driven  out,  not  having 
where  to  lay  our  heads.  There  was 
a  hall  in  the  village  which  would 
have  furnished  us  very  good  atcom- 
modations,  and  might  have  been 
spared  for  that  purpose,  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  owner,  (for  he  had 
no  use  ^rit;)  but  no  compensation 
would  induce  him  to  rent  it  to  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Since  we  were 
ousted  from  the  old  school-house, 
we  have  occupied  an  apartment  in  a 
fulling-mill.  But  this  will  be  wanted 
now  in  a  few  weeks,  for  other  pur- 
poses; and  what  we  can  do  for  a 
place  to  meet  in,  we  Irtio w  not.  The 
brethren  have  been  talking  for  a  few 
weeks  about  trying  to  build  a  church ; 
but  they  are  so  straightened  in  their 
pecuniary  concerns,  that  unless  the 
Lord  shall  raise  them  up  helpers  from 
some  other  quarter,  it  is  evident  they 
will  not  be  able  to  accomplish  the 
object :  and  except  a  house  can  be 
built,  they  can  have  no  place  but  the 
open  fiela  in  which  to  assemble ;  and 
consequently  must  suffer  Istill  greater 
embarrassment. 

As  to  the  amount  of  my  mission- 
ary labors,  it  is  not  so  great  as  it 
might  have  b^een  in  more  favorable 
circumstances^  But  I  have  done 
what  I  could.  I  have  invariably  held 
three  services  on  the  Sabbath,  one  or 
two  lectures  in  the  course  of  the 
week ;  have  usually  had  two  weekly 
prayer  meetings,  besides  two  month- 
ly concerts,  and  a  monthly  church 
conference.  Besides  attending  these 
«tated  meetings,  I  have  visited  foml- 
lies  and  individuals  as  I  could  find 
opportunity. 


AN   OUTPOST. 

Some  fifty  hopeful  conversions, 
nine  of  whom  have  united  with  this 
church,  were  the  result  of  the  revival 
mentioned  in  my  last  report.  Seven 
also  have  joined  by  letter.  The  Sab- 
bath school  numbers  upwards  of  30, 
and  is  prosperous,  considering  the 
circumstances.  The  congregation  is 
larger  than  the  house  in  which  we 
meet,  and  nothing  seems  wanting  to 
place  this  church  upon  a  permanent 


foundation,  but  a  house  of  worship; 
and  this  they  hope  to  obtain  the 
coming  year,  if  their  affairs  continue 
in  their  present  interesting  state* 
Yet  there  are  many  and  strong  ob- 
stacles. Infidelity  exerts  an  awful 
influence;  profaneness and  intempe- 
rance are  heard  and  seen  in  our 
streets,  to  ah  alarming  degree.  We 
hope,  however,  by  the  assistance  of 
divine  grace,  to  change  the  moral 
aspect  of  this  community.  It  has 
already  altered  very  much  for  the 
better. 


Proman  applicationfor  renewed  aid. 

The  prospects  of  our  church  are 
brightening;  and  since  our  last  ap- 
plication to  your  Society  for  aid,  there 
have  been  added  to  our  numbers  by 
profession,  twenty  or  more,  and  our 
congregations  are  also  increasing. 

We  are  anxious  to  retain  our  be- 
loved pastor,  whose  labors  are  sig- 
nally blessed.  Could  your  Society 
consistently  grant  us  for  the  present 
year  $100,  we  hope  that  it  may  be 
the  lasi  for  which  we  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  calling. 


From  a  Missionary  report. 

The  number  added,  during  my  la- 
bors here,  (18  months,)  is  38;  they 
are  poor,  as  to  this  world,  but  give 
gooa  evidence  that  they  love  the  Sa- 
viour, and  I  think  are  growing  in 
grace.  The  influence  of  the  church 
is  rising;  our  congregation  is  in- 
creasing, and  a  large  population  are 
yet  to  be  gathered  in.  I  feel  that 
the  Lord  has  much  people  in  this 
place.  I  know  of  no  spot  which 
is  more  emphatically  missionary 
ground,  than  this;  it  is  very  hard 
ground  to  occupy.  The  man  who 
cultivates  this  field,  must  meet  with 
sore  trials,  and  much  hardship.  The 
field  is  15  miles  square.  I  still  lec- 
ture,mostof  the  time,in  four  different 
school-houses,  and  more  or  less  in 
others.  1  have  territory  sufficient 
for  two  or  three  faithful  men.  Gladly 
would  I  remain   here,  without  aid 
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from  your  Society,  if  I  could  do  it, 
but  that  is  impossible.  1  am  under 
the  necessity  oi  keeping  a  son  and 
daughter,  the  one  16  years  old,  the 
other  14,  both  professing  1g  love 
Christ,  from  school,  for  the  want  of 
means,  as  we  have  no  school  that 
would  bcnefk  them  in  this  place. 
Two  sons  who  are  older,  and  are 
from  home  preparing  for  the  ministry, 
are  asking  for  aid  from  me,  as  they 
receive  none  from  any  other  source, 
but  labor  to  support  themselves.  If 
your  Society  grant  the  requestof  the 
church,  this  once^  I  have  no  doubt 
but  it  will  be  the  last  they  will  be 
under  the  necessity  of  asking ;  but 
will  soon  be  able  to  aid  the  Society, 
and  will  doubtless  do  something,  even 
this  year,  towards  the  amount  asked. 
The  prospects  here  are  very  flat- 
tering. I  preach  twice  on  the  Sab- 
bath to  a  large  assembly  (for  this 
place) ;  at  5  o'clock^  a  meeting  for 

Erayer  and  conversation  is  also  held 
ere,  while,  at  the  same  bour,I  preach 
again  at  another  point,  where  I  have 
one  hundred  hearers,  this  spring  and 
summer.  We  have  also  succeeded 
in  getting  under  our  influence  a 
goodly  number  of  children,  which 
this  church  were  never  able  to  do  un- 
til this  season.  In  a  word,  the  way 
b  evidently  fast  preparing  for  the  en- 
largement of  this  church.  The  Lord 
has  done  much  for  us  the  year  past ; 
and  we  believe  he  will  do  more  the 
year  to  come.  There  is  an  apparent 
desire  to  hear  the  word,  never  before 
known  in  this  place. 


CANADA. 


From  Riv.  D.  Dobie,  Huntingclon, 

REVIVAL. 

In  the  following  letter  we  have  further 
particulars  of  the  work  of  grace,  mentioned 
on  p.  33  of  the  Home  Missionary  for  June 
last. 

My  last  report  closed  with  the  hope 
that  a  work  had  begun  here,  which 
would  not  stop ',  and  I  am  happy  to 


state,  that  thus  far  our  expectations 
have  not  been  disappointed. 

Although  the  excitement  naturally 
consequent  on  a  sudden  and  interest- 
ing revival,  has  for  some  weeks  pas- 
sed away,  yet  the  truth,  mighty 
through  the  Spirit,  to  the  pulling 
down  of  strong  holds,  has  been  silent- 
ly subduing  many  to  the  cross  of 
Christ.  Several,  who  in  March  came 
to  hear  from  curiosity,  have  since 
yielded  up  their  hearts  to  God. 

One  young  man  came  for  the  pur- 
pose of  confuting  the  preacher.  He 
heard  a  discourse  on  immediate, 
hearty  and  permanent  separation 
from  the  world ;  and  went  home  to 
compare  the  sentiments  advanced, 
with  those  of  Boston  in  his  "  Four- 
fold State."  He  confidently  believed 
that  Boston  would  contradict  the 
preacher ;  but  he  was  long  in  finding 
any  passages  in  point— when,  all  at 
once,  it  struck  him,  that  Boston  and 
the  preacher  held  exactly  the  same 
sentiments.  This  conclusion  pro- 
duced first  uneasiness,  and  then  a 
resolution  to  let  th^  whole  subject 
alone.  But  conscience  resisted,  and 
proclaimed  the  urgent  necessity  of  a 
nfew  heart.  To  quiet  this  new 
preachtTy  he  resolved  to  become  bet- 
ter, without  making  it  known. — 
"James'  Anxious  Inquirer"  was  put 
into  his  hands.  This  book,  he  knew, 
was  well  spoken  of  every  where,  and, 
behold !  it  held  forth  the  same  things 
as  the  preacher  whom  he  opposed. 
While  reading  thereiUj  of  the  joy  in 
heaven  at  the  conversion  of  sinners, 
light  flashed  in  upon  his  mind.  In  a 
moment,  he  saw  himself  a  sinner ;  he 
felt  the  necessity  of  a  new  heart;  he 
humbled  himself  before  God  in  re- 
pentance, and  resolved  to  come  out 
from  the  world.  The  above  may 
serve  as  a  specimen  of  several,  who 
have  been  brought  to  a  knowledge 
of  themselves,  and  of  their  duty  to 
the  Saviour,  apparently  without  our 
instrumentality,  since  the  date  of  my 
last  report.  We  know  also  that  ma- 
ny, who  are  by  prejudice  kept  out 
qf  our  way,  have  solemnly  felt  the 
necessity  of  regeneration ;  nor  will 
they  flnd  it  an  easy  task  to  quiet  the 
convictions  which  have  been  pro- 
I  duced  in  their  minds,by  the  preaching 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


in 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


September; 


of  the  Gospel,  and  the  conversion  of 
friends. 

At  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  in  April,  16  yirere  admitted 
to  the  church.  Of  these,  4  were 
heads  of  families ;  and  6  were  young 
men — one  of  whom,  it  is  hoped,  will 
study  for  the  ministry.  Thirteen  of 
the  16  had  been  baptized  in  their 
infancy. 

At  the  communion  on  the  5ih  of 
July,  6  were  admitted.  This  was  a 
precious  communion  season.  The 
tenderness,  the  solemnity,  and  the 
nearness  to  Christ,  felt  by  the  people, 
were  truly  delightful.  The  large- 
ness of  the  congregation  on  that  day, 
suggested  the  need  of  a  larger  house ; 
but  when  we  shall  obtain  it,  is  a 
question  of  great  difficulty.  The 
building  in  which  we  now  meet,  is 
very  incommodious.  It  was  intended 
for  a  dwelling  house.  The  seats  are 
unpolished  planks — resting  oAe  upon 
the  other. 

There  have  been  additions  made 
both  to  the  number  of  scholars,  and 
to  the  number  gf  books  in  the  Sab- 
bath school.  The  average  attend- 
ance of  scholars  is  nearly  70 — and 
the  attention  manifested,  leads  us  to 
hope  for  a  blessing  on  this  nnrsery  of 
souls  immortal. 

Temperance, 

In  the  cause  of  temperance  we 
meet  with  decided  success,  and  deci- 
ded opposition.  The  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating drink  was  defended  for  the 
space  of  three  hours,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  by  a  party,  led  on  by  art  elder  in 
a  christian  church  I  He  treated  them 
in  the  tavern  adjoining,  before  the 
hour  of  meeting — and  confessed  that 
he  did  it  for  "  the  purpose  of  making 
them  speak  better."  What  throws 
additional  cause  of  grief  around  this 
man's  conduct  is,  that  the  men  whom 
he  was  thns  abetting,  are  known  as 
enemies  of  religion. 

All  who  are  admitted  to  this  church, 
express  their  determination  to  abide 
by  the  principle  of  total  abstinence ; 
and  it  has  attracted  my  attention 
more  than  once,  that  all  who  expe- 
rience a  change  of  heart,  are  without 
exception  willing  to  be  memberjs  of 


the  society,  and  advocates  of  a  cause 
which  is  blessing  thousands. 

The  monthly  concert  is  biit  thinly 
attended,  owing  to  the  great  distances 
which^he  people  have  to  come  ;  but 
every  member  of  our  church  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  the  missionary  cause. 


AASSAOHtJSBTTS. 
A  missionary's   family  visiteo  ut  A 

REVIVAL. 

I  scarcely  know  how  to  number 
the  people,  but  I  speak  cautiously, 
when  I  judge,  that  50  may  be  found 
among  us,  who  indulge  the  hope  that 
they  have  passed  from  death  unto 
life,  among  whom  are  3  of  my  own 
dear  children,  whose  ages  are  13,  15 
and  17— our  eldest  being  fat  away 
from  home,  and  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church  these  8  years  past 
and*our  youngest,  a  little  girl  of  6 
years,  giving  very  pleasing  evidence 
of  being  a  child  of  God.  Most  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  she  is  a  praying  child. 
Six  of  us  live  at  honke,  and  frequently 
we  have  ds  many  prayers  when 
kneeling  in  our  family  circle — each 
taking  turn  in  these  devotions,  so 
that  we  have  a  whole  family  leading 
in  these  delightful  services.  Our 
two  sons;  15  and  17,  appear  to  be 
working  Christians;  and  faithfully 
exhort  their  former  associates  to 
come  to  Ghrist — to  love  and  serve 
Him,  and  thus  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come. 

God  has  wrought  wondrously  for 
us ;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  desire  to 
give  him  all  the  glory.  The  work 
still  goes  on,  for  ought  I  know,  with 
unalratted  interest  and  power. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Farewell  acknowledgment. 

And  now,  in  the  providence  of 
God,  being  called  to  take  leave  of 
your  Board  as  one  of  their  mission- 
aries, I  do  it  with  thankfulness  for 
the  pastj  and  with  hope  for  the  fu- 
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ture,  that  I  may  be,  by  the  blessing 
ef  God,  able  to  render  aid  in  recruit- 
ing your  treasury  from  time  to  time, 
that  you  may  be  helped  on  in  the  en- 
terprise of  supplying  our  beloved 
country  with  a  holy,  efficient  mi- 
nistry, that  shall  make  glad  the  city 
of  our  God. 


A  SECOND  "donation  FROM  SOLDIERS." 

From  Rev.  C.  Kingsbury^  Choctaw 
Nation, 

I  have  been  much  interested  in 
reading  the  Home  Missionary,  which 
is  kindly  sent  me,  but  have  been 
often  exceedingly  pained  by  the  ac- 
counts of  hardships  and  trials,  and 
the  very  inadequate  support  of  those 
worthy  men  who  are  laboring  under 
the  direction  of  the  H.  M.  Society  to 
establish  the  Gospel,  and  to  extend 
its  blessed  influences  through  our 
new  settlements  in  the  West. 


We  are  but  a  feeble  band,  in  the 
midst  of  a  vast  natural  and  mojral 
wilderness,  but  we  have  felt  that  we 
ought  to  do  something.  At  Fort 
Towson,  where  I  pre,ach  one  fourth 
of  my  time,  we  proposed  to  devote 
the  collection  at  the  monthlyconcert 
in  April  last,  to  the  A.  H.  M.  S,  $8 
was  the  amount.  A  friend  added 
two  more.  And  before  that  week 
closed,  we  were  cheered  by  the  letter 
of  Major  Childs,  of  Florida,  [See 
Home  Missionary  for  April,]  enclosr 
ing  to  you  a  generous  donation  from 
Fort  Pierce. 

I  have  nowjhe  privilege  ef  adding 
twenty  dollars  more,  being  part  o^  a 
legacy  left  by  Corp'l  John  R.  Smith, 
who  died  last  winter  at  Fort  Towson. 
He  was  a  member  of  our  little 
church,  and  left  his ''preperty  lol)e 
applied  to  benevolent  objects.  The 
above  twenty  dollars  is  the  portion 
we  have  allotted  to  the  Home  Miss, 
Soc.  Enclosed  you  hav6  my  draft 
for  the  whole  amount.  I  wish  it 
were  in  my  power  to  send  you  i^ 
much  larger  sum. 


AUXILIARIES  AND  AGENCIES. 


PHILADELPHIHA  HOME  MISSIONARY  SO- 
CIETY. 

The  extent  of  the  field,  and  the  amount 
and  importance  of  the  misdionary  work  yet 
to  be  done  in  it,  have  led  to  a  change  in  the 
organization  for  Home  Missions,  hitherto 
known  as  the  "  Philadelphia  Agency."  In- 
stead of  a  Board  appointed  from  year  to 
year,  by  the  Executive  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S., 
an  aoxitiary  institution  has  been  formed, 
called  the  "Philadelphia  Home  Mission- 
ABf  SociBTY,"  and  having  for  its  field  the 
states  of  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware and  Maryland.  It  will  act  as  do  other 
large  auxiliaries,  in  intimate  connexion  with 
the  Parent  Society,  and  pursuing  the  same 
general  policy  in  the  selection  and  appoint- 
ment of  missionaries,  and  aiding  of  churches. 

The  following  are  the  principal  officers  for 
xha  current  year,  vix.:— 

JOU  XII.  15 


George  W.  McClelland,  Esq.,  PresU 

dent,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  E.  R.  Fairchild,  Secretary^  do. 
Thos.  Fleming,  Esq.,  TVeasureVj  do. 

EXECOTIYE  COMMITTEE. 

Isaac  Ash  mead,  {Isq. 
Rev.  A.  Barnes. 
Rev.  Thos.  Brainerd. 
Rev.  A.  Converse. 
Rev.  John  L.  Grant. 

Rev.  A.  Rood. 
Rev.  E.  Phelps. 
Rev.  John  Todd. 
Rev.  T.  T.  Waterman. 
R.  W.  Qavenport,  Esq. 
Ambrose  White,  Esq. 
Oharles  S.  Wurts,  Esq. 
Together  with  the  I'reasur/sr  aad 
Secretary. 
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Inthfir  address  to  the  public,  the  Commit- 
tee remark  :<^ 

"This  change  of  organization  for 
conducting  our  Domestic  Missions, 
it  is  believed,  will  promote  the  inte- 
rests of  the  cause  for  which  this 
Society  exists.  The  calls  for  ex- 
tending its  operations  are  daily  in- 
creasing, and  they  present  a  strong 
appeal  tor  increasing  effort  among  the 
friends  of  missions.  New  churches 
are  springing  up  within  the  limits  of 
the  Society,  which  need  its  fostering 
care ;  and  beyond  its  bounds,  on  our 
western  frontier,  there  are  extensive 
fields  destitute  of  the^  tninistry,  and 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel, 
opened  by  Providence  to  the  labors 
of  our  missionaries.  Such  are  the 
encouraging  prospects  before  us ; 
and,  with  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
God,  the  enlarged  liberality  of  the 
churches,  we  trust,  will  enable  the 
Society  to  do  more  in  the  work  of 
disseminating  the  Qospel,  and  plant 
ing  new  churches,  than  has  hereto 
fore  been  accomplished  in  t^e  field 
assigned  us." 


IfASSACHUSETTS  MISSIONARY  SOOIETY. 

The  anniversary  of  the  Massachusetts 
Missionary  Society  was  held  in  Boston  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th  May,  1840.  Addresses 
were  delivered  by  Rev.  T.  Thayer,  of  South 
Dennis,  Mass.,  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Worcester, 
pf  Salem,  Mass.,  Rev.  C.  Eddy,  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  Rev.  J.  P.  Cleveland, 
President  of  Marshall  College,  Michigan. 

Portions  of  the  exellent  Report,  presented 
by  the  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Clark,  we  select  un- 
der the  following  he'ads,  viz.  :-^ 

THE    TREASURY. 

The  resources  of  the  year  now 
closing,  amount  to  $16,937  90.  The 
expenditures  for  the  same  time,  in 
Massachusetts,  amount  to  $8,757  99 ; 
and  $3,418  42,  have  been  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society.  In  addition  to 
this  last  named  sum,  $6,307  37,  in- 
cluding several  legacies,  have  gone 
directly  to  that  Society,  from  dif- 


ferent parts  of  the  state,  without 
passing  through  your  treasury ;  so 
that  Massachusetts,  during  the  year 
past,  has  furnished  $9,725  79  to  sup- 
ply the  destitute  in  other  parts  of  the 
land  with  the  bread  of  life. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  DONE. 

The  number  of  missionaries  is  73. 
Six  of  these  are  new  applicants.  The 
rest  have  received  assistance  before. 
The  smallest  appropriation  to  any  one 
is  $50;  the  largest  $300;  the  ave- 
rage $129  45.  By  the  aid  of  this 
small  snm,  they  have  been  enabled, 
in  most  cases,  to  sustain  the  Gospel 
through  the  year.  To  46  of  the 
churches  there  have  been  added 
during  the  year,  458;  viz.,  288  by 
profession,  and  170  by  letter.  Pro- 
bably 600  have  been  added  to  them 
all. 

Six  meeting-houses  have  been  built 
or  are  now  in  progress,  and  four 
have  been  enlarged  or  repaired.  Five 
parishes  have  provided  a  "parson- 
age," or  at  least  a  house  for  the  minis- 
ter's use;  and  two  have  extricated 
themselves  from  parish  debts  to  the 
amount  of  $1,400.  Five  infant 
churches  have  meeting-houses  yet 
to  build. 

CHURCHES  RELIEVED. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  all,  that  the 
real  progress  of  Home  Missions  is  to 
be  inferred  not  so  much  from  the 
number  of  needy  churches  that  re- 
ceive missionary  aid,  as  from  the 
number  that  are  placetj  thereby  be- 
yond the  need  oj  receiving  it.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject,  it  gives  your 
Committee  great  pleasure  to  inform 
the  patrons  of  this  society,  that  eleven 
of  the  churches  mentioned  in  the 
last  annual  report  as  having  received 
assistance  the  preceding  year,  have 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  sustain- 
ing the  Gospel  alone.  Most  of  these 
have  grown  up  from  the  weakness  of 
infancy  to  their  present  stature  under 
your  fostering  care.  One  of  them  has 
been  aided  ever  since  the  Domestic 
Missionary  Society  of  Massachusetts 
was  organized ;  and  so  long  ago  as 
ll  the  time  when  Cotton  Mather  wrote 
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h^  Magnalia,  was  "  perishing  with- 
out vision,^' 


APPROPRIATIONS  REDUCED. 

No  sooner  was  it  known  that  the 
Parent  Society  was  unable  to  occupy 
new  fields  of  labor  in  the  rising  set- 
tlements of  the  West,  and  could  re- 
tain those,  already  occupied,  only  by 
reducing  "the  hire  of  the  laborers," 
which,  even  in  that  case  it  was  feared 
must  be  *'kept  back"  for  a  season, 
than  your  Committee  felt  bound,  by 
the  law  of  christian  reciprocity,  to 
make  a  reduction  in  Massachusetts 
also,  wherever  it  could  be  done  with- 
out unsettling  the  ministry.  After 
the  most  diligent  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  assisted  church 
as  its  missionary  year  expired,  the 
new  appropriation  made  to  seventeen 
of  them  has  been  reduced  $890  be- 
low the  sura  which  they  received  the 
year  preceding.  In  nearly  all  these 
cases  the  Committee  have  had  the 
happiness  to  hear  that  this  step,  and 
the  reasons  for  it,  have  received 
the  friendly  acquiescence  of  these 
churches^  though  it  has  laid  them 
under  an  additional  burden. 

SACRIFICES  OF  FEEBLE  CHURCHES. — THE 
WIDOW  AND   HER  DAUGHTERS. 

These  are  but  little  known  and 
still  less  appreciated  by  the  world  at 
large ;  for  the  spirit  which  prompts 
to  self-denial  for  the  honor  of  Christ, 
is  that  meek  and  retiring  spirit  which 
shuns  the  gaze  of  man.  And  even 
when  it  is  known,  that  "a  certain 
poor  widow "  has  (jast  in  "  two 
mites,"  who  but  the  Saviour  knows 
bow  to  estimate  the  gift?  Who  con- 
siders that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  greater 
sacrifice  than  the  costly  offerings  of 
the  rich  7  One  of  the  reports  thus 
alludes  to  such  a  widow :  '^  She  was 
one  of  the  twelve  who  were  organized 
three  years  ago  as  a  church  of  Christ 
in  this  place.  Sh*  had  three  daugh- 
ters of  mature  age,  all  in  an  uncon- 
verted state.  They  are  now  all 
members  of  this  church,  in  good 
standing.  They  have  no  mean?  of] 
support  but  their  daily  labor,  and^ 


one  of  the  daughters  has  been  an 
invalid  all  summer ;  yet  the  family 
has  contributed  $10  this  year  for  the 
support  of  the  Gospel."  No  small 
proportion  of  the  minister's  salary  in 
many  a  feeble  church,  comes  from 
such  sources. 

TRIALS  OF  THE  MISSIONARIES. 

Besides  those  which  are  common 
to  ministers  every  where,  and  at  all 
times,  there  are  some  which  are 
peculiar  to  ministers  of  feeble  so- 
cieties, or  at  least,  are  more  prevalent 
in  the  fields  which  they  cultivate 
than  in  any  others.  The  mere  fact, 
that  a  society  needs  aid  in  sustaining 
the  Gospel,  is  often  oji^ing  to  circum- 
stances which  must  of  necessity  be 
a  trial  to  the  faith  and  patience,  and 
self-denial  of  the  man  who  goes  to 
preach  the  Gospel  there.  A  mis- 
sionary in  one  of  the  stations  which 
have  never  been  occupied  by  a  Con- 
gregational preacher  till  the  past  year, 
thus  writes :  "  If  any  good  impres- 
sions are  made,  there  is  such  a  con- 
stant recurrence  of  circusses  and 
balls,  puppet-shows  and  stage-plays, 
lawsuits  and  contentions,  that  but 
little  permanent  good  seems  to  be 
effected." 

Says  another,  "I  could  easily  fill 
my  sheet  with  statements  concerning 
discouragements  and  obstacles  to  the 
catise  of  Christ  in  this  place ;  but  it 
is  enough  to  say,  that  wnatever  Uni- 
tarianism,  Universalism,  and  Infi- 
delity, seem  capable  of  doing,  in  the 
plenitude  of  their  power,  is  aone  to 
make  darkness  visible." 

Says  another,  "I  am  ministering 
to  a  small  church,  and  in  a  place 
where  vice  and  strong  delusion 
abound.  In  view  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way,  and  receiving  but  a  very 
inadequate  salary  for  my  support.  I 
have  often  been  tempted  to  leave  tne 
ground.  All  I  receive  this  year  is 
§^25,  which  is  two  or  three  hundred 
dollars  less  than  my  expenses.  I 
feel  unwilling  to  quit  this  field,  be- 
cause the  longer  I  remain,  the  more 
apparent  is  my  success,  and  because 
I  can  think  of  no  minister  who  would 
be  willing  to  labor  here  at  such  a 
sacrifice." 
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AimoitUmtnU  by  ike  Executive  Committee  of  ike  A.  U,  M.  <S.,  from  July  Ist  io  Au^ 
^  gust  1st,  1840. 


R^apponUed. 

R6T.  AiMM  D.  HolKiter,  Milford,  N.  T. 
Rer.  P.  J.  Burn  bam,  South  New«Berlin,  N.  Y. 
R«v.  James  £«H8,  Amherst,  O. 
Rev.  James  M.  »ayre,  Rondout,  N.  Y. 
R«T.  George  C.  Wood,  Hancbeqtar  and  Winches- 
ter, IIL 
Rev.  Milton  Kimball,  Augusta,  HI. 
R«T.  A.  J.  Parker,  Sbipton,  L.  C. 
Rev.  J-  M.  Gumbell,  German  Cb.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Stephen  Cook,  Peru,  N.  Y. 


Rev.  A.  D.  Chapman,  Brown  and  Kingston,  O. 
Rev.  A.  Gaston,  Gap  Grove  and  Rock  River  R»^ 

pids,  lU. 
Rev.  Wm.  McKUIichan,  Indian  Lands,  L.  C. 

Not  M  commUtion  latt  year. 

Rev.  Ghorsm  Cross,  Hermoo,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Charles  Merwin,  Baldwinsville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Cbarlee  Jones,  La  Fargeville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Wm.  Hill,  2d  Ch.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
Rer.  Wm.  H  uniting,  Greeoport,  L.  L 


^J[%e  Tikasiurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  ike  receipt  of 
the  following  sums,  from  July  1st  io  August  1st,  1840. 


MASSACHUSETtS— 

Missionary  Society ,by  J.  Punchard,Tr.,|l,000  00 
Gardner,  Evan.  Cong.,  by  Rev.  S.  Lin- 
coln, 13  00 
Northampton,  Friend,  by  E.  Williams;  ' 
Esq.,                                                       100  00 
RHODE  ISLAVD^ 
Providence,  Benef.  Cong^  Fem«Pr.  Soc, 
by  Mrs.  H.  S.  Tucker,                                1  00 
CONNECTICUT- 
New-Haven,  Kev.  E.  E.  Salisbury,              50  00 
East  Dist.  Miss.  Assoc,  viz., 
Walliogford,  Coog.  Soc,  by  Rev.  E.  R. 
Gilbert,                                                   62  00 
West.  Cons.,  by  AfcTown«end,Tren8.,vix., 
Mkldlebury,  Eli  Hlne,                                  10  00 
Orange.  North  Milford  Soc.,                         39  57 
New-Loudon,  legacy  of  the  late  Miss 
Ann  E.  Edgar,  by  W.  P.  Cleaveland, 
$150}  Sew.  Soc.,  by  Fanny  P.  Led- 
y«rd,  Sec.  $30, 
Fpper  Middietown,  Cong.  Soc,  by  Rev. 

Z.  Crocker,  ^ 

Westbrook.  colL  in  ch.,  $25;    Young 
Ladies'  Bene  v.  Soc,  $7  ;  by  Rev.  W. 

A.  Hydo, 

NEWYORK— 

Argyle,  Lewis  Hopkins, 
'CatskiH,  Henry  Whiulesey,  L.  M.,  in 

fullt 
Jeffersoq«  John  W.  Stephens,  L.  M.,  in 

full. 
New- York  city,  via  J  ,     ^ 

Central  Pftah.  Vlu,  Sab.  Sch.  No.  26, 
byHenrylde, 

TtiemacU  Pr$9b.  Oh^  by  G.  P.  FKch, 
W.  L,King, 
Painted  Post,  a  lady,  to  const.  Thomas 

McBurney  a  L.  M., 
Peru,  by  Rev.  S.  Cook. 
WesiBloomfieid,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the 

late  Mrs.  Fally  Taylor,  by  Rev.  W. 

B.  Tompkins,  Executor, 

OHIO-  ,        .,      , 

Euclid,  Mrs.  Shaw,  in  part  of  avails  of 


180  00 
17  50 

32  00 

1  00 
10  00 
10  00 


378 
46  82 
10  00 

30  00 
5  00 


200  00 


land,  given  by  her  to  the  Society,  by 
Rev.  W.  F.  Currx, 
MICHIGAN— 
Afti  Arbor,  0.  Kellogtri    , 


20  00 
400 


ARKANSAS— 

Fort  Towson,  Men.  Con.  coll.,  $8; 
Friend,  $2  ;  bequest  of  corporal  John 
R.  Smith,  $20 ;  by  Rev.  C.  Kingsbury,     30  00 


$1,881  67 
J.  CORNING,  Treasurer, 


The  Tfeaeurer  of  the  New-Hampehire  Mietionarp 
Society,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  foUsw- 
ing  sums  from  Juh/  \st  to  August  ls(,  1840. 


Dunbarton,  Cong.  Soc*, 
Lyndeborough,  Rev.  Jacob  White, 
Northwood,  Cong.  Soc, 
Pembroke,      do.     dc 
Peterborough,  Presb.  Soc, 

1  7a 

1  00 
16  38 
15  65 
10  85 

$45  58 

Receipts  of  the  Western  Agency  at  Geneva,  M  Y.r 
from  June  20tA  to  July  20fA,  1840,  Rev.  J.  A. 
Murray,  Secretary, 

Addisou,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton,                     10  37 
Bergen,  First  Cong,  church,                             6  78 

East  Bloomfield,  Josiab  Porter,  $100;  S. 

Eggleston,  $25;    Anson  Munson,  $20; 

Timothy  Buel,  L.  M.,  in  full,  $15;  Mra. 

S.  Eggleston,  $2;  Miss  Munson,  $1; 

others,  $19  64 ;  Ladies'  Misg,  Soc,  Mrs. 

Josiah  Porter,  Tr.,  $46  25,  228  8» 

Hopewell,  Mr*,  Hannah  Pratt,  5  00 

Ithaca,  Mrs.  Sarah  Miller,  $25 ;  Wm.  P. 

Luce,  $10 ;  H.  W.  Sage,  $10 ;  D.  C.  Ha- 

zen,  $5;  H.  S.  Walbridge,  $5 ;  others, 

$5  45,  60  45 

Livonia,  Evan.  Soc,  B.  Coy,  Tr.,  60  50 

North  Penfield,  1  75 

Palmyra,  Geo.  Beck  with,  in  full,  to  make 

Miss  Ruth  Amelia  Beckwith  a  L.  M., 

$20;  others,  $46  31,  66  31 

Union  Corners,  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc,  Mrs. 

F.  A.  Scott,  Tr^  20  89 

West  Bloon»field,  Cong.  Ch.,  Ladies' H. 

M.  Soc,  Sophia  Fitch,  Tr.,  18  09 

Wheatland,  (Scottsville,)    Ladies'   Miss. 

Soc,  by  P.  Garbet,  Esq.,  14  00 

$492  94 
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SKETCHES  OF  REAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  fACTS,  FURNISHE9 
CHIEFLY  BY  CLERGYMEN. 


ON   SINFUL   WAITING. 

Is.  59  :  9.—  We  wait  for  light^  but 
behold  obscurity  ;  for  brightness,  but 
we  walk  in  darkness. 

It  is  a  remark  of  that  accurate  ob- 
server, President  Edwards,  "that  the 
great  deceiver  holds  men  back  from 
attending  to  religion  as  long  as  he 
ean,  but  when  he  can  do  it  no  longer, 
then  he  will  push  them  on,  and  if 
possible,  run  them  upon  their  heads." 

Every  pastor  must  have  noticed  a 
propensity  in  the  human  mind  to 
run  into  extremes,  in  relation  to  a 
great  multiplicity  of  topics.  Arouse 
people  from  that  common  stupidity 
which  seems  to  be  the  element  in 
which  they  naturally  move,  and  the 
danger  is,  that  the  very  next  step 
will  be  to  a  hasty  and  impetuous  zeal, 
which  will  quickly  consume  its  pos- 
sessor in  its  own  fires.  There  will 
be  a  flame  that  may  mount  high 
and  dazzle,  but  cannot  shine  with 
that  steady  and  ever-increasing  light 
whic^  guides  beholders  in  the  way 
to  heaven.  It  is  rather  like  the  light- 
ning's glare,  which  renders  the  suc- 
ceeding darkness  more  terrific  and 
startling. 

So,  if  you  can  shake  a  man's  pre- 
sumption on  the  mercy  of  God,  while 
living  in  the  neglect  of  every  duty 
enjoined  on  the  pages  of  revelation, 
(and  most  impenitent  sinners  under 
the  light  of  the  Gospel  are  thus  pre- 
suming,) he  may  pass  directly  into  a 
state  of  despair.  "  One  so  vile,  *o  har- 


dened, cannot  be  forgiven.  It  is  too 
late,  I  have  presumed  too  long.'^ 
Oftentimes,  it  is  as  difldcult  to  dis- 
lodge a  person  from  this  position,  as 
from  the  strong-hold  of  stupidity 
where  he  had  previously  intrenched 
himself. 

Let  a  man,' who  from  his  earliest 
years  has  imbibed  misapprehensions 
of  that  scheme  of  doctrine  which 
brings  out  the  free,  unmerited  and 
distinguishing  grace  of  God  in  the 
salvation  of  sinners — or,  as  is  not  un- 
frequently  the  case — who  has  grown 
up  with  strong  prejudices  against  all 
the  words  or  phrases  commonly  used 
to  express  this  leading  Bible  truth — 
become  convinced  of  his  mistakes  on 
this  point ;  and  it  is  just  like  human 
nature  for  him  to  pass  rapidly  to  the 
other  extreme,  and  be  ultra  in  his 
views  of  dependence,  thinking  he 
must  wait  till  he  is  moved  by  such  an 
impulse  as  he  has  never  experienced, 
before  he  can  do  any  thing  accepta- 
bly to  God,  thus  seeming  to  justify 
himself  in  direct  disobedience  to  the 
plainest  divine  commands.  Such  an 
one  may  wait  for  light,  but  behold 
obscurity;  for  brightness,  but  he 
will  still  walk  on  in  darkness. 

A  case  fell  under  the  eye  of  the 
writer,  some  years  since,  so  illustra- 
ting the  evils  and  the  remedy  of  such 
a  state  of  mind,  that  I  am  induced  to 
ofier  the  narration  for  the  Pastor's 
Journal.  I  was  not  the  pastor  of  the 
church  where  the  facts  occurred,  but 
that  place  being  my  home  at  that  pe- 
riod of  my  life,  and  having  an  imi- 
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mate  acquaintance  with  the  shepherd 
of  that  flock,  and  distinct  recollec- 
tions of  his  grapliic  descriptions  of 
the  case,  and  also  frequent  interviews 
with  the  individual  to  whom  refer- 
ence is  made,  I  speak  of  things 
which  I  know,  and  testify  of  that 
which  I  have  seen. 

In  one  of  the  beautiful  inland 
towns  of  New-England,  which  has 
been  remarkably  well  watered  as 
the  garden  of  the  Lord,  from  that 
river  of  God  which  is  full  of  water, 
in  one  of  the  early  revivals  under 
the  ministry  of  Dr.  H.,  Mr.  M.  I.  be- 
came more  than  a  spectator  of  what 
C^od  was  performing  around  him. 
He  was  of  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able and  best  educated  families  in  the 
place,  and  was  now  just  entering 
upon  life's  active  scenes,  when  his 
attention  was  aroused  to  the  subject 
of  personal  religion.  But  instead  of 
following  out  with  persevering  ear- 
nestness the  inquiry  "  What  must  / 
do  to  be  saved  ?"  he  turned  aside  to 
cavil.  His  heart  rose  against  the 
distinguishing  grace  of  God  in  the 
great  work  of  effecting  salvation,  and 
when  this  topic  was  introduced  in 
his  hearing,  and  he  had  the  opportu- 
nity, he  was  armed  at  all  points,  and 
he  would  have  the  last  word  in  an 
argument  against  the  New-lights,  as 
those  were  then  called  who  embraced 
these  views.  Dr.  H.,  at  that  time  in 
the  period  of  his  strength,  presented 
these  subjects  in  his  sermons,  in  a 
lucid  order,  and  with  arguments  that 
took  captive  the  understandings  of 
most  of  his  constant  hearers.  But 
M.  I.  fought  like  a  lion  against  the 
whole  scheme.  The  total  depravity 
of  the  natural  heart,  and  salvation  by 
God's  free  mercy,  he  thought — he 
knew  to  be  wrong,  and  his  mouth 
was  filled  with  arguments,  from  his 
own  consciousness,  from  reason  and 
from  the  Bible.  The  more  earnest 
the  reasoning  in  favor  of  the  doctrines 
of  grace,  the  more  confident  and  vo- 
ciferous he  waxed  in  his  opposi- 
tion. The  preaching  of  his  minister 
troubled  him  some,  but  the  facts 
occurring  under  his  ministry,  in  the 
conversion  of  his  neighbors,  more. 
Yet.  as  he  was  overbearing  in  his 
moae  of  argumentation,  and  could 


generally  succeed  in  silencing  those 
who  attempted  to  reason  with  him, 
he  kept  on  comfortably  for  a  length 
of  time.  He  had  many  interviews 
with  his  pastor,  but,  though  skilled 
in  the  tactics  of  disputation,  he  could 
rarely  bring  him  to  an  engagement 
in  any  such  way  as  was  satisfactory  to 
himself;  for  this  reason,  that  the  pas- 
tor would,  in  spite  of  him,  mingle 
practical  and  devotional  topics  with 
these  doctrines,  in  ways  always  new 
and  unexpected.  After  gathering  up 
his  blunted  arrows  again  and  again, 
and  throwing  them  at  the  shield  of 
truth,  he  finally  struck  his  colors, 
threw  down  his  weapons,  and 
changed  sides  ;  conquered,  as  he 
often  said,  not  by  the  arguments  his 
pastor  presented,  but  by  the  uniform 
serenity  of  temper  which  he  pre- 
served, and  his  consistent  and  holy 
life,  the  urbanity  and  practical  godli- 
ness conspicuous  in  his  example. 
"  He  felt  how  awful  goodness  is." 
The  Holy  Spirit,  there  is  reason  to 
hope,  had  transformed  him  into  a  new 
creature.  But  though  there  was  a 
great  change  in  his  views,  and  in  his 
feelings  and  manner  of  talking,  a 
change  manifest  to  himself  and  to 
those  conversant  with  him,  he 
thought  he  had  not,  to  use  his  own 
language,  experienced  enough  to 
lead  him  to  indulge  a  hope,  or  to 
perform  the  plainest  duties  of  the 
Gospel.  And  he  who  had  thought 
that  his  heart  was  not  so  bad  but 
that  he  could  repent  at  any  time,  or 
that  he  was  not  so  dependent  but  that 
he  could  help  himself,  now  passed 
by  one  stride  to  the  other  extreme ; 
he  was,  in  his  own  estimation,  so  lost 
that  he  could  do  nothing,  so  depen- 
dent that  he  must  passively  wait  till 
he  was  moved  by  an  impulse  from 
on  high.  He  looked  for  some  sensi- 
ble display  of  God's  power,  some- 
thing that  he  should  be  conscious  of 
feeling  at  the  time,  by  which  he 
should  be  brought  from  death  to  life, 
from  darkness  to  light.  From  a 
strongly  fortified  Arminian,  he  be- 
came a  more  strongly  fortified  ultra 
Calvinist.  Nothing  could  be  done  by 
him  or  Jor  him,  till  God  took  him  out 
of  his  present  condition  and  put  him 
into  another  entirely  diflferent.    But 
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I  describe  now,  rather  what  he  was   draw  him.    He  was  waiting  for  that 


in  subsequent  years,  than  at  the  first 
transition  from  one  state  to  the  other. 
He  seemed  to  find  only  those  texts 
of  Scripture  which  favored,  or  more 
properly  seemed  to  him  to  favor,  his 
own  view  on  this  topic.  "  Without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing."  "  It  is  not 
of  him  that  willeth^  nor  of  him  that 
runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth 
mercy*"  "  It  is  God  that  worketh  in 
you,  both  to  will  and  to  do" — over* 
looking  what  immediately  precedes 
it.  By  pondering  upon  these  and 
similar  passages,  he  acquired  a  dread- 
ful facility  of  turning  gold  into  'dross, 
and  honey  into  wormwood,  and  the 
most  healthful  food  into  poison. 
Many  of  his  contemporaries  and 
jiyiiors  pressed  into  the  kingdom, 
reading  in  their  Bibles,  "the  kingdom 
of  heaven  sufiereth  violence,  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force,"  and  became 
happy  in  the  service  of  Christ,  while 
he  was  waiting  to  be  drawn  by  the 
Spirit.  While  he  thus  waited  for 
light,  behold  obscurity.  His  path 
became  darker. 

He  could  argue  conclusively 
against  such  as  embraced  the  views 
he  had  formerly  advocated,  for  the 
edifice  he  had  been  endeavoring  to 
build  on  that  foundation  was  en- 
tirely demolished — not  a  fragment 
of  it  was  left ;  still  he  had  not,  as  he 
was  confident,  a  house  uppn  the 
rock.  In  the  company  of  those  who 
lived  without  God  in  the  world,  he 
found  no  kindred  spirit ;  their  views, 
their  feelings,  their  language,  were 
all  entirely  at  variance  with  his  own 
But  in  the  community  of  Christians 
he  regarded  himself  as  a  stranger, 
an  alien.  He  thought  he  could  see 
that  they  had,  in  their  possession, 
pure  and  substantial  joy;  but  to  him 
it  was  far  off,  a  fountain  sealed,  and 
entirely  inaccessible. 

His  pastor  reasoned  with  him,  ex- 
horted him ;  but  there  he  remained, 
waiting  for  light.  When  urged  to 
the  performance  of  any  duty,  he  was 
afraid  of  being  encouraged  to  do 
something  in  his  own  strength.  He 
could  bring  forth  a  host  of  arguments, 
proving,  to  his  own  satisfaction,  that 
he  could  do  nothing  pleasing  in  the 
sight  of  Crod  until  the  Spirit  should 


drawing.  And  thus  he  continued  for 
a  number  of  years.  There  were 
precious  reviving  seasons,  and  many 
of  his  younger  acquaintance  were 
turned  to  the  Lord,  while  he  was  in 
that  slough  of  despond.  When  meet- 
ings were  appointed  for  inquirers,  he 
was  the  first  to  present  himself;  and 
while  they  were  continued  he  perse- 
vered in  his  attendance,  but  did  not 
stir  from  that  position,  waiting  for 
light. 

His  views  of  the  doctrines  were 
clear  and  enlarged,  for  he  studied 
them  much ;  his  views  of  christian 
duty  were  also  clear;  but  in  relation 
to  himself,  there  was  this,morbid  ac- 
tion, or  rather  iw-action— he  was  not 
a  Christian,  and  it  would  be  no  bet- 
ter than  an  abomination  in  the  sight 
of  God  for  him  to  do  what  a  Chris- 
tian ought  to  do,  until  he  had  evi- 
dence that  he  was  such.  Thus  years 
came  and  went — there  seemed  to  be  a 
species  of  monomania  on  that  topic-^ 
he  must  have  more  more  light  before 
he  could  take  another  step. 

I  was  at  the  house  of  his  pastor, 
on  an  interesting  occasion.  He  had 
been  forth  weeping,  bearinff  pre- 
cious seed ;  and  the  Lord  had  per^ 
mitted  him,  in  the  sixth  or  seventh 
revival  under  his  ministry,  to  come 
again  rejoicing,  bringing  sheaves 
with  him.  A  meeting  was  appointed 
that  day,  for  the  examination  of  can- 
didates for  admission  into  the  church. 
About  an  hour  previous  to  the  time 
of  the  meeting,  Mr.  I.  knocked  at  the 
pastor's  door.  I  had  long  known  him, 
and  had  known  the  munition  behind 
which  he  had  intrenched  himself, 
waiting  for  light.  At  the  request  of 
his  pastor  I  had  occasionally  attempt- 
ed 10  enter  that  impregnable  fortress, 
but  always  found  that  the  fastness  was 
most  vigilantly  guarded  and  defend- 
ed. He  would  not  do  any  thing — he 
was  waiting  for  light.  There  had 
settled  on  his  countenance  lines  of 
sorrow,  which  told  that  all  was  not 
well  within,  and  a  smile  very  seldom 
lighted  up  his  features.  Now,  as  he 
entered  the  study  of  his  pastor,  the 
impression  was  immediately  made 
upon  my,  mind  that  Mr.  I.  had  got 
I  hold  of  seme  new  idea.    His  tender- 
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hearted  pastor  very  soon  asked,  '^  Do 
you  wish  to  see  me  alone?"  '^O 
no,"  he  replied,  "  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  your  friend  present,  for  I  want 
advice."  He  immediately  proceeded ; 
"  I  do  not  know  what  you  will  think 
of  me,  but  I  despair  of  waiting  for 
light  any  longer,  as  I  have  waited," 
and  the  tears  flowed  dowq  his  cheeks. 
^<  I  have  come  to  ask  you  if  it  is  not 
suitable  for  me  to  go  before  t^e 
church,  and  tell  them  my  story  just 
as  it  is,  all  dark  as  my  life  has  been ; 
and  if  they  can  see  any  evidence  of 
piety,  and  are  willing  to  receive  me, 
I  will  go  forward  to  confess  Christ 
before  men;  but  if  not,  they  will 
know  how  to  pity  and  pray  for  me, 
and  I  will  try  to  go  to  Jesus  as  a  poor, 
lost  sinner."  Joy  beamed  from  his 
pastor's  countenance,  as  he  made 
this  inquiry,  and  he  was  ready  to 
encourage  him  to  attend  the  meet 
ing. 

After  the  church  was  assembled, 
and  the  presence  and  guidance  of 
the  Saviour  supplicated,  Mr.  I.  was 
the  first  who  was  tailed  upon  to  tell 
what  God  had  done  for  his  soul.  He 
began,  and  in  a  clear,  connected,  and 
minute  account,  related  his  views 
in  other  years ;  his  opposition  to  the 
distinguishing  doctrines;  his  self- 
righteous  argumentation  against 
them ;  the  change  which  had  come 
over  him;  how  long  he  had  been 
waiting  for  increased  light  before  he 
should  obey  the  dying  injunction  of 
his  Saviour ;  how  he  was  at  last  cut 
off  from  all  expectation  of  good  while 
living  thus ;  and  the  decision  to 
which  he  had  now  come.  He  felt 
himself  unworthy,  a  great  sinner,  for 
whom  there  could  be  no  help,  except 
in  the  mere  mercy  of  Him  who  died 
to  save  the  lost.  God  would  be  just 
to  cast  him  off,  and  lie  oould  have  no 
hard  thoughts  of  the  church  if  they 
should  reject  him,  but  he  asked  for 
their  sympathy  and  their  prayers. 

He  gave  the  above  with  many  de- 
tails, which  would  extend  this  article 
unreasonably,  should  I  transcribe 
them.  The  church  had  but  one 
opinion  as  to  their  duty,  and  he  was 
propounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath  on 
which  ha  was  to  enter  into  covenant 


with  God  and  with  his  people,  he 
came  to  his  pastor,  and  informed  him 
that  it  was  his  desire  to  make  a  con- 
fession^ before  he  made  a  profession, 
and  that  he  had  prepared  one  for 
that  object.  He  wished  to  stand  out 
alone  before  the  congregation,  and 
acknowledge  Ms  great  sin,  as  he  now 
viewed  it,  in  waiting  for  light  in  the 
manner  he  had  waited,  disobeying 
God's  commands,  and  so  exerting  a 
ruinous  influence  over  others. 

He  did  make  such  a  confession, 
and  the  season  was  a  memorable 
one  to  his  own  soul  and  ia  that 
assembly. 

About  two  years  subsequent  to 
this  time  I  met  with  Mr.  I.  Grasp- 
ing my  hand,  he  said,  "  I  have  en- 
joyed more  in  one  Sabbath,  since  I 
professed  religion,  than  in  all  my  life 
before."  And  although  he  wist  not 
not  that  the  skin  of  his  face  shone, 
it  was  most  evident  to  me  in  the 
interview,  that  he  had  very  intimate 
fellowship  with  the  Father,  and  with 
the  Son. 

He  and  his  pastor  have  gone 
home. 


SAUL  OF  TARSUS. 


No  trumpet  wai  blown,  as  the  gate  they  passed, 
Nor  banner  flung  over  their  fierce  array, 

But  they  rode  like  the  breath  of  the  desert  blast, 
Fleetly  and  silently  parsing  away ; 

Yet  many  looked  on  that  haughty  man, 

Whose  eye  was  the  sur  of  the  fiery  van. 


"  On— on !— the  towers  of  Damascus  are  nigh, 
The  cursed  Nazarenes  are  given  to  our  hand :" 

When  lo !  an  ineffable  blaze  from  on  high 
Bursts,  sudden  as  thought,  on  the  hurrying  band ; 

And  the  glowing  flood  of  that  flashing  light 

Dims  the  cloudless  sun  in  his  noon-day  height. 


Vain  is  the  speed  of  the  startled  horse. 
And  vain  is  the  force  of  the  glittering  spear ; 

The  scorner  hath  ended  his  ruthless  course; 
The  Victor  of  Galilee  triumphs  here ; 

And  his  words  of  mystic  >pirit  appal 

The  awe-stricken  heart  of  the  prostrate  Saul. 


There  is  night  on  his  eye,  and  remorse  en  his 
brow, 

As  he  sits  in  his  chamber,  helpless,  alone  ; 
For  the  deeds  woke  up  in  his  memory  now, 

Can  riches,  or  blood,  or  sorrow  atoae  ? 
Tet  hope  in  fair  promise  the  future  arrajrs. 
For  the  Crucified  pleads,  and  the  Pharisee  prays. 
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Go, Preach  the  Gospel Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  pbeach,  except  they  be  sent  1  .  .  .  .  Rom.  x.  15. 


V«l.  XIIl^  OCTOBER,  1840,  N«. «. 


THE  WEST— EIGHT  YEARS  AGO,  AND  AT  PRESENT. 

In  the  year  1832,  a  distinguished  clergyman  spoke  as  follows:  "This 
broadj  fertile  land  in  which  we  dwell,  must  be  delivered  from  the  bondage 
of  sin  and  Satan.  A  few  months  ago,  I  stood  on  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  River,  where,  wheeling  and 
foaming  in  its  career  from  the  Rocky  Mountains,  it  enters  that  placid  and 
beautiful  stream.  I  looked  south,  and  I  thought  of  the  1000  miles  from  the 
spot  where  I  then  stood  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  I  looked  north,  and  thought 
of  the  1500  miles  to  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi.  I  looked  east,  and 
thought  of  the  1300  miles  to  the  head  of  the  Ohio  valley.  I  looked  west, 
and  thought  of  the  2500,  miles  to  the  sources  of  the  Missouri.  I  thought 
of  the  teeming  millions  who  are  soon  to  cover  this  land ;  and  I  lifted  my 
hand  to  heaven,  and  cried, '  Lord  Jesus,  this  land  shall  be  thine  !  Thy 
church  will  not  give  up  the  struggle,  till  it  is  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord !' "    [Rev.  J.  Gallaher.] 

In  the  same  year,  ihisj  message  was  sent  us  from  beyond  the  Atlantic  : 
"  Popery  has  directed  a  longing  eye  to  that  immense  tract  of  land,  and  has 
already  felt  the  inward  heaving  of  ambition  to  compensate  herself  for  her 
losses  in  the  old  world,  by  her  conquests  in  the  new.  The  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  has  been,  no  doubt,  mapped  as  well  as  surveyed  by  emissaries 
of  the  Vatican ;  and  cardinals  are  exulting  in  the  hope  of  enriching  the 
Papal  See  by  accessions  from  the  United  States.  Rouse  and  inflame  the 
zeal  of  Protestantism  in  America,  to  disappoint  the  apostles  of  darkness  of 
their  wished-for  prey. 

"The  object  of  your  zeal  must  be  your  own  country,— to  supply  .her 
rapidly  increasing  population  with  able,  faithful  ministers.  Your  religious 
Xjolicy  must  be  a  home  policy.  Compared  with  the  claims  of  your  own 
land,  the  claims  of  the  heathen  are  but  secondary.  If  you  cannot  attend 
to  both,  you  must  attend  to  your  own  destitute  people.  You  must  culti- 
vate the  waste  places  of  your  homestead.  Think  what  your  country  is, 
and  especially,  what  she  must  be— not  only  for  the  magnitude  of  her  terri- 
tory and  the  multitude  of  her  people,  the  vastness  of  her  wealth  and  the 
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greatness  of  her  power;  but  for  the  importance  of  her  example.  On 
your  land  hang,  in  a  great  measure,  the  future  interests  of  the  globe. 
Hence,  the  unspeakable  importance  of  your  churches  concentrating^ 
in  a  great  measure,  their  religious  efforts  upon  your  own  country.  If  it 
were  necessary,  in  order  to  supply  your  people  with  pastors,  one  half 
of  your  male  members  should  become  ministers,  while  it  should  be  the 
chief  business  of  the  other  half  to  support  them.  These  are  my  deliberate 
views  of  the  duties  of  the  Christians  of  America."  [Rev.  J.  A.  James,  of 
Birmingham,  Eng.] 

Such  was  the  language  which,  eight  years  ago,  found  a  response  in  feel- 
ings of  the  whole  nation.  Glowing  as  were  the  pictures  of  the  immense 
capabilities  of  the  "West,  all  who  went  thither  to  see,  were  ready  to  exclaim 
**  the  half  has  not  been  told." 

But  where  is  this  '*  West"  now  ?  Have  the  millions  of  its  inhabitants 
melted  away  as  the  mist  of  the  morning  before  the  rising  sun  ?  Has  its 
territory  been  blotted  from  the  map  of  our  country  ?  No,  the  West  is 
where  it  was.  Its  states  are  as  vast,  its  prairies  as  fertile,  its  forests  as 
grand,  its  rivers  as  majestic  as  they  ever  were.  No  adversity  which  it  has 
suffered  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  has  affected  its  essential 
greatness.  It  teems  with  the  elements  of  physical  and  moral  power.  The 
earth  still  yields  her  exuberance ;  the  population  has.  held  a  steady  in- 
crease from  year  to  year ;  public  and  private  enterprise,  though  baffled  and 
repressed,  has  worked  for  itself  new  channels ;  society  has  gone  on  in  the 
process  of  consolidation,  its  various  civil  and  religious  institutions  silently 
but  steadily  assuming  a  fixed  and  permanent  character.  Eight  years  ago, 
the  western  community  was  like  metal  molten  in  a  furnace,  though  fluid 
yet  glowing,  boiling,  impetuous.  Now,  it  is  becoming  like  the  same 
metal  cooling  down  into  the  unalterable  shapes  which  have  been  given  to  it 
by  surrounding  influences.  Some  of  these  moulding  causes,  have  been 
supplied,  we  trust,  by  the  operations  of  this  Society.  By  the  labors  of  the 
sacred  ministry,  sent  out  and  sustained  by  the  friends  of  Home  Missions, 
the  elements  of  society  have  been  arranged  and  harmonized,  the  Gospel 
preached,  schools  founded,  churches  erected,  and  souls  gathered  to  the 
Saviour. 

While  the  West,  then,  is  no  less  inviting  than  it  was  eight  years  ago,  in 
physical  beauty  and  fertility,  it  has  become  more  populous,  its  lands  are 
extensively  brought  under  cultivation,  its  political  influence  is  more  import- 
ant, and  its  religious  institutions  and  destiny  possess  a  greatly  augmented 
int^est.  The  temporary  causes  which  have  depressed  the  people  of  the 
West,  must  soon  yield  to  the  upward  tendencies  of  their  elastic  and  buoy- 
ant enterprise.  While  some  day-dreams  of  speculation  will  have  vanished, 
soberer  views  will  direct  the  energies  of  the  people,  and  the  West  must 
be  prosperous  and  powerful.  It  is  scarcely  possible  for  it  to  be  otherwise. 
Even  should  political  and  commercial  errors  cover  the  land  with  disaster — 
still  the  soil  will  be  there,  vast  and  fertile,  and  a  population  will  be  there, 
vigorous,  augmenting  and  mighty. 
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There  is  then,  no  reason  for  withdrawing  the  public  attention  from  the 
West  5  but,  on  the  other  hand,  its  claims  have  grown  with  every  passing 
year.  The  friends  of  Christ  must  look  at  those  claims,  must  entertain 
them,  must  respond  to  them  by  a  substantial  sympathy  and  aid. 


®orre09ontrente  of  tl^t  a.  fS^.  fn,  s. 


IOWA. 

From  Rev^Asa  Turner.  Denmark^ 
1.  T. 


C0NTIN¥AT10N   OP  A  TOUB. 

After  the  exploration  of  the  southern 
counties  of  Iowa,  as  published  in  our  last 
number,  Mr.  Turner  traversed  the  other  most 
important  sections  of  the  territory.  From 
a  full  report,  containing  many  valuable 
facts  and  suggestions  for  the  use  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee,  we  select  for  the  informa- 
tion of  our  readers  the  following  particulars. 

After  the  route  described  in  the  last  num- 
ber, Mr.  Turner's  course  lay  from  Denmark 
to  Burlington,  on  the  Mississippi,  thence  to 
Yellow  Springs,  16  miles  north  of  B.,  and 
6  miles  south  of  Florence  on  the  Iowa  Ri- 
ver; to  Wapello,  county  seat  of  Louisa,  14 
miles ;  to  Bloomington,  county  seat  of  Mus- 
catine, on  the  Mississippi,  24  miles.  Thence 
along  the  River,  36  miles  to  lUckingham 
and  Davenport  in  Scott  co. ;  through  Scott, 
Clinton  and  Jackson  counties,  80  miles  to 
Du  Buque ;  thence  S.  W.  through  Jones  co., 
32  miles  to  Marion,  the  county  seat  of  Linn ; 
thence  to  Iowa  city,  in  Johnson  co.,  the 
proposed  capital  of  the  Territory.  This  place 
is  not  laid  down  on  the  maps  yet  published. 
It  lies  on  the  Iowa  River,  in  Town  No.  79 
North,  Range  6  West  of  the  5th  meridian. 
From  Iowa  City,  Mr.  T.'s  course  was  to  Co- 
lumbus city  30  miles.  This  place  is  situated 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Iowa,  at  its  junction 
with  the  Red  Cedar.  Thence  12  miles  to 
Wapello,  30  to  Burlington,  and  13  to  Den- 
mark. 

These  particulars  are  given  partly  for  the 
items  of  information  which  they  contain  for 
Mich  ai  are  taming  their  attention  to  Iowa, 


and  partly  to  riiow  that  Mr.  Tamer  has  bad 
abundant  personal  observation  on  which  to 
found  the  general  remarks  which  are  incor* 
porated  with  his  report. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

"  The  territory  of  Iowa  is  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  Mississippi  River 
to  its  source.  Thence,  the  bounda- 
ry runs  due  north  to  the  linedividin^^ 
the  British  Provinces  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  thence  West  on  said  line 
to  White  Earth  River,  (about  26o 
long.  W.  from  Washington ;)  thence 
down  said  river  to  its  junction  with 
the  Missouri  River ;  down  the  latter 
to  the  state  of  Missouri  \  and  on  the 
south  it  is  bounded  by  said  state." 
You  see  we  have  a  "  fine  range,"  as 
the  western  people  say. 

The  surveyed  part  of  Iowa,  in- 
cludes 254  townships — the  Blaek 
Hawk  Purchase,  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ten  States  in  1832.  Of  these,  193 
townships  have  been  advertised  for 
sale,  and  mostly  sold— a  few  post- 
poned for  want  of  time,  dtc.  The 
second  purchase,  made  in  1837,  com- 
mences at  the  same  points,  north 
and  south,  and  adds  a  strip  25  miles 
in  width  in  the  centre.  This  is  not 
surveyed,  though  almost  all  is 
claimed,  and  immigrants  stand  on 
the  western  border,  ready  to  step 
over  the  first  moment  that  the  Go- 
vernment gives  permission. 

Dividing  the  surveyed  part  of  the 
Territory  into  two  parts,  by  a  line 
running  west  from  Davenport,  it  is 
estimated,  that  of  the  southern  por- 
tion one  half  is  'prairie^  and  of  the 
northern  portion,  three  fourths.  A 
view  of  the  Des  Moines,  Skunk,  Io- 
wa, Red  Cedar, Wapsipinecon,  Make- 
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queta  and  Turkey  Rivers,  with  their 
numerous  tributaries,  all  running 
from  the  N.W.  to  the  S.E.,  must  con- 
vince any  one  acquainted  with  a  prai- 
rie country,  that  this  is  well -tim- 
bered and  well  watered.  The  soil 
differs  in  different  sections.  Gene- 
rally, in  the  south,  it  is  a  vegetable 
mould  mingled  with  a  smaller  pro- 
portion of  sand  and  loam,  on  a  white 
or  blue  clay  bottom.  In  the  northern 
part,  it  is  vegetable  mould  with  a 
larger  proportion  of  sand  and  loam, 
on  a  red  or  yellow  clay  bottom — 
sometimes  called  marl.  The  north- 
ern part  has  the  quickest,  kindest 
soil,  and  is  best  adapted  to  wheat ; 
the  southern  is  better  for  grazing, 
perhaps  as  good  for  corn  and  vege- 
tables, and  better  supplied  with 
stock,  water,  water-power,  stone, 
timber,  &c.,  consequently  it  is  and 
will  be  most  densely  settled. 

The  climate  differs  but  little  from 
the  south  part  of  New-England, 
New-York,  &c.,  and  the  season  is 
sufficiently  long  for  all  the  crops 
raised  In  the  same  latitude  at  the 
East.  One  of  the  last  things  that 
will  give  any  intelligent  man  anxie- 
ty, after  spending  one  summer  here, 
is  the  capability  of  the  earth  to  pro- 
duce all  that  can  minister  to  the  ne- 
cessities and  even  the  comfort  of 
men.  As  it  regards  health,  the  first 
settlers  of  a  new  country  always 
suffer  more  than  their  successors, 
partly  from  exposure,  and  partly 
from  the  first  movement  of  the  soil. 
All  the  large  water  courses  will  be 
subject  more  or  less,  for  the  present, 
to  bilious  and  intermittent  fevers, 
and  fever  and  ague ;  but  the  uplands 
are  and  must  he  healthy.  In  my  tour 
of  360  miles,  I  recollect  to  have  seen 
only  three  persons  sick—  one  confined 
to  the  bed,  and  two  under  slight  fe- 
brile action. 

Population. — From  actual  returns 
of  census,  the  population  is  not  so 
great  as  was  estimated.  Between 
42  and  43,000  were  returned.  Nor 
has  the  increase  for  the  past  season 
equalled  expectation.  Diminished 
immigration  is  ascribed  to  the  gene- 
ral pecuniary  embarrassment.  The 
population  was 

In  1836,    .       .       .       10,531 


In  1838,        .        .      .    22,859. 

In  1840,        .        .    say  42,500. 

So  that  Iowa  has  still  had  an  in- 
crease of  20,000  in  two  years^  and  is 
in  a  process  of  settlement  faster  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  western 
country  has  ever  been  settled,  and 
this  will  undoubtedly  continue  to  be 
the  case.  My  reason  for  this  belief 
is  the  foUowini? :  A>«i— no  portion 
of  the  great  valle]^  is  more  healthy. 
Secondly — there  is  no  military  land 
in  the  territory ;  all  is  open  for  ac- 
tual settlers.  Thirdly — it  is  better 
supplied  with  timber  and  water- 
power,  and  the  prairies  are  smaller 
than  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  in  Illinois,  or  than  in  any 
other  prairie  countries  with  which  I 
am  acquainted. 

PLACES   DEMANOING  IMMEOIATE  ATTEN- 
TION. 

I  will  now  call  your  attention  to 
particular  points  where  men  are 
needed,  and  where*  the  faithful  la- 
borer may  expect  to  reap  a  hundred 
fold.  And  I  shall  not  speak  of  all; 
but  only  of  a  few'  of  the  more  pro- 
minent, where  men  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  your  Society  may  hope 
to  labor  with  success. 

1.  Yellow  Springs,  in  Des  Moines 
Co.,  16  miles  north  from  Burlington:. 
Here  is  a  large  settlement  of  Presby- 
terians who  would  be  abundantly 
able  and  willing  to  support  the  Gos- 
pel, had  not  the  ecclesiastical  divi- 
sions unhappily  extended  to  them. 
A  good  man  of  either  side  would 
probably  secure  their  attendance  on 
public  worship.  There  is  a  mineral 
spring  in  the  neighborhood  which  is 
thought  by  the  proprietors  to  be 
highly  efficacious. 

2.  Wapello,  the  county  seat  of 
Louisa  CO.,  and  Columbus  city.  The 
former  place  is  worthy  of  attention 
in  connexion  with  the  south  half  of 
the  county.  The  court-house  would 
afford  a  convenient  place  of  worship 
for  the  present,  and  a  goodly  num- 
ber would  attend  the  ministry  of  the 
word,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  ap- 
pearances'  when  I  was  there.  On 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  the 
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Associate  Reformed  Presbyterians 
have  a  respectable  society,  and  their 
minister,  who  is  highly  spoken  of, 
could  supply  that  part  of  the  coun- 
ty. Columbus  city  is  on  the  territo- 
rial road  from  Burlington  to  Iowa 
city ;  also  on  the  road  from  the  fer- 
ry over  the  Mississippi  at  Oquawka 
to  Iowa  city ;  and  also  on  the  road 
from  Bloomington  to  the  Agency  on 
the  Des  Moines.  Here  also  the  Red 
Cedar  River  joins  the  Iowa.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  considerations,  a 
large  portion  of  the  country  around 
is  well  supplied  vith  timber;  conse- 
quently there  will  soon  be  in  the  vi- 
cinity a  dense  population.  The  pro- 
prietor of  the  land  is  about  to  erect 
a  steam  mill,  and,  as  I  was  informed, 
designs  to  build  a  house  of  worship 
this  fall.  I  inferred  from  informa- 
tion received  from  one  of  the  citi- 
zens, that  he  was  a  friend  of  tempe- 
rance, education  and  religion,  and 
that  efforts  to  promote  them  would 
be  seconded  by  him  and  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  place. 

3.  The  next  point  is  Bloomington, 
This  is  a  very  important  place.  The 
Mississippi  makes  a  large  bend  to 
the  southwest  from  Rock  Island,  or 
Davenport,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Io- 
wa; and  Bloomington  is  situated  on 
the  most  westerly  part  of  this  bend — 
thus  it  is  thrown  far  inland  to  the 
territory.  It  is  the  landing  place  for 
the  capital,  and  all  the  interior  of  the 
territory.  These  considerations  must 
make  it  a  place  of  great  business — 
the  commercial  mart  of  all  that  sec- 
tion. The  site  is  not  in  itself  so  fa- 
vorable as  many  other  places — the 
bluffs  coming  quite  down  to  the  river, 
and  broken  with  ravines.  Still,  its 
roughness  is  not  unpleasant  to  one 
whose  eye  has  been  accustomed  to 
rest  on  the  hills  and  dales  of  New- 
England.  Present  number  of  inha- 
bitants, 550.  The  houses  are  built 
with  unusual  taste,  and  the  place  has 
the  appearance  of  business,  tempe- 
rance and  industry.  There  is  a  Pres- 
byterian church  of  19,  and  six  more 
will  soon  unite  by  letter.  The  citi- 
zens have  built  a  house,  fifty  feet 
by  thirty,  which  is  used  for  schools 
and  for  public  worship,  and  is  filled 
on  the  Sabbath. 


[Arrangements  are  about  to  be 
made  to  supply  this  place  with  mis- 
sionary labor.] 

Rockingham  is  occupied  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Mead. 

4.  The  next  place  that  demands  at- 
tention is  Davenport  It  will  proba- 
bly be  the  seat  of  justice  for  Scott 

"co.,  and  has  now  500  inhabitants. 
The  site,  the  plot,  the  buildings,  the 
scenery,  are  severally,  and  together, 
the  most  beautiful  I  have  ever  seen 
in  the  Western  country,  or  in  any 
country.  Directly  opposite,  on. the 
Illinois  side,  is  Stephenson^  a  grow- 
ing, beautiful  village,  the  county  seat 
of  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois. 
Above,  is  Rock  Island,  standing  on  a 
base  of  perpendicular  lime-stone, 
some  30  feet  above  the  water.  Fort 
Armstrong  occupies  the  southern 
point  of  the  Island,  while  in  the  rear 
aftid  above  are  gardens  and  fields  that 
have  long  been  in  a  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Davenport  stands  on  high  bot- 
tom ground,  half  a  mile  wide,  gradu- 
ally ascending  from  the  river  to  the 
bluff.  The  streets  are  wide,  adorned 
with  trees,  and  the  houses  exhibit 
much  taste  and  comfort.  The  bluff 
in  the  rear  rises  some  40  or  50  feet, 
with  a  gentle  acclivity,  and  studded 
with  majestic  oaks,  planted  by  na- 
ture's hand,  and  carpeted  with  beau- 
tiful green.  As  you  walk  the  river's 
bank  and  look  up  through  any  of  the 
principal  streets  towards  the  bluff, 
the  ascent  is  so  gradual  and  the 
ground  so  even,^that  a  chicken  might 
be  seen  at  almost  any  point.  Here  is 
a  small  Congregational  church,  or- 
ganized by  Br.  Hale.  I  hope  you 
will  direct  a  man  to  Davenport  as 
soon  as  possible. 

5.  Clinton  county  needs  the  labors 
of  one  man.  Settlements  follow  the 
Wapsipinecon  on  the  south  side  and 
the  Mississippi  on  the  east.  Near 
Camanche,  is  settled  a  Mr.  Holbrook 
from  Brattleborough,  Vt.,  [exten- 
sively known  as  a  publisher.] 

6.  Jackson  county.  In  addition  to 
several  points  on  the  Mississippi — 
Bellevue,  for  instance,  where  there  is 
a  Presbyterian  family— there  is  a 
large  settlement  of  eastern  people 
about  the  forks  of  the  Makoqueta.  I 
look  upon  that  county  as  open  and 
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demanding  immediately  the  labors 
of  a  Home  Missionary  man. 

At  Du  Buque,  I  found  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hawley  laboring  with  accept- 
ance. The  church  is  small,  and  it 
will  require  a  great  eflforf  pn  their 
part  to  sustain  the  Qospel;  but  they 
are  willing  to  go  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability. 

7.  On  Turke3r  River,  in  Clayton 
county i  as  I  was  informed  by  Brother 
H.,  there  is  a  settlement  of  Presby- 
terians. The  county  is  new,  but 
must  be  one  of  great  importance. 
Turkey  river  and  its  branches  afford 
abundance  of  water  and  timber ;  and 
wherever  these  two  arc  united,  on 
such  a  soil  as  ours,  there  will  be  men. 

8.  Jones  County.  South  of  the 
south  fork  of  the  Makoqueta,  is  a 
settlement  of  Presbyterians,  compri- 
sing seven  families  from  Selkirk's 
settlement  on  Red  River,  almost  2000 
miles  north.  They  came  all  this  dis- 
tance by  land,  in  what  I  may  call 
**  horse-carts"  drawn  by  one  ox. 
They  started  with  40  oxen  and  carts, 
each  ox  having  900  pounds  as  his 
portion  of  "  plunder."  The  journey 
was  more  than  three  months  long. 
Soi^e  20  families  more  are  expected 
this  summer.  I  have  seen  no  people 
in  the  West  who  manifested  a  strong- 
er desire  to  have  the  Gospel  preached 
to  them.  There  is  another  settle- 
ment, 7  or  8  miles  distant,  where  a 
man  told  me  they  would  willingly 
do  all  in  their  power  to  have  a 
preacher.  Some  15  miles  north  of  this 
settlement,  on  the  nerth  fork  of  the 
Makoqueta,  there  is  the  commence- 
ment of  a  town  at  the  Falls.  The 
water  falls  8  feet  perpendicular,  and 
the  rapids  extend  some  distance 
above.  As  I  crossed  the  stream,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  here  was  as 
much  water  power  as  carries  all  the 
machinery  at  Lowell,  Mass. ;  and  as 
there  is  but  little  other  in  the  region 
around,  this  spot  is  destined  to  make 
quite  an  inland  city. 

9.  Lihn  County.  Land  excellent 
and  well  supplied  with  timber.  One 
man  wintered  in  this  county  in  the 
winter  of  1837-8 ;  now  it  has  1385 
inhabitants.  Marion  is  the  county 
seat.  The  church  consists  of  four- 
teen members. 


[Rev.  T.  B.  Emersonj  from  the 
Lane  Theological  Semmary,  has 
gone  to  this  place.] 

There  are  other  settlements  of 
Presbyterians  in  the  county ;  one  at 
Linn  Grove,  having  ten  members — 
another  on  the  borders  of  Johnson 
CO.,  at  Red-Oak  Grove.  The  people 
want  a  minister  and  have  subscribed 
enough  to  sustain  one  a  third  of  the 
time. 

10.  Cedar  County,  Brother  Stock- 
er  informs  me,  has  a  large  settlement 
of  Presbyterians  and  Eastern  peo- 
ple. It  was  not  convenient  for  me 
to  visit  them.  Rochester  and  the  vi- 
cinity, in  Cedar  co.,  and  Moscow,  in 
the  north  part  of  Muscatine  co.,  de- 
mand one  man. 

11.  Iowa  city,  the  capital  of  the 
territory,  is  in  Johnson  county,  on  the 
Iowa  River.  The  site  is  exceeding- 
ly beautiful,  and  the  town  laid  out 
with  much  taste  and  adaptation  to 
public  utility  and  personal  comfort. 
It  now  contains  about  800  inhabit- 
ants. A  strong  desire  is  manifested 
on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  have 
public  worship. 


RECAPITULATION. 


*  I  close  by  repeating  my  present 
and  my  former  requests.  We  need 
one  man  each,  for  ^ 

Farmington, 

Krosangna, 

Fairfield  and  Brighton, 

Columbus  city  and  Wapello, 

Davenport, 

Clinton  county, 

Jackson  county, 

Clayton  county, 

Jones  county, 

South  part  of  Linn  county, 

Iowa  city. 

Cedar  county  and  the  north  part 
of  Muscatine. 

Twelve,  then,  is  the  least  number 
that  will  supply  this  territory  in  any 
tolerable  degree ;  and  my  firm  belief 
is,  that  if  the  churches  at  the  East 
love  the  cause  of  Zion  and  the  pros- 
perity of  our  common  country,  and 
men  cannot  be  obtained  from  other 
sources,  those  now  well  settled  in 
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New-England  bad  better  leave  their 
flocks,  and  come  and  aid  in  laying 
the  moral  and  intellectnal  founda- 
tions of  this  (will-be)  great  state. 
"  Just  as  the  twig  fs  bent,  the  tree's 
inclined"— will  not  the  churches  see 
the  applicability  of  this  maxim  to 
communities  as  well  as  to  individu- 
als? May  the  Lord  incline  their 
hearts  to  pray  the  firtt  prayer  of 
Paul!  . 


WISCONSIN. 

FrcmBev,  William  Arms^  Aztalan, 
W.T. 

I  arrived  in  the  territory  on  the  3d 
of  June.  Since  then  I  have  travelled 
some,  preached  every  Sabbath,  and 
taken  pains  to  learn  the  state  of 
things  in  the  Territory.  I  have  spent 
two  Sabbaths  here  and  one  at  Fort 
Atkinson,  ten  miles  south.  I  am  in- 
vited to  spend  my  time  at  these 
places.  I  think  them  important,  es- 
pecially the  one  where  I  now  am.  It 
is  called  Jefferson  on  your  map,  but 
this  name  is  now  given  to  the  place 
about  the  Forks,  some  6  miles  below, 
in  consequence  of  the  coimty  seat 
being  removed  to  that  place.  There 
is  a  Reformed  Dutch  minister  at  Ma- 
dison, (Mr.  Slingerland,)  and  Mr. 
Pcet  is  at  Milwaukie.  South,  twen- 
ty-five miles,  at  Prairie  du  Lac,  there 
is  a  Congregational  minister,  (Mr. 
Smith,)  and  between  there  and  Mil- 
waukie one  or  two  more.  The  whole 
northern  hemisphere  from  Michigan 
to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  with  ex- 
ception of  the  above,  and  perhaps 
one  person  at  Green  Bay,  and  possi- 
bly some  scattering  missionaries  of 
whom  I  am  ignorant,  there  are  no 
ministers  of  our  denomination.  There 
is  a  Baptist  minister  who  preaches 
here  once  in  four  weeks,  and  a  Me- 
thodist who  preaches  here  once  in 
three  weeks.  There  had  been  one 
sermon  preached  here  b/  a  Congre- 
gational minister  before  I  came, 
and  I  believe  this  is  all.  "We  are 
hoping  to  form  a  church  next  week, 
with  perhaps  twelve  members,  and 


others  are  expected  during  the  sum- 
mer. 


From  the  Rev,  L.  HalL    Geneva, 
W.T. 

Although  I  have  not  the  pleasure 
of  communicating  the  intelligence  of 
a  revival  of  religion  in  either  of  the 
places  where  Ilabor,  yet  the  churches 
have  increased  in  numbers,  the  con- 
gregations on  the  Sabbath  in  attend- 
ance, and  I  think  that  the  cause  of 
Christ  has  advanced.  The  church 
now  consists  of  twenty-six  members. 
This  is  rather  more  than  twice  its 
number  at  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion ;  and  the  number  of  those  who 
attend  meeting  on  the  Sabbath  is  at 
least  five  times  as  great  as  during  the 
first  quarter  IJabored  here,  eighteen 
months  ago.  The  attention  given 
by  the  audience  is  serious,  and  we 
hope  that  the  labor  bestowed  here 
will  eventually  prove  to  have  been 
as  good  seed  sown  on  good  ground. 

The  Sabbath  is  generally  respect- 
ed by  the  inhabitants  in  the  village : 
those  who  choose  to  violate  the 
day  retire  to  the  field  for  hunting  or 
fishing.  That  such  things  frequent- 
ly occur  in  this  country  is  painfully 
true.  The  Bible  class  consists  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  members,  and  is 
under  the  instruction  of  a  pious  law- 
yer. It  is  considered  as  being  inte- 
resting and  profitable.  The  Sabbath 
school  is  under  the  instruction  of 
one  of  the  elders  of  our  church,  and 
is  in  a  good  degree  interesting. 

I  labor  one  half  the  time  in  the 
Virginia  Settlement,  111.  Although 
nothing  of  special  interest  has  oc- 
curred there  since  my  last  report,yet 
at  no  time  have  there  been  those  evi- 
dences of  declension  which  are  no- 
ticeable in  many  churches.  The 
members  of  the  church  live  scatter- 
ed-over an  area  of  about  ten  miles 
square,  yet  they  are  generally  pre- 
sent at  meeting.  There  are  thir- 
ty-four members — three  having  been 
added  since  my  last  report— two  by 
letter  and  one  by  examination.  We 
have  here  a  Bible  class  of  about  thir- 
ty members,  who  manifest  a  good 
I  degree  of  interest. 
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From  Rev,  J,  P.  Stewart,  Stephen- 
son, III. 

Many  excellent  citizens  are  migra- 
ting to  our  village.  The  moral  as- 
pect of  society  is  changing  for  the 
better.  I  have  not  seen  a  communi- 
ty in  the  West  more  exemplary.  The 
number  of  professed  Christians  is 
small,  being  about  one  tenth  of  the 
entire  population — say  60  in  600. 
We  are  ready  to  organize  our  church, 
and  are  waiting  for  some  brother 
from  abroad  to  assist  us  in  the  orga- 
nization. We  expect  to  have  about 
twenty  members.  We  shall  proba- 
bly erect  a  church  during  the  next 
year,  but  if  not,  we  shall  fit  up  a  tem- 
porary house  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months.  We  suffer  much  from  the 
want  of  such  a  house,  having  to  oc- 
cupy the  school-house,  which  at 
times  is  used  by  other  denominations. 
The  Methodists  have  a  society  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  members,  which 
meets  once  in  three  weeks.  The 
Baptists  have  no  organization ;  they 
have  eight  or  ten  members,  and  have 
occasional  preaching. 

On  the  4th  of  July  I  attended  the 
temperance  convention  in  Henry 
county,  at  Andover,  twenty-five 
miles  east  of  this  place.  We  had  a 
good  meeting ;  about  three  hundred 
were  present.  Several  addresses 
were  delivered,  and  much  interest 
manifested. 

I  preached  at  Andover  on  the  Sab- 
bath after  the  4th,  to  an  attentive  au- 
dience, and  administered  the  sacra- 
ment in  the  afternoon.  I  have  fre- 
quent solicitations  to  go  abroad  to 
the  destitute  settlements  on  Rock 
River  and  preach,  and  also  to  the 
settlements  in  the  adjoining  Territo- 
ry, at  the  distance  of  60  or  70  miles. 
A  dozen  of  your  best  men  are  imme- 
diately wanted  for  Iowa, 


From  W,  M.  King,  Hancock  co,.  III, 

GRADUAL   ADVANCEMENT. 

Though  not  permitted  to  report  | 


any  general  revival,  yet  we  have  rea- 
son to  "thank  God  and  take  cou- 
rage." The  general  attendance  on 
the  word  preached  has  been  decided- 
ly better  during  the  quarter  now 
closed  than  in  any  previous  one. 
A  few  have  recently  professed  to 
have  "passed  from  death  unto 
life,"  but  most  of  them  are  the  chil- 
dren of  parents  belonging  to  other 
branches  of  the  church,  and  in 
consequence  of  family  influences, 
do  not  unite  with  us.  But  if  they  be 
the  children  of  God,  the  angels  will 
rejoice  over  them  with  equal  joy. 
There  are  still  many  things  connect- 
ed with  passing  events  which  tend 
to  clog  the  energies  of  the  church, 
and  to  distract  and  dissipate  the  pub- 
lic mind.  Th'e  pecuniary  pressure  is 
just  now  felt  here  with  more  distress- 
ing severity  than  at  any  previous  pe- 
riod ;  and  though  it  ought,  and  I 
hope,  in  the  end,  will  produce  a  salu- 
tary influence,  yet  for  the  time,  it 
hangs  as  an  incubus  on  the  mind. 

Political  excitement — evidence  of 
improvement. 

Political  excitement  is  another  ob- 
stacle of  no  little  magnitude.  I  pre- 
sume that  the  state  of  things  on  that 
subject  is  so  much  the  same  at  pre- 
sent in  every  corner  of  the  land,  that 
you  will  be  easily  able  to  appreciate 
the  difficulty  here,  by  what  is  pass- 
ingaround  you.  There  is, however, 
one  redeeming  fact,  i,  e..  That  amidst 
all  the  storm  of  political  excitement, 
there  is  less  drunkenness  at  elections 
and  political  meetings  than  has  been 
usual.  I  have  observed  with  much 
satisfaction,  that  it  has  become  in 
some  degree  a  point  of  rivalry  be- 
tween the  political  parties,  which  of 
their  meetings  shall  come  ofl"  with 
the  most  decency  and  sobriety. 
There  is  much,  however,  to  be  done 
yet  on  the  subject  of  temperance. 
There  are  still  many  around  us  who 
are  yielding  themselves  willing  cap- 
tives to  the  monster  vice ;  and  many 
others  who,  though  yet  sober  aijd 
free,  are  madly  blind  to  the  dan- 
ger of  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren. 
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▲N   AFFECTING  INTERVIEW. 

"  TTiey  fainted,  and  were  scattered 
abroad  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd?^ 

This  section  of  country  has  been 
fiettled  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  yet  hardly  the  trace  of  a  chris- 
tian minister,  can  be  found,  from  50 
io  100  miles  around.  The  Camp- 
bellites  have  done  "  what  they 
could,"  and  are  still  doing— but  no 
good.  A  few  Sabbaths  ago,  1  saw  in 
my  congregation  a  weeping  stran- 
ger—a lady  upwards  of  forty  years 
old.  After  sermon,  I  introduced  my- 
self to  her.  She  took  my  hand  with 
a  convulsive  grasp,  and  with  a  falter- 
ing voice  asked  the  blessing  of  Cod 
upon  me.  She  informed  me  that  she 
had  moved,  with  her  husband,  to  this 
country,  some  twenty  years  before, 
from  the  stale  of  New- York,  and 
brought  with  her  a  letter  of  dismis- 
sion ^nd  recommendation  from  a 
Presbyterian  church ;  that  she  still 
held  it  in  her  possession,  for  want  of 
an  opportunity  to  unite  with  any 
church.  She  said  she  longed  for  the 
communion,  and  had  a  few  times 
partaken  with  the  Campbellites,  but 
could  not  do  it  again.  "  You,"  said 
she,  as  she  sobbed  aloud,  "are  the 
first  Presbyterian  minister  I  have 
ever  seen  in  this  state,  and  I  have 
come  fifteen  miles  to  hear  you 
preach ;  and  I  bless  the  Lord,  I  am 
well  paid."  Could  our  eastern  Chris- 
tians have  heard  her  cries,  and  seen 
her  tears,  I  am  sure  they  would  say, 
"Send  forth  missionaries,  and  we 
will  sustain  them ;"  or,  could  they 
see  the  destitution  of  this  country, 
a  spirit  of  compassion  would  be 
stirred  within  them. 


THE  EASTERN  CHURCHES  OUGHT  TO  GIVE 

THEIR  Missionaries  in  the  west  a 

BETTER  SUPPORT. 

In  your  communication,  you  say 
that  "if  an  appropriation  of  $200 
will  encourage  the  people  at  - —  to 
raise  $200  more,  an  application  from 
them  will  probably  meet  with  a 
favorable  response."    This,  I  would 
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reply,  is  entirely  out  of  the  question : 
and  though  I  have  all  confidence  in 
those  who  conduct  the  Home  Mis^ 
sionary  cause,  and  know  that  they  do 
all  that  the  churches  at  the  East  will 
let  them  do,  yet  I  wish  to  say,  that  I 
do  not  think  the  churches  have  any 
better  grounds  for  requiring  their 
missionaries  in  this  region  to  get  half 
of  their  support  among  the  people 
for  whom  they  labor,  than  they  have 
to  require  it  of  those  who  go  to  the 
Hindoos,  or  of  any  other  foreign 
missionaries.    With   the   exception 

of ,  this  section  is  mostly  settled 

with  people    from ,  who  have 

never  known  any  thing  about  sup- 
porting the  Gospel,  and  have  no  idea 
but  what  $100  a  year,  (what  they 
used  to  be  told  was  the  salary  of 
Methodist  ministers,)  is  salary 
enough  for  any  one. 

Although  it  may  not  be  strictly  correct,  to 
assume  that  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
raising  a  support  for  n  inisters,  are  as  great 
in  some  places  in  America  as  in  heathen 
lands,  yei  there  is  much  fbrce  in  the  expos- 
tulation of  our  correspondent.  It  certainly 
is  no  more  than  fair,  that  men  who  give 
ihimsehes^theiT  bodil/  health,  their  years 
of  energy  and  toil— and  expend  their  mental 
treasured,  and  assume  a  load  of  anxiety  and 
care,  in  doing  the  work  which  is  the  commoti 
duty^  and  for  the  common  interest  of  all  the 
churches— should  be  slstainxd.  As  con- 
ductors of  this  enterprise,  the  Executive 
Committee  recognise  their  obligation  to  ex- 
pend the  funds  of  charity  in  an  economical 
manner.  But  they  tremble,  le  i  that  econo- 
my should  be  carried  so  far  as  to  prove  in  the 
end  really  expensive,  by  wearing  out  the 
patience  and  breaking  down  the  spirit  of  the 
missionary.  In  saying  this,  they  do  not 
take  counsel  of  their  sympathies  alone — 
though  these  are  often  deeply  moved — bu; 
speak  on  the  ground  of  careful  investigation, 
and  after  years  of  experience.  They  are  con- 
vinced that  the  average  amount  of  minis- 
terial support  in  our  country  is  too  low ;  and 
as  ministers  in  the  new  states  are  subject  to 
many  peculiar  difficulties,  they  are  more 
hable  than  others  to  embarrassment.  Hence, 
the  obligation  upon  the  church  at  large  to 
stand  by  the  faithful  pioneer,  and  not  allow 
him  to  suffer,  bat  rathet  to  make  hie  comforts 
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to  abound.  In  the  best  possible  circum- 
slaneeS)  be  must  meet  with  many  trials;  is 
h  not,  then,  a  small  matter,  and  one  on 
which  he  has  a  right  to  insist,  that  such  aid 
aa  his  fellow  Christians  can  give,  shall  be 
€ure  to  him  ;  and  that  the  evils  which  it  is 
within  their  power  to  arrest,  shall  not  befal 
him? 


INDUNA. 
From  Rev,  Asa  Johnson,  Peru,  Ind, 

MISSIONARY  LABORS  IN  A  WIDE  FIELD. 

Since  my  last  report  my  labors 
have  been  spread  over  quite  an  ex- 
tent of  country,  perhaps  greater  than 
you  would  think  advisable — but,  all 
things  considered,  no  greater  than 
to  us  seems  necessary.  My  miis- 
sionary  field  is  nearly  thirty  miles 
square,  and  of  late  I  have  been 
earnestly  invited  to  enlarge  it,  by 
going  about  30  miles  south  of  the 
Wabash,  and  70  north  of  it.  I  spend 
a  little  more  than  half  of  my  Sab- 
baths in  this  place.  Here  I  preaeh 
twice  on  the  Sabbath,  and  superin- 
tend a  Sabbath  school.  During  the 
week,  I  hold  a  prayer  meeting,  visit 
as  m  uch  as  I  can  from  house  to  house, 
distribute  tracts,  &c.  Once  a  month, 
I  ride  about  21  miles  along  the  canal 
cast,  and  preach  in  two  different 
places  of  some  importance,on  the  Sab- 
bath.^  On  this  tour  I  am  always  absent 
three  days,  and  sometimes  a  week. 
Once  in  three  months  I  ride  about  30 
miles  northeast,  to  a  small  Presby- 
terian settlement,  where  I  organized 
a  church  last  spring.  On  this  lour  I 
am  absent  about  a  week,  visiting  the 
sick,  distributing  tracts,  &c.  I  preach 
as  often  as  I  can  on  the  Sabbath,  in 
as  many  as  fkve  other  places.  Since 
I  began  to  cultivate,  or  rather  to  ride 
over  this  moral  waste,  there  have 
been  some  hopeful  conversions;  one 
of  the  subjects  has  since  die<l,  I  trust, 
the  death  of  the  righteous.  In  several 
of  these  places,  good  manifestly  has 
been  done.  The  nu  mber  who  attend 
meetings  increases,  Sabbath  schools 
are  organized,  and  reading  meetings 
on  the  Sabbath  held.    I  cannot  but 


think  that  the  way  is  preparing  for 
great  good  here,  and  that  God  ha» 
mercy  in  store  for  this  people. 

INDIAN    SCHOOL. 

Within  three  months  a  mission 
school  has  been  established  among 
the  Miami  Indians,  and  within 
about  four  miles  of  Peru.  This  school 
is  for  the  Indian  children.  Its  pros- 
pects are  flattering.  The  teacher  isr 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graham's  church, 
in  Oxford,  Ohio,  and  is  supported  by 
them. 

MINISTERS   GREATLY   NEEDED. 

I  have  in  previous  communications 
said  something  of  the  Wants  of  this 
I  part  of  Indiana.  I  see  more  and  more 
of  our  wants  daily.  It  is  painful  to 
see  the  children  growing  up,  and  the 
aged  dying,  without  the  institutions 
of  the  Gospel.  Are  there  no  more 
ministers  at  the  East,  who  can  come 
to  our  help  7 

The  church  in  Delphi  b  still  desti- 
tute. A  good  man  there  would  re- 
ceive the  most  of  his  support.  In 
Wabash  county,  a  minister  is  very 
mu6h  needed.  They  continue  ta 
urge  me  to  come  and  live  among 
them,  and  promising  me  if  I  will  do 
so,  considerable  for  my  support.  The 
j  influential  men  in  the  county  arc 
partial  to  Presbyterian  preaching.  I 
have  just  had  an  invitation  to  go  to 
Laporie  county.  The  churches  in 
Rochester  and  Plymouth,  both  are 
vacant — they  are  nearly  able  together 
to  support  a  minister. 


VIRGINIA. 

From  B$v,  David  Palmer,  Smythe 
CO,,  Va. 

I  have  continued  to  preach  in  my 
extended  field  of  labor.  The  congre- 
gations have  been  large  and  attentive. 
I  trust  the  Holy  Spirit  is  still  among 
us,  though  the  manifestations  of  his 
presence  are  not  as  striking  as  at 
former  periods.  I  have  bo  reason  to 
be  discouraged,  as  there  is  a  visible 
ijoprovement  in  the  morals  ef  the 
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people,  and  an  increasing  interest] 
manifested  towards  llie  Gospel  and 
its  institutions.  A  gentleman  of  in- 
tellioence  (onr  representative)  re- 
cently remarked  that  there  had  been 
a  great  change  for  the  better  during 
the  last  two  years. 


OHIO. 


THE   HOUSE    OF   MOURNING. 

In  November  last,  I  visited  a  family 
in  which  were  nine  daughters  and 
one  son.  Four  of  the  daughters  were 
grown — from  17  to  26  years  of  age. 
It  was  one  of  the  best  disciplined 
families  I  ever  visited.  After  chris- 
tian conversation  and  prayer,  I  told 
the  plarents  it  was  their  privilege  as 
well  as  their  duty  to  educate  one  or 
more  of  their  ^ughters  for  future 
usefulness.  X'y  expressed  a  wil- 
lingness to  do  this.  I  then  proposed 
it  to  the  young  ladies,  promising  to 
do  all  in  my  power  to  secure  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  female  seminary  for 
them,  provided  one  or  more  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  gp.  The 
two  youngest,  being  twins,  looked 
upon  each  other  and  said  "  We  can- 
not go."  The  other  two  said,  *'  Our 
parents  are  not  able  to  send  more 
than  one  and  we  cannot  be  parted. 
We  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  sepa- 
ration." I  told  them  they  must  not 
look  so  much  to  their  present  happi- 
ness as  their  future  usefulness.  But 
argument  was  unavailing.  I  then 
reminde4  them  of  a  separation  which 
would,  according  to  the  course  of  na- 
ture, take  place  sooner  or  later,  and 
of  the  importance  of  preparing  for  it. 
I  left  the  house  and  returned  home  ; 
meditating  on  the  endearing  ties  ex- 
isting in  that  family.  Ten  days  after- 
ward, I  was  called  to  preach  a  funeral 
sermon  at  that  house.  On  inquiring 
who  was  dead,  the  reply  was,  *'  One 
of  the  twins."  In  July  the  other 
twin  and  the  sister  next  to  her  in  age 
died.  Only  ten  days  intervened  be- 
tween their  deaths.  This  family  I 
visited  in  time  of  affliction,  and  I 
must  say,  for  the  honor  of  God's 
sovereign  grace,  that  the  last  two 


mentioned  had  given  satisfactorj 
evidence  of  piety.  Just  before  the 
death  of  the  second,  she  said, "  I  am 
going  to  heaven — 1  feel  the  blessed- 
ness of  heaven  in  my  soul — mother, 
there  is  nothing  here  that  can  satisfy 
me ;  1  am  going  home ;  weep  not 
for  me."  After  prayer,  she  reached 
out  her  hand  to  me  and  said,  "  I  am 
going  to  see  that  Saviour  you  recom- 
mended to  me.  I  have  found  him — - 
he  is  mine  and  I  am  his."  It  was  on 
a  Sabbath  evening  in  July  that  I  went 
to  see  the  third.  I  found  the  family 
calm  and  submissive.  The  sufferer 
being  deprived  of  her  reason,  no- 
thing could  be  done  but  to  recommend 
her  departing  spirit  to  the  Saviour. 
In  a  few  minutes  she  bid  an  eternal 
farewell  to  earth,  and  ascended,  we 
hope,  not  only  to  see  her  sisters, 
who  had  refused  to  be  separated  for 
a  while  on  earth,  but  to  those  regions 
where  parting  shall  be  no  more,  to 
dwell  with  Christ  and  holy  intelli- 
gences for  ever.  "  They  were  lovely 
and  pleasant  in  their  lives,  and  in 
their  deaths  were  not  long  divided." 
Says  the  bereaved  mother,  "Very 
pleasant  have  they  been  unto  me, 
their  love  to  me  was  wonderful." 

O  how  consoling  to  the  ambassa- 
dor of  Jesus  Christ,  when  called 
to  visit  the  sick  and  the  dying,  to 
think  he  has  discharged  his  duty  to 
them  in  health — warning  and  entreat- 
ing them,  in  Christ's  stead,  to  be  re- 
conciled to  God. 


MICHIGAN. 

FEEBLENESS    OP   CHURCHES    CAUSED    BY 
THE   DISUNION   OF   CHRISTIANS. 

The  subject  of  christian  union 
was  discussed  in  our  Presbytery 
with  candor  and  cordiality.  The 
attention  of  ministers  and  churches 
here  is  necessarily  turned  to  this 
subject.  In  new  settlements  the  di- 
visions in  the  church  of  Christ  are 
ruinous.  Organizing  three  or  four 
churches  in  villages  and  neighbor- 
hoods, whose  population  is  not  too 
large  for  a  single  church  and  a  single 
congregation,  must  of  necessity  bring 
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these  different  churches  into  colli- 
sion with  each  other,  and  keep  them 
struggling  for  the  ascendancy,  and 
even  for  existence.  In  these  col- 
lisions and  struggles  the  folly  and 
shame  of  the  christian  world  are 
conspicuous.  These  are  sorrows 
which  call  for  relief.  They  appeal 
especially  to  the  sympathies  and 
the  wisdom  of  the  A.  H.  M.  Society. 

These  divisions  make  the  feeble 
more  feeble,  and  the  needy  more 
needy.  So  long  as  they  continue, 
our  frontier  settlements  must  re- 
main unable  to  support  the  Gospel. 
Hundreds  of  churches  will  look 
to  the  Home  Missionary  enterprise 
as  their  only  help  and  their  only 
hope. 

A  multitude  of  emigrants  carry 
with  them  the  seeds  of  division. 
Wherever  they  locate,  these  seeds 
are  planted.  Like  roots  of  bitterness 
they  spring  up  quickly,  and  their 
growth  is  luxuriant  and  pernicious. 
The  tide  of  emigration  is  flowing 
wider  and  deeper,  and  of  course  the 
evils  of  division  are  extending,  and 
the  sorrows  of  the  destitute  are  mul- 
tiplying. 

From  whence  shall  relief  proceed? 
Must  it  not  be  sought  at  the  hands  of 
the  Society  that  has  the  supervision 
of  the  feeble  and  the  destitute  ?  Shall 
it  not  be  expected  of  those  whose 
enterprise  and  beneficence  contem- 
plate the  full  and  final  supply  of  the 
churches  of  our  land  ?  If  divisions 
were  discountenanced  by  the  minis- 
try, if  Christians  were  taught  to  be 
one,  both  in  reality  and  in  appear- 
ance, and  if  they  were  induced  to 
identify  their  interests,  and  to  con- 
centrate their  energies,  the  work  of 
domestic  missions  would  be  light 
and  brief. 

Were  the  organization  of  churches 
according  to  the  primitive  pattern — 
if  the  design  and  tendency  were  to 
separate  between  the  friends  and  the 
enemies  of  God,  and  not  between  his 
friends— if  all  who  arc  really  pious 
were  united  in  church  membership, 
the  number  of  feeble  churches  would 
be  small.  Almost  every  township  in 
the  country  would  be  able  and  wil- 
ling to  support  the  Gospel. 

Paul  was  encouraged  to  plead  for 


himself,  because  that  King  Agrippa 
was  expert  in  the  questions  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Jews.  May  not  missiona- 
ries be  encouraged  to  plead  with  the 
A.  H.  M.  Society  to  discountenance 
divisions,  and  to  be  pioneers  in  the 
cause  of  unity,  from  a  knowledge  of 
their  libcraliiy.and  their  freedom  from 
seetarianism,  and  the  spirit  of  exclu- 
siveness.  If  I  am  not  entirely  mis- 
taken, this  subject  commends  itself 
to  the  attention  and  the  efforts  of  the 
A.  H.  M.  Society,  by  considerations 
of  peculiar  interest.  It  appeals  to 
their  wisdom,  and  zeal,  and  sympa- 
thies, with  emphatic  language,  and 
with  an  imperative  voice. 

REMARKS. 

The  statement  of  the  evils  of  diiunion 
among  Christians  hinted  at  above,  is  cor- 
roborated by  a  thousand  witnesses.  The 
American  Home  Missimary  Society  has 
from  the  beginning  of  its  operations  seen 
and  deplored  them.  As  far  as  lay  within 
the  province  of  the  Society,  it  has  done  all 
it  could  to  discountenance  divisions;  lias 
always  endeavored  so  to  bestow  its  aid,  as  to 
make  it  tend  to  combine,  rather  than  to 
divide  the  friends  of  Christ. 

But  the  American  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety has  no  direct  power  to  compel  union 
among  Christians.  It  can  operate  only  by 
sustaining  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and 
leaving  it  to  the  truth  to  work  out  the  pre- 
cious result.  The  Society  cannot  exert, 
even  if  the  people  would  obey,  an  authorita- 
tive influence  to  mould  the  community  into 
a  homogeneous  mass.  It  is  the  organ  of 
several  denominations  of  Christians,  among 
whose  ministers  and  churches  it  can  know 
no  difference ;  but  is  bound  to  extend  to  all 
its  assistance,  as  their  need  may  require, 
and  its  ability  will  permit.  The  missiona- 
ries are  subject  to  the  ecclesiastical  control 
of  their  respective  Associations,  Presbyte- 
ries, or  Classes,  and  to  no  other.  In  form- 
ing churches,  they  do  it  as  ministers,  and  not 
as  missionaries;  their  authority  to  form 
them  is  given  by  the  bodies  by  whom  they 
are  inducted  into  the  sacred  office,  and  not  by 
the  Missionary  Society.  The  Society  acts 
chiefly  as  a  provider  for  their  temporal  wants 
while   engaged  in  preaching  the   GospeL 
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Although  from  its  relation  to  the  destitute 
mnd  to  the  feeble  churches,  it  can  do  and 
has  done  great  good  in  {Arranging  many  g§ 
the  circumstances  of  congregations,  it  can- 
not interfere  with  the  ecclesiastical  form  of 
churches,  nor  prescribe  to  them  the  qualifi- 
cations of  members.  This  is  a  matter  which 
the  missionaries  manage  as  they  please, 
under  their  responsibility  to  Christ  and  the 
laws  of  their  respective  churches. 

While,  therefore,  we  devoutly  wish  the 
disciples  of  the  same  Lord,  in  the  settle- 
ments of  the  West,  would  agree  to  sit  at  the 
same  table,  it  is  a  result  which  can  be  brought 
about  only  by  a  previous  increase  of  piety  in 
our  land.  When  each  believer  shall  love  that 
in  his  brother  which  makes  him  a  Christiariy 
more  than  he  dislikes  that  in  which  he  dif- 
fers from  himself,  then  direct  efforts  for  the 
union  of  different  denominations  may  be 
successful.  But  until  a  paramount  respect 
for  Christ's  image,  wherever  seen,  shall  be- 
come common  in  the  principal  evangelical 
denominations,  the  first  clement  of  union 
will  be  wanting,  and  we  fear  that  all 
attempts  at  combining  Christians  by  plans 
qf  organization  will  be  fruitless. 


A    PICTURE. 

Sickness  has  given  me  access  to 
persons  whom  I  might  not  otherwise 
have  approached.  A  physician,  or 
perhaps  some  one  else,  says  to  your 
missionary,  "  At  such  a  tavern,  there 
lies  a  young  man  sick."  He  goes  to 
the  tavern,  and  enters,  perhaps  in 
the  midst  of  profaneness  and  intem- 
perance, which  receive  a  momentary 
check  as  he  passes  through.  He  in- 
quires, and  is  conducted  to  some  little 
room,  not  probably  out  of  the  hear- 
ing of  the  company  below.  On  the 
lowly  bed,  within  the  sound  of  oaths 
and  blasphemies,  there  lies  the  object 
of  his  search,  almost  consumed  with 
fever,  or  sinking  in  the  chill.  He 
commences  nursing  him,  applying 
as  the  case  may  require,  the  wet 
cloth  to  the  temples  and  forehead,  or 
chafing  him,  using  the  camphor  or 
other  stimulant.  The  young  man 
begins  to  revive,  and  lopks  up  with 
astonishment    to    find    that    some 


one  in  the  "West  cares  for  him. 
Not  many  tavern-keepers  at  the 
West,  however,  would  neglect  the 
temporal  sufferings  of  a  stranger  un- 
der their  care ;  still  your  missiona- 
ries find  abundant  occasion  to  show 
this  species  of  kinditess.  But  who 
careth  for  the  soul  ? 

As  he  begins  to  talk  of  Jesus  and 
his  salvation,  the  sufferer  feels  the 
joyful  conviction,  that  here  is  one  in 
whom  he  may  confide !  He  unbo- 
soms all  his  care.  He  tells  of  his 
early  training  and  religious  instruc- 
tions, the  earnest  warning  of  a  father, 
now,  it  may  be,  in  his  grave ;  or  the 
tears  and  prayers  of  a  mother  whom 
he  left  at  home,  of  his  wanderings, 
his  sinful  negligences  and  indul- 
gences. It  is  possible  that  he  speaks 
of  his  own  covenant  with  God— now 
brought  to  mind  in  this  hour  of  trial. 
Scenes  like  these  are  by  no  means 
unfrequent.  I  am  led  to  think  that 
every  missionary,  especially  on  the 
great  thorough  fares,  meets  with  more 
or  less  of  them.  How  few  such 
wanderers  would,  in  their  need,  have 
the  faithful  ambassador  of  Christ  to 
visit,  instruct,  and  pray  with  them, 
were  it  not  for  your  Society  ? 


SUCCESSFUL  EFFORTS  TO  PROMOTE 
SUNDAY   SCHOOLS. 

The  attention  of  the  people  has 
seemed  to  be  called  to  the  subject  of 
Sunday  schools  for  some  time  past, 
and  the  inquiry  has  been  frequently 
made,  "  What  can  be  done  to  make 
the  Sunday  schools  more  interesting, 
and  secure  a  better  attendance?" 
My  health'  and  strength  have  been 
such,  that  I  have  not  felt  myself 
warranted  in  spending  much  time  in 
the  school,  as  it  is  held  in  the  inter- 
mission, and  I  find  the  two  regular 
services,  and  the  Bible  class  at  5 
o'clock, as  much  as  I  can  well  attend 
to.  About  the  1st  of  July,  however, 
I  remained  in  the  school—the  matter 
was  talked  over,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  visit  and  get  in  pupils. 
Particular  reference  was  to  be  had  to 
getting  into  the  school  the  whole 
congregation,  a  majority  of  whom 
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have  usually  gpent  the  Sabbath  quite 
differently.  The  next  Sabbath,  im- 
mediately after  the  forenoon  exer- 
cises, we  went  among  the  people,  I 
and  "compelled  them,"  by  our  per-, 
suasions,  "to  come  in."  We  suc-j 
ceeded  beyond  our  expectations.  I 
From  40  to  fiO  had  been  our  usual 
JQumber  heretofore,  and  we  at  once 
gathered  79  who  took  the  place  of 
pupils,  although  they  were  old  and 
young.  The  next  Sabbath  the  effort 
was  repeated,  and  the  result  was  we 
had  97,  besides  the  teachers.  Our 
meeting-house  is  now  "  loo  strait  for 
us."  One  class  of  married  ladies 
meet  in  a  neighboring  house,  and  we 
have  formed  an  infant  Sunday 
school,  which  had  last  Sabbath  21,  in 
all  amounting  to  111.  And  we  are 
confidently  expecting  a  further  in- 
crease. This  effort,  or  something 
else,  has  given  a  new  impulse  to  my 
Bible  class,  and  its  number  is  increas- 
ing.   Last  Sabbath  we  had  26. 

Such  is  the  immediate  result  of  a 
little  effort,  and  I  have  been  thus  par- 
ticular In  the  hope  that  others  would 
be  led  to  follow  the  example.  We 
hope  for  great  and  good  results. 
God's  word  is  probably  more  exten- 
sively studied  in  this  community, 
than  ever  before,  and  it  will  not  "  re 
turn  void." 


CANADA. 


Fr&n  Eev.  E.  J.  SherrilL  Eaton. 

L.a 

HOUSE  OF  WORSHIP  ERECTED. 

in  my  last  report,  I  stated  that  we 
were  making  arrangements  to  erect 
a  house  of  worship.  I  am  happy  to 
inform  you  that  our  little  church  are 
resolutely  pressing  forward  in  the 
work.  We  did  expect  to  receive 
aid  from  other  denominations,  who 
usually  worship  with  us  on  the  Sab-  j 
bat^ ;  but  as  they  would  do  nothing 
except  on  the  condition  of  controlling 
the  house  a  part  of  the  time,  we  de- 
cided to  go  forward  without  their 
assistance*.  Public  prayer  was  offer- 
ed at  the  raising  of  the  building.  No 
iatoxieating  liquor  was  allowed  onj 


the  ground,  and  the  frame  was  raised 
jviihout  injury  to  any  one.  The 
•building  is  now  covered,  and  the 
steeple  towers  towards  heaven.  We 
shall  go  forward  as  fast  as  our  means 
will  allow,  and  hope,  ere  long,  to 
have  it  dedicated  to  the  worship  of 
God ;  and  that  it  may  hereafter  often 
be  said,  "This  and  that  man  was 
born  there." 


From  Rev,  J,  Anderson^  Melbourne^ 

L.  a 

PROQRESS. 

At  our  last  communion  we  receiv- 
ed into  fellowship  with  the  church 
twelve  members — ten  by  profession, 
and  two  by  letter.  It  was  a  most  in- 
teresting and  delightful  sight,  and  to 
me,  and  I  trust  to  all  present,  a  so- 
lemn one.  Among  the  new  mem- 
bers were  the  hoary  headed  parent, 
accompanied  by  his  daughters  in  the 
bloom  of  youth  ;  the  husband  and 
wife,  in  the  prime  of  their  days  ;  the 
young  wife  who  had  but  lately  be- 
come a  mother;  and  the  blushing 
girl  still  below  the  period  of  woman- 
hood, who  all  dedicated  themselves 
to  the  Lord,  by  a  solemn  covenant 
engagement.  I  preached  on  the  oc- 
casion to  a  very  large  congregation. 
The  deep  attention  and  the  solemn 
seriousness  ^manifested  through  the 
whole  assembly,  led  me  to  hope  that 
a  peculiar  blessing  may  result  fron^ 
the  services  of  the  day. 


NEW.YOB.K. 

"  REMEMBER    THAT    WE    ARE    SURE    Of 
VICTORY." 

This  is  said  to  have  been  the  watch-word 
with  which  a  chieftain  once  animated  his 
soldiers  to  the  successful  resistance  of  a  su- 
perior force.  To  keep  up  the  spirits,  and  hope 
on  amid  discouragements,  is  in  all  men  the 
secret  of  great  achievements:  but  in  a 
Christian,  and  especially  in  the  christian 
minister,  it  is  a  duty,  to  fail  of  which,  is  to 
distrust  the  explicit  pledge  of  tht  Saviour. 
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What  htf  he  to  do  with  gloomy  apprehen- 
sions, to  whom  it  is  said,  "  Lo,  I  am  with 

TOO   ALWAT,    EVEN    TO    THB     BND      OP      THE 
WOULD  V* 

The  writer  of  the  following  report  evi- 
dently is  accustomed  to  regard  the  bright 
side  of  things.  Though  he  has  been  so  em- 
harrassed  as  to  be  compelled  to  sell  portions 
of  his  goods,  he  appears  never  to  dream  of 
failure  in  his  great  work,  but  raises  the 
battle  cry  of  "victory I"  and  charges  the 
enemy  afresh.  Cheerfulness,  and  a  buoyant 
determination  not  to  yield  to  embarrass 
ments,  but  to  press  forward  in  doing  what- 
ever needs  to  be  done  for  a  particular 
church  and  for  the  general  interests  of  Zion, 
not  only  increases  a  minister's  own  effective, 
ness,  but  also  inspires  the  people  with  a 
similar  spirit  of  enterprise  and  confidence. 

We  are  too  apt  to  feel  that  we  have 
little  to  day  of  the  mercy  of  God,  ex- 
cept when  We  can  record  the  special 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit  in  the  con- 
version of  sinners.  Yet  I  can  say, 
goodness  and  mercy  have  followed 
me ;  for  which  I  desire  to  bless  his 
holy  name.  Our  meetings  are  well 
attended  on  the  Sabbath,  the  people 
hear  the  word  gladly,  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  with  profit,  as  there 
are  some  that  indulge  hope,  and  some 
others  are  inquiring.  The  Sabbath 
school  is  prosperous.  Only  one  has 
been  added  since  my  last  report,  and 
that  one  by  letter.  There  are  five 
others  that  I  expect  will  come  for- 
ward at  our  next  meeting.  But  we 
have  glorious  news  respecting  the 
temperance  reform.  I  was  deter- 1 
mined  this  spring  that  if  possible  we 
would  attempt  to  drive  this  monster, 
intemperance,  from  our  town.  A' 
few  true  friends  to  the  cause  enlisted ; 
"We  met  the  enemy,  and  conquered  ; 
and  our  tawn  now  stands  redeemed. 
A  large  proportion  of  my  time  is 
now  devoted  to  pastoral  visits,  which 
I  find  a  most  effectual  method  of 
bringing  forward  my  people  in 
teligious  order,  and  in  morals.  Al- 
though embarrassed  and  poor,  they 
have  come  up  nobly,  and  prepared 
two  acres  of  land,  and  put  upon  it  a 
small  house,  in  which  I  am  now  com- 
fortably Situated  with  my  family. 
Under  CM,  we  owe  this  to  your 


noble  Society,  in  thus  sustaining  the 
Gospel.  We  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  we  may  be  your  sup- 
porters. 

I  feel  that  we  ought  to  forward 
with  this  communication  some  funds 
for  your  cause  ;  but,  it  is  impossible. 
A  few  days  previous  to  receiving 
your  communication  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Home  Missionary  trea- 
sury, I  received  the  circular  from 
the  Foreign  Missionary  Board ;  and 
laid  the  subject  before  my  people, 
and  raised  by  subscription  ^2;  one 
half  was  paid,  and  the  balance  is  to 
be  paid  within  the  year.  The  times 
are  so  hard  for  money,  that  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  get  any  at  pre- 
sent ;  but  as  soon  as  any  thing  can 
be  disposed  of  for  money,  you  may 
depend  upon  all  that  we  can  do. 


From  Rev.  B.  West,  Walworth^N.  Y. 

FRUITS   OF   A  REVIVAL. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the 
blessed  revival  of  God's  work,  which 
we  enjoyed  last  spring,  and  the  num- 
ber (twenty-four,)  who  united  with 
our  church— all  on  profession  but 
two,  and  sixteen  were  heads  of  fanai- 
lies.  The  converts  generally  run 
well,  so  as  to  encourage  the  hope  that 
we  shall  meet  them  all  in  HeaveUr 
Two  or  three  of  the  men  were  con- 
siderably addicted  to  the  use  of 
strong  drink  previous  to  their  con- 
version, but  they  at  once  abandoned 
the  cup  of  devils,  signed  the  pledge, 
and  have  in  faith  and  sincerity,  we 
hope,  taken  the  cup  of  salvation,  and 
called  on  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
They  have  neither  of  them  drunken 
since  any  thing  that  can  intoxicate* 
The  cause  of  temperance  finds  many 
warm  friends  among  us.  Our  tavern 
has  this  spring  become  a  temperance 
house,  with  encouraging  prospects. 
I  believe  that  now  we  have  no  one 
in  the  town  of  Walworth  licensed  by 
law  to  sell  ardent  spirits.  So  may  it 
ever  be. 

Thus  the  Lord  has  blessed  us,  andl 
thus  we  are  encouraged  to  labor r 
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From   Rev.  Benj,  Russell^  Amity, 
Alleghany  co.,  N,  Y, 

REVIVAL — MEETING   HOUSES   BUILT. 

There  have  been  about  fifteen  hope- 
ful conversions  within  the  field  of  my 
labor  the  past  quarter.  Nine  have 
united  with  the  church.  A  general 
interest  is  still  felt  in  the  several 
congregations  in  which  I  labor.  The 
Sabbath  schools  are  flourishing.  Our 
meeting-house  in  this  place  is  now 
finished,  and  will  soon  be  dedicated. 
The  meeting-house  in  Audover  will 
also  soon  be  finished. 


From  Rev.  S.  W.  Raymond,  Union 
Springs,  N-  Y. 

FRUITS   OP  Afi  AWAKENING. 

In  my  last,  I  believe  some  intima- 
tions were  given  of  a  work  of  grace 
then  in  progress  among  this  people. 
Since  then,  nineteen  have  united 
with  this  church;  seventeen  on  pro- 
fession and  two  by  letter.  A  number 
who  indulge  hopes  are  waiting  an- 
other opportunity,  when  we  hope  to 
see  ihem  come  forward  to  the  table 
of  the  Lord. 

I  might  give  in  detail  some  few 
instances  of  conversion,  which  strik- 
ingly illustrate  the  power  and  riches 
of  God's  grace.  Suffice  it,  however, 
to  say,  that  some  men  who,  a  few 
months  ago,  we  should  have  thought 
the  most  unlikely  to  have  become 
the  followers  of  Christ,  are  now  found 
sitting  meekly  at  his  feel.  At  some 
subsequent  period,  (should  ihey  con- 
tinue faithful,)  it  may  be  deemed 
proper  to  disclose  their  cases  more 
fully  to  the  world.  At  present  I 
need  only  add,  that  so  great  has  been 
the  change  in  some  instances,  as  to 
force  the  concession  from  men  of 
"  another  spirit,"  that  religion  must 
be  a  reality.  Although  there  have 
been  no  recent  conversions,  yet 
there  still  continues  to  be  a  good  de 
gree  of  interest,  and  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  is  manifestly  felt  among 
this  people,  to  a  degree  far  beyond 
what  has  been  common  in  years  past. 


Our  church  edifice  is  in  progress,  and 

we  expect  it  will  be  completed  in  the 
early  part  of  fall. 

The  cause  of  temperance  still  con- 
tinues its  healthful  and  widening  in- 
fluence among  us,  and  through  the 
prayers  of  God*s  people  for  us,  we 
hope  to  see  christian  effort  blessed 
to  the  sanctification  of  this  people. 


SABBATH  SCHOOLS — DIFFICULTIES  OVER* 
COME. 

I  have  three  places  where  I  preach 
Statedly ;  though  in  two  of  them  I 
only. preach  alternately  a  third  ser- 
mon on  the  Sabbath,  and  occasion- 
ally in  the  week  time.  In  each  of 
these  places  we  have  a  Sabbath 
school;  and  in  two  of  them  Bible 
cfesses,  which  I  think  promise  much 
good;  though  two  of  the  Sabbath 
schools  are  not  exclusively  under 
the  direction  of  members  of  our 
church.  In  one  of  these  districts 
where  is  our  most  flourishing  Sab- 
bath school  and  Bible  class,  I  am  in- 
formed there  never  has  been  one 
before,  since  the  settlement  of  the 
place,  (which  may  be  30  or  40 years,) 
except  during  one  season.  It  is  a 
place  which  has  been  signal  for 
infidelity,  especially  for  Atheism. 
Playing  cards  on  the  Sabbath  is 
spoken  of  as  of  frequent  occurrence. 
One  of  the  deacons  of  our  church  in- 
formed me,  that  but  a  short  time  since, 
when  returning  from  the  Sabbath 
school,  he  saw  a  company  of  men 
playing  cards  in  the  door-yard  of  an 
Atheist.  We  expected  to  accom- 
plish but  very  little  here,  yet  we 
thought,  that  by  the  help  of  God,  we 
would  try.  We  accordingly  ap- 
pointed the  organization  of  a  school, 
^nd  visited  a  large  portion  of  the 
families  with  reference  to  it.  I  also 
visited  the  children  in  their  district 
school  a  number  of  times,  and  en- 
deavored to  make  myself  familiar 
with  them,  and  to  convince  them 
that  I  was  their  friend.  And  none 
of  the  parents  objected  to  their  chil- 
dren's attending, and  even  Atheists 
send  their  children  to  the  school; 
and  public  sentiment  appears  te  be 
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in  its  favor.  Wc  circulated  a  sub- 
scription in  the  district  to  procure 
some  Sabbath  school  books,  and  1  am 
told  that  every  man  to  whom  it  was 
offered,  except  two,  put  down  some- 
thing. We  sent  the  money  to  a  friend 
in ,  and  he  got  up  a  little  sub- 
scription there  and  added  something, 
and  sent  uk  a  small  supply  of  new- 
books.  Since  that,  the  same  indi- 
vidual, at  our  request,  has  sent  us  a 
good  quantity  of  second-hand  books, 
so  that  through  the  good  hand  of  God 
upon  us,  we  are  favored  with  a 
library  sufficient  for  the  present 
season. 


From  Rev.  T.  J.  Haswell,  IVarrens- 
burghj  N.  Y. 

SYSTEMATIC  TRACT  DISTRIBUTION. 

In  a  former  report  I  spoke  of  an 
attempt  we  were  making  to  form  a 
society,  and  commence  the  monthly 
distribution  of  tracts.  In  this  we 
have  succeeded.  Early  in  June,  we 
obtained  a  good  supply  of  tracts;  en- 
listed the  Methodists  with  us  in  the 
formation  of  a  society  ;  divided  the 
two  parishes  of  the  village  into  dis- 
tricts, and  appointed  monthly  distri- 
butors, and  commenced  operations. 
By  this  means,  we  are  ^bringing  a 
good  proportion  of  the  Church  into 
systematic  action,  and  from  the 
character  of  the  last  monthly  meet- 
ing-of  the  distributors,  I  think  we 
may  confidently  look  for  much  good 
as  the  result  of  their  labors.  The 
effort  was  engaged  in  with  conside- 
rable spirit,  and  the  interest  is  mani- 
festly increasing,  as  the  working  of 
the  system  is  seen. 

At  our  last  communion  twenty-one 
united  with  the  church,  eighteen  on 
profession,  and  three  by  letter. 
Three  more  are  expected  to  unite 
with  us  at  our  next  communion. 

The  state  of  religious  feeling  is  not 
what  it  was  at  the  lime  of  my  last 
report;  though  the  interest  is  very 
considerable.  There  are  a  few  cases 
of  seriousness  among  the  impeni- 
tent. 

VOL.  xni.  18 


COMMITTEE  OP  MISSIONS 

IN   LANCASTER  PRESBYTERY,   OHIO. 

The  Lancaster  Presbytery  has  appointed 
a  Board  of  Missions  to  act  in  connexion  with 
the  A.  H.  M.  S.  in  the  follo'wing  counties  of 
Ohio,  viz:  Stark,  W^ayne,  Holmes,  Tusca- 
rawas, Coshocton,  Guernsey,  Muskingum, 
Perry,  Licking  and  Fairfield.  vApplications 
for  aid,  and  other  correspondence  in  refe- 
rence to  Home  Missionary  operations  on 
the  above  field,  should  be  addressed  to  Rev. 
Alexander  Duncan,  Newark,  Licking  co., 
Ohio. 


OUR  COUNTRY- 

"  Breathes  there  a  man  of  soul  sa  dead, 
Who  never  to  himvelf  hath  said, 
•  This  is  my  owu,Hwy  native  land !' " 

Every  man  of  ingenuous  mind  loves  the 
country  of  his  birth.  Men  may  pride  them- 
selves on  their  being  "citizens of  the  world," 
and  affect  an  enlargement  of  soul  that 
knows  no  preference  for  the  land  of  their 
nativity;  they  probably  misrepresent  the 
better  feelings  of  their  own  hearts.  Or,  if 
they  indeed  feel  no  peculiar  love  for  the 
country  whose  soil  has  cherished  and 
whose  laws  have  protected  them,  and 
for  the  people  whose  blood  they  share 
and  whose  intelligence  informs  and  ele- 
vates them,  it  is  surely  no  just  ground  for 
boasting.  Indeed,  such  an  indifierence  to 
the  relationships  of  country  and  kindred, 
would  seem  to  call  in  question  the  moral, 
health  of  him  who  professes  it.  Our  rela' 
tionSf  if  not  the  sourcCf  are  at  least  the  mea* 
sure  of  our  obligations.  The  reasons  which 
bind  us  to  love  men  at  all,  increase  in  ur- 
gency as  the  subjects  are  nearer  us  in  posi- 
tion mote  intimately  related  to  us,  and  more 
within  the  reach  of  our  kind  offices. 

Why  is  not  patriotism  generally  numbered 
among  the  christian  virtues  1  We  applaud 
the  love  of  country  exhibited  by  men  of  the 
world,  by  the  soldier  and  the  statesman; 
why  not  require  it  also  as  an  element  in  the 
character  of  a  saint?  Is  it  incompatible 
with  His  dignity  as  a  citizen  of  a  heavenly 
kingdom,  that  he  recognize  his  relations  in 
this  world  and  fulfil  the  claims  and  duties 
that  arise  out  of  them  7  The  hero  who 
jeopards  his  life  for  the  heartha  and  altars  of 
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his  native  land,  and  the  ciTilian  who  ainks 
his  own  in  his  country's  aggrandizement, 
are  characters  to  whom  we  accord  the 
honors  of  a  moral  sublimity.  And  yet, 
through  a  strange  perverseness,  ii  is  by 
some  esteemed  almost  a  virtue,  to  feel  the 
least  interest  in  the  people  with  whom  their 
relation  is  the  most  direct,  and  to  whom  it  is 
practicable  to  do  the  most  good! 

The  Christian,  of  all  men,  has  most  rea- 
son to  be  a  patriot;  for  he  has  the  truest 
apprehension  of  his  country's  dangers,  and 
knows  best  what  will  avail  for  her  salvation. 
He  is  taught,  from  on  high,  the  origin  and 
extent  of  her  maladies,  and  knows  that  the 
truth  of  the  God,  that  liveth  and  abideth  for 
ever,  is  the  only  panacea.  The  body  whose 
joints  are  dislocated,  and  whose  blood  is 
boiling  with  fever,  he  knows  cannot  be 
soothed  into  healthful  repose  by  a  mere 
change  of  position.  When  he  looks  upon 
the  political  convulsions  of  the  land,  and 
hears  the  \o\id  promise  of  improvement,  he 
knows  that  t^  evil  Ues  deeper  than  the  mul- 
titude imagine,  and  that  a  more  radical  cure 
is  needed  than  can  be  effected  by  mere  po- 
litical reforms. 

And  yet,  notwithstanding  this  conviction , 
of  the  christian  community,  how  strange  | 
that  there  should  be  so  general  an  apalby 
on  the  subject  of  bringing  the  Gospel  to  bear 
upon  the  heart  and  conscience  of  this  na- 
tion !  When  we  say  apedhy^  we  do  not  inti- 
mate that  efforts  to  propagate  religion  in  this 
land  are  not,  to  some  extent,  appreciated 
,  and  aided.  But  viewed  in  connexion  with 
the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  all  that  is  done 
is  but  as  the  sport  of  childhood  compared 
with  the  earnest  and  unremitting  toil  of 
men.  The  Saviour  hat  declared  that 
**the  children  of  this  world  are  wiser  in 
their,  generation  than  the  children  of 
light,"  and  our  countrymen  illustrate  this 
divine  assertion.  We  see  the  very  soul  of 
the  nation  stirred  within  it,  on  the  great 
questions  of  government  now  pending. 
There  may  be,  indeed,  some  demagogues, 
seeking  only  selfish  ends;  but  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  are  sincere  in  the  convic- 
tion, that  the  political  salvation  of  the  coun- 
try depends  on  the  success  of  the  measures 
and  the  men,  whose  advocacy  they  respec- 
tively espouse.  And  they  act  in  character ; 
their  efforts  are  in  proportion  to  their  esti- 
mate of  the  interests  at  stake.    They  spare 


DO  expense;  mjrriads  of  publications  are 
ciii^ulated ;  committees  are  appointed ;  meet- 
ings and  conventions  are  held,  at  which  the 
honorable  and  the  gifted  lay  themselves  out 
in  all  the  power  of  argument  and  the  arts  of 
appeal.  Men  of  business  forsake  their 
counting-rooms,  and  statesmen  desert  the 
halls  of  legislation,  to  arouse  and  direct  the 
popular  feeling.  And  if  we  grant  that  social 
disorders  can  *  be  reached  by  mere  political 
remedies,  all  this  is  perfectly  consistent  and 
proper.  But  while  every  Christian  knows 
that  the  Gospel  alone  is  the  conservative 
principle  of  communities,  where  do  we  see 
**  the  children  of  light"  putting  forth  such 
strength  and  talent,  and  encountering  such 
pecuniary  cost,  to  bring  the  whole  land 
under  its  power  7  On  the  contrary,  how  are 
our  organizations  already  existing  for  the 
spread  of  religion,  crippled  in  their  efforts 
and  stinted  in  their  growth,  because  they 
are  fed  with  such  a  sparing  hand.  Instead 
of  plans  enlarged  to  correspond  with  the 
widening  fields  and  louder  calls  of  Provi- 
dence, our  Home  institutions  are  compelled 
to  study  how  they  may  hold  the  ground 
already  gained ;  and  that  with  the  fact  be- 
fore them,  that  the  agencies  of  evil  are  all 
the  while  at  work  with  ceaseless  and  in- 
creasing activity. 

Does  any  one  inquire,  what  we  would 
have  the  christian  public  do  in  this  matter  1 
We  reply,  we  would  have  them  awake  to  the 
magnitade  of  their  danger  and  duty,  and 
then  do  all  that  their  quickened  conscience, 
and  intellect  and  enterprise  shall  suggest. 
What  might  not  be  done,  were  the  commu- 
nity in  general  alive  to  a  sense  of  the  mighty 
moral  processes  that  are  now  going  on, 
forming  the  character  of  these  millions  and 
their  successors!  We  would  have  every 
man  of  influence,  every  thinking  man,  look 
at  the  neglected  spots  in  his  own  vicinity ; 
then  extend  his  observation  to  remoter  dis- 
tricts, to  the  new  and  destitute  parts  of  the 
country  :  and  in  view  of  all  the  work  thus 
spread  out  before  them,  we  would  have  the 
entire  church  arise  to  the  serious  attempt  of 
subjecting  this  whole  land  to  the  sway  of 
the  Gospel.  We  would  have  them,  at  once, 
and  as  the  least  that  can  be  done,  sustain 
the  ministry  somewhere  above  the  point  of 
suffering  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  hfe, 
and  relieve  our  infant  colleges  and  semina- 
ries from  embarrassment  and  threatened  de- 
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fltraction.  We  would  have  the  missionary 
treasury  so  replenished,  that  raultitudes  of 
preachers  now  held  back  from  the  West  by 
the  fear  that  the  wants  of  their  families  can- 
not be  supplied,  might  be  sent  at  once  into 
the  ripening  harvest  field.  Meanwhile  the 
church  should  prosecute  with  renewed  ener- 
gy, all  practicable  measures  to  insure  a  future 
supply  of  laborers  for  her  increasing  wants. 
We  would  have  the  church  know  the  time  of 
her  visitation,  and  the  things  which  belong 
to  her  peace,  and  the  more  than  golden  value 
of  the  present  moment,  to  gain  this  land  for 
Christ!  We  would  have  her  contemi^late 
the  alternative  to  which  she  must  submit  if 
this  victory  be  not  achieved— look  upon  the 
portentous  clouds  that  gather  upon  her  wes- 
tern horizon,  charged  with  the  combined  ele- 
ments of  Atheism,  licentiousness.  Popery, 
fanaticism,  recklessness  of  law  and  the  lust 
of  power  and  gain— a  storm  that  threatens 
one  day  to  burst  in  desolation,  even  upon  the 


East  Much  has  been  done  by  the  church 
within  ten  years  past  to  save  our  country ; 
but  has  not  Satan  done  more  and  worked 
faster  to  destroy  it?  Has  not  the  increase 
of  the  population  outstripped  that  of  the 
means  of  moral  culture  ?  And  yet,  we  haVe 
a  most  animating  conviction  that  there  is  no 
country  on  the  globe  where  the  improve- 
ment of  society  is  a  more  hopeful  work  than 
in  ours.  Here  are  the  subjects  of  effort— men 
free  to  think,  and  to  act  as  they  think— men 
on  the  right  level,  neither  above  nor  below 
the  natural  line  of  pious  endeavor  ;  here  too 
are  the  elements  of  character— the  leaven  of 
Puritanism,  the  spiritual  views  of  truth;  here 
are  the  means— the  christian  literature,  the 
physical  and  intellectual  resources,  the  un- 
trammeled  churches  and  favoring  laws. 
And  here  too,  we  trust,  full  proof  will  be  made 
of  these  great  facilities,  and  our  land  become 
"  Immanuel's  land,  a  mounuin  of  holiness, 
and  a  habitation  of  righteousness  V* 


Appointments  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  H.  M.  *S.,  from  August  1st  to 

September  1st,  1840. 


Rev.  Z.  Eddy,  RntledgeaDd  Randolph.  N.  T. 
Rev.  R.  Willoughby,  6re«t  Valley  and  Humphrey , 

N.Y. 
Rev.  Chas.  Daaforth,  Charlotte  and  Btockton, 

N.Y. 
Rev.  £.  Roosa,  Welti  and  deatitnte  placea  in  Pa. 
Rev.  E.  Evans,  Leyden,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  B.  McCreary,  Great  Bend,  Pa. 
Rev.  N.  Burton,  Ridfpebury,  Ct. 
Rev.  E.  D.  Kinney,  Darien,  Ct. 
Rev.  C.  T.  Prentice,  North-Fairfield,  Ct 
Rev.  Geo.  Hall,  Norfield,  Ct. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Bay,  Meif •  co.,  O. 
Rev.  8.  P.  Dunham,  Barlow  and  Windsor,  O. 
Rev.  R.  H.  Raubin,  Pisgah  and  Indian  Creek,  Ind. 
Rev.  J.  J.  Miter,  Knozville,  HI. 
Rev.  Asa  Turner,  Missionary  Agent  in  Iowa. 
Rev.  B.  Ladd,  Rose,  N.  Y. 
Rer.  W.  J.  Wilcox,  Napoli,  N.  Y. 


Rav.  Joseph  Underwood,  Millport,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Geo.  ITreeman,  Perrinton,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  A.  C.  Lathrop,  Poultneyville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  M.  N.  Miles,  Alexander,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  H.  Root,  Howell,  Mich. 

N9t  in  commUnon  U$t  fear. 

Rev.  Thos.  Bellamy,  Burrville,  N.Y. 

^ev.  Daniel  Higby,  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Porter,  Lockport,  Wills  co.,  IlL 

Rev.  C.  Cook,  Aurora,  Kane  co..  111. 

Rev.  Thompson  Bird,  Thornton  and  Bethel,  Ind. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Porter,  Green  Bay,  Wis.  Ter. 

Rev.  Julius  A.  Reed,  to  go  to  lova. 

Rev.  Joseph  Harrison,  Providence  Chapel,  N.Y. 

Rev.  Geo.  R.  Haswell,  Coitg'l  Cb.,  New- York. 

Rev.  J.  Ballard,  to  go  to  the  West. 

Rev.  Cyrus  Nichols,  Spring  Prairie  and  Sugar 

Creek,  Wis.  Ter. 
Rev.  James  A.  Clark,  Fort  Madison,  lows. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums,  from  August  1st  to  September  \st,  1840. 


MASSACHUSETTS— 
Deacon  Jacob  Chapin,  deceased,  by  Ja- 
cob Chapin,  of  Westminster,  Vt.,        $150  00 
CONNECTICUT— 
Abiugton,  Mrs.  Mary  Lyon,  5  00 

Fair-Httven,  Friend,  37 

Greenwich,  First  Cong.  Ch.  coll.,  8  63 

New-Milford,  First Coug.  Church,  by  D. 

Marsh,  7«  55 


North-Greenwich,  coll.,  25  87 

Norwich,  First  Cong.  Ch.,  bal.  of  coll.,         1  00 
Plymouth,  First  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rot.  Mr. 

Lyman,  60  00 

Stonington,  Fem.  Aux.,  by  Miss  Shef- 
field, 83  00 
Walliugford,  Cong.  Ch.bal.  of  coll.,  by 
Rer.  Mr.GUbert,  100 
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NEW-YORK— 
New- York  city,  viz ; 

Central  Preah.  Ch.,  C.  H.  Delavan,  5  00 

Ridgebury,  Presb.  Cong.,  by  Rev.  W. 

Y.  MUler,  32  00 

A  lady  left  at  the  office,  *2  50 

Troy,  W.Henry,  5  00 

NEWJBRSEY-^ 
South  Orange,  First  Preab.  Ch.,  by  J.  S. 

Brown,  13  00 

OHIO— 

Sandusky  city,  S.  Moss,  2  00 

INDIANA— 
Terre  Haute,  Cong.  Ch.,  S(on.  cou.  coll., 

by  E.  Flint,  33  00 

ILLINOIS— 

Griggsville,  by  lUv.  A.  L.  Pennoyer,  lU  00 

MlClfiGAN—    . 
Grand  Blanc,  Ch.  by  Rev.  P.  Bates,  3  56 

$457  48 
J.  CORNING,  Treasurer, 


RecnpU  of  the  Oentrol  Jgeney  at  Uticuy 
from  June  Ut  to  August  ist,  1840,  Rev.  A, 
Secretary. 
Adams, 
Bellville, 

Carthage,  J.  A. Northrop, 
Champion, 

Cincinnatus,  by  D.  Piatt, 
Homer,  Cong.  Ch.,  lllj   Sisters  Soc, 

24  58,  by  D.  Piatt, 
Lebanon,  in  part  of  Mrs.  Fally  Taylor's 

legacy,  by  Kev.W.  B.  Tompkins,  Ex., 
Marcelius,  by  Rev.  L.  Parbons, 
Jfuonsvillo, 
Preble,  by  D.  Piatt, 
Rodman,  by  A.  Ely, 
Rome,  2d  Ch.  Sew.  Soc., 
Smithville,  by  Rev,  C.  B.  Pond, 
Syracuse,  by  Mr.  Root, 
Utica,  First  Ch.,  Friend, 
Virgil,  by  S.  Chaflfee, 
Warren,  Presb.  Soc, 
Woodville,  by  Rev.  C.  B.  Fond, 


IT.  r.. 

Crane, 

$12  96 
10  75 

5  00 
la  50 

6  75 

135  58 

200  00 

28  00 

8  00 

16  00 

15  50 
6  00 

10  UO 
55  02 

I  00 
95  00 

550 

16  00 


$569  56 


ReceipU  of  the  Western  Agency  at  Geneva,  N.  T., 
from  July  20t*  to  August  20£A,  1840,  Rev,  J,  4. 
Murray,  Secretary. 
Brockport,  Fern.  Benev.  Soc.  to  make 

Mrs.  Olivia  B.  Stockton,  Mrs.  Mary 

H.  Allen,  and  Miss  Charlotte  Roby, 

Life  Members,  $100  00 

Cauandaigua,  Ladies'  Soc,  baL,  9  00 

Centerfield,  Henry  Sanders,  3  00 

Ellington,  5  00 

Geneva,  Jacob  Sutherland,   Esq.,  25; 

Rev.  P.  C.  Hay,  10;  Mrs.  P.  C.  Hay, 

3i  T.  F.  Hay.  1 ;  P.  C.  Hay,  Jr.,  I; 

S.  W.  HastUgs,  5 ;  Mr.  Gleasou,  1 ; 

C.  M.  Schermerhorn,  1 ;  Ira  Merril,  3, 
Napoli, 

NuMda  Valley, 
Portage, 
Rochester,  First  Ch.,  W.  S.  Griffith,  50; 

coll,  in  part  150  34, 

Brick  Ch.,bal.  of  old  coll., 
Skaneateles,  Mrs.  Electa  Edwards, 
Victor, 
Victory, 
Waterloo,  bal.  of  coll.,  5 ;  Ladies'  Sew. 

Soc,  2, 


50  00 
2  00 
14  32 

8  66 

200  34 
47  00 
10«t  00 

9  UO 
300 

7  00 

L$558  38 


Rev.  F.  Baseomy  Agent  in  Illinois,  acknotoledges 
the  receipu  of  the  following  swau. 
Chicago,  Presb.  Ch.,  180  13;  J.  John- 
son, 5,  $185  13 
Lacon,  bal.,  3  00 
Peoria,  Main  street  Ch.,                                 13  50 
Princeton,  First  Independent  Ch.,  6  50 ; 
Hampshire  Colony  Ch.,  11  31,                 17  81 


$219  44 


$35  06 


46  23 
650 

100  00 
10  00 

100  00 

S35  32 

1  18 

11  18 

13  91 

The  Treasurer  of  the  New-Hampshire  Missionary 
Society,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  follow- 
ing  sufnsfrom  August  1st  to  September  1st,  1840, 
Collection  at  the  Annual  Meeting  at 

Hampton, 
Concord  First  Cong.  Soc,  $31  23 ;  Rev. 

N.  Bouton,  5 ;  James  N.  Fisk,  5 ;  Deac. 

Samuel  Morrill,  5, 
Dalton  Cong.  Society, 
Derry,  Presb.  Society,  95 ;  John  Hum- 
ph rey,  5, 
Ea«t-Boscawen,  Young  People's  Society, 
Exeter,  of  which  30  is  from  ladies  of  the 

First  Con^.  Soc.  to  constitute  Rev. 

Wm*  Williams  a  life  member. 
Female  Cent  Institution, 
Fmnconia,  Cong.  Society, 
Greenfield,  Evan.  Society, 
Greenland,  Cong.  Society, 
Hampton,  Cong.  Society, 
Hancock.  Cong.  Soc,  12    61;    Ecther 

Wood,  5;  Deac.  Joseph  Kimball,  5; 

MiteS  Relief  Boutelle,  5;  Joel  Gates, 

15;  Deac.  Daniel  Kimball,  5;  Joseph 

Hills,  2, 
Hanover,  Ebenezer  Adams, 
Hill,  roon.  con.  coll., 
Hollis,  Ralph  W.  Jewett,45,of  which 

30  is  to  const.  Clarissa  Grant  a  life 

member  ;   Rev.  Mr.  Perry,  10 ;  Na- 
than Holt,  5, 
Hopkinton,  Cong.  Soc,  11   46;    Rev. 

Moses  Kimball,  5;  Nathan  Kelly,  3; 

John  Cavis,  2, 
Lebanon,  Cong.  Soc, 
Litchfield,  Elder  John  Parker, 
Littlefield,  Abijah  Allen,  2;    Mrs.  C. 

Allen,  2, 
Meriden,  Deac  Daniel  Merrill, 
Merrimack,   S.    Kinney,  Jr.,  3  75;   L. 

Walker,  10;  Henry  Fitis,  1  37;  Mrs. 

Mary  Parker,  IS, 
Blilton,  Cong.  Soc,  55;  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 

ley,  5, 
Moultonborougb,  Mrs.  Martha  Dodge, 
Nashua,  Edmund  Parker  and  wife,  10; 

First  Cong.  Society,  19  35, 
New-Castle,  Cong.  Society, 
Northampton,  Cong.  Society, 
Pelbam,  Cong.  Soc,  18 ;  Rev.  Mr.  Keep, 

Pittsfield,  Cong.  Society, 

Portsmouth,  Couq.  Soc,  32  65 ;    John 

Knowlton,  2 ;  Daniel  Knight,  2, 
Roxbury,  Rev.  Christopher  Marsh, 
Rye,  Cong.  Society,  16;  Mrs.  Martha 

Foye,  4, 
Salisbury,  Valentine  Little,  L.M., 
Sanbornton,  Cong.  Soc,  8   73 ;   Deac. 

Moses  Emory,  2, 
Stratham,  Cong.  Society, 
Wilton,  Elijah  Chandler,  6 ;  Cong.  Soc, 

22  2i5, 
Windham,    Presb.  Soc,  22   22;    Rev. 

Calvin  Cutler,  3, 


49  61 
2  00 
500 


60  00 


21  46 
19  00 
500 

4  00 

5  00 


30  12 

60  00 
200 

29  35 
4  07 

11  12 

23  00 
15  45 

36  65 
15  00 

^0  00 

30  00 

10  73 
32  36 

28  25 


25  22 
$1132  57 
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OR, 

SKETCHES  OF  REAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY  BY  CLERGYMEN. 


ACCOUNT  OF  ELIZABETH  TENNY. 

Elizabeth  Tenny  died  at  I — 
Mass.,  May,  1838,  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  She  was  a  sensible  and  in 
leresling  child.  To  her  parents  she 
was  much  endeared,  as  an  affectionate 
and  dutiful  daughter,  and  by  all  who 
knew  her  she  was  esteemed  an  amia 
ble  girl.  She  also  gave  evidence  of 
piety.  She  appeared  very  serious  at 
times,  from  six  years  old  and  up- 
ward. The  serious  impressions  on 
her  mind,  were  deepened  by  the  faith- 
ful instructions  and  the  christian  ex- 
ample of  her  mother,  after  she  em- 
braced religion,  which  was  about  one 
year  before  E.'s  death.  The  conver- 
sation of  her  Sabbath  school  teachers 
contributed  much  to  her  spiritual 
eood.  In  strong  language,  she  testi- 
fied to  the  fidelity  of  her  teachers. 
"  0  mother,"  said  she,  "  Miss  V.  was 
a  faithful  teacher.  She  prays  for  us 
at  home.  When  she  was  conversing 
with  another  scholar,  and  saw  me 
grieving,  she  took  me  aside,  and  con- 
versed with  me,  and  told  me  she 
would  pray  for  me,  and  that  I  must 
pray  for  myself  that  night  before  I 
went  to  bed." 

The  pastor  called  upon  her  one 
evening  the  winter  before  she  died. 
Seversd  little  girls  of  her  acquaint- 
ance came  in,  while  he  was  there. 
A  little  meeting  was  held.  During 
prayer,  E.  was  in  tears.  Soon  after, 
her  mother  asked  her  why  she  cried, 
adding,  "Don't  you  love  the  Sa- 
viour?" She  replied,  "I  fear  I  do 
not."  The  pastor,  in  his  frequent 
visits,  held  conversation  with  her  on 
love  to  the  Saviour.  She  asked  him, 
how  she  should  know,  whether  she 


loved  him  or  not.  He  told  her,  that 
if  she  loved  him,  she  would  keep  his 
commandments,  and  his  command- 
ments would  not  be  grievous  to  her; 
she  would  delight  in  obeying  him. 
On  his  next  visit,  he  a^ked  her, 
"How  have  you  been  since  I  saw 
you  ?"  She  replied,  **  Very  happy.  I 
have  felt  much  love  in  my  heart  to 
Christ.  He  appears  near  to  me." 
She  enjoyed  very  highly  a  short  con- 
versation with  him  on  seeing  Christ 
as  he  is,  after  death.  As  her  sickness 
and  suffering  increased,  she  became 
more  established  in  her  love  to  the 
Saviour,  and  more  happy  in  his 
love. 

When  her  mother  asked  her,  "If 
you  should  live  to  get  well,  E.,  how 
would  you  conduct  toward  your  play- 
mates ?"  She  said,  "  Instead  of  spend- 
ing my  time  in  play,  I  would  take 
them  aside  and  pray  with  them." 
She  was  much  in  prayer.  She  prayed 
for  others  as  well  as  for  herself.  She 
expressed  a  strong, desire,  that  all  her 
relatives  and  friends  might  have  reli- 
gion, and  be  prepared  for  heaven. 
Those  for  whom  she  expressed  these 
desires  with  the  greatest  frequency 
and  strength,  were  her  father,  her 
little  and  only  sister,  several  girls  of 
her  particular  acquaintance,  and  her 
class-mates  in  the  Sabbath  school. 
The  conversion  of  her  father  lay 
very  near  her  heart.  When  her  pas- 
tor asked  her  what  he  should  pray 
for,  her  father  being  in  the  room, 
she,  seeming  to  forget  herself,  said 
in  a  suppressed  but  sweet  voice, 
"  My  father — pray  for  my  father." 
In  conversing  with  her  mother  a  fort- 
night before  her  de^b,  she  said,  "  O 
mother,  I  should  be  willing  to  die,  if 
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my  death  might  be  the  means  of  my 
father's  conversion."  When  her  mo- 
ther told  her  she  wished  her  to  con- 
verse with  him,  she  hesitated  at  first. 
Not  long  after,  she  was  heard  pray- 
ing that  she  might  have  strength  to 
converse  with  him ;  which  she  did  on 
the  last  Sabbath  of  her  life.  She 
said  to  him,  "I  am  going  to  leave 
you,"  and  begged  him  to  seek  reli- 
gion. She  entreated  him  to  pray,  and 
he  promised  her  that  he  would.  On 
the  next  Tuesday,  the  day  before 
she  died,  she  conversed  with  him 
again.  She  gave  him  her  Testament, 
saying,  "I  want  you  to  read  it ;  will 
you  read  it,  father?"  He  said,  "  Yes, 
dear,  I  will."  She  entreated  him  to 
go  to  meeting,  and  to  prepare  to  die. 
Perceivmg  him  to  be  in  tears,  she 
said,  "  Don't  cry,  because  I  am  going 
to  leave  you.  The  separation  will 
be  only  for  a  short  time,  if  you  seek 
religion.  I  love  you  dearly  ;  but  I 
love  my  Heavenly  Father  more.  I 
am  willing  to  leave  father  and  mother 
for  the  sake  of  being  with  Christ,, 
and  seeing  him  as  he  is."  She  re- 
quested her  pastor  to  converse  with 
her  father,  and  to  pray  for  him.  She 
also  requested  Mrs.  K.  to  converse 
with  him  on  the  duty  of  praying  with 
his  family,  asking  a  blessing  at  table, 
and  attenaing  public  worship.  Her 
conversation  with  her  father,  who 
most  tenderly  loved  her — conversa- 
tion at  once  respectful,  affectionate 
and  faithful,  will  be  remembered  by 
him  with  interest  during  this  life  and 
during  an  endless  eternity.  The 
Lord  bless  it  to  his  salvation ! 

To  her  sister  S.,  who  was  between 
six  and  seven  years  old,  she  said, 
"  Are  you  not  willing  that  I  should 
die  ?"  Her  sister  said,  "  No."  She  re- 
plied, "If  it  is  God's  will,  and  if  I 
am  willing  to  die,  sure  you  ought  to' 
be  willing  I  should."  A  week  before 
she  died,  she  desired  her  sister  to  get 
into  her  bed,  for  she  wanted  to  talk 
with  her.  "  Dear  little  sister,"  said 
she,  "  how  I  love  you.  I  am  going 
to  die  and  leave  you.  I  want  you  to 
pray.  I  want  you  to  be  a  Christian. 
I  want  you  to  love  the  Saviour.  I 
want  you  to  have  a  new  heart.  I 
want  you  to  prajmoir."  S.  thought 
she  could  not.   £.  however  prevailed 


upon  her  to  say,  "  Our  Father  who 
art  in  heaven^^^  and  "  Now  I  lay  me 
down  to  sleep  ;"  and  told  her,  "  these 
are  good  prayers;  they  are  excel- 
lent. But  you  have  always  been  m 
the  habit  of  saying  them ;  and  you 
^onhfeel  them.  Say  some  of  your 
own  words.  For,  you  know  the 
hymn  says,  '  God  does  not  care  for 
what  we  say,  unless  vrefeel  it  too.'" 
She  then  told  her,  she  must  not  go  to 
bed  that  night,  without  kneeling 
down  and  praying.  She  requested 
her  mother  to  visit  her  grave  every 
Saturday  evening,  and  take  S.  with 
her,  and  t/y  to  impress  upon  her 
mind,  that  she  must  die,  and  do  every 
thing  in  her  power  to  make  her  a 
Christian,and  to  tell  her  little  cousins, 
that  they  are  not  too  young  to  die. 
When  her  mother  wept,  E.  looked 
as  though  she  thought  it  wrong.  Her 
mother  said,  "  I  can  weep  for  you 
without  sinning ;  for  at  the  grave  of 
Lazarus,  Jesus  wept."  £.  appeared 
satisfied,  and  said,  "  O  yes." 

She  was  very  desirous  of  the  con- 
version of  her  young  friends,  espe- 
ciaHy  of  the  members  of  her  class. 
She  requested  her  pastor  to  pray  for 
them,  and  converse  with  them  on 
seeking  religion,  and  giving  their 
hearts  to  God. 

E.  was  patient  and  resigned  during 
her  whole  sickness,  never  uttering  a 
complaint,  but  always  speaking  in  a 
pleasant  voice.  When  any  persons 
came  into  her  sick  room,  she  asked 
her  mother,  if  they  were  Christians; 
and,  if  told  that  they  were,  she  re- 
quested them  to  pray  with  her.  To 
a  teacher  of  young  children  she  said, 
that  if  God  permitted  her  to  live  she 
would  try  to  do  good.  The  teacher 
observed,  perhaps  God  knows  you 
would  do  more  good  by  your  death, 
than  you  could  by  your  life.  "Does 
he?"  she  replied,  "Then  I  am  wil- 
ling to  die.  Dear  Miss  D.,  don't  cry 
because  I  am  going  to  die  and  leave 
you.  Tell  all  the  scholars,  that  they 
must  have  new  hearts  and  love  the 
Saviour.  Tell  them,  I  want  them  to 
be  as  happy  as  I  am." 

The  following  statement  is  given 
by  a  christian  friend,  who  visited  her 
several  times  in  her  sickness. 

I  asked  her,  whether  she  wanted 
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to  get  well  again  ?  She  said,  "  Yes, 
I  should  like  it,  for  I  want  to  go  to 
the  Sabbath  school."  At  another 
time,  I  asked  her  the  same  question ; 
she  hesitated  a  few  moments,  and 
then  replied,  "  I  am  willing  to  live 
or  die,  just  as  God  sees  best."  At 
the  same  time  she  expressed  a  desire, 
that  some  one  would  pray  for  her. 
She  wished  that  Mr.  K.  would  come 
in.  I  then  said,  "E.,  you  pray  for 
yourself,  don't  you  ?"  She  replied, 
"  O  yes,  I  do ;  and  I  know  that  God 
can  hear  me;  but  I  love  to  hear 
others  pray."  She  wished  me  to 
sing  with  her,  and  began  singing 
these  words  of  a  favorite  hymn: — 

"  Lo,  on  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  ^ 

'Twixt  two  uobouaded  seas  I  stand.*' 

I  went  to  see  her  the  day  before  she 
died.  *When  she  saw  me,  she  said 
with  a  smile.  Miss  S.  I  shall  not  be 
here  to-morrow  morning.  I  asked 
her,  if  she  felt  willing  to  go?  She 
said,  "  Yes."  I  asked  her,  if  the  Sa- 
viour was  precious  to  her?  She  re- 
plied, that  he  was. 

The  following  statement  is  fur- 
nished by  a  young  friend  who  was 
with  her  a  considerable  part  of  the 
last  four  days  of  her  life.  On  Sun- 
day night,  she  asked  who  had  her 
class  in  the  Sabbath  school?  When 
she  was  informed,  she  said  she  should 
like  to  see  her.  "  Will  she  talk  to 
them,  and  do  all  she  can  to  make 
them  good?"  I  asked  her  if  there 
was  any  thing  she  wished  me  to  say 
to  her  ?  She  replied,  that  she  wanted 
to  say  much ;  but  she  was  too  far 
gone  now.  She  would  have  them 
all  love  the  Saviour,  that  they  might 
meet  her  in  heaven.  She  wished 
that  the  class  under  my  care  might 
share  the  same  blessing.  She  slept 
none  during  the  night,  but  uttered 
no  complaint.  Monday  night  her 
feet  were  very  cold.  I  applied  hot 
bricks  to  them.  She  thanked  me, 
and  said  she  should  not  be  a  trouble 
much  longer.  Tuesday  morning  she 
inquired  for  me  before  day-light,  and 
I  went  over  quite  early,  and  found 
her  in  great  pain,  having  had  no  rest 
during  the  night.  She  smiled  when 
I  entered  her  chamber,  and  said  she 
did  not  think,  last  night,  she  should 
see  me  again.   At  her  request,  I  read 


^ome  hymns  and  some  psalms  from 
the  Bible.  She  said  they  were  very 
precious,  and  suited  her  case  exactly. 
She  attempted  to  repeat, 

"  Jesus  can  make  a  dying  bed 
Feel  soft  as  doway  pillows  are.^ 

She  expressed  a  strong  desire,  that 
some  one  would  pray  with  her.  The 
desire  was  granted.  She  then  said, 
^4t  seems  to  me  impossible  that  I 
should  live  through  the  day.  I  do 
not  wish  it.  I  want  to  die.  Can't 
you  pray  that  I  may  die  ?  O  come, 
Lord  JesiLS,  come  quickly.  Why 
won't  he  come?"  1  asked  her,  if 
she  would  not  wait  God's  time? 
She  replied,  that  she  would  ;  but  she 
wanted  his  time  to  come  now.  She 
wanted  her  sister  to  be  sent  for  from 
school,  that  she  might  make  her  a 
present,  bid  her  farewell,  and  then 
die.  After  giving  her  Testament  to 
her  father,  she  laid  out  some  small 
presents  for  her  intimate  friends,  and 
desired  her  mother  to  put  away  her 
choicest  things  to  be  given  to  her 
sister  S.,  when  she  should  be  old 
enough  to  value  them.  When  asked, 
if  the  doctor  should  not  give  her 
something  to  make  her  easy,  she  re- 
plied, that  there  was  no  ease  for  her 
before  she  should  reach  heaven. 
Then  she  longed  to  be  there,  where 
her  little  brother  was  already.  Tq- 
ward  night  she  was  taken  up,  and 
her  bed  made ;  when  laid  back,  she 
felt  more  easy,  and  said,  she  might 
see  another  morning.  I  asked  her, 
if  she  should  like  thus  to  continue  ? 
She  said,  "No.  If  God  pleased,  she 
should  like  to  go  now.'^  Wednesday 
morning  I  found  her  in  great  pain  ; 
but  she  murmured  not.  "  How  good 
are  you  to  watch  by  me,"  said  she ; 
"  I  hope  I  shall  not  trouble  you  much 
longer."  She  was  afraid  of  weary- 
ing her  friends,  and  often  asked 
them  to  lie  down  and  rest.  At  noon 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  her,  and  go 
home.  At  first  she  objected.  But 
when  told,  that  some  were  sick 
there,  she  consented  with  much 
sweetness.  She  thanked  me;  and 
as  I  bent  over  and  kissed  her,  she 
said,  '^I  will  bid  you  good  night, 
while  I  may."  She  died  that  even- 
ing. 
The  following  lines,  seleeted  by 
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her    father,  are  inscribed   on   her 
grave-stone : 

"  Here  rests  the  stveetett  bad  of  hope« 
That  e'er  to  human  life  was  given ; 
If  thou  wouldst  know  its  present  state. 
Repent,  and  seek  the  flower  in  heaven.** 

This  narrative  suggests  a  few  re- 
marks. 

1.  There  is  a  reality  in  religion. 
The  appearance  and  conversation  of 
ElizabethTenny,  during  her  last  sick- 
ness, were  sufficient  to  convince  an 
infidel,  that  religion  is  a  reality.  So 
said  some  who  saw  her. 

2.  Young  children  may  possess 
religion.  Elizabeth  was  only  ten 
years  old,  yet  she  gave  as  satisfactory 
evidence  of  piety,  as  persons  of  any 
age.  With  respect  to  religion,  young 
children  appear  just  they  are.  They 
are  comparatively  free  from  hypo- 
crisy. In  the  subject  of  this  narra- 
tive, almost  every  thing  was  original. 
Her  plans  for  the  good  of  her  young  i 
friends  were  her  own.  Christ  loves  \ 
little  children.  He  is  as  ready  to 
receive  them,  when  they  come  to 
him,  as  he  is  to  receive  those  of  any 
age.  And  there  are  fewer  obstacles 
to  their  conversion,  than  to  that  of 
persons  in  other  stages  o{  life. 

3.  There  is  great  encouragement 
for  parents,  and  pastors,  and  teachers, 
to  seek  the  conversion  of  young  chil- 
dren. Parental,  and  pastoral,  and 
Sabbath  school  instruction,  combined 
in  fitting  E.  T.  for  heaven ;  and  so  it 
has  in  thousands  of  similar  instances. 
There  is  ground,  therefore,  for  ani- 
mating encouragement  to  seek,  by 
such  instruction,  the  conversion  of 
children.  And  pastors,  parents,  and 
teachers  should  unite  their  efforts  for 
the  conversion  and  salvation  of  the 
young.  They  should  strive  for  their  I 
immediate  conversion. 

4.  The  narratives  we  have  of  the 
conversions  and  happy  deaths  of 
young  children  are  not  all  fictions. 
Many  think  and  speak  of  them  as 
fictions.  Said  a  young  person  who 
was  with  E.  T.  in  her  last  sickness, 
"  I  have  thought  that  the  accounts 
of  pious  children  which  we  find  in 
books  are  false  stories,  made  to 
amuse  readers,  and  to  get  their 
money;  but  I  shall  never  think  so 
again." 


That  this  narrative  may  be  blessed 
to  the  conversion  and  salvation  of 
children  who  read  it,  and  to  the  en- 
couragement of  ministers,  parents 
and  teachers  in  seeking  the  conver- 
sion of  the  young,  is  the  prayer  of 

A  Pastor  in  Essex  Co.,  Mass. 


COST  OF  SABBATH  BREAKING. 

The  following  is  substantially  the 
statement  of  a  man  who  for  years 
had  been  living  a  stranger  to  the 
sanctuary,  and  utterly  neglectful  of 
all  religious  concerns.  It  was  made 
jvithout  any  inquiry  or  knowledge  of 
the  facts  till  he  stated  them  :  "  I  am 
determined  on  one  thing,"  said  he, 
"to  break  the  Sabbath  no  more.  I 
believe  the  judgment  of  Heaven  will 
follow  the  Sabbath-breaker.  I  be- 
lieve they  have  followed  me.  I  will 
state  my  case. 

"  My  sloop,  loaded  with  wood,  got 
aground.  There  was  ho  danger,  and 
no  necessity,  as  she  was  in  a  safe 
harbor;  but  I  worked  most  of  the 
Sabbath  to  get  her  off.  I  succeeded, 
but  she  grounded  again,  and  I  lost  a 
week,  before  she  would  float  once 
more.      But  few  hours  from  port, 

she  went  ashore  in  a  squall  on  N 

Island,  and  there  another  week  was 
lost.  Getting  off,  and  into  a  neigh- 
boring harbor,  a  gale  drove  her 
ashore  again,  where  she  lay  another 

week.    I  reached  the  port  of  N , 

but  so  late  as  to  be  frozen  in,  and  an- 
other week  was  lost.  Returning 
home,  and  just  entering  the  harbor, 
a  heavy  easterly  gale  drove  the  sloop 
to  sea ;  and  after  a  dreadful  night  ot 
suffering  and  donger,  the  vessel  was 
driven  high  and  dry  upon  the  rocks 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay.  She 
could  not  be  got  off,  and  was  sold  for 
a  trifle.  Thus,  to  save  one  day,  by 
working  on  the  Sabbath,  I  lost  more 
than  thirty,  lost  my  vessel,  came  near 
losing  my  life,  and  with  it  my  im- 
mortal soul !  I  shall  take  care  how 
I  violate  the  Sabbath  hereafter. 
These  events  have  produced  more 
reflection  in  my  mind  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  religion,  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  events  of  my  life," 
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FACTS  AND  PRINCIPLES 
RELATING  TO  THE  CAUSE  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 
[Selected  frem  aaemion  preached  before  the  Ma&e  Miseiofiiii-y  SocMS^rby  Re^.K.  Jonet.} 

Indispenaahlmees  of  the  Gospel, 

Thb  public  preaching  of  the' word  of  God,  forms,  in  all  ages,  the  grand 
method  of  converting  sinners  and  promoting  the  power  of  godliness. 

We  are  more  indebted  to  religion  than  to  all  other  causes,  for  the  good 
state  of  public  morals,  for  our  civil  institutions,  and  for  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  mind.  A  judicious  statesman  has  remarked,  that  should  the 
demon  of  mischief  sweep  from  our  land  the  setits  of  science,  the  courts  of 
justice,  the  halls  of  legislation ;  yet,  if  he  leave  us  thesaered  temples  of  the 
Most  High,  where  the  Gospel  Ls  faithfully  preached,  we  should  not  be  a 
ruined  people.  Science,  justice,  and  equal  legislation,  would  spring  up' 
again  as  before,  iVom  the  fount  of  evangelical  knowledge.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  temples  of  God  are  overthrown,  and  h'li  Gospel  no  lortger 
preached,  we  are  sunk  in  deepest  wretchedness,  ^n  vain  shall  we  point  to 
our  halls  of  legislation.  Religion,  if  we  possess  it,  might  restore  these  -/ 
but  these,  though  abundantly  possessed^  could  not  lestore  religion. 

ffow  Jihall  the  Gospel  be  promulgated  7 

Answer,  1st— A  well  conducted  system  of  missionary  operations  is  indis- 
pensable. In  many  places  this  is  the  only  method  of  doing  much  good.  God 
has  employed  it  for  a  great  many  ages  in  places  where  no  churches  exist,  or' 
where  such  as  do  exist  are  feeble,or  where  there  is  a  general  decline  of  spirit- 
uality. His  blessing  has  attended  bis  servants  and  effected  the  reformation' 
of  the  people. 

In  the  days  of  Jehoshaphat,  when  missionaries  went  forth,  taking  with' 
them  the  book  of  the  law  and  teaching  the  knowledge  of  divine  truth, 
the  people  were  brought  back  to  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  and  the 
nation  was  made  prosperous  and  happy.  Jesus  Christ  himself  performed 
the  functions  of  a  Home  Missionary,  from  the  time  he  began  to  preach  til^ 
his  crncifixion.  His  apostles  were  such,  from  the  beginning  of  their 
ministry  till  the  general  outpouring  of  the  Spirit.    If  missionaries  bad  noi 
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borae  to  our  British  ancestors  the  glad  news  of  pardon  and  peace  by  Jesus 
Christ,  what  could  have  saved  us  from  practising  at  this  moment  heathen 
cruelties  in  honor  of  idols  ?  If  missionaries  had  not  come  to  oar  new 
settlements,  where  now  are  flourishing  towns,  what  would  be  the  moral 
character  of  those  places?  Our  new  settlements  are  destined  to  increase 
in  number  and  extent.  Other  plantations  will  be  opened  in  the  wilderness, 
other  towns  will  rise,  other  churches  must  be  planted  by  the  servants  of 
Christ  and  spring  up  under  his  fostering  care.  Children  must  be  conse- 
crated, subscribe  with  their  hands  to  the  Lord,  and  come  cheerfully  forward 
to  promote  his  cause.  Anxious  inquirers  are  to  be  guided,  backsliders  re- 
claimed, and  the  feeble  Christians  encouraged.  But  how  can  this  be  done 
without  missionary  labors?  Are  we  to  wait  till  they  know  the  full  value 
of  the  Gospel  and  ask  for  a  settled  minister,  and  are  able  and  willing  to 
support  him?  Benevolence  does  not  wait.  It  is  impatient  for  vigorous 
action.  What  if  Christ  had  waited  till  men  would  ask  for  a  Saviour  and 
signify  their  willingness  to  make  all  needful  provisions  for  his  temporal 
welfare  ?  What  if  his  apostles  had  waited,  still  lingering  about  the  con- 
secrated places  where  they  had  received  instruction,  till  the  Gentiles  had 
formed  themselves  into  religious  societies  and  become  ready  to  settle  them 
in  the  ministry  ? 

2d— It  is  important  that  we  should  send  out  able  9Lud  faithful  missionaries. 

It  is  by  no  means  true  that  men  of  small  abilities  and  low  piety  will  do 
well  enough  for  our  feeble  and  destitute  churchejs.  The  new  settlements 
contain  as  much  native  talent  and  as  much  good  sterling  common  sense  as 
can  be  found  among  the  same  number  of  inhabitants  in  any  part  of  our 
land.  We  need  missionaries  of  large  acquirements,  of  strong  mdnd»;  of 
bodies  that  will  bear  fatigue,  and  souls  of  celestial  fervor;  men  of  deep 
religious  experience ;  of  sound  theology ;  of  firm,  decided  measures  ;  of 
devoted,  Industrious  habits;  men  of  enlightened  zeal  and  unaffected  hu- 
mility, disinterested  in  sf»irit,  eminently  dead  to  the  world;  enterprising, 
yet  patient ;  bold  and  faithful,  yet  meek  and  gentle ;  cultivated  in  mind 
and  manners,  yet  able  to  put  up  wirth  homel/  accommodations;  and  who 
instead  of  sighing  for  the  privileges  of  more  cultivated  society,  will  re- 
member it  is  their  privilege  ta  raise  the  character  of  the  society  where  God 
has  seen  fit  to  place  them. 

The  missionary  must  be  familiar  with  the  scriptures,  and  well  read  in 
theology;  for  he  cannot  carry  his  library  to  every  place  and  consult  the 
best  authors  on  every  occasion.  His  concordance  must  be  in  his  head,  his 
commentary  in  his  heart,  and  with  the  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  in  his 
iiand,  he  must  be  able  to  extemporize  on  any  emergency.  He  should, 
indeed,  study  and  write  as  he  has  opportunity.  But  no  missionary  who  has 
large  views  of  his  work  ^can  endure  the  labor  of  writing  every  thing  he 
ought  to  say,  without  wearing  down  his  health  much  sooner  than  Christ 
would  have  him.  Let  him  be  familiar  with  the  scriptures,  his  whole  soul 
fired  with  love  to  God  and  benevolence  to  men,  and  the  opening  of  his  lips 
shall  pour  forth  abundant  instruction,  without  the  slow  method  of  passing 
every  word  through  the  point  of  a  pen. 
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He  should  b$  'apt  to  teach.  This  quality,  though  needful  in  every 
minister,  is  especially  so  in  the  missionary.  Many  whom  he  visits  may 
eeldom  see  a  minister,  and  he  must,  during  the  short  time  he  remains  with 
them,  impart  ^  great  deal  o{  instructioUj^expoundingthe  scriptures  to  them 
in  his  daily  conversation,  and  by  various  methods  which  he  knows  how  to 
use,  arousing  them  to  Christian  duty. 

3d — ^It  is  the  pleasure  of  God,  that  we  support  his  missionaries.  For  who 
goeth  a  warfare  at  his  own  charges?  Men,  of  whom  we  expect  all  that 
has  now  been  mentioned,  and  even  more — shall  we  send  them  out  unsus- 
tained?  It  is  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father  that  they  who  preach  the 
Gospel  should  tive  of  the  Gospel.  If  the  wants  of  a  missionary  are  not 
supplied,  how  is  he  to  devote  his  mind  wholly  to  the  service,  and  to  go 
forward  zealously  in  his  work  1  Even*  the  settled  pastors  of  our  churches 
are  sometimes  embarrassed  in  their  circumstances,  encumbered  with  unde- 
served anxieties,  and  greatly  limited  in  their  usefuhiess  by  a  want  of  pe- 
cuniary means.  How  true  must  this  be  of  the  missionary,  who  must  of 
necessity  be  unable  to  look  after  his  family,  who  sometimes  feels  as  if  he 
must  quit  the  service  or  see  his  children  suffer,  and  who  yet  cannot  bear  to 
leave  the  work  and  let  immortals  perish.  To  what  a  strait  is  he  sometimes 
driven,  and  torn  as- it  were  in  two,  between  care  for  his  family  and  care  for 
perishing  souls. 

The  missionary,  then,  must  be  supported  and  encouraged—but  by 
whom?  By  the  people  among  whom  he  may  begin  to  labor?  Many  of 
them  are  too  poor ;  many  of  them  do  not  yet  know  the  value  of  the  Gos- 
pel; 9Xid  m&ny  are  opposed  to  the  truth.  He  must  be  sustained  by  the 
firiends  of  Christ,  that  shall  send  him  forth,  till  the  Gospel  takes  root,  and 
churches  rise  up,  that  shall  deem  it  a  privilege  to  sustain  him. 

Do  I  hear  some  complaining  soul  begin  to  speak  of  hard  times?  This 
cry  has  been  ringing  in  our  ears  from  the  days  of  our  childhood,  and  though 
there  will  be  some  fluctuations  in  pecuniary  affairs,  God  has  made  no  ex- 
ception to  the  privilege  of  doing  good.  Has  he  ever  sSttd,  "  he  that  waterelh 
shall  be  watered  also  himself  "—except  in  hard  times  ?  He  that  hath  pity 
on  the  poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord,  and  that  which  he  hath  given  will  he  pay 
him  again — except  when  the  times  are  hard  ?  He  that  soweth  bountifully 
shall  reap  also  bountifully— except  in  hard  times,  and  then  he  shall  reap 
little  or  nothing  ?  There  is  no  such  weakening  addition.  The  promises 
are  full  and  sure.  If  you  would  take  the  promissory  note  of  a  good  man, 
will  you  start  from  the  promises  of  God  ? 

The  churches  oi Macedonia  were  liberal,  even  in  pressure  of  their  worldly 
affairs ;  so  that  '^  in  a  great  trial  of  affliction,  the  abundance  of  their  joy 
and  their  deep  poverty  abounded  to  the  riches  of  their  liberality.  For  to 
their  power,^^  says  the  apostle,  "yea,  and  beyond  their  power,  they  were 
willing  of  themselves :  praying  us  with  much  entreaty  that  we  would 
receive  the  gift,  and  take  upon  us  the  fellowship  of  ministering  to  the 
saints."  We  will  not  drown  the  plea  of  benevolence  with  crying  ^^hard 
times.^\   God  in  his  providence  changes  the  times,  to  show  us  our  own 
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hearts,  and  to  make  full  prQof  to  the  world  that  we  love  b>K  cause  ahove  all 
other  considerations. 

Do  we  not  sometimes  feel  aabamed  that  our  efforts  to  spread  the  Grospel 
are  so  small  in  comparison  with  what  is  oftentimes  done  for  other  causes  1 
The  expense  of  our  Florida  w^r  would  long  since  ha?e  supplied  fifteen 
years'  service  from  two  thousand  faithful  missionaries.  The  cost,  to  both 
nations,  of  our  last  war  with  Qreat  Britain  woqld  have  supported  twenty 
thousand  missionaries  for  a  term  of  thirty  years.  The  general  war  in 
Europe,  beginning  in  1793,  cost  the  several  nations  engaged  in  it  enough  to 
support  one  million  of  missionaries  for  a  term  of  twenty  seven  years — that 
is,  about  one  to  every  eight  hundred  soujs  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  during 
the  average  life  of  a  whole  generation!  When  a  people,  on  such  like 
^occasions,  \yill  pour  out  their  treasures  as  water,  does  it  not  9haim  us  thai 
we  ^ave  done  so  little  fqv  the  cau^e  of  Christ  ? 


MutUiavUu. 


MAINE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

We  have  received  the  33d  report  of  this 
Society,  from  which  we  derive  the  following 
facts,  showing  the  good  that  has  been  ac- 
complished through  the  blessing  of  God  on 
ils  labors,  apd  tb@*' progress  which  it  has 
made  in  the  estimation  of  the  public. 

What  changes  has  one  third  of  a 
century  wrought!  changes  in  the 
face  of  the  country;  the  wilderness 
^s  turned  into  a  f|^itful  field;— 
changes  in  the  numbers  and  condi- 
tion of  the  members  of  this  institu- 
tion. Then  there  were  3?;  now  there 
are  about  2,000 ;  of  whom  600  are 
life  members.  One  half  of  those  who 
were  active  in  the  formation  of  this 
Society,  now  "rest  from  their  labors, 
and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
Changes,  too,  in  the  moral  aspect  of 
things,  in  religious  operations.  Then^ 
Christians  thought  little  of  aiding 
the  feeble  churches  planted  among 
them,  and  still  less  of  carrying  the 
gospel  to  the  dark  and  distant  parts 
of  the  earth;  note,  there  is  more 
fellow-feeling,  a  greater  readiness  to 
"bear  one  another's  burdens,"  and 
more  combined  efforts,  more  noble 
sacrifices,  to  diffuse  the  light  of  di- 
vine truth  all  pvey  the  world.     JTien, 


the  churches  were  just  waking  up 
from  their  long  slumbers,  just  com- 
mencing operations ;  now^  they  have 
come  to  the  "burden  and  heat  of  the 
day," — Changes  also,  in  largeness  of 
heart,  in  disinterested  benevolence, 
making  Christ  "  all  and  in  all,"  and 
setting  the  general  promotion  of  his 
cause  above  any  party  interest. 

The  trustees  have  had,  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Society,  during  the 
year  past,  72  missionaries ;  12  in  ad- 
vance of  the  number  employed  the 
year  preceding.  Thfere  have  been 
reported,  under  their  ministrations, 
737  hopeful  converts;  a  number,  in 
proportion  to  labors  afforded,  alto- 
gether surpassing  that  of  any  previ- 
ous year  of  the  Society's  operations. 
The  returns  also  give  the  number  of  • 
322,  as  joined  to  the  feeble  churches. 

This  society  sprang  from  small  be- 
ginnings. The  1st  year,  they  had 
but  one  missionary,  and  his  labors 
were  not  continued  through  the 
whole  time.  The  5th  year  there 
were  11.  And  by  a  very  gradual  in- 
crease, the  lOth  year,  25.  In  the  20th 
year,  there  were  62. — And  the  29th 
year,  which  commenced  Juno,  183^, 
the  ypar  of  the  Society's  greatest 
worldly  prosperity,  there  were  90 
missionaries  in  the  field.  Then  came 
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the  "crash,"  and  the  Society  was 
broken  down,  in  1838,  to  47  mission- 
aries. And  it  has  been  a  crisis  ever 
since.  The  last  year,  1839,  it  had 
recovered  itself  a  little,  and  employ- 
ed 60  missionaries.  This  year,  it  has 
72. 

State  of  the  Finances, 

At  the  last  Annual  meeting,  the 
trustees  transacted  the  usual  busi- 
ness of  the  occasion,  and  then  passed 
over  ihe  remaining  concerns  of  the 
year,  to  the  Executive  Committee; 
with  the  proviso,  that  they  should 
not  extend  the  liabilities  of  the  So- 
ciety, beyond  the  amount  of  7,000 
dollars.  The  Committee  have  re- 
stricted themselves  within  that  limit. 
The  expenditures  of  the  year  have 
been  $6,67d49.  Of  this  sura,  the 
treasurer  has  paid,  during  the  year, 
$2,13329 ;  and  he  will  report  to  you 
a  balance  in  the  treasury,  of  available 
funds  $840  55,  making  an  amount  of 
$2,073  84.  This  leaves  $3,705  65, 
to  be  brought  in  or  contributed,  on 
this  occasi<m.  And  the  trustees 
confidently  hope,  that  the  collections 
at  this  time,  will  be  so  generous,  as 
to  leave  thf  m  at  the  close  of  these 
meetings,  square  with  the  world.* 
This  is  the  utmost  extent,  n6t  of 
their  wishes,  but  of  their  e.rpecta- 
iions.  If,  in  their  appropriations, 
the  trustees  have  gone  beyond  the 
charities  of  the  christian  public,  their 
only  plea  is,  that  they  had  no  heart 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  operations, 
and  withhold  the  means,  that  were 
so  blessed  of  heaven,  to  the  salvation 
of  immortal  souls.  Those  who  have 
reaped  down  your  fields  now  wait 
for  their  reward.  "  The  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire." 

Excellence  of  the  Home  Missionary 
Work. 

The  cause  of  Home  Missions  has 
not  that  hold  upon  the  religious  com- 
munity,  which  its   importance  de- 


*  The  Slims  paid  in  at  the  anmial  meeting 
produced  an  aoiuunt,  which  realized  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  Secretary,  and  left  the  fio- 
dety  "  square  with  the  world." 


mands.  There  is  nothing  about  it 
imposing  or  startling.  It  ^^  holds  on 
the  noiseless  tenor  of  its  way."  its 
quiet  operations,  though  eminently 
useful,  attract  little  notice.  It  is  like 
the  gently  swelling  stream,  which 
has  no  noise  of  cataract  to  excite 
wonder  and  adniiiation ;  and  yet 
overflows  its  banks,  causing  verdure, 
freshness  and  fertility. 

The  cause  of  Home  Missions  has  a 
bearing  upon  all  the  other  benevolent 
institutions  of  the  day.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  their  successful  operation. 
Let  this  flourish,  and  every  thing  far 
and  wide  flourishes  around  it;  let 
this  die,  and  all  kindred  efforts  die 
with  it.  The  cause  of  Temperance 
must  languish  among  the  feeble 
churches  and  moral  wastes,  unless 
the  home  missionary  is  there.  It 
needs  the  strong  power  of  the  Gos- 
pel upon  the  conscience  and  the 
heart  to  arrest  the  downward  pro- 
gress of  those  who  are  wasting  their 
substance,  impairing  their  health, 
destroying  present  peace  and  future 
hope,  and  "Scattering  death  around 
them.  The  Tract  Cause,  if  it  flour- 
ish, and  extend  a  wide  and  lasting 
influence,  must  be  attended  with  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  "with  the 
Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven." 
If  Sabbath  schools  and  Bibln  classes, 
are  to  be  steadily  sustained,  in  the 
feeble  places,  and  throw  a  salutary 
influence  over  the  rising  generation, 
they  must  depend,  in  great  measure, 
upon  the  support  of  the  cause  of 
Home  Missions.  And  it  is  no  less 
necessary,  in  the  fulfilment  of  the 
great  command :  '*  Go,  preach  the 
Gospel  to  every  creature."  It  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  Foreign  Missions — 
the  noble  enterprise  of  a  world's  con- 
version. If  we  would  plant  the 
standard  of  Christ  in  farthest  India; 
or  wave  the  banner  of  the  crossover 
the  Aborigines  beyond  the  Rocky 
Mountains;  or  shed  the  light  of 
heaven  upon  the  dark  coasts  of 
Africa;  or  cause  the  isles  of  the  sea 
to  "wait  for  the  divine  law ;"  we  must 
kindle  up  a  light  at  home.  It  must 
be  like  the  fire  upon  the  Jewish 
altar,  that  never  goes  out.  It  must 
be  progressive  and  wide  spreading. 
And  it  will  throw  its  influence  all 
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abroad.  It  will  hasten  the  fulfilment 
of  the  prophetic  annunciation;  "The 
kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become 


the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his 
Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever 
and  ever." 


e^ovttnpovcatntt  o{  tlje  ^.  fl^.  Stt.  <S. 


IOWA. 
APPLICATIONS  bP  CHURCHES  FOR  AID. 

From  Marion^  Linn  co. 

As  you  have  continual  applications 
for  aid,  and  must  exercise  discrimi- 
nation respecting  their  merits,  I  have 
thought  it  important  to  give  you 
some  particular  information  respect- 
ing this  church.  It  is  located  in  the 
richest  county  in  the  territory ;  and 
its  prospects  are  becoming  brighter 
every  month.  Other  Presbyterian 
families  are  moving  into  the  county 
There  is  no  minister  in  the  county 
but  the  one  who  is  stationed  here 
consequently,  the  numerous  settle 
raents  must  be  wholly  destitute  of 
preaching,  or  he  must  extend  his 
labors  to  all  parts  of  the  county.  He 
has  chosen  the  latter  alternaliTe,and 
has  preached  from  centre  to  circum 
ference.  The  population  comprises 
a  great  variety  ot  reckless  and  im- 
moral persons,  as  well  as  the  orderly 
and  religious ;  consequently,  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  influence  of  the  Gospel 
is  very  great.  The  labors  of  the 
missionary  are  desired  in  all  the  set- 
tlements; the  audiences  are  good 
and  attentive ;  and  he  has  more  than 
an  ordinary  prospect  of  usefulness. 
The  importance  of  sustaining  him 
here  is  obvious,  as  all  who  will  ex- 
amine the  moral  condition  of  the 
territory  must  admit,  that  whatever 
is  done  now,  will  be  immensely  more 
influential  on  the  future  condition  of 
this  region,  than  the  same  efforts 
made  &\e  years  hence.  The  laborers 
who  seek  your  assistance  are  young, 
efficient,  and  self-denying  men  ;  the 
question  now  is.  Shall  they  be  sus- 
tained 7  The  people  cannot  support 
their  ministers,  but  are  willing  to  do 


what  they  are  able.  At  Marion,  they 
have  subscribed  about  two  hundred 
dollars ;  a  considerable  part  of  which, 
however,  will  probably  not  be  re- 
alized. 


Application  from  Fert  Madison, 

In  renewing  our  request  to  the 
Board  for  a  continuation  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Rev.  James  A.  Clark,  we 
are  more  and  more  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  supporting  the  Gospel  . 
here,  as  this  place  is,  as  it  were,  an 
entrance  to  the  west  and  north  por- 
tions of  our  growing  territory,  and 
the  first  town,  of  any  size,  as  you 
ascend  the  Mississippi ;  and  this 
county,  by  the  recent  census,  num- 
bers a  greater  population  than  any 
other  in  the  territory.  If  your  mis- 
sionary should  be  removed  at  this 
time,  his  past  labors  must,  in  a  great 
degree,  be  lost;  for,  in  order  to  be 
useful,  a  minister  must  be  acquainted 
with  nis  hearers,  their  manner  of 
thinking  and  acting,  their  prejudices 
and  peculiarities,  and  then  he  must 
so  conduct  himself  as  to  have  their 
confidence.  These  things,  we  think, 
your  missionary  has  secured;  and 
although  there  has  not  been  any 
special  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  upon  us,  yet  we  have  had  some 
manifestations  of  his  presence  in 
awakening  some  to  a  sense  of  their 
danger,  and  leading  them  to  trust  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  salvation.- 
Some  wandering  sheep  have  been 
gathered  into  the  fold,  who,  for  years, 
had  deprived  themselves  of  the  bles- 
sing of  christian  communion  and 
fellowship. 

During  the  past  year,  our  little 
church  has  more  than  doubled  in 
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numbers.  Our  Sabbath  school  also 
has  been  constantly  on  the  in- 
crease, and  now  numbers  more  than 
70  scholars.  Temperance,  and  in 
fact  all  the  benevolent  operations  of 
the  day,  are  gaining  favor  in  the 
eyes  of  the  community ;  and  we  trust 
We  see  brighter  days  dawning  upon 
us. 

The  citizens  of  this  place  mani- 
fested a  commendable  zeal  when 
your  agent,  the  Rev.  Asa  Turner, 
was  here,  in  January  last,  in  doing 
something  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Clark ;  and  we  trust,  from  the  spirit 
manifested  at  that  time,  that  the  pe- 
riod is  not  far  distant,  when  they 
will  be  disposed  to  support  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  Gospel  without  foreign 
assistance. 

We  think  it  important  that  your 
missionary  should  be  continued 
here,  not  only  for  our  advantage,  but 
also  for  the  benefit  of  the  surround- 
ing counties  and  neighborhoods,  as 
there  is  hardly  a  week  passes  but  he 
is  solicited  to  preach,  and  frequently 
to  organize  churches. 


MISSOURI. 

From  Rev,  Amasa  Jones. 

After  a  long  intenral,  in  which  little  en- 
couragement has  been  gained,  we  are  grati- 
fied to  learn  that  this  mission,  the  farthest 
west  of  any  aided  by  this  Society,  begins  to 
wear  a  promising  aspect.  The  missionary 
on  this  distant  frontier. has  to  encounter 
peculiar  trials. 

Since  my  last,  I  have  become 
greatly  encouraged  in  my  labors, 
and  have  some  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Lord  is  about  to  appear  for  us. 
There  are  some  cases  of  conviction, 
and  one  hopeful  conversion  in  this 
neighborhood.  The  first  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  of  July  were  set  apart 
for  a  two-days'  meeting.  A  goodly 
number  attended  and  gave  very 
pleasing  attention  to  the  word.  We 
closed  the  meeting  with  the  adminis- 


tration of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Quite 
a  number  joined  us  of  other  commu- 
nions, which  added  great  interest  to 
the  season.  One  was  added  to  our 
number  by  letter.  If  not  deceived, 
we  enjoyed  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 
and  were  greatljr  refreshed.  We 
still  suffer  great  inconvenience  for 
the  want  of  suitable  places  for  meet- 
ing. The  jQies  too,  especially  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  keep  many  people 
from  attending  meeting,  who  other- 
wise would  be  constant  hearers  of 
the  word. 

Sickness  has  recently  made  its 
appearance,  and  with  somewhat  of 
an  alarming  character.  One  only, 
as  yet,  has  fallen  a  victim.  The 
most  of  my  time,  for  some  weeks 
past,  has  been  occupied  in  visiting 
sick  families.  This  brings  me  in 
contact  with  all  classes,  and  affords 
me  an  opportunity  of  learning  oiore 
fully  the  wants  of  this  people. 

We  have  two  day  schools  in  ope- 
ration, which  promise  much  good. 
So  far  as  I  am  acquainted,  vice  and 
irreligion  seem  to  be  giving  place  to 
morality  and  true  piety.  The  well- 
springs  of  life  are  opened^  and  the 
refreshing  streams  of  grace  which 
flow  from  them,  give  us  evidence 
that  this  once  barren  desert  is  soon 
to  become  the  garden  of  the  Lord. 

The  means  employed  to  bring 
about  so  glorious  an  event  must  not 
be  withdrawn. 


CAMFBELLISM— ITS   GENIUS  AND  OPEAA- 
TION. 

We  have  to  contend  with  all  the 
influence  that  the  Campbellites  can 
exert  against  us,  and  you  can  scarce- 
ly conceive  what  efforts  they  are 
making.  They  have  had  three  pro- 
tracted meetings  here  this  summer, 
and  have  spared  no  pains  to  obtain 
ministers  from  a  distance.  One  of 
their  ministers,  who  is  likewise  a 
partner  in  a  commission-house  in 
New-Orleans,  told  them  that  he 
would  refund  the  amount  of  his  com- 
missions on  any  merchandise  fdi* 
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warded  from  this  county  to  his  care  | 
in  New-Orleans,  in  order  to  aid  in 
the  support  of  a  Campbellite  minis- 
ter  in  this  place,  and  that  other  houses 
would  do  the  same. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
in  my  opinion,  Campbellism  is  the 
great  curse  of  the  west — more  de- 
structive and  more  injurious  to  the 
cause  of  religion,  than  avnwed  infi- 
delity ilself.  There  is  evidence  of 
wonderful  cunning  in  the  system, 
and  in  those  who  seek  to  carry  it 
out.  It  presents  something  like  a 
form  of  godliness,  which  may  an- 
swer temporal  purposes,  and  serve 
for  those  who  cannot  silence  con- 
science without  something  in  the 
semblance  of  religion.  As  Moham- 
med, in  framing  his  system  of  delu- 
sion, sought  to  accommodate  it  as  far 
as  practicable  to  all  the  forms  of  reli 
gion  then  extant,  so  Campbellism  is 
intended  to  commend  itself  to  all  the 
other  denominations.  It  has  no 
creed  or  confession  of  faith  of  its 
own.  It  is  like  the  pirate  bark  upon 
the  seas,  provided  with  the  flag  of 
every  nation,  ready  to  run  up  any 
one  as  occasion  may  require.  Thus, 
Campbellism  is  ever  ready,  Proteus- 
like, to  change  its  shape  whenever 
any  thing  is  to  be  gained  by  decep- 
tion. The  object  appears  to  be,  to 
form  one  great  body,  in  the  shade  of 
which  no  other  can  possibly  exist. 
Hence  its  religious  requirements  are 
reduced  to  the  minimum.  It  is  only 
to  be  immersed  and  give  consent  to 
the  historical  facts  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament; every  thing  else,  they  say, 
will  follow;  the  Holy  Ghost  will  be 
imparted;  the  man  become  a  Chris- 
tian. I  am  credibly  informed,  that 
a  very  wicked  man,  who  was  beset 
by  them,  at  last,  overcome  by  their 
importunity,  consented  to  he  im- 
mersed. He  made  no  scruple  of  telling 
his  ungodly  companions,  that  he  was 
resolved  to  irj-  whether  he  could  be- 
come a  Christian  in  this  way,  re- 
marking that  if  so,  no  one  could 
have  any  excuse  for  going  to  hell. 
On  the  day  appointed  he  was  im- 
mersed, and  on  coming  up  out  of  the 
water,  being  asked.  How  do  you  feel 
nftw  7  his  answer  was,  with  an  oath, 
"  Not  one  bit  better  1" 


WISCONSIN. 

Application  of  the  Church  in  Spring 
Prairie  and  Sugar  Creek. 

Our  situation  is  critical  and  our 
wants  great.  The  settlement  in  S, 
P.  was  commenced  four  years  since; 
it  now  cotitains  600  inhabitants,  on  a 
territory  12  miles  long  by  6  wide. 
Infidelity,  open  and  undisguised,  is 
prevalent.  It  is  found,  prmcipally, 
among  those  who  are  migratory  in 
their  habits,  and  who  will  probably 
remove  if  a  Gospel  influence  is  per- 
manently established.  A  church  will 
probably  be  formed  before  the  close 
of  the  year.  Those  who  are  already 
professors  of  religion,  and  some 
others,  are  very  anxious  and  deter- 
mined, with  the  blessing  of  God,  to 
enjoy  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel. 
They  have  done  all  they  can  by  way 
of  subscribing  to  support  a  minister. 

Sugar  Creek  Prairie,  a  lar^e  and 
interesting  settlement  adjoining  us 
on  the  west,  is  similar  in  its  moral 
character  to  this  place.  The  people 
there  wish  to  join  us  in  supporting  a 
minister. 

I  We  are  unable  suitably  to  present 
our  wants.  We  believe,  however, 
that  there  are  few  places  in  the  in- 
terior of  this  territory  more  inviting, 
or  whose  wants  are  as  pressing  as 
ours.  We  cannot  now  support  the 
Gospel  without  assistance.  If  we  do 
not  have  it,  the  field  must  be  surren- 
dered to  the  reign  of  infidelity,  from 
which  there  is  no  hope  of  rescuing  it 
again  for  many  years. 


CNION     OP     CONGREGATIONALISTS     AND 
PRESBYTERIANS  IN  THE  SAME  CHURCH. 

A  meeting  is  about  to  be  held  in 
this  territory,  for  the  purpose  of  ef- 
fecting a  union  between  Congrega- 
tioualists  and  Presbyterians,  or  at 
least,  of  making  such  arrangements 
that  both  may  belong  to  the  same 
church,  without  the  sacrifice  of  their 
respective  peculiar  principles.  The 
meeting  is  anticipated  with  no  ordi- 
nary interest ;  and  the  object  is  re- 
garded by  many  of  us  as  vastly  im- 
portant 
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From  Bev,  D,  A.  Sherman,  Eastland  eighteen  months  In  this  p1ace» 


and  West  Troy,  W.  T. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have 
preached  alternately  at  East  and 
West  Troy,  which  are  contiguous 
towns.  There  are  interesting  cir- 
cumstances in  relation  to  both.  A 
female  boarding-school  in  East  Troy, 
kept  by  Mrs.  Vail,  was,  last  fall  or 
winter,  the  scene  of  a  revival  which 
embraced  most  or  ail  of  the  scholars, 
as  well  as  some  individuals  in  the 
neighborhood.  Three  of  these  I 
have  baptized  and  admitted  to  the 
communion  of  the  church ;  two 
others  I  have  admitted  who  had  been 
baptized  in  infancy.  At  West  Troy 
I  found  a  colony  from  Hadley  in 
Massachusetts,  settled  on  the  edges 
of  one  of  the  beautiful  prairies  so 
frequent  in  this  region,  with  a  Hue 
stream  running  through  it.  After 
having  been  formed  into  a  church, 
they  enjoyed  for  a  season,  the  labors 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  O.,  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman  residing  in  this  vicinity. 
His  eflforts  among  them  were  crown- 
ed with  the  divine  blessing.  A  re- 
vival ensued,  which  not  a  little 
strengthened  the  feeble  church,  by  a  I 
considerable  addition  to  its  numbers.} 
Two  of  the  converts  I  have  received 
to  communion,  and  I  have  baptized 
two  of  their  infant  children.  They 
have  a  Sabbath  school,  and  have 
been  enabled  to  establish  for  its  use, 
a  very  good  library,  through  the  be- 
nevolence of  their  Eastern  friends. 
They  wrote  to  their  friends  in  Had- 
ley, that  they  had  established  a  Sab- 
bath school,  but  had  no  library.  The 
church  at  Hadley,  on  receiving  the 
information,  generously  voted  to 
forward  to  them  the  books  in  its  own 
Sabbath  school  library,  and  to  pur- 
chase new  books  to  replenish  it. 


ILLINOIS. 

From  JRev.  B.  F.  Morris,  Warsaw. 

SUPPORT   ASSUMED  BY  THE  CHURCHES — 
GRATITUDE   FOR  AID. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  the  Gospel, 
which  has  been  regularly  preached 
for  the  last  two  years  at  Uartbage. 

VOL.  xin.  30 


by  your  missionary,  will  at  last  be 
found  the  savor  of  life  unto  life, 
unto  many  souls.  Already  have  we 
been  permitted  to  see  its  blessed 
results. 

I  suggested  in  my  last  report,  that 
I  should  not  make  application  for  a 
renewal  of  my  commission.  The 
two  places  in  which  I  preach  are 
willing,  and  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability,  liberal  in  subscribing  to  sup^ 
port  the  Gospel.  In  taking  leave, 
therefore,  of  your  Society,  I  cannot 
but  express  the  warmest  sentiments 
of  gratitude  for  your  kindness  and 
aid  to  me,  during  the  last  two  years 
of  trial  that  I  have  preached  to  this 
people.  May  the  Lord  bless  you,  and 
all  the  generous  patrons  ot  your  So* 
ciety.  I  hope  and  believe  that  they 
will  find  the  promise  fulfilled— "He 
that  watereth  shall  be  watered  also 
himself,''  and  that  in  eoming  years, 
the  churches  to  whom  it  has  been  my 
duty  to  preach,  will  pour  into  your 
treasury  their  streams  of  benefaction* 


LIGHT  ARISING  IN   DARKNESS. 

We  are  ready  to  marvel  at  the  un^ 
belief  and  the  anxious  solicitude  of 
our  Lord's  disciples,  when  they  had 
such  wonderful  displays  of  his  mi- 
raculous power  exhibited  frequently 
before  them.  And  yet,  what  bettei' 
are  we  ?  What  have  been  his  past 
dealings  with  us,  but  one  unbroken 
series  of  mercies— as  if  he  would 
inspire  us  with  confidence  in  him, 
and  make  us  to  repose  in  quietness 
upon  his  boson^ ! 

We  have  had  here  a  variety  of  ex- 
perience, but  in  the  midst  of  wrath 
we  can  say  with  the  prophet — "  Lo, 
this  is  our  God ;  we  have  waited  for 
him }  he  will  save  us.  This  is  th6 
Lord ;  we  have  waited  for  him ;  we 
will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  his  salva- 
tion." We  have  been  lukewarm — 
"  neither  hot  nor  cold."  Again,  we 
have  been  in  the  storm  and  tempest 
that  threatened  to  overwhelm  usw 
But  adored  be  the  name  of  the  Lord^ 
the  clouds  and  darkness  have  passed 
away,  and  we  are  now  enjoving  the 
light  of  his  eouBtenanee.    The  greet 
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adversary  bas  been  in  tbe  midst  of 
us,  setting  brother  at  variance  with 
brother,  and  threatening  to  rend 
asunder  our  little  Zion.  But  in  the 
midst  of  tumult,  the  word  of  truth 
was  most  unexpectedly  made  quick 
and  powerful,  discerning  the  secrets 
of  the  heart,  and  leading  sinners  to 
inquire  with  fearful  anxiety — "what 
shall  we  do!"  The  Lord's  people 
were  led  to  reflect,  and  some  of  them 
to  fear  that  they  were  strangers  to 
the  covenant  of  promise.  For  seve- 
ral weeks,  nearly  every  evening  has 
been  occupied  by  meetings  for 
prayer,  although  it  is  the  busiest 
season  of  the  year.  The  backslider 
has  been  reclaimed,  the  cold  profes- 
sor revived,  and  several  of  the  im- 
penitent hopefully  converted.  No 
extra  preaching  has  seemed  to  be 
called  for.  The  Lord  has  begun  and 
carried  on  the  work  through  prayer 
and  faith fnl  private  conversation, 
urging  Christians  to  return  unto  the 
Lord,  and  sinners  to  come  to  repent- 
ance. This  revival  is  a  striking 
illustration  of  our  Saviour's  declara- 
tion, that  "a  little  leaven  leaveneth 
the  whole  lump  ;"  as  it  begun  with  a 
very  few  praying  ones,  in  connection 
with  a  Bible  class. 

Last  week,  several  of  the  brethren, 
by  particular  request  from  a  promi- 
nent individual  of  an  adjoining  town, 
aided  him  in  forming  a  temperence 
society.  He  has  been  recently  con- 
verted, up  to  which  event  he  was  in- 
temperate; and  only  a  few  weeks 
since  attempted  to  open  a  rum-sell- 
ing tavern.  Now,  how  changed  \ 
The  meeting  was  addressed  by  an- 
other citizen  just  brought  to  repent- 
ance, and  thus  delivered  from  a 
drunkard's  grave. 


gelical  laborers  are  very  much  needed 
in  this  section  of  country  ;  there  are 
some  fine  and  promising  fields,  which 
must  be  under  the  control  of  un- 
wholesome sectarians,  merely  be- 
cause there  is  nobody  else  to  come 
in  and  pre-occupy  the  ground.,  How 
appropriate  the  prayer,  therefore, 
that  the  "Lord  would  send  forth 
laborers  into  his  harvest !" 

My  labors  are  somewhat  arduous 
and  fatiguing,  and  almost  every  week 
I  have  applications  to  preach  at  dif- 
ferent pf)ints,  and  in  many  cases  I 
am  obliged  to  refuse.  Considerable 
labor  is  also  requisite  to  look  up  old 
professors,  and  endeavor  to  bring 
them  to  act  in  character.  I  think  I 
can  say  that  the  interests  of  religion 
are  decidedly  gaining  ground.  There 
is  less  profaneness,  less  Sabbath- 
breaking,  less  Intemperance,  and  an 
increased  attention  upon  the  means 
of  grace,  and  far  less  prejudice  than 
formerly.  I  have  lately  been  preach- 
ing on  the  evidences  of  revealed  re- 
ligion, and  some  of  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  the  Gospel  system,  and 
think  it  has  not  been  without  some 
good  effect. 


From  Rep.  J.  H,  Prentiss^  Fulton, 
Whiteside  Co. 

At  both  the  stations  which  I  oc- 
cupy, the  moral  field  is  in  a  measure 
new  and  nncultivated.  Besides  my 
regular  Sabbath  labors,  I  occasion- 
ally lecture  in  three  or  four  adjacent 
neighborhoods  ;  in  which  cases,  al- 
most the  whole  population  turn  out  to 
hear  preaching.  More  efficient  evan- 


POLITIOAL  EXCITEMENT. 

During  the  first  three  months  of 
the  present  missionary  year,  we 
were  not  without  tokens  of  the  di- 
vine presence.  Some  three  or  four 
were  added  to  the  Lord.  But  such 
has  been,  and  still  is,  the  political 
excitement  among  us,  that  little  can 
be  done  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  Party 
spirit,  with  all  its  influence,  affects 
not  only  the  men  of  the  world,  and 
aosorbs  their  whole  attention,  but  it 
has  entered  the  church,  and  is  palsy- 
ing the  efforts  of  Christ's  people.  I 
long  to  see  the  day  when  it  shall  be 
decided  who  is  President,  as  I  hope  it 
will  then  be  less  difficult  to  get  men 
to  decide  whether  they  will  serve 
the  Lord,  or  sink  to  ruin. 


DISCOURAGEMENTS. 

There  baa  heretofore  been  great 
B  alienation  of  feeliRg  ia  the  coagre- 
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gation— partly  from  some  diflference 
of  doctrinal  views,  and  partly  from 
the  location  of  the  meeting-house — 
the  effects  of  which  have  been  very 
unhappy  on  the  minds  of  many,  if 
not  of  all.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that 
professors  of  religion  have,  by  their 
unholy  strife,  grieved  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  the  impenitent  have  be- 
come more  hardened  in  their  rebel- 
lion, and  are  trying  to  fortify  them- 
selves against  the  truth,  by  the  faults 
of  professors. 


APOSTATE  PROFESSORS. 

There  are  also,  scattered  up  and 
down  through  the  community,  many 
individuals  who  once  professed  reli- 
gion, and  are  members  of  churches 
at  the  East,  some  with,  and  some 
without  letters,  who  stand  aloof  from 
the  church  here,  and  live  like  the 
impenitent  world  around  them. 
Some  of  them,  in  addition  to  their 
evil  example,  are  skeptical,  and  exert 
an  influence  directly  against  religion; 
and  they  are  a  great  stumbling-block 
in  the  way  of  sinners.  My  soul  is 
sometimes  distressed  — my  heart 
sinks,  and  I  should  be  ready  to  aban- 
don all  efforts^  were  it  not  for  ihe  un- 
failing word  of  Jehovah.  I  know 
that  the  cause  is  his,  and  that  he  feels 
an  infinite  interest  in  it.  His  word 
shall  not  return  unto  him  void.  Di- 
vine inspiration  has  declared  :  ''  we 
are  unto  God  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ, 
in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them 
that  perish."  If  the  Gospel  be 
preached,  though  men  despise  and 
reject  it,  yet  God  will  be  glorified ; 
and  he  who  falthfullv  proclaims  the 
truth,  "  though  Israel  be  not  gather- 
ed, shall  yet  be  glorious  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  and  his  God  shall  be  his 
strength."  It  is  certainly  ueqessary 
that  some  one  should  labor  among 
this  people,  and  since  the  providence 
of  God  has  placed  me  here,  I  would 
not  desert  my  post—though  my 
health  is  feeble,  and  I  am  still  a0ict- 
ed  with  the  bronchitis.  Ofpecuniary 
trials  I  need  not  speak.  The  cry  of 
distress  reaches  you  from  all  parts, 
and  we  also  have  experience  on  the 
subject. 


From  Rev  A,  L.  Pennoyer^  Griggs- 
ville. 

BIBLICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Our  Bible  classes  have  been  greatly 
increased  in  numbers  and  efficiency. 
I  have  made  special  effort  to  form 
classes  from  among  the  church  mem- 
bers, as  well  as  the  unconverted. 
Our  Sabbath  school  has  also  greatly 
increased  in  interest  by  the  faithful 
observance  of  the  Sabbath  school 
concert  of  prayer.  This  meeting  oc- 
cupies one  Sabbath  evening  in  every 
month  ;  at  which  time  all  the  chil- 
dren are  assembled — questions  are 
proposed  respecting  the  lessons  of 
the  month  past— interesting  accounts 
communicated,  and  every  thing  done 
to  impress  children  with  a  sense  of 
their  accountability,  and  to  secure 
their  conversion. 


ADDITIONS  TO  TBE  CHURCH. 

We  have  strong  opposition  from 
Universalists  and  infidels,  but  the 
work  of  the  Lord  has  advanced. 
We  have  had  thirty  added  to  the 
church,  so  that  now  our  church  uum-^ 
bers  more  than  100  members. 


TENNESSEE. 


PECUNIARY  EMBARRASSMENTS. 

I  have  contemplated  preaching 
statedly,  once  a  month,  provided  it 
would  meet  the  designs  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  renew  my  commission  for 
another  year.  The  past  year,  it  is 
true,  the  church  has  not  as  yet  ful- 
filled her  promise  towards  my  sup- 
port. The  truth  is,  the  times  are 
distressingly  hard  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  this,  doubtless,  ^ill  af- 
ford some  apology  for  them.  The 
whole  community  are  involved  in 
debt,  and  1  believe,  at  present,  are 
really  unable  to  pay  their  debts. 
The  most  discerning  and  judicious 
have  supposed,  there  is  not  monoy 
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enough  circulating  in  the  country  to  | 
pay  the  taxes  now  due,  or  to  pay  for 
the  salt  and  iron  the  people  are  com- 
pelled to  purchase.  The  wheat 
crops  have  been  cut  short,  and  there 
is  no  market  worth  naming  for  corn 
and  bacon.  Money  cannot  be  had 
for  any  article  of  produce  offered  for 
sale.  Besides,  the  present  is  a  time 
of  very  general  and  distressing  sick- 
ness in  this  country. 


MICHIGAN. 


From  Rev.  J,  Z>.  Wilson^  New  Salem 
and  Oak  Grove. 

Since  my  last  communication,  the 
Lord  has  revived  his  work  in  these 
churches.  On  the  last  Sabbath  in 
May,  we  held  a  sacramental  meeting 
in  the  New  Salem  church;  and' it 
appears  that  a  work  of  grace  com- 
menced with  the  meeting.  Although 
there  was  no  manifestation  of  excite- 
ment until  toward  the  close,  yet  a 
prayerful  attention  marked  the  pro- 
fessing portion  of  the  audience ;  and 
occasionally  the  tear  was  seen  in  the 
eye  of  the  impenitent,  even  at  the 
commencement.  But  on  Sabbath 
evening  the  Spirit  descended  in  more 
copious  effusions,  and  sixteen  indi- 
viduals were  found  among  the  in- 
quirers. We  have  since  had  an  ad- 
dition of  seven  members  to  the 
church  in  New  Salem.  One  recently 
added,  is  a  woman  with  a  family  of 
six  or  seven  children,  whose  husband 
is  impenitent.  She  was  providen- 
tially hindered  from  attending  the 
stated  nreans  of  grace,  yet  she  found 
the  Saviour  at  home,  in  the  exercises 
of  prayer  and  reading  her  Bible. 
Some  of  the  fruits  of  this  refreshing 
have  united  with  another  denomina- 
tion, and  others  have  not  yet  made  a 
profession  of  religion. 

On  the  last  Sabbath  in  July,  a 
similar  meeting  was  held  in  the  Oak 
Grove  church.  This  meeting  was 
characterized  rather  by  the  reviving 
of  God's  people,  than  by  impressions 
upon  the  impenitent.  Two  professed 
^  hope  in  the  Saviour. 


From  the  first  Report  of  a  Mission^ 
ary. 

The  reception  of  your  commission 
caused  no  little  joy  among  the  mem- 
bers of  this  little  church ;  for  few 
had  any  expectation  that  the  state  of 
your  funds  was  such  that  you  could 
comply  with  their  request.  Early 
in  the  spring,  God,  in  his  wise  provi- 
dence, removed  one  of  our  most 
faithful  and  able  brethren  by  death. 
His  loss  was  felt  to  be  irreparable  in 
regard  to  pecuniary  aid.  God  has 
disappointed  their  fears  in  your 
timely  assistance. 

The  church  consistsof  only  seven 
male  members,  who  reside  in  the 
vicinity,  (and  one  of  them  can  never 
attend  our  meetings  or  engage  in  any 
outward  public  act  of  worship,  from 
the  infirmities  of  old  age,)  and  eleven 
females.  Thus  you  see  that  the 
church  are  few  in  number;  they 
are  also  poor  in  this  world's  goods. 
Some  of  our  brethren  labor  by  the 
day  for  their  bread,  and  are  worth 
but  little  more  than  their  household 
furniture,  while  no  one  is  worth 
more  than  $2000  or  $2500,  and  they 
are  deeply  involved  in  the  common 
embarrassments  of  the  country. 
They  generally  appear  willing  to  do 
what  they  can,  even  though  that  is 
but  little.  About  two  months  since, 
I  made  a  few  remarks,  after  the  com- 
munion, on  the  wants  of  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  as  stated  in  their 
circular.  A  collection  was  taken  up. 
A  subscription  of  $18  was  collected. 
The  Female  Benevolent  Society 
have  raised  sufficient  funds  for  pur- 
chasing a  neat  set  of  communion 
furniture,  and  are  waiting  for  the  first 
opportunity  to  send  to  New- York 
for  it.  Among  our  hindrances  in. 
doing  good,  the  want  of  a  place  for 
public  worship  at  our  command'  at 
all  times,  is  one  of  the  greatest.  We 
need  a  small  session-room,  or  some- 
thing of  the  kind,  where  we  may 
hold  meetings  without  being  in  the 
way  of  others.  I  fully  believe  that 
there  are  many  churches  in  the  East, 
did  they  see  as  I  do  the  great  im- 
portune* of  having  a   house   buiU 
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here,  .who  could,  with  what  could 
be  collected  from  the  congregation, 
give  us  sufficient  to  erect  a«  small, 
cheap  house.  If  300  or  400  dollars 
could  be  granted  us,  it  would  put  us 
ahead  at  once. 


"  TOO  POOR  TO  LIVE  WITHOUT  THE 
GOSPEL." 

The  following  extracts  from  the  applica- 
tioQ  of  a  feeble  church,  present  a  picture  of 
many  which  are  scattered  throughout  the 
new  settlements.  It  is  surely  a  blessed 
work,  to  nurture  these  little  plants  in  the 
vineyard  of  God.  Happy  is  that  minister 
whose  privilege  it  is  to  hold  the  cup  of  sal- 
vation to  such  thirsty  lips!  How  much 
better  is  it  to  preach  to  those  who  "  desire 
the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  they  may 
grow  thereby,"  than  to  cater  for  the  morbid 
and  critical  appetite  of  churches  full  to 
satiety !  How  many  ministers,  did  they  \ 
but  know  the  things  that  make  for  their! 
comfort,  would  forego  the  temporal  ad  van-  { 
tages  of  a  settlement  at  the  East,  and  seek 
some  humble  spot  in  the  wilderness,  where 
they  might  lay  the  foundations  of  future 
society,  and  renew,  as  it  were,  their  own 
youth,  and  live  over  again  in  all  the  fresh- 
ness of  a  first  love,  the  varied  joys  and 
trials  of  their  early  professional  life ! 

We  need  not  detail  to  you  the 
trials  and  discouragements  of  indi- 
vidual professors  in  a  new  country. 
With  these  you  are  familiar.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  since  the  commence- 
ment of  a  settlement  in  this  place, 
four  or  five  years  ago,  a  few  mem- 
bers of  Presbyterian  and  Congrega- 
tionalist  churches,  from  different 
parts  of  the  country,  have  taken  up 
their  residence  here.  Until  recently,' 
we  have  had  no  preaching  from 
ministers  of  our  own  order;  and 
much  of  that  which  we  have  had, 
has  been  fro'm  those  who  are  not  re- 
garded as  evangelical  in  doctrine,  or 
from  such  as  are  poorly  qualified  to 
preach.  Until  recently,  we  had  no 
church.  But  the  few  brethren  re- 
siding here,  felt  that  it  was  not 
proper  for  them  to  remain  as  sheep 


scattered  on  the  mountains,  with  no 
one  to  look  after  them.  After  con- 
sultation,* and  with  the  assistance  of 
a  neighboring  missionary,  we  united 
in  the  formation  of  a  Presbyterian 
church.  It  is  composed  of  nine 
members — four  males  and  five  fe- 
males. A  few  others  will  join  us  the 
first  opportunity. 

Our  numbers,  as  you  perceive,,  is 
small;  our  means  are  equally  so. 
But  we  feel  ourselves  to  be  too  poor  to 
live  without  the  GospeL  Hence  we 
have  determined  to  support  a  minis- 
ter half  the  time,  provided  the  other 
half  of  his  support  can  be  secured. 
At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  minis- 
tering brethren  who  knew  our  situa- 
tion, and  took  a  deep  interest  in  our 
affairs,  the  Rev. has  been  in- 
duced to  visit  us.  We  haile^^  his 
coming  with  joy,  and  are  making 
every  effort  to  retain  him  among  us. 
By  the  advice  of  the  ministers  re- 
ferred to,  we  now  apply  for  the  aid  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  with  the  hope 
that  another  hundred  may  be  obtain- 
ed from  some  other  source. 

The  aid  applied  for  above  has  been  granted, 
provision  made  for  employing  the  mission- 
ary the  balance  of  bis  time,  and  furnishing 
the  deficit  in  his  supporu  He  is  now,  we 
trust,  already  on  the  ground  and  breaking 
the  bread  of  life  to  a  grateful  people. 


From  a  Missionary  in  a  very  new 
Town. 

You  are  not  prepared  to  hear  com- 
plaints, nor  am  I  disposed  to  com- 
plain. But  this  whole  region  is 
difficult  for  missionaries.  They  are 
exposed  to  sickness ;  for  although  I 
do  not  think  the  climate  will  be 
sickly  hereafter,  it  is  so  at  present. 
In  time  it  will  be  healthy,  and  con- 
tain a  dense  population.  I  am  now 
suffering  from  the  ague  and  fever. 
Although  I  have  lost  but  one  Sab- 
bath, yet  often  I  have  preached, 
when  if  I  had  been  at  home,  and  on 
any  other  day,  I  should  have  kept 
my  bed.  My  people  are  very  kind, 
and  do  all  they  can  for  my  comfort 
and  support ;  but  for  the  last  three 
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quarters,  it  has  amounted  to  not  more 
than  fifty  dollars. 

There  is  great  peace  and  quietness 
in  my  church;  we  have  received  a 
few  additions  of  such  as  we  hope 
will  be  saved. 

I  preached  last  Sabbath  at  the  L. 
church,  situated  about  six  miles 
north  of  this  place.  They  have  had 
no  minister  since  I  have  been  here. 
I  received  seven  members  into  the 
church  there,  making  an  increase, 
since  I  came  into  this  region,  of 
from  eight  to  thirty-five.  The  sheriff 
of  the  county  and  his  wife,  and  a 
young  lawyer  of  promising  talents, 
were  among  the  number  added  on 
this  occasion.  We  had  a  blessed 
season. 

The  population  in  my  parish  is 
very  sparse,  and  it  is  difficult  keeping 
our  prayer  meetings  in  the  sickly 
season..  Our  Sabbath  school  and 
Bible  class  are  kept  up;  the  Bible 
class  is  of  the  very  first  character, 
and  I  believe  our  church  are  walking 
in  the  faith  and  order  of  the  Gospel. 


INDIANA. 

From  Rev.  W,  C,  Rankin^  Choen  Co, 

Our  country  has  been  blessed  with 
a  good  degree  of  health,  and  notwith- 
standing the  "  times  are  hard,"  yet 
we  have  food  and  raiment.  We  also 
think  that  God  has  bestowed  on  us 
some  mercy  drops,  in  the  hopeful 
conversion  of  several  persons,  which 
has  occurred  since  my  last.  In  gene- 
ral, there  is  a  good  state  of  feeling 
amongst  the  members  of  the  church- 
es, and  in  some  an  increase  in  attend- 
ance. When  I  wrote  last,  I  antici- 
pated a  revival  of  the  work  of  the 
Lord  ;  but  the  politick!  excitement 
has  blasted  our  hopes.  Indeed,  many 
of  the  leaders  of  the  church  have 
been  carried  away  with  it.  It  has* 
raged  here  as  I  never  before  have 
seen,  and  as  I, pray  God  I  may  never 
see  it  again.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
has  done  more  to  demoralize  the 
country,  than  any  thing  that  has 
taken  place ;  and  if  we  count  the 
loss  of  time,  and  money  expended 


during  the  canvass  of  this  election, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  this  state  will 
have  sustained  a  loss  of  more  than  is 
expended  in  one  year  by  the  whole 
church  of  Christ,  in  our  land,  for  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel. 


A  SUGGESTION — HOW  TO    SUPPORT   AN- 
OTHER MISSIONARY. 

One  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Society  has 
computed  the  pottage  on  the  reports  which 
are  received  by  the  Executive  Committee 
from  the  missionaries,  at  $400  per  annum; 
and  proposes  that  each  one  pay  the  postage 
on  his  own  correspondence,  and  thus  save  to 
the  Society,  a  sum  sufficient  to  sustain  an- 
other laborer  in  the  suffering  field.  He 
doubts  not  that  the  trifling  sacrifice  which  it 
would  cost'each  one  of  the  missionaries  to 
do  this,  would  be  cheerfully  made  by  men, 
who,  from  their  circumstances,  are  so  deeply 
impressed  with  the  wants  of  the  country. 

We  appreciate,  with  gratitude,  this  gene- 
rous proposal  of  one  who  knows  what  it  is 
to  labor  among  the  poor  and  needy,  and  to 
struggle  under  the  privations  of  a  new  coun- 
try. But  we  can  hardly  find  it  in  our  hearts 
to  consent  to  an  arrangement  which  will 
lay  a  tax  of  even  a  single  dollar  each,  upon 
those  who  are  already  living  on  the  minimum 
of  support.  We  will  merely  say,  that  if 
any  missionary  can  afford  to  pay  the  post- 
age on  his  reports,  and  finds  it  in  his  heart 
to  do  so,  he  may  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  the  amount  will  be  a  virtual 
donation  to  the  general  treasury  of  the  So* 
ciety,  which  is  gladdening  many  a  waste 
place  of  our  country. 

But  there  is  a  class  of  correspondents  who 
might,  with  far  greater  propriety,  be  called  on 
to  contribute  to  the  Home  Missionary  treas- 
ury in  this  way.  It  is  a  fact  that  has  often 
filled  us  with  surprise,  that  churches  applying 
for  ministers,  or  for  aid ;  clergymen  seeking 
information  of  places,  requesting  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Society,  or  notifying  us  of 
the  change  in  their  address;  and  many  other 
classes  of  correspondents— writing  mainly 
on  their  own  businest—  should,  by  omitting  to 
pay  postage,  throw  theexpense  of  their  com- 
munications upon  the  Society.  The  sum 
thus  taken  (without  conaidorationi  we  trust) 
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from  the  miasionary  fund,  would  make 
some  desert  portion  of  the  land  to  rejoice 
and  blossom  as  the  rose. 


OHIO. 

WHO  SUPPORTS  THE  MISSIONARY  CADSE  ? 

The  christian  public,  which  contributes 
to  the  funds  of  Home  Missionary  Societies, 
has  all  the  credit  of  the  pecuniar y  support 
of  this  cause*  But,  from  a  knowledge  of 
many  eases,  we  are  persuaded,  that  the  mis- 
sionaries themselves  bear  no  small'  share  of 
this  expense.  That  is,  the  average  support 
which  they  are  content  to  receive,  is  less 
than  men  of  similar  talents  and  attainments 
are  accustomed  to  receive  in  the  older  por- 
tions of  the  country.  In  the  case  mentioned 
below,  the  congregation  raises  $200 ;  the 
missionary  might  insist  on  ^00,  as  the  least 
amount  which  he  could  be  expected  to  live 
on ;  but  he  consents  to  remain  fur  $300,  and 
to  make  up  this  sum,  they  apply  to  the 
A.  H.  M.  S.  for  $100.  Here,  it  is  evident  he 
contributes  $100  to  the  support  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  that  feeble  church.  The  aggregate 
amount  thus  relinquished  by  all  the  mission- 
aries in  the  land,  will  bear  an  advantageous 
comparison  with  the  sum  which  they  receive 
from  public  charity. 

From  an  application  for  aid. 

The  church  which  we  represent 
is  still  struggling  for  an  independent 
existence,  as  to  the  support  of  its 

gastor,  and  the  ordinances  of  Christ's 
ouse.  Could  all  be  brought  to  see 
and  feel  the  propriety  of  the  divine 
direction :  "  honor  the  Lord  with  thy 
substance,  and  with  the  first  fruits  of 
all  thine  increase,"  we  should  find 
no  difficulty  in  raising  a  sum  sufficient 
to  sustain  our  minister,  and  we  should 
thus  be  released  from  the  painful 
necessity  of  asking  foreign  assist- 
ance. Two  hundred  dollars  is  the 
highest  amount  we  have  been  able  to 
raise  in  any  one  year.  We  still  live 
in  hopes,  and  look  forward  to  the 
time,  when  we  shall  not  only  be  able 
to  support  our  own  minister,  but  to 
aid  others,  who,  as  we  are  now,  may 
be  witkoQt  the  meaas  of  compeunt 


support.  Our  pastor  is  willing  to 
endure  privation  with  us,  and  says 
he  will  give  us  all  his  lime  if  we  can 
obtain  one  hundred  dollars  from  the 
Missionary  Society,  towards  his  sup- 
port. This  will  make  his  whole 
salary  three  hundred  dollars.  As  his 
family  is  small,  he  thinks  he  can  sus- 
tain himself  for  the  present  with  this 
scanty  annuity.  The  field  we  occupy 
is  one  of  importance,  though  in  a 
somewhat  retired  situation.  Be- 
sides the  regular  denominations  of 
Christians,  there  are  New  Lights, 
Campbellites,  Swedenborgians  and 
Mormons.  On  this  account  we  feel  it 
I  to  be  of  ih  e  more  i  m  portance,  that  tbe 
regular  ministrations  of  the  truth 
should  be  maintained.  Thousands 
in  the  West  appear  to  have  but  little 
more  than  the  form  of  godliness ;  and 
most  of  all,  they  need  the  presence 
I  of  a  steady  example.  Now  our 
'  earnest  wish  is,  that  your  Society  will 
be  able  to  furnish  us  with  the  amount 
I  above  named,  that  we  may  continue  to 
enjoy  the  sacred  and  delightful  privi- 
lege ol  sitting  under  the  droppings  of 
the  sanctuary. 


NEW-YORK. 

ORATITUnE  FOR  THE  PAST,  TRUST  IN 
GOD  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Allow  me  to  express  my  grateful 
sense  of  the  favor  you  confer  by  the 
aid  which  you  grant  to  this  church. 
During  the  whole  course  of  my 
ministry,  all  of  which,  except  one 
year,  has  been  spent  in  the  service 
of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  I  have  never  been 
so  sensible  of  the  relief  afforded  by 
your  assistance,  as  in  the  last  year. 
The  hundred  dollars  which  I  receive 
from  that  Society  will  be  the  largest 
part  of  the  four  hundred  dollars 
pledged  to  my  support,  that  will  be 
paid ;  and  even  the  greater  part  of 
my  missionary  allowance  must  go  to 
pay  for  debts  which  I  had  previously 
to  contract.  This  will  bring  my 
means  within  a  very  narrow  com  pass. 
It  has  been,  and  still  is,  only  by  the 
most  rigid  economy,  both  in  clothing 
and  food,  that  we  are  able  to  keep 
from  sinking.  If,  now,  we  look  only 
at  the  things  which  are  seen,  nothing 
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but  distitution  mee^  our  vision.  But 
be  that  hears  the  young  ravens  when 
they  cry,  and  who  clothes  the  lilies 
of  the  field,  will  both  feed  and  clothe 
his  children;  and  here  will  we  an- 
chor :  in  God  will  we  hope ;  he  is 
able  to  deliver  us. 


It  is  owing  to  missionary  aid,  that 
this  feeble  church  sprang  into  exist- 
ence at  first,  &nd  has  since  been  kept 
alive  amid  so  many  surrounding  dif- 
ficulties. Errors  of  the  most  alarm- 
ing kind  have  been  combatted,  and 
prejudices  against  our  denomination 
met  and  prostrated  by  the  weapons 
of  truth. 


HOW  MUCH  A  MISSIONARY  WAS  NEEDED ! 

This  field  has  been  passed  by  until 
within  a  little  more  than  a  year,  by 
ministers  of  all  denominations  save 
now  and  then  a  Methodist,  or  Camp- 
bellite.  It  has  been  noted  for  its  infi- 
delity, intemperance.  Sabbath  break- 
ing and  licentiousness.  I  was  told 
by  a  brother  who  took  pains  to  num- 
ber them,  that  two  years  ago  there 
were  sixty-four  backslidden  profes- 
sors of  religion  here,  in  a  community 
of  four  or  five  hundred  inhabitants; 
and  many  of  them  were  the  avowed 
enemies  of  religion.  Most  of  them 
came  here  with  letters  of  dismission 
in  their  pockets,  but  there  being  no 
church  here,  and  neglecting  to  unite 
elsewhere,  they  were  soon  engulphed 
in  the  current  of  infidelity.  There 
are  probably  not  so  many  now,  as 
some  have  been  hopefully  reclaimed, 
and  others  have  left  the  place.  The 
church  is  small  and  poor — it  numbers 
thirty-two.  There  have  been  addi- 
tions at  every  communion,  of  one  or 
more,  by  letter  or  profession.  Our 
Sabbath  school  is  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing state,  numbering  between  ninety 
and  a  hundred.  This,  together  with 
our  Bible  class,  is  our  main  hope. 
Our  Sabbath  evening  prayer  and 
conference  meetings  are  well  sus- 
tained. The  monthly  concert  is  re- 
gularly observed  by  a  few  only.  I 
have  but  little  access  to  the  commu- 
nity around,  the  people  being  mostly 


foreigners,  and  filled  with  both  na* 
tional  and  sectarian  prejudices,  and 
opposed  to  everything  like. active 
piety.  We  labor  under  a  great  dis- 
advantage from  the  want  of  a  meet- 
ing-house, but  have  some  hope  of 
building  one  next  fall. 

This  is  as  truly  mission ary  ground 
as  any  can  be  in  a  christian  land. 
My  only  hope  is  in  God.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  instruct  this  people  in 
the  great  doctrines  of  the  Cross,  and 
shall  continue  to  so  long  as  in  the 
providence  of  God  I  may  continue 
with  them,  pressing  upon  them  the 
necessity  of  repentance  and  holy 
living. 


From  Rev.  N,  T,  Yeomans,  New- 
stead, 

Though  th^re  is  no  special  opera- 
tion of  the  Spirit  of  God  among  us, 
yet  he  has  not  left  us  without  pre- 
vious tokens  of  his  favor.  We  have, 
since  my  last  report,  had  seven  added 
to  our  communion  by  letter,  and 
there  are  others  expecting  to  unite 
with  us  both  by  profession  and  letter. 
None  have  been  dismissed  from  the 
church  since  I  commenced  my  la- 
bors here.  My  labors  have  been  ex- 
tended to  the  various  districts  per- 
taining to  our  society,  with,  I  trust, 
some  good  effect  ^  certainly  with  an 
increasing  attention  to  the  preaching 
of  the  word.  These  occasional  meet- 
ings are  filling  up  with  hearers,  who 
appear  desirous  to  know  the  truth. 
A  general  seriousness  is  apparent 
throughout  the  community. 

Biblical  Instruction. 

Our  Sabbath  schools,  of  which 
there  were  five,  are  now  reduced  to 
three.  Two  of  them  became  extinct 
for  want  of  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  parents,  who  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  co-operate  with  the 
teachers  in  the  least ;  had  rather  pre- 
ferred there  would  be  none.  The 
three  remaining  schools  are  in  favor- 
able circumstances,  numbering,  in 
all,  about  90  scholars,  with  three 
Bible  classes  of  about  40,  making  in 
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all,  aside  from  officers  and  teachers, 
130,  in  connection  with  the  schools 
related  to  this  society,  engaged  in 
the  study  of  the  scriptures.  One  of 
these  schools,  is  in  a  small  village 
where  none  has  been  sustained  be- 
fore, though  many  attempts  have 
been  made.  It  was  at  the  expense 
of  much  labor  that  we  sticceeded  in 
starting  a  school  there  this  season. 
The  beginning  was  small,  and  re- 
mained so  for  som^  time,  but  now  it 
is  probably  the  most  promising  of 
the  three. 


«  A  THANK-OFFERING  TO  THE 
LORD.^ 

From  a  Letter  to  the  Secretaries^ 
from  a  Clergyman  in  the  fVest^ 
after  a  visit  to  New-England, 

"Dear  Brethren— Enclosed  I  send 
you  thirty  dotlars  to  constitute  my 
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mother,  Mrs. ,  a  life  member 

of  the  A.  H.  M.  Society. 

My  parents  have  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters— all  married  and  set- 
tled in  the  world,  and  all  professors 
of  religion.  We  are  scattered  over 
five  states,  at  a  distance  of  a  thou- 
sand miles  asunder. 

We  were  all  permitted  to  assemble 
at  an  appointed  season  under  the  pa- 
ternal roof,  and,  on  the  last  Sabbath, 
to  come — a  family  of  twenty^  parents 
and  children— around  the  table  of 
our  common  Lord  and  Master. 

My  father  is  80  years  of  ag(9  ;  my 
youngest  brother  is  about  30.  We 
are  all  in  health  and  in  comfortable 
circumstances.  For  the  distinguish- 
ing temporal  and  spiritual  mercies 
bestowed  upon  us,  we  felt  it  a  privi- 
lege to  make  a  thank-offering  to  the 
Lord.  The  sons  constituted  our  fa- 
ther an  honorary  member  of  the  A. 
B.  C.  F.  M.,  by  a  donation  of  $100, 
and  the  daughters  wish  to  constitute 
their  mother  a  life  member  of  your 
Society."' 


PECUNIARY  CLAIMS  OF  THE  HOM:e  MISSIOl^ARY  CAUSE. 


It  is  nearly  a  yeal*  since  the  Exedutive 
Committee  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  made  any 
formal  appeal  to  the  public  for  relief.  This 
has  not  been  from  any  diminution  of  the 
necessities  of  the  caase ;  but  because  they 
wished  to  rely  as  much  as  possible  lipon  the 
ordinary  results  of  an  enlightened  and  «y«- 
tematic  benevolence.  The  experience  of 
the  year  justifi^s^  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  a  well  digested  general  plan  of 
contribution,  faithfully  carried- out,  is  all 
that  is  wanting  for  the  adequate  support  of 
our  various  charitable  enterpriseiC.  And  in 
presenting  the  claims  of  the  Home  Mission- 
ary cause,  its  conductors  do  not  ask  that  it 
be  aided  out  of  its  appropriate  place  in  the 
sisterhood  of  benevolent  institutibns,  6r  that 
its  pressing  necessities  should  be  made  the 
occasion  of,  in  any  respect,  an  "extra 
effort."  In  its  proper  time  and  order,  let  the 
&ct8  and  motives  which  constitute  its  plea 
for  patronage  be  heard  and  answered. 

VOL.  XIII.  21 


This  plea  for  speedy  and  liberal  aid'is  two- 
fold :- 

JFHrstj  there  is  the  genesal  claim  of  thb 
Home  Missionary  wobk— the  abiding  duty 
which  we  always  owe  to  feeble  churches 
and  to'  new  and  destitute  portions  of  the 
country.  The  decayed  and  dilapidated 
churches  must  be  rebuilt;  the  sheep  scatter- 
ed in  the  wildei'ness  mlist  be  stjught  out  and 
gathered.  There  is  no  way  in  which  this  is 
so  likely  td  be  done,  no  way  in  whifch  h  can 
be  done  so  well  as  by  the  operation  of  Home 
Missions.  This  work,  then,  presents  a 
standing  claim—a  claim  that  will  continue 
as  long  as  we  "  have  the  poor  with  us" — as 
long  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ''strong  to  bear 
the  infirmities  of  the  weak."  It  is  a  cause 
on  whose  success  depends  not  only  the  sal- 
vation of  souls  without  number;  but  also 
ihepolifical  Welfare  of  much  of  our  country, 
the  interests  of  education,  of  social  order, 
respect  for  law,  and  commercial  integrity* 
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Seeondly,  there  is  now  asPEcrAL  claim 
for  aid  to  this  cau^e,  arising  out  of  the  events 
of  the  last  three  years.  In  this  period, 
in  consequence  of  pecuniary  eroharraes- 
ments,  a  much  larger  number  than  usaal  of 
nevf  and  needy  cases  have  been  presented  to 
the  Home  Missionary  Society  for  aid.  At 
the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  reasons, 
eomparatively/«i>  chtfrches  which  were  in 
.  a  process  of  advancement  towards  self-sup- 
port, hate  been  able  to  reach  that  point; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  many  of  them  require 
increased  assistance  to  prevent  all  that  has 
been  done  for  them  from  being  lost  Again, 
a  restricted  and  uncertain  income  has  obliged 
the  Committee  to  make  their  pledges  to  the 
missionaries  on  conditicn  that  the  necessary 
funds  should  be  received ;  and  man^  of  these 
pledges  are  yet  unredeemed.  Consequently/ 
the  Society  is  not  only  compelled  to  promise 
less  than  is  needed,  but  also. to  withhold  a 
portion  of  that  which  is  promised.  How 
much  pain  and  embarrassment  is  thus  oc- 
casioned, notwithstanding  all  the  precaution 
and  effortsf  of  the  Committee,  is  known 
only  to  Him  *'  who  seeth  in  secret." 

The  Society,  therefore,  greatly  needs  an 
immediate  enlargement  of  its  resources. 
To  secure  the  following  points,  appears  to 
the  Committee  to  be  indispensable.  Not 
one  of  them  can  be  abandoned  without  great 
detriment  to  the  cause,  and  reproach  to  the 
christian  community. 


1st,— -Prompt  payment  of  the  pledges  of 
the  Society  to  the  missionaries,  and  thus, 
the  speedy  relief  of  many  who  are  in  circum- 
stances of  want. 

2d, — An  increase  of  appropriations  to 
many  congregations  which  have  been  put 
upon  a  reduced  allowance,  but  which  cannot 
continue  to  enjoy  the  Gospel  at  the  present 
rate  of  aid. 

3d,— The  extension  of  aid  to  many  needy 
and  deserving  churches,  who  have,  as  yet, 
received  no  appropriation. 

4th,— An  early  occupancy  of 'several  im- 
portant new  stations,  especially  in  the  more 
remote  sections  of  the  missionary  field,  in 
Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Ac. 

5th,— Engagements  this  winter  with 
young  men  in  our  seminaries,  and  with 
other  ministers,  with  reference  to  their 
entering  the  missionary  field  early  in  the 
coming  season. 

Will  not  every  friend  of  the  Redeemer,  and 
of  our  country,  who  reads  this  statement, 
consider  the  foregoing  pariiculars,  one  by 
one,  and  ask  himself  which  of  them  he  is 
willing  should  fait,  for  the  want  of  his  con- 
tributions and  prayers-ror,  rather,  ask  him- 
helf,  how  much  m&re  than  ever  heforey  he  is 
willing  to  sacrifice  to  secure  the  accomplish- 
ment of  these  and  similar  results,  required 
by  the  honor  of  Christ  and  the  salvation  of 
aouls? 


Avvoi'ntments  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  H,  M  S..  from  September  \U  t9 

October  \st,  1840. 


Re-appoiiited. 

Rev.C.  J.  Knowles,  Riverhead,  L.  f. 

Aev.  Ruel  Kimball.  Alder  (^reek,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Justin  B.  Taylor,  De  Kulb,  N.  Y. 

Rev.E.  D.  Willis,  Eaton  Village,  N.  Y. 

Iter.  A.  Worthington,  Orion  and  Independence, 

Mich. 
Ibev.  Sylveater  Cary.  Ifilfi>rd,  Mich. 


Rev.  Robert  Blake,  Woodbourne,  III. 

Ifot  in  eommisaion  last  fear. 

Rev.  Crispns  Wright  Windham,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Sherman  Hoyt.  Pleasant  Valley,  West,  N.  Y . 

Rev.  Jpbn  Stocker,  Bloomington,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Veron  D.  Taylor, Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Rev.  Seth  Hardy,  Pinckney,  Mich. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Mlssiorhary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  foUowl/ig  ^umg^  from  September  Ist  to  October  \st^  1840. 


KEW-HAMPSHIRE— 

JaflErey,  Ortho.  Cong.  Ch.,  Coll.,  by 
Rev.  J.  D.  Ci^obby,  $17  74 

Keene,  Charles  P.  Perkins,  L.  M.,  ki 
part,  to ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith,  L.  M., 
ki  part,  10}  by  W.  Lamson,  SO  00 


Lebanon.  Fromr  the  daughters  and 
daughters*in>law  of  Diarea  Allen, 
Esq.,  to  const,  their  mother,  Mrs. 
Anna  Allen,  L.  M.,  30  00 

VERMONT— 

Dorset,  John  Belding,  fry  Rev.  J.  Leavitt,     5  00 
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MASSACHUSETTS— 
Harapiihire  Mim.  Soc.,  by  £.    WiUianMt 

Trea«.,  900  00 

Holden,  Auz.  Amoc,  by  Hiai  S.  Perry,       10  00 
Medford,  donaiion  from  the  estate   of 

the  late  Rev.  Levi  Pratt,  100  00 

Mooson,  legacy  of  widow  Mary  Ward, 

5 ;  Obed  M.  Ward,  5,  «10  00 

West  Springfield,  in  part  of  lefacy  of 

the  late  Rev.  J.L.  Pomeroy,  by  Lewis 

Strong,  Esq^  500  00 

William»towo,  Fem.   Char.   Soc,    by 

Mary  E.  Smedley,  Trea&,  17  00  ; 

CONNECTICUT— 
Brooklyn,  Rev.  G.  J.  Tiliotffon'a  Ck. 

and  Cong.,  €Q  00 

Fairfield  Co.  H,  M.  S.,  by  Q.  St  John, 
Treas.,  viz. : 

New  Canaan,  58  17 

North  Fairfield,  10  44 

Ridgefield,  22  4fi 

Greenwich,  Sd  Ch.  and  Cong.,  by  E. 

Hosted,  93  24;   Stilson  Benev.   8nc. 

by  Miss  Sarah  Lewis,  Treas,,  400  00,     492  8f 
Middletown,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc.,  by  Mrs.  E. 

Cotton,  Treas.,  29  00 

New  Haven,  East.  Dist.  H.  M.  Soc,  by 
H.  E.  Hodges,  Treas.,  viis. ; 

Branford,  49  5i 

Guilford,  (In  all  $1 1782,  of  which  $100 
waa  paid  by  tbem  to  North  Madi- 
son in  support  of  a  missionary,)  17  89 
Plainfield,  Cong.  Soc.  coll.,  by  Rev.  S. 

Rockwell,  44  2$ 

Stanwich,  Couc.  Soc,  24  00 

NEW-YORK— 
Bolton,  a  lady,  2  00 

East  Durham,  Abijah  Pratt,  5  UO 

Hoosick,  Ch.,  by  Rev.  L.  Johnson,  20  00 

Hunter,  Ch.,  16  18 

M'Onnough,  Ch.,  by  Rev.  C.  Bowles, 

7  75 ;  Rev.  C.  Bowles,  2  25,  10  00 

Matteawan  Fem.  Miss.  Soc,  15  00 

Middletown,  Orange  co.,  N.  Y.,  Fem. 

Benev.  Soc,  by  S.  Deuton,  13  50 

New- York  city,  viz.: 
Central  Presb.  Ck^  G.  L.  Store  r,  5;  B. 

H.  Roach,  5,  10  00 

Merctr  SU  Oh.^  Mon.  con.  coll.,  by  T.  S. 

Nelson,  5p  77 

Tenth  Presb.  Ch,,  Mon.  con.  coll.,  by 

Rev.  S.  G.  Specs,  5  32 

Mrs.  Martha  Crane,  by  J.  Crane,  }0 ;  C. 

S.  Benson,  5,  15  00 

Ogden,  N.  Y.,  Ladies*  Miss.  Soc,  by 

Charles  Clark,  33  50 

NEWJERSEY— 
Morristown,  Ladies*  Fragment  Soc.,  by 

Miss  M.  A.  Johoes,  Treas.,  to  const. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Poineer,  and  Mis»  Sarah 

Johnson,  L.M.,  83  50 

Newark,  3d    Presb.   Ch.,  Rev.  S.    B. 

Treat,  10 ;  Moses  Robert*,  15,  25  00 

Whippany,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  P,  Sny- 
der, 5  00 
PENNSYLVANIA^ 

Montrose,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  J.  Lyon,  ^  50 

OHIO— 

Donnells,  Allen  co..  Rev.  G.  G.  Poage,         5  00 
INDIANA— 
Bedford,  Mr.  Carpenter,  5  00 

Bethany.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin,  6  19 

Dayton,  Ch.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Caruahan,  9  00 

Delphi,  Ch.,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin,  3  35 

Logansport,  Ch.,  2  80 ;   Miss  Bradly,  5 ; 

by  do.,  7  80 

Pi8gah,Ch.,bydo.,  3  68 

Spencer,  Ch.,  by  do.,  1  90 

Temperanceville,  by  do.,  1  65 

Warwick  Ch.,  by  do.,  4  00 

Friend,  by  do.,  95 


Rev.  R.  Hawley,  by  Mist  Br»d!y, 
Rev.  Dr.  Wylie,  by  do., 
LOWER  CANADA— 
Shiptoa,  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Parkar, 

Home  Missionary, 


too 

335 


500 
24  05 


$2111  20 
J.  CORNING,  TreoMurer. 


Receipit  of  (he  Wetlem  Agenci/  at  Geneva^  N.  T,, 
from  Augnet  20tA  to  SepU  20tA,  1840,  Rev.  J,  A 
Murrmf^  Secretary, 

.  Bellona  and  Benton  Ch.,  45  50 

Clarence,  8  00 

Geneva,  Rev.  J.  A.  Murray,  10;    F.  W. 

Crittenden,  10,  20  00 

Genoa,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.   S. 

Sn^ith,  47  36 

Hopewell,  Deacon  Bahcock,  5;  Mrs. 
Stone,  5;  others,  91  81;  Ladies' Miss. 
Society,  Mrs.  Anna  Hart,  Sec.  aud 
Treas.,  5,  46  81 

Huron,  bal.  of,  $25,  5  00 

Le  Roy,  Soc.  of  Inauiry  in  Fem.  Sem., 
in  part,  to  make  Miss  E.  IS.  fagham 
Li^  Member,  10  00 

Nuoda  Valley,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Marsh,  21  00 

Painted  Post,  6  66 

Pen  Van,  W.  M.  Oliver,  Esq.,  10  j  L. 
Reddy,  5;  £.  L.  GUIett,  ?;  J.  T. 
Rapelee,2;  Wnj.  White,  1 ;  H.  R. 
Miller,  1 ;  N.  Taunicliff,  1  i  M.  Wal- 
ton, 0  25,  8|  25 
Rochester,  Bethel  Ch.,  by  Rev.  Gaorge 

S.  Boardman,  25  00 

Spr^ugport,  Rev.  S.  W.  Raymond,  5  38 1 

coll.,  14  68,  20  00 

West  Avon,  28  00 


$306  58 


Thfi  Treasurer  of  the  MaesackuMctte  MieeUmarf 
Societft  ackn^wUdgee  the  receipt  of  the  follow^ 
ing  sums  from  May  let  to  SepUmber  let,  1640. 

Berlin,  Rev.  Mr.  Carver's  Society, 

Uzbridge,  per  Mr.  W.  C.Capron, 

Harmony  Conference,  coll.  at  semi-an- 
nual meeting, 

Wareham,  Rev.  Mr.  Nott's  Society, 

Ashburnbara,  Cong.  Society, 

Westminster,    *'  '* 

Norfolk  Conference,  meeting  at  Bridge- 
water, 

Shrewsbury,  Rev,  Mr.  Allen's  Society, 

Barnstable  co.,  Miss.  Soc,  Rev.  N.  Cogs* 
well,  Tr. 

Brighton,  Rev.  Mr.  Lamson's  Society, 

Essex  North,  Auz.  Soc,  S.  H.  Currier, 
Esq.,  Tr.. 

Wayland,  Rev.  Mr.  Hyde's  Society, 

Medfield,  Legacy  of  Artemas  Wood- 
ward, Esq., 

Boston,  Mr.  P.  R.  Woodford, 

Norfolk  Conference,  Rev.  Mr.  Ward's 
Soc,  Abington, 

Cambridge,  Shepard  Church,  Monthly 
Concert, 

Boylston,  Evangelical  Society, 

West  Medway,  Rev.  Mr.  Ide's  Soc, 
"  ••  Monthly  Concert, 

Berlin,  Female  Benevolent  Society, 

Ashby,  Ladies  in  the  Orthodox  Society, 

MarsUfield,  Azel  Ames,  Esq., 

New  ton,  Ladies,  East  Parish, 


$16  25 
70  UO 

33  40 

28  32 

452 

1  52 

19  41 

29  27 

29  90 
52  31 

87  50 
35  00 

100  00 
30  00 

60  00 

21  64 

24  00 
31  61 
31  60 
18  25 
30  00 
.10  00 
20  00 
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Hnlliston,  Rev.  Mr.  Storrs'  Society,  41  .75 

Brookfield,  a  lady,  b^  Rev.  Mr.  ttorton,  '  2  '00 
Cambridge,  Sewing  Circle  in  Stiepard 

Church,  20  00 

Sherburne,  Legacy  of  Mr.  Asa  E.  Clark,  5  00 

Aiidover,  Rev.  Mr.  Jackeoii's  Society,  3d  26 

Tisbury,  Rev.  Mr.  Chase's  Society,  21  50 

Mansfield,  Orthodox  Coiig.jSoc.,  14  00 
North  Rochester,  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs'  Soc,    15  00 

Medford,  Mrs. Samuel  Train,  3U  00 
Norfolk  Conference,  Aev.  Mr.  Perkins' 

Soc.,  Braintree,  35  05 

Templeton,  Monthly  ^Concer^  40  00 

Avails  of  a  bell  sold,  lOO  00 
Brookfield  Assoc'n,  Rev   Micah  Stone, 

Treasurer,  395  48 

E«sex,  Legacy  of  Mary  P.  Choate,  150  00 

Bedford,  Female  Charitable  Soc,  26  47 

Hoxbury,  Eliot  Ch.  and  Soc,  115  4tf 

Boston,  a  Friend,  by  Mr.  Rankin,  2  00 

Attleboro'  Ladies'  Benevolent  Sue,  45  65 

31itlbury,  First  Church,  26  06 

"         Mrs.  Susan  Holman,  30  00 

Westboro^'Rev.  Mr.  Kiitredges'  Sqc,  3  25 

Greenwich,  Dorcas  Sdciety,  17  00 

Beverly  North,  Rev.  Mr.  Foot's  Soc.,  18  00 

Middleton.  Rev.  Mr.  Jefferdii'  Soc,  IS'OO 

Wen  ham,  Rev.  Mr.  Maubfield's  Soc,  25  58 
Beverly,  Female   Aux.  Soc.    by   Misa 

GrilBu,  SO  75 

"       Washington  st.  Ch.  and  Soc,  31  ''46 

•*        Dane  at.  Ch.  and  Soc,  26  00 

Ipswich,  Rev.  Mr.  Fitz'  Soc,  61  62 

"        Joseph  Hopkins'  anu.  subscrip- 
tion, 3  00 

"       Dea.  Hows,  $2 ;  a  friend,  50  c,  2  50 

JIaat  Medway,  Rev.  Mr.  Hardiug's  Soc.  49  82 

Salem.SoutfaCh.  andSpc  119  60 

"        Tabernacle  Ch.  und  Soc,  150  32 

Manchester,  Ch.  and  Soc,'  26  42 

North  Danvers,  Rev.  Mr.  Braman's  Soc,    22  53 

"               Mrs.  Susan  Putnam,     '  '  30  06 

Glouc««ter  Harbour,  Rev.  Mr.  Nichols' 

Society,  30  50 

Ipswich,  coll.  at  General  Association,  24  92 

Hamilton,  Rev.  Mr.  Kelly'jt  Soc  8  60 
Boston,  bequest  of  Mrs.  Ann  Lee,  by 

J.  A.  Lowell,  Esq.,  ^\^cutor,    3,4QJ5  52 

"       Salem  St.  Ch.  and  Soc,  '              "  71  OOi 

"        Pine  St.,                '  100  Oi) 

*'        Old  South,  151  89 

"        Park  St.,  173  85 

"        Bowdoin  St.,  '245  38 

Greenwich,  Dorcas  Society,  17  DO 

Medford.Rev.  Mr.  Baker^s  Society,  58  65 
Hampden    Co.  Home  Misv.   Soc^,    ff. 

Birown,  Treas.  j396  00 ', 

Northbridge,  Rev.  Mr.  Burdett's  Soc,  32  25 

Boston,  Rev.  Asa  Bullanl,  IQ  qq 
W.  Springfield,  Legacy   of  Timothy 

Allyn,  Esq.,  500  00 

Charlestown,  Ut  Congregational  Soc,  ^0  75 

Phillipston,  Church  and  Con>;regation,  43  93 

Athol,  Rev.  Mr.  Chipman's  Society,  21  00 
South   Royalston,  Rev.  Mr.  Peckbdm's 

Society,  I5  OO 

Reading,  Mrs.  Susan  Pickett,  i  00  i 
Brookfield,  Assoc  for  Mutual  Assistance 

of  Churches,  245  00 

UiMitucket,  Rev.  Mr.  Partridge's  Soc,  38  50 

Kdgarton,  Rev.  Mr.  Thomaa'  Society,  21  62 

Medway,  Village  Church  and  Society,  38  2a 

Lowell,  Miss  Sarah  V.Hosmpr,               ^  30  OO! 

Dunstible,  bequest  of  Dea.  Z.  Kendall,  50  00 
Millbury,  in   part  of  a  legacy  of  Rev. 

Osgood  Herrick,  250  00 

Ne^buryport,  Ladies'  Gleaning  Circle,  36  14 

Waylaud,  Evangelical  Society,  10  00 
Newton,  East  Parish,  Ladies'  H.M.Soc,    J4  22 

Rowe,  Rev.  .Mr.  Govan's  Soc,  18  00  , 

Donation  of  James  jSmith,  Esq.,  100  00 


Rockport,  Rev.  Mr.  Gale's  Soc*  45  00 

Essex,  Church  and  Society,  4p  00 

Topsfield,  do.              do.,  40  00 

Gloucester,  West  parish,  10  50 


Tht  Philadelphia  Home  MUtumary  Society^ 
AuxUiury  p»  the  A.  H.  M,  S.,  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  thp  following  fums^  during  the  quarter 
ending  Stptember  30tA,  1 840. 

NEW  JERSEY— 
Alexandria,  Presb.  Ch.,  colU  in  part, 
Hanover,  Presb.^Ck.,  coU.  in  part. 


16  25 
.     ,       ,      .  .      ,  6  75 

Whipptfny,  Cong.  Ch.,  coll.  iu  part,  2  98 

PENNSYLVANIA— 
Erie,  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.,  50  00 

Girard,  James  Webster,  3  00 

Greensburgh,  Probb.  Ch.,  John  Morri- 
son, 5;  S.  P.   Brown.  5  ;  R.  M'Laug.      * 

Hn,  3 ;  J.  Armetrmig,  3  ;  others,  10  j50,  S6 ,50 
Harbor  Creek,  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.  in  part,  8  45 
Harri».i>urgh,  presb.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con.  colL, 

34  J  Lady,  19;  J.  W.  >Veir,  1^;  Rev. 

>V.  R.  Uewitt,  D.D.,  It);  others,  12^,  200  00 
Lawrenceville,  Pret>b^  Ch.,  coll.  in  part, 

to  const.  Rev.  E.  D.  Wells  a  L.  j|^  22  00 

Lewisburg,  Rev.  T.  Hood,  ^00 

Miiiersville,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ch.,  John  Her- 

ron,    Esq.,  L.  M.,  3df»Rev.  S.  M. 

Sparks,  ^;  Miss  Sophia  M.  Sparks,  6; 

A.  B., Curling,  5;  A.  Wilson,  5  ;   W. 

P.  Cain, 5;  S.  D.Herron,  2;  W.  Her- 

ron,  2,  to  consu  Mrs.  Sarah  L  Sparks 

a  L.  M. ;  others,  16  50,  77  50 

Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.  in 

part,  '15  25 

NoUhern  Liberties,  Firtt  Freeh.  Oh,  A. 

H.  Hinkle,  5  00 

Central  Pree^.  Chf,  in  pai^t,  119  25 

Philadelphin — 
Firet  Cong.  Ch^  Ladies,  78  fiO 

Firtt  Pr/ub.  Ch ,  J.  M.  Van  HanHng^n, 

50;  J.  'M.  Atwood,*  25;  Abrahipi  R. 

Perkins,  100,  175  00 

Fifth  Preeb.  Oh.,  Mon.  Con.  coll.,  50  ; 

bal.  of  cull.,  4;  James  Atwood,  2^; 

C.I.  PeterEon,5;  G.  Henderson,  5;  a 

Lady,  1  50,  90  50 

West  Presb.    Oh.,   coll.,  35 ;    Sunday 

School  Misa.  Soc,  in  full  to  const. 

lElev.  Johu  Patlon  a  L.  D.,  30,  65  00 

Pittsburgh— 

Third  Presb.  Oh.,  R.  B.  Curling,  Esq., 

100;  B.  A.  Fahuesiock,  20  ;  M.  Sbni- 

Sle,  10;  Johu  Bisseli,  10;  George 
reed.  10;  John  Lyon.jlO;  W.  More- 
head,  10 ;  R.  Dickey,  5 ;  J.  S  Uppiug- 
tOM,5;  H.  rt.  M'Culloujeh,5';  R.  M. 
Dawson,  5;  L.  Wilcox,  5;  J.J.Gray, 
5 ;  otl^ri<,^4,  284  00 

Fifth  Presb.  Oh.,  mon.  £on.  coll.,  54  50 ; 
others,  15  50,        '  70  00 

Pottsville,  Pre«b.  Ch.,  coll.,  25  00 

Springfield,  Presb.  Ch.,  Rev.  R.  Craig- 
head, 10;  W.  Townsend,  5;  Wm. 
Doty,  5;  Ladies' Soc,  5;  others,  7  50,     32  50 

Waterford  and  Union  Presb.  Ch.,  to 
const  Rev.  Pearce  Chamberlain  a 
life  member,  31  75 

DELAWARE— 

Cantwell's  Bridge,  Rev.  N.^Pa^erson,  6 ; 
mon.  con.  coIL,  4,  *  10  00 
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The  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Reserve  D.  M. 
S.  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $30  firom  Miss 
Polly  Neltleton,  of  Waterton,  Conn. 
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THE    PASTOR'S    JOURNAL, 

OR, 

SKETCHES  OF  REAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY  BT  CLERGYMEN. 


THE  FOUR  SABBATH-KEEPING  FAMILIES. 

[Famished  by  a  Pastor.^ 

1  Sam.  ii.  30.  Now  the  Lord  saith^  Xhem 
that  honor  me  I  will  honor,  and  they  that 
despise  me  shall  be  lightly  esteemed^ 

BpyiE  illustrations  of  the  truth  con- 
tained in  the  latter  part  ot  this  text, 
vere  fqrnished  in  an  article  publish- 
ed in  the  Pastor's  Journal,  in  the  No. 
for  May,  1838,  under  the  title,  *'  The 
end  of  the  Scornful."  That  article 
was  sketched  from  reminiscences  of 
fpur  y.oung  men  in  my  native  place. 
I  novv  forward  lo  yoju  some  notices  I 
had  mside  on  another  page  of  my 
jo.umal,  of  the  condition  of  four  fa- 
milies in  the  same  town,  in  which 
there  was  on  the  part  of  the  parents 
a  very  marked  attention  to  the  Sab- 
bath, and  a  reverence  for  divine  in- 
stitutions. They  had  impressed  my 
own  mind  as  exemplificatipns  of  the 
Lord'^  declaration,  *' them  that  honor 
me,  I  will  honor."  In  three  of  the 
families,  I  was  particularly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  parents,  my  occupation 
as  a  h.umble  school  teacher,  iu  a  re- 
gion whpre  it  was  then  customary  to 
board  in  rotation  with  all  the  fami- 
lies in  the  district,  leading  me  to  be 
an  observjerof  the.  facts  here  related. 
In  these  three  families  the  parents 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  were 
gathered  as  shocks  of  corn  fully  ripe, 
with  tiae  exception  of  one  who  still 
survives,  now  on  the  borders  of  nine- 
ty, loojiing  over  the  river,  while  feast- 
ing on  clusters  from  the  land  of  pro- 
mise. The  parents  in  the  other 
family  died  in  my  very  early  youth, 


but  with  the  children  I  was  familiarly 
conversant. 

These  families  lived  in  a  part  of 
New-England,  where  the  custom  of 
the  Puritans,  in  regard  to  the  obser- 
vance of  Saturday  evening  as  a  part 
of  holy  time,  was  very  generally  re- 
tained. Saturday  was  a^  day  of  pre- 
paration. It  was  evident  to  every 
one  connected  with  the  families,  that 
the  heads  of  the  household  remem- 
bered the  Sabbath  day.  Arrange- 
ments were  made,  in  doors  and  out, 
to  be  as  free  as  possible  from  all  care 
during  the  hours  of  holy  time.  And 
when  the  Sabbath  drew  on,  there 
was  a  cheerful  solemnity,  affording 
proof  that  that  day  was  ^'  a  delight,  and 
the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honorable." 
At  the  setting  of  the  sun,  the  affairs 
of  the  world  stopped ;  they  seemed 
to  be  left  i)ehind  while  all  went  up 
into  the  mount  to  worship.  And  the 
Sabbath  was  esteemed  a  good  day, 
the  best  of  all  the  seven.  In  reading 
and  singing,  and  in  cheerful  conver- 
sation, in  which  the  parents  took  the 
lead,  religion  was  the  theme  pursued 
with  vigorous  pleasure  on  the  day  of 
the'Lord.  Bible  narratives  often  fur* 
nished  the  topics  on  these  occasions, 
and  served  to  introduce  tender  and 
affectionate  application  of  important 
truth. 

Of  these  households,  three  lived  in 
very  retired  situations  in  an  agricul- 
tural community,  and  were  in  mode- 
#rate  circumstances  as  to  property. 
But  the  house  of  God,  though  at  a 
distance  of  several  miles,  was  the 
place  of  resort  on  the  Sabbath  for 
parents  and  children.  Neither  heat 
nor  cold,  rain  nor  snow,  furnished 
excuses  for  absence  from  the  sanc- 
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tuary.  There  they  were  found 
weekly.  Other  things  might  be  de- 
layed ur  neglected,  but  the  public 
worship  of  God  must  be  maintained. 
And  while  showing  their  attachment 
to  divine  institutions,  these  fathers 
and  mothers  did  not  leave  their  little 
ones  as  hostages  for  their  return  to 
the  service  of  the  world.  They  had 
dedicated  them  to  God,  and  they 
trained  them  to  appear  before  Him 
regularly  in  his  house. 

Of  the  sons  in  these  four  families, 
seven  have  stood  in  the  sacred  desk, 
of  whom  one  went  to  heaven  in  his 
youth,  and  two  others  were  not  per- 
mitted to  pursue  their  labors  in  the 
ministry,  but  are  engaged  in  occupa- 
tions as  authors,  and  in  high  places 
in  the  church  and  state — one  an  effi- 
cient member  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 
They  are  among  those  who  may  be 
termed  nature's  noblemen. 

Two  of  the  daughters  of  these  fa- 
milies married  clergymen  and  oc- 
cupy stations  of  usefulness. 

Of  the  grand- children,  1  am  able  to 
speak  of  only  two  of  these  four  fa- 
milies—the current  of  life  having 
wafted  the  others  in  a  different  direc- 
tion from  where  my  lot  is  cast.  Of 
these  two,  one  is  now  in  the  service 
of  the  American  Board,  laboring  in 
the  blessed  work  of  proclaiming  the 
Gospel  among  the  heathen.  One  was 
a  pioneer  as  a  minister  in  planting 
churches  in  the  great  valley,  and 
died  after  a  few  years  of  eminently 
successful  toil  in  this  service.  Ano- 
ther holds  an  important  place  in  con- 
nection with  one  of  our  great  na- 
tional societies,  and  three  are  officers 
of  churches. 

Of  these  four  families,  more  tljan 
thirty  are  known  to  the  writer  of 
this  article  as  professors  of  religion, 
while,  as  has  been  said,  he  is  unac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  the 
younger  branches  of  two  of  them. 

"  Them  that  honor  me,  I  will  ho- 
nor." "  If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot 
from  the  Sabbath,  from  doing  thy 
pleasure  on  my  holy  day,  and  call  the 
Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the 
Lord,  honorable;  and  shaft  honor. 
Him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor 
finding  thine  own  pleasure,  nor 
speaking  thine    own  words :   then 


shalt  thou  delight  thyself  in  the 
Lord;  and  I  will  cause  thee  to  ride 
upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth, 
and  feed  thee  with  the  heritage  of 
Jacob  thy  father:  for  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord  hath  spoken  it." 


A   CHURCH   WEANED    FROM    MISSIONARY 
AID. 

[Furnished  by  a  Pastor.] 

For  about  twenty-five  years,  the 
church  committed  to  my  care  has 
been  receiving  assistance  from  the 
charities  of  other  churches ;  and  it  has 
grieved  me  very  much  to  have  it  so, 
with  little  prospect  of  a  change  for 
the  better.  The  four  years  during 
which  I  have  been  here,  have  been 
with  us  a  continued  effort  to  go  alone. 
At  length,  "  blessed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord,"  the  point  is  gained,  and 
we  walk  upright,  without  any  human 
arm  to  sustain  us ;  and  feel  as 
pleased  as  children  do,  when  they 
make  a  similar  achievement,  and 
run  from  chair  to  chair  without 
falling. 

About  a  year  since,  our  prospects 
were  unusually  dark.  As  the  time 
came  round  for  raising  my  support, 
there  were  so  many  changes,  (more, 
however,  in  feeling  than  in  reality,) 
that  it  was  soon  ascertained  a  large 
deficiency  would  be  the  resplt. 
About  two  thirds  of  a  support,  in- 
clvding  a  hundred  dollars  from  the 
Missionary  Society,  was  all  that 
could  be  raised.  The  report  was  cir- 
culated, that  in  consequence  of  a 
failure  of  support,  their  minister 
would  have  to  leave.  Something  like 
a  dozen  young  men  then  came  for- 
ward, and  increased  the  subscription 
about  a  hundred  dollars.  With  this, 
I  engaged  to  remain  until  June,  af- 
fording an  opportunity  for  further 
exertions.  Before  June  came  round, 
however,  a  glorious  revival  of  reli- 
gion had  brought  in  nearly  all  of 
these  young  men,  as  subjects  of  grace, 
and  prepared  the  way  for  the  imme- 
diate Increase  of  the  church  to  nearly 
twice  its  former  size,  and  our  congre- 
gation was  about  doubled. 
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Soon  after  the  specified  time  had  i 
expired,  efforts  were  commenced  for 
a  new  arraDgement.  It  wad  distinctly 
stated,  that  missionary  aid  would  be 
received  no  longer,  and  that  an  ade- 
quate support  must  be  raised.  This 
was  undertaking  a  great  work,  in  the 
view  of  some,  although  great  things 
had  been  done  for  us.  It  was  easier, 
however,  to  say  what  must  be  done, 
than  to  carry  the  resolution  into  ef- 
fect, on  account  of  old  habits  and  bad 
ways  of  doing  business.  And  it  cost 
many  anxious  hours,  and  much  wea- 
risome labor,  and  some  preaching,  to 
gain  the  point ;  but  at  length  it  was 
gained.  Many  were  afraid  to  agi- 
tate such  a  subject  during  a  season 
bf  religious  interest.  But  the  more 
retlgion,  the  more  safety  in  doing 
what  was  a  necessary  work,  was  my 
judgment  in  the  case;  and  I  think 
results  have  satisfied  all  that  I  was  in 
the  right.  Before  old  habits  could 
be  broken  up,  it  became  necessary  to 
come  out  in  a  week-day  lecture,  and 
preach  as  plainly  as  upon  any  other 
important  subject,  in  which  the  wel- 
fare of  religion  is  involved.  Good 
was  evidently  accomplished,  not  only 
for  this  people,  but  for  their  minister 
in  all  future  time,  whoever  he  may 
he.  I  speak  thus  confidently  from 
the  fact,  that  a  fourth  part  of  my 
support,  and  an  adequate  one,  and 
without  missionary  aid,  was  imme- 
diately adrfanced^  and  arrangements 
made  for  the  year's  salary  to  be  paid 
this  fall,  when  means  shall  be  at  com- 
mand from  the  products  of  agricul- 
ture, thus  removing  the  risk  of  future 
failures.  , 

We  feel  that  the  point  gained  here 
is  one  of  very  considerable  impor- 
tance in  missionary  operations.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  many  missiona- 
ries leave  their  ground  too  soon.  I 
came  here  without  my  own  seeking ; 
Providence  directed  me;  and  I  felt 
determined  never  to  leave,  until  I 
could  understand  Providence  as  say- 
ing to  me,  "  Go."  And  this  direction 
I  never  could  hear,  though  perhaps 
some  would  have  differed  from  me. 
Had  I  left  a  year  ago,  no  one  could 
tell  the  disasters  that  would  probably 
have  resulted.  Fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars of  missionary  money  have  been 


expended  here,  and  now  we  see  as 
we  think,  for  vshat?  Never  was 
money  raised  so  easily,  as  now ;  and 
never  did  things  look  half  as  perma- 
nent. Subscriptions  are  equalized; 
and  those  who  have  for  many  years 
past  paid  twenty-five  dollars  annu- 
ally, now  have  to  pay  bot  ten.  There 
are  abont  a  dozen  cases  of  this  kind. 
If  any  people  on  earth  have  occa- 
sion to  be  thankful  for  missionary 
operations,  we  are  that  people.  A 
humhle  missionary,  about  twenty- 
five  years  since,  came  here  on  foot, 
and  found  this  township  a  waste 
howling  wilderness ;  no  evangelical 
preacher  ever  having  been  here;  the 
place  was  almost  a  Sodom,'  ilnd  by 
uninterrupted  sympathy  and  assist- 
ance of  the  Missionary  Society,  ever 
since,  we  are  now  among  those  who 
can  probably  sustain  in  future  a 
preacheil  Gospel,  without  foreign  as- 
sistance ;  having  at  present  a  church 
of  153  members,  and  a  congregation 
varying  from  about  350  downwards, 
according  to  the  weather,  and  travel- 
ling, and  other  circumstances. 

A  PASTOB— ONCB  A  MISSIONARY. 


THE    fitJRNINO    HOT. — A    SCENE    IN    THE 
WILOERNESS. 


[Paratlslied  by  a  former  Minrtonary,  tnm  hit  Joir- 
■al  of  183&J 


'<0n  the  4th  of  last  January,  a 
clear  and  cold  night,  her  husbana  be- 
ing absent,  Mrs.  G.,  then  residing  ac 
S.,  with  four  of  her  six  children,  one 
a  bsjbe,  retired  to  the  same  bed.  In 
the  night,  she  was  aroused  from 
fiileep  by  the  burning  of  her  log  hut. 
The  fiames  had  made  such  rapid 
progress  in  her  room,  that  she  had 
only  time  to  awake  and  fiee  for  life. 
The  two  eldest  children  with  her, 
arose  up  in  bed.  She  told  them  to 
take  L.,  a  little  girl  some  time  previ- 
ously deprived  of  reason,  and  follow 
her.  She  designed  to  take  her  babe, 
and  thought  she  had  it.  Providence 
gave  her  the  idiot! 

She  ran  to  a  back  window,  threw 
[out  a  blanket  on  the  snow,  and  th« 
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idiot  child  upon  it.  Her  son,  who 
slept  in  another  apartment,  escaped. 
When  the  niother  ascertained  that 
four  of  her  children  were  missing, 
she  flew  back  to  the  door,  and  called, 
and  wept,  and  prayed,  but  there,  was 
no  response.  She  gave  theta  up  for 
lost,  and  left  the  house.  In  a  mo- 
ment, she  heard  one  call  at  the  win- 
dow, "  Mother,  mother,  do  take  me." 
This  little  sufferer  w^s  dreadfully 
burnt,  and  is  Crippled  in  her  arms 
for  life.  A  sheet  of  flame  was  now 
streaming  from  the  window ;  and  in 
these  circumstances  she  heard  ano- 
ther child  fall  to  the  floor.  In  her 
distraction,  she  stretched  her  arms 
through  the  blaze^sorely  burning 
her  face,  neck  and  hands — and  reach- 
ed, and  reached,  and  cfalled  on  the 
name  of  the  little  one.  She  could  do 
no  more — the  child  perished. 

They  were  a  mile  from  arny  house  ; 
the  rtiother  with  no  clothes  on  but 
her  simple  night  garment.  The  res- 
cued children  had  nothing  but  a 
blanket  to  shield  them  against  the 
snow  and  the  bitter  night  air. 

Truly  did  God  this  night  '*  temper 
the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb."    Ah, 

"  A  mother  is  a  mother  still 
The  holiest  thing  alive." 

To  remain,  was  certain  death.  She 
left  them.  •  Without  stocking  or  shoe, 
or  clothing,  or  so  much  as  a  track  to 
guide  her,  did  this  heroic  woman 
travel  on,  till  she  come  to  that  distant 
residence  of  her  nearest  neighbor. 

He  and  his  sons,  (they  would  not 
permit  her  to  return,)  ran  to  the  dis- 
tressing scene. 

When  first  discovered,  thef  Utde 
girl  who  had  been  snatched  from  the 
fire,  was  seen  sitting  under  the  cold 
light  of  the  moon,  on  the  blanket, 
shaking  her  hands  up  and  down. 
The  men  thought  she  had  some  tat? 
tered  rags  in  her  hands  ta  keep  them 
warm.  It  was  the  skin  which  had 
peeled  off,  and  hung  loose  ov^r  her 
fingers. 

While  the  mother  told  nie  this 
affecting  narrative,  her  foolish  child 
lay  floundering  on  the  bed.  "  This 
child,"  said  she,  "  is  a  very  bad  child 


to  take  care  of— -gives  me  a  world  of 
trouble.  I  thought  I  had  my  babe ;" 
and  then  she  would  sob  and  weep,  as 
if  her  heart  would  break. 

We  kneeled  down  and  prayed  to 
the  Father  of  mercies  and  the  God  of 
all  c^omfort.  And  as  I  gave  her  a 
parting  hand,  she  said  she  "  did  not 
mean  to  murmur."  I  left  her  weep- 
ing, and  saying,  ^  My  poor  little 
girls,  hotv  I  doatcd  on  them  S" 

This  cannot  last.  Bereavem6"At 
has  reaped  such  a  fruitful  harvest  of 
her  hopes,  that  the  scythe  of  sorrow 
in  its  ingathering  of  the  latter  fruits, 
has  scarcef  a  green  thing  to  cut 
down ;  and  soon  this  disconsolate 
mother  mafy  find  peace  in  the  grave^ 
and  her  soul  be  at  rest  in  the  bospm 
of  her  God. 

How  purified  and  how  bright  are 
the  ruins  of  a  broken  heart!  Like 
the  fragments  of  a  shivered  mirror, 
every  separate  atom  reflects  the  satne 
image  of  its  love.        ♦        *       :<^ 

Nov.  2,  1837.  Mfs.  Q.  this  day 
fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  Her  overwea- 
ried spirit  is  now  at  rest. 

"  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in 
the  Lord."  Blessed  are  the  dead. 
The  dead  then  are  alive.  This  is 
from  heaven.  The  stoics  never 
taught  it.  Man  has  wept  and  longed 
to  know  it,  but  earth  and  the  elertietits 
were  silent,  and  the  heathen  oracles 
dumb.  Though  we  dread  death,  no 
other  change  confers  on  the  believer 
a  blessing  so  great  and  lasting.  He 
goes  home  to*  a  crown— to  his  inhe- 
ritance among  the  saints  in  light. 
What  a  transition— what  an  ex- 
change! It  gives.him  "Beauty  for 
ashesi  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning, 
the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of 
heaviness" — a  friendship  pure  and 
eternal,  for  what  is  selfish  and  fleet- 
ing— companions  holy  and  spiritual, 
for  those  which  are  sinfhl  and  mor- 
tal—abloom unfading  for  disease  and 
decay,  eyes  that  can  see  God,  hands 
that  can  strike  a  harp,  and  joy  un- 
speakable— Heaven  without  a  cloud, 
the  Redeemer  without  a  veil,  life 
without  weariness,  love  without  fai- 
lure—bliss without  end. 

"  O  who  would  live  alway,  away 
from  his  God!" 
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Go, i  *  .  ,  PiEACH  the  GotPEL  *  »  *  .  4  .  .  Mark  zri.  16. 

How  shall  they  pbbach,  except  they  be  bent  7  .  .  .  .  Rom.  x.  16. 
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IlEPGRT  ON  SYSTEMATIC  BfiNEVOLENCE, 

ADOPTED   BY  THE  SYNOD   OP  NEW- YORK  AND   NEW-JERJSEY,   AT  TH^lft    MECTING(, 

OefTOBER,  1S40. 

[We  pubtieh  the  whole  of  this  doeument,  not  only  because  its  principles  and  reeomraen- 
dations  accord,  in  general,  with  those  advocated  in  this  periodical }  but  also  from  the  con- 
viction that  the  time  has  come  when  the  public  attention  must  be  more  extensively  called 
to  this  subject.  It  becomes  all  who  are  not  wiliine;  to  sec  the  public  enterprises  of  the  church 
arrested,  and  even  thrown  back,  to  use  their  influence,  personal  and  official,  to  provide  a 
more  ample  and  unifoim  support  to  the  cause  of  Benevolence.] 

In  view  of  the  painful  embarfa^smetits  which  an  irtegular  and  deficient 
revenue  has  of  late  brought  upon  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  church, 
and  which  have  not  only  hindered  her  from  embracing  the  facilities  fftrnished 
by  Divine  Providence  for  her  enlargement;  but  have  compelled  her  to  recede 
from  ground  previously  occupied  ;  have  frustrated  wise  plans,  afid  broken 
up  extended  systems  of  effort — thereby  insuring  the  rdin  of  souls,  and 
bringing  dishonor  on  the  christian  name;— -in  view,  also,  of  the  admitted 
fact,  that  the  resources  of  the  church  are  abundantly  adequate  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  duty  required  of  her,— the  Synod  of  New- York  and  N^w- Jersey 
solemnly  and  affectionately  address  the  following  considerations  and  plans 
to  the  churches  and  members  under  their  care. 

The  backwardness  of  the  people  of  God  to  furnish  the  pecuniary  means 
for  the  extension  of  his  kingdom,  admits  of  no  justification.  Whoever  will 
sketch  the  most  meagre  scheme  of  benevolence  which  the  Gospel  can 
approve,  will  perceive,  at  every  step,  that  he  is  writing  the  condemnation 
of  the  church.  The  sentiment  of  the  church,  on  the  subject  of  property, 
is,  as  yet,  very  little  elevated  above  that  of  the  world.  Notwithstanding 
the  unprecedented  value,  which  the  calls  of  Providence  have  put  upon 
wealth,  as  a  means  of  doing  good,  it  is  affecting  to  know  that  there  are  indi- 
viduals in  our  churches,  who  hold,  with  a  quiet  conscience,  their  hundreds 
of  thous|inds,  which  they  owe  to  God,  but  which  they  keep  back  from  his 
suffering  cause,  in  violation  of  his  command  and  of  their  own  vows— thus 
grieving  his  Spirit,  bringing  leanness  into  their  own  souls,  and  jeoparding 
the  salvation  of  their  children.    It  is  painful  to  behold  the  strange  infatua- 
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lion  which  hinders  their  seeing  the  relation  of  their  conduct  to  the  require- 
ments of  God.  It  is  also  affecting  to  see  multitudes,  of  smaller  means,  pro- 
fessing to  owe  every  thing  to  the  raercy  of  Christ,  yet  wholly  neglecting  to 
honor  him  with  their  substance.  A  still  greater  number,  not  altogether  want- 
iag  in  christian  charity,  treat  it  as  a  matter  to  be  governed  by  the  mere  im- 
pulses of  sympathy,  and  performed  or  neglected  as  converjience  or  caprice 
may  dictate.  They  seem  not  to  apprehend,  that  pecuniary  contribution  to 
pious  and  humane  objects  is  a  christian  duty,  to  be  regulated  by  the  principles 
of  the  Gospel,  and  no  more  to  be  omitted,  or  abandoned  to  the  vicissitudes 
of  feeling  or  of  circumstances,  than  any  other  duty. 

One  of  the  most  important  rules  pertaining  to  this  subject,  is,  that  bene- 
volence Should  be  systematic.  By  this  is  meant,  that  there  should  be 
stated  times,  more  or  less  frequent,  when  a  man  shall  sit  down,  and — in  full 
view  of  his  means  and  his  obligations — shall  make  his  charities  the  subject 
of  a  well  considered  plan — a  plan  tkat  shall  provide  the  resources,  and  de- 
signate the  objects  and  the  proportions  of  his  benevolence.  The  necessity 
of  this  is  obvious.  Selfishness  is  ever  present  to  plead  for  indulgence,  and 
its  ceaseless  importunity  can  be  resisted  only  by  bringing  the  mind  often  to 
the  consideration  of  other  claims.  To  give  to  benevolence  the  facility  and 
power  of  a  habit,  it  must  be  incorporated  as  a  regular  part  of  the  Christian's 
business,  and  be  inwoven  with  the  stated  arrangements  of  every  church. 

A  system  thus  conscientiously  adopted  and  faithfully  carried  out,  will, 
at  once,  greatly  increase  the  resources  of  public  charity;  for  it  will  not 
only  carry  the  claims  of  benevolence  to  a  greater  number  of  individuals, 
but  each  will  have  more  to  bestow.  The  interest  felt  by  the  churches  in 
all  good  enterprises  will  be  increased,  and  will  become  more  intelligent ; 
consequently,  there  will  be  a  deeper  sympathy  and  more  prayer  on  their 
behalf.  Thus  the  revenue  of  benevolence  will  be  more  uniform,  the  differ- 
ent institutions  will  know  on  what  income  to  base  their  calculations,  and  the 
disastrous  effect  of  sadden  fluctuations  be  avoided. 

The  improvements  necessary  to  secure  these  desirable  results,  respect 
both  the  habits  of  individuals^  in  providing  the  resources  of  benevolence, 
and  the  arrangements  of  churches  for  bringing  its  various  claims  before  the 
people,  and  collecting  their  offerings  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord.  On 
these  topics,  the  Synod  offer  the  following  suggestions : 

L  OF  THE   SYSTEMATIC    RENEVOLENCE   OF  INDlVinUALS. 

1.  The  duty  of  contributing  to  charitable  objects  is  incumbent  on  all, 
the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich.  Under  the  ancient  economy,  none  were 
allowed  to  come  before  the  Lord  empty ;  but  each  one  was  required  to  give 
according  to  his  ability;  Deut.  xvi.  16,  17.  The  same  rule  obtains  under 
the  New  Testament ;  as  is  evident  from  the  general  teaching  of  the  Saviour; 
from  his  recognizing  the  gift  of  a  cup  of  water;  his  commendation  of  the 
poor  widow  who  cast  two  mites  into  the  treasury ;  and  from  Paul's  direc- 
tions to  the  church  at  Corinth;  and  his  praise  of  the  liberality  of  the  poor 
churches  of  Mactdonia.  1  Cor.  xvi.  2,  and  2  Cor.  viii.  2.    The  discipline  of 
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giving  is  as  healthfal,  and  the  promise  to  its  exercise  as  precious  to  one  as 
to  another,  to  the  poor  as  to  the  wealthy. 

2.  Benevolence  should  be  intelligent.  It  requires  information  and  re- 
flectibn  to  determine  to  what  objects,  and  in  what  proportion,  a  man  should 
bestow  his  charity.  Otherwise,  he  is  liable  to  give  too  little,  or  without  a  due 
regard  to  the  relative  importance  and  necessities  of  the  several  objects. 

3.  The  PROPORTION  of  his  income  which  shall  be  devoted  to  charitable 
uses,  is  for  every  man  to  determine  for  himself,  subject,  however,  to  his  re- 
sponsibility to  God.  2  Cor.  ix.  7.  The  Christian  professes  to  regard  all  his 
property  not  as  his  own,  but  as  held  in  trust  for  the  glory  of  his  Maker. 
He  is  a  steward,  bound  to  appropriate  his  Lord's  goods  so  as  to  honor  aU 
the  claims,  which  come  to  him  bearing  the  divine  signature — including  the 
claims  of  justice  and  humanity,  his  own  lawful  wants,  and  those  of  his 
neighbor  and  the  church.  The  only  discretion  conceded  to  him  is  that  of 
distribution.  To  determine  what  proportion  shall  be  devoted  to  that  part 
of  God's  claim,  which  comes  under  the  head  oi heneoolence^no  general  rule 
can  be  given.  But  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  spirit  of  the  Saviour  can 
be  exemplified  in  pecuniary  contribution,  unless  the  amount  be  so  great  as 
to  occasion  actual  self-denial. 

Under  the  ancient  dispensation,  more  than  three  tenths  of  the  whole  income 
of  the  people  was  appropriated  for  religious  and  charitable  purposes.  Of  this 
not  more  than  half  was  devoted  to  the  support  of  their  own  peculiar  econo- 
my, and  the  remainder  was  expended  in  acts  of  hospitality,  and  in  the  relief 
of  suffering  and  want.  We  have  not,  in  the  new  dispensation,  any  com- 
mand specifying  the  amount  of  our  charities ;  partly,  because  a  rate  of  con- 
tribution adapted  to  one  age  would  not  meet  the  wants  of  another ;  and 
partly,  because  ours  is  a  dispensation  of  principles,  rather  than  of  specific 
rules.  The  appeal  is  to  our  grateful  affection^  in  view  of  the  scenes  of 
Gethsemane  and  the  cross.  God  now  commits  the  support  of  his  cause  to 
our  enlightened  convictions  of  what  is  due  to  his  honor. 

Our  obligation  to  liberality  is  enhanced,  moreover,  by  the  fact,  that  we 
are  freed  from  the  costly  system  of  sacrifices  enjoined  in  the  Mosaic 
ritual.  The  support  of  the  clerical  order  alone  cost  the  Jews  a  tenth  of 
all  their  income,  besides  the  assessment  of  the  first  fruits,  and  other 
perquisites — an  amount  much  greater  than  is  now  paid  for  the  support  of 
the  ministry.  We  are  also  spared  the  expense  to  which  the  Israelite  was 
subjected  by  his  three  journeys  yearly  to  the  place  of  the  sanctuary,  besides 
the  time  consumed  by  the  feasts,  and  the  system  of  purification  from  cere- 
monial defilement.  Moreover,  we  are  brought  nearer  to  God,  and  are  made 
to  /cnoir— what  the  fathers  only  hoped  for—"  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  how  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  he  became  poor, 
that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich."  But  chiefly,  we  have  a  greater 
—a  nobler  work  to  do,  than  had  the  ancient  saints.  Their  efforts  were 
limited  to  their  own  land ;  to  us,  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  are  thrown 
open,  and  the  wants  of  all  our  sinful  and  suffering  race  are  spread  before 
us.  The  highest  duty  required  of  them,  was  to  practice  religion,  and  to 
sustain  it  at  home  ;  but  besides  this,  we  are  commanded  to  go  into  all  the 
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world,  and  preach  the  Gtospel  to  every  creature.  The  measure  of  our  libe- 
rality must  therefore  be  proportioned  to  our  clearer  light  and  greater  obli- 
gation. 

4.  The  PERIODS  FOR  DESIGNATING  R  part  of  our  income  for  charitable  objects, 
should  be  frequent.  Such  is  human  nature,. that  the  constancy  and  impor- 
tunity of  secular  claims  will  be  sure  to  bear  away  an  undue  share  of  a  man's 
pecuniary  means,  unless  a  portion  be  set  apart  for  benevolence  while  it  is 
passing  through  his  hands.  The  economy  and  self-denial  requisite  to  give 
a  specific  sum,  are  more  easily  and  cheerfully  practiced,  when  it  is  divided 
into  many  small  portions,  than  when  the  whole  is  paid  at  one  time.  But 
especially  the  moral  reeult— the  conquest  over  the  innate  selfishness  of  the 
heart — requires,  that  the  conscience  be  frequently  exercised  on  this  duty. 

11.  OP  SYSTEMATIC  BENEVOLENCE  IN  CONGREGATIONS. 

It  is  hopeless  to  secure  any  efficient  and  systematic  action  of  the  churches 
on  this  subject,  unless  ministers  shall  in  their  preaching  give  that  promi- 
nence to  the  right  use  of  property,  which  is  given  to  it  in  the  revelation  of 
God.  The  pastor  has  peculiar  advantages  for  making  the  charity  of  his 
people  a  matter  of  conscience,  intelligence  and  habit,  rather  than  of  mere 
excitement — advantages  which,  if  faithfully  and  wisely  improved,  will  ren- 
der all  other  agencies  not  only  more  acceptable,  but  also  greatly  more 
effective. 

Next  to  the  evil  of  having  no  system  of  congregational  collections,  is  that 
of  having  a  plan,  which,  while  it  docs  the  work  very  imperfectly,  stands  in 
the  way  of  one  more  efficient.  Such  is  the  custom  of  circulating  subscrip- 
tion cards  through  the  congregation,  while  assembled  for  divine  service  on 
the  Sabbath.  The  objections  to  this  method  are,  first— many  worthy  per- 
sons feel  that  this  part  of  the  details  is  not  congruous  to  the  place  and  the 
day.  Again— as  this  usually  succeeds  some  public  appeal,  what  is  given  is 
liable  to  be  bestowed  rather  from  the  impulse  of  the  moment  than  from  the 
exercise  of  principle.  Again — those  who  are  absent  on  the  occasion  are 
too  generally  omitted  by  this  method.  But  especially,  experience  abun- 
dantly shows,  that  the  same  churches  and  the  same  individuals  are  soon 
ft)und  to  contribute  far  less  on  this  plan,  than  when  the  members  are  called 
on  separately  and  in  person. 

The  Synod  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  congregational  col- 
lections which  shall  be  substantially  as  follows:— 

1.  Let  every  congregation  determine,  at  some  regular  meeting,  what 
benevolent  objects  they  will  aid  in  the  course  of  the  year— fixing  the  time, 
when  the  claims  of  each  shall  be  heard,  and  the  collections  taken  up,  and  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  three  or  more  for  each  object,  to  superintend  the 
collections. 

2.  When  the  time  assigned  for  a  given  object  arrives,  let  such  principles, 
facts,  and  motives,  connected  with  it,  as  are  judged  most  suitable,  be  pre- 
sented, in  the  most  public  manner,  by  the  pastor,  or  an  agent — but  never 
wait  for  an  agent,  or  feel  that  his  presence  is  indispensable. 

3.  Let  the  committee  having  charge  of  this  particular  object,  have  a  meet- 
ing without  delay,  and  divide  the  congregation  into  districts  or  sections ; 
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appoint  one  male  and  one  female  collector  for  each  district,  and  provide 
them  with  suitable  books,  in  which  to  take  the  names  of  all  who  contribute 
and  the  amount  they  give. 

If  the  committee  or  the  congregation  prefer  it,  the  committee  themselves 
may  make  the  collections,  instead  of  appointing  collectors. 

4.  Let  the  collectors,  within  a  week-.-or  two  weeks  at  the  longest— call 
on  the  individuals  within  their  respective  districts,  and  solicit  donations — 
passing  by  none,  because  of  their  youth  or  their  poverty,  and  treating  all 
with  becoming  attention  and  respect ;  and  then  report  the  result  to  their 
committee — the  whole  amount  to  be  paid  over  by  the  committee  wiUiout 
delay,  into  the  treasury  for  which  it  is  destined. 

5.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  let  the  whole  congregation  come  together,  to 
hear  the  reports  of  these  committees,  as  well  as  statements  and  addresses 
from  their  pastor,  and  such  others  as  he  may  introduce,  and  to  make  simi- 
lar arrangements  for  another  year. 

The  difficulty  of  carrying  this  plan  into  operation  is  found,  in  practice,  to  be 
comparatively  small.  For  several  years  it  has  been  tried  in  some  congre- 
gations with  the  happiest  success.  The  churches  which  have  adopted,  un- 
der different  forms,  some  system,  for  giving  to  each  object  a  particular  pe- 
riod of  the  year^  and  for  carrying  it  personally  to  every  member,  have  not 
only  exceeded  other  churches  in  the  proportion  of  their  liberality,  and  kept 
up  their  contributions  during  the  season  of  embarrassment ;  but  they  make 
their  offerings  with  a  cheerfulness,  which  evinces  that  there  is  that  in  the 
heart  of  piety,  which  can  be  touched  with  the  claims  of  a  dying  world;  and 
that  when  properly  applied  to,  Christians  love  to  give,  and  to  give  often  to 
the  cause  of  salvation. 

REMARKS. 

Systematic  Beneyolencb,  as  defined  in  the  foregoing  article,  is  not  only  an  imperative 
duty,  but  indispensable  to  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  Christ  in  the  world.  But  there 
are  other  views  of  its  advantages  which  should  not  be  overlooked :  we  refer  to  the  reflex 
influence  of  liberality  upon  the  hearts  and  habiis  of  individual  Christians. 

While  it  is  right  to  insist  upon  the  obligation  to  give  to  objects  of  charity,  let  it  not  be 
forgotten  that  it  is  also  a  privilege.  The  effect  of  practical  benevolence  on  the  happirutt 
of  those  who  exercise  it,  is  not  sufficiently  magnified.  Formerly,  the  pleasures  of  benefi- 
cence were  the  subject  of  frequent  eulogy :  but  now,  in  our  desire  for  disinterestedness,  we 
are  in  danger  of  running  to  an  opposite  extreme,  and  of  presenting  virtue  without  its  natu- 
ral rewards,  and  thus  separating  what  God  has  joined  together.  Benevolence  not  only 
brings,  but  is,  itself,  happiness;  and  where  it  reigns,  the  elements  of  dejection  and  gloom 
are  wanting,  and  grief  cannot  be  an  abiding  guest. 

The  regular  performance  of  acts  of  liberality  gradually  weakens  the  power  of  covet- 
ousness,  and  .thus  tends  to  gain  a  victory  over  one  of  the  mightiest  lusts  of  the  human 
heart.  Benevolence  is  a  promoter  of  other  graces,  as  well  as  a  grace  itself;  and  therefore, 
like  all  the  means  by  which  piety  is  advanced,  it  should  be  frequently  and  statedly  em- 
ployed. Doubtless,  the  Sabbath  owes  much  of  its  moral  power  to  the  regularity  of  its  re- 
currence. Prayer,  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  attendance  on  public  worship,  fail  of 
much  of  their  value  as  means  of  grace,  if  their  use  be  irregular  and  uncertain.  For  the 
Christian's  own  sake,  therefore,  as  well  as  for  the  advancement  of  the  public  interests  of 
religion,  the  practice  of  benevolence  should  be  reduced  to  a  system. 

There  is,  however,  one  danger  against  which  it  is  our  duty  to  guard.  A  system  of  charity, 
as  well  as  all  other  good  things,  may  be  abused.  A  man  may  draw  out  bis  plan  of  benevolence 
in  detail,  at  a  time  when  his  heart  is  cold,  or  his  pecuniary  expectations  small»  and  when  ap- 
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plication  for  a  given  object  iu  made,  may  give  a  pittance,  with  the  apology  "  that  he  baa  a 
system  in  his  charities  that  prevents  his  giving  more."  Now,  a  system  is  designed  to  assia^ 
and  insure^  not  to  limit  liberality.  Should  any  exigency  arise,  requiring  us  to  exceed  the 
stipulated  sum,  we  ought  to  welcome  and  be  guided  by  the  new  light  thus  shed  upon  the 
path  of  duty. 

A  few  words  concerning  the  plan  of  circulating  cards  on  the  Sabbath.  This  method 
soon  degenerates  into  a  mere  collection ;  a  few  write  their  names  on  the  cards;  but  most 
of  the  audience  drop  into  the  box  some  trifling  anonymous  contribution.  Should  collectors 
call  upon  those  whose  names  are  not  on  the  cards,  it  is  easy  to  reply  "I  gave  my  mite  on 
the  day  of  the  collection" — and  thus,  persons  who  should  give  largely,  get  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject for  that  occasion,  by  contributing  thespiallest  pittance. 

Some  congregations  could  be  named  which  gave  three  times  as  much,  when  called  on 
personally,  as  they  now  contribute  to  the  same  objects,  on  the  plan  of  circulating  cards. 

In  some  places,  no  means  are  used  to  gather  the  charities  of  the  people,  except  simply 
passing  the  boxes  through  the  congregation,  without  even  an  attempt  at  a  subscription. 
If  there  were  no  other  reasons  why  this  would  result  in  a  meagre  contribution,  it  is  enough, 
that  all  the  associations  of  people  with  public  collections,  are  in  favor  of  their  giving  only 
pennies  and  sixpences.  Such  is  the  power  of  habit,  that  not  one  man  in  a  thousand,  were 
he  disposed  to  give  so  much,  would  think  of  casting  his  $bO  or  $100  bank  note  into  a  col- 
lection made  in  this  way. 


^uvill^vitn. 


BERKSHIRE  AND  COLUMBIA 

MISSIONARY  SOCIETY,  (MASS.) 

The  Forty  Second  Annual  meeting  of  the 
Berkshire  and  Columbia  Missionary  Society 
was  held  at  the  Congregational  church  in 
Windsor,  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  of  Oct.  at 
2  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  Joseph  Knight  of 
Peru  in  the  chair.  The  report  of  the  Trus- 
tees was  read  by  the  Secretary,  Rev.  T.  S. 
Clarke  of  Stockbridge,and  the  motion  for  its 
acceptance  sustained  by  an  address  from  Rev. 
W.  A.  Hawley  of  Hinsdale. 

The  Treasurer's  report  having  been  also 
read  and  accepted,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Headley  of 
Curtissville,  introduced  and  supported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  present  aspect 
of  events,  when  viewed  in  connexion  ' 
with  the  prophecies  of  Scripture,  calls 
for  great  and  immediate  action  in  the 
cause  of  Home  Missions." 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  Rev. 
J.  S.  Clark,  Secretary  of  the  Mass.  Miss.  Soc. 
and  closed  with  a  song  of  praise. 

The  folb wing  abstract  of  the  Annual  re- 


port will  show  that  the  spirit  of  Home  Mis- 
sions within  the  bounds  of  this  ancient  Aux- 
iliary, does  not  slumber  in  the  graves  of  its 
venerated  founders. 

After  giving  a  brief  notice  of  the  present 
state  and  future  prospects  of  each  assisted 
church  in  the  county,  and  alluding  to  the 
collections  for  the  past  year — amounting  in 
all  to  about  $950,  of  which  sum  $500  were 
expended  on  this  field,  and  the  remainder 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Massachusetts 
Miss.  Society—the  Report  thus  proceeds  to 
assign 

REASONS  FOR  RENEWED  AND  INCREASED 
EXERTIONS  IN  BEHALF  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

"  One  reason  is,  that  there  remain- 
eth  much  land  yet  to  be  possessed.  Out 
of  the  thirty  towns  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  there  are  eight  in  which 
no  evangelical  Congregational  min- 
istry is  sustained ;  and  in  most  places, 
even  if  there  is  afiy  stated  ministra- 
trations  of  the  word,  they  are  not  of 
a  character  to  interest  the  intelligent 
mind,  or  to  improve  the  heart. 

There  are  places  even  in  this  coun- 
ty, where  the  Gospel  is  as  mueh  need- 
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ed,  and  where  missionary  labor  might 
perhaps  be  as  usefully  expended  as  in 
burmah  and  Ceylon.  For  unless  we 
keep  the  lights  burning  in  lands  alrea- 
ry  christianized,  how  can  we  hope  to 
enlighten  the  darkness  of  heathen- 
ism? If  we  suffer  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  to  languish  and  die  in  places 
where  it  has  been  once  understood 
and  embraced ;  or  if  we  decline  to 
establish  its  institutions,  where  they 
are  despised  and  rejected  in  our  own 
neighborhood,  with  what  face  can  we 
pray  for  the  success  of  our  evangeli- 
cal efforts  among  Pagans?  If  com- 
passion for  the  distress  of  a  brother, 
whom  we  have  seen,  be  not  felt,  how 
can  it  be  supposed  to  exist  for  a  bro- 
ther, whom  we  have  not  seen? 

If,  then,  it  be  desirable  that  there 
be  an  evangelical  ministry  in  any 
community,  it  is  for  the  same  reason 
needed  in  every  community  If  the 
institutions  of  religion  are  needed  to 
preserve  the  morals  of  one  town,  they 
are  for  the  same  reason  wanted  in 
cuery  town.  When  we  say,  therefore, 
that  there  are  towns  in  our  own  vici- 
nity destitute  of  churches  and  an  ade- 
quate ministry,  we  suggest  a  cogent 
reason  for  increased  Home  Missiona- 
ry efforts,  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

We  are  urged  to  this  course  also  a^ 
a  measure  of  self-preservation. 

What  was  it,  that  ruined  the  seven 
churches  of  Asia?  It  was  clearly 
the  want  of  a  Home  Missionary 
influence:  it  was  their  refusal  to 
"strengthen  the  things  that  remain- 
ed." They  left  what  was  feeble  to 
become  more  feeble,  till,  when  it 
failed  and  fell,  it  drew  them  down 
with  it.  The  mounds,  which  had 
hitherto  protected  them,  being  thus 
torn  away,  left  them  fully  exposed  to 
the  floods  of  worldiiness  and  sin,  till, 
at  length,  as  breach  after  breach  was 
efiiected,  they  fell,  and  great  was  their 
fall. 

The  same  fate  awaits  even  the 
strong  churches  of  our  land,  if  they 
refuse  to  support  the  weak  and  to 
strengthen  the  things  that  remain. 
For  it  is  as  true  now  as  then,  that  evil 
communications  corrupt  good  man- 
ners—that a  healthy  man  in  the  midst 
of  malaria  must  be  expected  to  be- 
come sickly,  and  to  die.    A  strong 


I  church  placed  by  the  side  of  a  moral 
I  desolation — making  no  effort  to  re- 
deem the  waste  to  God,  is  sure  to 
catch  more  or  less  of  its  spirit  by  rea- 
son of  indwelling  sin.  All  that  can 
save  it  from  infection,  is  the  aggres- 
sive spirit  of  Home  Missions — streng- 
thening the  things  that  remain,  and 
thus  securing  the  favor  and  protec- 
1  tion  of  the  great  Head  of  the  church. 

As  a  measure  ofselfpreseii^ation, 
therefore,we  are  impelled  to  increased 
exertion  in  behalf  of  the  H.  M.  enter- 
prise. Those  churches  are  strong  ve- 
ry much  in  proportion  to  the  heal- 
thy action  of  sister  churches  around 
them,  just  as  the  union  of  these  states 
is  strong  in  proportion  to  the  inter- 
est which  they  mutually  feel  for  each 
other.    The  poor  saints  of  the  mo- 
ther church  at  Jerusalem  would  have 
i  been  doubly  poor,  if  they  had  not  felt, 
I  in  the  time  of  their  poverty,  the  re- 
1  action  of  churches  abroad  established 
by  themselves  in  the  day  of  their 
prosperity.    And  what  would  have 
I  been  the  condition  of  our  favored 
commonwealth    at  this  moment,  if 
no  Home  Missionary  influence  had 
•  ever  been  exerted  upon  it? 
I     And  then  in  addition  to  all  this,  it 
I  should  be  remembered,  that  every 
j  new  church  formed,  and  every  feeble 
j  onestringthened^  are  so  much  added  to 
to  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  the  light 
of  the  world. 

In  a  dark  world,  the  true  policy 
certainly  is  to  kindle  as  many  lights 
as  possible — and  to  keep  them  burn- 
ing brightly.  And  wherever  there  is 
a  church,  founded  on  evangelical 
principles,  and  manifesting  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel,  it  is  certain  to  shed  the 
light  of  truth  on  the  surrounding  com- 
munity. It  will  do  for  the  morals  of 
men  what  light  and  salt  do  for  the  na- 
tural world.  Ten  good  men  in  So- 
dam  would  have  saved  the  city  from 
the  judgments  of  heaven  not  only, 
but,  acting  in  a  right  spirit,  would 
doubtless  have  preserved  the  morals 
of  the  people  from  utter  corruption. 
He,  then,  who  loves  his  country  and 
the  souls  of  men,  will  give  his  pray- 
ers, his  efforts,  and  his  benefactions  to 
the  H.  M.  enterprise,  nor  will  be  be 
satisfied,  till  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  is  thus  extended  through  the 
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land,  and  his  saving  health  enjoyed 
by  all  the  people. 


VERMONT  D.  M.  S, 

TWENTy- SECOND    ANNUAL     MEETING. 

The  twenty-second  Anniversary  of  the 
T.  D.  M.  S.  was, held  at  Burlington,  Sept.  10, 
1840.  Rev.  Dr.  Marsh  presided.  Addresses 
were  made  by  Rev.  Messrs*  J.  Scales,  of 
Cornwall,  T.  S.  Hubbard,  of  Stockbridge,  A. 
J.  Parker,  of  Shipton,  L.  Canada,  and  A. 
Bullard,  of  Boston. 

NOTICES  OP  THE  REPORT. 

From  the  report  presented  by  Rev. 
Samuel  Delano,  the  Cor.  Sec,  we 
learn,  that,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
field,  so  in  Vermont,  the  past  year 
has  been  one  of  peculiar  difficulty  in 
the  pecuniary  department  of  this  en- 
terprise. Yet,  the  good  hand  of  the 
Lord  has  been  continually  upon  the 
Society,  and  if  clouds  and  darkness 
have  sometimes  gathered,  light  has 
sprung  up,  and  the  clouds  have  been 
dispersed.  The  churches  aided  have 
been  50:  ministers  employed,  43: 
the  labor  performed,  34  yeai%  and  7 
months. 

Not  less  than  five  thousand  souls 
have  been  brought,  directly  and  cod- 
staq^ly,  under  the  infiuence  of  the 
stated  administration  of  the  ordinan- 
ces of  the  Gospel.  There  have  been 
organized,  and  have  received  Bible 
instruction,  eighteen  hundred  chil- 
dren and  adults.  There  have  been 
received  into  these  churches  two 
hundred  additional  members,  most 
of  whom  have,  during  the  year  and 
under  this  ministration,  been  trans- 
lated from  the  kingdom  of  darkness 
into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son. 

Three  of  these  churches  have  set- 
tled your  missionary  as  pastor.  Ten 
have,  during  the  year,  completed  and 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  great 
God,  our  Saviour,  houses  of  worship. 
Three  churches  have  been  so  far 
strengthened,  as  to  be  able  to  go  on 
without  your  aid,  and  no  doubt  will, 
from  year  to  year,  help  to  enlarge 


that  stream,  from  which  they  them- 
selves were  watered  in  the  days  of 
their  weakness. 

Then  there  is  to  be  considered 
that  class  of  results,  which  cannot  be 
set  forth  in  measured  quantity.  The 
great  amount  of  evil  prevented  in 
these  several  fields  of  operations — 
the  good  impressions  which  have 
been  made  upon  thousands  of  minds, 
—the  progress  of  truth,  though  silent 
and  unobtrusive,  yet  not  the  less  real, 
— the  knowledge  and  light  which  has 
thus  come  in, — the  edification  and 
comfort  which  the  saints  have  expe- 
rienced,-^the  enlargement  of  faith, 
— the  confirming  of  hopes, — the  in- 
spiring of  an  animation  in  effort, — the 
bringing  to  view  things  invisible, — 
and  the  bowing  the  soul  in  obedience 
to  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come ; 
— here  is  an  amount  of  good  effected, 
which  probably  is  not  less  than  all 
others  together^  and  yet  is  so  unob- 
trusive in  its  character,  as  never  to 
be  seen,  unless  searched  out;  and 
ran  scarcely  be  discerned,  even  after 
diligent  search,  except  by  the  eye  of 
faith. 

There  should  also  come  into  the 
above  the  pecuniary  results.  These 
feeble  churches  have  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord,  to  sustain  the 
great  operations  of  the  day,  more 
than  one-fifth  of  all  thdt  your  treasu- 
ry has  paid  out  to  assist  them.  In 
connection  with  this  work  of  the  So- 
ciety, there  have  been  raised,  in  those 
fifty  fields,  on  an  average  not  less, 
certainly,  than  two  hundred  dollars 
for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  among 
these  places,  which  will  make  ten 
thousand  dollars.  If  any,  certainly 
but  a  small  portion,  of  this  would 
have  been  paid,  but  for  the  operations 
of  the  Society. 

All  this  in  one  year.  And  what 
has  all  this  cost?  In  answer  to  this 
question,  we  must  speak  only  of  dol- 
lars and  cents.  For  all  the  anxiety 
and  care,  all  the  faith,  and  hope,  and 
fear,  and  prayer,  and  effort,  however 
large,  are  not  to  be  spoken  of  under 
the  designations  of  expense  and  cost. 

FINANCES. 

There  have  been  received  from 
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the  churches  $2474  60.  To  this 
has  been  added  $1872  28  from  the 
funds  before  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer;  making  in  all  $4846  88, 
including  all  expense,  of  every  kind, 
incurred  during  the  year  in  carrying 
forward  this  enterprise. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experi- 
enced in  conducting  the  financial  ope- 
rations of  the  Society  for  the  last 
year.  Prompt  payment  could  not 
be  made,  which  has  caused  great  em- 
barrassment and  suffering  to  the  mis- 
sionaries. Under  the  pressure  which 
was  felt,  the  churches,  in  some  in- 
stances, passed  by  this  cause  entirely. 
Only  seventy-seven,  of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  two  churches,  which  the 
minutes  of  the  Convention  show  ex- 
ist in  the  state,  contribute  any  thing 
to  this  work. 

FACTS  NOT  TO   BE   OVERLOOKED. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  min- 
isters in  the  State  of  Vermont,  as 
shown  by  the  minutes  of  the  last  Con- 
vention, forty-three  of  them  are  sus- 
tained in  part  by  this  Society — one- 
third  of  the  whole.  The  mind  of 
every  one  rushes  to  the  decision, 
— these  cannot  he  spared.  Let  but 
the  operations  of  the  Society  cease, 
and  most  of  these,  if  not,  in  fact,  all 
the  forty-three,  must  retire  from 
the  field.  Think  of  this.  Reduce  the 
light  in  Vermont  one-third, — dimin- 
ish the  power  of  the  ministry  one- 
third, — take  away  one-third  of  the 
leaders  fh  the  sacramental  host  of 
God's  elect;  and  what  should  we  do? 
How  could  the  church  sustain  the 
shock  ?  There  is  another  considera- 
tion, naturally  connected  'with  this. 
In  very  many  of  the  missionary  fields, 
society  is  in  a  state  of  infancy.  Es- 
pecially is  this  true  in  the  north  part 
of  the  state.  Now,  is  emphatically 
the  time  for  bringing  into  those 
places  the  influence  of  the  Gospel, 
and  the  power  of  the  truth,  that  so- 
ciety may  be  rightly  moulded,— that 
its  important  movements  may  receive 
a  true  direction, — that  these  rising 
communities  may  not  only  be  saved, 
but  come  early  into  the  great  work 
of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  world, 
that  the  world  may  be  given  to  Christ. 

VPL.ZIII.  23 


How  much  less  difficult,  and  of  coars® 
less  expensive,  the  work  of  planting 
the  Gospel  in  these  places  now,  than 
it  will  be  if  it  be  deferred  a  quarter 
of  a  century. 

DESTITDTIONS. 

Another  great  fact  here  presents 
itself.  The  field  for  the  Society's 
operations  is  greatly  enlarged  and 
constantly  enlarging.  Had  the  Soci- 
ety the  means,  its  operations  would 
be  increased  immediately.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  feeble  churches 
which  need  aid, — which  are  ready  to 
dieof  want;— we  see  them, — we  hear 
their  groans  and  their  sighing;  but 
cannot  help  them  according  to  iheir 
necessity.  There  are  also  many 
places,  important  geographically,  and 
in  wealth,  and  in  the  number  ot  im- 
mortal souls ;  but  there  is  no  living 
preacher  to  instruct  the  people,  and 
feed  them  with  knowledge  and  un- 
derstanding. The  people  in  these 
places,  for  the  more  part,  may  be  said 
to  dwell  in  darkness,  to  see  no  light; 
and  knowing  no  other  way,  they  de- 
sire no  other,  but  love  to  have  it  so. 
The  number  of  such  places  in  our 
state  is  not  small ;  and  in  most,  if  not 
all  such,  there  would  be  found  no 
other  objection  or  difficulty,  in  in* 
troducing  gospel  order,  than  is  found 
any  where  and  every  where,  where 
there  is  no  heart  unto  it. 

And  yet,  notwithstanding  these  wants 
and  encouragements,  we  are  assured,  that 
the  whole  that  is  done,  is  done  by  compara- 
tively few.  Only  about  one-third  of  all  the 
churches  in  Vermont,  contribute  to  this  cause, 
and  of  the  sum  raised  by  this  third,  the  mis* 
sionary  churches  themselves  give  about  one* 
eighth  part.    The  report  states— 

We  have  iti  Vermont  not  less  than 
23,000  members  of  the  Congregation- ' 
al  church.  Last  year,  the  sum  raised 
for  the  Domestic  Missions  was  equal 
\o  fourteen  cents  and  jive  mills  to  the 
member.  It  need  not  so  be.  How 
easily  might  this  state  of  things  be 
changed  ?  If  three  members  would 
give  to  this  object  a  dollar,  through 
I  the  state,  and  so  raise  seven  thousand 
j  dollars,  how  could  the  operations  in 
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the  Home  Missions  of  Vermont  be 
enlarged  1  And  what  a  flood  of  bless- 
ing would  this  bring  in  upon  our 
state? 

Vermont  belongeth  to  the  world, 
and  Christ  can  never  rule  the  world, 
till  Vermont  is  subject  to  his  truth! 
And  it  is  to  be  brought  to  boW  to 
Christ,  and  own  him  King  and  Lord, 
through  the  foolishness  of  preaching. 
And  the  seed,  thus  sown,  is  to  be 
watered  with  tears,  and  nurtured  with 
prayer.  It  is  to  be  given  to  Christ, 
as  every  other  part  of  the  world,  in 
answer  to  prayer.  Let  the  church 
dp  whatever  else  may  be,  if  there  be 
no  prayer,  all  will  be  in  vain.  When 
the  church  of  Vermont  shall  come 
up  together,  in  the  union  of  the  Spi- 
rit, with  a  due  sense  of  responsibility, 
and  with  adequate  ardor  and  devo- 
tion, put  forth  effort  to  redeem  that 
portion  of  the  field  of  the  world, 
which  God  has  committed,  in  a  spe- 
cial manner,  to  us;  then  may  we  ex- 
pect, in  due  time,  and  that  not  dis- 
tant, 10  see  the  dark  places  in  this 
field  become  light  in  the  Lord ;  all, 
that  is  wilderness,  bud  and  blossom 
as  the  rose  ;  and  whatever  is  rough, 
and  desolate,  and  barreUi  become  the 
fruitful  field. 


CONNECTICUT    MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

The  Anniversary  of  the  Connecticut  Mis- 
sionary Society,  Auxiliary  to  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society,  was  held  in  the 
Centre  Church,  NewrHaven,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  llih.  The  Report  of  the  Di- 
rectors was  read  by  Rev.  Horace  Hooker, 
Secretary,  and  the  meeting  was  oddressed 
by  Rev.  Milton  Badger,  Secretary  of  the  A. 
H.  M.  S.,  Rev.  Mark  Tucker,  D.  D.  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  Rev.  H.  G.  Ludlow,  of  New- 
Haven. 

We  take  the  following  extracts  from  the 
report  of  the  Directors  :^- 

The  whole  amount  of  appropria- 
tions,forConnecticut, during  the  year, 
is  $316L  This  is  $213  75  more  than 
the  amount  of  appropriations  to  Con- 
necticut during  the  preceding  year. 
The  Directors  made  a  grant,  during 
the  year,  of  $1000  to  the  Domestic 


Missionary  Society  of  Rhode  Island, 
to  be  expended  in  that  state,  under 
the  management  of  its  Board.  Only 
a  part  of  the  appropriation  has  yet 
been  drawn. 

The  receipts  of  the  Society,  from 
June  1,  1839,  to  June  1,  1840,  were 
$4537  78.  To  this  should  be  added 
$6098  76,  paid  from  this  State,  di- 
rectly into  the  treasury  of  the  Parent 
Society,  making  ^n  aggregate  of 
$10,672  54.  This  is  $2483  39  more 
than  the  receipts  of  the  year  previ- 
ous. This  increase  has  been  without 
any  extraneous  agency,  and  during 
the  severe  pecuniary  pressure  which 
has  embarrassed  the  operations  of  our 
benevolent  institutions,  in  common 
with  the  business  of  the  country.  To 
the  above  amount  we  may  add  $2012 
22,  received  by  the  Missionary  Soci- 
ety of  Connecticut,  making  the  whole 
sum  devoted  to  Home  Missions  in 
our  state,  last  year,  $12, 684  76. 

The  amount  expended  by  this  Aux- 
iliary, during  the  year  ending  June 
1, 1840,  is  $3620  39. 

THE  UTILITY   OF   HOME  BHSSIONS, 

And  even  their  necessity,  for  the 
well  being,  if  not  continued  existence, 
of  many  interesting  churches,  has 
been  shown  by  the  experience  of  the 
past  year.  This  is  seen  especially 
in  the  case  of  churches  in  manufac*- 
turing  villages.  While  business  is 
flourishing,  some  of  these  churches 
are  able  to  support  the  institutions  of 
religion,  with  very  little,  or  rfb  foreign 
aid.  But  a  decline  in  trade  scatters 
the  laborers,  and  in  a  short  time  a 
church,  before  comparatively  strong, 
is  reduced  to  dependence  on  external 
support.  At  such  a  moment  is  mani- 
fested the  value  of  our  Society,  whose 
benefactions,  often  small,  afford  pre- 
sent relief,  and  encourage  the  bur* 
dened  and  desponding  to  struggle  on, 
until  an  improvement  in  business 
shall  revive  their  energies.  If  all  the 
instances  of  this  sort,  in  Connecticut, 
and  in  other  sections  of  our  country, 
could  be  embraced  in  one  view,  it 
would  need  no  other  argument  to 
prove  the  value  of  Home  Missions. 

They  help  to  create  a  public  senti- 
ment which  will  not  suffer  desolations 
among  the  churches  to  remain,  year 
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after  year,  without  any  eflfortfor  their 
removal.  Oace,  such  desolations 
might  exist,  not  ouly  without  a 
ttiought  that  the  ruins  could  be  built 
again,  but  with  only  slight  care  for 
their  existence.  These  churches, 
themselves,  if  not  regardless  of  their 
condition,  were  often  without  hope 
of  a  return  to  vigor;  while  their 
neighbors,  long  accustomed  to  the 
sight,  if  they  had  not  entirely  ceased 
to  sympathize,  considered  the  evil 
past  remedy.  But  now  it  is  discredi- 
table for  a  church  to  remain  desolate, 
without  effort,  while  so  many  others, 
once  in  a  like  condition,  have  suc- 
ceeded, through  the  help  of  benevo- 
lence, in  regaining  their  prosperty. 
And  if  they  are  insensible  to  their 
own  wants,  churches  in  the  vicinity 
Will  not  suffer  the  evil  to  continue, 
without  an  attempt  to  relieve  it. 
Though  there  are  now  more  feeble 
churches  in  Connecticut,  than  there 
were  twenty-five  years  ago,  it  is  not 
because  Home  Missions  have  failed 
of  their  object.  A  part  of  this  num- 
ber consists  of  churches  formed 
through  the  agency  of  our  Society, 
which,  therefore,  we  may  regard  as 
striking  evidence  of  success;  ano- 
ther part  consists  of  churches  which, 
in  consequence  of  various  changes, 
have  become  weak,  and  which,  with- 
out the  patronage  of  the  Society, 
might  have  ceased  to  exist;  while  in 
most  cases,  where  this  patronage  has 
been  enjoyed,  the  churches,  though 
still  ranked  among  the  number  that 
need  aid,  are  as  unlike  their  former 
selves,  in  all  that  constitutes  the 
strength  and  ornament  of  religion,  as 
a  living  body  is  unlike  a  tenant  of  the 
grave.  What  is  now  called  feeble- 
ness, is  a  far  different  tiling  from  what 
was  designated  by  that  term,  at  the 
origin  of  the  Society.  What  was  then 
meant  by  "  desolations,^'  and  "  waste 
places,'*--virhich  were  visible,  too,  in 
almost  every  section  of  the  state- 
can  now  be  found  ouly  after  a  dili- 
gent search.  If  a  new  and  neat  house 
of  worship  has  taken  the  place  of 
one,  whose  appearance  of  neglect 
and  decay,  only  imaged  forth  the 
moral  state  of  the  church  ;  if  the  as- 
sembly at  the  tavern  on  the  Sabbath, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  sanctuary ; 


if  the  school-house  has  been  repaired 
and  made  comfortable,  or  even  at- 
tractive ;  if  intemperance  no  longer 
reels  without  shame  through  the 
streets — if  error  and  profaneness  re- 
tire abashed  from  the  public  gaze; 
if  the  ministry  has  regained  its  re- 
spect, and  religion  its  moral  power ; 
if  the  voice  of  prayer  and  "praise  has 
succeeded  to  the  boisterous  notes  of 
mirth,  or  the  coarse  language  of  li- 
centiousness^-call  the  scene  of  thes* 
changes  what  you  may,  it  will  afford 
proof,  in  a  radical  transformation 
of  character,  that  Home  Missions, 
through  the  blessing  of  heaven,  have 
converted  a  waste,  howling  wilder- 
ness into  a  fruitful  field. 


WESTERN  RESERVE  DOMES- 
TIC MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  held  its  anniversary  at  Eu-^ 
did,  Ohio,  Sept.  19th,  1840 ;  at  which  time 
the  Annual  Report  was  presented  by  the 
Secfretary,  Rct.  W.  F.  CuRmY.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  show  that  amid  the  peculiar  dif-' 
ficulties  of  the  year,  the  Society  has  not 
been  unblessed  in  its  efforts. 

Notwithstanding  the  embarrass 
raents  which  have  checked  our  pro- 
gress and  sometimes  threatened  de- 
feat, the  cause  which  God  in  his  pro-* 
vidence  has  confided  to  our  care  ad- 
vances with  a  steady  pace. 

Our  collections,  though  far  from 
being  adequate  to  the  demand,  have 
been  increased.  Our  agent  has  gen- 
erally secured  a  greater  amount  on 
his  second  visit  to  the  churches  than 
\tas  obtained  by  him  at  any. previous 
time.  Those  Christians,  too,  who 
are  most  deeply  interested  for  the 
conversion  of  the  world,  are  begin- 
ning to  understand  the  importance 
of  our  work.  They  begin  to  regard 
the  churches  of  our  land  as  the  foun- 
tains from  which  a  multitude  of 
streams  shall  flow,  to  carry  the  water 
of  life  to  the  perishing  heathen. 
These  fountains,  say  they,  "must  be 
enlarged  and  purified  by  the  power 
of  truth  at  home."  Divisions  in  the 
churche^arc  fewer  and  less  appalling 
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than  they  were  one  year  since,  and 
thete  is  a  reasonable  prospect  that 
the  things  which  make  for  peace  will 
soon  prevail,  and  teach  by  happy 
experience,  ho^  good  a  thing  it  is 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity.  ' 

But  the  *Lord  has  done  yet  more 
for  us.  He  has  poured  out  his  Spirit 
<m  several  of  our  churches,  and  put 
a  new  song  into  the  mouths  of  many 
who  were  silting  in  darkness  and  in 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

Our  collections  during  the  year,  in 
cash,  have  been  $1079  25. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
seven  missionaries  were  in  commis- 
sion within  our  bounds,  two  of  whom 
were  sustained  by  the  Parent  Society. 
Fourteen  have  been  since  commis- 
sioned—eleven of  whom  had  not 
previously  received  aid;  and  eleven 
are  now  in  commission. 

A  missionary,  after  saying  that  he  could 
not  report  a  special  awakening,  writer 

''  Still  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
my  labors  have  been  in  vain.  Some 
few  who  have  not  been  accustomed, 
to  attend  upon  the  means  of  grace 
until  six  or  eight  months  past  have 
been  brought  under  the  influences  of 
the  Gospel,  and  I  trust  have  been 
savingly  affected  by  it.  Two  mothers 
in  particular,  in  one  neighborhood, 
who  have  been  very  far  from  God, 
and  have  not  for  years  attended  upon 
the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  have 
become  deeply  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject of  religion,  and  are  now  rejoi- 
cing in  hope.  One  of  them,  although 
her  husband  is  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, so  far  as  it  regards  property, 
and  she  possessed  of  considerable 
intelligence  in  relation  to  many 
things,  I  found  very  ignorant  on  the 
subject  of  religion ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at.  She  had  no  Bible  in 
her  house ;  her  parents  were,  one  an 
atheist,  and  the  other  an  infldel,  and 
her  husband  a  Universalist  who  still 
continues  to  throw  obstacles  in  her 
pathway  and  disturb  her  peace  and 
joy.  But  I  trust,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  Grod's  grace,  she  will  be  ena- 
bled to  overcome  every  difficulty.*' 
In  this  church,  also,  it  is  believed  that 


the  cause  of  truth  is  making  steady 
progress. 

Another,  in  hia  first  report,  says: 

*'Two  very  striking  instances  of 
conversion  have  occurred  since  the 
establishment  of  these  (Sabbath  even- 
ing) lectures.  One,  a  laborer  on  the 
canal,  the  other  a  young  woman  who 
had  long  hardened  her  heart  against 
God  and  often  grieved  away  tho 
Holy  Spirit.  Both  of  these  instanced 
are  marked  cases  of  the  most  pun- 
gent conviction  that  I  have  witnessed 
for  a  long  time.  Their  deep  sense 
of  the  awful  guilt  of  sin,  and  their 
full  consciousness  of  their  helpless 
misery,  served  to  bow  them  down 
low  in  the  dust  before  God.  The 
young  woman,  in  particular,  was  so 
deeply  distressed  in  view  of  her 
guilt  and  ruin  that  she  scarcely  ate 
or  slept  for  a  week  before  she  be- 
come reconciled  to  God." 

In  his  next  report,  this  missionary  gives 
an  account  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  re* 
suits  of  an  awakening.    He  says : 

"Many  old  backsliders  were  re- 
claimed j  cold  hearted  and  lukewarm 
Christians  were  revived,  and  perish- 
ing sinners  in  great  number  professed 
to  submit  to  Crod ;  and  among  these 
were  persons  of  almost  all  descrip- 
tions, and  characters,  and  sentiments, 
from  the  gray-headed  sinner  down  to 
the  youth  of  11  and  12  years.  More 
than  thirty  new  family  altars  have 
been  erected,  and  some  whole  neigh- 
borhoods have  become  almost  en- 
tirely converted  to  God.  Where  be- 
fore immorality,  profaneness,  and 
Sabbath  breaking,  were  the  order  of 
the  day,  now  you  find  the  family  altar, 
the  stated  prayer  meeting,  and  the 
devout  follower  of  Christ.  God  has 
indeed  wrought  a  great  change  in 
this  place  and  in  this  vicinity.  As 
the  first  fruits  of  this  work,  we  have 
examined  60  for  admission  to  our 
church  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  May. 
The  Methodist  church  have  received 
nearly  as  many  more,  and  a  number 
more  have  connected  themselves 
with  the  Baptist  and  Episcopal 
churches,  and  there  are  others  who 
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will  be  examined  soon  to  unite  with 
these  different  churches. 

"  On  reviewing  the  past  year,  we 
feel  that  we  haye  very  great  cause  of 
gratitude  to  God  for  what  he  has  done 
for  his  cause  in  this  place ;  and  we 
feel,  also,  to  acknowledge  most  cor- 
dially, our  obligations  to  your  Society, 
through  whose  instrumentality  the 
Qospel  has  been  continued  among 
this  people.  And  we  trust  that  we 
are  ail  prepared,  unitedly,  to  ascribe 
the  glory  **  to  him  that  hath  loved  us 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his 
own  blood." 

la  his  last  report,  this  brother  says : 

"  The  change  which  has  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  revival  is  more  and 
more  apparent  every  day,  in  the  dif- 
ferent habits  and  general  conduct  of 
the  people  here.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  interest  taken    in  the  Sabbath 


School  cause,  the  different  denomi- 
nations in  this  place  turned  out  more 
than  250  children  and  teachers,  and 
attended  the  celebration  on  the  4th 
of  July. 

"  Last  Sabbath  I  administered  the 
Lord's  supper  to  the  largest  number 
of  communicants  that  ever  met  in 
our  church  before.  It  was  an  inte- 
resting day.  Eight  were  added  to 
the  church  by  profession ;  8  received 
the  ordinance  of  baptism,  5  children 
and  3  adults,  making  in  all  that  have 
been  added  to  the  church  as  the 
fruits  of  the  revival,  62,  which  makes 
our  present  number  125.  One  hun- 
dred have  been  added  to  our  tee-total 
temperance  society,  chiefly  from  the 
converts,  and  about  160  have  uni- 
ted with  the  different  churches,  as 
the  fruits  of  our  protracted  meeting. 
And  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say, 
that  thus  far,  the  converts  appear  well, 
and  show  a  good  spirit.'' 


<!(orceiiiionliente  of  tfie  9.  H*  fSl.  Sb. 


IOWA. 

From  Rev.  /?•  Gaylord,  De  Moines 
Co.,  L  T. 

I  have  endeavored  to  fill  up  and 
improve  every  opportunity  of  use- 
fulness that  has  opened  before  me,  i 
and  yet  I  do  not  see  those  fruits  that 
I  desire. 

I  visited  Parmington  on  the  first  of 
August,  at  the  request  of  brother 
Turner,  and  completed  the  organiza- 
tion of  the-  church  which  he  had 
formed  there;  and  administered  the 
Lord's  supper  to  them  for  the  first  time. 
A  description  of  the  place  you  have 
from  brother  Turner  in  his  i:eDort. 
[See  Home  Miss,  for  Sept.  1840,  p. 
100.]  Although  the  morning  was 
ushered  in  by  a  very  heavy  shower 
of  rain,  attended  by  thunder  and  light- 
ning of  a  frightful  character,  yet  a 
very  respectable  congregation  were 
assembled,  which  listened  with  great 
eagerness  to  the  word  of  truth.  They 
should  have  a    minister  forthwith. 


There  is  a  densely  settled  commu- 
nity on  all  sides  of  the  town. 

INCIDENTS  OF  MISSIONARY   LIFE. 

The  month  of  August  commenced 
with  showers  almost  every  day  for  a 
fortnight,  in  which  an  unparalleled 
quantity  of  water  fell  upon  the  earth. 
I  left  home  to  go  to  Tuscarora)  to 
assist  in  a  protracted  meeting.  I  went 
part  way,  when  I  was  overtaken  by 
the  most  violent  storm  of  wind,  rain, 
thunder,  and  lightning  that  I  ever 
experienced.  This  was  followed  up 
during  the  night,  by  two  or  three 
others  of  the  same  description,  so 
that  it  seemed  as  if  the  windows  of 
heaven  were  opened.  The  streama 
were  raised  to  an  unusual  degree,  sa 
that  I  could  not  proceed.  I  there- 
fore attempted  to  go  home;  when, to 
my  surprise,  I  found  that  Skunk  rivet 
was  full  to  overflowing,  leaving  some 
of  the  houses  with  but  little  more 
than  the  roofs  out  of  water.    Tbisi 
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was  at  Augusta.  The  water  conti- 
nued to  rise  till  it  reached  a  point  8 
feet  higher  than  it  ever  has  been 
since  the  settlement  of  the  country. 
In  consequence  of  these  unprece- 
dented rains,  followed  by  hot  wea- 
ther, sickness,  to  an  unusual  degree, 
has  visited  us  of  late.  Sickness,  too, 
has  proved  more  than  usually  fatal. 
Nor  has  my  family  escaped  the  visi- 
tation of  God.  On  the  13th  of  Sept., 
my  wife  was  taken  with  the  bilious 
fever,  and  continued  to  decline  till  the 
23d,  where  she  sweetly  slept  in  Jesus ; 
and  left  us  to  mourn,  not  her  loss,  but 
ours.  Her  death  was  eminently 
peaceful  and  happy. 


MISSOURI. 

From  Rev.  F,  R.  Gray,  New  Previ- 
dence,  Marion  Co. 

PREACHING  TOURS. 

During  the  quarter,  I  have  held 
several  meetings  abroad.  I  preached 
two  days  on  Sugar  creek,  in  Pike 
county,  embracing  the  last  Sabbath 
in  July,  received  one  member  to  the 
church  on  profession.  She  seems  to 
have  been  awakened  to  her  need  of 
an  interest  in  Christ,  at  a  meeting  I 
held  in  the  same  section  last  fall,  and 
hopefully  converted  at  the  meeting  I 
held  in  the  town  of  Louisiana,  in 
June  last.  She  was  the  only  one 
added  to  the  church  at  that  meeting. 
Two  or  three  others  appeared  to  be 
under  awakenings.  From  Sugar  creek 
I  went  to  Louisiana, and  preached  on 
Wednesday  night  j  hut  it  was  during 
the  time  of  a  large  political  conven- 
tion. Most  of  the  male  population 
were  absent  from  town:  and  such 
was  the  political  commotion  among 
those  that  remained,  that  you  could 
not  get  their  attention  to  religion  for 
an  hour.  The  congregation  was 
small,  and  the  interest  seemingly  not 
very  great. 

From  Louisiana,  I  went  to  Louis- 
ville, Lincoln  county,  and  preached 
there  three  days,  embracing  the  first 
Sabbath  in  August.    This  was  just 


preceding  the  general  election  in  this 
state.  Political  matters  were  still  the 
all  absorbing  theme.  There  wag 
some  apparent  seriousness  and  inte- 
rest in  the  meeting,  but  no  addition 
to  the  church. 

SICKNESS. 

From  Louisville  I  returned  home, 
and  found  sickness  spreading  consid- 
erably through  the  country,  and  that 
of  a  most  malignant  character.  There 
have  been  more  deaths  around  here 
since  the  20th  July  last,  than  during 
four  years  preceding.  The  preva- 
lent disease,  has  been  a  malignant 
grade  of  bilious  fever,  tending  to 
congestion;  the  patient  almost  inva- 
riably in  a  raving  delirium,  with  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  head,  and  in  several 
instances  death  has  followed  in  three 
or  four  days.  We  have  lost  one 
member  of  our  church  here — ^several 
others  have  been  sick,  but  are  mostly 
convalescent;  the  disease  seems  to 
be  abating.  I  have  had  to  preach  at 
as  many  funerals  during  the  past 
quarter,  as  in  four  years  previous. 

In  September,  I  spent  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  at  Newark.  The  weather 
was  rather  inclement,  and  the  house 
open  ;  but  still  the  meeting  was  inte- 
resting. On  that  occasion  six  per- 
sons added  to  that  little  church  ;  tour 
on  profession,  and  two  by  letter. 

CAMPBELLITES. 

The  Campbellites  came  on  here 
last  week,  after  the  close  of  our 
meetin^T,  and  commenced  at  Houston. 
[|  They  held  on  for  five  days  together, 
had  four  or  five  preachers,  denounced 
every  thing  that  is  really  religious; 
calling  it  superstition,  heresy,  rays- 
lery  of  Babylon,  &c.,  &c. ;  called  on 
every  body  to  be  immersed,  or  be 
lost ;  said  they  did  not  see  that  it  was 
possible  for  any  one  to  read  the  New 
Testament  and  be  saved  without  im- 
mersion, and  many  such  like  things 
they  did  ;  and  they  succeeded,  first 
and  last,  by  begging,  urging,  ridicu- 
ling, flattering,  &c.,  in  getting  about 
25  under  the  water.  The  great  mat- 
ter with  them  seems  to  be  to  get 
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them  under  the  water  and  into  their 
church,  and  then  they  may  live  as 
they  choose. 


"BE  YE   WARMED  AND  PILLED." 

Shall  this  be  alH  Will  not  the  christian 
reader  of  the  following  extract  do  something 
more  than  utter  an  ejaculation  of  pity  for 
the  writer — who  thus  apologizes  for  making 
his  draft  as  soon  as  it  was  due,  without  first 
Clearing  from  the  Society  1 

I  shall  venture  to  make  a  draft  for 
the  first  six  months  in  a  few  days.  I 
am  greatly  in  need  of  some  funds. 
My  whole  receipts  this  year  up  to  the 
present  time,  of  every  kind,  have  not 
amounted  to  fifty  dollars.  The  con- 
sequence is,  I  am  getting  very  much 
in  debt,  after  planning  every  way  I 
can  think  of  to  avoid  it.  The  regular 
meetings  of  our  Presbytery  and 
Synod,  take  place  now  in  a  few  days, 
hut  I  shall  be  compelled  to  remain  at 
home,  because  I  have  not  decent 
4;lothes.  I  have  not  a  coat  in  the 
world,  but  is  either  patched  or  in  need 
of  it.  I  have  nothing  to  buy  new 
clothes  with.  I  could  go  in  debt  for 
them,  but  whether  I  ever  should  be 
able  to  pay  for  them  is  uncertain.  It 
js  with  painful  emotions  I  make  this 
statement ;  but  I  must  make  it  to  you 
privately  as  a  friend.  If  your  Socie- 
ty cannot  aid  me  I  must  go  elsewhere, 
or  do  something  by  which  to  get  a 
living.  I  have  no  charge  to  make 
against  my  congregation  ;  were  they 
able  to  support  me  they  would  will- 
ingly do  it ;  but  they  are  not. 


ILLINOIS. 


We  have  received  into  the  com- 
munion of  our  church  one  by  letter 
and  one  by  profession.  The  case  of 
the  latter  was  somewhat  peculiar. 
He  was  the  last  son  of  one  of  our 
elders  who  had  not  made  a  profes- 
sion of  religion.  For  more  than  a 
year  he  had  been  an  inquirer,  until  a 
couple  of  weeks  before  he  presented 
himself  as  a  candidate  for  admission^ 


to  our  church.  It  was  then  he  was 
led  rightly  to  view  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ,  and  to  trust  in  him 
for  pardon  and  eternal  life.  But  it 
was  at  an  hour  when  we  were  called 
to  mourn  the  sudden  and  unexpected 
death  of  his  father. 

DEATH   OF   A  PATRIARCH. 

This  venerated  man,  (Joshua  C — ,) 
reminded  us  of  Joshua  who  led  the 
armies  of  Israel  into  the  promised 
land.  His  declaration  was,  that  '^As 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve 
the  Lord."  Behold  now  his  last  son, 
coming  forward,  and  with  all  the 
household  covenanting  to  serve  God. 
Brother  C.  had  brought  a  large  fami- 
ly from  Ohio,  and  furnished  them  all 
a  home  in  this  land  of  promise.  Then 
he  consecrated  a  town  lot  in  this  vil- 
lage, for  the  site  of  a  church;  one  acre 
of  land  convenient  for  a  church  bury- 
ing ground  ;  and  also  furnished  near- 
ly all  the  materials  for  the  edifice, 
and  paid  the  carpenter  for  finishing 
what  was  not  completed  by  the  co- 
operation of  our  members.  Thus, 
you  see,  in  fact,  that  he  led  a  small 
host  into  this  land  of  promise.  For 
them  a  dwelling  is  prepared  and  a 
place  to  worship  the  true  God  ;  and 
I  may  add,  that  he  has  been  the  fore- 
most in  procuring  a  priest  to  minis- 
ter at  the  altar,  for  this  consecrated 
band.  This  patriarchal  benevolence 
is  seldom  equalled,  and  perhaps  ne- 
ver surpassed.  The  greater  part  of 
his  family  live  in  this  vicinity,  and 
are  members  of  this  church.  His 
death  was  occasioned  by  the  inter- 
mittent fever,  which,  at  its  third  par- 
oxysm, terminated  his  valuable  life. 
To  us  it  is  a  severe  loss.  As  an  offi- 
cer and  benefactor  of  the  church,  jiis 
loss  is  apparently  irreparable.  To 
his  numerous  family,  it  is  a  sore  be- 
reavement, and  in  the  community  his 
place  cannot  soon  be  filled. 


HARD  TIMES. 


Owing  to  the  hardness  of  the  times 
I  have  had  to  struggle  with  poverty 
and  to  labor,  working  with  my  own 
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hands,  knowing  I  could  not  pay  if  I 
hired.  It  was,  obviously,  necessary 
to  make  considerable  repairs  on  my 
dwelling,  so  that  considerable  of  my 
time  has  been  appropriated  to  fixing 
it.  And,  in  the  true  language  of  one  of 
our  benevolent  committees,  I  have 
been  fixing  a  "«^eZ/er"  for  my  family. 
Now,  sir,  could  you  see  its  still  un- 
finished state,  entirely  open— my  fa- 
mily sick — probably  caused  by  this 
frontier  exposure — you  would  say, 
"  work  with  all  your  might  in  your 
appropriate  calling,  and  doubtless 
some  benefactor  will  promptly  af- 
ford you  aid."  Secular  labor  is  a 
resource  to  which  I  reluctantly  re- 
sort, but  it  is  a  "  work  of  necessity." 


APPLICATION  FOR  AID. 

In  the  exercise  of  unfeigned  grati- 
tude for  the  past,  we  renew  our  re- 
quest for  aid.  Through  the  Society's 
assistance  we  have  been  enabled  to 
sustain — or  at  least  to  retainour  min- 
ister. The  church  and  people  are 
happily  united  in  him,  and  feel  that 
they  must  enjoy  his  labors  still. 
At  present,  we  are  unable  to  sustain 
him  without  foreign  aid.  Indeed,  we 
find  ourselves  actually  leas  able  than 
we  felt  ourselves  to  be  when  we  first 
subscribed  for  his  support.  Some 
that  subscribed,  have  with  their  pov- 
erty, been  long  sick,  and  cannot  pay 
any  thing.  This  season  we  realize 
a  general  failure  in  our  wheat  crop, 
from  the  rust.  Many  of  us  have  suf- 
fered an  entire  failure.  Others,  who 
would  have  had  from  five  to  eight 
hundred  bushels,  had  it  not  failed, 
Will  not  have  enough  to  pay  their 
subscription.  Added  to  this,  all  are 
in  distress  how  we  shall  meet  the 
coming  sale  of  our  lands  by  the  Go- 
vernment. We  do  hope  for  a  bright- 
er day  ere  long,  but  at  present  must 
submit  to  be  beggars — yet  for  nothing 
but  the  BLESSED  GOSPEL.  How  Can 
we  and  our  children  live  without 
this,  in  our  infant  state?  As  it  re- 
spects the  /uture,  every  thing  is  de- 
pending upon  the  hand  that  moulds 
us  now.  May  God  save  us  from  the 
spoiler ! 


From  Bev.  4.  Gasion^  dap  Grov^ 
Lee  Co. 


SICKNESS. 

The  last  quarter  has  heen  one  of 
constant  labor.  1  do  not  remember 
for  years,  to  have  experienced  three 
months  of  more  pressing  duties.  The 
merciful  visitation,  mentioned  in  my 
last,  has  been  speedily  followed  by 
one  of  judgment.  For  this  place,  the 
sickness  has  been  alarming,  and  the 
deaths  frequent.  One  of  the  promi- 
nent members  of  this  little  church 
has  been  called  away  from  the  earth 
— his  loss  is  deeply  felt.  On  him 
rested  one-fifth  of  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  church,  both  temporal  and 
spiritual.  All  the  other  deaths  here, 
have  been  among  the  impenitent. 
Surely  God  has  spoken  in  language 
of  fearful  import !  This  community 
has  been  solemn  in  the  midst  of  these 
judgments,  but  as  yet  manifest  no 
disposition  to  forsake  their  sins  and 
obey  the  Lord — they  appear  like  men 
astonished  at  some  sudden  and  alarm- 
ing dispensation,  but  whose  amaze- 
ment is  soon  succeeded  by  a  stoical 
indifference,  and  return  to  their  form- 
er course.  The  carelessness  which  a 
portion  of  this  community  manifest 
on  the  subject  of  religion,  is  really 
distressing.  Many  of  these  individu- 
als too,  either  are,  or  have  been  pro- 
fessorsofreligion— they  belong,  how- 
ever, mostly  to  that  class  of  religion- 
ists who  reject  some  of  the  cardinal 
features  of  the  Gospel. 

At  Rock  River  Rapids,  both  of  the 
physicians,  and  a  great  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  have  been  sick.  For 
the  want  of  medical  attendance  and 
proper  care,  many  have  died.  Some- 
times, before  reaching  my  home,  af- 
ter attending  a  funeral,  a  message  has 
reached  me  to  attend  another.  In 
the  space  of  three  weeks,  I  have  re- 
ceived as  many  as  twelve  such  messa- 
ges. In  the  midst  of  the  afSiiction  that 
has  surrounded  me,  I  have  enjoyed 
comfortable  health.  Providence  has 
mercifully  shielded  myself  and  fa- 
mily. 

The  congregation  on  the  Sahbath, 
at  this  place,  has  decreased  conside- 
rably since  the  sickness  commenced; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


184a 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


185 


and  the  Sabbath  school,  for  some 
weeks,  has  been  almost  extinct. 

Our  Bible  Society  is  progressing 
with  considerable  success,  in  explor- 
ing and  supplying  this  extensive  re- 
gion. Our  agent  has  been  in  the 
field,  most  of  the  time,  since  March. 


INDIANA. 

VARIOUS  TRIALS  AND  SUCCESSES. 

Since  the  receipt  of  my  commis- 
sion, I  have  had  almost  constant  af- 
fliction in  my  family.  My  wife  is  at 
this  time  in  bad  health,  and  in  a  state 
ot  mental  derangement.  My  afflic- 
tions and  trials  are  many  and  heavy ; 
but  the  grace  of  God  will  be  sufficient 
for  me.  Although  we  have  not  had 
such  precious  seasons  of  refreshing 
Within  our  bounds  as  usual,  yet,  we 
have  not  been  left  without  some  mer- 
cy drops.  During  the  last  missiona- 
ry year,  we  had  an  addition  of  about 
twenty  to  the  church,  by  examina- 
tion. In  the  period  that  has  elapsed 
of  the  present  year,  only  two  addi- 
tions have  been  made,  though  I  trust, 
good  has  been  done.  For  about 
six  months,  I  have  preached  part  of 

the  time  at • ;  and  here,  also, 

five  or  six  have  been  added  to  the 
church  on  examination. 

Among  our  greatest  hindrances, 
is  the  high  political  excitement  pre- 
vailing universally  through  the  coun- 
try. On  this  subject,  professors  of 
religion  think  they  are  doing  God 
service  to  expend  almost  all  their 
zeal.  But  we  trust  this  storm  will 
soon  have  passed  over.  We  have 
had  more  than  usual  sickness  in  my 
church.  Several  worthy  members 
have  been  reduced  very  low.  But 
with  myself,  it  has  been  a  season  of 
special  trial.  Billow  after  billow  of 
affliction  has  gone  over  me,  but  the 
Lord  holds  me  up.  I  greatly  need 
your  prayers  that  all  these  things 
may  be  sanctified  to  me.  I  think  that 
my  heart  is  drawn  more  closely  to 
God  than  ever  before ;  and  that  1  am 
more  determined,  if  my  afflictions  are 
removed  so  as  to  allow  it,  to  double  || 
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my  diligence  in  the  cause  of   my 
blessed  Master. 

There  are  those— aBd  they  are  becoming 
more  numerous — who  do  not  leserve  aU 
their  religious  interest  far  marvellous  and 
romantic  themes ;  but  have  also  the  sense 
to  appreciate,  and  the  heart  to  pity,  the  la- 
bors and  the  sorrows  of  the  faithful  laborer 
in  the  west.  We  feel  confident  that  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  trials  of  our  brother  will  awaken 
the  sympathy  of  the  friends  of  Home  Mis- 
sions, and  that  they  will  remember  him  and 
his  afflicted  companion,  in  their  prayers  to 
the  compassionate  Saviour. 


MICHIGAN. 

From  the  Rev,  O.  C.  TJumpsoUy  Port 
Huron. 

This  last  quarter  began  with  the 
same  encouraging  prospects  that 
have  cheered  us  from  the  commence- 
ment of  our  labors  in  this  place,  one 
year  ago.  A  church  of  20  members 
was  formed  in  the  spring,  to  which 
8  have  been  added  during  this  quar- 
ter. A  religious  society  has  also 
been  organized,  by  the  choice  of 
trustees ;  as  the  law  provides.  Our 
little  meeting  house  was  well  filled, 
and  the  Sabbath  school  well  attended, 
dnd  the  effect  has  been  such,  that 
every  body  here  admits  that  a  favor- 
able change  is  taking  place.  But  we 
have  had  a  sad  stale  of  things  for  a 
few  weeks  past.  Disease  has  enter- 
ed every  famil>;  and  laid  hold  of  al- 
most every  individual.  Many  have 
died  very  suddenly.  Among  the 
number  that  are  gone,  are  some  of 
whom  we  have  no  hope.  O  how  dis- 
tressing for  a  pastor  to  see  his  peo- 
ple dying  without  hope  I  But  in  the 
midst  of  this  distress  we  have  joy* 
Some  have  left  the  cheering  hope 
that  they  have  gained  even  more  than 
we  have  lost  by  their  death. 

JtJST  IN  TIME. 

One  was  a  beloved  and  substantial 
member  of  this  church  who  hoped 
that  he  gave  his  heart  to  God  lhi» 
last  year.    He  was  a  young  married 
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man.  Until  the  commenceinentof  f^t> 
year  he  had  lived  entirely  indifferent 
to  religion  ;  and  when  I  first  preach- 
ed in  his  neighborhood,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  surprise  to  his  neighbors,  that 
he  should  go  to  meeting.  He  and 
bis  wife  came  into  the  church  in  Ju- 
ly, giving  most  satisfactory  evidence 
of  true  conversion.  The  last  time  I 
saw  him,  he  led  his  three  children  to 
the  baptisrpal  font  and  gave  them  to 
the  Lord.  His  work  thos  done,  he 
died,  leaning  upon  the  support  that 
David  said  would  sustain  him  while 
walking  through  the  dark  valley. 

But  he  is  not  the  only  one  in  this 
place  that  I  hope  has  given  his  heart 
to  God  during  this  year,  as  blessings 
attending  the  means  that  you  have 
helped  to  sustain,  and  which  without 
your  help  would  not  probably  have 
been  used.  O  tell  the  rich  churches, 
that  $125  has  been  the  means  of 
building  up  a  church  of  28  members 
on  the  frontiers  of  our  nation ;  and 
what  is  more  than  all,  of  gathering 
precious,  immortal  souls  into  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom,  and  of  feeding 
them  who  are  famishing  for  the 
bread  of  eternal  life !  O  yes,  tell 
them  SOULS  are  perisqing  and  unless 
help  arrives  soon  it  will  be  too  late. 
To  have  neglected  ibis  place  one  year 
more— O  how  different  the  condition 
of  some  of  its  late  inhabitants !  Me- 
thinks  I  hear  R.  K.  6.  praising  his 
Savior  and  his  God  in  paradise,  for 
the  beneficence  bestowed  through 
you  for  the  last  year. 

There  is  still  no  fellow  laborer  in 
this  county.  I  have  now  comple- 
ted a  church  organization  in  each  of 
the  four  villages  on  the  river  St. 
Clair,  which  is  about  20  miles  long. 
All  these  I  have  to  look  after.  Do 
send  us  help — for  help  is  needed. 


TRIALS   GREATER    THAN    MERE    PECUNI- 
ARY Want. 

In  addition  to  other  embarrass- 
ments of  churches  here  in  the  wil- 
derness, our  little  society  has  been 
'sorely  afflicted  with  sickness,  which 
at  times,  has  greatly  diminished  our 
numbers  upon  the  Sabbath  and  other 
Yeligious  meetings. 

I  fully  believe  that  none  but  a  mis- 


sionary can  duly  appreciate  all  the 
trials  of  one  who  is  stationed  on 
these  outposts  of  Zion.  Pecuniary 
embarrassments,  however  great,  sore 
and  trying  they  may  be,^  are  but  an 
item  ill  the  account.  Most  of  the 
professors  of  religion  come  to  this 
country  to  get  rich ;  and  this  they 
mean  to  do.  Many  of  these  come 
here,  and  never  connect  themselves 
with  any  church,  feel  any  responsi- 
bility, or  do  any  thing  for,  but  much 
to  hinder  the  work  of  God.  Others 
have  connected  themselves  with  our 
churches,  but  in  the  time  of  our  late 
speculations,  purchased  so  much  land, 
imbibed  such  loose  and  unchristian 
habits,  that  they  are  not  only  embar- 
rassed now  with  their  debts,  but  are 
dishonest  men — worse  than  drones  in 
the  church.  They  may  be  called 
•*  troublers  in  Israel."  This  throws 
an  intolerable  burden  upon  those  who 
*'have  a  mind  to  work.''  Indeed  in 
many  of  our  churches  the  whole 
burden  of  labor  in  meetings,  visiting 
and  pecuniary  affairs,  falls  upon  a 
few  men — and  your  missionary, 
pressed  down  under  accumulated 
labors,  cries  out,  "Lord,  who  hath 
believed  our  report," — and  in  his 
groans  and  intercessions,  often  wa- 
ters his  couch  with  his  tears,  when 
he  thinks  of  souls  about  him  ready 
to  perish.  He  feels  willing  to  live 
and  die  in  the  field,  if  it  be  the  will  of 
the  Lord.    But  what  shall  he  do  ? 

A  minister  here  with  a  bleeding 
heart  has  to  watch  and  pray,  lest  he 
lapse  into  the  snares  of  the  devil. 
Then  he  must  rebuke,  entreat,  ad- 
vise—roust preach  publicly  and  from 
house  to  hou^e.  He  must  know 
whereof  he  affirms,  and  be  ready  to 
defend  it.  He  must  traverse  swamps, 
ford  rivers,  travel  on  fool — in  short, 
become  all  things  to  all  places  and 
toallmen.  His  closet  andstudy  must 
not  be  neglected,  though  amid  the 
accumulated  labor,  he  has  to  attend 
to  these  duties  as  by  stealth.  Do  not 
think  I  am  complaining  of  my  lot. 
No,  i  counted  the  cost  as  well  as  I 
could  before  I  came  here.  I  feel  con- 
tented and  happy  to  remain  here  as 
long  as  it  seems  duty,  though  many, 
and  before,  untried  discouragements 
appear. 
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THE  HOPE  OP  THE  COUNTRY. 

Allheaiis  are  hoping  for  better  times.  The 
fitateBmaa  expects  a  poli^ipal  DailieQium, 
when  the  dear  people  shall  elect  the  men 
who  adopt  his  views  of  government.'  The 
tradesman  and  the  agriculturist  are  hoping 
ibr  an  improved  currency  and  better  markets, 
to  i>e  brought  about  by  some  great  financial 
operations,  or  by  the  commotions  of  the  old 
world. 

There  is,  indeed,  hope  for  this  land ;  but 
not  mainly  from  sources  such  as  these. 
There  is  hope  that  the  Oospel  will  so  per- 
vade the  living  channels  of  the  social  body, 
as  to  bear  health  and  vigor  to  every  part. 
It  is  not  to  the  ^reat  men  assembled  at 
Washington,  and  in  our  respective  state 
capitals,  that  we  look  for  the  most  important 
agency  to  make  the  people  happy.  Their 
wisdom  may  assuage,  or  iheir  folly  aggra- 
vate the  symptoms  of  our  national  maladies. 
But,  under  God,  our  hope  for  this  country  is 
in  the  unpraised,  and  almost  unnoted  labors 
of  those  quiet  men,  who,  scattered  here  and 
there  throughout  the  land,  are  teaching  the 
p^ple  to  honor  Grod  and  to  love  man— who 


are  holding  up  before  every  oopacjence  the 
portraiture  of  the  divine  character,  and  thus 
rebuking  sin  and  winning  to  the  practice  of 
virtue.  They  are  the  best  legislators  who 
make  every  man  a  law  unto  himself,  and 
erect  a  tribunal  in  every  bosom,  and  seat 
thereon  an  enlightened  conscience.  An 
agency  like  this  is  the  nation's  great  hope. 
It  can  make  the  covetous  to  delight  in 
generous  deeds— the  grasping  hand  of  ava- 
rice to  unclench  at  the  cry  of  distress— the 
reckless  to  respect  the  authority  of  law,  and 
observe  the  order  of  society.  It  can  melio- 
rate, if  it  cannot  remove,  half  the  evils  of 
which  men  complain,  and  can  forestall  the 
other  half,  by  taking  the  rising  generation 
by  the  hand  and  leading  it  into  the  safe 
paths  of  piety  and  intelligence. 

This  is  our  country's  hope.  O,  shall  not 
such  an  instrumentality  be  sustained  and 
enUrgedl  Shall  the  ministry  of  Clod's  ap- 
pointment be  trodden  down  in  the  tumul- 
tuous rush  of  political  strife,  or  starved  into 
inefl&clency  by  a  failure,  on  the  part  of  those 
it  has  already  blessed,  to  appreciate  its 
value  ? 


AppointmerUs  by  the  Executive  CommiUee  of  the  A,  H.  M.  S.,  from  October  Id   to 

November  1st,  1840. 


Re-appointed. 

Rev.  A.  W.  Gray,  Cong'l  ch.  Portland,  N.  Y. 
Re?.  D.  K.  Gully,  5th  ch.  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Jo.<.  M  S»dd,  Kdeu,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  James  Millar,  Cong'l  ch.  Ohateaugav,  N.  Y. 

Rev More,  Presb.  ch.  Black  Rock,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  H.  Patrick,  Tellico  Plains,  Ten. 

Rev.  S.  G.  Lowry,  Parkernburg  and  Rockville,  Indl. 

Rev.  Ebeiiezer  Brown,  B.'oomuigviUe,  111. 

Rev.  A.  L.  Peiinoyer,  Griggsville,  III. 

Rev.  Justin  Marsh,  Leoni,  Mich. 

Rev.  Geo.  Horjiell,  White  Lake,  Mich. 


Rev.  S.  Ellis,  Triangle,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Lord,  Borodioo,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  A.  G.Orton.Greeu,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Northrop,  Massena,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Phinehas  Bailey,  Ticonderojga,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  B.  F.  Morris,  Carthage,  HI. 

.  Not  in  commission  last  year. 

Rev.  Philander  Barbour,  Presb.  ch.  Fort  Ann,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  N.  Wright,  to  go  to  Bolvidere,  III. 
Rev.  James  A.  Hawley,  to  go  to  Illinois.  \ 


TAc  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledgesthc  receipt  of 
the  following  swns,  from  October  ist  to  November  Ist,  1840. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE- 
Concord,  legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Susannah 

Brown,  by  S.  Ambrose,  Esq.  $200  00 

Hancock,  an   individual,  by  F.  N.  Fisk, 
E.q.  1  W) 

MASS4CHUSETTS- 
Danvers,  iu  part  of  bequest  of  the  late 

Rev.  George  Cowles,  by  Rev.  J.  O.  A. 

Ed  jell,  Adm*r,  187  50 


RHODE  ISLAND— 
Providence,  Benjamin  Dyer,  to  const.  John 
D.  Potter,  of  Leicester,  a  L.  M.  30  OO 

CONNECTICUT— 
Darlen,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  W.  Whiting,  41  12 

Fairfield  Co.,  West  H.  M.  Soc.  by  G.  St. 
John,  Treas.,  viz., 
Bridgeport,  Deac.  W.  De  Forrest,  3  00 

Stamford,  First  Cong.  Ch. 


SO  00 
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Fairfield,  Fritnd/  9  00 

Sarwuiloo,  Rev.  C.  Bestley,  5  00 

ystic  Bridf  e^  Aux.  H.  M.  Soc.  in  part  to 
const.  Beigamin  F.  Hozie  a  L.  If .  by 
Eliza  H.  Falmer,  Trees.  10  00 

New-Haven,  East  DisL  H.  M.  Assoc,  by 
H.  £.  Uodf  es,  Trees.,  viz., 
Durham,  Benev.  Soc  30  00 

New-Haven,  West  Dist.  H.  H.  Assoe.,  by 
A.  Townseod,  jr.,  Trees., 
Waterbury,  in  pert  of  legacy  of  the  late 
Ann  Clark,  C.  NetUeton,  Ex'r,  10  00 

New-Haven,  A.  H.  Maltby,  L.BL30}  Si- 
meon &Chlttenden4^lf.30;  Titus  Street, 
L.  M.  30 ;  others,  30,  ISO  00  j 

New  Milford,  Ladies'  Mite  Soc,  Miss  G. 

M.  Merwin,  Trees.,  17  00 

Simsbury,  in  part  of  lee acy  of  the  late 
ThamesWilcox,  by  B.  Ely,  Ex'r,  50  00  ' 

Stoning  ton,  Fern.  Auz.  by  Hiss  Sheffield,    2U  00 
NEW-YURK— 
Centreville,  Green  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Fresb.  ch., 

by  Rev.  T.  Blair,  30  00 

New- York  City,  viz., 
BUecker  St.  Ch.  mon.  con.  colL  by  BL 

Wilbur,  12  95 

Central  Pre»b.  Ck.,  W.  C.  SmiUe,  10  00 

P0arl  St.  Ch.  mon.  con.  colL,  by   U. 

Aikman,  43  75 

Second  Avenue  Presb.  Ch,,  viz.. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Armstrong,  D.  D.,  a  L.  M.  30  00 

Friend,Fir8t  Annual  Subscription,  6  UO 

8and  Lake,  Presb.  Ch.  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Dana,   7  50 

Ticonderoga,Cong.Ch.,by  Rev.  P.  Bailey,  25  00 

Troy,  2d  Pre«b.  Ch.  Ladies'  H.  BL  Assoc,  i 

40  20 ;  Genu  H.  M.  Assoc,  59  30,  by  I 

C.  Lyman,  100  00  : 

West  Point,  Mrs.  Sophia  B.  Ford,  5  00  i 

NEW-JERSEY— 

Hanover,  Presb.  Ch.,  in  addition  to  6  75  to 

const.  Rev.  T.  Sydenham  Ward  a  L.  M.  23  25 
Madison,  Ladies' Sew.  Soc,  by  T.Hast- 
ings, 35  00 
Morristown,  Mrs.  C.B.  Arden,  by  Mr.  Cone,  50  00 
Newark,  David  Hayes,  to  be  apjpropriated 
by  the  standing  committee  of  the  N.  Y. 
Cong.  Assoc,                                             100  00 
PENNSYLVANIA— 

Wysox,  A.  C.  Hinman,  by  Rev.  M.Thatcber,  2  00 
INDIANA— 

Greenwood,  Rev. P.  S.Cleland,  1  00 

ILLINOIS— 

Wa V  ufisville,  colL  by  Rer.  J^  Porter,  62 

mCHIQAN- 
Ypsilanti,  in  part  of  colL  by  Rev.  I.  M. 
Wead.  10  00 

WISCONSIN  TERRITORY— 
Milwaukie,  Mrs.  Jam«sH.  Rogers,  1 ;  Mrs. 
E.  Hinman,  I  50,  by  Rev.  S.  Peet,  2  50 

LOWER  CANADA- 
Huntingdon,  legacy  of  the  late  Wm,  Clyde, 
by  Key.  D.  Dobie,  ,  100  00 

TOME  MISSIONARY,  2d  56 


$1376  77 
J.  CORNING,  TVeower. 


fteuiptt  of  the  Philadelphia  Jgene^,  from  June  1st 
to  July  U(,  1840,  Rev.  C.  R.  FairchUd,  Secre- 
tarf, 

PENNSYLVANIA- 
Lower  Providence,  Presb.  Ch.coll.  Iq  pi^t,  10  50 

Marple,  Presb.  Cb.,  bal.  of  coL  3  00 

Neshamiiiy,  Presb.  Ch.  do.  54  00 

New  Londjou,  10  00 
Philadelphia,  viz., 

Firit  Pretb,  Ch.  baL  of  coll  95  00 


•Third Freei.  Oh.  K  N,  Lewis,3;  an- 

known,  0  50,  3  M 

Fifth  Preob.  Ch.  bal.  of  colL  391  fi2 
Jforthem  Liberties,  let  Preeb.  Cjl.  baL        96  00 

Sonthwarh  let  Preob.  ph.  S5  00 

Westchester,  a  lady,  '  2  00 

York,  Rev.  Dr.  CathcarL   •  10  00 
DELAWARE— 
Cantwell's  Bridge  and  Port  Penn  Presb. 

Churches,  bal.  15  00 

Christiann,  Preeb.  Ch.  10  00 

St.  George's       do       bal.  30  00 

MARYLAND- 

Elkton,  a  Friend,  20  00 

|7I5jB2 

Reee^fU  of  the  Central  Agency  at  VHcm,  N.  T. 

from  August  1st  to  OcL  22d,  1840,  Reu.  A.  Ormne, 

Secretary. 
Alder  Creek,  9  25 

Baldwinsville,  12  40 

Bingbamton,  Purtis  Thorp,  Sp  00 

Borodino,  i.  S.  Lord,  1  50 

Burrville,  6  50 

Constebleville,  4  00 

Cooperstown,  26  10 

East  Whitehall,  25  58 

Fairvale,  Fem.  H,  M.  Soc,  Mrs.  Oliphant, 

Treas.,  16  qq 

Glen's  Falls,  to  aonst  Rev.  J.  T.  ScovUl 

a  L.  M.  32  89 

Jefferson  Co.,  Young  Men's  H.  M.  Soc,  T. 

C.  Snow,  Trees.,  35  00 

Keeseville,  coll.  50  49 ;  mon.  con.  coll. 27  51,  78  00 
Kingsboro,  Henry  Jones,  10  00 

Lowvilie,  18  50 

Middlefield  Centre,  coll.,  34;  A,  Parmelee,  3,  37  00 
Middle  Granville,  2I  72 

Plattsburg,  28  25 

Rodman,  11  28 

Rome,  2d  Ch.  bal.  2  00 

Sackett's  Harbor,  25  00 

VQiney,  3  37 

Watertowo,  1st  Ch.  25  QO 

Wrst  L^ydon,  1  OO 

Whitehall,  to  const.  Rer.  Lewis  Kellog g ,  a 

L.  D.  100  00 

•_  $562  24 

ReceipU  of  the  Ifeio-Hampehire  Mies.  Soc.  from 
Sept.  1st  fOcU  1st,  1840,  Reo.B.  P.  Stone,  Secre- 
tary. 

Cent  Institution,  293  10 

Antrim,  Conff.  Soc,  5167 

Gilmautoo,  Mrs.  Moody,  ann-  sub.,  2  00 

Temple,  Rev.  Mr.  Jewett's  Soc,  17  89 ;  mon. 

con.  coll.,  7  II,  25  00 

Amherst,  Cong. Soc, 56 {Maternal Assoc, 5,  61  00 
Milford,  Nath'l  Jewett,  5  00 

Mollis,  Cong.  Soc.  31  39 

Mouat  Vernon,  J.  A.  Starrett,  10;  HA.  E. 

Starrett,  10,  20  00 

Concord,  legacy  of  Mrs.  Susannah  Brown, 

dec'd,  per  S.  Ambrose,  ^x'r,  100  00 

Cbenter,  Mrs.  Pemis  Bell,  6  00 

Hanover,  Dartmouth  College  Cong.  Soc,  46  00 
"  ProC  A.  Crosby,  ]0  00 

Pembroke,  Cong.  Soc,  7  oO 

Canterbury,  Mrs.  Leavitt  Ciough,  5  00 

Caudia,  Mrs.   Elizabeth  L.  Browa,  0  37;* 

Gent.  Assoc,  6  ^l,  6  58 

New-Market,  Mrs.  Garland,  1  00 

#670  <tf 
*  OmiUed  inthelMtt  eicknowUdgmenU 
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THE    PASTOR'S    JOURNAL, 

OR, 

fMLfiVCfiES  OF  RCAi« CHAJtACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FAGT8,  FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY  BT  CLERGYMEN. 


A  PASTOR'S  TESTIMONY, 

RESPECTING  THE   INFLUENCE   OF  DEATH 
UPON  SURVIVING  FRIENDS.* 

I  WAS  ordained  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry  in  1818.  In  the  twenty -two 
years  which  have  passed  over  me,  as 
a  pastor,  I  have  witnessed  changes 
among  the  flocks  committed  to  my 
charge,  (for  in  these  revolutionary 
days  I  have  not  been  stationary,) 
similar  to  those  which  every  pastor 
witnesses — the  breaking  up  of  many 
happy  families  by  that  destroyer 
which  spares  neither  age  nor  sex ; 
that  regards  not  the  widow's  sorrow, 
— that  IS  not  moved  by  parental  tears, 
nor  the  anguish  of  orphans,  nor  the 
writhing  agoniesof  the  lovely,  cherub- 
like forms  clinging  to  the  mother's 
bosom,  nor  the  preparatives  for  the 
bridal  hour.  Now,  as  gray  hairs  are 
thickly  sown  over  my  head,  I  gather 
up  a  tew  statistics  from  my  journal, 
and  transmit  them  to  you,  and,  in  the 
present  article,  will  refer  particularly 
to  the  records  of  death,  and  some  of 
its  results  on  survivors,  so  far  as 
known. 

The  funerals  I  have  attended  have 
varied  from  ten  to  thirty  in  a  year. 
The  average  number  has  been  fifteen, 
the  whole  amounting  to  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty.  Most  tender  are  the 
recollections  associated  with  the  re- 


*  The  result  which  the  writer  of  this  article  de- 
duces from  his  own  obserratioo,  is  one  of  so  much 
interest,  that  it  is  desirable  to  kuow  whether  the 
experience  of  other  pautors  is  of  the  same  charac- 
ter. We,  therefore,  invite  communications  from 
those  whose  age  and  familiarity  with  the  incidents 
of  pastoral  life,  quality  them  to  bear  testimony  on 
the  sabjeet 


miniscence  of  these  more  than  three 
hundred  families  while  passing 
through  scenes  of  affliction.  It  has 
been  my  impression,  even  from  the 
early  period  of  my  ministry,  that  fa- 
milies in  sorrow  were  singled  out  by 
the  providence  of  God,  as  those  who 
demanded  the  prayers,  the  sympa- 
thies and  faithful  instructions  of  a 
pastor,  and  I  have  attempted  to  study 
for  the  ways  in  which  good  might  be 
done  to  those,  on  whom  God  has  thus 
laid  his  chastening  hand.  And  as  the 
destroyer  has  thrice  entered  my  own 
dwelling,  the  impression  has  gathered 
strength,  that  the  afflicted  should  be 
the  objects  of  pastoral  labor  and  soli- 
citude, and  that  hours  so  marked,  are 
critical  hours  in  human  existence. 
More  than  three  hundred  times  I 
have  thus,  as  a  pastor,  been  admon- 
ished of  my  own  mortality,  and  in  a 
most  interesting  manner  reminded, 
that  what  I  have  to  do  for  those  over 
whom  I  watch,  must  be  done  quickly. 
It  gives  me  a  sensation  of  alarm  for 
my  own  soul,  to  think  that  I  have 
been  benefitted  so  little,  if,  indeed  at 
all,  by  the  events  to  which  I  now  re- 
fer. 

It  would  seem  that  a  pastor,  amid 
such  scenes,  in  studying  how  to  guide 
mourners,  and  assist  them  by  precept, 
and  example,  and  prayer,  to  derive 
benefit  from  these  lessons  of  God's 
providence,  would  certainly  have  his 
own  heart  subdued  and  softened,  and 
in  some  degree,  conformed  to  the 
image  of  him  who  took  our  infirmities 
and  bore  our  sicknesses;  who  was 
afflicted  in  all  'the  afflictions  of  his 
people ;  but  I  cannot  recur  to  these 
pages  of  my  journal  and  review  the 
records  of  sorrow,  more  than  three 
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hundred  times  repeated,  without  hav- 
ing occasion  to  cry  out  in  anguish, 
**  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  ac- 
cording to  thy  loving  kindness,  ac- 
cording to  the  multitude  of  thy  ten- 
der mercies,  blot  out  my  transgres- 
sion. Pardon  mine  iniquity  for  it  is 
great." 

"  Am  from  the  wing,  no  scar,  the  sky  retains, 
The  parted  wave,  no  furrow  from  the  keel, 
So  dies  in  human  hearts  the  thought  of  death." 

It  is  not  in  affliction,  however  se- 
vere or  oft- repeated,  to  make  the 
heart  better,  but  in  the  operations  of 
the  Spirit^  whose  province  it  is,  to 
perform  this  wonderful  work,  by 
means  of  his  own  choosing.  No 
quality  or  quantity  of  sorrow  on 
account  of  the  loss  of  friends,  will 
transform  the  heart  and  fit  it  for  hea- 
ven. This  is  the  office  of  Him.  who 
reproves  of  sin,  and  takes  of  the 
things  of  Christ,  and  reveals  them  to 
the  soul,  and  enstamps  the  blessed 
Image  of  Jesus  there;  and  he  will 
never  give  this  glory  to  another. 

Of  the  number  of  mourners,  with 
whom  twenty-two  years  of  pastoral 
experience  allows  me  to  speak,  I  can 
say,  that  of  those  who  had  previously 
given  evidence  of  piety,  the  effect  has 
generally  been  to  enliven  the  chris- 
tian graces,  embitter  sin,  render  the 
world  more  empty,  endear  the  Savior, 
and  cherish  the  temper  of  the  hea- 
venly. Some  delightful  illustrations  \ 
are  recollected  where  the  children  of 
God  have  been  heard  saying,  "It  is 

food  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted." 
'athera,  mothers,  widows,  orphans, 
have  felt  that  God  was  wise  and  faith- 
ful, and  kind,  and  paternal,  in  correc- 
ting them,  and  one  like  unto  the  Son 
of  God  has  been  seen  walking  with 
them  in  the  furnace.  But  of  those 
who  were  impenitent,  connected  with 
the  three  hundred  and  thirty  families 
—most  of  which  I  have  visited  re- 
peatedly in  the  attempt  to  discharge 
pastoral  duties — it  is  astounding  to 
me  to  think  how  few  have  given  any 
evidence  of  having  been  savingly 
benefitted  by  their  sorrows. 

I  can  recall  to  memory  but  six  af- 
fording evidence,  followed  by  a  holy 
li&,  w!ho  dated  the  commeacement  of  | 


their  serious  impressions  to  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  in  chastising  them. 
I  have  known  many  others  who  have 
had  their  attention  arrested,  their  feet 
turned  to  the  sanctuary,  who,  in  the 
process  of  months  or  years,  became 
humble  Christians,  and  they  date  the 
incipient  moment  of  tenderness  to 
those  afflictions  which  broke  their 
hold  of  the  world,  and  led  them  to  the 
hearing  of  the  Gospel  and  the  study 
of  the  Bible ;  but  the  affliction  was  ra- 
ther the  means  to  other  means  than 
immediately  connected  with  their 
conversion.  It  has  not  been  death, 
or  sorrow  from  the  loss  of  friends, 
which  has  done  good  to  their  sojulsy 
but  the  glorious  truths  of  revelation. 
Only  six  out  of  the  multitude  of  the 
impenitent  who  have  weptat  the  more 
than  three  hundred  funerals,  have  in- 
dulged hope  that  the  sorrow  on  ac- 
count of  the  loss  of  friends  has  been 
connected  with  that  godly  sorrow^ 
which  needeth  not  to  he  repented  ot. 

In  connection  with  other  means,-r- 
particularly  parental  faithfulness  and 
Sabbath  school  instruction,  and  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  ready- 
ing of  evangelical  books— the  cases 
of  hopeful  conversion  have  varie4 
from  eight  to  thirty  annually,  ave- 
raging about  ten  each  year.  I  speak 
not  now  of  those  who  have  thought 
themselves  Christians,  but  of  such  as, 
by  their  lives,  have  made  the  imjpre.s- 
sion  on  others,  and  brought  forth 
fruit  by  which  Jesus  has  authorized 
his  people  to  form  an  opinion  respec- 
ting character,— there  has  been  such 
love  of  the  discriminating  doctjines of 
revelation,  such  delight  in  the  duties 
of  the  Gospel,  such  decision  ani 
meek,  patient  continuance  in  well-do- 
ing, so  Christ-like,  such  an  anticipa- 
tion of  heaven,  as  to  lead  others  to  see 
their  good  works.  Out  of  about  two 
hundred  who  have  indulged  hop.e,.nQt 
more  than  one  in  forty  have  traced 
the  means  of  their  change,  to  events 
which  it  would  seem  might  have 
awakened  the  most  heedless  from 
their  stupidity. 

The  inquiry  has  often  arisen,  why 
have  these  visitations  from  God's 
hand  left  no  oftener  such  impressions 
as  are  connected  with  the  salvation  of 
the  soul?  Perhaps,  it  may  be  said  as  ap 
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tfOdWet  touching  tUisr  very  topic,  that 
it  is  not  without  an  important  mean- 
ing, that  God  has  authorised  an  in- 
spired Writer  to  say^  "Thou  hast 
magnified  thy  word  abo^e  all  thy 
ftame."  No  other  communications 
from  himself  have  had  this  honor, 
as  instrumental  of  saving  the  soul. 
h  has  not  pleased  God  to  convert  men 
by  sickness,  or  by  the  death  of  friends, 
but  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching, 
by  the  presentation  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  cross,  in  conversation,  in  read- 
ing and  parental  instruction. 

But  the  inqairy  may  still  come  up. 
Why  are  hot  people  aroused  by  these 
^tartlingevents  to  consider  their  ways, 
and  loolc  for  the  light  which  revela- 
tion affords  ?  May  it  not  be,  that  the 
customs  of  society  in  regard  to  mourn- 
ing, have  their  influence  in  Jiveriing 
th«  attention  from  Crod,  and  drowning 
his  voice  when  he  speaks  ?  In  look- 
ing back  to  the  affecting  events  to 
Which  this  article  refers,  about  ^ye- 
i^jcths  of  the  families  thus  visited  by 
death,  within  the  circuit  of  my  pas- 
toral labours,  have  immediately  called 
the  dress-maker,  and  their  houses 
have  been  turned  into  milliner^s 
shops  for  several  days,  after  God's 
voice  has  been  littered  in  their  dwell- 
ing. One  instance  may  illustrate  my 
meaning:  A  family  suddenly  be- 
reaved of  a  lovely  child,  scarcely 
ventured  out  of  their  dwelling  for 
som*e  weeks,  and  it  was  not  till  the 
third  Sabbath,  that  a  note  waspresen- 
ed  asking  the  prayers  of  God's  peo- 
ple in  the  sanctuary,  because  the 
mantua-maker  was  so  occupied,  as 
not^o  be  obtained,  thus  giving  indi- 
cations that  the  customs  of  society 
respecting  mourning  apparel,  were 
mere  thought  of  than  God  and  his 
doings.  Something  nearto  this  would 
descrifbe  a  multitude  of  cases. 

}n  the  instances  where  there  has 
bee^i  a  passionate  and  vehement  ex- 
hibiti<yn  of  grief,  leaving  the  impres- 
sion on  every  beholder  that  death 
brokein  upon  the  circle  as  a  very  un- 
expected obtrude r,  as  though  they 
had  not  thought  it  possible  that  they 
and  their  friends  could  belong  to  a 
mortal  race,  I  have  never  seen  any 
evidence  that  an  individual  has  been 
perrhanently  benefitted.    There  have 


been  bitter  tears  and  heart-rending 
sighs,  but  of  such  violence  as  to  pre- 
vent reason,  and  reflection,  and  piety 
from  performing  any  office.  Animal 
emotion  has  predominated,  while  the 
rational  nature  has  not  been  visible. 
Passionate  grief  may  be  as  sinful  as 
anger,  it  may  betray  as  much  reck- 
lessness and  exert  as  blinding  and 
hardening  influence  on  the  immortal 
nature  of  man. 

It  is  evident  too,  that  there  has  been 
a  common  impression  that  the  death, 
the  providence  merely,  independent 
of  Him  who  has  sent  it,  is  somehow 
to  effect  a  change  of  feelings  and  of 
character  in  the  mourner  without  a 
personal  and  determined  attention  to 
duty. 

One,  not  my  parishioner,  but 
a  highly  honored  servant  of  Christ, 
gave  the  following  account  of  bis 
own  reflections  on  this  theme.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen,  or  eighteen,  (he 
subject  of  his  own  salvation,  was  one 
on  which  his  mind  was  deeply  exer- 
cised as  the  all-important  business  of 
his  life,  but  after  many  cself- righteous 
attempts  to  secure  it,  he  came  to  the 
result,  that  it  must  be  some  extraor- 
dinary event  that  would  subdue  his 
heart  and  soften  so  rock-like  a  thing 
as  was  in  his  bosom,  i  And  he  gave 
over  seeking  till  something  remarka- 
ble should  occur.  After  the  lapse  of 
some  few  years  he  was  sent  for  in 
haste  to  visit  his  dying  father.  He 
arrived  just  in  season  to  receive  his 
last  counsel,  hear  his  expiring  groans, 
and  all  was  over,  with  the  son's  best 
friend.  The  funeral  solemnities  were 
attended  and  he  was  expecting  that  so 
afifecting  a  providence  would  move 
his  heart.  But  it  was  like  the  nether 
mill^^tone.  He  could  weep  for  his 
loss,  but  not  for  his  sins.  He  could 
tremble,  but  it  was  from  fear  of  hell, 
and  not  from  the  fact  that  €k)d  was 
so  near,  and  was  actually  speaking  to 
him  of  his  soul's  salvation.  Months 
passed  away  and  he  was  left  mora 
hardened  than  ever.  Death  coming 
so  near  to  him,  accomplished  no  good 
for  his  soul. 

In  a  subsequent  period  of  his  life, 
while  travelling  in  the  stage  as  he 
was  watching  the  rapid  revolution  of 
the  wheels,  and  thinkiiBf  thai  every 
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motion  brought  him  nearer  to  the  end 
of  his  journey,  he  pursued  the  follow- 
ing train  of  reflections:  This  is  like 
,  my  journey  to  the  grave  and  to  the 
retributions  of  eternity.  Every  mo- 
ment, every  pulsation  is  like  this  re- 
volving wheel.  It  hurries  me  on. 
Where  am  I  going  1  What  are  my 
prospects  for  eternity^?  Now  he  was 
not  thinking  that  some  wonderful 
event  must  occur  to  arouse  him,  he 
was  not  thinking  that  death  would 
make  him  feel,  but  his  mind  was  ac- 
tive, his  energies  were  aroused,  some- 
thing must  be  done,  and  the  result 
was,  an  application  to  Him  who  can 
save  the  lost. 

May  not  one  of  the  causes  why 
the  death  of  friends  is  so  seldom  con- 
nected with  salutary  results  to  the 
living,  be  found  here  ?  There  is  an 
expectation  that  the  soul  will  be  bene- 
fitted, without  the  personal  resolute 
performance  of  duty  ? 


EVILS  OF  INTERMARRIAGES  BETWEEN 
CHRISTIANS  OF  DIFFERENT  DENOMI- 
NATIONS. 

[Furnished  by  a  Pastor<] 

It  is  abundantly  evident  to  every 
Well  informed  Christian,  that  one  de- 
sign of  the  Savior  in  establishing 
the  church,  was  to  concentrate  the 
influence  of  his  people.  Any  course 
of  conduct,  then,  among  the  people 
of  (Jrod,  which  goes  to  weaken  this 
influence,  must  be  an  evil,  if  not  a 
sin ;  and  that  intermarriages  between 
different  sects  of  Christians  has  this 
effect,  I  think  facts  fully  prove. 

Deacon  S was  among  the  best 

Christians  of  the  age.  and  exerted  a 
happy  influence  in  the  church  to 
which  he  belonged  ;  but  his  wife  be- 
longed to  another  denomination,  and 
her  influence  was  given  to  a  different 
church.  Consequently,  the  deacon 
had  to  act  alone ;  and  there  were  ma- 
ny cases  where  he  might  have  done 
much  spiritual  good  but  failed,  be- 
cause the  appropriate  way  of  access 
must  first  be  opened  through  f«male  ^ 


influence,  which  he  could  not  eom^ 
mand.    Again,  he  could  and  did  la^ 
bor  for  the  conversion  of  hiAchii-- 
dren,  but  still  there  were  some  doc- 
trinai  points  which  he  fully  believed^ 
on  which  he  was  compelled  to  be 
silent,  unless  he  would  wound  the 
feelings  of   his    companion.      The 
children  had  to  be  allowed  to  attend 
her  meeting  as  well  as  his ;  and  this 
produced  a  habit  of  i-unning  about  to 
different  churches,  consequently  they 
cared  little  for  any  meeting.    Some 
of  them,  however,  the  Lord  has  mer- 
cifully converted,  but  others  are  un- 
believers.    Another  evil    was,  that 
when  his  brethren  and  sisters  visited 
him,  they  suffered  a  restraint,  and 
could  not  unbosom  themselves  freely, 
and  therefore  failed  of  his  instruc- 
tions on  some    points   where  they 
much  needed  it.    Besides  this,  he 
must  also  attend  meeting  with, her  a 
part  of  the  time,  and  then  his  seat  in 
church  was  empty,  and  he  failed  to 
exert  that  influence  over  the  church 
and  the  world,  that  a  constant  at- 
tendance there  would  otherwise  have 
given  him.    Moveover,  he  must  pay 
something  to  her  minister,  which  de- 
ducted so  much  from  his  subscrip- 
tions   to   his   own,  while  his  own 
church  needed  all  that  could  possibly 
be  raised,  and  his  pastor  was  com- 
pelled to  labor  with  his  hands  in  or- 
der to  support  his  family,  and  the 
church  to  which  his  wife  belonged 
was  abundantly  able  to  support  the 
Gospel. 

In  the  instruction  of  his  children, 
he  was  necessarily  silent  on  those 
points  on  which  his  wife  and  himself 
differed.  They  compromised  the 
matter,  and  agreed  to  leave  those 
points  out  of  their  instructions. 
How  often  have  I  heard  him  sigh 
and  lament  over  this  subject,  and  ac- 
knowledge when  his  head  was  fully 
blossomed  for  the  grave,  that  much  . 
of  his  influence  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  had  been  lost  by  this  connex- 
ion, although  he  had  lived  happily 
with  his  companion  in  other  respects. 
The  same  embarrassments  were 
equally  true  in  the  experience  of  his 
wife.  Then  why  should  Christians 
form  such  connexions? 

QUSREMS. 
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WHAT  THE  COUNTRY  DEMANDS  AT  THE  HANDS  OF  THE 

CHURCH. 

The  mind  aiid  heart  of  this  great  nation  has  been  engrossed  and  agitated 
by  extraordinay  excitements.  Commercial  and  political  convulsions  have, 
for  the  last  four  years,  drawn  largely  on  the  resources,  and  on  the  physical 
and  mental  strength  of  the  people.  In  this  distracted  state  of  things,  the 
moral  interests  of  the  community  have  necessarily  suffered.  Human  pas- 
sions cannot  be  so  greatly  roused  in  reference  to  the  absorbing  interests  of 
property  and  politics,  without  injury  to  the  integrity,  the  truth,  and  the  re- 
spect for  things  divine,  in  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 

It  is  therefore  high  time  for  good  men— for  all  public  spirited  men,  who 
are  careful  for  their  country's  welfare— to  look  ahead,  and  provide  against 
the  exhausting  effect  of  such  excitements  upon  the  public  morals.  With  its 
present  amount  of  goodness,  our  nation  cannot  often  bear  such  tempestuous 
agitations.  But  we  are  liable  to  their  recurrence,  at  every  change  of  our 
rulers,  and  at  every  crisis  in  commercial  affairs. 

What  then  must  be  done?  If  these  convulsions  cannot  be  averted,  the  nation 
must  be  prepared  to  pass  through  them  without  injury,  by  strengthening  its 
principles  of  virtue.  The  people  must  be  taught  industry,  contentment, 
justice,  and  the  value  of  peace  and  good  order.  And  the  only  viray  to  do 
this,  is  to  preach  to  them  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  enjoins  upon  all  men 
obedience  to  law,  the  love  of  each  other,  and  the  fear  of  God. 

DOES  THE   COUNTRY  DESIRE   THE  GOSPEL' 

It  does.  All  our  Missionary  Societies  are  plied  with  urgent  appeals  for 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  be  sent  to  the  new  states,  and  to  other  destitute 
parts  of  the  land.  The  American  Home  Missionary  Society  has  many  such 
applications  every  month. 

CAN  MINISTERS  BE  FOUND  TO  GO  TO  THE  DESTITUTE? 

While  it  is  a  painful  fact  that  the  number  of  educated  and  intelligent 
preachers  falls  far  short  of  the  real  need  lor  such  laborers ;  there  are  many 
Vol.  xiiu  2!^ 
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— perhaps  hundreds — of  unemployed  ministers  in  the  eastern  states,  who 
ought  to  be  at  work  in  the  appropriate  duties  of  their  office  in  the  west,  or 
other  needy  portions  of  the  land.  Some  of  them,  it  may  be,  have  not  the 
spirit  to  "endure  hardness  as  good  soldiers''  of  Christ;  but  the  majority, 
we  are  persuaded,  would  gladly  enter  the  field.  W  ben  inquired  of,  "  Why 
stand  ye  here  all  the  day,  idle?"  they  may  justly  answer, "  Because  no 
man  hath  hired  us." 

WHY  DOES  NOT  THE  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  SEND  THESE  MEN  INTO  THE 

FIELD? 

Because  it  has  not  ike  means.  The  A.  H.  M.  S.  would  be  glad  im- 
mediately to  send  to  the  west  (and  it  could  doubtless  find  the  men,)  fifty 
MISSIONARIES  more  than  it  has  ventured  to  arrange  for,  if  it  could  get  the 
ndpney  to  sustain  them,  as  circumstances  may  require. 

When  a  missionary  goes  to  the  heathen,  the  public  sentiment  of  the 
church  says  to  him,  '*  Go,  and  you  shall  be  sustained.  Take  no  thought  for 
your  support,  we  will  be  answerable  for  that."  It  ought  to  be  so  in  the 
case  of  Home  Missionaries.  They  have,  in  general,  as  trying  prospects 
before  them,  as  it  respects  health  and  temporal  comforts,  as  most  Fo- 
reign Missionaries.  If  the  bounty  of  the  churches  will  but  enable 
the  A.  H.  M.  Society  to  pledge  to  men  with  families  a  comfortable 
support,  it  could  soon  relieve  the  eastern  states  of  the  apprehended 
harden  of  surplus  ministers.  Many  of  the  ministers  above  referred 
to,  have  families.  Not  a  few  of  them  have  been,  through  the  parsimoni- 
ous assistance  of  the  church,  involved  in  debt  for  their  education.  What 
shall  they  do  with  these  debts  ?  How  shall  they  transport  those  families  to 
the  west,  and  sustain  and  educate  them  there,  without  a  more  certain  in- 
oome  than  the  impoverished  and  embarrassed  congregations  there  can  at 
present  furnisA  ?  Are  they  to  blame  in  saying  to  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  ^^  We 
are  willing  to  go  away  froto  the  homes  and  the  associations  of  our  youth, 
to  labor  and  to  bring  up  our  families  in  society  and  in  climates  to  which 
we  are  tmaccustomed,  and  to  share  in  all  the  hazards  which  are  involved 
insnek  an  enterprise ;  but  we  owe  it  to  our  usefulness  to  require,  that  those 
whom  we  leave  behind  shall  promise  us  at  least  our  food  and  raiment.  We 
ai^  not  for  luxuries ;  but  we  do  ask,  we  have  a  right  to  ask,  that  our  time 
and  strength  may  not  be  exhausted  in  solicitude  concerning  what  we  shall 
eat,  what  we  shall  drink,  and  wherewithal  we  shall  be  clothed." 

ALL  THINGS,  THEN,  ARE  READY. 

The  state  of  the  nation  demands  that  the  truth  and  morality  of  religion 
be  every  where  promulgated ;  the  people  are  calling  for  the  Gospel ;  and 
its  preachers  are  saying,  "Here  are  we,  send  us."  All  things  are  ready  for 
iiolnflr  a  great  work  for  our  country,  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of 
Christ  and  the  salvation  of  souls. 

WILL  THE  AMERICAN  CHURCHES  EMBRACE  THIS  OPPORTUNITY 

ShaU  tlieee  Irandreds  and  thousands  ask  for  the  Gospel  in  vain?    Shall 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1841. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


t&6 


they  deplore  their  own  desolate  condition,  and  point  to  their  children,  grow 
log  up  in  ignorance  and  sin,  and  tell  us  that  the  missionaries  of  error  and 
infidelity  are  there  before  us— and  shall  nothing  be  done  ?  Must  the  labor- 
ers who  are  in  the  field,  be  starved  out  of  it?  Must  those  who  are  willing 
and  waiting  to  go,  be  kept  back,  and  compelled  to  turn  to  secular  pursuits 
to  get  their  bread  ?  There  can  be  but  one  christian  answer  to  these  inqui- 
ries. Every  man  of  piety  and  of  true  patriotidm  will  say,  ^'  these  things 
must  not  be.    Home  Missions  must  be  sustained." 

WHAT,  THEN,  IS  NEBDEI>9 

To  sustain  its  present  scale  of  operations,  to  relieve  from  painful  embarrass-^ 
meat  the  missions  already  established,  and  take  possession  of  fifty  new 
fields  in  the  West — planting  in  each  a  well  qualified  and  faithful  minister — 
the  Society  needs  at  least  thirty  thousand  'dollars  more  than  it  received  last 
year;  i.  e.  it  ought  to  have  for  the  current  year,  an  income  of  $110,000. 

And  is  it  a  great  thing  for  all  the  christian  people  who  act  through  this 
Society,  to  give  $30,000  more  than  they  did  last  year  ?  What  self  denial 
would  it  require  ?  A  small  part  of  the  people  of  a  single  city  give  as  much 
as  this  in  a  few  nights  to  a  foreign  dancer.  Many  towns  have  each 
spent  more  in  contesting  a  recent  election.  And  are  Christians  less  gene- 
rous—have they  no  motives  of  equal  urgency  to  awaken  their  zeal?  It 
were  a  shame  to  multiply  such  questions.  But  how  much  greater  the  re- 
proach, if  the  occasion  of  them  shall  be  permitted  to  remain,  year  after 
year,  upon  the  conscience  of  the  ehurch ! 

May  we  not  address  ourselves  to  each  patron  of  the  society,  and  respect* 
fully,  but  importunately,  urge  an  increase  of  his  charity  to  this  object  ?  In 
the  name  of  our  Master,  in  the  name  of  souls  ready  to  perish,  we  entreat 
each  one  to  double— or  if  any  cannot  do  this — to  add  one  third  to  his  last 
year's  donation  to  Home  Missions.  Be  assured,  it  is  needed,  and  if  it  i4 
received,  we  feel  confident  it  will  be  the  means  of  incalculable  good. 


eotrfii])on1ience  of  tl^e  ^.  ^.  ^.  Sb. 


WISCONSIN. 

CONVENTION  OP  PRESBYTERIAN  AND  CON- 
GREGATIONAL MINISTERS  IN  WISOONSIN. 

In  the  Home  Miss,  for  Nov.,  p.  152,  we 
noticed  the  proposed  convention  for  uniting 
the  ministers  and  members  of  these  denomi- 
naiiunson  some  basis  that  would  involve  no 
sacrifice  of  conscientious  preferences.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  two  following  letters, 
that  the  contemplated  arrangement  has  been 


made.  We  rejoice  that  so  early  in  the  reli* 
gious  history  of  Wisconsin,  measures  have 
been  taken  which,  it  is  believed,  will  prevent 
much  of  the  waste  of  moral  power,  that 
has  afflicted  some  portions  of  the  country 
where  no  such  provision  has  existed. 

This  was  a  very  solemn,  interest- 
ing and  important  meeting.  Brethren 
were  present  from  every  extremity 
of  the  territory— Porter  from  Green 
Bay,  Chaffee  from  Plattsville,  Adams 
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from  Beloit,  &c.  It  waa  found  that 
there  are  already  eleven  Congre- 
gational, and  seven  Presbyterian 
churches  in  the  territory,  many  of 
which  are  stretching  out  their  hands 
for  pastors.  After  a  very  affecting 
discussion  of  the  question  of  union, 
an  ecclesiastical  body  was  formed, 
called  the  *' Presbyterian  and  Con- 
gregational Convention  of  Wiscon- 
sin," in  place  of  the  Presbytery.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
the  proceedings  for  publicalion,  and 
submit  them  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  convention,  in  Feb.,  1841,  when 
they  will  be  forwarded  to  you,  to  lay 
before  the  churches. 


From  Rev,  Jeremiah  Porter,  Green 
Bay,  Wis,  Ter, 

After  a  tedious  journey  of  two 
months,  being  hindered  five  weeks  of 
that  time  by  the  sickness  of  an  infant 
son,  we  arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
12th  of  J  une.  Our  babe,  still  incura- 
bly diseased,  lingered  five  days  after 
our  arrival ;  and  we  had  the  melan- 
choly pleasure  of  receiving  so  early 
the  tender  sympathies  of  the  com- 
munity, and  of  burying  the  child  in 
sight  of  our  field  of  labor ;  so  that 
though  dead,  that  dear  sufferer  speaks 
often  to  us  from  his  cold  bed,  of  our 
feebleness,  our  hopes,  and  our  great 
responsibility^ 

Our  own  parents  could  not  have 
received  us  more  cordially,  than  did 
this  dear  church,  to  which,  notwith- 
standing this  severe  and  early  alHic- 
tion,  the  Lord  seemed  to  have  sent 
us.  With  many  of  the  members,  we 
had  formed  a  very  endearing  ac- 
quaintance, in  the  former  years  of 
our  labors  on  this  north-western  fron- 
tier ;  and  our  emotions  were  mingled 
of  joy  and  grief,  in  renewing  it  under 
such  circumstances. 

I  was  disappointed  to  find  the 
chiKch  and  congregation  so  small, 
and  if  I  had  not  learned  not  to  despise 
the  day  of  small  things,  I  should  have 
concluded  that  I  had  mistaken  the 
path  of  duty. 

With  regard    to  the  number   of 
church  members,  I  was  not  disap- 


po  n  ed,  but  in  regard  to  their  loca*- 
tion,  I  was.  Instead  of  finding  them 
residing  in  town,  about  one-half  the 
number  are  scattered  through  this, 
and  one  or  two  adjoining  counties* 
This,  though  it  diminishes  the  interest 
of  my  Sabbath  congregations,  does 
not  render  it  a  less  important  field  of 
labor.  "  Those  few  sheep  in  the  wil- 
derness" need  a  shepherd  not  the  les* 
on  account  of  their  situation. 

The  more  I  become  acquainted  with 
this  field,  the  more  its  importance  in- 
creases in  my  estimation.  This  coun- 
ty contains  JilOO  inhabitants.  Of  this 
number  about  iSOOare  French  Catho- 
lics. In  two  or  three  counties  south 
and  east  of  this,  there  are  300  or  40(> 
inhabitants,  among  which  are  some  of 
the  members  of  our  church,  and  who 
have  no  Presbyterian  minister  nearer 
than  myself.  For  these,  I  cannot  but 
feel  a  pastoral  interest. 

EXCURSION. 

I  preached  here  and  at  Des  Feres, 
the  county  seat  of  this  county,  six 
miles  south,  twice  or  three  times 
every  Sabbath,  for  about  three 
months,  during  which  time  I  once 
administered  the  Lord's  supper,  hav- 
ing the  body  slips  of  the  church 
nearly  filled  with  commonicantsr, 
I  admitted  one  by  letter,  and  two  by 
profession,  to  the  church.  I  next 
made  an  excursion  to  the  interior  of 
the  territory,  which  gave  me  an  op- 
portunity to  visit  the  members  of  this 
church  who  reside  along  the  Foi 
River,  from  this  to  Fond  du  Lac,  a 
distance  of  about  seventy  miles. 

CONVENTION    OP  MINISTERS  AND 
CHURCHES. 

My  principal  object  in  this  journey 
was  to  attend  the  meeting  of  pres- 
bytery and  a  convention  called  by  the 
Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
churches  of  the  territory.  My  dis- 
tance from  the  place  of  meeting, 
ibout  175  miles,  made  it  necessary 
for  me  to  be  absent  over  two  Sab- 
baths. After  travelling  five  days  on 
horseback,  in  company  with  a  dele- 
gate from  this  church,  during  four  of 
which  days  it  rained  a  considerable 
part  of  each,  I  reached  Milwaukie, 
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and  was  happy  to  find  Brother  Peet 
in  so  inviting  a  field,  and  to  preach  to 
his  interesting  congregation  three 
times  on  the  following  day,  the  Sab- 
bath. On  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  Oct., 
I  met  the  convention  at  Troy,  a  day's 
Tide  south-west  of  Mil waukie.  There 
I  saw  much  to  deligrht  me,  and  to  in- 
spire high  hopes  for  the  religious 
prosperity  of  this  new  land.  There 
were  present  twelve  Presbyterian  and 
Oongpgational  ministers,  four-fifths 
of  all  now  residing  in  the  territory, 
and  delegates  from  more  than  that 
number  of  churches,  who  had  come 
together,  praying  for  the  peace  of 
Jerusalem.  The  object  of  the 
convention  was  to  see  if  these  two 
denominationscould  cause  the  prayer 
of  our  'Savior  to  be  answered,  so  far 
as  it  related  to  us — "That  they  all  may 
be  one,  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me, 
and  1  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be 
one  in  us  ;  that  the  world  may  believe 
that  thou  hast  sent  me."  Many  of  us 
deemed  it  highly  important  that  in 
laying  the  foundation  in  this  region 
so  lately  redeemed  from  the  heathen, 
there  should  "be  no  division  among 
us."  For  this  we  prayed  very  ear- 
nestly, and  a  union  was  consum- 
mated after  two  days'  candid  de- 
liberation, and  after  a  touching, 
melting  season  of  social  prayer. 
Ood  seemed  evidently  in  that  place 
by  his  Spirit,  moving  upon  the  hearts 
of  his  ministers  and  members,  draw- 
ing them  together,  as  kindred  drops 
soon  mingle  into  one.  The  two  de- 
nominations unite  in  one  eccle- 
siastical body,  (though  individual 
churches  are  not  deprived  of  any  of 
their  rights,  and  retain  their  previous 
government  as  far  as  they  choose,) 
to  be  known  by  the  name  of  "The 
Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
Convention  of  Wisconsin."  This 
body  is  to  be  subdivided  and  make 
minor  or  district  conventions  where 
the  number  of  ministers  shall  make 
it  necessary.  This  will  then  be  the 
Cleneral  Convention  of  the  territory 
or  stale,  as  it  may  then  be.  Many 
brethern  felt  they  had  received  "  an 
unction  from  the  Holy  One"  at  this 
meeting,  and  that  a  blessing  would 
follow  them  to  their  people. 
Ja  returning  from  the  coavention, 


I  passed  a  Sabbath  with  brother 
Arms,  recently  Foreign  Missionary 
at  Borneo,  now  at  Aztalan,  or  as  it 
is  here  called,  *'  The  Ancient  City"  of 
Wisconsin.  Brother  A.,  like  myself, 
has  been  afflicted  since  his  arrival, 
having  buried,  a  few  weeks  since,  his 
only  child  at  Milwaukie,  before 
reaching  his  field  of  labor.  He  is  my 
nearest  neighbor  in  the  ministry  of 
our  denomination,  (except  Brother 
Marsh,  of  the  Stockbridge  Mission,) 
being  distant  about  130  miles.  His 
field  is  inviting,  and  the  Spirit  seems 
evidently  now  moving  upon  tho 
minds  of  his  hearers. 

SCATTERED  MEMBERS  OF  TBE  FLOCK. 

As  I  came  within  70  miles  of  home, 
r  began  to  find  the  scattered  members 
of  the  Green  Bay  church,  and  found 
it  very  pleasant  to  spend  an  hour  or 
two  in  each  family,  leaving  tracts  and 
giving  such  counsel  or  reproof,  as 
seemed  necessary.  Buried  in  the 
deep  forests  of  Fox  River,  I  found  an 
aged  mother  of  this  church,  who  has 
six  daughters  living  within  a  few 
miles  of  her,  five  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried and  all  ol  whom  have  hope  that 
their  sins  are  pardoned  through  the 
blood  of  Christ.  When  such  families 
people  the  wilderness,  will  they  not 
soon  blossom  as  the  rose  ? 

After  an  absence  of  sixteen  days 
of  fatiguing  travelling,  but  of  much 
rich  enjoyment,  I  was  welcomed  to 
my  family  and  people.  "Hitherto 
the  Lord  hath  helped  me." 


ILLINOIS. 
PRESSURE  IN   THE  WEST. 

I  have  never  seen  a  lime,  since  I 
have  been  in  the  ministry,  when  I  have 
been  more  embarrassed  in  pecuniary 
matters  than  at  the  present.  The 
scarcity  of  money  throughout  this 
vicinity  is  exceedingly  great.  I  have 
not  received  a  solitary  farthing  in 
money  from  this  church  for  the  two 
years  (and  more)  that  I  have  labored 
with  them.  My  whole  dependence 
for  clothing,  merchandise  and  inci- 
dentals, has  been  on  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  If 
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tjiat  failsi  my  all  fails,  except  barely 
^ky  food.  But  with  food  alone  a  man 
pannot  live.  I  have  been  obliged  to 
barrow  money  to  meet  some  of  my 
family  expenses. 

I  feel  at  times,  somewhat  disheart- 
efied  in  view  of  the  embarrassments 
^nder  which  I  have  labored.  During 
4jie  whole  time  I  have  been  in  the 
West,  I  have  been  destitute  of  a 
pjace  to  study,  anJ,  until  within  about 
t^o  months,  of  a  comfortable  shelter 
fpr  my  family.  For  more  than  two 
vears, a  single  room  in  a  loe^  cabin,  has 
peeipi  to  us,  kitchen,  parlor,  study, 
cellar,  chamber,  and  woodhouse.  For 
this,  I  paid  $20  per  year  rent.  I 
endured,  until  endurance  failed,  and 
then  built  a  small  house  for  myself, 
which  is  now  enclosed,  and  my  family 
are  in  it.  But  it  is  neither  lathed  and 
lil^stered,  nor  has  a  single  partition 
been  put  up.  I  am  endeavoring  to 
janake  a  part  of  it  eomfortable  for  the 
winter,  which  has  already  given 
preipiionitioa  of  his  approach,  and 
imfikes  me  sit  shivering  as  I  write.  I 
wiU  not  coja^plain ;  1  only  wish  that 
3pme  of  my  brethren  in  the  older 
ftl^es  aiid  the  churchescouijd  realize 
9fbat  mtny  of  yaur  missionaries  ex- 
perience. 


fYom  Bev,  /.  /.  MUer,  KnoxvilU^  111, 

HSBTII^OS  m  TB^  ADJACENT  RJSOION. 

During  the  latter  part  of  Septem- 
ber, and  the  fore  part  of  October, 
there  were  opportunities  to  hold  a 
series  of  meetings  at  three  different 
places  situated  ten,  fifteen,  and  twen- 
ty-five miles  from  this  place.  On  all 
Inese  I  was  urged  ta  attend  both  by 
the  people,  aivi  by  a  sense  of  dut)^. 
Nor  did  the  result  convince  lae  that  I 
was  not  acting  in  obedience  to  a  call 
of  Providence.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  scattered  population  was  brought 
uiider  the  sound  of  the  Gospel;  old 
prejudices  were  removed;  a  good  im- 
pression was  made  in  favor  of  evan- 
gelical truth,  and  a  few  were  hope- 
fully converted.  To  this  I  should  add, 
that  a  number  of  backsliders  were  re- 
claimed.   At  one  of  the  places— 


Jannary, 


Lafayette — a  little  church  of  seven- 
teen members,  was  organized. 

WISDOM  AND  NECESSITY  OF  HOME   MIS' 
SIONS. 

The  renewal  of  my  commission 
was  received  with  devout  thanksgiv- 
ing to  the  "  Head  of  the  church,"  and 
to  you,  as  almoners  to  his  feeble  heri- 
tage in  these  borders  of  Zion.  And, 
depend  upon  it,  the  funds  of  the 
Lord's  people  can  never  be  expended 
more  judiciously  than  in  sustaining 
a  competent  and  efficient  ministry  on 
these  fruitful  prairies,  which  even 
new,  exhibit  the  mark  of  political 
greatness  and  moral  power  in  minia- 
ture. The  money,  therefore,  ex- 
pended 7ioiD,  on  the  right  men,  and 
ai  the  right  points,  will  accomplish 
more  than  the  same  amount,  (quad- 
rupled, at  some  subsequent  period* 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  CHURCH. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  in  September, 
we  received  an  accession  of^thirteen 
to  our  communion,  eleven  on  exami- 
;  nation,  and  two  by  letter.  Five  of 
these  were  from  one  family.  The 
father  and  daughter  had  beien  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
Kentucky,  but  had  not  lived  in  com- 
munion with  the  church  for  several 
years.  Some  time  since  the  wife  and 
mother  died,  and  when  I  returned 
from  the  east,  I  was  called  to  preach 
her  funeral  sermon.  The  scene  was 
a  deeply  affecting  one.  There  sat 
the  bereaved  father,  surrounded  by 
his  four  sons,  three  daughters,  and 
an  aged  colored  woman,  who  had 
been  brought  up  in  his  family.  All 
remembered  the  exemplary  life  and 
devoted  piety  of  the  deceased.  The 
children,  all  remembered  her  dying 
prayer.  And  through  those  lips,  now 
sealed  in  death,  the  Spirit  pressed 
eternal  considerations  with  an  elo- 
quence that  could  not  be  resisted. 
Impressions  were  made  not  soon  to 
be  obliterated. 

Two  weeks  after  this  interesting 
season,  I  visited  the  family  again  with 
one  of  my  elders.  In  the  afternoon 
I  preached,  and  in  the  evening  we 
had  a  most  precious  season  of  prayer 
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together.     It  was  a  family  prayer 
neetinff.    The  father  had  the  inex- 
pressible joy  of  having  five  of  his 
children  lift  their  voices  in  prayer, 
four  of  them  for  the  first  time.    The 
young  man,  also,  who  resided  in  the 
family,  joined  in  this  delightful  con- 
cert.   Likewise  the  colored  woman, 
referred  to,  was  rejoicing  in  Christ 
her  Savior.    When  I  inquired  how 
she  felt, "  O,"  said  she,  "  I  feel  a  heap 
better  than  when  you  was  here  be 
fore."    Do  you  think  Christ  has  for- 
given your  sins?  "Yes,  sir."  Do  you 
love  to  pray  7    "  O  yes,  sir.    I  do  try 
to  pray  for  this  dear  family  that  they 
raay  all  be  saved.     And  that  dear 
Misses,  Iknow  her  own  children  can't 
love  her  more  than  I  do.    I  waited 
on  her  when  she  was  sick,  and  she 
prayed  for  us  all."    This  is  but  a  faint 
sketch  of  the  scene  which  transpired 
in  this  family.     The  father,  called  I 
upon  me,  "  To  return  thanks  to  Al- 1 
mighty  G<k1  for  this  signal  display  of  I 
his  kindness  to"  him  and  his  "  nouse- 
hold."  ' 

On  the  last  communion  season  this 
father  with  three  of  his  sons,  one 
daughter  and  the  young  man  living 
with  him,  made  a  public  profession 
of  their  faith.  Another  daughter  and 
the  colored  woman  will,  probably, 
unite  with  our  church  at  the  next 
sacramental  season.  If  they  lived  in 
town  they  would  add  much  to  the 
efficiency  of  our  chwrch  through  the 
week.  But  they  live  ten  miles  out. 
And  yet  the  father  and  some  of  his 
family,  have  been  in  almost  every 
Sabbath  since  my  return.  Thus  the 
Lord  is  establishing  "  The  lights  of 
the  world,"  at  different  important  lo- 
cations in  this  new  country.  To  his 
great  name  be  all  the  glory. 


From  Rev,  Chauncey  Cook,  Aurora, 
III. 


us.  Ail  do  not  attend,  it  is  tme,  birt 
a  large  proportion  for  this  country. 
We  are  made  up  of  all  classes  of  meii} 
here,  and  some  utterly  refuse  to  at- 
tend worship,  or  to  regard  the  Sab- 
bath. They  profess  themselves  tobe 
infidels,  and  their  conduct  proves  that 
they  are  such.  The  prospects  of  a 
large  and  able  society  in  Aurora,  be- 
fore many  years,  are  good,  and  I  think 
much  more  so  than  in  most  places 
around  us. 

Our  church  is  indeed  snMtll;  I 
could  not  find  over  24  names  on  their 
records,  and  not  as  many  persons. 
Some  had  moved  away,  and  those 
remaining  are  generally  poor.  They 
are  willing  to  do  what  they  can,  and 
but  little  can  be  obtained  fi^om  the 
world,  so  that  without  aid,  they  can- 
not enjoy  stated  preaching. 

I  have  visited  from  house  to  house, 
not  only  in  the  village,  but  for  6  or? 
miles  around  it     I  have  found  seve- 
ral old  professors,  six  of  whom  have 
been    brought   to    unite    with    the 
church.     There  have  been  several 
hopeful  converts,  two  of  whom  have 
professed  their   faith  in   Christ,  by 
uniting  witb  us.    Some  others  have 
goire  to  the  Methodists,  and  a  few 
more  remain,  who  have  joined  no 
church.    We  have  had  no  general  re- 
vival, but  a  deep  solemnity,  appears 
to  rest  on  the  minds  of  our  congrega- 
tion.   Temperance  has  gained  some 
attention  here.    An  effort  has  been 
made  to  prevent  the  sale  of  alcoholic 
drinks,  and  success  would  have  at- 
tended the  effort,  had  it  not  been  for 
some  defect  in  the  law.    Licenses 
are  not  granted.    A  substitute  for  a 
Bible  class  has  been  introduced.    I 
expound  a  chapter,  or  some  part  of  a 
chapter,  then  desire  the  people  to  ask 
such  questions  as  they  wish ;  and 
the  meeting  has  become  quite  inte- 
resting, and  a  large  number  attend, 
much  larger  than  could  be  drawn  out 
to  a  Bible  class. 


I  commenced  my  labors  in  Aurora 
on  the  first  of  May  last,  and  have 
preached  two  or  three  sermons  every 
Sabbath  since.  Our  congregation  has 
been  quite  respectable  for  a  new  coun- 
try, three  or  four  times  as  large  as  ever 
was  known  before.  We  are  gather- 
i&g  the  people  for  6  or  7  miles  around  I| 


INDIANA. 


From  Rev.  /.  H.  Shields,  Putnam 
Co,,  Ind. 

I  held  a  communion  season  in  the 
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Poplar  Spring  church,  on  the  last 
Sabbath  in  October.  There  were 
none  added  to  the  church  ;  but  there 
were  a  number  powerfully  awalcened. 
I  believe  I  never  witnessed  a  more 
interesting  season.  I  hope  there 
were  impressions  then  made  which 
will  never  be  forgotten.  I  also  had 
a  communion  last  Sabbath  in  the 
Green  Castte  church,  which  was  an 
occasion  of  some  interest.  Six  were 
added  to  the  church.  I  trust  the  Lord 
has  not  yet  forsaken  us. 


OHIO. 


From  Rev,  J,  Cable^  Reynoldsburff, 
Franklin  Co.,  O. 

COPIOUS  REFRESHING. 

When  I  commmenced  my  labors 
on  this  field,  one  year  ago,  the  num- 
ber of  Presbyterians  was  small,  and 
their  means  very  limited.  I  had  to 
labor  in  three  congregations,  and 
even  then  they  could  not  promise  an 
adequate  support,  but  had  to  ask  as- 
sistance from  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  One 
church  consisted  of  14  members,  an- 
other of  16,  and  the  third  of  4.  There 
have  been  added  to  the  first,  15,  to  the 
second,  41,  to  the  third,  50.  The  first 
and  second  have  more  than  doubled, 
and  the  third  is  more  than  twelve 
times  as  large  as  it  was  one  year  ago. 
This  church,  like  the  tree  that  grows 
by  the  river  of  life,  bears  her  fruit, 
every  month,  and  like  that  tree,  too, 
I  hope  her  leaves  will  be  for  the  heal- 
ing of  the  nations.  Other  churches 
in  the  neighborhood  have  shared 
richly  in  these  blessings;  and  many 
have  been  added  to  the  church  of 
those  who,  we  hope,  will  be  saved. 

I  have  held  in  each  of  the  congre- 
gations, a  protracted  meeting,  prayer- 
meetings,  Sabbath  schools,  Bible 
classes,  and  inquiry  meetings.  These, 
with  the  frequent  preaching  of  the 
word,  in  a  plain  and  practical  man- 
ner, constitute  the  means  that  have 
been  blessed.  The  inquiry  meetings 
were  for  the  benefit  of  members  of 
the  church,  as  well  as  others.  To 
these  meetings,  especially,  the  Lord 


has  set  his  seal  of  approbation,  In 
bringing  sinners  to  a  saving  know- 
ledge of  the  truth,  and  in  building  up 
and  strengthening  the  faith  of  the 
saints. 

Of  those  who  have  united  with  the 
churches  under  my  care,  I  know  of 
no  one  who  has  apostatized.  Every 
head  of  a  family  holds  family  wor- 
ship. Most  of  them  belong  to  the 
Bible  classes.  A  great  proportion 
are  engaged  in  Sabbath  school  in- 
struction ;  and,  to  say  the  least,  these 
young  converts  are  as  active  in  every 
good  word  and  work,  as  the  older 
members.  This  is  the  more  remark- 
able, as  among  the  converts  were  per- 
sons from  all  classes  of  society,  from 
the  refined  and  polite,  and  the  de- 
based and  profligate.  Some  were  in- 
fidels and  Universalists  of  the  most 
hopeless  class. 

Some  of  these  cases  are  so  striking, 
that  even  the  infidel  himself  cannot 
deny  that  they  are  exhibiting  a  new 
life,  ''if  it  do  but  last:^  But  it  has 
lasted  far  beyond  their  prophesy. 
Truly  it  is  the  Lord — to  him  be  all 
the  glory  ! 

The  patrons  of  the  A.  H.  M.  Soci- 
ety have  no  reason  to  be  discouraged. 
This  western  field  is  already  begin- 
ning to  blossom  like  the  rose  through 
their  instrumentality,  and  they  may 
expect  to  reap  a  bountiful  harvest,  if 
they  faint  not. 


DISCUSSION   WITH   CAMPBELLITES. 

We  have  had  desperate  opposition 
these  two  years  past  from  the  Camp- 
bellites.  They  have  tried  every  pos- 
sible means  to  destroy  my  character 
and  influence,  and  to  hinder  people 
from  going  to  our  meetings.  But  the 
truth  has  appeared,  and  their  misre- 
presentations, are  turning  to  their 
own  disadvantage.  They  drew 
Brother and  myself  into  a  pub- 
lic discussion  a  few  weeks  since,  in 
our  court-house.  They  had  com- 
menced a  14  days'  meeting,  and  had 
7  or  8  ministers.  In  the  evening  of 
the  third  day  the  discussion  began. 
Their  error  was  brought  into  such 
glaring  light,  they  became  ashamed 
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of  it,  and  gave  op  the  contest,  and 
went  home,  on  the  fifth  day.  Their 
cause  received  a  desperate  check. 
Public  sentiment  is  now  in  our  favor. 
I  should  now  begin  to  hope  for  our 
church,  if  I  could  see  their  worldli- 
ness  broken  up.  But  politics  have 
raged  so  furiously  here,  it  seems  im- 
possible to  get  the  attention  of  the 
people  turned  off  now  to  any  thing 
else. 

▲  QUESTION   OF  BUTY  AGITATED. 

In  these  times,  the  question  is  not 
how  much  lought  to  have, to  "live  of 
the  Gospel,"  but  how  much  can  I  get? 
The  most  I  can  expect  from  the  peo- 
ple is  $150^  and  an  equal  amount 
more,  being  the  least  I  think  I  can 
live  on,  is  all  that  I  ask,  that  I  may  be 
able  to  break  the  bread  of  life  to  this 
people.  If  I  leave,  all  this  region  that 
I  occupy  must  remain  destitute  of 
Presbyterian  preaching;  as  my  peo- 
ple say,  "If  they  cannot  support  me, 
they  cannot  support  any  one,  and 
they  must  remain  destitute,  for  they 
cannot  expect  to  become  Bible  withoui 
preaching."  Many  of  my  friends  in 
the  east  and  west,  have  said  they 
thought  it  was  my  duty  to  go.  I  have 
not  thought  it  best  to  consult  with 
flesh  and  blood,  but  have  long  and 
seriously  inquired  for  the  will  of  the 
Lord ;  I  came  here,  as  I  thought,  by 
the  direction  of  Providence,  and  I 
want  the  same  authority  to  leave.  I 
have  still  hoped  the  Lord  has  better 
days  in  store  for  us.  The  power  of 
the  enemy  is  apparently  just  bro- 
ken, and  we  begin  to  hope.  If  I  leave, 
the  Campbellites  will  triumph  and 
take  possession ;  and  ail  that  has  been 
done,  will  be  lost.  I  have  therefore 
lately  concluded  to  stay  a  while  lon- 
ger, if  I  can  be  sustained,  and  see  what 
the  Lord  will  do  for  us.  I  hate  to 
leave  my  charge  until  I  feel  that  the 
Lord  has  given  them  up.  "With 
Christ  in  the  vessel,  we  smile  at  the 
storm."  My  friends  and  self-interest 
say, "  Go  to  a  larger  and  more  wealthy 
congregation ;"  but  conscience  says,  | 
"  Is  it  right  to  take  the  Gospel  from ! 
the  poor  and  give  it  to  the  rich?";! 
When  I  entered  the  Lord's  vineyard 
I  agreed  to  labor  in  any  part,  or  in 

25* 


any  condition  he  assigned  me.  I  ask 
not,  I  desire  not,  the  riches,  nor  hon- 
ors, nor  pleasures  of  the  world — give 
me  the  luxury  of  doing  good  and 
glorifying  God — it  is  enough. 

I  cannot  say,  dear  brethren,  that 
this  \s?L  promising,  or  very  important 
field,  compared  with  others ;  nor  can 
I  say  that  the  funds  of  the  church  are 
spent  here  to  the  best  advantage,  con- 
sidering other  places.  I  write  fully 
to  let  you  know  just  how  we  are  situ- 
ated, and  our  prospects,  and  leave  you 
to  decide,  as  the  Lord  may  direct. 


AN  ESSAT  TO  DO  GOOD. 

In  addition  to  our  stated  meetings, 
and  the  ordinary  means  used,  it  has 
been  proposed  that  each  member  of 
the  church  select  someindividual^  (an 
impenitent    sinner,  or  back-sliding 
professor,)  as  a  subject  of  ourirpccia/ 
attention  and  labors  for  their  con- 
version to  Christ,  or  restoration  to 
his  favor  :~that,  after  a  suitable  pre- 
paration of  heart  for  this  work  has 
been  obtained,  by  a  special  season  of 
humiliation  and  prayer  for  ourselves, 
we  will  take  opportunity  to  converse 
with  such  individual  for  the  direct 
object  of  producing  the  immediate 
exercise  of  Gospel  repentance,  faith 
in  the  Saviour,and  entire  consecration 
to  the  service  of  God  : — that  earnest 
prayer  for  such  individual  shall  be 
offered  up  in  our  closets,  preceding 
and  following  such  conversation,  that 
the  word  may  be  effectual  to  salva- 
tion, and  that,  if  the  opportunity  be 
favorable,  our  interview  with  the  in- 
dividual shall  be  closed  with  prayer. 
It  was  proposed  that  we  seek  such 
an  interview,  if  practicable,  as  often 
as  once  a  week :  and  ihat  these  efforts 
be  continued  till  the  object  be  at- 
tained, or  till  all  reasonable  grounds 
of  hope  for  success,  have  manifestly 
failed ;  and  that,  in  that  case,  some 
other  subject  shall  be  selected.    It 
was  proposed,  also,  that  we  report  to 
each  other  the  result  of  these  labors, 
and  confer  together  on  the  best  means 
of  rendering  them  effectual,  in  our 
monthly  conferences. 

The  proposal  met  the  cordial  ap- 
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probation  of  all  present.  What  will 
be  the  actual  resiuU  of  such  an  effort, 
can  only  be  known  when  the  effort 
has  been  made. 

Without  endorsing  all  the  details  of  the 
foregoling  plan,  we  cannot  resist  the  convic- 
tion, that  if  carried  out  in  the  appropriate 
spirit,  it  must  result  in  the  winning  of  many 
souls  to  Christ.  All  observation  shows  that 
there  is  nothing  in  christian  conduct  that 
tends  more  powerfully  to  awaken  the  con- 
science of  the  impenitent,  than  the  belief  that 
the  people  of  God  are  in  earnest.  When  the 
careless  soul  first  opens  to  the  fact  that  some 
faithful  Christian  is  indeed  filled  with  vivid 
apprehensions  of  its  danger,  and  is  laboring 
and  praying  for  its  salvation,  the  long  slum- 
ber of  sin  is  disturbed,  and  the  inquiry  is  ex- 
cited "  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved  T  Hap- 
py would  it  be  for  the  church,  if  ^ort  di- 
recUd  to  specific  cases,  were  more  common, 
and  the  people  of  God  reljed  less  exclusively 
qn  mere  general  results. 


UiOISPENSA^LCi  Am. 

Your  letter  was  gladly  received. 
I  had  almost  come  to  the  conclusion 
to  abandon  the  field  for  want  of  sup- 
port. The  congregation  are  behind 
in  their  lajat  year's  subscription  nearly 
$150,  and  I  am  that  much  in  debt. 
My  situation  is  distressing  to  me. 
The  necessaries  of  life  we  have  in 
abundance,  but  the  consciousness  of 
being  involved,  is  what  makes  my 
situation  painful.  I  should  have  aban- 
doned the  field  at  the  close  of  the  last 
year,  had  it  not  been  that  I  laved  this  I 
little  church,  a*^d  felt  that  if  I  should  I 
leave,  it  must  go  down.  I  will  not  go 
away,  if  I  can  be  sustained.  This 
coipmunity  needs  the  influence  of 
our  little  church,  and  its  influence  is 
evidently  being  felt  for  good.  In  be- 
half of  my  church,  I  thank  you  for 
the  amount  paid  me  last  year,  and  the 
amount  promised  for  the  present 
year,  and  I  trust  we  shall  soon  be  able 
to  refund  the  whole  with  interest, 
and  compound  interest,  too. 


mCBIGAN, 


PERSE VERANCB  UNDER  DIFFICULTIES. 

I  have  received  only  ten  dollars  in 
cash  on  my  salary  during  the  past 
year.  Although  the  times  are  hard 
at  the  east,  yet  the  brethren  in  the 
ministry  there,  know  comparatively 
little  about  privations.  My  wants  and 
those  of  my  family  have  been  sup- 
plied, so  far  as  the  necessaries  of  life 
are  concerned  ;  but  debts  have  accu- 
mulated which  possibly  may  distress 
iw  before  they  can  be  discharged. 
Yet  the  field  is  too  ioteresting  to  be 
abandoned  to  the  devil.  I  feel  no  de- 
position to  leave  the  ground  if  I  can 
have  a  prospect  of  a  competent  sup- 
ports 


From  a  Missionary  HeporU 

Your  letter  was  duly  and  gratefully 
received.  Its  reception  was  the  occa- 
sion of  joy  to  my  people,  as  well  as 
to  myself  and  fomily ;  for  our  con- 
tinuance here  depended  upon  it. 
None  but  those,  whose  means  of  liv- 
ing are  limited,  and  who  are  in 
straightened  circumstances,  know 
how  to  prize  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  much  of  its  conveniences  and 
comforts.  We  have  had  some  oppor- 
tunity for  learning  the  value  of  the 
comrrwn  blessings  of  divine  provi- 
dence ;.  and  I  hope  we  have  not  thus 
been  instructed  in  vain.  When  I  last 
wrote  to  you,  ray  family  had  been  for 
months  visited  with  sickness;  but 
God  who  is  rich  in  mercy  to  all  who 
call  upon  him,  has  appeared  for  us, 
and  restored  us  to  usual  health)  which 
we  would  cheerfully  devote  to  his 
service. 

I  have  in  several  instances  visited 
neighboring  churches,  which  are  des- 
titute of  the  stated  ministrations  of 
the  Gospel,  and  preached  to  them, 
and  endeavored  to  edify  and  comfort 
them,  for  which  1  have  received  many 
thanks. 

There  has  been  the  usual  attention 
to  the  means  of  grace,  and  I  think  I 
may  say  in  truth,  that  there  is  an 
increasing  desire  manifested  among 
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my  people,  for  Gospel  privileges;  and 
that  they  are  as  willing,  according  to 
their  ability,  which  is  indeed  small, 
to  aid  in  supporting  the  Gospel,  as 
any  people  I  have  ever  been  ac- 
quainted with. 

A  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  MINISTRY. 

One  of  our  young  men  who  is  dis- 
tinguished for  talents,  and  so  far  as 
we  can  judge,  for  piety  also,  has  re- 
cently gone  to  Hudson,  Ohio,  to  pre- 
pare for  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
and  we  have  several  others,  perhaps 
not  less  promising,  who  would  be 
glad  to  accompany  him,  but  it  seems 
as  if  they  tould  not  be  spared  by  their 
parents  at  present,  who  are  Id  great 
need  of  their  services  for  the  support 
of  their  families.  Should  their  liTes 
be  coatinned  for  a  few  years,  soma  of 
them  I  think  will  surmount  evary 
obstacle,  now  in  their  way,  with-  re- 
spect to  obtaining  an  educalion>  for 
public  usefaineM. 

We  are  pleased  when  the  mttsioasriee 
take  pains  to  select  and  bring  forward  siiifr> 
able  candidates  for  the  mlnietry.  Such  are 
more  likely  than  others  to  settle  in  the  Wesc^ 
and,  other  things  bein^  equal,  they  are  also^ 
on  some  accounis,  the  better  adapted  to  that 
field  of  labor  from  having  been  reared  on  it. 
It  is  particularly  needful  that  such  efibrtabe 
made  from  the  fact,  that  in  the  eastera 
states,  at  the  present  time,  comparatively 
few  are  encouraged  to  offer  themselves  as 
candidates  for  the  ministry.  If  the  annual 
supply  of  these  be  cut  off,  in  a  few  years 
there  will  be  a  corresponding  deficiency  of 
ministers.  To  guard  against  the  effects  of 
this  deficiency  upon  their  own  field,  the 
ministcHra  in  the  West  should  do  all  in  their 
power  to  bring  forward  suitable  laborers  for 
the  ripening  harvest  around  them. 


From  Rev,  S.  Cochrane^   Vermont- 
vilUf  Mich. 

Ministers  located  in  this  western 
eountry  do  not  generally  pass 
through  a  great  variety  of  seenetr. 
We  of  course  caaoot  furnish  yoi» 


with  such  thrilling  narratives  as  we 
often  meet  with  in  the  journals  and 
reports  of  foreign  missionaries,  and 
at  the  present  time,  when  a  state  of 
depression  has  settled  upon  every 
branch  of  business,  and  when  people 
of  almost  every  class  are  struggling 
with  difilculties  and  embarrassments 
of  a  temporal  nature,  we  are  too  fre- 
quently unable  to  report  to  you  any 
great  advancement  in  their  spiritual 
concerns.  In  regard  to  our  ow» 
church  and  people,  however^  tbejra^ 
has  been  a  state  of  things,  in  somere* 
speets,  more  encouraging  than  asuaU 
There  has  been,  during  the  past 
season,  an  addition  of  some  eight  or 
tea  members  to  our  church,  mostljr 
by  letter.  Sonoe  of  these  promise  to> 
be  useful  and  efficient  members.  But 
still  we  want,  and  greatly  need  some 
who  have  a  more  elevated  and  endur* 
ing  standard  of  piety.  For  reasoDt 
which  are  obvious,  a  high  degree  of 
meral  courage  and  piety,  which  burni 
with  such  ardor  that  ncHhing  can  e»- 
tifiguish  it,  is  not  of  very  frequent 
occurrence  in  our  western  churches. 
Sj^eculation  has  had  its  day — and  tliis- 
day  has  gone  by — ^but  ks  footsteps 
are  still  seen  in  the  ruinous  havoc  it 
has  made,  and  in  the  disastrous  tracl^ 
it  has  left  behind  ;  and  years  to  come 
will  feel  the  tremendousconsequences- 
of  t^e  shock.  Then  comes  the  hard, 
but  indispensable  labor  of  building 
houses,  clearing  lands,  making  fenceSi 
and  procuring  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence for  the  first  two  or  three  years 
in  a  new  country.  And  for  the  last 
sir  months  past,  the  rage  of  political 
excitement  has  swallowed  up  every 
thing  else.  These  are  some  of  the 
causes  which  extinguish  the  fiame  of 
piety  among  us,  and  cause  the  church* 
vo  bleed  at  almost  every  pore. 

▲  BIBLE  CLAS& 

Still,  however,  during^ the  summer 
past,  a  good  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  means  of  grace.  Our  meetings 
on  the  Sabbath  have  been  well  at- 
tended, and  the  preaching  of  the  word 
has  been  listened  to  with  apparent  in- 
terest. But  perhaps  the  most  profita- 
ble exercise  that  we  have  attended  to, 
has  beea  our  Bible  class.    So  long  as 
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my  health  permitted,  the  lesson  of 
the  class  was  attended  to  as  a  third 
exercise,  at  hve  o'clock.  The  meet- 
ing was  usually  as  well  attended  as 
the  other  exercises  on  the  Sabbath  ; 
and  all  who  were  present,  whether 
professors  of  religion  or  not,  gene- 
rally took  a  part  in  the  lesson ;  and 
many  of  those  who  make  no  preten- 
sions to  religion,  have  seemed  to  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  the  examination  of 
religious  truth.  During  the  spring 
and  former  part  of  the  summer,  we 
were  occupied  with  an  examination 
of  the  ten  commandments.  These 
we  took  up  in  all  their  different  bear- 
ings. We  usually  spent  from  three 
to  hve  Sabbaths  on  each  command- 
ment of  the  decalogue.  By  examin- 
ing the  law  thus  fully,  we  have  been 
led  to  see  very  clearly  that  it  is  in- 
deed holy,  and  just,  and  good. 


From  Rev.  E,  Child,  Albion  and  Con- 
cord^ Mich. 

'  I  commenced  labor  in  Albion  and 
Concord,  about  two  years  since.  The 
lurches  were  about  equal  in  num- 
bers, containing  about  twenty-four 
members  each.  Since  that  time  they 
have  gradually  increased  till  they 
number — thechuTchinConcord,about 
40,  and  the  church  in  Albion,  about 
56  members.  There  have  been,  with- 
in that  time,  precious  revivals  in  both 
congregations.  Within  the  last  six 
months  there  has  been  no  peculiar 
religious  interest  in  either  society. 
But  there  has  been  a  good  attend- 
ance upon  the  ordinary  means  of 
grace.  The  institutions  of  religion 
may  be  said  to  be  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. There  are  usually  some  at 
every  communion  admitted  to  the 
churches  by  letter  or  profession,  or 
both. 

We  labor  under  a  great  disadvan- 
tage at  Concord,  in  not  having  a 
meeting-house.  At  present,  we  meet 
one  quarter  of  the  time  in  a  school- 
house,  which  is  a  tolerably  comforta- 
ble place.  The  other  quarter,  we  oc- 
cupy a  room  that  is  far  from  being 
comfortable,  yet  the  best  that  is  to 
be  obtained.    There  will  probably 


be  some  effort  made  next  winter  to 
secure  a  house  of  worship  in  process 
of  time.  Money  at  present  is  out  of 
tht)  question  in  Michigan. 

The  church  at  Albion  is  better  off 
in  regard  to  a  house  of  worship  than 
the  congregation  at  Concord,  having 
in  the  early  part  of  this  summer 
completed  a  small  yet  commodious 
session  house. 

The  cause  of  temperance  in  both 
places  is  advancing.  In  Albion  we 
have  two  temperance  stores,  and  one 
temperance  tavern.  We  have  socie- 
ties on  the  plan  of  total  abstinence 
in  both  congregations,  very  respecta- 
ble as  to  numbers.  Frequent  efforts 
are  made  to  keep  the  cause  alive,  and 
with  considerable  success.  All  the 
benevolent  institutions  of  the  day  are 
warmly  cherished  by  the  ehurchesy 
though  their  limited  means  prevent 
them  from  doing  much. 

On  the  whole,  I  think  the  aid  ren- 
dered by  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  is  aceom- 
plishing  all  the  good  which  could 
rationally  be  expected.  The  work 
of  giving  the  gospel  to  dying  men  is 
a  glorious  work,  and  whether  we  d(^ 
it  by  declaring  the  precepts  of  the 
Gospel  ourselves,  or  aiding  others  in 
doing  it,  we  shall  have  our  reward. 


GRATEFVL  RECEPTION   OF  Am* 

I  have  received  my  commission  ; 
and  I  assure  you  that  it  was  received 
with  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
your  Society  for  the  timely  aid  thu» 
proffered  me  in  my  present  embar- 
rassed situation.  My  mind  feels  re- 
lieved from  the  pressure  of  trouble, 
and  I  look  on  you  r  Society  as  an  angel 
of  mercy  to  minister  to  the  afflicted 
consolation  and  hope  amid  depress 
sion  and  want. 

REMARK. 

It  win  be  pereeived  from  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  extracts  which  we  have  giveii< 
above  of  letters  from  Michigan,  thaC  the 
situation  of  the  chorchea  and  ministers  callit 
for  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  their  eastern 
frieodffh  An  active  friend  of  Hom«  Mksiona^ 
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who  has  done  much  by  bift  counsels  and  per-   a  young  woman  from  Ireland,  able 


Bonal  aid  to  cheer  the  heart  of  many  labor- 
era  in  that  field,  writes  to  us  under  date  of 
Oct.  23d— 

What  Michigan  ministers  are  to  do 
this  winter,  the  God  in  whom  they 
trust,  alone  can  tell.  At  the  synod, 
last  week,  your  agent,  Mr.  durry, 
was  present  and  made  an  address; 
and  then  we  all  talked,  and  wept,  and 
prayed,  and  resolved  to  toil  on.  Oh, 
how  different  the  lot  of  ministers  and 
Christians  in  Boston  and  New-York  I 


CANADA. 

FromJRev.  David  DobiCj  Hunting- 
donj  L,  C. 

My  labors  have  formerly  been  con- 
fined principally  to  the  village  and 
the  two  neighborhoods,  in  which  roost 
of  my  people  dwell.  But  on  the  1st 
July,  the  Lord  opened  to  me  another 
field,  little  visited  by  any  christian 
minister;  thickly  inhabited;  and  in 
the  language  of  some  of  themselves, 
perishing  K>r  lack  of  knowledge.  It 
18  eight  miles  distant.  Invited  to 
preach  there  by^  a  member  of  another 
ehnrch,  and  thmking,by  the  blessing 
of  God,  thus  to  extend  the  borders  of 
Zion,  I  sent  them  notice  that  they 
might  expect  a  sermon  once  a  fort- 
night on  Sabbath  evening.  The  first 
meeting  was  crowded  and  attentive ; 
and  the  feelings  of  some,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  have  gradually 
become  more  tender  and  solemn. 
Whether  I  shall  be  able  to  supply 
them  regularly  is  uncertain ;  but  the 
importance  of  the  field  is  such,  that 
no  pains  should  be  spared,  so  long  as 
there  remains  any  prospect  of  doing 
good. 

FRUIT  AFTER  MANY  DAYS. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the| 
work  of  grace  which  commenced 
amongst  this  people  in  March  last, 
was  traced  to  the  death  of  a  little 
child.  [See  H.  Miss,  for  June,  1840, 
p.  33.1  In  the  family  in  which  it 
died,  there  lived  a  Roman  Catholic, 


indeed  to  read,  but  who  had  never 
received  any  common  school  iostrac^ 
tion.  During  the  funeral  service,  it 
was  observed  that  she  wept ;  but  an 
attempt  having  been  made  to  eon- 
verse  with  her  on  the  concerns  of  her 
soul,  she  instantly  suppressed  her 
emotions  and  put  on  an  air  of  the 
greatest  apparent  indifference.  In 
the  course  of  the  meetings,  which 
were  frequent  about  that  time,  it  was 
often  remarked  that  all  in  the  settle* 
ment  seemed  affected  but  herself.  Yet 
she  never  directly  opposed  the  work. 
When  addressed,  she  would  reply  in 
a  monosyllable  or  a  laugh,  as  thouffh 
what  was  said  might  be  true,  but  she 
was  determined  to  continue  in  her 
present  faith,  as  well  as  practice.  An 
individual  of  the  same  creed  as  her- 
self had  publicly  renounced  it;  but 
even  this  event  had  no  effect  for  the 
present.  Her  mind  seemed  to  be 
proof  against  the  Gospel.  None  of 
us  had  the  faintest  hopes  of  what  I 
am  now  about  to  record ;  for  it  ap« 
peered  in  vain  to  hope. 

How  wonderful  is  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  I  We  have  been  rebuked  for 
our  unbelief  by  the  wonders  which 
he  has  wrought.  When  we  had 
ceased  to  remerober  that  poor  be* 
nighted  soul,  God  in  his  rich  mercy 
was  effectually  drawing  her  to  him* 
self— that  all  the  glory  might  be  his 
own.  She  had  felt  keenly  the  death 
of  the  little  child.  It  was  the  firaC 
arrow  that  ever  pierced  her  heart; 
although  she  successfully,  for  a  time, 
concealed  the  wound  it  made.  The 
next  arrow  came  from  hymn  83,  of 
the  village  collection.  While  this 
hymn  was  singing  she  had,  unob- 
served, burst  into  tears  and  retired  to 
another  room.  She  here  spent  a  sea- 
son of  deep  agony.  But  the  veil  yet 
remained  upon  her  heart  untaken 
away.  Nevertheless,  conviction  for 
sin  had  commenced,  and  ripened  at 
length  into  repentance.  A  painful 
impression,  she  knew  not  how,  had 
taken  firm  possession  of  her  mind, 
that  her  religious  connections  were 
about  to  be  sundered  and  destroyed. 
This  was  to  be  traced  to  the  incom- 
patibility between  holding  on  to  the 
errors  of  Roman  Catholicism,  and  a 
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«f€l]  grounded  hope  of  salyation.  Of 
this  incompatibility  she  was  fully 
aware;  and  it  finally  became  the 
turning  point,  in  the  great  questipn 
which  now  agitated  her  whole  soul. 
The  necessity  of  a  new  heart  she 
always  acknowledged.  Holiness  of 
life,  she  knew  GckI  required  of  all 
who  entertain  a  hope  in  Jesus.  But 
lo  forsake  her  friends,  her  priest,  her 
rtligion^  required  a  struggle,  the  bare 
conception  of  which  tended  power 
fully  to  throw  her  back  into  her  for- 
filer  stupidity. 

Divine  grace  was  at  length  victori- 
ous, and  the  man  of  sin  driven  from 
his  last  refuge.  Oo  a  certain  day. 
while  sitting  at  her  wheel,  her  mind 
being  wholly  occupied  with  what  she 
ought  to  do,  the  controversy  was  nar- 
rowed down  to  a  single  alternative, 
"  God  or  my  friends."  Suddenly  tlie 
wheel  stopped :  the  thread  fell  from 
her  hands ;  and,  while  joy  involun- 
larily  spread  itself  over  her  counte- 
nance, at  the  clearness  with  which 
«he  now  saw  her  duty,  she  cried  out: 
<<I  will  cleave  to  God."  The  battle 
was  fought  and  woo.  The  Lord  gave 
her  a  new  heart.  Her  former  re- 
served and  obstinate  disposition  is 
clean  gone.  **  Old  things  are  passed 
away  :  behold  all  things  are  become 
new."  She  has  since  applied  for  ad- 
mission, and  is  now  a  member  of  this 
•church. 

Death  has  again  entered  my  little 
flock;  and  taken  an  aged  disciple  to 
his  rest.  He  died  eminently  hap- 
py. His  last  days  were  his  best.  On 
the  awful  verge  of  eternity,  he  ex- 
claimed in  my  hearing,  with  uplifted 
hands :  "  Thanks  be  to  God,  my  fears 
are  all  gone  I"  Being  asked  how  they 
were  taken  away,  his  joyful  answer 
was:  ''By  the  peace  speaking  blood 
d*  Jesus."  Full  of  years,  this  old 
ttkdjk  has  gone  down  to  the  grave 
poor,  unnoticed  and  unknown;  but 
we  trust  he  has  been  exalted  i  n  heaven 
to  honor,  glory  and  immortality,  be- 
ing made  a  king  and  a  priest  unlo 
God. 

The  quarter  past  seems  to  have 
boea  one  of  sowing ;  the  gathering  I 
hope  will  follow  soon.  Threo  weekly 
prayer  meetings  are  uniformly  well 
mttendcd;  a  foorih  ba*been  recently 


established  in  this  village  in  the  fac^ 
of  great  discouragements.  We  hope 
the  Lord  will  hear  us,  for  his  great 
name's  sake.  The  brethren  arc  at 
peace  among  themselves;  and  I  trust 
making  progress  in  grace.  There 
are  but  few  Sabbaths  in  which  any 
are  absent  from  church;  and  at  our 
communion  seasons,  once  a  quarter  it 
generally  happens,  that  all  are  pre- 
sent. 


From  Rev.  K  B.  Fox^  Qranby^  L.  C. 

PASTORAL  LIBRARY. 

I  ventured  to  solicit  aid  from  some 
of  my  particular  friends,  towards  [>ur- 
chasmg  a  few  books  for  a  theological 
library.  It  was  a  measure  novel  to 
me ;  but  after  consideration,  prayer, 
and  consultation,  I  determined  to 
adopt  it.  Although  trying  to  my 
feelings,  I  ventured  to  make  known 
my  wants.  The  result  was  favora- 
ble beyond  my  hopes.  Seventy  dol- 
lars were  put  into  my  hands,  which 
money  was  expended  in  the  purchase 
of  a  few  standard  works.  In  my  lit- 
tle library  now  stand  Edwards% 
D wight's,  and  Stuart's  works,  dec, 
&A.  For  this  expression  of  interest 
for  me  and  for  Canada,  I  wish  to  be 
truly  grateful  to  the  Father  of  Mer- 
cies. 


TEMPERANCE   EFFORTS  NEEDEU. 

What  I  had  done  before  I  had  a 
commission  from  you,  to  promote  ab- 
stinence from  ardent  spirits,  and  af- 
terwards to  abstain  from  all  intoxi- 
cating drinks.  I  trust  is  like  a  'kittle 
leaven,"  graauaily  but  slowly  lea- 
vening the  lump;  having  reco- 
vered several  individuals,  and  ex- 
cluded the  evil  from  many  families. 
Yet  the  great  body  of  the  people  in 
some  parts,  are  getting  worse  and 
worse,  deceiving  and  being  deceived. 
Two  men  died  near  me  lately  by 
drinking ;  and  much  liquor  was  drunk, 
and  many  were  drunken  at  the 
funeral^  and  what  is  worse,  most^  if 
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not  all  of  them,  were  church  mem- 
bers, admitted  to  all  church  ordi- 
nances. The  people,  as  of  old,  love 
to  have  smooth  things  spoken  to 
them;  and  whether  smooth  or  other- 
wise, they  can  easily  forgive  the 
preacher,  if  he  will  receive  them  as 
Christians,  just  as  they  are,  and  as 
they  choose  to  live. 

RELraiODS    BOOKS. 

One  token  for  good  is,  that  five  or 
six  of  the  libraries,  sent  out  at  half 
price  by  the  Religious  Tract  Society 
in  London,  containing  100  vols.,  are 
bought  and  read  in  the  dif&rent  places 
wh«re  I  occasionally  preach.  1  hope 
they  will  do  good  to  the  young  in 
SabVath  schools^  as  well  as  to  others. 


NCIV.YORK. 
From  Rev.  R,  A.  Avery.  ZdinbierglL. 

N.  y. 

▲  BRAlfD  PLUCKED   FROM  THE  BURNING. 

In  my  last  quarterly  report  I  men- 
tioned one  or  two  conversions  within, 
a  few  days  pnevious  to  its  date.  0«e 
of  those  cases  was  a  man  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  who  spent  the  last  winr 
ler — the  season  of  our  revival — in  the 
"  far  west,"  and  had  returned  to  this 
place  to  spend  a  few  weeks  with  his 
friends,  and  then  remove  his  family, 
a  wife  and  three  lovely  children,  to 
the  land,  the  wilderness  o(  his  choice. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  here,  he  was 
awakened  in  view  of  his  condition  as 
a  sinner  against  God,  and  at  my 
first  interview  during  the  intermis- 
sion, on  the  Sabbath  before  his  de- 
parture, his  inquiry  was,  "  Sir,  what 
must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  He  had 
formerly  imbibed  the  doctrine  of  uni- 
versal salvation,  but  now  seemed 
.  teachable  as  a  child.  I  tried  lodireet 
his  mind  to  Christ  Jesus,  as  the  only 
help  for  the  guilty,  returning  sinner^ 
Before  he  left,  which  was  on  Thurs- 
day, he  seemed  the  most  happy  of 
human  beings,  rejoicing  in  hope  of 
immortal  life,  and  exhorting  his  for- 
mer associate*  to  abandon  their  «vrors 


and  ungodliness,  and  fiee  to  the  hope 
of  the  Gospel.  After  he  had  started 
on  his  journey,  he  called  on  several 
families  of  his  acquaintance,  to  tell 
them  "  what  God  had  done  for  his 
soul."  In  a  few  weeks  his  friends 
here  received  a  letter  mentioning  his 
safe  arrival  at  his  destined  place, 
with  much  that  breathed  a  new  spirit 
in  the  writer^  and  many  admonitions 
and  exhortations  to  those  who  were 
still  unreconciled  to  God!  A  few 
days  more  brought  the  intelligence 
that  his  work  for  this  world  was 
done— that  he  had  gone  to  his  final 
account— that  hedied  in  the  triumphs 
of  faith,  exhibiting  the  most  satisfac- 
tory evidence  that  what  was  so  great 
a  loss  to  his  dear  family,  left  in  a  land 
of  strangers,  was  his  unspeakable 
gain. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  many  as- 
pects of  this  event,  "  a  brand  pluck- 
ed"—just  snatched  out  of  the  firer-na 
dead  sinner  raised  to  life,  immortal 
life— the  new  songs-^the  harp  of  gold 
—the  crown  of  glory— the  unending 
state  of  purity  and  holiness«^I  am 
led  to  exclaim  '^  how  good,  how  no- 
ble, the  self-denying  work  of  preach- 
ing the  Gospel  to  the  poor ;  and  how 
grand,  how  heaven-like,  the  enter- 
prise of  the  H.  M.  Society,  wh'idk 
sends  the  bread  of  life  to  those  who, 
but  for  it9  efforts,  might  wail  in  de- 
spair?" Were  this  case  the  only  one 
which  you  could  see  as  the  imme- 
diate reward  for  your  contributions, 
or  we  for  our  labors,  well  might  we 
unitedly  rejoice  to  be  made  co-work- 
ers with  God.  But  when  we  refieot 
that  within  the  last  nine  months  some 
sixty  or  more  are  indulging  the  same 
hopes,  and  may  one  day  unite  in  the 
same  song,  how  should'  the  friends  of 
missions  be  encouraged,  and  your 
missionaries  humbled  ana  stimulated 
to  renewed  efibrts  T 


From  Rev.  James  Hildreth,  Haver- 
straWy  N,  Y. 

KNCOURAOIIIG  PROCtRESS  OP  ▲  MEW  CON- 
GRBOATION. 

Since  the  organization   of   this 
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church,  wc  have  not  enjoyed  a  com- 
munion season  without  the  addition 
of  one  or  more  to  our  number.  We 
have,  in  all,  thirty  communicants; 
thirteen  of  these  were  our  original 
members,  twelve  have  joined  us  upon 
profession  of  their  faith,  and  the  re- 
maining five  are  from  other  churches. 
The  congregation  at  first  was  dis- 
couragingly  small,  numbering  not 
more  for  several  Sabbaths,  than  frem 
15  to  30  persons.  We  have  by  per- 
severance in  our  efforts  to  sustain 
our  meetings,  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  permanent  attendance  of  from  300 
to  400.  The  causes  which  operated 
against  us  at  first,  are  almost  entirely 
removed,  and  the  encouragements 
which,  under  the  blessing  of  God, 
now  present  themselves,  give  une- 
quivocal testimony  that  our  "labor  is 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.''  Interest 
has  greatly  increased  in  our  evening 
meetings,  as  well  during  the  week  as 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  some  of  our 
young  converts  take  a  decided  and 
active  part  in  the  meetings  for  prayer 
and  exhortation.  An  increased  in- 
terest appears  to  have  been  awakened 
in  the  reading  of  the  scriptures,  and 
not  a  few  of  our  people  follow  the 
noble  example  of  the  Bereans  of  old, 
«nd  as  they  return  home  from  the 
sanctuary,  they  "  search  the  scrip- 
tures" to  see  whether  the  things 
taught  them  are  so.  And  thus  a 
knowledge  of  scripture  truth  is  doubly 
communicated  to  their  minds. 

Another  cheering  aspect  of  our  af- 
fairs, is  presented  at  the  family  altar, 
reared  amidstgroups  of  tender  minds. 
Under  the  roof  of  obscurity,  and 
sometimes  of  great  indigence,  the 
voice  of  thanksgiving  and  the  sound 
of  praise  is  heard  to  ascend,  from  lips 
newly  opened  by  the  power  of  the 
Spirit,  and  prompted  by  hearts  but 
lately  made  acquainted  with  the  ten- 
der mercies  of  a  covenant-keeping 
God. 


A  board  of  Domestic  Missions  for 
the  southern  states  has  been  organ- 
ized by  a  convention  of  ministers  at 
Cassville,  Ga. 


THE  FIVE  CONTRIBUTORS, 

OK 
THB  PBOPORTION  OF  UBEBAUTT ILLITSTBATBO. 

The  tenth,  or  any  other  proportion  of  a 
nch  man's  income  though  larger,  is  not  so 
liberal  a  dft,  as  the  same  proportion  of  a 
poor  man^ ;  hence  our  ratio  of  giving  should 
vary,  as  the  excess  of  our  income  above  our 
necessary  wants.  The  principle  here  stated 
is  thus  illustrated  by  an  Eughsh  writer. 

1.  Here  is  a  person  in  the  middle  rank  of 
life :  he  has  an  income  of  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year;  but  he  has  a  large  &mily, 
wholly  dependent  upon  him  for  their  support 
and  for  their  future  settlement  in  life.  They 
need  every  ftirthinghe  acquires;  but  he  Iovm 
the  cause  of  God,  contributes  to  it  in  various 
ways,  and  from  him  a  Missionary  and  a 
Bible  society  each  receives  an  annual  pound. 

2.  Near  him  resides  a  christian  friend  with 
a  similar  income,  but  no  family  whatever, 
and  no  one  dependent  upon  him ;  he  lives  in 
comfort,  and  contributes  a  similar  sum  to  the 
same  societies. 

Is  there  any  reasonable  proportion  be- 
tween the  liberality  of  these  two  persons-t 
One  with  difficulty  parts  with  what  his 
family  needs  ;  the  other  gives  what  he 
scarcely  feels.  The  former  denies  himself  to 
impart  his  aid ;  the  latter  exercises  no  self- 
denial  whatever,  nor  lessens  any  of  his  com- 
forts. 

3.  Near  him  dwells  a  third  individual  f 
he  too  is  professedly  a  Christian.  He  has 
five  hundred  pounds  a  year.  He  lives  in  the 
same  style  as  his  friends ;  and  when  he  haa 
defrayed  his  yearly  expenditure,  he  has  thre« 
hundred  remaining  to  lay  by.  Out  of  this 
he  gives  a  similar  subscription  t»  the  sama 
societies. 

Now  is  there  any  comparison  between  tha 
generosity  of  the  first  individual  and  this 
latter  1  The  first  sqaeeiaa  his  subscription 
out  of  a  sum  that  will  barely  defray  his  ex* 
penditure ;  the  last  presents  his  from  what 
forms — as  far  as  the  present  time  is  con- 
cerned—an unneeded  surplus.  The  first  can- 
not lay  up  a  single  pound ;  the  last  lays  up 
his  hundreds,  and  by  them  is  continually 
accumulating  more.  The  first  deducts  his 
two  pounds  from  an  income  that  will  barely 
supply  his  wants,  but  he  denies  himself,  that 
he  may  contribute  that  tarn.    The  last  gives 
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but  the  hundred  and  fiftieth  part  of  a  surplus 
above  his  wants.  Would  he  vie  with  his 
less  wealthy  neighbor  in  liberality?  It  is 
evident  he  must  contribute  not  his  two 
pounds,  but  his  surplus  three  hundred 
pounds,  to  the  cause  of  God. 

4.  In  the  same  church  is  another,  whose 
annual  income  is  a  thousand  pounds.  He 
is  not  esteemed  a  miser,  nor  is  be  peculiarly 
deficient  in  acts  of  kindness  to  the  poor 
around  him ;  but  when  he  has  given  some- 
thing to  them,  and  abundantly  supplied  his 
own  wants,  he  still  adds  to  his  property  five 
hundred  pounds.  He  contributes  to  the 
Bible  and  Missionary  cause  the  same  sum  as 
his  friends. 

5.  in  the  same  church  is  a  poor  girl,  who 
supports  herself,  and  in  a  great  degree  her 
mother,  and  whose  weekly  earnings  are 
■even  shillings,  yet  she  gives  to  the  same 
societies  two-pence  a  week. 

How  little  proportion  exists  between  the 
liberality  of  these  individuals!  How  con- 
temptible are  the  annual  subscriptions  of 
those  deemed  respectable,  when  compared 
with  the  poor  girl's  weekly  donation  !  She 
gives  the  forty-second  part  of  her  income ; 
the  most  liberal  of  them  gives  but  the  hun- 
dreth  part  of  his.  The  next  contributes  but 
the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  part  of  his  in- 
come, and  the  hundred  and  fiftieth  part  of 
his  accumulating  surplus.  The  richest  im- 
parts but  the  five  hundreth  part  of  his  in- 
come, and  only  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth 
part  of  a  spare  sum  that  he  hoards  up— he 
knows  not  for  what  or  for  whom.  Let  him 
with  two  hundred  a  year  be  as  liberal  as  his 
poor  neighbor,  and  he  would  change  his  two 
pounds  annually  to  five.  Let  him  with  five 
hundred  give  the  forty-second  part  of  his 
income,  and  instead  of  two  pounds,  his  sub- 
scriptions would  swell  to  nearly  twelve;  and 
let  him  with  an  annual  thousand  contribute 
in  the  same  proportion  as  his  poor  neighbor, 
and  we  should  no  longer  see  two  pounds  the 
amount  of  his  two  subscriptions?,  but  they 
would  rise  to  nearly  twenty-four.  At  the 
sight  of  such  subscriptions,  some  would  ex- 
claim, "  What  liberality !"  No !  the  poor 
girl  would  still  far  outdo  them  all.  She  gives 
the  weekly  two-pence  from  her  necessity ; 
their  splendid  subscriptions  would  be  but  a 
■mall  part  of  their  superfluity^m  neither 
ca0e  the  twentieth  part  of  a  sam  not  required 


for  present  wants,  but  heaped  up  as  treasure 
upon  earth.  Would  he  with  a  property  yield- 
ing annually  five  hundred  pounds,  vie  with 
the  poor  girl's  humble  donation,  he  must  give 
to  the  cause  of  God,  at  least  his  snperfiuouB 
three  hundred  pounds;  and  would  he  with 
the  thousand  approach  her  in  generosity,  he 
must  at  least  contribute  his  treasured  five 
hundred.  Even  then  their  liberality  would 
not  equal  hera,  for  they  would  bestow  what 
they  do  not  now  want,  and  never  may,  while 
she  gives  what  is  required  to  meet  her  daily 
necessities;  and  every  farthing  she  contri- 
butes  subs  tracts  some  comfort  from  the  few 
she  enjoys. 


THE  LAW  AND  THE  GOSPEL? 

OR 

A   COMPAEISOW    OP  THB   CLAIMS  UPOIC  TH» 
BENEFICENCE  OF  THB  JEW  AND  THB  CHB18* 
TIAN. 

Coniribuiiona  which  wtr*  enjoined  on  the 
Jews. 

1.  The  tenth  part  of  the  produce  of  the  land 
of  Canaan  was  required  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Priests  and  Levites.    Num.  xviii.  21. 

2.  The  tenth  of  the  remaining  nine  parts, 
was,  two  years  out  of  three,  expended  in  re- 
ligious feasting  at  the  place  of  the  sanctuary 
as  an  expression  of  gratitude  to  God  for  the 
bounties  of  his  providence.  Every  third 
year,  this  feast  was  observed  at  home,  for  the 
special  benefit  of  the  Levite,  the  stranger, 
and  the  fatherless.    Deut.  xiv.  22—27. 

3.  The  fruit  of  all  trees  newly  planted  wae 
for  three  years  regarded  as  unclean,  and  the 
use  of  it  foj'biddcn.  That  which  grew  the 
fourth  year  was  devoted  to  the  Lord.  Lev. 
xix.  23,  24. 

4.  The  first  of  all  the  fruit  of  the  earth. 
Deut.  xxvi.  2,  &c.  Also,  the  first  born  of  all 
animals.    Ex.  xiii.  12, 13;  Num.iii.44— Bl. 

5.  The  Jews  were  required  to  leave  the 
corn  in  the  corners  of  the  fields  for  the  use  of 
the  poor.  Lev.  xix.  9.  And  to  avoid  fraud* 
which  might  be  practised  in  this  case,  it  wae 
determined  to  leave  the  sixtieth  part  qf  the 
land  as  a  just  proportion  for  the  poor. 

6.  The  spontaneous  produce  of  the  landi^ 
every  seventh  year,  was  a  common  atock  te 
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the  poor,  but  not  to  be  gathered  and  appro- 
priated by  the  owners.    Ex.  zziii.  11. 

7.  All  debts  contracted  among  the  Jews 
were  released  at  the  end  of  every  seven  years. 
Deut.  XY.  1,2. 

'8.  To  the  above  are  to  be  added,  extraordi- 
nary expenses  for  sacrifices,  oblations,  jour- 
neys to  Jcnisalem  at  the  three  solemn  feasts, 
annually,  (Deut.  xvi.  16,)  the  third  of  a  shekel 
yearly  to  the  sanctuary,  (Neh.  x.  32,)  and  va- 
rious other  items  connected  with  the  political 
state  and  ceremonial  worship  of  the  Jews; 
so  that  more  than  one  fourth,  and  perhaps 
nearly  one  halfot  their  income,  was  in  such 
ways  devoted  to  public  and  religious  pur- 
poses. 

What  is  required  qfthe  Christian  ? 

"  The  Grospel  does  not,  with  the  minuteness 
of  the  Mosaic  law,  prescribe  rules  as  to  the 
portions  of  income  that  should  be  devoted  to 
benevolent  and  religious  objects,  but  it  can- 
not be  reasonably  supposed  that  its  spuit  is 
less  generous,  or  that  the  obligations  of  its 
friends  to  support  religion,  and  relieve  the 
afflicted,  are  less  than  were  those  of  pious 
Jews.  Nor  can  the  importance  of  their  up^ 
holding  religion  by  their  property  be  less  now 
than  it  was  in  darker  ages,  three  thousand 
years  ago.  Without,  therefore,  intimating 
that  Christians  are  bound,  by  the  letter  of 
precepts  peculiar  to  the  Mosaic  law,  it  may 
be  fully  maintained,  that  whatever  is  noble 
and  generous  in  the  law,  is  outdone  in  tlie 
Gospel;  and  that  the  spirit  of  a  Christian 
should,  in  no  case,  be  less  benevolent  than 
the  spirit  of  the  pious  Jew.  Can  this  be  rea- 
sonably denied  1  Can  it  be  refuted  7  Can  it 
be  maintained  that  where  there  are  greater 
obligations  to  benevolence  than  Israel  knew, 
less  benevolence  and  love  are  required  ?" 
[J.  G,  Pike, 

"It  is  related  in  Roman  history,  that  when 
the  people  of  CoUatia  stipulated  about  their 
•urrender  to  the  authority  and  protection  of 
Rome,  the  question  asked  was,  *'  Do  you  de- 
liver up  yourselves,  theCollatine  people,  your 
city,  your  fields,  your  water,  your  bounds, 
your  temples,  your  utensils,  all  things  that 
are  yours,  both  human  and  divine,  into  the 
bands  of  the  people  of  Rome  T*   And  on  their 


replying,  "  We  deliver  up  all,"  they  were  re- 
ceived. The  voluntary  surrender  which  yon, 
Christian,  have  made  to  Christ,  though  nof 
so  detailed  and  specific  as  this  formula,  is 
equally  comprehensive.  And  do  you  not  ao* 
count  those  your  best  moments  when  yon 
feel  constramed  to  lament  that  your  surrender 
comprehends  no  more?  Can  yon  recall  to 
mind  the  way  in  which  he  has  redeemed  you, 
tbe  misery  from  which  he  has  snatched  you, 
and  the  blessedness  to  which  he  is  conduct- 
ing you,  without  feeling  that  he  has  bought 
you  a  thousand  times  over  7  that  you  are  his 
by  the  tenderest,  weightiest  obligations? 
And  when  you  feel  thus,  how  utterly  impos- 
sible would  it  be  for  you  at  such  a  moment 
to  stipulate  for  an  exception  in  favor  of  your 
property! — ^to  harbor  a  mental  reservation 
in  favor  of  that  F*  [  Harris. 


SYSTEMATIC  BENEVOLENCE 


BBLATION  TO  AOXITCIES. 

In  proportion  as  the  devices  of  christian 
enterprise  are  multiplied,  the  number  of  dit* 
tinct  applications  for  contributiona  increase. 
When  the  American  Bible  Society  was  tbe 
only  important  public  chanty,  the  calls  on  a 
given  congregation  for  pecuniary  donations 
I  wece  few.  But  as  Foreign  Missionary,  Ed«- 
c»t4on«  Tract,  and  Home  Missionary  Socie- 
ties, with  many  others,  have  come  succes- 
sively before  the  American  churches,  each 
demonstrating  its  claim  for  patronage,  there 
have  not  been  wanting  loud  complaints  that 
the  calls  are  too  frequent,-^that  such  a  per- 
petual solicitation  by  agents,  is  becoming 
a  burden  too  heavy  to  be  borne. 

To  this  our  benevolent  societies  may  an- 
swer, "Well,  brethren,  take  your  choice. 
Raise  the  funds  yourselves,  without  the 
presence  of  agents,  or  else  receive  the  agents 
cheerfully,  for  their  work's  sake."  There  is 
not  a  benevolent  society  in  the  land,  but 
would  joyfully  lay  aside  its  agencies  for  rais- 
ing money,  if  it  could  do  so  without  ceasmjBr 
all  operations.  No  part  of  the  moral  ma- 
chinery of  the  age  causes  its  conductors  so 
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much  toil  and  care  ai  this.  So  thankleas  is 
this  work,  that  as  a  general  rule,  no  man  un- 
dertakes the  duties  of  a  soliciting  agent,  un- 
til he  has  made  up  his  mind  toendurancci  far 
more  difficult  than  the  bearing  of  mere  bodi- 
ly privations,  .which  wins  for  the  Foreign 
Missionary  so  much  sympathy  and  eclat. 
Although  the  agent  goes  to  the  churches  on 
their  oxDH  business^  (for  our  benevolent  enter- 
prises are  no  private  affairs,  they  are  the  proper 
work  of  Christ's  people— the  very  work  for 
which  he  permits  them  to  exist,)  yet  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  he  is  received  with  some 
other  feeling,  than  a  hearty  welcome.  Either 
his  object  is  opposed  outright,  or  the  people 
are  too  poor  to  give  any  thiog,  or  they  have 
given  so  much  already,  or  it  is  the  wrong 
time,  or  (which  is  often  the  real  reason)  the 
minister  has  so  failed  to  instruct  his  people 
in  their  duty,  that  he  is  afraid  if  he  do  not 
interpose  himself  as  a  shield  between  their 
IMirses  and  the  solicitations  of  agents,  they 
will  be  dissatisfied. 

If  the  churches,  then,  have  to  complain 
that  the  charitable  societies  send  so  many 
Agents,  the  cause  of  Christ  has  an  equal  right 
to  complain,  that  the  backwardness  of  the 
churches,  and  their  want  of  a  system  of 
charitable  contributions,  render  agencies  in- 
dispensable. 

Thfi  obvious  remedy ^  tJurefore,  for  an  ex» 
ctaaivt  use  qfffu  agency  system^  is  a  system 
pf  individual  and  congregational  charity. 

in  favor  of  systematic  charity,  ^--by  which 
Wf  tnetin^frequeni  giving^  according  to  some 
nds  thatju^es  the  time^  objects,  and  amount 
of  our  tkarity^^w^  mention  soijw  argu- 
ments, viz. 

1.  It  is  a  means  of  grace  to  indSviduals.  Be- 
nevolence is  holiness^  and  the  want  of  it  sin. 
Occasions  for  exercising  benevolence  are 
therefore  means  of  grace.  A  man  who  lives 
without  giving,  lives  without  growth  in  the 
grace  of  benevolence.  It  is  just  as  rational 
to  suppose  a  man  will  grow  in  piety,  who 
lives  without  stated  eeasonsof  prayer,  as  that 
his  heart  can  expand  and  his  Jove  fiow  out  to 
the  kingdom  of  Christ,  without  stated 
seasons  of  contribution  to  help  forward  that 
lungdom.  If  he  have  no  system  to  insure 
the  measure  and  the  time  of  his  benevolence, 
but  leaves  it  to  be  directed  by  the  mere  im- 
pulses of  feeling,  which  may  or  may  not  ec- 
car;  there  are  many  probabilities  to  one,  that 


selfishness  and  Satan  will  never  allow  him 
the  occasion  or  the  desire  to  give. 

2.  In  no  other  way  than  by  a  system  of 
benevolent  effort,  can  a  church  be  certain 
of  doing  its  duty.  That  it  is  ihe  duty  of 
churches  to  do  something  for  the  spread  of 
the  Bible,  no  Christian  will  deny.  But  the 
Bible  Society  cannot  send  an  agent  every 
year  to  each  congregation.  Those  congrega- 
tions, therefore,  where  no  provision  exists  for 
a  regular  presentation  of  this  object,  will  fail 
of  their  duty  in  contributing  to  it;  and  so  of 
other  societies.  Whereas,  if  the  congrega- 
tions had  all  a  system  by  which  the  annual 
exhibition  of  each  great  object  of  benevo- 
lence were  made  certain,  they  would  present 
to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  the  sight 
never  yet  beheld,  of  every  one  standing  ia 
its  lot,  and  doing  something  lor  the  conver- 
sion of  the  world. 


THE  NEW  YEAR. 

BEMEMBSm  THE  MISSIOKABT. 

How  many  millions  of  happy  hearts  greet 
the  dawn  of  the  new  year  with  joyous  gratu- 
lations  and  kindest  wishes!  How  many^ 
thousands  of  pious  families  gather  around 
the  domestic  altar  to  praise  €k>d  for  the  cir- 
cumstances of  comfort-  amid  which  they 
begin  another  year!  How  many  tables  are 
spread  with  the  bounties  of  Providiiuce,  and 
surrounded  with  smiling  faces,  unclouded  by 
s(Hrrow  or  the  fear  of  want ! 

We  sympathize  in  all  this  grateful  joy. 
We  would  not  diminish  the  outaber  of  its 
subjects  nor  detract  from.its  sweetness.  May 
the  cup  of  happiness  overflow  and  be  dashed 
with  no  drop  of  bitterness!  But  in  the  ex- 
uberance of  their  domestic  and  social  de- 
lights—surrounded  with  plenty  and  exulting 
in  the  hope  oi  pleasures  yet  to  come,  let 
Christians  BSMwasa  thk  missionabt. 
Think  of  the  cabin  in  the  wilderness—is 
there  joy  Mere— is  there  health — is  there 
plemy  9  Or  do  the  faces  around  that  scanty 
board,look  pale  with  sickness  and  grief;  and 
does  the  memory  of  past  privations  cloud  the 
father's  and  the  mother's  brow  with  anxious 
fears,  that  the  new  year's  sorrows  will  be 
like  those  of  the  old,  only  much  more 
abundant? 
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AppoifUmenls  by  tie  Executive  Committee 

December 
Re-appointed, 


of  t 
1st, 


Rer. 
Rev. 
R«v. 

Rev. 
Rev. 
Rov. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rat. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


AWan  Parmatee,  Middlefield  Center,  N.  T. 

Miitou  Rradiev,  pHrUliville,  N.  Y. 

H.  R.  Hctwe,  Huntington,  O. 

W.  N.  Sayre.  Pine  Plains,  N.  Y. 

Jnnkin  Jenkins,  Welcii  Ch.,  Clifford,  Pa. 

D.  P.  Palmer,  Marion,  Pa. 

Edmund  Garland ,  Wat^rtown,  O. 

L.  C.  Gilbert,  Bristol  and  Rock  cos.  III. 

A.  J.  Pnrker,  Sliipton,  L.  C. 

n.  Dobie,  HuntiiiKton,  L.  C. 

H.  B.  Pierpont,  We»t  Avon,  N.  Y. 

D.  S.  MorsB,  Ricford,  N.  Y. 

G.  T.  Everert.  Rock- Stream,  N.  Y. 

J.  W  Hopkins.  Hornellsviiie,  N.  Y. 

O.  Frrtzer,  B«th,  N.  Y. 

Wni.  P.  JackMon,  Clarence,  N.  Y. 

Wm.  B.  Worden,  West  Dresden,  N.  Y. 

Mocus  Jewell,  Peruville,  N.  Y. 

Lemuel  Leonard,  Portageville,  N.  Y. 


the  A,  H.  M.  5.,  from  November  \st  to 
1840. 

Rev.  Noah  Creasy,  in  the  Bounda  of  CbemuDf 

Prwbytpry,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Tyrrell  Blair,  Centerville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  T.  J.  Haifiwell,  Warrensburgh,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  John  W.  Davis,  Sand  Lake,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Jonathan  Cable,  Reynolrisburgh,  O. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Shields,  Groeucastte,  lud. 
Rev.  D.  Rockwell, Blooraiogrdale and  EIkGrove,IlL 
Rev.  O.  C.  Thompson,  Port  Hurou,  Mich. 
Rev.  £.  J.  Sherrill,  Eaton,  L.  C. 

Not  in  commUnon  lati  year. 

Rev.  H.  J.  Gaylord,  Hartford,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  C.  A.  Hoyt,  Fayette  co.,  O. 

Rev.  L.  H.  Parker,  Destitute  places  in  Pa. 

Rev.  J.  Moreton,  Bftllevue,  Mich. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Kanouse,  Saline,  Mich. 

Rov. Holmps,  Ellicottvillc,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Inaac  Oaks,  East  Evans,  N.  Y. 

Rev. Moora,  Black  Rock,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  H.  G.  Pendleton,  Hennepin,  III. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Hom£  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums,  from  November  1st  to  December  1st,  1840. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Jaffray,  Cong.  Cb.  com.  coll.,  by  Rev.  J. 

D.  Crosby,  $11  00 

MASSACHUSETTS— 
PepperelJ,  Ladies'  H.  M  S.  to  const.  Rev. 

David  Andrews,  L.  M.,  30  00 

Willi  imiitown,  A  lady,  by  Rev.  W.  A. 

HalNtck,  10  00 

CONNECI'ICUT— 

East  Haven,  Sab.  Scb.,  by  Mr.  Donaghe,        5  00 
Fairfield  co.,  H.  M.  S.,  per  G.  St  John, 

Trea.,  viz: 
Norwalk,  2d  Cong.  Ch.  bal.  8  50 

Farmiiigton,  Mrs.  Pbebn  Janes,  to  const. 

Mr«.  Ruth  M.  Gay,  a  L.  M.,  30  00 

Norfifild,  Cong.  Ch.  colL,  by  Rev.  G. 

Hall,  18  25 

Petti paug,  Fem.  Rel.  Soc,  by  Mrs.  F. 

Bull,  11  50 

NEW-YORK— 
Brooklyn,  3d  Presb.Ch.,Mon. con.  coll, 

by  J.  Howard,  25  00 

Nassau,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc.,  by  Rev.  S. 

Bryant,  10  00 

Uew-York  city,  viz: 

JSleeeker  St.  Ch.,  Mon.  con.  coll.,  by 
M.  Wilbur,  4  85 

Duane  St.  Ch.,  C.  O.  Hoisted,  100  00 

Mercer  St.  Cli,  Mou.  con.  coll.,  by  T. 
S.  Nelson,  50  64 

JPearl  St.  Oh.  coll.,  by  R.  Aikman,  70  37 

Second  Avenue  Ch.,  W.  E.  Dodge,  40  00 

fFeet  Preeb.    Oh.,    Sab.    Scfa.   Miss. 

Aosoc,  by  A.  L.  Earle,  140  00 

A.  R.  Wetmore,  30  00 

Pine  Plains,  Ch.  12  50;    Rev.  W.  N. 

Sayre,  12  50,  25  00 

Prattsburgh,  E.  and  B.  Bridges  in  part,       25  00 
Troy,  a  Lady,  3  00 

Union,  Broome  co.,  coll.,  by  Rev.  J.  M. 

Rowland,  12  86 

West  Bloomfield,  bal.  of  legacy  of  the 

late  Mrs.  F.  Taylor,  by  Rev.  W.  B. 

Tompkins,  ExV.,  130  80 

Yorktown,  Cong.  Ch.,  87  70;  Fem.  H. 

M.  S.,  11  06,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Loring,       33  82 
A  Friend,  45  00 

**       to  const.  Heory  C^  Bowen,  a 

L.  D.,  100  00 

ffEW-JERSEY— 
Springfield,  coll,  by  Rev.  J.  C,  Hart,         53  94 


OHIO— 
New  Lexington,  coll.,  20;  Rev.  E.  Gar- 
land, 10.  30  Ot* 
ILLINOIS— 
Galena,  E.  Ripley,  5 ;  Mrs.  Stillman,  3 ; 

by  Rev.  F.  BaHCom,  7  00 

Pecatonica,  by  Mrs.  Wright,  10  Oft 

Pleahant  Grove,  by  Rev.  E.  S.  Hunting- 
ton, 15  0» 
Rockford,  111.,  Cong,  coll.,  by  Rev.  F. 
Bu5cnm,  9  85 
ARKANSAS— 
Furt  Towson,  Mon.  con.  coll.,  by  Lieut 

Field,  16  50 
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$1138  85 
J.  CORNING,  Treasurer. 

ReeeiptB  of  the  Weettm  Agency  at  Geneva,  N.  T., 
from  September  ^th  to  November  20th,  1840,  Rev. 
J.  A.  Murray,  Secretary. 

Alexander,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Miles,  25  0(^ 

Black  Creek,  by  Rev.  A.  Caldwell,  85  00 

Brancbport,  8  00 

Buffalo,  Firtt  Preeb.  Ch.,  Thomas  R. 

Slocking,  L.M.,  30  00 

Park  Oh.,  28  04 

East  Bloomfield,  9  50 

Eimira,  85  67 

Geneva,  C.  A.  Cook,  50 ;  J.  Crittenden, 

5;    E.  P.  Earl,  3;   Mary  Mann,  1*, 

others,  65  10,  124  10 

Kennedysville,  4  36 

Knowlesville,  21  00 

Le  Roy,  45  70 

Lima,  80  85 

Medina,  G.  P.  Pruden,  10 ;  others,  12  66,    23  66 


Mumfordsville,  by  Rev.  L.  Mills, 
Naples,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Everett, 
Rochester,  Firtt  Preeb.  Ch.,  Frederick 

Starr,  to  const  Mrs.  Lucy  Ann  Starr 

a  L.  M.,  50 ;  others,  2, 

Fifth  Preeb.  Ch., 
Rock  Stream, 
Rushville, 

Victor,  Mrs.  Nathan  Jenks, 
Youngstown,  Deac.  H.il.  Smitll,  100; 

others  in  part,  28, 


10  00 
13  85 


52  00 
3  00 
24  OO 
10  00 
100  60 

128  00 
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SKETOHES  OF  REAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FURNrSHES 
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)= 


SKETCHES  OF  PASTORS  AND  CHllRCHES  ; 

Oft, 

GOD  DEALING   WITH   THEM  AS  THEY 
DEAL  WITH   EACH  OTHER. 

[Furnished  by  aCIe^gyman.] 

No.  I. 

In  the  early  period  of  my  life,  in 
the  providence  of  God,  I  stood  in  the 
relation  of  intimate  acquaintanceship 
with  two  fathers  in  the  ministry,  both 
very  excellent  men,  men  of  high  repu- 
tation in  the  community.  They  were 
both  pastors  of  churches  in  agricul- 
tural districts,  and  their  congrega- 
tions, for  many  years,  of  nearly  equal 
numbers.  They  wereof  similar  sen- 
tiraentsonthegreat  doctrines  of  reve- 
lation. Salvation  by  free  grace 
through  atoning  blood,  was  the  key- 
stone in  their  system,  though  they 
differed  somewhat  in  the  manner  of 
presenting  their  doctrinal  views. 
Mr.  A.  very  seldom  preached  a  ser- 
mon in  which  there  was  an  attempt 
explicitly  to  explain  and  prove  and 
apply  some  one  leading  point  in  the- 
ology, as  the  doctrine  of  entire  de- 
pravity; the  nature,  necessity,  and 
evidences  of  the  change  requisite  to 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  the 
sovereignty  and  freeness  of  God's 
grace  in  saving  the  self-ruined  ;  the 
eternal  purposes  of  God  touching  the 
communications  of  his  grace,  and  the 
kindred  doctrines;  but  he  had  a  very 
happy  manner  of  taking  them  for 
granted,  as  what  all  his  hearers  ad- 
mitted and  understood,  and  founding 
upon  them  very  earnest  appeals  to 
ther  consciences  and  hearts,  to  per- 
form   the  duties  and  cultivate  the 


graces,  which  grow  out  of  the  cordial 
belief  of  these  doctrines.  His  ser-> 
mons  were  hortatory  and  practical. 
His  hearers  were  impressed  with  his 
ingenuity,  his  pathos,  and  his  power. 

Mr.  B.  took  a  different  course.  It 
was  a  practice  almost  uniform  in  his 
ministry,  to  devote  half  the  day,  at 
least  on  the  Sabbath,  to  a  carefully 
studied,  clear  elucidation  of  some 
great  doctrine,  and  no  topic  of  the 
Bible  ever  looked  small  in  his  hands. 
The  discriminating  doctrines  of  grace, 
were  brought  out  with  a  prominence 
and  distinctness  that  to  such  as  were 
only  occasional  hearers  sometimes 
seemed  almost  like  bare  bones,  and 
that  these  were  "  worn  the  outside." 
But  by  those  who  heard  him  con- 
stantly, this  objection  was  never  made 
to  his  preaching.  Bones  were  re- 
cognised, but  they  were  well  propor- 
tioned, well  articulated,  and  well 
clothed.  If  he  took  it  for  granted 
that  his  hearers  understood  the  doc- 
trines, it  wasof  those  of  which  he  had 
just  finished  the  discussion,  in  lan- 
guage which  even  the  children  could 
not  misapprehend,  and  come  to  a  con- 
clusion in  which  the  point  to  be  de- 
monstrated was  actually  made  clear 
as  the  light  itself. 

Their  manner  of  doing  things  ia 
the  respect  mentioned  was  in  striking 
contrast.  There  was  also  a  marked 
difference  on  another  subject.  When 
at  Mr.  A.'s, though  it  was  said  kindly, 
sometimes  facetiously,  and  never 
seemed  to  be  dragged  in,  there  was 
often  some  allusion,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  the  want  of  enlarged  and 
enlightened  generosity  on  the  part  of 
his  people.  When  at  Mr.  B.'s,  I 
never  heard  the  subject  of  salary  al- 
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luded  to,  except  in  commendation, 
and  sometimes  the  wife  was  desired 
just  to  open  the  pantry  door,  that  the 
good  things,  the  lat  turkey,  the  loin 
of  veal,  or  something  bestowed  might 
be  exhibited  with  tears  of  gratitude. 
"  See  how  kind  our  people  are ;  help 
us  to  be  thankful."  You  might  be  in 
the  family  a  month,  and  never  hear 
the  subject  of  support  introduced. 
Doctrines  were  discussed, difficulties 
suggested,  doubts  removed,  and  the 
various  plans  for  doing  good,  were 
familiar  topics;  but  never  any  com- 
plaint of  hard  times,  or  of  the  con- 
tracted and  mistaken  policy  of  those 
who  seemed  to  give  grudgingly  for 
the  maintenance  of  divine  institu- 
tions. Nothing  of  this  kind  does  an 
acquaintance  of  more  than  twenty 
years  recall  to  my  mind,  as  a  theme 
qf  conversation  in  that  family. 

Mr.  A.  thought  he  foresaw  clearly, 
very  early  in  his  ministry,  that  he 
must  provide  for  his  own,  by  an  ap- 
plication of  the  intellectual  and  phy- 
sical energies  that  God  had  given  him. 
He  would  not  neglect  his  ministry, 
but  he  w>ust  live.  He  used  to  reason, 
that  as  it  was  one  of  the  first  dictates 
of  nature  to  try  to  live,  he  should 
violate  the  plainest  obligation,  not  to 
provide  for  the  wants  of  his  rising 
lamily.  So  he  enlarged  his  lands, 
and  vigorously  prosecuted  the  busi- 
ness of  raising  provisions  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  ministry  among  his  peo- 
§Ie.  The  more  his  people  saw  him 
oing  and  prospering,  the  less  they 
gave;  but  his  farm  not  only  grew 
more  productive,  but  it  grew  in  mag- 
nitude. He  became  one  of  the  best 
agriculturists  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  went  on  increasing  in  prosperity. 
He  did  not  neglect  his  studies  or  his 
parochial  labors.  His  intellectual 
vigor  gathered  strength,  and  rose 
under  pressure  and  load  ;  and  not  a 
more  popular  or  welcome  preacher 
ascended  his  own  or  any  neighboring 
pulpit. 


church  gained  strength,  they  went 
on  adding  to  the  comforts  of  their 
pastor,  till  they  raised  his  salary  to 
seven  hundred  dollars,  and  by  innu- 
merable little  kindnesses  which  no 
statute  can  reach,  spread  plenty  and 
charms  around   his  habitation.    His 
I  hay  harvests  were  gathered  with  such 
christian  cheerfulness  as  made  the 
old  men  and  lads  glad  to  meet  and 
lend  a  helping  hand  in  the  enterprise. 
When  the  wood-house   was  to   be 
filled,  or  any  similar  service  perform- 
ed, there  were   many  ready  to  take 
hold,  and   many  a  Dorcas  brought 
I  stockings    and  other    garments    to 
1  clothe  thechildren.    That  parish  now 
!  pays  their  pastor  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  raises  from  four  to  six  hnn- 
,dred  annually,  for  the  various  be- 
nevolent institutions  of  the  day. 
I     Mr.    A.    Increased    in    property, 
j  though  his  salary  was  never  raised 
from  the  old  order  of  things,  one  hun- 
dred pounds ;  and  his  family  was 
large,  expensive,  and  well  educated; 
and  some  of  the  members  suffering 
from  long-continued  ill  health.     His 
buildings,   his  farm,   his   stock   im- 
proved, and   he  was   a  prosperous 
man.    But  his  parish  grew  poor.    Af-> 
ter  a  series  of  years,  they  reported 
themselves  to  a  Domestic  Missionary 
Society,  end  were  entered  on  their 
list  of  beneficiaries. 

No.  II. 


Some  years  ago,  there  was  settled 
near  me  an  interesting  young  minis- 
ter, in  a  parish  which  had   passed 
through  no  ordinary  share  of  trials, 
and  had  been  somewhat  divided  and 
come  near  to  the  borders  of  discour- 
agement.   The  young  man  appeared 
well  suited  to  that  field.    He  was  ar- 
dent in  his  temperament,  of  a  well 
i  disciplined  mind,  and  deep  devotion 
to  the  Master  he  served,  and  to  the 
H  work  he  had  undertaken.    The  peo- 
I  pie  offered  him  all  the  salary  that  any 


of  the  Lord,  to  make  full  proof  of  it. 
In  process  of  time  his  salary  was  in- 
creased, while  he  never  opened  his 
mouth  on  thesubject,  except  in  grati- 
tude to  God  and  his  people.    As  the 


Mr.  B.  directed  his  energies  solely    one  acquainted  with  their  condition, 
to  the  ministry  that  he  had  received  I  supposed  they  could  cheerfully  raise, 


and  as  much  as  any  minister  in  the 
vicinity  received.  The  young  pastor 
early  entered  into  a  family  state,  and 
no  one  doubted  but  that  good  sense 
and   piety  were  exercised    in   the 
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choice.  He  had  expeDded  all  his 
patrimony  in  his  education,  and  was 
a  few  hundreds  in  debt,  and  without 
a  library.  The  woman  whom  the 
Lord  gave  to  be  with  him,  had,  by 
her  own  well-directed  efforts,  and 
some  little  aid  from  her  parents,  just 
enough  to  furnish  her  house  with 
such  a  setting  out  as  good  taste  and 
piety  would  dictate  in  a  pastor's  es- 
tablishment. There  was  nothing  ex- 
travagant and  nothing  deficient.  A 
charminfif,  neat,  consistent  simplicity 
pervaded  the  establishment.  Though 
they  had  the  honor  of  Christ  and  the 
welfare  of  souls  in  view  in  all  their 
doings,  they  were  determined  to  live 
within  their  income,  and  pay  the  debt 
for  his  education.  But  it  cost  more 
to  live  than  they  were  aware.  ,  The 
first  year  came  round,  and  they  could 
not  quite  make  out  sufficient  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  debt.  They 
thought  their  expenses  had  been  more 
that  year,  and  their  economy  less 
perfect  than  it  would  be  for  an- 
other, and  they  brightened  up  their 
hopes  for  the  future.  But  a  precious 
gem  was  added  to  their  family  trea- 
sures before  the  expiration  of  the 
second  year,  and  the  health  of  the 
pastor's  wife  required  additional  help. 
There  was  also  alarger  demand  upon 
their  hospitality,  so  that  at  the  close 
of  the  second  year,  instead  of  paying 
a  part  of  the  interest,  there  was  an 
accumulation  of  expenses,  which  ad- 
ded to  the  old  debt.  The  minister 
and  his  wife  had  gained  upon  the  af- 
fections of  the  people.  From  many 
a  one  did  I  hear,  "  I  do  like  our  min- 
ister ;  the  Lord  has  been  very  kind  to 
us ;  he  preaches  better  and  better." 

But  the  young  pastor  looked  pale 
and  sickly.  He  was  wholly  devoted 
to  his  work,  and  by  hard  study  and 
arduous  pastoral  labors,  he  had  taxed 
his  strength  beyond  his  ability  to  en- 
dure, with  the  load  upon  him.  His 
people  were  very  kind,  and  offered 
him  their  horses  and  carriages,  that 
he  might  ride  for  his  health,  biit  the 
evil  was  not  remedied. 

His  people  had  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  giving.  Very  few  of  them 
knew  the  expense  of  maintaining  a 
family  where  every  thing  was  to  be 
purchased.  The  young  pastor  had 
determined  to  be  nothing  but  a  min- 


ister, to  do  the  best  he  possibly  could, 
and  make  no  complaint. 

It  was  at  length  kindly  suggested 
to  some  of  his  best  parishioners,  with- 
out the  young  minister's  knowledge, 
that  it  was  difficult  to  get  well  with  a 
borrowed  horse  and  chaise,  which 
roust  be  returned  at  the  appointed 
time;  that  if  they  would  present  their  • 
pastor  with  one,  it  might  have  a  good 
effect.  The  suggestion  was  favora- 
bly received.  The  effort  succeeded, 
to  their  own  amazement;  and  with- 
out feeling  it  at  all,  a  few  individuals 
made  the  present.  This  provoked 
others  to  love  and  good  works:  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  keeping  of 
the  horse,  and  other  things  were 
done  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
pastor.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years 
a  parsonage  was  built,  the  expenses 
of  the  family  were  diminished,  he 
was  able  to  pay  his  debt,  the  burden 
was  taken  from  the  heart  of  the  pas- 
tor, his  health  was  restored,  his  use- 
fulness increased. 

The  church  and  society  have  been 
richly  blessed.  There  has  been  a 
building  up,  and  numbers  of  very 
lovely  youth  are  now  gathered 
around  their  pastor  when  he  admin- 
isters the  ordinances  of  the  Lord,  who 
promise  to  be  pillars  when  the  fathem 
are  removed,  ft  would  do  you  good 
to  see  that  pastor  and  his  flock  to- 
gether. Such  a  pattern  of  minit^te- 
rial  propriety  on  his  part,  such  union 
and  intelligence  and  devotedness  to 
Christ  on  the  part  of  the  church. 

No.  IIL 

In  another  church,  where  every 
visitant  can  unite  with  every  resi- 
dent in  saying, ''  the  lines  are  fallen  in 
pleasant  places,  they  have  a  goodly 
heritage,"  the  following  incidents  oc- 
curred while  the  writer  was  a  pastor 
in  the  vicinity. 

The  parish  was  favored  for  a  short 
time  with  the  services  of  a  young 
man  of  unusual  preaching  talents. 
He  united  more  of  the  dignity  and 
gracefulness  of  a  public  speaker,  than 
are  often  found  blended  in  one  man. 
Truth,  argument,  tenderness,  in  very 
impressive  proportions  combined  in 
the  matter  and  manner  of  his  pulpit 
performances.      Listening     crowds 
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hung  upon  his  lips,  and  the  hour 
which  he  spent  in  bis  sermion  seemed 
but  a  few  moments.  But  he  was  not 
suffered  to  continue  by  reason  of 
death.  It  was  difficult  to  find  a  suc- 
cessor. After  many  attempts  the  peo- 
ple finally  united  in  one  of  the  ex- 
cellent of  the  earth,  and  he  entered 
upon  his  work  in  that  beautiful  gar- 
den. He  preached  the  precious  Gos- 
pel in  its  purity,  "not  with  excel- 
lency of  speech  and  wisdom,"  but 
with  a  heavenly  simplicity.  In  the 
devotional  exercises  of  the  sanctuary 
he  excelled.  Such  intimate  fellow- 
ship with  the  Father  and  the  Son  did 
he  seem  to  have,  that  his  prayers 
were  marked  by  every  hearer,  as 
coming  from  a  heart  accustomed  to 
pray,  and  to  take  large  and  near 
views  of  God's  truth,  and  affecting 
viewsof  human  wants  and  wo.  He 
had  unusual  qualification  for  per- 
forming a  pastor's  duties  in  ftie  sick 
room  and  among  the  mourners  of  his 
flock.  There  was  such  tenderness, 
such  intimate  acquaintance  with  all 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart, 
such  ready  access  to  Him  who  took 
our  infirmities,  and  is  afflicted  in  all 
the  afflictions  of  His  people,  and  such 
ability  to  comfort  others  with  the 
comfort  where  with  he  had  himself 
been  comforted  of  God,  that  his  visits 
on  these  occasions  seemed  almost 
more  than  human.  But  there  was 
nothing  startling  in  his  preaching. 
It  fell  like  the  dew  over  the  congre- 
gation, rather  than  like  a  storm  of 
hail.  It  filled  no  newspaper  para- 
graph. There  was  nothing  to  make 
people  wonder  and  run  and  cry 
huzza.  A  few  persons  in  his  con- 
gregation, not  perhaps  remarkably 
overstocked  with  discernment  or 
grace,  were  often  abroad  and  heard 
some  of  the  great  preachers;  and  these 
began  to  speak  of  not  being  edified  with 
the  preaching  of  their  pastor.  He  is  a 
good  man,  but  he  does  not  build  us 
up.    He  does  not  draw  people  after 

him  like  Mr. .     This  leaven 

spread  and  worked  its  usual  effects. 
The  pastor  was  translated  to  another 
field.  A  successor  was  sought  by  the 
people,  and  there  was  a  determina- 
tion to  have  a  great  man,  and  a  great 
preacher  at  any  rate.    It  is  not  very 


difficult  to  find  such,  in  the  estima^ 
tion  of  their  friends,  or  in  their  own, 
and  so  one  was  soon  introduced* 
^^  He  is  a  preachery^^  was  industri- 
ously circulated.  "  Do  come  and 
hear  our  minister,  we  have  got  the 
right  one  now,"  was  said  while  he 
was  a  candidate.  A  flourish  of  trum- 
pets was  made  at  bis  settlement,  and 
he  began  on  the  top  of  the  wave. 
Not  many  months  had  passed  before 
it  was  ascertained  that,  after  all,  there 
was  not  more  instruction  given  in 
this  preaching,  bordering  upon  the 
profound  obscure,  than  in  the  trans- 
parent thoughts  of  the  minister  who 
had  left  them  and  was  eminently 
happy  and  useful  in  another  field. 
**  We  should  like  to  hear  our  former 
minister  pray,"  spontaneously  es- 
caped from  the  lips  of  many  a  mem- 
ber of  the  congregation.  And  espe- 
cially when  affliction  came  to  their 
families,  they  sighed  for  the  visits  of 
him  who  had  so  greatly  endeared 
himself  to  mourners. 

God  gave  them  their  request,  but 
sent  leanness  to  their  souls.  They 
show  it,  they  feel  it,  they  acknow- 
ledge it. 


THE  BEST  IS  LEFT. 

"I  am  fallen,"  cried  Jeremy  Tay- 
lor, *'  into  the  hands  of  publicans  and 
sequestrators,  and  they  have  taken  all 
from  me.  What  now?  Let  me  look 
about  me  !  They  have  left  me  sun 
and  moon,  fire  and  water,  a  loving 
wife,  and  many  friends  to  pity  me, 
and  some  to  relieve ;  and  I  can  still 
discourse;  and,  unless  I  list,  they 
have  not  taken  away  my  merry  coun- 
tenance, and  ray  cheerful  spirits,  and 
a  good  conscience;  they  have  still 
left  me  the  providence  of  God,  and 
all  the  promises  of  the  Gospel,  and 
my  religion,  and  my  hopes  of  heaven, 
and  my  charity  to  them,  too.  Ana 
still  I  sleep,  and  eat,  and  digest,  and 
drink;  I  read  and  meditate;  lean 
walk  in  ray  neighbor's  pleasant  fields 
and  see  the  varieties  of  natural  beau- 
ties, and  delight  in  all  ihat  which  God 
delights,  that  is,  in  virtue  and  wis- 
dom, in  the  whole  creation,  and  in 
God  himself." 
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SELF-DEFENCE. 

"Extensive  fraudi,"  "daring  robberies,"  "shocking  murders,"  hate 
almost  become  standing  captions  for  newspaper  articles.  In  New-Jersey^ 
on  the  day  set  apart  for  public  thanksgiving,  a  prominent  citizen,  beloved 
for  his  private  virtues  and  without  a  known  enemy  in  the  community,  was 
barbarously  murdered.  No  outbursting  of  excited  passion  prompted  to 
this  bloody  deed ;  it  seems  to  have  been  done  as  a  matter  of  cool  and  calcu- 
lating design,  for'  the  purpose  of  obtaining  possession  of  certain  papers, 
Before  the  month  had  expired,  a  similar  case  of  murder  occurred  in  the 
state  of  New- York.  A  man  went  to  the  house  of  another,  and  because  he 
would  not  settle  a  pecuniary  account  on  such  terms  as  were  dictated  to 
him,  first  shot,  and  then  beat  and  butchered  him  in  the  very  bosom  of  his 
family.  Flagitious  and  almost  incredible  as  these  events  are,  they  belong 
to  a  class  of  crimes  which  are  becoming  more  and  more  frequent  in  our 
land. 

WHAT  IS  THE   REMEDY! 

What  security  has  any  man  that  he  shall  not  himself  become  the  subjeet 
of  such  fiend-like  barbarity  ?  How  does  he  know,  that  as  he  goes  forth  from 
his  hearth  in  the  morning,  the  assassin's  steel  may  not  prevent  his  return 
to  it  at  night?  Or  that  as  he  sits  down  in  confidence  amid  his  family,  at  his 
own  table,  avarice  or  revenge  shall  not  direct  the  deadly  shot  at  his  breast  7 
Correct  morals,  exemplary  public  and  private  worth,  and  general  popu- 
larity, are  no  defence.  The  laws  present  but  feeble  barriers  to  such  atro- 
cities. It  was  not  for  the  want  of  legal  enactments  and  severe  penalties, 
that  SuTDAM  was  murdered  in  open  day,  or  Hasbrouck  butchered  beside 
his  own  table,  and  in  the  arms  of  his  agonized  wife.  The  rufSans  that  shed  • 
their  blood,  knew  themselves  to  be  murderers,  and  that  murder  is  punish- 
able with  death.  They  doubtless  felt  some  restraint  from  the  existence 
of  those  laws ;  but  it  was  not  enough  to  prevent  the  commission  of  the 
direful  deeds.  Something  more  was  wanting — it  was  the  law  wi^in,  the 
moral  restraints  of  conscience,  enlightened  by  the  precepts  of  religion. 
The  civil  law  forbids  the  overt  act  of  murder,  but  it  has  no  way  to  reach 
the  hearty  and  impress  tfcere  the  precept,  "  thou  shalt  not  covet,"  nor  that 
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other,  "pray  for  them  that  despitefully  use  you  and  persecute  you."  This 
can  be  done  only  by  the  word  of  God,  enforced  by  his  own  Holy  Spirit. 

And  yet,  though  these  truths  are  obvious  to  every  reflecting  man,  how 
little  interest  does  the  community  evince  in  those  institutions,  whose  object 
itifto  diffuse  this  indispensable  infuence!  How  many  stand  aloof  from 
the  Home  Missionary,  the  Sunday  school,  and  the  Tract  cause,  or  give  to 
them  but  a  meagre  support,  while  yet  without  some  such  means  to  make 
men  a  law  unto  themselves,. scenes  of  violence  and  bloodshed  must  multiply 
around  us( 

'The  Christians  of  the  nation  are  its  strength.  In  the  virtue  which  regu- 
lates their  own  actions,  in  the  atmosphere  of  intelligence  and  benevolence 
which  they  diffuse  around  them,  and  in  the  efforts  which  they  make 
for  the  moral  improvement  of  society,  are  found  the  vital  principles 
which  must  keep  our  persons  from  violence,  and  protect  this  republic  from 
ruin.  And  this  is  the  day  of  our  merciful  visitation.  We  may  not  safely 
neglect  the  moral  interests  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  any  longer. 
The  fearful  crimes  to  which  we  have  alluded,  and  the  terrible  frequency 
with  which  such  occurrences  are  announced,  show  that  loo  much  time  has 
already  been  lost  by  delay.  If  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  can  be  planted 
and  sustained  all  over  the  land,  as  it  should  be,  and  may  be,  ourselves  and 
pur  children  will  be  spared  the  infliction  of  such  outrages.  But  if  the 
citizens  of  America  will  not  bear  the  expense  of  our  public  societies  for  the 
moral  culture  of  our  country,  nor  provide  some  suitable  substitute,  then  let 
them  prepare  for  scenes  that  shall  make  the  ears  of  those  that  hear  of  ihem 
to  tingle.  There  are  but  two  "ways  of  self-defence— -pii6//c  virtue,  and  the 
strong  hand.  If  men  will  not  provide  the  means  of  the  former,  they  must 
arm  the  latter.  It  is  for  the  wise  to  consider  and  choose  which  lliey  will 
prefer  for  their  reliance. 


^tVtltuvttn. 


NKSV-HAHPSHIRE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

The  Naw-Hampshibb  Missiohaiiy  So- 
ciety held  ii8  thirty-ninth  anniversary  at 
Hampton,  August  25ih,  1840.  The  Annual 
Report  was  read  by  Rev.  Benjamin  P. 
'Stone,  Secretary  of  the  Society.  Addresses 
"were  delivered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Lawbence,  of 
Claremont,  Rev.  Jonathan  Clemi^nt,  of 
Chester,  Rev.  Wabrsn  NxcHOts,  of  Illinois, 
and  Rev.  Miwok  Badges,  Secretary  of  the  A. 
H,  M.  S.  The  meeting  was  one  of  deep  inte- 
rest i  ai)d  thecau^eof  Home  Missions  has  a 
hold  on  the  churches  of  N.  Hampshire,  which 
will  not  sufler  them,  we  trust,  to  rest  till  all 


her  waste  places  shall  be  built  up,  and  our 
whole  land  become  Immanuel's.  Wegite 
the  following  extracts  from  the  Report. 

During  the  yearfifty*six  churches 
and  places, have  been  un4er  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  New-Hampshire  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  have  rt^ceived 
more  or  less  aid  J  11  churches  that 
received  «\d  the  preceding  year,  have 
received  none  the  past  year. 

The  trustees    have  appropriated^ 
for  the  support  of  the  ministry  in  the 
above   mentioned   56  churches  and 
places,  $4003.    This  is  $94©  less 
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than  tTie  amount  appropriated  the 
previous  year.  About  half  of  the 
latter  sum  has  not  been  solicited,  aod 
the  remainder,  for  various  reasons, 
has  been  withheld. 

There  have  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  Society  during  the  year,  45  min- 
isters of  the  Gospel,  viz.,  1  general 
agent,  22  pastors  of  churches,  20  sta- 
ted supplies,  and  2  missionaries  for  a 
few  weeks  each.  Of  this  number 
32  have  ministered  to  one  church 
each,  and  10  have  divided  their  la- 
bors between  two  churches  each. 
During  the  year  6  ministers  have 
been  settled  as  pastors  of  churches, 
3  have  been  dismissed  from  their 
pastoral  charge,  and  4  stated  supplies 
have  removed  to  other  fields.  Six 
new  houses  of  worship  have  been 
either  wholly  built  or  finished,  and 
two  others  are  in  a  course  of  build- 
ing: I  new  church  has  been  organ- 
ized, and  5  churches  have  enjoyed 
reasons  of  more  or  less  religious  in- 
terest. 

The  number  of  hopeful  conver- 
sions reported  in  2  congregations,  is 
123.  There  have  been  added  to  31 
churches,  178  by  profession,  and  61 
by  letter,  making  a  total  of  230. 

.It  is  evidenjt  that  the  general  con- 
dition of  our  feeble  churches  is  quite 
as  encouraging  as  it  has  been  in  for- 
mer years.  Though  there  have  been 
a  less  number  of  revivals  of  religion 
than  it  was  our  privilege  to  report  at 
our  last  anniversary,  yet  there  has 
been  on  the  whole  an  increase  of 
peace  and  harmony  among  the 
churches,  and  greater  efibrt  to  sus- 
tain the  institutions  of  the  Gospel. 
To  the  friends  of  humanity,  who 
have  the  impression  that  the  cause 
of  temperance  is  losing  ground  in 
our  state,  it  must  be  gratifying  to 
learn  that  it  is  making  actual  advan- 
ces in  most  of  the  towns  where  our 
missionaries  are  laboring.  This  fact 
«hows  the  importance  of  Home  Mis- 
sions as  a  means  of  carrying  forward 
the  temperance  reformation  in  our 
land,  and  it  testifies  also  that  the  in- 
fluence of  a  preached  gospel  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  promotion  of  a  per- 
manent reform  in  the  morals  of 
community.  If,  therefore,  we  would 
sae  the  temperance  banner  waving 


in  proud  triumph  over  all  our  deso- 
lations, and  the  blessings  of  indi- 
vidual sobriety,  of  social  order,  of 
domestic  happiness,  and  of  national 
prosperity,  springing  up'  from  endu- 
ring foundations,  let  us  labor  to  bring 
the  great  truths  and  precepts  of  the 
Gospel  to  bear  Upb^  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  men. 


•    STATE   OP   THE   TREASURY. 

The  past  has  been  a  year  of  unu- 
sual pecuniary  trial  to  the  Trustees. 
The  Treasury  has  been  in  an  ex- 
hausted state  for  most  of  the  time. 
In  April,  they  obtained  a  loan  of  $500, 
for  th«  purpose  of  meeting  the  claims 
of  the  missionaries.  Little  being  re- 
ceived by  contributions,  during  the 
spring  months,  they  found  them- 
selves in  debt,  by  the  Ist  of  June, 
more  than  $1000,  including  the  sum 
borrowed.  The  cause  of  this  embar- 
rassment has  principally  arisen  from 
the  fact,  that  at  the  last  «inniversary, 
there  were  $1359  80  less  received 
than  the  preceding  year;  while  the 
liabilities  of  the  Society  for  the  en- 
suing year  were  not  diminished  to 
meet  this  exigency.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  this  deficiency  in 
our  funds  has  been  occasioned  in  a 
great  measure  by  the  redemption  of 
life- member  pledges.  From  Ibis 
source  alone  the  receipts  of  the. So- 
ciety last  year  fell  off  $800.  But 
while  the  means  of  the  Society  have 
been  diminishing  Irom  this  cause,  as 
well  as  in  consequence  of  the  pecu- 
niary troubles  of  the  country,  they 
have  been  improving  from  another 
quarter.  In  1837j  the  Female  Cent 
Institution  paid  into  our  Treasury 
$563;  in  1836,  it  paid  $773;  and  in 
1839,  it  paid  $1081— the  amount  be- 
ing nearly  doubled  in  three  years. 
The  whole  number  of  Cent  Societies 
now  in  the  state,  is  about  65,  embra- 
cing more  than  2000  members.  As 
this  is  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
number  of  ladies  connected  with  our 
churches,  it  is  obvious  that  the  caiis6 
ef  Home  Missions  in  New-Hamp- 
shire might  easily  be  sustained  by 
female  benevolence  alone ;  and, 
therefore,  that  it  does  not  languish 
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^cnu^eiha  hfmifi  lure  unable  to  per- 
form what  the  heart  should  devise. 

But,  though  the  Society  has  been 
mnch  embarrassed  fojr  most  of  the 
time  since  the  last  anniversary,  It  is 
jt  matter  of  gratitude  to  God,  that  he 
has  finally  moved  its  (riends  to  come 
lip  to  its  help.  The  receipts  of  the 
Society,  since  the  1st  of  October, 
the  time  when  the  account  was  audi- 
ted, have  been  $4419  32,  and  Its  ex- 


penditures $4052  60 ;  leaving  a  ba- 
lance on  hand  of  $366  72.  The 
whole  sum  received  for  the  year, 
closing  at  this  time,  is  $4728  13, 
which  is  $179  04  more  than  the 
amount  received  the  preceding  year. 
Thus  you  see,  that  we  have  been 
prospered  far  beyond  our  aalici- 
pations,  and  are  reminded  of  the  ex- 
hortation—** Be  not  faithless,  but  be- 
lieving." 


eotrtwpontfrnct  tt  tftr  «♦  !©♦  jw*  <»♦ 


IOWA. 

From  a  Report, 

SICKNESS  AND  DEATH. 

The  Lord  hath  laid  upon  us  his 
aifiicting  hand.  Some  of  our  little 
nnmber  have  been  called  home  in  a 
short  time.  Death  came  in  an  unex- 
pected hour  to  two  of  the  sisters. 
We  had  not  the  consolation  to  know 
how  they  felt,  as  the  "  king  of  ter- 
rors" approached.  But  the  last 
three  who  died  had  the  perfect  exer- 
cise of  their  minds,  and  were  enabled 
to  triumph  over  the  last  enemy. 
These  happy  and  peaceful  deaths 
carried  conviction  to  many  hearts,  of 
the  reality  of  religion;  and  I  feel 
that  I  have  now  one  more  unanswer- 
able argument  in  beseeching  men  to 
be  reconciled  to  Jesus  Christ. 

IMPORTANCE    OP      PRESENT    ACTION    IN 
IOWA. 

I  cannot  but  feel  that  there  is  some 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  fathers  in 
Israel,  in  the  land  of  the  Pilgrims. 
If  the  field  were  contemplated  as  it 
should  be;  if  the  spirit  of  Christ 
dwell  in  their  bosoms,  men  will 
come.  Now  is  the  critical  moment 
for  this  territory.  It  is  the  seed  time. 
One  man,  now,  is  worth  as  much  as 
many  will  be  twenty  years  hence. 


Prom  the  Rev,  John  Stockerj  Bfoom- 
ington,  L  T. 

In  commencing  my  report  for  this 
year,  I  am  able  to  do  it  under  more 
favorable  auspices  than  I  could  have 
anticipated.  I  moved  to  town  in 
April,  and  our  health  soon  became 
quite  good.  During  the  winter  and 
spring,  the  Bloomington  Education 
Society,  as  it  is  called,  erected  a 
com  iiM>diou8  building  fior  schools,  and 
have  generously  proffered  its  use  for 
religious  meetings.  The  Presbyte- 
rian church  have  it  one  balf  of  the 
time,  and  since  the  1st  of  April,  o«r 
congregations  have  been  large  aad 
quite  interesting.  We  have  had  a 
weekly  prayer  meeting  most  of  the 
time,  and  sustained  mostly  by  the 
Methodists,  as  we  have  but  a  few 
members  in  town.  Efforts  have 
been  made  for  a  Bible  class,  but  no- 
thing important  effected.  We  have 
had  a  Sabbath  school  during  the  sea- 
son, and  it  has  been  somewhat  pros- 
perous. Ten  have  been  added  to 
our  church— 7  by  letter,  and  8  by 
profession;  one  of  whom  has  re- 
cently been  called  home,  leaving  our 
number  17. 

But  little  has  been  done  here  since 
the  Ist  of  August,  owing  to  the  sick- 
ness which  has  prevailed.  It  has 
been  quite  general,  though  not  as 
fatal  as  last  season.  Since  the  mid- 
dle of  August  I  have  been  able  ta 
preach  but  a  very  little,  but  hope  I 
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shall  be  able  soon  to  fill  all  my  ap- 
pointments which  will  be  confined 
to  the  county.  This  section  of  the 
territory  is  one  of  vast  importance, 
and  will  soon,  in  all  probability,  be 
most  densely  populated. 


MISSOURL 

From  Rev.  T,  Eustace^  Paris,  Mo. 

My  labors  during  the  past  year 
have  been  unintermitted,  and  yet  I 
am  not  able  to  report  any  very  strik- 
ing results.  The  political  excite- 
ment has  befen  as  great  perhaps  here 
as  in  any  part  of  the-Union,  and  has 
operated  very  injuriously  on  the  in- 
terests of  religion. 

CHURCH    ERECTED. 

Our  building  advances,  and,  as  we 
trust,  will  be  completed  next  sum- 
mer. I  consider  its  erection  as  a 
great  point  gained,  in  reference  to 
the  permanent  prosperity  of  Presby- 
terianism  in  this  section  of  country, 
and  if  do  other  good  should  follow 
my  exertion€  here,  I  feel  that  I  have 
abundant  reason  for  thankfulness 
that  my  efforts  have  at  least  secured 
as  a  result,  that  a  neat  and  ^substan- 
tial brick  edifice,  38  feet  in  width  and 
66  feet  in  length,  will  afford  to  many 
in  this  western  world  facilities  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  means  of  grace. 


EMldRANTS  OF  THE  RIGHT  KIND  WANTED. 

I  have  seen  and  mourned  over 
many  cases  of  individual  suffering  in 
the  west,  induced  by  the  wanton, 
heartless,  and  mercenary  conduct  of 
some,  who  have  allured  from  their 
pleasant  homes  in  the  east,  persons 
who  were  altogether  unfitted  for  a 
western  life;  and  many  a  thrilling 
tale  might  be  told,  upon  this  subject, 
without  recourse  to  fiction.  It  would 
therefore  be  with  the  greatest  caution, 
that  I  would  say  a  word  that  might 
have  a  tendency  to  induce  any  to 
come  out  here.    Yet  I  believe  that 

27* 


there  are  many  good  Presbyterian 
farmers  in  the  east,  with  large  and 
growing  families,  whose  pecuniary 
interests  would  be  vastly  improved 
by  their  coming  out,  while,  by  so 
doinsi,  they  would  not  be  called  upon 
to  sacrifice  their  religious  privileges, 
but  would  aid  in  securing  the  per- 
manency of  the    means  of  grace, 
where  they  might  settle.    It  is  true 
that  there  is  no  land  to  be  obtained 
here  at  the  government  price,  near  to 
this  place,  but  it  is  also  true  that  im- 
proved farms  may  be  had  on  terms 
which  will  very  poorly  remunerate 
the  first  settler,  but  will  be  very  ad- 
vantageous to  the  new  comer.    The 
fact  is,  that  in  the  west  generally,  the 
first,  and  in  some  cases  the  second 
settler,  is  ever  ready  to  sell  out  and 
remove  farther  west,  and  renew  hi» 
toils  in  clearing  the  forest,  or  turning 
up  the  prairie.    And,  if  I  were  asked 
to  account  for  this,  I  would  say,  that 
it  is  explained  to  a  very  great  extent 
by  the  passage,  they  say  unto  God, 
*'  depart  from  us,  we  desire  not  a 
knowledge  of  thy  ways.*'    When  the 
Sabbath  and  the  service  of  the  sanc- 
tuary overtake  them,  they  have  no 
choice  but  to  become  Christians,  or 
sell  out  and  go  further  west;  and 
thus,  I  hope,  that  the  friends  of  the 
Redeemer  will  come  on,  and  drive 
his  foes  before  them,  until  the  broad 
Pacific  deprive  them  of  the  latter  al- 
ternative, and  they  shall  have  nothing 
left  but  to  submit  to  Him  who  has  a 
right  to  reign  from  east  to  west,  and 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  our 
land. 

Let  then  those  who  seek  for  a  sup- 
port for  their  families  by  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil,  and  who  will  bring 
with  them  the  healthful  influences  of 
the  Gospel,  not  fear  to  come  to  the 
west,  if  Providence  appear  to  indi- 
cate that  this  is  duty.  Here,  and  in 
other  places,  they  may  have  schools 
for  their  children,  and  the  services  of 
the  sanctuary  and  christian  commu- 
nion, while  they  will  find  that  those 
who  have  gone  before  them  as  pio- 
neers, have  taken  many  difi[icultie» 
out  of  their  way,  and  have  put  it  iu 
their  power  to  accomplish  much 
good  at  a  comparatively  small  sacri- 
fice of  personal  comfort  and  privi- 
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lege.  I  say  com/par atively  small  i 
and  yet  there  no  doubt  are  many, 
who  would  think  on  actual  experi- 
ment, that  the  reverse  is  true.  %Every 
thing,  in  this  respect,  will  depend 
upon  the  individual.  The  timid,  the 
indolent,  and  the  pampered,  are  not 
wanted  here. 


From  a  Report. 

^HUTITUDE — MEED  OF  FURTBER  AID. 

The  last  quarter  of  my  missionary 
year  under  commission  from  your 
Society,  dosed  yesterday.  I  feel 
truly  grateful  to  the  christian  liber- 
ality extended  to  us,  through  your 
Society,  the  past  year.  Without  that 
aid,  I  should  have  been  compelled  to 
leave  this  people,  to  whom  I  am 
warmly  attached,  and  who,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  are  as  much  at- 
tached to  me,  as  a  people  ought  to 
be  to  their  minister. 

We  are  the  more  reminded  of  our 
obligations  to  your  Society,  from  our 
late  conferenoes  about  the  coming 
year.  The  most  of  us  felt  great  anx- 
iety to  have  the  Gospel  sustained 
among  us  if  possible,  without  foreign 
aid.  But  after  due  deliberation,  we 
bad  to  come  to  the  conclusion,  that 
it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
ask  a  continuance  of  your  aid  for 
the  next  year. 


who  once  seemed  to  be  prejudiced 
against  religion,  whose  prejudices 
seem  to  be  giving  way  entirely. 

CAMPBELLISM. 

The  most  formidable  obstacle  here 
of  late  has  been  the  Campbellite  in- 
fluence— they  have  done  all  they 
can  to  hinder  us.  They  have  made 
several  efforts  to  provoke  me  to  con- 
troversy, but  I  have  pursued  a  uni- 
form course  toward  them.  As  neigh- 
bors and  citizens,  I  treat  them  kind-^ 
ly ;  but  never  go  to  their  meetings^ 
nor  treat  them  as  christian  people, 
and  rarely  name  them  in  preaching, 
and  when  I  do,  treat  them  respect- 
fully, but  plainly  ;  as  I  can  point  out 
the  error  that  comes  in  my  way, 
without  ridicule  or  invective.  Some 
of  our  people  tell  me  occasionally, 
that  they  are  much  provoked  that  I 
do  not  notice  them.  What  they 
would  call  "  a  notice,"  is  the  kind 
they  take  of  us—it  consists  in  invec- 
tive and  vulgar  scurrility.  I  simply 
tell  them,  if  they  have  time  and 
strength  to  waste  in  fostering  unholy 
passions  and  feelings  in  that  way, 
they  must  do  it  alone,  for  I  have  none 
to  throw  away  in  reply.* 


From  Rev,  F,  R,  Gray,  near  Hous- 
ton^ Mo. 

During  the  quarter  just  closed,  the 
'  indications  are  more  favorable  than 
in  the  other  parts  of  this  year.  Our 
congregations  are  rather  larger,  and 
the  attention  more  close  and  solemn. 
Often  a  deep  and  feeling  interest  is 
manifest  in  the  whole  congregation. 
And  although  we  are  now  in  the  in- 
clemency of  winter,  our  house  of 
worship  unfinished,  so  that  we  have 
itill  to  meet  from  house  to  house,  as 
heretofore,  yet  our  congregations  are 
as  interesting  as  at  any  part  of  the 
year.    There  were  a  few  families 


WISCONSIN. 

PRESBYTERIAN     AND      CONGREGATIONAL. 
CONVENTION. 

In  the  Home  Missionary  fer  January,  we 
published  some  account  of  the  doings  of  the 
Convention  which  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
uniting  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
churches  of  Wisconsin  in  one  body.  Knowing 
that  great  interest  is  felt  in  this  subject  at  the 
East,  we  shall  continue  to  publish  farther 
particulars  as  they  come  to  hand.  The  fol- 
lowing is  from  a  Congregational  minister 
who  has  recently  taken  up  his  abode  in  Wis- 
consin. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  event 
which  has  taken  place  within  the 
territory,  since  its  settlement,  is  the 
union  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Con- 
gregational churches,  in  what  is 
styled  "  The  Presby terias  and  Con- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1841. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


22S 


gregalional  Convention  of  Wiscon- 
sin." Tliis  desirable  event  was  not 
accomplished  without  some  diffi- 
culty. A  convention  of  the  Congre- 
gational churches  was  summoned  to 
meet  at  Troy  on  the  6th  of  October, 
tlie  day  pceviously  designated  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  at 
the  same  place.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  prayer  was  prospectively 
made,  in  reference  to  the  meeting. 
The  Congregationalists,  in  general, 
seemed  to  have  come  to  the  meeting 
with  their  minds  «made  up  against  a 
union.  On  the  assembling  of  the 
Congregational  convention,  the  Pres- 
byterian brethren  were  invited  to  sit 
and  take  part  in  the  exercises.  As 
the  discussion  advanced,  the  prospect 
of  a  union  between  the  two  denomi- 
nations seemed  very  unpromising, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  report 
on  the  subject,  brought  in  resolutions 
entirely  adverse  to  the  plan.  These 
resolutions  were  warmly  debated, 
and  intense  interest  was  excited  as 
to  the  result.  At  this  crisis,  at  the 
suggestion  of  a  beloved  brother,  fur- 
ther proceedings  were  suspended,  ta 
give  opportunity  for  a  season  of 
prayer.  It  was  a  melting  scene; 
and  when  th^  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  were  resumed,  the  ef- 
fects were  immediately  visible. 
Views  that  had  seemed  to  some  en- 
tirely visionary,  began  to  appear 
quite  practicable;  and  obstacles 
were  easily  got  over,  that  had  ap- 
peared insurmountable.  The  result 
was,  that  the  union  was  unanimously 
agreed  to,  each  denomination  re- 
taining its  peculiar  usages,  slightly 
modif^d.  This  issue  seems  to  give 
general  satisfaction,  so  far  as  I  have 
heard,  to  the  Presbyterian  and  Con- 
gregational churches  throughout  the 
territory.  The  event  seems  the 
more  important,  as  a  udioa  on  simi- 
lar grounds  is  comemplated  in  the 
iMdjoining  state  of  Illinois,  and  per- 
haps in  other  western  regions. 

MORALS  AND  EDUCATION. 

There  seems,  in  this  territory,  no 
disposition  to  stagnation  of  effort. 
A  Territorial  Temperance  Conven- 
tion, ia  oilled  to  Jftouary  nfixt ;  and 


in  Walworth  county,  a  county  tem- 
perance meeting  is  to  belield  on  the 
first  of  the  new  year.  A  convention 
of  the  /riends  of  education,  is  also 
advertised  to  be  held  on  the  ifirst 
Monday  of  the  year,  at  Madison, 
where  the  legislature  is  in  session. 
I A  manual  labor  school  for  educating 
teachers,  is  in  contemplation  by  an 
active  and  able  clergyman  in  a  neigh- 
I  boring  county ;  and  a  disposition  for 
'  establishing  common  schools,  is  gen- 
eral through  the  territory.  This  dis- 
position has  been  greatly  stimulated 
by  the  admirable  policy  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  in  reserving  a  sec- 
tion of  land  in  each  township  for  the 
support  of  common  schools. 

Where  are  the  ministers  who  proposed  to  go 
to  this  interesting  territory,  last  summer  7 
We  hope 'they  will  not  all  relinquish  the  en- 
terprise; but  prepare  to  set  out  with  the 
opening  of  spring.  Every  year's  delay 
makes  the  work  of  evangelization  more  dif- 
ficuk. 


ILLINOIS. 


Fr&m  Rev.  L,  C.  Gilbert,  Kane  Co.,  lU. 

Our  conferenee  and  prayer  meet- 
ings have  Aen  better  attended  for 
some  weeks  past  than  formerly  ;  an 
unusual  degree  of  solemnity  has  been 
manifest  in  these  meetings,  and  sone 
are  indulging  the  hope  that  Zion's 
favored  hour  is  near.  A  dispositiGn 
to  incjuire  is  manifest  among  some  of 
the  impenitent.  Professors  of  reli- 
gion appear  to  feel,  to  some  extent, 
their  guilt  in  wandering  from  God, 
and  their  need  of  the  reviving  influ- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

HINDBANCES. 

The  country  here  is  new,  and  bnt 
few  among  us  have  comfortable 
dwellings,  and  the  attention  of  the 
people  is  so  entirely  absorbed  in  pro- 
viding for  their  temporal  wanta,  that 
it  is  very  difficult  to  induce  them  to 
make  that  effort  and  give  that  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  religion  which 
their  own  Idghest  interesi»  duoand.* 
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Another  difficulty  under  which  we 
labor,  is  tlte  want  of  convenient  or 
even  comfortable  places  for  religious 
worship.  Yet  I  would  not  forget  that 
theiLord  is  able  to  furnish  a  table 
even  in  the  wilderness;  to  cause  the 
dry  and  thirsty  land  to  abound  with 
springs ;  and  that  He  has  promised 
to  save  the  children  of  the  needy.  At 
Rock  Creek  all  the  difficulties  that  I 
have  mentioned  as  existing  here,  ex- 
ist, and  in  a  greater  degree.  But  a 
good  degree  of  union  prevails  in  the 
church,  and  most  of  its  members  ap- 
pear to  adorn  their  profession.  The 
Sabbath  school  is  maintained  there, 
and  a  district  school  is  soon  to  com- 
mence. 


From  a  Missionary  in  Illinois, 

This  is  a  small  town  situated  on 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal.  As 
yet,  every  thing  is  in  its  infancy.  It 
IS  truly  a  day  of  sihall  and  feeble 
things.  We  have  a  few  good  fami- 
lies, and  some  christian  friends  with 
whom  we  can  take  sweet  counsel,  but 
the  majority  of  our  people  are  living 
without  God,  and  without  hope  in  the 
world.  We  have  a  great  many  Ro- 
man Catholics  living  amongst  us. 
They  present  a  sad  siglU;  they  fight 
and  swear,  and  drink  mnd  murder. 
Truly,  "  madness  is  in  their  hearts 
while  they  live,  and  after  that,  they 
go  to  the'dead."  We  have  made  them 
an  offer  of  the  Bible;  some  few  ac- 
cepted, and  promised  to  read  it ;  but 
the  greater  part  rejected  it. 

We  have  a  very  good  attendance 
on  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  and 
there  appears  to  be  some  seriousness 
in  the  congregation.  We  have  com- 
menced a  good  substantial  meeting- 
house, which  we  hope  will  soon  be 
completed.  Upon  the  whole,  we 
think  we  have  reason  to  thank  God 
and  take  courage. 


From  Rev.  /.  Wilcox,  Genesseo,  III, 

REUEF   IN  TIME  OF   NEED. 

Permit  me  to  introduce  my  brief 


quarterly  report  by  tendering  to  the 
Society,  through  you,  my  sincere  and 
heartfelt  gratitude  for  the  renewal  of 
my  commission  for  another  year, 
with  its  specified  appropriation.  It 
has  relieved  me  of  a  great  pecuniary 
burden,  and*reminded  iQe  again — I 
hope  with  feelings  of  penitence  and 
love — of  him  who  hears  the  young 
ravens  when  they  cry,  and  of  his 
abundance  suppliesevery  livingcrea- 
ture. 

VISIT    TO     A     DESTITUTE     PORTION     Or 
MICHIGAN. 

The  recent  death  of  a  relative  at 
the  east  made  it  necessary  for  me  to 
leave  home,  and  visit  some  friends 
almost  at  the  northern  extremity  of 
white  settlements  in  Michigan,  on  the 
shore  of  the  lake  which  has  called 
me  from  my  people  five  weeks,  being 
unavoidably  detained  about  one  half 
of  that  time  by  the  state  of  the 
weather.  This  afforded  me  the  op- 
portunity to  preach  two  Sabbaths  in 
that  truly  destitute  region,  viz :  once 
at  Moskegon,  and  once  at  Grand 
Haven,  Ottowa  county.  At  the  for- 
mer, although  there  is  a  population 
that  might  furnish  as  large  a  congre- 
gation as  my  own,  with  several  pro- 
fessors of  religion,  yet  I  was  the  first 
minister  of  any  denomination  that 
ever  addressed  them  in  a  public  dis- 
course on  their  eternal  interests.  And 
though  the  day  was  cold  and  stormy,' 
(being  the  last  Sabbath  in  October,) 
and  the  snow  full  one  foot  deep  and 
no  paths  trodden,  yet  I  had  a  respect- 
able and  very  attentive  andienjce, 
whose  beaming  eyes,  often  saffused 
with  tears,  bespoke  the  adaptation  of 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the 
wants  of  men — even  worldly  men — 
who  had  banished  themselves  and 
families  from  the  religious  institu- 
tions and  privileges  of  their  fathers, 
to  secure  earthly  treasures  that 
elude  their  grasp,  or  if  secured  are 
contemptible  compared  with  the 
worth  of  the  soul  that  is  hazarded 
to  attain  them  !  Often,  while  among 
them,  did  they  express  a  wish  to  en* 
joy  the  labors  of  a  faithful  minister, 
and  a  willingness  to  contribute  libe- 
rally towards  his  support.  Nay^  many 
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of  ^hem  are  determined  to  do  this,  or 
ienvm  for  places  where  they  can.  But 
when  I  refleet  and  think  of  the  many 
just  sncfi  infant  settlements  on  the 
borders  of  onr  vast  lakes,  at  the 
months,  and  all  along  on  the  banks 
of  onr  noble  rivers,  on  the  wide 
spread  and  beairtiful  prairies,  and  in 
tne  midst  of  the  dense  and  luxuriant 
forests  throughout  the  length  and 
breath  if  this  mighty  valley — perish- 
ing for  the  Gospel,  I  feel  impelled 
to  lift  up  ray  soul  with  importunity 
to  the  great  Lord  of  the  harvest,  and 
pray  that  he  will  thrust  out  more  labo- 
rers, for  the  harvest  truly  is  plente- 
ous, but  the  laborers  are  ^w.  Often 
have  I  thought,  while  meditating  on 
this  subject — could  the  great  mass  of 
our  ministering  brethren  at  the  east 
be  eye  and  ear  witnesses  of  these 
destitutions  and  wants,  only  once  du- 
ring their  ministry,  the  result  would 
be  such  a  simultaneous  coming  up  to 
the  help  of  the  Lord  on  the  part  of 
the  churches,  that  there  would  be  no 
lack  of  men  or  means  to  possess  this 
goodly  land. 


ATPLICTIONS  UN9ANCTIFIED. 

When  my  last  was  written,  I  hoped 
I  should  have  some  belter  tidings 
to  communicate  in  my  next,  but  in 
this  I  am  disappointed.  Our  congre- 
gations on  the  Sabbath  have  been 
much  diminished  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, bnt  through  the  good  provi- 
dence of  our  God,  health,  is  improv- 
ing among  us. 

I  believe  that  the  judgments  of 
God  upon  a  community,  though  just, 
and  designed  for  good,  very  seldom, 
if  ever,  result  in  reclaiming  the 
wicked.  "If they hearnolMosesand 
the  prophets,"  Jesus  and  the  apostles, 
"neither  will  they  be  persuaded" 
though  God  speak  in  terrible  judg- 
ments, or  even  "  though  one  rose 
from  the  dead."  Chastisements 
may,  undoubtedly,  be  the  means  of 
reclaiming  the  backsliding  Christian, 
but  so  perverse  and  wicked  are  im- 
penitent men,  that  v^hat  is  designed 
for  their  good,  they  abuse  to  their 
injury.    So  that  the  prevailing  sick- 


ness does  not  appear  to  have  operated 
as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Gospel,  but,  in 
some  respects,  as  a  hindrance. 

Another  difficult^r  is  found  in  the 
thousand  inconveniences  and  hin- 
drances, to  which  the  missionary  is 
often  subjected  in  a  new  country,  and 
in  feeble  churches.  He  is  so  situ- 
ated that  he  cannot  command  his 
time,  nor  his  mental  resources,  nor 
his  heart,  to  such  advantage,  and  ren- 
der them  available  to  such  an  amount 
of  usefulness,  as  he  otherwise  might 
do.  His  study  is  often  the  only 
room  in  the  house,  and  that  very 
small.  Hfs  library,  (if  he  have  any 
thing  deserving  the  name.)  is  smaH 
and  deficient,  and  exposed  to  be  de- 
voured by  mice,  or  damaged  by  the 
storms  driving  in  upon  it;  he  has  no 
means  of  replenishmg  or  enlarging 
it;  and  the  few  periodicals  which  h« 
is  able  to  take,  subject  him  to  a  large 
postage  bill,  which  in  other'  circum- 
stances might  furnish  him  with  fur- 
ther means  of  knowledge  and  use- 
fulness. But  I  need  not  repeat  what 
you  already  know;  The  Lord  knows 
and  appreciates  the  trials  of  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  he  will  not  suffer  them 
to  be  tempted  above  that  they  are/ 
able  to  bear,  if  they  are  faithful. 

Reader,  if  you  were  such  a  rnissionary  as 
is  here  described,  do  yoa  not  think,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  eastern  churches,  in  with- 
holding from  you  a  liberal  support,  were  very 
unkind,  not  to  say  unchristian?  "Whatso- 
ever ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  - 
&c." 


INDIANA. 


From  Rev.  P.  S.  Cleland,   Green- 
wood  J  la, 

MERCIES   RECEIVEn. 

The  past  has  been  a  year  of  mercy 
to  myself,  family,  and  congregations. 
Death  has  made  but  few  inroads 
upon  us;  we  have  been  preserved 
from  wasting  sickness,  the  earth  has 
brought  forth  her  increase,  and  the 
Lord  has  not  left  himself  without 
witness  that  he  is  the  God  of  grace 
and    salvation.      During   the    year 
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600)6  18  or  20  persoQsthuve  professed 
to  have  passed  froa&  death  unto  life. 

BIND&ANCES  TO  THE  GOSPEL — NOT  PE- 
CULIAR TO  THE  WEST. 

There  are  evils  existing  in  the 
church,  which  cannot  be  removed 
without  the  convincing  and  sancti- 
^ing  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
These  evils  are  such  as— a  want  of  a 
feeling  of  responsibility  resting  upon 
every  professor  of  religion,  the  ab- 
sence of  that  harmony  and  brotherly 
love,  that  should  characterize  the 
church  of  Christ,  ^nd  a  worldly- 
miodedness  that  withholds  from  God 
more  than  is  meet.  Some  of  my 
people,  as  is  the  case,  perhaps,  in  all 
the  churches  in  the  land,  do  not  seem 
to  realize  the  duty  of  contributing  of 
their  ability  to  the  treasury  of  the 
Lord.  They  do  not  act  from  prin' 
ciple  and  a  regard  to  the  ordinance 
oj  God,  in  sustaining  the  ministry, 
and  in  promoting  the  cause  of  be- 
■  nevolence.  And  is  it  not  the  reason 
why  the  ministry  is  so  meagerly 
supported,  and  the  cause  of  benevo- 
lence so  feebly  sustained,  that  these 
topics  have  not  had  their  proper 
place  in  the  instructions  of  the  pulpit  7 ' 
On  other  points  of  duty.  Christians 
read  line  upon  line  and  precept  upwn 
precept;  why  pot  on  these,  espe^ 
cially  as  the  love  of  the  world  has  a 
strong  hold  upon  the  human  heart? 
The  support  of  the  ministry  is  a  deli- 
cate subject,  especially  to  men  of  sen- 
sibility and  refinement  of  feeling,  as 
most  of  the  educated  clergymen  are. 
Hence  there  is  a  strong  temptation 
to  omit  this  subject  in  the  ministra- 
tions of  the  pulpit.  This  thing  ought 
not  so  to  be.  The  good  of  the  church, 
and  the  untrammelled  energies  of 
the  ministry,  demand  that  the  people 
of  God  be  taught  to  bring  all  their 
tithes  into  the  store  house  of  the 
Lord. 


DOCTRINAL  NOTIONS. 

There  are  here  many  things  to  dis- 
courage a  minister  of  Christ.  The 
country  is  filled  up  with  false  teach 


ers,  who  are  ^busily  engaged,  in.  db* 
geminating  their  erroneous  doctrines. 
So  far  as  my  observation  has  ex- 
tended, there  is  a  general  desire  both 
to  propagate  and  to  hear  something 
new.  As  a  mere  specimen,  I  meet 
with  teachers  and  believers  of  the 
following,  among  othel:  new  and 
strange  notions— The  divine,  as  well 
as  the  human  nature  of  Christ  died. 
That  since  Christ  died  to  albne  for 
the  sins  of  the  world,  the  only  sin 
for  which  man  will  be  punished,  is 
the  sin  of  unbelief— that  a  man's 
body  is  his  soul — that  the  soul  dies 
as  well  as  the  body,  and  remains  dead 
till  the  resurrection— and  what  may 
seem  still  more  strange,  a  man  re- 
garding himself  a  good  Protestant, 
and  yet  a  firm  believer  in  transub- 
stantiation.  In  addition  to  all,  Camp- 
bellism,  that  bane  of  the  west,  you 
find  ©very  where. 

IMPROVEMENT  GOING    ON. 

There  are,  however,  amid  these 
discouragements,  signs  that  a  better 
day  is  dawning.  Here  and  there,  one 
meets  with  sincere  inquirers  after 
truth.  Many  are  becoming  disgusted 
with  these  ignorant  teachers,  and  are 
willing  to  attend  where  the  plain  sim- 
ple Gospel  is  preached ;  who  not  only 
come  tiiemselves,  but  bring  their 
children  also.  Sabbath  schools  are 
making  their  way  into  neighborhoods 
where  they  were  formerly  unknown./ 
Those  who  haveheen  longer  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  say  there  is  a 
great  Improvement  in  public  morals, 
the  Sabbath  better  observed,  and  a 
greater  reverence  for  sacred  things. 


I^UCHIGAN. 

A  MISSIONARY   WANTED. 

We  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  ministers 
who  are  disposed  to  go  to  the  west,  to  the 
following  statement  of  circumstances— af- 
fording an  eligible  field  and  great  prospects 
of  usefulness, 

The  region  where  the  missionary 
is  needed  is  situated  on  Grand  River, 
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arid'  comprises  Ihc  ea%tern  half  of 
Ionia  county.  The  principal  settle- 
ments are,  Lyons,  300  inhabitants; 
Portland,  800;  B^arlow  settlement, 
150  to  200.  In  the  last  mentioned 
place,  a  Congregational  church  of  18 
members  was  formed  in  the  spring 
of  1840.  In  the  other  places  there 
are  some  15  or  20  persons  having 
letters  from  eastern  churcheSj  and 
desirin*  to  be  organized.  There  is 
among  these  brethren  more  than 
usual  desire  for  the  Gospel  and  ap- 
preciation of  its  value,  and  though 
the  embarrassments  of  the  country 
will  not  allow  them  to  promise  any 
definite  amount  of  cash,  yet  they 
offer  to  do  what  they  can. 

Particularly,  they  offer  to  meet  a 
minister  at  Detroit,  (120  miles  dis- 
tant,) and  move  him  and  his  goods  to 
t*he  field  of  labor.  If  he  have  a 
iflimily,  they  will  furnish  all  the 
necessary  bread,  meat,  vegetables, 
sugar,  (if  such  as  they  make  and  use 
will  be  acceptable,)  the  keeping  of  a 
horse  and  cow,  (and  will  try  to  sup- 
ply the  animals  also.)  They  say, 
"We  have  an  abundance  of  provi- 
sions, and  will  share  with  our  minis- 
ter, if  he  will  live  as  we  live,  and 
live  with  us  and  upon  us."  If  a  sin- 
gle man,  they  will  furnish  his  board, 
end  such  of  the  above  mentioned 
articles  as  he  might  need,  or  as  could 
be  made  available  for  his  support. 
He  would  still  need  ca«h,  to  a  certain 
extent)  to  purchase  groceries,  cloth- 
ing, stationery,  and  for  incidental 
expenses.  The  amount  needful  for 
these  purposes  would  depend  on  his 
habits,  his  family,  &c.  The  people, 
afraid  to  promise  more  than  they 
may  be  able  to  perform,  make  no 
guaranty  of  money,  but  ask  the  Am. 
Home  Miss.  Society  to  supply  their 
lack  of  service  in  this  respect — a  re- 
quest which  the  So«nety  will  be  dis- 
posed to  grant,  as  their  means  will 
enable  them  and  the  case  may  re- 
quire. 

We  submit  these  facts  to  the  con- 
sideration of  our  brethren,  who  are 
desiring  an  open  door  through  which 
to  enter  into  labor  and  usefulness. 
The  opportunity  is  a  good  one  for 
a  good  man,  one  who  is  resolute,  and 
can  have  patience  to  sow,  break  up 


the  ground  before  he  puts    in  the 
sickle  to  gather  tlie  rich  harvest. 


CHURCH   DEBTS. 

The  destruction  of  our  wheat  crop 
by  the  insect  is  greater  than  we  sup- 
posed. Some  of  our  large  farmers 
did  not  raise  the  amount  that  they, 
sowed.  Though  it  brings  but  50  cents 
per  bushel,  yet  for  a  farmer  to  lose 
700  or  800  bushels,  and  have  nothing 
else  to  turn  for  cash,  which  he  must 
somehow  raise  is  embarrassing.  I 
must  take  my  people's obligationsfor 
salary  last  year,  and  keep  them.  If 
I  turn  where  I  am  owing,  they  will 
be  crowded,  and  in  many  cases  their 
property  sacrificed,  before  they  can 
pay.  Adebtof  $125,  for  the  meeting- 
house, lies  against  the  Trustees,  and 
must  be  paid  this  month,  or  their  pri- 
vate property  be  sacrificed  for  it. 

The  above  statement  affords  occasion  to 
repeat  what  we  have  already  said  on  the 
subject  of  church  debts.  Experience  shows, 
ihat  it  is  miserable  policy  to  build  houses  of 
worship  with  borrowed  money  or  labor.  We 
know  that  the  case  often  appears  very  urgent 
—that  "  the  circumstances  are  peculiar"— 
and  unless  a  roan  has  faith  in  fixed  princi- 
ples, and  the  results  of  experience,  he  will 
be  induced  to  yield  to  the  general  desire  to 
have  a  bouse  built  at  all  eveuts,  and  think 
about  payment  afterwards.  But  it  is  bad 
policy— it  is  wrong.  If  ever  a  debt  is  a  sin, 
and  shows  itself  to  be  so  by  the  conse* 
quenccs,  it  is  when  contracted  by  a 
congregation,  to  build  a  fine  house 
in  hope  of  pleasing  the  gay  and  worldly. 
Better,  a  hundred  tim^s,  worship  in  store- 
lofts  and  school- houses,  in  log-cabins  and 
barns,  than  to  load  the  neck  of  christiaa 
enterprise  with  the  millstone  of  debt.  Build 
according  to  your  means,  and  when  the 
edifice  is  dedicated  to  Grod,  let  it  be  with  no 
secret  uneasiness  arising  from  the  fact,  that 
it  is  mortgaged  to  man. 


THE  LOWEST   POINT. 

Speculation  havmg  done  its  worst  in  the 
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fine  region  alladed  to  below,  we  cdnfidentljr 
expect  the  proepecte  of  the  church  will  next 
year  grow  better. 

Now,  with  most,  the  absorbing 
auestion  is,  ^how  shall  I  pay  my 
debts.  My  family  hare  been  sick, 
heavy  expenses  with  the  physician 
are  incurred,  how  shall  I  meet  them  ?" 
is  the  inquiry  of  many.  My  church 
and  society  is  almost  wholly  made  up 
of  farmers.  The  pressure  lies  pecu- 
liarly on  them*  Their  great  crops 
of  corn,  potatoes  and  buckwheat  will 
fetch  no  cash,  and  not  over  one  or 
two  shillings  per  bushel  in  any  thing. 
And  our  mechanics  keep  up,  gene^ 
rally,  near  to  the  prices  of  former 
times.  If  you  should  go  around 
among  us,  and  see  the  barefoot  chil- 
dren, and  the  men  and  women  whose 
shoes  look  as  if  they  would  soon  drop 
off,  and  their  clothing  patched  until 
scarce  any  thing  is  left  to  sew  upon 
it,  you  would  see  how  we  live,  feut 
with  your  help,  I  think  I  shall  get 
along  and  preach  to  this  people,  but 
I  never  knew  times  so  hard  before, 
though  I  thought  that  I  had  under- 
stood the  subject  of  hard  times. 

LABORS  WITH  THB  81CK. 

If  there  have  been  any  conversions 
since  my  last  report,  in  connection 
with  my  labors,  the^  have  been  in 
my  visits  with  the  sick.  Of  one  or 
two  young  men  I  have  hope.  One 
has  recovered,  and  manifests  a 
change.  I  hope  it  is  the  "  new  heart.*' 
Another  has  now  a  prospect  of  re- 
covering. His  mother,  brother,  and 
sisters— all  the  family  except  him- 
self and  his  father,  are  members  of 
the  church.  I  do  not  consider  his 
case  so  clear  as  the  other  one.  Both 
of  these  young  men  live  some  miles 
from  me;  both  had  heard  me  preach ; 
and  both  in  their  sickness  requested, 
of  their  own  accord,  to  have  me  sent 
for.  In  all  my  weaknesses,  and  all 
my  sins,  perplexed  and  embarrassed 
as  I  am,  my  God  and  Saviour  have 
not  forsaken  me. 


have  moneys  need  to  know  well 
how  to  manage  it,  or  they  are  likely 
to  fall  in  with  sharpers  who  will  get 
it  away.  And  what  is  more  distres- 
sing, these  sharpers  are  likely  to  be 
in  the  church.  A  Presbyterian  min-* 
ister.  who  a  short  time  ago  was  inde* 
penaent,  in  consequence  of  a  patri- 
mony which  he  brought  to  Michigan, 
is  now  reduced  to  want,  by  a  bargaiu 
which  he  was  induced  to  make  with 
an  elder  in  his  church.  The  impres- 
sion is  strong  on  the  public  mind, 
that  the  elder  has  greatly  defrauded 
him.  The  elder  was  tried  by  the 
session,  and  condemned,  but  ap- 
pealed. 

SHALL  POOR  CHURCHES  CONTRIBUTE  TO 
THB  CAUSE  OF  CHARITY  ? 

I  have  thought,  on  account  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  people,  that 
it  was  not  expedient  to  press  contri- 
butions. I  have  felt  that  [  could  not 
set  an  example  of  contributing,  as  a 
large  paftion  of  the  time  I  had  not  a 
cent  at  command.  But  I  have  chan- 
ged my  mind,  and  am  now  deter- 
mined to  press  contributions  for  the 
various  benevolent  objects.  If  I 
can  get  but  ten  cents,  I  will  get  thaU 

This  conclusion  is  right.  "Every  roan 
according  to  his  ability."  "It  is  required 
according  to  what  a  man. bath,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  what  he  hath  not."  Here  ia  the 
true  doctrine.  No  other  ia  aafficiently  com- 
prehenaire  to  meet  the  cases  of  alL 


MINISTERS   WHO   TAKE   MONEY   TO   THE 
WEflT. 

Ministers   who    come  west,  and 


AN   INCIDENTAL  EVIL. 

We  do  not  know  that  it  is  possible  wholly 
to  gaard  against  the  error  alluded  to  below. 
It  is  not  easy  to  tell  in  the  beginning  of  a 
congregation,  where  its  natural  centre  will 
be,  when  the  land  ia  all  cleared  up,  and  soci- 
ety has  assumed  a  permanent  form.  Hence, 
there  must  be  frequent  changes:  meeting- 
houses must  be  abandoned  or  removed^ 
churches  divided,  re-organized,  or  in  some 
way  changed  to  suit  the  altered  state  of  the 
community.  These  things  are  incident  to 
the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  and  are 
not  to  be  regarded  as  peculiar  discourage- 
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neatof  but  to  be  borne  aBd  remedied  as 
kindly  ss  possible^  as  they  oecor.  In  this 
work,  the  minister,  the  missionary  society, 
and  the  common  sense  and  christian  feeling 
of  the  people  must  all  co-operate. 

There  is  one  difficulty  in  bnilding 
up  the  cause  of  Christ  here,  which 
is  felt  and  acknowledged  by  many 
other  brethren  in  Michigan.  It  is 
this;  that  when  churches  are  orsr^n- 
ized,  they  are  too  frequently  located 
in  the  wrong  place ;  for  example,  a 
few  familes  remove  from  the  east 
and  settle  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
and  here  they  must  have  a  church 
organized,  and  obtain  a  minister  and 
assistance  from  abroad  to  sustain 
him,  to  labor  in  their  neghborhood, 
and  preach  in  tneir  school-house, 
when  the  labor  should  be  bestowed 
on  another  point  though  in  the  same 
field.  In  almost  every  section  of 
country  there  is  a  point  where  busi- 
ness naturally  centers,  and  here  a 
village  of  more  or  less  inhabitants 
usually  arises.  In  New-England,  at 
these  points,  you  generally  find  the 
churches,  but  in  Michigan,  in  these 
places,  the  minister  finds  churches 
indeed  organized,  but  they  are  greatly 
enfeebled  from  the  fact  that  other 
churches  of  like  order  are  covering 
the  ground  which  naturally  belongs 
to  these  centers  of  business.  Much 
is  lost  by  not  commencing  aright,  by 
not  making  the  natural  centers  pla- 
ces for  preaching  the  Gospel  at  first. 
I  know  of  several  places  of  this  cha- 
racter, where  if  all  the  Presbyterians 
or  Congregationalists  around  would 
unite  in  the  village,  they  could  ea- 
sily sustain  a  pastor  without  foreign 
aid.  Making  such  wrong  locations 
for  churches,  is  one  cause  why  many, 
who  used  when  at  the  east  to  travel 
4  or  5  miles  to  church,  will  not  do  it 
here.  When  the  country  is  first 
settled,  they  get  the  habit  of  going  to 
their  district  school-houses  to  public 
worship,  and  it  is  difficult  afterwards 
to  prevail  on  them  to  go  to  the  center 
of  the  town,  or  to  their  village  ad- 
joining, when  it  is  evidently  their 
duty.  This  evil  prevails  to  no  small 
extent  in  this  new  country.  But 
what  is  the  remedy,  or  how  shall  the 
evil  be  avoided?  The  minister  can- 
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not  always  do  it  alone.  I  know  of 
cases  where  the  minister  has  enr-^ 
deavored  to  do  it  in  vain.  The  peo- 
ple tell  Aim,  we  will  sustain  you  to 
preach  at  this  point,  because  it  is 
near  us,  and  expect  to  build  up  a 
chnrch  there,  when  in  the  opinion  of 
the  pastor,  the  labor  should  mainly  be 
bestowed  on  another  place.  Let  the 
A.  H.  M.  S.  have  some  two  or  three 
good  ministers  in  the  neighborhood, 
to  designate  the  natural  business, 
point  or  center  of  the  town,  or  place 
where  it  appears  most  expedient  to 
have  a  church,  with  geographical 
territory  sufficient  to  build  up  a 
church  capable  of  sustaining  itself, 
and  there  let  the  missionary  labor,  a 
portion  of  the  time  at  least,  if  there  is 
not  a  single  church  member  there. 
In  this  way,  more  good  would  be  ac- 
complished in  the  end,  than  is  done 
by  beginning  in  a  place  which  must 
ultimately  be  abandoned  to  another 
near,  and  of  mote  importance. 

If  any  such  cases  exist  nnder  the  patron- 
age of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  it  is  because  the  in* 
formation  on  ivhich  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee acted,  was  imperfect.  They  uni- 
formly require  applicant  congregations  to 
forward  the  judgment  of  neighboring  min- 
isters on  the  propriety  of  the  appropriation 
asked — taking  into  account  the  number  of 
hearers,  location,  &c.,  <&c.  If  any  of  our 
missionaries  will  apprise  us  that  our  action 
is  necessary  to  straighten  any  crooked 
things  of  this  sort,  we  will  cheerfully  exam- 
ine the  case,  and  do  what  is  right  and  com- 
petent for  us  to  do  in  the  premises. 


"my  extremity  was  god's  opportu- 
nity." 

Before  the  receipt  of  my  commis- 
sion, I  despaired  of  relief;  and  the 
very  day  it  came  to  hand,  I  had  made 
up  my  mind  that  I  tould  not  possibly 
be  sustained  any  longer.  True,  we 
were  not  reduced  to  the  lowest  ex- 
tremity ;  but  myself  and  family  were 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  shoes, 
and  many  articles  of  clothing,  which 
are  essential  not  only  to  decency, 
but  comfort  and  health ',  and  I  had 
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no  ineaii9  of  obtaiDing  them  without 
money.  I  have  not  yet  received  a 
farthing  in  cash  on  my  salary  since 
I  have  been  on  this  field,  which  is 
now  near  two  years.  My  people 
could  not  obtain  it,  and  therefore  I 
could  not.  Still,  the  thought  of  leav- 
ing was  very  painful  to  me.  But  my 
extremity  was  God's  opportunity  s 
and  the  promised  aid  of  your  So- 
ciety was  the  more  grateful.  Al- 
though it  was  less  than  I  had  hoped 
it  Would  be,'*'  yet  I  can  assure  you 
it  was  productive  of  feelings  that  are 
not  easily  described.  We  felt  that, 
at  least,  some  of  our  wants  would  be 
relieved ;  and  when  our  family  came 
around  the  domestic  altar,  I  think  I 
can  say  in  truth,  that  with  heartfelt 
sincerity  we  unitedly  offered  up  our 
thanks  to  '^  Him  from  whom  cometh 
down  every  good  and  every  perfect 
gift,"  for  the  special  mercy  conferred 
on  us  through  your  Society.  Yes, 
my  dear  brother,  missionaries  at  the 
west  know  how  to  appreciate  the 
Home  Missionary  Society;  and  would 
that  its  value  were  known  from  ^'  sea 
to  sea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth."  Then  would  its  trea- 
sury be  abundantly  replenished,  and 
through  its  instrumentality  and  mu- 
^[ilficence,  this  whole  western  wilder- 
ness would  "  blossom  as  the  rose !" 


OHIO. 


From  Rev.  H,  W,  Oshorn,  Mesopo- 
tamia^ O, 

While  I  have  to  mourn  that  so 
little  good  appears  to  have  been  ac 
complished  through  my  instu ment- 
ality, I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  Lord, 
whose  providence  seemed  plainly 
to  direct  my  footsteps  here,  has  used 
niie  as  an  agent  in  preparing  the  way 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel  in 


♦  Why  was  it  less?  Because  the  Society 
had  not  the  means  of  granting  the  whole 
amount;  and  because  the  pledges  of  the 
Committee  wer«  already  as  far  in  advance  of 
their  receipts,  as  a  conscientious  regard  to 
safety  would  allow  them  to  go. 


this  place.  A  very  unhtppy  state 
of  things  had  for  some  time  existed.^ 
A  troublesome  case  of  discipline,  and 
other  circumstances,  hacT  caused 
alienations  and  divisions.  These 
evils  seem  gradually  to  be  diminish- 
ing. There  have  been  additions  by 
letter  to  this  church  on  every  com- 
munion season  during  the  year,  fif' 
te^n  in  all.  At  our  last,  one  offered 
himself  who  had  been  in  the  place 
two  years,  with  his  letter  by  him. 
Our  Sabbath  school  has  been  revived. 
Last  winter  we  introduced  into  it, 
the  Assembly's  Shorter  Catechism, 
In  the  spring,  with  aid  from  a  benevo- 
lent individual  in  Connecticut,  we 
procured  the  Massachusetts  Sabbath 
School  Library,and  Newcomb'sques- 
tion  books.  These  gave  a  new  im- 
pulse to  the  school.  We  have  Bible 
classes,  composed  of  young  people, 
and  of  fathers  and  mothers. 

About  half  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
town  are  avowed  Universalists.  Your 
missionaries  in  this  region  need  to 
be  thoroughly  furnished. 

Though  efforts  have  been  made  to 
crush  this  church,  and  trample  it  un- 
der foot,  yet  it  is  rising  in  influence. 
With  aid  from  your  Society  a  few 
years  longer,  and  especially  with  the 
smiles  of  Heaven,  I  hope  this  church 
will  soon  appear  like  "  a  city  set  on 
a  hill." 


KEW'YOBLK. 
A  CASE   OF   HOPEFUL  CONVERSION. 

Last  week,  I  would  hope,  that  one 
man  in  our  congregation  "passed 
from  death  unto  life."  During  the 
time  of  his  deepest  impressions,  and 
clearest  convictions  of  sin  previous 
to  his  hopeful  change ;  which  con- 
tinued from  Friday  night  till  the  next 
Monday,  he  was  in  great  distress. 
On  Saturday  morning  he  came  to 
my  house  in  a  state  of  great  agita- 
tion of  mind  and  body,  and  the  first 
words  he  said,  after  I  received  him 
at  the  door,  were,  ^^  I  am  a  poor, 
miserable  sinner,  and  have  come  to 
ask  you  to  pray  for  me,^^  1  conversed 
with  him  ior  some  time  and  then  had 
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Aseasonofprayer  with  him.  During 
tfbis  exercise  his  whole  frame  shook 
most  of  the  time,  quite  violently. 

On  Monday  morning  he  came  to 
me  again,  accompanied  by  his  bro- 
iher-in-law,  the  man  whom  I  men- 
tioned in  my  last  report  who  joined 
our  church  by  profession  last  spring. 
His  impressions  seemed  to  be  even 
deeper  than  before?  Though  he 
seemed  to  have  somewhat  dearer 
views  of  his  guilt  and  of  the  duty  of 
repentance  and  faith.  And  after  the 
other  Individual  and  myself  led  in 
prayer,  he  followed  in  a  most  humbl« 
manner.  In  his  prayer  he  seemed 
not  to  be  seeking  "  a  hope ;"  but 
mercy  through  Christ  to  a  hell-de- 
serving sinner.  He  seemed  most 
fully  to  acknowledge  God's  right 
and  justice  in  sending  him  to  bell. 
At  this  time  he  thought  he  found 
"the  pearl  of  great  price."  He  im- 
mediately set  up  the  family  altar,  and 
up  to  the  present  time  he  gets  along 
well.  But  still  I  must  feel  as  at  first 
we  always  are  obliged  to,  in  such 
cases — I  rejoice  with  trembling. 
For  during  several  of  the  last  years 
of  his  life  he  has  been  very  intempe- 
rate. O  pray  for  him  and  for  me, 
and  for  this  dying  community,  that 
we  may  be  speedily  visited  with  the 
jihowers  of  divine  grace  ! 


BECOMING  ALL  THINGS  TO  ALL  MEN,  IN 
ORDER  TO   WIN   SOME. 

I  think  there  never  was  a  more 
favorable  time  to  send  missionaries 

into county.     People  begin  to 

see  the  difference  between  broken, 
disconnected  harangues,  and  metho- 
dical, solemn  preaching.  I  have  read 
the  Btble,  and  the  psalms  and  hymns 
every  Sabbath  out  of  my  memory, 
and  not  from  book,  and  never  ex- 
hibited any  notes  in  a  single  discourse 
which  I  preached.  This  I  did  to  re- 
move the  strong  prejudice  against 
"  reading  preachers,"  so  called.  This 
convinced  people  that  I  had  read  my 
Bible,  and  ihat  the  great  object  of  my 
pireaching  was  to  have  chem  believe 
and  obey  it.  The  peopk  where  I 
have  preached  appear  to  be  very 


Anxious  to  have  me  continue  another 
year.  I  have  travelled  on  foot,  but 
this  is  more  than  I  should  be  willing 
to  do  for  another  year. 


From  Rev,  A.  W.  Plait^  Hector^  K  K 

The  year  of  my  missionary  ap- 
pointment has  closed.  There  has 
been  no  special  religious  movement 
during  the  year.  Two  only  have 
been  added  by  profession ;  they  were 
two  promising  little  boys,  members 
of  the  Sabbath  school.  To  see  them 
of  their  own  accord,  and  each  alone, 
come  out  on  the  Lord's  side,  was  an 
interesting  sight. 

Two  of  our  most  important  female 
members  have  been  removed  by 
death.  They  did  very  much  to  sus- 
tain the  Gospel  here,  and  to  carry 
forward  benevolent  efforts.  But  they 
departed  peacefully  to  their  everlast- 
ing rest. 

The  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible 
classes  have  been  prospered.  In  the 
intermission,  on  the  Sabbath,  the 
principal  part  of  the  congregation, 
old  and  young,  sit  down  to  study 
the  Bible  lesson.  I  have  superin- 
tended the  school  myself  a  part  of 
the  time,  and  often  preach  on  the 
lesson  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  after- 
noon another  school  is  held  in  a  dis- 
tant part  of  the  congregation,  which 
has  called  together,  fjrom  40  to  60 
children  and  youth. 


From  Rev.  M,  poolittle,  Olto  and 
East  Otto,  N.  Y. 

Five  have  united  with  this  church 
by  profession,  since  my  last  report, — 
three  of  them  heads  of  families. 
These  were  the  fruits  of  the  little 
a  waken ii^  in  our  church  and  society 
last  February.  There  are  others  that 
have  not  yet  united  any  where. 

"  SET  THY  HOUSE  IN  OBnER." 

In  the  church  of  East  Otto,  we 
have  just  been  called  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  a  beloved  sitter,  who  prosiiMd 
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to  be  a  useful  laborer  in  tbe  vineyard 
of  the  Lord,  Mrs.  M.,  in  the  23d  year 
of  her  age.  The  first  sermon  of  the 
year  I  preached  from  these  words: 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Set  thy  house 
in  order,  for  thou  shalt  die  and  not 
live."  After  service,  she  remarked 
to  her  husband,  that  she  felt  that  she 
ought  to  begin  to  set  her  house  in 
order,  although  she  was  then  well, 
and  her  visible  prospects  seemed  as 
-favorable  for  a  long  life  for  her,  as  for 
any  one.  The  Lord  has  come,  and 
that  suddenly.  We  have  abundant 
reason  to  think  that  our  loss  is  her 
gain. 

We  have  a  very  interesting  little 
Sabbath  school,  of  perhaps  about 
thirty  scholars.  We  have  also  an  inr 
teresting. Bible  class.  The  interest  in 
this  congregation  is  more  general. 
People  come  from  a  greater  distance 
to  attend  the  preaching  of  the  word. 
Our  little  house  is  generally  full  on 
the  Sabbath.  Since  the  last  report, 
five  have  united  with  this  church  by 
letter.  We  are  hoping  for  still  bright- 
er days  here. 


From  Rev,  F.  Kyte,  Lumherland, 

To  this  church,  17  new  members 
have  been  added  during  the  year,  be- 
ing, for  the  most  part,  the  fruits  of  a 
revival  with  which  we  were  favored 
in  June  last  There  are  others  also, 
who  have  not  as  yet  sought  church 

Erivileges,  who  indulge   a  hope  o\ 
aving  passed  from  death  unto  life. 


From  Rev.  R.  West,  Wal  worthy  N.  Y. 

HAPPY  RESULTS  OF   MISSIONARY  LABOR. 

We  received  to  our  fellowship  at 
our  last  communion,  three  persons 
on  certificate,  whom  we  consider  an 
important  acquisition,  as  they  are  all 
beads  of  families.  These  make  33 
we  have  received  during  the  year, 
all  on  profession  of  their  faith  ex- 
cept 8.  These  33,  added  to  the  25 
prtvioiMly  received,  Qi«k9  in  tU  that 


have  united  with  this  church  under 
my  ministry  58— nearly  twice  as 
many  as  the  church  consisted  of 
when  I  commenced  ray  labors  here, 
three  years  ago. 

We  have  raised  something  on  sub- 
scription for  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  and 
part  of  it  is  collected.  I  hope  we 
shall  make  out  $50.  Our  Sabbath 
school  has  been  prosperous  through 
the  summer.  Our  prayer  meetings 
are  attended  generally  from  house  to 
house  by  a  goodly  number,  and  an 
encouraging  stale  of  feeling  exists 
among  the  brethren. 


*'THE  PULPIT  WORTH  MORE  THAN 
IT  COSTS." 

The  National  Preacher  for  November, 
1839,  contained  an  excellent  sermon  with 
the  above  title,  by  the  Rev.  T.  S.  Clabwe,  of 
Stockbridge,  Mass.  Appreciating  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  age  to  lest  the  value  of  every 
thing  by  a  pecuniary  standard,  the  author 
shows  most  convincingly,  that  even  when 
judged  of  by  the  rule  of  dollars  and  cents 
the  preached  Gk)Bpel  is  an  invaluable  blessing. 

The  text  is  the  question  of  Judas,  Mat. 
26:  8.  "  To  what  purpose  is  this  waste?* 
"  The  same  question  is  still  asked  in  view  of 
expenditures,  of  which  the  making  of  money 
is  not  the  immediate  object;  and  especially 
is  this  true  in  relation  to  the  support  of  pub- 
lic worship."  That  the  charge  implied  in 
this  question  is  unfounded,  the  preacher  ar- 
gues on  the  ground,  that  "  The  Pulpit  is 
worth  more  than  it  costs  for  its  support^"  and 
consequently  there  is  no  waste,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  very  best  economy,  in  sustain- 
ing it.  Tbe  proofs  of  this  truth  are  arranged 
under  several  heads,  which  we  give  with  ex- 
tracts from  the  illustrations. 

1.  //  increases  the  value  of  everf 
kind  of  useful  property. 

This  is  a  matter  of  fact,  even  though 
I  should  fail  to  account  for  it.  That 
property  was  worth  more  under  the 
administration  of  David  and  Solo- 
mon, than  during  the  reign  of  the  un- 
principled Ahab,  is  a  fact,  apparent 
to  the   dullest   apprehension.    Nor 
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would  the  reason,  seem  to  be  less  ob* 
Tious.    There  was,  in  the  one  case, 
a  strung  moral  influence,  resulting 
solely   from    religious    institutions, 
which  threw  around  the  heart  of  de- 
pravity such  restraints,  that  it  dared  \ 
not  become  aggressive  011  the  rights  \ 
and  property  of  others ;  while  in  the  | 
other,  a  false  religion  was  substituted 
for  the  true,  and  thus  the  restraints, 
arising  from  the  fear  and  love  of  God, 
were   generally  removed  from  the 

Sublic  mind.  Was  the  vineyard  of 
[aboth,  the  Jezreelite,  as  valuable  to } 
him,  as  it  would  have  been,  if  a  man 
that  feared  God,  and  loved  righteous- 
ness, had  sat  on  the  throne,  instead 
of  the  self-seeking  Ahab?  What  was 
Lot's  house  in  Sodom  worth,  liable 
as  it  was,  every  night,  to  be  broken 
open,  and  himself  and  family  exposed 
to  all  the  horrors  of  unbridled  licen- 
tiousness? Would  this  state  of  I 
things  have  existed,  had  the  spirit  of 
Abraham  generally  prevailed  in  that 
community  1  But  how  came  Abra- 
ham to  be  in  p(»ssession  of  a  better 
spirit?  Had  religion  nothing  to  do 
in  making  this  difference  ? 

Thus  too  in  France,  during  the 
reign  of  terror,  every  kind  of  pro- 
perty sunk  in  value,  by  reason  of  the 
insecurity  afforded  by  the  govern- 
ment. Whence  came  that  insecu- 
rity? Manifestly  from  the  annihila- 
tion of  all  religious  restraints,  and 
from  the  substitution  of  a  rampant 
and  licentious  infidelity.  The  intrin- 
sic value  of  the  soil  in  Turkey  is 
doubtless  much  greater  than  that  of 
New-England;  and  yet  the  poorest* 
acre  of  New-England  may  be  more 
valuable  for  purposes  of  permanent 
occupancy,  than  the  same  quantity 
of  the  richest  land  in  Turkey,  be- 
cause in  the  one  case  you  are  pro- 1 
tected  in  your  rights  by  a  vigorous 
conscience  in  the  body  politic,  while 
in  the  other  you  are  constantly  ex- 
posed to  a  lawless  rapacity,  and  know 
not  in  the  morning  but  the  bowstring 
may  be  applied  to  your  neck,  or  the 
bastinado  to  your  feet,  before  night. 
But  would  this  state  of  awful  insecu- 
rity to  life  and  property  continue, 
think  you,  if  the  pulpits  of  New- 
England  were  transferred  thither, 
rousing  the  people  to  the  assertion 

28* 


of  their  rights,  and  impressing  the 
public  mind  with  the  conviction  of  a 
personal  responsibility  to  God  t 

There  is  another  fact  in  this  rela- 
tion, which  should  not  be  over- 
looked: it  is  the  remarkable  one, 
that  no  where,  except  where  Chris- 
tianity prevails,  can  you  find  those 
partnerships  in  trade  and  commerce, 
which  are  indispensable  in  order  to 
give  to  property  its  greatest  value. 
Their  religion,  or  rather  the  want  of 
true  religion,  forbids  the  exercise  of 
mutual  confidence,  creating  univer- 
sal distrust,  and  making  every  man 
an  iceberg  to  his  neighbor.  Hence 
the  reason  why,  in  Pagan  countries, 
you  cannot  find  any  associations  for 
purposes  of  trade  or  commerce— of 
banking  or  benevolence.  Hencetheir 
resources  are  crippled,  and  the  public 
mind  is  stagnant. 

Further  illustrations  of  this  point 
might  be  gathered  from  not  a  few 
villages  even  in  New-England,  where 
the  experiment  of  abandoning  the 
institutions  of  religion  has  been  tried. 
In  one  oi  the  towns  of  a  neighboring 
county,  the  people  voluntarily  de- 
prived themselvesof  a  preached  Gos- 
pel for  several  years,  till  the  differ- 
ence between  them  and  the  adjoin- 
ing towns,  in  their  want  of  thrift  and 
prosperity  became  proverbial,  and  till 
they  themselves  were  convinced  that, 
in  forsaking  the  pulpit,  they  had  for- 
saken their  own  mercies.  At  length, 
they  repaired  their  weather-beaten 
aad  almost  ruined  church,  and  settled 
a  devoted  minister -of  the  Gospel, 
with  an  effect  so  marked  on  the  en- 
terprise of  the  people,  that  one  of 
their  most  intelligent  men  remarked, 
but  a  few  weeks  since,  that  their 
farms  had  increased  fifty  per  cent,  in 
value,  and  that  an  entirely  new  aspect 
had  been  put  on  the  dwellings,  as  well 
as  on  the  ^irit  of  the  people. 

2.  The  pulpit  is  worth  more  than 
it  costs,  because  the  vices  and  crimes 
which  it  restrains  cost  more  than  the 
restraining  influence. 

One  of  the  shrewdest  lawyers  in 
the  land,  after  a  careful  and  laborious 
examination  of  the  statistics  of  crimi- 
nal jurisprudence,  has  authorized  the 
following  statements. 

In  the  state  of  New-York,  the  actual 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


3H 


TiiB  HOME  MI€ISK»fARY. 


Febrcrarj' 


oonvledoBs  of  oriniQals  arct  1  to 
every  700  inhabitaiitB ;  and,  taking 
the  country  at  large,  it  will  be  safe 
to  aay  i  to  every  1000  inhabitants. 
At  this  rate,  we  have  at  least  13,000 
criminals  already  convicted,  and  3000 
unconvicted.    Here,  then,  are  16,000 
accomplished  villains.    The  expense 
of  supporting  a  prudent  man  may  be 
estimated  at  $200  annually — making 
the  cost  of  supporting  these  16,000 
criminals  three  millions  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  year.   Add  to  this, 
the  loss  occasioned  by  counterfeiting 
money — the  waste  in  dissipation  and 
riots— the  costs  attending  unsuccess- 
ful prosecutions    for   crime — losses 
sustained  by  fires,  which  have  been 
ascertained  to  have  t>een  kiiidled  by 
incendiaries,  and  the  sum  total  of  the 
estimate  is  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
**  So  that  the  honest  part  of  this  na- 
tion pay  more  for  the  support  of  crime 
than  is  paid  for  all  our  naval  and  land 
forces,  forts,   arsenals,  navy-yards, 
ordnance,  armories,  Indian  pensions, 
and  internal  improvements  put  to- 
gether !" — proof  this,   that   human 
laws,  however  severe,  can  never  pre- 
vent the  commission  of  crime.    But 
the  sanctified  influence  of  the  pulpit 
can  do  it ;  for,  so  great  is  its  power 
of  prevention,  that  criminals,  and 
those  who  intend  to  become  such,  are 
seldom  seen  in  the  house  of  God. 
Indeed,  the    conscience,    which   is 
educated  in  the  sanctuary,  brings  the 
day  of  judgment  and  final  retribution 
too  near  to  allow  men  to  become 
aggressive  on  the  rights  and  happi- 
ness oi  their  fellow-men.  What  then 
would  be  the  effect,  if  all  the  costs 
of  crime  in  this  land  were  consecra- 
ted to  the  diffusion  and  maintenance 
of  the  institutions  of  the    Gospel 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  our  country  ?    Would  not  the  na- 
tion be  a  gainer  by  it  even  in  a  pecn- 
niary  point  of  view,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  improvement  in  morals  and 
mental  elevation  ? 

3.  Again.  The  pulpit  is  worth 
more  than  it  costs,  because  it  is  the 
pre-requisite  and  support  of  civiliza- 
tion. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  several  na- 
tions, such  as  ancient  Greece  and 
Rome,  attained  to  great  elevation  and 


refinement  without  the  aid  of  the 
Gospel,  but  not  to  such  a  civilization 
as  it  is  in  the  power  of  Christianity 
alone  to  impart  and  perpetuate. 

The  barbarous,  or  savage  state,  is 
that  in  which  passion  habitually  pre- 
dominates over  reason — lust  over 
conscience; — in  which  the  animal, 
rather  than  the  intellectual  and  moral 
nature  of  man,  is  gratified.  Now 
when  this  order  is  reversed;  where 
a  people  are  governed  by  the  deci- 
sioDs  of  an  enlightened  conscience, 
there  civilization  in  its  best  form  ex-, 
ists ;  and  what  we  aflSrm  is,  that  such 
a  condition  is  never  reached  and 
maintained  without  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  history  of  the 
Greenlanders  presents  an  illustration 
in  point.  The  missionaries  to  that 
country  spent  the  first  ten  years  after 
their  arrival  in  attempting  to  elevate 
and  civilize  the  people  by  the  aid  of 
literature  and  science  alone,  but  the 
attempt  was  an  utter  failure.  They 
then  exhibited,  with  all  the  eloquence 
of  fervid  feeling,  the  doctrine  of  a 
Saviour, crucified  for  thesinsof  men- 
suffering,  and  dying  to  atone  for  the 
guilt  of  his  enemies,  with  an  effect, 
which  more  than  realized  their  most 
sanguine  expectations.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  people  was  arrested,  and 
the  transformation  of  heart,  which 
followed,  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
permanent  elevation.  Thus  also, 
schools  among  the  Indians  have  failed 
to  reclaim  them  from  the  savage  state, 
except  as  they  have  been  made  sub- 
ordinate to  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Gospel. 

But  the  pulpit  is  not  only  the  pre- 
requisite of  civilization,  it  is  also 
indispensable  for  its  support.  Civil- 
ization cannot  be  maintained  without 
the  same  influence  in  which  it  origi- 
nated. The  proof  of  this  is  seen  in 
almost  every  town  in  Christendom  ; 
in  men  who  have  withdrawn,  as  far 
as  possible,  from  the  influence  and 
support  of  the  Gospel ;  and  the  evi- 
dence in  such  cases  is  as  palpable  as 
it  is  painful,  that  they  are  rapidly 
reverting  to  the  savage  state.  The 
roughness  and  vulgarity  of  their 
manners— the  obtuseness  of  th^r 
moral  perceptions  and  sensibilities — 
and  the  habitual  predominance  of 
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appetite  and  lust  over  reason  and 
conscience,  proclaim  with  a  loud 
voice,  that  the  light  of  civilization  in 
them  is  nearly  extii^uished ;  and 
that,  but  for  surrounding  restraints, 
arising  from  those  who  maintain  the 
institutions  of  the  Gospel,  they  would 
soon  become  downright  barbarians. 

4.  Assuming  that  mankind  will 
have  some  kind  of  religion,  (an  a^ 
sumption  which  the  history  of  our 
race  justifies,)  we  stiy  fourthly ,  that 
the  Protestant,  evangelical  pulpit,  is 
worth  more  than  it  costs,  becavse  it 
preffents  the  introduction  of  a  more 
ejnoensive,  as  well  as  a  false  religion. 

The  question  submitted  to  men  is, 
not  whether  they  shall  have  no  re- 
ligion at  all,  but  whether  it  shall  be 
true  or  false — Mahommedan  or  Jew- 
ish— Pagan  or  Christian,  And  here 
it  is.  that  the  religion  of  the  Gospel 
has  the  advaptage  over  every  other, 
not  only  on  the  ground  of  its  truth 
and  excellence^  but  as  a  matter  of 
economy.  For  ministers  enough  of 
some  order  there  will  be;  and  the 
number  will  be  in  exact  ratio  to  the 
ignorance  of  the  people,  and  the  cor- 
ruption of  religion.  Infidelity  has 
its  priest  in  every  man,  who  is  sworn, 
by  his  talents  and  influence,  to  pro- 
pagate the  scheme.  Paganism  has 
its  thousands  of  altars,  and  its  array 
of  priests  to  attend  on  every  altar. 
In  France,  under  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church,  400,000,  or  one  to  every 
sixty-two.  of  the    inhabitants,    are 


ecclesiasiies.  In  Spain,  180^000,  or 
one  to  every  sixty-one  of  the  popu- 
lation, are  supported  by  the  church ; 
while  the  Protestant  religion  deems 
one  minister  sufficient  for  every  thou- 
sand souls.  It  is  thus  seen  to  be  a 
matter  of  economy  to  maintain  'the 
evangelical  pulpit,  not  merely  be- 
cause it  exhibits  the  only  true  reli- 
gion, but  because  it  is  the  cheaipest^ 
demanding  fewer  ministers  for  its 
inculcation,  and  a  far  less  expensive 
apparatus  for  worship.  If  men  will 
have  some  kind  of  religion,  as  the 
entire  history  of  the  world  demon- 
strates, it  is  better,  on  eveiy  account, 
to  possess  the  religion  of  a  regene- 
rated heart— the  religion  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ. 

For  these  several  reasons,  therefore,  the 
author  concludes  : 

1.  That  the  Pulpit  it  not  in  dtbt  to  the 
people. 

It  pays  baek  more  than  it  costs  in  the 
increased  value  which  it  gives  to  every  kind 
of  useful  property;— io  the  restraints  which 
it  imposes  on  vice  and  crime;— in  the  enter- 
prise which  it  imparts,  by  introducing  and 
perpetuating  the  purest  ibrm  of  civilization ; — 
and  in  its  preventing  the  introduction  of  a 
spurious,  as  well  as  a  more  expensive  reli- 
gion. 

^  2.  Again.  TTu  work  qf  Home  Mieeiono 
is  a  work  of  self-preeervation. 
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Rev.  R.  H.  Bnoddjr,  New-Prospeet,  Ttonn. 

Rev.  Moody  ChMC,  Danville,  Ind. 

Rev.  John  D.  Wil«oa»  New-Salem  aad  Oak  Grove, 


Rev.  Joseph  Labaree,  LitUa  Mill  Creek  aod  Vi^ 

einity,  O. 
Rev.  Samuel  Payne,  Chester,  O. 
Rav.  Warren  Nieholi,  Colunbaa,  IlL 
Rtv.  John  H.  PreotiM,  Napiaravilla,  UL 


Rev.  Nebemiah  Cobb,  GeneMee,  Mich. 
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Rev.  E.  B.  Baxter,  West  Emoz  and  FlaekvUle, 

N.Y. 
Rev.  A.  L.  Crandall,  West  Trov,  N.  T. 
Rev.  Lemuel  Foster,  Bethel,  Ul. 
Rev.  O.  Littlefield,  Algaotee,  Mich.,  Willow  frai  Aor 

lad.,  Ac. 
J  Rev.  T.  P.  EmtnoD,  MacioB,  Iowa  T«r« 
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The  TVeasurcr  of  the  American  Borne  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums,  from  December  Ist,  1840,  to  Janmary  1st,  1841. 


MASSACHUSETTS— 
Mm. Soc,  by  B.  Perkins,  Ami.  Tr.,       $1600  00 
Audover.^outA  Parish,  Mra.  Elizabeth 

Brown,  1 ;  Mtsv  Mary  E.  Brown,  1,  2  00 

North  Parish,  bequeiit  of  MiM  Hannah 

Stevens,  by  Rev.  Jesse  Page,  10  00 

Conway,  H.  M.  S.,  to  const.  Samuel 

Dunham  a  L.  M.,  by  O.  Childs,  Tr.,         30  00 
Falmonth,  Mass.  Cong.  €h.,  by  Rev. 

H.R.  Hooker,  140  00 

Hampshire  Miss.  Soc,  by  El.  Williams, 

Trea.,  250  00 

CONNECTICUT— 
Hartford,    in   part  of  legacy  of  the 

late  Norman  Smith,  by  P.  Parsons, 

Executor,  500  00 

Madison.  David  Crittenden,  5  00 

New  Haven,  Eabt  Dist,  North  Haven 

coll., 54  25;  individuals,  4  75;  H.E. 

Hodges,  10,  <9  00 

Sharon,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  D.  Oeuld,  viz-: 

D.Gould,  15;  B.  H.Gould,  :i0;  L.  C. 

Merchant, ;<;  Lnura Peck, 035;  Mrs. 

Pardee,  0  ;»;  Cash,  5;  Mrs.  Smith, 

0S5;  R.  Smith,  2;  Elizabeth Suiitb, 

1;  Maria  Fradenburgh,  0  25;  Rev. 

G.  L.  Brow  nell,  I ;  S.  A.  Eiliott,  0  50  { 

R.  Boland,   1;  P.  Abels,  0  50;  C. 

Sears,  2;  Smith  Slater,  I  i  Mrs^RutU 

Cole,  0  25;  C.  F.  SeUgewick,  1 ;  B. 

Sears,  2;  Cynthian  Sears,  0  50;  A. 

Boland,  2;  Laura  Gernon,  1 ;  M.  Lo- 

vellfO  50 ;  Mrs.  S.  Chapman  and  sous, 

]  50;  John  Sears,  3;  Col.  King,  1; 

P.  Hunt,  0  12;  Mrs.  A.  Belaud,  0  50  ; 

Eliza  Taylor,  0  25;  Mrs.  Raid,  1; 

S.  Bufihuell,  0  50;  A.  C.  Beecher, 

t)  13;  C.  Lake,  0  50;  Hannah  Good- 

win,  0  50;  Mr».  Goodwin,  0  50 ;  Mrs. 

Weed,  0  25;    Eliza  Serkin,  0  25; 

Bettey Pratt,  0  50;  Mr«.Pardee,  0  50 ; 

W-.  M.  SmHh,  5.  85  25 

Stoniuytou,  Aux.  H.  M.  S.,  Miss  L.  A. 

Sheffield,  Tr.  92  00 

NEW-YORK- 
Catskill,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Porter,  1«  00 

Colcheiiter,  a  Friend  to  the  Redeemer ; 

of  which,  30  is  to  const.  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Chapman  a  L.  M.,  50  00 
Cutchogue,  Bfinev.  Soc,  by  B.  Case,  10  00 
Fallsburieh,  Austin  Stroog.L.  D.,  in  pait,    20  00 
Jamaica,  Pr  esb.Ch.,M  on.  cun.  coll.,  9  35; 

J.  Rider,  2.  1135 

New-York  city,  viz: 

BUeeker  SL  Ok.^  Mon.con.  coll.,  by  M. 

Wilbur,  7  07:  Coll,  65,  72  07 

HouBUm  St.  CA.,  Coll.,  24  40 

Troy,  Ist  Pre^b.  Ch.,  J.  Raymond,  Tr.,       46  60 
NEW-JERSEY— 

Sparta.  Presb.  Ch.,  per  Rev.  W.  Torrey,      14  00 
PENNSYLVANIA- 
Philadelphia,  H.  M.  S.,  by  Rev.  E.  R. 

Fairchild,  195  00 

TENNESSEE— 
New  Salem  and  Oak  Grove,  by  Rev.  J.  D. 

Wilson,  20  00 

OHIO— 
New  Madison  and  Washington,  by  Rer. 

B.  O.  Springer,  10  00 

INDIANA— 

Bethany  and  Spencer,  by  Rev.  W.  C. 
0      Rankin,  5^ 

MarUnsville,  by  do.,  1  87 

Pleasant  Grove,  by  dOn  135 

Friend,  by  do.,  <5 

ILLINOIS—  _  ^ 

By  Rev.  A.  Hale,  50  M 


MICHIGAN— 

Ypsilanti,  in  part  of  coll.,  by  Rev.  I.  M. 
Wead,  €25 

IOWA  TERRITORY— 

Springville,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin,  24  63 


$2688  85 
J.  CORNING,  Treasurtr. 

Receipts  of  the  Central  Agency  at  UticA,  IT.  T., 
from  October  2id  to  Decewtber  30tA,4840.  /R<«. 
J.  Oranet  Secretary. 

Bainbridge,  by  G.  D.  Phillips,  5  00 

Burrville,  by  Rev.  T.  Bellamy,  6  50 

Chazy,  3  62 
Clinton,  to  const, Rev.  Wayne  Gridly  a 

L.  D.,  100  00 

Cooperstown,  baL,  6  50 

Copenhagen,  by  Rev.  T.  Bellamy,  6  50 

E.ton  Village,  bal.,  6  00 
Fulton,  to  const.  Rev.  Wm.  Fuller  a  L. 

Mm  ^  50 

Gilbertsvi]Ie,in  part,  28  24 

Hannibal,  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Condit,  17  43 

Lenox,  6  00 

New  Hartford,  45  86 

Owego,  FirbtCh.,  41  56 

Peterboro,  29  00 

Sangerield,  4  25 
Springfield,  to  const.  Rev.  Samuel  Mose- 

ly  a  L.  M.,  30  00 
Utica,  ^ir«<  Pretk,  Oh.,  Mrs.  Joseph  Kirt- 

land,  10  00 

Firet  Cong.  Ch.,    '  55  00 

Volney,  7  17 

Waterville,  25  35 

$476  48 

The  Nev-Hawtpahire  Mun»nary  Society  acknom- 
ledges  the  receipt  of  the  foUowmf  sums,  fori  'A' 
quarter  ending  Jan.  1, 1841.    Rew,  B.  P.  Stone, 
Secretary. 
Candia,  Gent.  Assoc.,  12  21;  Elizabeth 

L.  Brown,  0  37,  12  53 

Ne w- Market,  Mrs.  OA-land,  I  00 

Loudunderry,  Presb.  Soc.,  18  57 

Claremout,  Cong.  Soc,  22  68;  Samuel 

Stevens,  5,  27  68 

Woht  Platnfield,  Mrs.  Wm.  Hutchinson,      5  00 
Langdon,  Mon.con.  coll.,  7  00 

East  Boscowen,  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Webster,     5  00 
Walton,  Cong.  Soc,  2  50 

Milford,  Cong.  Soc  ,  29  10 

Chester,  John  Folsom,5;  Dorothy  J.  Fol- 

som,5,  10  00 

Epsom,  Cotig.  Soc.  10  00 

Henniker,  Cong.  Soc.  44  75;  Abel  Con- 
nor, 10 ;  Mrs.  Lucy  P.  Cogswell,  5,  59  75 
Francestowu,  Cong.  Soc.,  29  80 ;  Emily 

Darwin,  3;  Emily  Kingsbury,  5,  37  80 

Henniker,  George  Kingsbury,  5;  Moses 

Fisher,  3,  8  00 

Plymouth,  Cong. Soc.,  7  67 ;  J.Joy,  1 ;  J. 
M.  Rogers,  50 ;  John  Rogers,  jr.,  1 ; 
Wm.  W.  Russell,  25 ;  84  67 

Meriden  Village,  Concr.  Soc,  7  37;  Enoch 
Merrill,  2;  Linus  S.  Richards,5 ;  Mrs. 
Ruth  F.  Damon,  5 ;  Deac  Wm.  Shat- 
tuck,  2;  S.  P.  Duucan,5;  Mrs.  Catha- 
rine Farnum,  0  50,  26  87 
Lyndeborough,  Cong.  Soc,  16  89 
Lyme,  Cong.  Soc,                                        30  95 
Warner,  Cong.  Soc,  8  00 
Whitefield  Cong.  Soc  2  27 
Cent  lustitution,                                        132  95 
CUremont,  G.  N.  Farwal,                           2  00 
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THE   FAMILY  PRAYER   MEETING. 
[Furnished  by  a  Clergyman.] 

The  year  1831  was  distinguished 
throughout  the  country  for  numerous 
and  powerful  revivals  of  religion. 
Many  scenes  then  transpired  of  deep 
and  thrilling  interest — scenes  which, 
at  once,  evinced  the  hand  of  a  won- 
der-working God;  and  which  gave  a 
totally  new  aspect  to  many  a  family. 
Of  this  character  is  the  following. 

About  the  middle,  of  the  spring, 
there  were  indications  that  God  was 
about  to  pour  out  his  Spirit  and  revive 


his  work  in  • 


,  Mass.    What  was 


then  hoped  for, and  somewhat  expect 
ed,  became  in  May,  a  matter  of  fact. 
"  God  was  with  us  of  a  truth."  The 
first  case  of  deep  conviction,  and,  it 
is  believed,  of  hopeful  conversion, 
was  that  of  the  oldest  son,  in  a  family 
consisting  of  a  father,  three  sons  and 
their  wives,  a  daughter  and  her  hus- 
band, and  an  unmarried  daughter, 
all  residing  in  the  same  parish — the 
oldest,  with  the  father.  The  sons' 
wives,  the  daughter's  husband,  and 
the  single  daughter,  were  members 
of  the  church.  These  all  appeared 
to  feel  deeply  for  their  companions 
and  friends,  who,  as  yet,  were  with- 
out **  hope  and  without  God  in  the 
world."  The  pastor  often  beheld 
their  intense  anxiety.  They  knew 
where  to  apply  for  help  in  such  an 
emergency.  The  throne  of  grace 
was  their  resort.  They  prayed  often, 
and  fervently  ;  taking  fast  hold  of  the 
promises— "  Ask,  and  ye  shall  re- 
ceive. Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in 
my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the 
Father  may  be  glorified  in  the  Son." 
Nor  was  their  expectation  of  a 


blessing  long  deferred.  Soon  were 
the  sons  and  the  daughter  rejoicing 
in  "  hope  of  the  glory  of  God."  We 
do  not  know  the  heart,  but  they  all 
appeared  to  be  truly  "  born  of  the 
Spirit." 

The  father,  about  74  or  75  years  of 
age,  alone  remained  in  "  the  gall  of 
bitterness  and  in  the  bond  of  in- 
iquity." For  some  time  had  the  Holy 
Spirit  been  knocking  at  the  dour  of 
his  heart.  He  was  anxious ;  but 
refused  submission  to  Christ.  At 
length,  it  became  manifest  that  Satan 
had  laid  a  snare  for  his  feet.  He  was 
beginning  to  indulge  a  worldly 
spirits  So  much  time  was  spent  in 
meetings,  their  crops  would  suffer. 
"  Wc  shall  have  very  little  com  this 
year?^  The  children  were  all 
alarmed.  They  felt  that  their  father 
was  grieving  the  Holy  Spirit;  and 
that  if  this  precious  season  went  by, 
and  he  was  not  brought  into  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  his  case  would  be 
well  nieh  hopeless.  In  all  probability 
his  soul  would  be  lost. 

In  the  interim  of  worship  on  the 
following  Sabbiath,  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  by  all  the  children,  to 
spend  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day 
at  the  paternal  dwelling  in  prayer  for 
the  conversion  of  the  father.  They 
stated  to  him  their  purpose,  and 
added,  if  rightly  recollected,  "  we 
shall  not  leave  you  till  you  give  your 
heart  to  Christ,  or  we  have  evidence 
that  God  has  given  you  up,  and  will 
not  hear  our  prayers."  Their  agree- 
ment was  punctually  fulfilled. 

About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon 
the  pastor  called  upon  the  family, 
and  witnessed  a  spectacle  which  gave 
him  sensations  not  to  be  described. 
The  old  man,  with  a  heavy,  dowiv- 
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cast  countenance,  occupied  nearly  a 
central  position  in  the  room,  the  chil- 
dren in  a  circle  around  him.  With  one 
exception  ail  had  offered  prayer.  The 
pastor  prayed  with  them,  his  chief, 
petitions  being  for  the  object  of  their 
deep  solicitude,  and  after  a  few  ap- 
propriate remarks,  commending  them 
to  the  care  of  the  '*  good  shepherd" 
departed.  Again  they  prayed,  and 
again— till,  in  the  evening,  the  father 
professed  to  surrender  himself  into 
the  hand  of  the  Saviour  to  be  dis- 
posed of  for  purposes  of  his  own 
glory.  O  what  a  note  of  thanksgiv- 
ing then  ascended  to  high  heaven, 
from  the  family  for  this  undeserved 
blessing?  What  a  note  of  praise 
was  sung  by  the  angels  of  God  ? 

After  a  suitable  term  of  probation, 
the  father  with  the  other  young  con- 
verts in  his  family,  entered  into  the 
comraunionof  the  church.  Forseve- 
ral  years  he  adorned  the  doctrine  of 
God  his  Saviour,  who  had  plucked 
him  as  a  brand  from  the  burning  at 
the  eleventh  hour,  and  then  was  dis- 
missed from  this  vale  of  tears,  and 
joined,  it  is  confidently  believed,  the 
church  triumphant,  there  to  praise 
his  Redeemer  in  purer  and  nobler 
strains  forever  and  ever. 


"  GRIEVE  NOT  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  OP  GOD." 

Some  15  years  since,  the  following 
narrative  was  given  me,  by  the  indi- 
vidual of  whom  it  speaks  : 

**  When  I  was  young,  I  attended 
meeting  where  Calvinism  was 
preacl\ed.  I  was  taught  to  believe  in 
total  depravity,  regeneration  by 
God's  Spirit,  and  eternal  punish-, 
ment,  and  supposed  these  things 
were  so.  At  the  age  of  16  I  was 
brought  under  distress  of  mind.  This 
continued  for  a  whole  year.  I  attend- 
ed meeting  every  Sabbath,  conversed  \ 
with  ministers  and  Christians,  read 
the  Bible,  and  prayed,  but  found  no 
relief.  .  After  all  I  heard,  and  read,  and 
did,  I  found  myself  no  better  off  j  and 
I  became  satisfied,  that  if  there  was 
no  way  of  obtaining  heaven  but  what 
ministers  preached,  I  could  never  be 
saved.  I  began  to  study  the  Bible  for 
myself.    I  discovered  a  way  which  I 


had  never  heard  of,  and  which  I  be- 
lieved, and- now  believe." 

[The  way  which  he  found  out, 
(not,  however,  from  the  Bible,)  was 
this — The  soul  is  a  part  of  God,  and 
therefore  cannot  sin,  and  at  death  re-  . 
turns  to  God, — the  body  dies  and  ri- 
ses not-agaiu.  From  these  premises 
he  draws  the  conclusion  that  conduct 
in  this  life  affects  not  the  destiny  of 
the  soul  hereafter.  There  is  to  be 
no  day  of  judgment,  and  no  future 
misery.] 

"  My  distress  left  me.  I  have  had 
no  serious  or  anxfous  thoughts  since. 
I  have  had  no  trouble  of  mind,  and 
don't  believe  I  ever  shall." 

His  subsequent  life  has  evinced 
that  he  was  abandoned  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Always  somewhat  immoral, 
he  has  waxed  worse  and  worse.  So 
morose  and  arbitrary  has  he  long 
since  become,  that  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren were  forced  to  leave  him;  and 
now,  an  old  man,  he  dwells  alone  in 
his  habitation,  bearing  within  and 
without  decisive  marks  of  the  curse 
of  God — the  butt  of  ridicule  for  in- 
considerate youth,  and  the  scorn  and 
derision  of  all  about  him.  What  a 
practical  comment  upon  the  text, 
"  Grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God." 
What  a  warning  to  the  young  not  to 
refuse  subjection  to  Christ  in  early 
life  !  Youthful  readers,  beware  how 
you  slight  the  overtures  of  mercy, 
how  you  neglect  your  soul's  salva- 
tion. You  may  be  left  of  God  to  be- 
lieve a  lie,  that  you  may  be  damned. 
Be  admonished.    Fly  to  the  Saviour. 


THE    INFLUENCE    OF    DEATH   UPON   SUR- 
VIVING FRIENDS. 

[Furnished  by  a  Clergyman.} 

I  am  several  years  the  junior  of  the 
brother  who  has  given  in  the  Decem- 
ber No.  of  the  Pastor's  Journal,  his 
observation  of"the  influence  of  death 
upon  surviving  friends;"  but  so  far 
as  my  experience  goes,  it  fully  ac- 
cords with  his.    I  was  pastor  of  the 

church  hi ,  for  10  years.    I  then 

thought  that  the  providences  of  God 
toward  that  people,  were  peculiarly 
striking  and  solemn.    I  think  so  still 
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fwice,  our  meeting  at  one  of  the 
places  where  "  ptayer  was  wont  to 
be  made"  was  interrupted  by  the 
intelligence  in  the  first  instance,  that 
a  young  lady  had  fallen  into  the 
river ;  and  in  the  other,  that  a  man 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  school  house, 
had  fallen  Into  the  Well.  Both  were 
drowned,  and  the  providence,  in  the 
first  case  especially,  produced  a  very 
deep  sensation  throughout  the  com- 
munity. In  one  family  three  chil- 
dren died  in  the  space  of  as  many 
years,  of  consumption.  The  first  was 
the  first-born  of  his  mother,  now  a 
widow.  He  had  been  residing  for 
some  time  at  a  distance  from  home, 
and  returned  just  to  die.  He  lived 
but  three  weeks  after  his  return  ;  his 
death  was  sudden,  and  deeply  afflic- 
tive. The  second  was  a  very  lovely 
daughter.  The  last  time  1  saw  her 
(for  I  was  myself  confined  during  her 
sickness  and  was  not  able  to  see  her,) 
I  had  i  very  interesting  conversation 
with  her  respecting  "  the  things 
which  belonged  to  her  peace."  That 
conversation,  now  that  she  is  gone, 
it  affords  me  a  melancholy  pleasure 
to  recall.  Perhaps  it  had  some  influ- 
ence to  produce  that  state  of  mind 
which  she  manifested  during  her 
sickness,  and  which  was  the  source 
of  so  much  consolation  to  her  chris- 
tian friends.  The  'second  son,  like 
the  first,  had  resided  abroad,  and  like 
his  elder  brother,  he  lived  but  just 
three  weeks  after  he  reached  his 
mothers  roof.  The  family  had  now 
removed  to  a  neighboring  town,  but 
his  remains  were  brought  for  inter- 
ment in  the  old  church-yard  of  his 
native  place.  This  was  the  last 
funeral  which  I  attended  while  the 
pastor  of  that  beloved  people,  and 
often  do  my  thoughts  recur  to  the 
congregation  of  the  dead  and  to  the 
scenes  of  grief  in  which  I  tenderly 
sympathized,  as  we  committed  one 
after  another  to  the  grave,  there  td 
sleep  till  the  earth  shall  give  up  its 
dead.  The  deaths  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  others  not  less  afflictive, 
made,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  deep  an 
impression  on  surviving  friends  as 
such  events  usually  do.  But  it  may 
be  profitable  for  the  readers  of  the 
Pastor's  Journal  to  inquire  with  'me, 


why  such  events  so  solemn,  stamp- 
ing such  vanity  on  earth,  and  bring- 
ing eternity  so  near,  do  not  make  a 
more  distinctly  religious  impression. 
I  apprehend  that  the  capital  reason 
is  to  be  found  in  the  nature  of  that 
grief  which  is  awakened.  It  is  not 
epiritual  but  phygicai.  It  is  inno- 
cent in  itself;  Jesus  wept  at  the  grave 
of  his  friend  Lazarus.  Yet  im  mode- 
rately indulged,  it  becomes  selfish) 
and  is  "  the  sorrow  of  the  world  which 
worketh  death."  How  often  is  every 
pastor  called  to  notice  the  tendency 
of  this  absorbing,  monopolizing  con- 
stitutional emotion  to  divert  the  mind 
from  the  soul's  salvation.  Attempt  to 
address  religious  conversation  to  the 
subjects  of  such  sorrow,  and  you  pour 
your  words  on  •'  the  desert  air."  Put 
tothemquestionsappertainingtotheir 
spiritual  condition  which  the  lessons 
from  eternity  are  suggesting,  and 
they  make  some  faint  reply,  but  im- 
mediately become  mute,  or  eloquent 
with  selfish  grief.  In  short,  while 
you  are  talking  about  God  and  eter- 
nity, they  are  thinking  of  their  own 
desolateness.  While  you  are  illus- 
trating the  design  of  afflictions ;  with 
the  first  allusion  to  the  overwhelming 
theme,  their  thoughts  are  all  driven 
inward,  or  transported  to  the  tomb 
which  encloses  all  that  made  life 
dear.  It  is  owing  to  the  same  gene^ 
ral  reason,  that  conversions  so  seldom 
stand  connected  with  funeral  solem- 
nities. I  have  preached  at  many 
funerals — have  seen  much  emotion--^ 
many  tears  shed — but  I  do  not  know 
that  in  a  single  instance  have  I  heard 
conviction  dated  from  a  funeral  ser- 
mon. The  emotion  which  is  exhibi- 
ted on  these  occasions  is,  to  a  great 
extent,  mere  animal  feeling;  and  i^ 
it  be  substituted  for  religion,  (and  I 
have  often  thought  that  it  is,  for 
many  seem  to  make  their  religion 
consist  in  attending  funerals,)  it  is 
the  sorrow  of  the  world  which 
worketh  death. 

The  practical  lesson  of  these  facts 
is,  the  importance  of  improving  pre- 
sent opportunities,  and  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  rather  than  trusting 
to  do  at  any  future  time,  and  under 
the  excitement  of  afflictioa,  the  work 
which  God  requires  us  to  do  now* 
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"  God  not!)  commandeth  oilmen^  every 
'Where  to  repent.^' 


80RR0W8  OF  A  BACKSLIDER. 

[From  a  MiMioDwy.] 

Mrs.  R.  was  a  member  of  a  Con- 
gregational church  in  Connecticut, 
and  cameto  the  West  with  her  hus- 
band, who  is  a  Universalist,  seven 
years  ago.    There  were  no  religious 

Srivileges  near  them  then,  and  Mrs. 
\,  determined,  in  an  evil  hour,  that 
she  would  not  be  known  as  a  Chris- 
tian. The  world  was  so  watchful, 
and  so  apt  to  find  fault  with  profes- 
sors, that  she  would  try  to  be  a 
secret  Christian^  and  thus  secure  the 
benefits  of  religion,  while  she  avoided 
the  carping  of  the  world.  As  may 
well  be  imagined,  she  did  not  long 
enjoy  religion.  She  gradually  sank 
down,  and  neglecting  all  the  public 
duties  of  religion,  her  closet,  from 
being  at  first  less  interesting,  was 
soon  entirely  neglected  ;  and  she  suc- 
ceeded in  her  purpose  of  concealing 
the  fact  that  she  had  been  a  professor. 
She  lived  in  this  way  nearly  six 
years.  But  now  the  scene  is  changed. 
She  has  been  for  about  a  year,  in 
the  deep  waters  of  affliction.  As  she 
lived  nearly  five  miles  from  me,  and 
in  a  remote  part  of  the  congregation, 
I  did  not  soon  find  her  out.  When 
I  heard  of  her  case,  I  lost  no  time  in 
visiting  her.  I  found  her  perfectly 
overwhelmed  with  grief.  **  All  the 
waves  and  billows  went  over  her." 
She  literally  went  mourning  all  the 
day  long,  and  watered  her  conch  with 
tears.  I  endeavored  to  point  her  to 
the  Saviour,  but  she  had  so  long 
abused  him,  and  so  long  been 
ashamed  of  him,  that  she  was  almost 
in  despair.  Twice  I  called,  and  left 
her  as  sad  as  I  found  her.  The  last 
time  1  saw  her^  I  urged  her  to  con- 
nect herself  with  the  church  again, 
and  she  then  thought  she  would  send 
her  confession  back  to  Connecticut, 
and  get  a  letter  from  the  church  to 
which  she  then  belonged.  While 
talking  about  it,  she  again  burst  into 
tears,  and  said,  "  Oh,  my  children ! 


I  have  so  long  neglected  them,  and 
set  such  an  example  before  them.  It 
is  scarcely  possible  that  I  can  be  for- 
given !  Wny  could  not  some  Chris- 
tian have  searched  me  out,  and 
labored  with  me,  and  shown  me  my 
error  before,  that  I  might  not  have 
wandered  so  long  and  so  far."  I 
could  scarcely  refrain  from  weeping, 
as  the  poor  broken-hearted  creature 
cried  and  reproached  herself,  and  ex- 
pressed her  earnest  desire,  if  it  were 
possible,  to  be  again  restored  to  the 
favor  ot  God,  and  the  light  of  his 
countenance.  But  she  had  made  so 
many  promises  that  she  feared  to 
make  any  more  lest  she  should  dis- 
honor the  cause.  I  could  only  direct 
her  to  the  ''  Man  who  shall  be  a 
hiding-place  from  the  wind,  and  a 
coven  from  the  tempest"  of  the  ad- 
versary, and  endeavor  to  show  her 
that  her  strength  was  in  him  who 
had  said,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor 
forsake  thee."  But  noth withstand- 
ing all,  I  left  her  apparently  in  much 
the  same  state  of  mind  as  before. 
We  see  here, 

1.  Another  instance  of  the  alarm- 
ing defection  of  professors  of  reli- 
gion on  coming  into  a  new  country. 

2.  The  bitterness  which  backsli- 
ders in  heart  are  preparing  for  them- 
selves. If  they  ever  come  back,  it 
will  be  by  drinking  to  its  very  dregs 
the  cup  of  suffering. 

3.  An  argument  of  almost  infinite 
cogency  to  persuade  Christians  to 
take  heed  to  their  closets.  Mrs.  R.'s 
defection  began  there,  as  does  all 
other  blacksliding. 

4.  Secret  Christianity  is  an  absur- 
dity. 

"Ashamed  of  Jesus  t    Just  as  soon 
Let  midnight  be  ashamed  of  noon." 

6.  The  danger  of  yielding  to  temp- 
tation ''^just  a  littler  Satan  gradu- 
ally  persuaded  Mrs.  R.  that  she  could 
fie  a  very  good  Christian  without  let- 
ting it  he  known. 

6.  Christians  who  have  not  piety 
enough  to  endure  the  privations  of  a 
new  country,  and  piety  that  will 
"bear  transportation,"  had  better  stay 
at  the  east.  We  have  thousands 
too  many  in  the  west,  and  the  cause 
of  God  does  not  want  them  here. 
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MINISTERIAL  SUPPORT. 

For  some  years  past,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  deterioration  of  prin- 
ciple and  practice  in  our  country,  in  respect  to  the  support  of  the  ministry. 
While  in  a  few  parishes,  the  provision  for  the  temporal  wants  of  pastors  is 
ample,  the  majority  of  settled  clergymen  are  compelled  to  live  on  an  in- 
come so  restricted,  as  to  interfere  with  their  peace  and  usefulness. 

This  arises  pftVtly,  from  the  fact,  that  the  altered  sentiment  of  the  com- 
mnnity  no  longer  permits  a  minister  to  eke  out  his  living,  by  uniting  some 
secular  employment  with  his  pastoral  labors.  At  the  same  time,  the  de- 
mand upon  ministerial  strength,  by  the  multiplication  of  duties,  leaves  the 
clergyman  of  the  present  day  little  leisure  for  the  care  of  his  worldly 
affairs.  To  live  on  too  small  an  income,  cannot  be  done  without  much 
pains-taking ;  and  for  this  he  has  no  time,  unless  he  break  in  upon  the 
hours  due  to  God  and  the  church. 

But,  probably,  a  more  fruitful  source  of  the  evil  referred  to  is  found  in 
the  reaction  of  the  public  mind,  consequent  on  the  inordinate  pursuit  and 
expectation  of  gain.    When  the  spirit  of  trade  was  most  active,  and  the 
whole  country  was  rife  with  extravagant  projects  and  hopes,  men  were 
more  liberal  in  the  support  of  the  Gospel ;  for  it  cost  them  little,  or  that 
which  they  regarded  as  little,  in  comparison  with  their  expected  gains. 
Besides,  the  maintenance  of  public  worship  in  a  town  was  viewed  as 
enhancing  the  value  of  property,  and  might  thus  promote  the  reigning  pas- 
sion of  the  day.    But  now,  the  spell  is  broken,  and  the  visions  of  golden 
glory  have  fled.    The  minds  of  men  are  filled  with  chagrin  and  mortifica- 
tion.   Distrust  and  close-fisted  selfishness  have  taken  the  place  of  generous 
confidence.    Even  the  claims  of  common  justice  are  met  with  grudging 
tardiness.    In  this  chafed  and  irritable  state  of  mind,  men  are  not  prepared 
to  welcome  the  demand  of  the  Gospel  for  their  generous  support.    Its  claim 
is  moral,  not  legal.    It  comes  not  with  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  threats 
of  suit  and  foreclosure ;  but  appeals  simply  to  the  conscience.    It  presents 
a  plea  calculated  to  move  the  grateful  and  generous  affections  ;  but  those 
affections  are  not  there  to  listen — they  have  been  driven  out,  and  their  place 
filled  by  the  acerbity  of  disappointed  avarice. 
VOL.  zni.  29 
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As  a  consequence  of  these  and  pther  conspiring  causes,  the  income  of 
ministers  is  reduced,  and  is  paid  with  a  degree  of  irregularity,  which 
amounts  to  a  serious  discount  from  the  sum  nominally  given.  Hence,  the 
unusual  number  of  clergymen  driven  from  their  parishes  by  inadequate 
support.  Hence,  too,  the  multitudes  of  them,  that  are  casting  around  their 
anxious  thoughts,  to  see  if  other  congregations,  or  some  different  employ- 
ment not  inconsistent  with  the  clerical  character,  will  not  free  them  from 
impending  debt,  and  give  bread  to  their  families.  There  are  many 
— we  dare  not  say  how  many — unsettled  ministers  who  are  willing  to 
work — anxious  to  work — suffering  in  mind  and  body- because  they  are  out 
of  employ — that  are  in  this  predicament  because  they  were  starved  out  of 
their  places,  and  because  the  destitute  churches,  which  need,  and  could 
afford  to  secure  their  labors,  will  not  pay  enough  to  sustain  a  minister  as  he 
should  be,  and  must  be,  if  he  give  himself  to  bis  master's  work.  The  con- 
duct of  congregations  is  often  very  preposterous.  They  expect  their  minis- 
ter to  be  entirely  above  the  world,  showing  an  elevated  example  of  devo- 
tion to  spiritual  things;  and  yet  they  lay  him  under  an  absolute  necessity 
to  be  anxiously  concerned  about  the  details  of  bis  temporal  affairs— about 
shoes  for  his  children — provender  for  his  cow— grain  for  his  bread,  and  the 
way  to  get  it  to  the  mill  and  back  again.  They  expect  him— and  he  suffers 
in  their  esteem  if  the  expectation  be  not  met — to  keep  up  with  the  litera- 
ture of  the  age— they  deem  it  his  business  to  know  all  that  may  be  gathered 
by  critics,  travellers  and  antiquarians,  which  may  throw  light  on  the  Bible  ; 
and  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  current  theological  controversies;  and 
yet  they  make  no  provision  for  his  library  ;  they  keep  him  so  poor  that  he 
cannot  take  the  requisite  periodicals  and  papers.  They  would  not  have 
their  minister  a  sloven  nor  a  clown ;  but  his  scanty  income  compels  him  to 
wear  the  habiliments  of  poverty,  and  exclude  him  from  the  associations  of 
the  refined.  He  must  be  an  example  of  charity,  without  any  thing  to  be- 
stow; a  pattern  of  hospitality,  without  a  house,  or  furniture,  or  food  more 
than  barely  sufficient  for  his  own  family.  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat, 
when  he  would  "  make  Israel  to  sin,"  degraded  the  priesthood  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people.  The  modern  practice  of  stinting  those  whose  province  it  is 
to  provide  for  the  moral  and  intellectual  wants  of  the  community,  has  the 
same  tendency  ;  and  is  the  more  dangerous,  as  the  process  is  indirect,  and 
therefore  unsuspected. 

It  is  time  there  were  some  general  action  on  this  subject.  Presbyteries, 
Classes,  Associations  and  other  bodies  of  ministers,  and  even  individuals, 
must  get  above  their  sensitiveness,  and  tell  the  people  their  duty,  and  prove 
it  from  the  word  of  God  and  the  reason  of  the  case.  Much  of  the  blame 
of  this  state  of  things  belongs  to  those  who  have  withheld  instruction  on  the 
subject  from  the  community.  It  may  be,  that  our  position  relative  to  un- 
Bupplied  churches  and  unsettled  ministers  unduly  affects  our  feelings;  but 
we  acknowledge  our  apprehensions,  that  the  continuance  of  pastoral  rela- 
tions, the  respectability  and  power  of  the  ministry  to  do  good,  are  in 
danger  from  the  source  to  which  we  have^  adverted.  We  have  now  in 
mind  some  cases  of  secret  suffering,  imparted  to  us  in  confidence,  by 
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clergymen  who  are  agitating  the  subject  of  removal  from  their  present 
relations,  in  the  hope  of  escaping  from  the  thraldom  of  actual  or  appre- 
hended debt,  arising  solely  from  the  diminution  or  irregular  payment  of 
their  salaries.  And  we  have  reason  to  believe^  that  a  free  disclosure  of  facts 
would  reveal  sorrows  on  this  subject,  which  nothing  short  of  the  heroism 
of  faith  could  support,  or  the  meekness  of  piety  conceaL 


THE  PASTOR'S  WIFE. 


He  needs  a  ffood  one.  His  cares, 
labors  and  trials  make  a  demand  fbr 
such  a  blessing,  as  high,  to  say  the 
least,  as  any  other  man's.  And  his 
wife's  great  business,  as  a  wife,  is  to 
take  the  best  possible  care  of  him. 
"  I  will  make  an  helpmeet  for  him." 
That  is  the  record.  "  For  him."  He 
is  an  helpmeet  for  the  parish,  and  his 
wife  for  him. 

Now  in  some  parishes  they  do  not 
seem  to  understand  it  so.  The  pas- 
tor's wife  is  to  take  very  considerable 
care  of  the  parish.  She  is  to  be  a 
kind  of  minister,  and  do  people's  bid- 
ding in  all  directions,  she  must  go 
hither  and  yon  to  exedute  all  sorts  of 
ministrations  that  can,  with  any  de- 
cency, be  called  religious.  She  must 
certainly  visit  that  sick  woman.    She 

mtist  ride  up  to district,  to  see 

about  a  "  sewing  circle, "^  or  over  to 
—  neighborhood  to  take  care  of  a 
prayer  meeting,  or  down  to vil- 
lage to  attend  a  missionary  meeting, 
or  somewhere  else  to  carry  on  a 
Maternal  Association.  She  must  be 
president  of  this  society,  and  chief 
directress  of  that,  and  secretary  of  a 
third,  and  treasurer  of  a  quarter  of  a 
Score  besides.  She  must  attend  all 
annual,  quarterly  and  weekly  meet- 
ings, arising  from  the  existence  of 
tliese  institutions.  Or  else,  *•  Why ! 
where  is  Mrs.  Pastor  !  Is  it  possible 
she  is  not  here?  She  is  the  last 
person  to  be  absent.  This  will  never 
do." 

Thus  Madam  must  be  as  fleet  as  a 
camel,  and  bear  as  great  a  burden. 
She  must  drive  round  the  parish,  in 
all  directions,  and  upon  all  sorts  of 
business,  as  though  there  were  noth- 
ing else  for  her  to  do,  and  especially 
as  though  there  was  nobody  else  in  , 
the  parish  to  do  it 


But  what  becomes  of  the  Pastot 
all  this  while  ?  Let  us  look  again  at 
the  record.  The  wife  was  designed 
as  "an  helpmeet  for  mM."  But  she 
cannot  be  this  in  very  great  efficiency, 
and  help  all  the  females  of  the  parisn 
do  their  duties,  or  rather,  as  the  case 
often  is,  do  their  duties  for  them. 
Her  own  household  is  a  kingdom  of 
itself,  and  there  are  cares  and  duties 
enough,  in  managing  it  well,  to  make 
her  as  busy  a  queen  therein,  as  there 
is  on  any  throne.  But  she  canno< 
guide  her  own  appropriate  affairs 
with  discretion,  make  the  home  of 
her  husband  all  it  ought  to  be  in  neat- 
ness, in  order,  in  foithful  family  go- 
vernment, in  cheerful  and  cordial 
hospitality,  she  cannot  do  all  this 
and  be  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  all 
sorts  of  enterprises  over  the  whole 
parish.  She  has  duties  in  her  do- 
mestic relations,  which  are  her  duties, 
her  appropriate  duties,  duties  that 
stand  on  an  eminence  above  any  and 
all  of  the  calls  of  the  parish.  And 
she  is  faithfully  to  fulfil  them,  what- 
ever may  become  of  other  claims. 

We  know  it  is  very  convenient  to 
make  the  Pastor's  wife  a  general 
agent  for  all  sorts  of  benevolent  and 
religious  enterprises  among  the  fe- 
males of  the  parish.  It  is  very  con- 
venient for  twenty  other  ladies,  that 
ought  to  divide  these  responsibili- 
ties among  themselves,  to  place  the 
whole  upon  her.  They  escape  labor, 
and  care  and  anxiety  thereby.  They 
have  thus  many  an  hour  of  ease, 
while  she  has  as  many  hours  of  care 
in  consequence.  But  we  protest 
against  it.  It  is  unreasonable.  Many 
are  thus  taxed  beyond  all  propriety  ; 
and  being  diffident  or  unwilling  to 
expose  themselves  to  censorious  re. 
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marks,  they  patiently    and  without 
complaint  submit  to  their  burden. 

"  Well,  it  is  what  we  expect  of  a 
Pastor's  wife,  that  she  should  be  at 
the  head  of  every  thing  good  among 
the  females  of  the  parish.  Our  for- 
mer Pastor's  wife  did  every  thing  of 
this  kind  grandly.  It  is  a  pity  the 
present  one  should  not  follow  her 
glorious  example.  She  was  an  offi- 
cer in  all  our  societies.  She  was 
every  where  in  the  parish  doing 
good.  She  often  went  over  West — 
every  week  down  East— up  to  Deacon 
A.'s  to  a  meeting  one  month,  and  to 
Esq.  B.'s  to  a  society  the  next.  IShe 
was  in  a  constant  drive  of  usefulness 
That  is  what  we  like  in  a  Pastor's 
wife." 

Perhaps  the  present  one  has  not 
the  strength  of  an  Amazon,  nor  the 
wings  of 'the  young  eagle,  nor  the 
health  of  her  predecessor.  There- 
fore have  a  little  compassion  upon 
her.  Should  she  have  the  strange 
impression  that  due  care  of*  her  hus> 
band  and  household  demands  the 
best  portion  of  her  strength,  you  can 
relieve  her  on  that  score  by  appoint- 
ing divers  committees,  who  shall  do 
her  domestic  duties^  since  you  wish 
her  to  do  pour  parish  duties.  While 
she  is  on  the  wing  about  the  parish, 
Mrs.  C.  and  E.  and  F.  can  take  care 
of  the  children,  make,  mend,  in- 
struct, «&c.  Misses  G.  and  H.  and 
K.  can  watch  over  the  Pastor's  ap- 
parel, and  repair  any  of  the  desola- 
tions of  lime  or  accident.  Mrs.  L. 
and  M.  and  N.  can  have  an  eye  upon 
the  carnal  occupations  of  washing, 
ironing,  baking  and  the  like,  since 
the  proper  monarch  of  these  matters 
is  no  longer  a  "  keeper  at  home."  If 
said  wife  should  seem  to  need  any 
time  for  mental  or  moral  improve- 
ment, it  would  be  rather  a  crooked 
affair  to  manage  by  a  committee  who 
should  do  it  for  her,  but  about  as 
likely  to  succeed  in  reference  to  her 
satisfaction,  we  think,  as  the  arrange- 
ments above  mentioned.  In  this  way 
you  might  have  the  Pastor's  wife  at 
^our  disposal, unless  she  should  have 
mtelligence,  conscience  and  inde- 
pendence enough  to  put  herself  under 
the  wings  of  the  sacred  record,  and 
declare    '^  that  God    designed   she 


should  be  an  helpmeet  for  her  hus- 
band, and  she  would  be  so  at  all 
hazards." 

**  But  may  we  not  expect  the  Pas- 
tor's wife  should  be  prompt  and  effi- 
cient in  every  good  work  ?  And 
does  not  her  station  in  society  call 
for  eminence  in  usefulness  ?"  Most 
certainly. 

She  maybe  efficient  and  eminently 
useful  without  involving  the  neces- 
sity of  making  her  foremost  in  every 
enterprise,  and  thus  loading  her  with 
cares  and  responsibilities  which  it 
would  help  both  the  piety  and  use- 
fulness of  other  females  to  bear. 
Being  deeply  interested  for  the  wel- 
fare of  Zion,  she  will  be  willing  to 
bear  a  portion  of  the  burdens  neces- 
sary to  advance  the  kingdom  of 
Christ.  She  will  not  shrink  from 
this  or  that  office  of  care  and  trust, 
if  duties  imposed  do  not  interfere 
with  higher  ones  she  owes  in  another 
direction.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  her  position  as  the  wife  of  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  from  its  very 
nature,  places  her  in  very  important 
and  responsible  circumstances.  From 
this  source  she  must  have  anxieties 
and  cares  not  common  to  those  in 
other  stations.  The  usefulness  of  the 
pastor  greatly  depends  upon  that 
peace  and  quietness  of  mind  which 
results  from  well  ordered  domestic 
arrangements.  Abroad  he  must  en- 
counter almost  every  day  something 
to  wound  and  dispir^it  him.  He 
comes  in  contact  with  the  mournful 
things  in  Zion,  and  sad  scenes  of 
guilt  and  danger  out  of  it.  The  ex- 
hausting labors  of  the  study,  too, 
demand  that  repose  which  a  well 
ordered  and  happy  home  alone  can 
furnish.  That  home,  therefore,  ta 
him  should  be  as  "  a  sunny  island  in 
a  stormy  sea."  But  the  wife  is  the 
monarch  there.  If  it  be  not  her  care, 
and  the  great  point  of  her  endeavor 
to  make  that  home  what  it  ought  to 
be,  then  it  will  not  be  a  happy  home. 
If  but  the  feeble  remnant  of  her 
strength  be  expended  within  her  own 
threshhold,  and  in  behalf  of  the  wel- 
fare and  peace  of  its  inmates,  while 
the  chief  of  it  is  expended  abroad, 
then  there  is  a  capital  failure.  The 
Pastor  has  lost  one  of  the  great  enda 
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of  seeking  a  helpmeet.  He  will  be 
shorn  of  a  measure  of  his  strength, 
and  of  course  of  a  measure  of  his 
usefulness.  And  if  through  mis- 
taken views  of  duty,  neglect  and  dis- 
order are  suffered  to  exist  in  the 
domestic  kingdom,  there  will  be  a 
loss  of  that  completeness  and  con- 
sistency of  character  and  that  moral 
loveliness  which  should  distinguish 
the  Pastor's  wife. 

We  will  only  add,  the  chief  duty 
of  the  Pastor's  wife,  next  to  personal 
piety,  is  the  exercise  of  that  exem- 
plary care  of  all  dooiestio  matters  as- 
shall  leave  the  Pastor  unencumbered, 
while  her  household  in  neatness, 
order  and  cleanliness  shall  present  a 
pattern  for  the  parish  to  admire  and 
imitate..    In  the  religious  and  bene- 


volent enterprises  of  the  parish,  let 
her  labors  not  be  necessarily  fore- 
most. Let  her  share  with  her  female 
associates  the  beat  and  burden  of  the 
day. 

To  the  honor  of  many  of  our 
parishes  be  it  spoken,  thftt  the  ladies, 
some  of  them  at  least,  are  merciful 
to  the  Pastor's  wife,  are  tenderly 
alive  to-  her  peculiar  cases  and  trials, 
generously  sharing  her  responsibili- 
ties instead  of  imposing  burdens, 
ever  ready  to  hasten  to  her  aid,  affec- 
tionate and  sympathizing.  May  all 
suck  receive  the  honor  and  reward 
of  tihose  who  are  not  weary  in  well 
doing.  And  to  any  not  like  minded, 
may  these  hints  come  in  such  a  voice 
as  one  useth  when  he  speaketh  very 
kindly  to  his  friend. — Boston  Bee. 


(Rf^xttuvt^tdtntt  ot  tp  m.  19^.  §n,  s. 


WINTER  LIFE  ON  THE  PRAIRIES. 

My  labors  on  the  Sabbath  are  still 
bestowed  upon  ■  and  — ^ — 

— —  Prairies  alternately,  and  I  think 
the  interest  in  the  means  of  grace  is 
increasing.  The  assembly,  though 
soMill,  is  always  attentive  and  solemn. 
I  hold  meetings  in  different  neigh- 
borhoods during  the  week,  and  they 
are  now  well  attended.  In  summer 
and  harvest,  little  can  be  done  in  this 
way. 

Professors  of  religion  are  so  scat- 
tered and  worldly  they  cannot  be 
collected  much  for  prayer.  Most 
families  depend  upon  ox  teams  for 
their  conveyance,  and  it  requires  an 
uncommon  share  of  piety  to  induce 
gentlemen  and  ladies  educated  in 
cities,  and  accustomed  to  the  luxuries 
of  the  east,  to  leave  their  log-cabins 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  ride  several 
miles  to  meeting  in  the  cold,  on  an 
ox  sled.  Still  some  do  it.  Our  as- 
semblies however  would  be  much 
liffger  if  all  had  horses.  The  inhabit- 
ants are  generally  young,  and  there 
ate  many  young  mothers,  who  can- 
not leave  their  little  ones,  nor  take 

29* 


them  to  meeting;  hence  they  must 
stay  at  home,  and  their  husbands 
often  remain  with  them  to  keep  up  a 
fire,  (which  is  no  small  task  in  a  cold 
day,)  and  cheer  them  in  their  lonely 
retreat. 

Not  a  few  are  kept  from  meeting 
because  their  clothes  are  badly  worn, 
and  they  are  not  able  to  procure  bet- 
ter. Whether  their  excuse  be  good 
or  not,  it  serves  their  turn  for  the 
present.  The  taxes  are  very  high, 
a4)d  many  must  struggle  hard  to  pay 
them,  many  men  who  hired  ^200  at 
37h  per  cent,  to  purchase  land,  must 
pay  $atax.  Not  a  few  are  unable  to 
procure  suitable  clothing  for  the 
winter.  The  reason  is,  produce  is 
low,  and  store  goods  are  high,  and 
there  is  almost  no  money  in  circula- 
tion. Trade  consists  chiefly  in  ex- 
change of  commodities.  I  asked  a 
shoemaker  how  much  wheat  he 
would  take  for  a  pair  of  thick  boots? 
He  said  he  could  not  receive  it  in 
payment.  He  had  too  much  already. 
He  considered  wheat  worth  28.  6d. 
per  bushel.  It  would  take  a  load. 
His  boots  were  $4  per  pair.  When 
the  farmer  thrashes  his  wheat,  aud 
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carries  it  forty  miles  to  market,  he 
gets  50  cents  in  trade,  and  by  strict 
economy,  he  can  bring  back  a  few 
necessaries  to  his  family. 

But  while  the  people  are  straight- 
ened beyond  what  can  well  be  ima- 
gined, they  must  build  school-houses, 
roads,  &c.  And  although  they  seem 
to  be  growing  poorer,  yet  they  have 
an  abundance  of  coro^  wheat,  and 
pork,  their  farms  are  being  improved 
and  their  flocks  are  increasing. 
There  must  however  be  a  great 
change  in  the  times,  or  the  people 
will  noi  soon  be  able  to  contribute 
largely  for  the  support  of  the  "Gospel. 
Ail  appear  ready  to  pay  their  sub- 
scriptions ;  some  say  if  they  can  buy 
any  thing  with  produce,  they  con- 
sider it  clear  gain. 

We  are  better  supplied  with  the 
means  of  grace  in  this  region  than 
new  settlements  usually  are,  yet  not 
one  fourth  of  the  inhabitants  in  this 
section  could  get  to  meeting  on  the 
Sabbath  if  they  would,  and  not  one 
fourth  of  those  who  might  attend, 
can  be  induced  to  come.  Professors 
of  different  denominations  join  cheer- 
fully in  divine  worship,  and  assist 
in  supporting  the  Gospel.  But  there 
are  many  cunning,  bold,  and  bitter 
infidels,  who  exert  a  woful  influ- 
ence. Some  of  them  however  are 
losing  ground. 

The  temperance  cause  is  gaining 
ground  among  us.  Societies  are 
being  formed  in  different  neighbor- 
hoods. A  good  lecturer  would  be 
well  received,  and  effect  great  good. 

We  have  much  to  discourage,  and 
much  to  cheer  us  in  thia  moral  ws^ste. 
Our  trust  is  in  God.  We  greatly 
need  a  blessing  from  on  high.  We 
need  more  laborers  and  more  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord.  Brethren,  pray 
for  us. 


ILUNOIS. 

From  Rev.  G.  C.  Wood.  Winchester, 
111. 

REFRSSBING  SEASON. 

At  the  time  when  my  report  should 
have  been  made,  I  was  at  Whitehall, 
engaged  at^a  sacramental  meeting. 


The  weather  was  exceedingly  cold, 
and  consequently  our  congregations 
were  not  very  large,  yet  I  trust  we 
had  a  profitable  meeting.  Christians 
seemed  revived,  and  the  little  church 
there  had  an  accession  of  sixteen 
members,  about  one  half  of  whom 
were  received  on  examination.  On 
my  return  home  by  a  previous  en- 
gagement, I  united  with  the  Baptist 
brethren  here  in  a  protracted  meet- 
ing, and  my  time  has  since  been 
entirely  occupied  in  preaching,  visit- 
ing)  and  attending  our  various  meet- 
ings. I  rejoice  to  say,  that  our  fee- 
ble efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
success.  Yes,  God  is  in  the  midst 
of  this  people,  and  already  have  we 
witnessed  rich  displays  of  his  grace. 
Our  meetings  are  full^  and  solemn 
on  account  of  the  divine  presence. 
Some  stout  hearts  that  have  long 
resisted  the  influences  of  the  blessed 
Spirit  arc  beginning  to  relent.  Yes- 
terday there  were  present  at  our 
inquirers'  meeting,  twenty-six,  and 
among  these  some  who  for  years 
have  been  the  most  hardened  and 
hopeless  sinners  in  this  commimity. 
Some  of  these  were  clothed  in  their 
right  mind,  and  sitting  at  the  feet 
of  the  precious  Saviour.  Of  the 
number  who  met  with  us  yesterday, 
about  twenty  are  rejoicing  in  hope. 
I  hope,  my  brother,  that  this  glorious 
work  is  but  just  begun. 


From  Rev.  A.  Gaston^  Lee  Co,^  Ilk 

During  the  last  quarter,  I  have 
prosecuted  my  labors  as  usual,  i 
have  endeavored  to  give  prominence 
to  the  distinguishing  traits  of  chris- 
tian character,  and  to  furnish  tests 
by  which  that  character  may  be 
known.    The  result  has  been  good. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  temper- 
ance campaign  which  has  awakened 
much  interest.  What  the  result  will 
be,  time  must  tell.  The  multitude 
oppose— not  so  much  openly,  as 
secretly  and  practically. 

At  Rock  River  rapids^  although 
there  are  several  denommations  to 
be  harmonized,  the  moral  materials 
are  becoming  more  homogeneous. 
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Since  the  sickness  abated,  our  con- 
gregation has  been  steadily  on  the 
increase.  Prej udices  are  giving  way, 
and  a  feeling  is  growing,  that  con- 
cessions must  be  made,  it  a  church 
is  to  be  organized  and  sustained. 
The  Rock  River  Association  have 
appointed  a  committee  to  assist  in 
the  formation  of  a  church  here, 
whenever  the  way  shall  be  prepared, 
which  will  probably  be  soon. 


INDIANA. 

OCCASIONS  OP  THANKFULNESS. 

Another  year  of  my  labors  among 
this  people,  as  y^ur  missionary,  is 
now  about  closing;  and  with  this 
last  communication  for  the  year,  I 
desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Society  you  represent,  for  the  timely 
aid  I  have  received  the  year  past,  by 
which  I  have  been  sustained  and  en- 
abled to  prosecute  my  labors  in  the  field 
assigned  me ;  and  to  God  for  the  in- 
numerable blessings  of  his  provi- 
dence and  grace.  My  family  and 
myself  have  enjoyed  almost  uninter- 
rupted health  the  past  year.  I  have 
not  been  laid  aside  even  a  single  day 
from  my  labors,  in  consequence  of 
illness ;  and  there  has  been  less  sick- 
ness the  summer  past,  in  this  county, 
than  usual. 

I  have  reason  to  bless  God  like- 
wise for  the  continued  union  and 
harmony  that  exist  among  this  little 
band  of  Christians.  They  appear  as 
warmly  attached  to  me  as  their  pas- 
tor, and  as  ready  to  do  what  they  can 
to  sustain  the  Gospel  here,  a»  ever. 
But  they  are  far  less  able  to  do  this 
now,  than  they  were  two  or  three 
years  ago« 

TRIALS. 

The  past,  has  been  an  eventful 
year  to  this  little  church.  Various 
things  have  conspired  to  weaken  our 
hands,  and  discourage  our  hearts. 

From  the  time  I  first  commenced 
my  labors  among  this  people,  we  have 
had  to  contend  with  a  great  deal  of 
prejudice  and.  opposition  from  the 
world,  particularly  from  infidelity. 


As  this  prejudice  and  opposition 
from  the  world  has  gradually  sub- 
sided, opposition  from  another  quar- 
ter has  increased,  viz.:  from  other 
christian  denominations.  During  the 
past  year  the  Campbellites  have  made 
strenuous  efforts  to  gain  a  firmer 
foothold  in  this  community.  They 
have  boldly  preached  their  peculiar 
doctrines,  which,  while  they  please 
the  carnal  heart,  are  at  war  with 
evangelical  truth. 

CAMPBELLITB  SENTIMENTS. 

They  assert  that  the  doctrine 
taught  by  Presbyterians,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  operates  upon  the 
hearts  of  sinners  in  conversion,  is 
absurd  and  ridiculous— that  there  is 
no  "  Spirit"  except  that  which  is  in- 
the  word — that  religion  is  a  thing  to 
be  learnt  just  as  we  learn  any  thing 
else— as  we  learn  arithmetic,  or 
geography,  or  surveying— all  that  the 
Bible  requires  of  the  sinner  in  order 
to  salvation,  is  to  believe  and  be  bap- 
tized, (by  immersion)— and  that  this 
belief  or  faith  is  not  such  a  difficult, 
mysterious,  unaccountable  thing  a? 
represented  by  Presbyterians— that 
it  is  nothing  more  than  the  assent  of 
the  understanding  or  intellect  to  the 
truth  taught  in  the  Bible,  that  Jesus 
Christ  h  the  Saviour  of  the  woild. 
Other  doctrines  of  a  similar  character 
they  hold  and  teach— baptism  by 
immersion  is  the  principle  thing  witii 
them. 

PROSELyTINO. 

Another  thing  which  has  operated 
very  much  against  the  Presbyterian 
cause  here,  is  the  policy  pursued  by  our 

brethren.    They  open  the  doors 

of  their  church  to  all,  and  teach  the 
doctrine  that  sinners  are  not  to  ex- 
pect to  be  converted  unless  they  join 
the  church— that  the  church  is  a 
means  of  grace,  and  the  place  above 
all  others  "  to  get  religion,''  and  no 
church  opens  her  bosom  to  receive 
them  but  theirs— that  they  do  not 
even  require,  or  deem  it  essential  that 
those  who  join  the  church,  should 
have  any  seriousness  on  the  subject 
of  religion.     And  such  have  been 
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their  strenuous  efforts  to  get  indivi- 
duals to  join  that  church,  that  it  has 
become  rather  popular  to  join  them. 
Some  two  or  three  hundred  in  this 
county,  within  a  few  months,  have 
united  with  that  church,  and  I  do  not 
know  of  a  single  individual  who  pro- 
fesses to  have  met  with  a  change  of 
heart. 

AID  SOUGHT. 

This  church  would  feel  very  much 
distressed  to  lose  the  privileges  of 
the  Gospel,  I  verily  believe  they  do 
all  they  can.  Some  of  them  are  illy 
able  to  subscribe  and  pay  what  they 
actually  do.  As  far  as  circumstances 
admit,  they  promptly  pay  their  sub- 
scriptions. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  present 
time  is  a  kind  of  crisis  with  this 
church,  and  I  have  strong  hope  that 
I  shall  yet  see  her  come  up  out  of 
the  wilderness  through  which  she 
is  now  passing  "  beautiful  as  Tirzah, 
comely  as  Jerusalem,  terrible  as  an 
army  with  banners."  But  God  is 
evidently  afflicting  us  now :  one  of 
the  most  precious  members  of  this 
church  has  this  very  day  left  us,  and 
all  her  labors  and  sufferings  on  earth, 
and  gone  to  her  reward  in  heaven. 


At  minister's  apology  for  a  want  op 
liberality  amono  his  people. 

Your  remarks,  in  reference  to  the 
duty  of  my  people  to  do  more  for 
the  support  of  the  Gospel  among 
themselves,  are  very  applicable  to 
most  of  our  churches  in  this  coun- 
try ;  though,  I  am  aware  that  they 
claim  the  special  attention  of  this^ 
church.  There  are  some  apologies 
for  their  failing  to  raise  a  very  large 
amount,  which  would  be  readily 
made  by  any  one  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  their  circumstances. 
Some  of  them  are  actually  so  poor, 
and  have  such  large  families  to  sup- 
port, under  such  great  disadvantages, 
that  but  Uttle  if  any  thing  can  be 


expected  from  them.  This  is  the 
case  with  two  of  my  elders  who  are 
humble,  devoted  Christians.  Others 
have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
ing about  their  present  amount  for 
the  support  of  the  Gospel  ;  and, 
though  their  circumstances  may  now 
be  ever  so  different,  they  can  do  only 
j  ust  so  m  uch.  If  they  were  formerly 
poor,  and  are  now  in  comparatively 
easy  circumstances,  their  bounds  are' 
fixed— they  must  not  pass  them.  It' 
would  be  **rei»oviBg  the  old  land- 
mark." If  they  came  from  wealthy 
congregations  where  they  were  not 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  church, 
or  especially  in  the  support  of  the 
Gospel,  they  seem  not  to  know  how 
much  nowdependar  on  them,  whether 
they  shall  continue  to  have  the 
preached  Gospel  or  noi.  There  are 
others  who  have  always  been  in  the 
habit  of  having  a  school-tecKher, 
farmer,  or  mechanic  for  their  preacher 
—and  he,  too,  perhaps  among  the 
most  wealthy  citizens,  owning  a 
great  number  of  slaves,  and  loaning 
money  to  his  good  people  whenever 
they  had  need.  Others  (only  a  few, 
but  some  have  told  me  so)  don't  see 
what  use  a  preacher  ean  have  for  so 
much  money.  "  Why,  they  would 
think  that  one  hundred,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  ifty  dollars  a  year,  would 
be  a  great  plenty  for  a  preacher  to 
have.  It  makes  him  proud  to  have 
too  much.  And  then  he  ought  not 
to  take  so  many  papers ;  it  costs  him* 
ten  or  fifteen  dollars  a  year  If 

That  such  are  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  support  of  the  Gos- 
pel ill  many  of  the  churches  in  this 
country,  I  think  no  one  of  sufficient 
acquaintance  with  them  to  be  a 
competent  judge  will  question.  No 
one  can  make  a  satisfactory  apology 
for  most  of  them.  Still,  such  is  the 
power  of  habit  and  association,  that 
not  to  make  any  allowance  for  them 
would  be  unkind. 


Such  persons  should  be  told— and  told 
again,  till  the  truth  eomes  home  to  their 
censdenoes— that  if  no  others  practised 
more  liberality  for  them,  than  they  practice 
for  themselves,  they  could  not  have  th« 
precious  pirivitegies  of  the  Qetpet  of  Christ ! 
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OHIO. 

TRAINING     CHURCHES    TO    BENEVOLENT 
ACTION. 

I  would  for  this  people  acknow- 
ledge with  gratitude,  the  timely  aid 
of  vour  Society.  I  think  that  at  least 
$50  can  be  paid  back  to  the  Society, 
by  way  of  a  donation  to  the  H.  M. 
cause.  I  think  it  best  to  collect 
something  every  year  for  benevolent 
objects,  although  the  church  is  not 
able  to  sustain  herself,  that  when 
she  Is  able  to  go  alone,  her  charitable 
feelings  will  be  already  in  active  exe- 
cise.  The  importance  of  thus  train- 
ing the  churchesto  benevolent  action, 
may  be  learned  from  t\ie  fact  that 
this  church,  which,  a  little  more 
than  a  year  ago,  consisted  of  but  4 
members,  gave  $40  the  last  vear  to 
the  A.  H.  M.  Society,  which  is 
more  than  any  other  church  in  the 
presbytery.  Some  of  these  old 
churches  have  not  yet  learned  the 
blessedness  of  giving.  This  is  from 
no  dislike  to  the  A.  H.  M.  S. ;  it  is 
their  favorite  Society.  But  they  have 
not  been  trained. 

The  principle  advanced  in  this  extract,  is 
unquestionably  correct.  It  is  a  mistaken 
policy,  which  withholds  from  feeble  churches 
the  appeals  of  benevolence,  because  they  are 
poor.  And  that  missionary,  or  other  clergy- 
man, who  is  set  overs  church  in  its  infancy, 
when  it  is  taking  character  for  many  gene- 
rations, is  under  obligation  to  train  it  up  to 
benevolent  habi  ts.  If  he  fails  in  this  through 
timidity  or  indolence,  he  does  the  church  an 
incalculable  injury,  the  effects  of  which  will 
be  felt  afterwards  by  himself,  as  well  as  by 
his  successors.  The  church  that  is  early 
habituated  to  liberality,  will  probably  be  a 
flourishing  church ;  because  they  will  prompt- 
ly pay  their  minister,  and  do  all  those  other 
external  things  on  which  the  temporal  wel- 
fare of  a  congregation  depends. ' 


PROTRACTED     MEETING     IN     A     FEEBLE 
CHURCH. 

From  a  Missionary  in  Ohio. 

M.  is  a  county  seat— a  flourishing 
little  village,  and  a  rich  country  of 


land  surrounding  it.  The  country  is 
new  but  rapidly  settling.  The  church 
was  small  and  unable  to  sustain  a 
pastor,  before  the  division  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  But  "the 
powers  that  be,"  said  they  must  di- 
vide, and  divide  they  did.  The  mi- 
nority, having  the  largest  claim  to 
the  house  of  worship,  bought  out  the 
other  party.  This  church  has  been 
long  asking  me  to  come  and  preach 
a  few  days  for  them.  At  length  I 
consented,  and  commenced  a  meet- 
ing the  last  week  in  December.  The 
church  consisted  of  4  male  members, 
when  the  meeting  commenced,  and 
I  know  not  how  many  females.  It 
was  evident,  ivery  soon  after  the 
meeting  commenced,  that  the  Lord 
was  with  us.  The  church  wrestled 
with  God  and  prevailed,  and  sinners 
began  to  inquire  "  what  shall  we 
do?"  The  meeting  became  more  and 
more  interesting,  and  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  continue  two  weeks.. 
There  were  66  attended  the  inquiry 
meetings,  and  professed  to  be  anxious 
for  their  salvation ;  and  30  or  40  of 
that  number  professed  to  have  found 
Him  of  whom  Moses  and  the  pro- 
phets did  write.  Among  these  were 
some  men  of  the  first  standing,  and 
some  who  have  heretofore  been  skep- 
tics. Those  that  were  acquainted 
with  M.  could  not  but  exclaim, 
"  what  has  God  wrought."  To  God 
be  all  the  glory. 

The  means  used  were — preaching^ 
twice  a  day — prayer-meeting  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon— and  meet- 
ings to  converse  with  inquiring  sin- 
ners. These  inquiry  meetings  were 
very  solemn,  and  attended  with  a 
great  blessing.  There  was  great 
opposition  to  these  meetings  at  flrstu 
but  this  opposition  generally  died 
away,  among  those  who  attended ihe 
meeting.  Before  leaving,  we  re- 
ceived 8  members  that  had  belonged 
to  churches  in  the  east,  but  had  not 
before  (connected  themselves  with 
any  church  since  they  came  to  the 
west. 

"  WHO  WILL  COME  TO  OUR  HELP?" 

If  this  people  had  a  pastor  wotr, 
the  probability  is,  that  a  cnurch  could 
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be  built  up  immediately.  But  where 
caa  one  be  had  1  I  have  now  three 
times  as  large  a  field  as  I  ought  to 
have,  aod  that  is  the  way  with  the 
most  of  my  brethren  in  this  region. 
Who  will  come  to  our  help  ?  Who  ? 


FromRep*  A,  Boutelle,  John8town,0. 

In  a  review  of  the  past  year,  I 
find  matter  for  rejoicing  and  mourn- 
ing. While  death  has  made  many 
families  desolate  around  us,  my 
own  family  and  myself  have  been 
mercifully  preserved,  even  from 
sickness,  during  an  unusually  sickly 
season. 

As  to  the  church  at  J.,  I  can  report 
nothing  special.  I  have  statedly 
preached  at  that  place  during  the 
year,  half  of  the  time.  The  members 
have  been  most  happily  united  in 
feeling,  and  appear  ready  for  any 
good  work.  Firmly  adhering  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  cross,  and  of  the  Re- 
formers^ it  has  been  saved  from  the 
divisions  and  strifes  which  have 
made  desolate  many  of  its  sister 
churches. 


A  CHUUCH  RESOLVED  INTO  A  SABBATB 
SCHOOL. 

The  church  and  their  families  con- 
stitute a  Sabbath  school.  The  pa- 
rents— who  are  not  needed  for  teach- 
ers— form  classes  by  themselves. 
From  this  school  we  hope  much. 
Temperance,  and  other  objects  of 
benevolence — school  and  family  visi- 
ting, have  received  a  share  of  my 
attention. 

Yet  we  have  our  difficulties.  We 
are  in  the  midst  of  those  who  regard 
noise  and  high  animal  excitement, 
as  expressive  of  high  religious  feel- 
ing. Besides,  politics  have  ruled 
with  an  irresistible  sway,  and  pro- 
fessors of  religion  have  been  quite 
too  much  carried  away  with  the  cur- 
rent.   This,  with  the  general  cry  of 


"hard  times,"  "high  taxes,"  and 
valueless  commodities,  has  appa- 
rently absorbed  too  much  the  thoughts 
and  feelings  of  us  all.  However^  the 
Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice. 

In  both  of  my  congregations,  we 
have  been  employed  in  building,  or 
completing,  meeting-houses,  which 
are  now  comfortable.  In  Alexandria, 
10  have  been  added  to  the  church, 
four  on  profession.  On  the  whole, 
though  we  have  done  much  in  ex* 
ternal  matters,  we  have  not  been  as 
devoted  as  we  ought,  in  spiritual 
matters.  Much  seed  has  been  sown, 
and  we  believe  it  will  yet  spring  up 
and  bear  an  abundant  harvest. 

Accept,  through  me,  the  thanks  of 
this  church,  for  the  grant  of  ^75. 
We  trust  that  their  souls  have  been 
refreshed  in  eonseqaenee  of  it. 


From  Rev,  J,  C,  Sherwin,  Berlin,  O. 

Sinee  my  last  report,  I  have  been 
installed  pastor  of  this  church  and 
society.  The  call  for  settlement  was 
unanimous,  on  the  part  of  the  church, 
which  is  an  illustration  of  the  union 
of  feeling  that  exists  among  its  mem- 
bers. Our  congregation  on  the  Sab- 
bath is  increasing;  the  Sabbath 
school  is  sustained  with  a  good  de- 
gree of  interest — having  recently  pro- 
cured the  Massachusetts  S.  S.  Li- 
brary; we  have  two  Bible  classes, 
one  for  the  young  people,  and  the 
other  composed  of  married  persons. 
That  composed  of  the  young  people, 
numbers  about  26,  and  is  still  in- 
creasing; and  that  of  the  married 
people  is  nearly  as  large.  During 
the  last  three  or  four  weeks,  there 
has  seemed  to  be  more  feeling  in  the 
church,  and  some  seriousness  among 
the  impenitent,  and  one  hopeful  con- 
version has  occurred  witliin  a  few 
days. 

For  these  favorable  indications 
we  rejoice — yet  with  trembling ; 
for  there  is  evidently  much  to  be 
done,  before  we  can  expect  to  see 
very  many  of  the  impenitent  turn- 
ing to  Christ. 
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MICHIGAN. 
NO   REVIVAL. 

The  writer  of  the  following  report,  laments 
that  he  can  t^U  us  of  no  effusion  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  the  people  of  his  charge— that 
the  youth  of  his  ilock  are  j;rowing  up  in  sin, 
and  travelling  the  broad  road  to  ruin. 

Other  missionaries  utter  the  same  lamen- 
tation. But  is  there  any  thing  alarming  in 
this?  Is  it  not  a  common  case?  It  is  in- 
deed ti  common  case ;  but  none  the  less  to 
be  deplored  on  that  account  What  greater 
calamity  can  befal  a  church,  than  to  have 
the  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  Qod  sus- 
pended— to  be  left  to  barren  ordinances  and 
a  fruitless  ministry— to  see  probation  wast- 
ing, and  none  of  its  indispensable  results 
attained  1  But  if  this  state  of  things  be  dis- 
astrous to  any  church  whatever,  it  is  doubly 
so  to  the  missionary  church.  Of  all  minis- 
ters, those  who  labor  in  the  outskirts  of  the 
land)  are  most  emphatically  dependent  for 
success  on  the  reviving  influences  of  Ood's 
Spirit.  They  wrestle  with  flesh  and  blood, 
as  wM  as  with  principalities  and  powers. 
Not  only  have  they  to  contend  with  the 
common  depravity  of  human  nature,  but 
usually  in  frontier  settlements,  and  the  more 
obscure  portions  of  the  land,  are  to  be  found 
the  very  elite  of  Satan's  aristocracy— the 
keen  disciplined  advocate  of  error,  the  ac- 
complished and  experienced  seducer  of  inno< 
cence,  and  the  open  and  shameless  pro- 
moter of  intemperance,  gambling,  sabbath- 
breaking,  &c.  To  resist  these  influences  in 
favor  of  evil,  the  mere  human  advocacy  of 
truth  and  righteousness  is  often  inadequate. 
It  needs  the  power  of  the  Spibit  or  truth. 
This  the  missionaries  feel,  or  ought  to  feel. 
Of  all  men,  they  should  be  the  last  to  sit 
down  contented  without  evidence  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  among  their  people.  When 
he  is  with  them,  their  labors  prosper ;  every 
year  sees  some  obstacle  removed,  some  pre- 
judice overcome,  some  souls  rescued.  But 
when  the  Divine  Spirit  is  absent,  the  enemy 
prevails.  They  cannot  maintain  their  ground, 
unless  they  are  gaining  ground.  If  they 
tnake  no  headway  against  the  stream,  they 
are  borne  backward  by  its  force.  Missiona- 
ries should  therefore  desire  the  revival  of 
religion ;  they  should  am  at  this  t^Bvlt,  in 


their  labors,  their  prayers  and  their  expecta* 
tions;  they  should  count  it  an  evil  when 
there  are  no  tokens  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
among  the  people  to  whom  they  minister ; 
and  show  great  carefulness  and  assiduity 
that  the  guilt  of  such  a  state  of  things  be 
not  found  in  their  skirts. 

Since  October,  my  labors  have  been 
much  as  usual — preaching  twice  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  in  the  sturounding 
neighborhoods,  as  I  could.  We  have 
enjoyed  no  season  of  special  Interest, 
and  have  yet  to  mourn  the  absence 
of  the  reviving  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  se^ms  as  if  the 
stupor  of  spiritual  death  reigned  all 
over  this  region.  There  are  in 
this  community  a  great  number  of 
young  people,  and  my  heart  has 
yearned  over  them,  when  I  see  them 
going  down  to  hell,  and  so  few  to 
care  for  their  souls.  May  God  ap* 
pear  for  us  and  for  his  own  cause 
and  bring  them  into  the  kingdom. 

Yet  we  have  received  to  the  church 
since,  by  profession  4,  by  letter  3, 
and  dismissed  but  one.  So  that  our 
little  church  increases  a  little,  amid 
all  the  discouragements.  Oh,  that 
the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come 
out  of  Zion ! 

TRACTS  AMD   BIBLES. 

I  have  received  the  welcome  ap- 
propriation of  tracts  from  the  Ame- 
rican Tract  Society,  and  am  endea- 
voring so  to  use  them,  as  e^hall  ad- 
vance the  kingdom  of  the  Saviour. 

In  this  county,  (Jackson,)  we  are 
about  commencing  the  systematic 
supply  of  the  whole  population  with 
the  Bible.  I  preached  on  the  subject 
and  took  up  a  collection,  amounting 
to  more  than  twelve  dollars. 


From  Hev,  Seth  Hardy,  Pinckney 
and  Plainfield,  Mich. 

Here,  as  in  most  newly  settled 
countries,  the  Gospel  minister  has  to 
contend  with  difl[icuhies.  The  field 
of  labor  is  somewhat  large^  and  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


252 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


March, 


great  mass  of  the  population,  since 
their  settlement  in  this  country,  have 
not  been  accustomed  to  attend  pub- 
lic worship.  The  church  in  this 
place,  as  you  are  aware,  is  rather 
small.  But  we  are  expecting  soon, — 
probat)ly  at  the  time  of  our  approach- 
ing communion— to  receive  additions. 
My  audience  on  the  Sabbath,  though 
not  large,  is  quite  respectable.  It  is 
evidently  on  the  increase.  Those 
who  respect  religion  manifest  a  good 
degree  of  readiness  to  contribute  ac- 
cording to  their  abilities  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Gospel.  In  addition  to 
regular  preaching  on  the  Sabbath, 
we  sustain  an  interesting  Sabbath 
school,  and  in  the  evening  a  Bible 
class;  also  a  stated  prayer-meeting 
during  the  week.  These  several  ex- 
ercises are  evidently  awakening  a 
good  degree  of  interest  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  the  number  of  attend- 
ants upon  them  is  gradually  increas- 
ing. Some,  who  have  long  neglected 
the  ordinances  of  religion  are  dis- 
posed to  come  in,  and  are  apparently 
becoming  quite  interested  in  the 
study  of  the  sacred  volume. 

Thus  far,  we  have  not  been  favored 
with  the  special  manifestation  of  the 
Divine  Spirit  in  the  conversion  of 
souls.  But  things  are,  at  present, 
taking  a  turn  quite  as  favorable  as 
could  rationally  be  expected  in  a 
newly  settled  country  like  this.  The 
Pinckney  church,  though  small,  is  in 
a  measure  awake  to  duty,  humbly 
and  earnestly  praying— I  may  say 
expecting— that  Zion  in  this  place 
will  speedily  be  blessed. 


From  Rev.  H.  Smith,  Brislol,  La- 
peer Co.,  Afic/u 

My  services  have  been  devoted 
chiefly  to  this  township,  and  to  a 
part  of  one  adjacent  on  the  south, 
within  these  limits,  a  greater  part 
of  the  stated  attendants  upon  my 
ministrations  reside.  I  have  occa- 
sionally visited  feeble  and  destitute 
churches,  in  other  townships  near  to 
this,  and  preached  to  them,  assisted 
in  the  exaoaination  of  candidates  for 


!  admission  to  the  church,  .and  wit- 
nessed their  good  profession,  ad- 
ministered the  Lord's  supper,  and 
done  what  I  could  to  encourage,  to 
•strengthen,  and  edify  them;  and 
have  found,  in  my  own  experience, 
this  Scripture  sentiment  verified, 
"Helhat  watereth,  shall  be  watered 
himself." 

There  has  been  in  this  place,  for 
some  weeks  past,, a  more  than  gene- 
ral attendance  at  the  places  of  reli- 
gious worship,  on  the  Sabbath  and 
during  the  week;  and  there  has 
been  ^^  a  listening  ear,"  and  at  times, 
I  have  had  my  expectations  faised, 
of  a  coming  revival  of  the  christian 
graces,  and  of  the  conviction  and 
conversion  of  impenitent  sinners. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the 
last  quarter,  one  individual  has  been 
added  to  the  church,  by  profession. 
During  the  year,  20  have  been  added 
to  the  two  churches  with  which  I 
have  statedly  labored,  4  of  whom 
were  admitted  by  letter,  and  the 
other  16  by  profession.  In  these 
churches  there  are  some  choice 
spirits  scattered  here  and  there,  as 
the  light  c>f  the  world,  and  the  salt  of 
the  earth.  Perhaps  as  a  whole,  they 
will  not  suffer,  upon  a  comparison 
with  the  orthodox  churches  gene- 
rally, in  our  country,  with  respect  to 
personal  piety.  We  have  thus  far 
had  no  occasion  to  bring  any  case  of 
discipline  before  the  churches. 


UNABLE,  NOT  UNWILLING. 

Their  ability  for  supporting  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  is  small, 
but  they  seem  disposed  to  do  all  they 
can.  I  have  thus  far  had  to  practice 
the  most  rigid  economy,  and  to  make 
great  sacrifices  to  remain  with  them ; 
and  at  times  I  have  thought  that  I 
should  be  obliged  to  leave  them,  but 
God  has  hitherto  provided  for  my- 
self and  family,  so  as  to  render  us 
for  the  most  part  comfortable,  and  I 
think  with  the  common  smiles  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  within  a  few  years, 
whoever  may  be  the  pastor  of  these 
churches,  will  be  well  supported  by 
them ;  but  at  present,  they  must  de-* 
pend  in  part  upon  foreign  aid. 
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From  Rev,  S,  Cary,  Milford,  Mich. 

Five  years  since,  the  place  where 
this  village  stands  was  a  wilderness: 
there  are  now  forty  or  more  families 
in  this  place.  The  church  in  this 
town  was  first  organized  three 
years  since:  thirteen  have  united 
with  the  church  within  a  few  months 
past.  We  now  number  rising  of 
sixty  members.  We  have  a  Sabbath 
school  sustained  during  the  year,  in 
a  flourishing  condition.  We  keep  up 
four  concerts  of  prayer  during  the 
month,  for  the  different  benevolent 
objects  of  the  day.  A  portion  of 
my  time  is  devoted  to  the  church  in 
Kensington,  a  few  miles  distant, 
found  in  that  place  a  little  church  of 
six  or  eight  members.  They  now 
number  about  thirty,  who  have  mostly 
joined  bjr  letter.  This  is  a  great  field 
for  looking  up  lost  sheep. 


From  a  Missionary  Report. 

THE  DAYS  OF  TRIAL. 

At  the  time  of  my  last  letter  to 
you,  we  were  enduring  a  severe 
scourge  of  sickness  through  this 
whole  community,  that  disari^anged 
every  thing,  civil,  social,  moral  and 
religious.  Our  meetings  were  almost 
broken  up,  but  not  entirely.  That 
cloud  is  now  blown  over ;  health  is 
restored ;  our  meetings  are  filled  up 
on  the  Sabbath;  and  our  weekly 
prayer  meeting  is  tolerably  well  at- 
tended; and  the  Sabbath  school  is 
flourishing.  But  yet  all  are  looking 
forward  to  another  year  with  dread, 
and  many  are  resolved  to  move  to  a 
more  healthy  abode.  What  effect 
this  may  have  upon  the  church,  we 
cannot  teli. 

During  the  last  quarter,  one  indi- 
vidual has  indulged  a  hope  that  she 
has  found  the  Saviour,  and  obtained 
forgiveness  of  him.  She  is  a  very 
influential  person  in  this  community, 
the  wife  of  a  merchant,  and  the  mo- 
ther of  two  children.  The  family 
have  been  considered  far  from  being 
a  religious  family.  Until  I  came 
here,  they  were  never  accustomed 

VOL.  xui.  30 


to  attend  even  public  worship.  The 
husband  and  father  still  remains  im- 
penitent, but  I  trust  is  more  thought* 
ful  than  formerly.  O  that  this  may 
be  the  beginning  of  better  days  amooff 
us !  I  think  I  can  see  a  little  cloud 
rising  that  betokens  good* 


OAUSB  OF  TUB  EMBARRABSMENTS  OP  MIS* 
StONARIBS  IN  MlCBiOAM. 

Some  disappointment  has  been  expressed 
by  the  friends  of  missions,  that  after  all  the 
expectations  of  speedily  placing  the  churches 
of  this  state  above  dependance  on  foreign 
assistance,  they  continue  so  needy,  and  their 
ministers  sufl^r  so  much  from  an  inadequate 
support  And  many  are  ready  to  blame  the 
community  there,  as  wanting  in  a  right 
appreciation  of  the  Gospel,  and  sBcrificaa  \m 
sustain  it. 

In  mitigation  of  this  censure,  it  ought  to 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  Michigan  was  mors 
convenient  of  access  than  other   western 
state,  and  therefore   the  speculations    of 
1835    and  1836,  were  earned  on  tkeie  on 
a  large  scaler  and  were  pushed  into  every 
part  ot  the  state.    In  the  subsequent  revul- 
sion, distress  overtook  almost  all  t)ie  «nter* 
prising  men  in  the  state.   They  were  plunged 
at  once  into  the  greatest  perplexity,  from 
which  many  of  them  have  no  hope  of  ever 
extricating  their  fiscal  concerns.     Besides 
these  embarrassments,  the  banking  system 
adopted  by  the  let^islature  gave  rise  to  most 
enormous  losses.    Great  numbers  of  institu- 
tions were  started— some,  under  circumstan- 
ces that  argue  that  they  were  fraudulent  in 
the  very  conception  of  them,,  and  others  in 
utter  disregard  of  all  sound  financial  prin- 
ciples. These  in  the  course  of  a  few  months 
flooded  the  state  with  the  notes  familiarly   - 
called  "  wiMcat,"  and  then  exploded,  leav- 
mg  the  worthless  trash  in  the  hands  ef  the 
people,  as  the  representative  of  perhaps 
millions  of  property.    Thus  a  large  amount 
of  the  hard  earnings  of  the  toil  and  economy 
of  the  earlier  settlers  was  scattered  to  the 
winds. 

Whatever  they  now  have  to  pay  with, 
must  first  be  raised  from  the  earth  by  agri- 
culture. But  when  tb«y  have  thus  raised 
it,  they  have  no  currency  for  which  it  can 
be  exchanged ;  and  the  indebtedness  of  the 
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commuiuty  to  the  eastern  cities  must  first 
be  met  by  sending  forward  the  products  of 
their  soil,  before  retief  can  flow  back  to  the 
mass  of  the  people.  Hence  it  comes  to  pass 
that  so  many  of  the  churches  are  unable  to 
support  the  Gospel  without  assistance— less 
able  than  they  were  five  years  ago.  But 
they  must  not  be  neglected.  All  the  causes 
which  oppose  the  progress  of  religion  are 
«t  work  and  strengthening  with  every  pass- 
ing month.  The  eperations  of  Home  Mis- 
sions must,  therefore,  be  urged  forward  in 
these  times  of  darkness  as  well  as  in  times 
of  light.  And  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  churches  of  Michigan  will  be  as 
prompt  to  help  themselves,  as  any  reason- 
able expectation  can  require. 


From  Eev.  O.  C,  Thompaotij  Port 
Hurorij  Mich. 

I  am  now  preaching  every  alternate 
Sabbath  in  the  morning  at  Port 
Barnio,  a  village  in  Canada,  on  the  op- 
posite shore  of  the  St.  Clair  river,  and 
then  return  here  to  a  service  in  the 
-afternoon.  The  other  alternate  Sab- 
bath, I  preach  eight  miles  up  Black 
river,  which  empties  into  the  St. 
Clair  in  this  village,  and  return  also 
from  thence  to  a  service  here  at  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.  Some  of  my  church 
live  in  the  latter  place.  We  had  a 
communion  season  there  last  Sab- 
bath. My  Canada  congregation  is 
composed  mostly  of  Scotch,  chiefly 
national  Presbyterians ;  some  of  them 
are  devotedly  pious.  Port  Sarnio 
will  be  an  important  town.  I -hope 
to  organize  a  church  there  soon.  We 
have  a  temperance  society  there,  that 
includes  every  adult  inhabitant  of  the 
village  except  five,  with  a  total  ab- 
stinence pledge.  Both  of  these 
places  assist  this  congregation  in 
raising  my  support. 


NEW-YORK. 

From  Rev*  T-  J,  HaswelL  Warrens^ 
burgh' N.Y. 

ENCOURAGINQ  APPEARANCES. 

I  feel  Strong  hopes,  that  the  amount 


expended  upon  the  feeble  churches 
of  this  county,  will  be  productive  of 
good.  Precious  fruits  have  already 
been  gathered;  and  an  extensive 
field  is  still  before  us,  white,  ready  to 
the  harvest.  We  have  no  laborers 
to  ^are.  Though  we  have  nothing 
at  present  peculiarly  encouraging  in 
our  own  church,  a  season  of  interest 
is  enjoyed  near  us.  At  Chester,  we 
have  been  engaged  in  a  series  of 
meetings,  which  have  resulted  in 
much  apparent  good.  The  church 
has  been  quickened,  and  twenty-one 
have  professed  hope.  A  few  Sabbaths 
since,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
into  the  communion  of  that  church, 
eighteen  on  profession  of  their  faith. 
Others  will  join  them  probably  at 
their  next  communion.  There  is 
some  little  interest  in  other  parts  of 
the  county ;  and  I  think  indications 
are  becoming  more  favorable  here. 
Our  congregations  are  good,  and  of 
late,  unusually  solemn.  Next  Sabbath 
will  be  our  communion  season,  aod^ 
previous  to  it,  the  elders  and  myselt 
design  to  make  a  thorough  visitation 
of  the  church. 

Our  Sabbath  schools  have  been 
well  sustained  during  the  last  quarter. 
Last  week,  at  the  anniversary  of  our 
county  societies,  holden  at  this  place, 
we  formed  a  County  Sunday  School 
Union,  uniting  with  us  the  Baptists 
and  Methodists— hoping  thereby  to 
inspire  increased  interest  and  zeal  in 
the  cause.  Through  the  efforts  of 
the  County  Bible  Society,  the  desti- 
tute throughout  our  bounds  have 
recently  been  very  generally  supplied 
with  the  word  of  God ;  and  we  wish 
to  multiply,  and  give  efficiency  to 
Sabbath  schools,  that  the  rising  gene- 
riation  may  be  taught Jts  inestimable 
truths. 


From  Eev,  James  Millar^  West  Char 
teaugay,  N,  Y, 

In  addition  to  my  stated  labors^  I 
have  co-operated  with  other  minis- 
ters in  meetings  in  this  town.  These 
meetings  the  Lord  has  greatly 
blessed ;  42  souls  have  been,  in  the 
judgment  of  charity,  brought  into 
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the  service  of  God ;  a  part  of  them 
had  previously,  at  some  period,  en- 
tertamed  a  hope,  but  had  backslidden 
from  the  Lord.  At  these  meetings 
they  publicly  professed  to  give  their 
hearts  to  God,  and  their  lives  to  his 
service.  The  greater  portion  of 
these  converts  wece  young  people. 


From  Rev.  John  Moase^  MiUon,  N,  Y, 

The  prayer  meeting  on  Sabbath 
evenings,  during  the  last  summer, 
from  some  difficulties  in  the  way.  was 
given  up,  but  was  revived  last  Octo- 
ber ;  and  since,  we  have  had  two 
prayer  meetings  a  week,  instead  of 
one.  God  often  met  with  us  in  a  spe- 
cial manner  at  those  prayer  meetings. 
But  besides  this,  some  of  the  people 
had  been  praying  privately  for 
months  together,  several  times  a  day, 
that  a  rich  blessing  would  come  at 
last.  And  now,  God  has  during  the 
last  month  been  answering  prayer. 
A  day  was  appointed  for  fasting  and 
prayer,  and  for  mutually  confessing 
and  forgiving  faults.  Christians  were 
penitent  and  took  hold  of  the  work 
by  faith  and  prayer  j  causes  of  con- 
tention and  bad  feeling  were  removed 
out  of  the  way ;  and  a  revival  com- 
menced. There  are  fifteen  young 
persons  and  several  children  who 
profess  to  have  obtained  a  hope. 
Some  of  these  have  stood  up  and 
witnessed  what  God  had  done  for 
their  souls.  There  are  besides 
several  others  anxious,  and  the  work 
we  trust  is  going  on. 

During  the  last  year  four  have 
been  added  to  the  church,  one  by 

erofession  and  three  by  letter.  We 
ave  had  two  Sabbath  schools,  ave- 
raging together  43  children,  in  two 
neighboring  villages.  The  Sabbath 
school  library  in  the  church,  which 
once  had  consisted  of  more  than  100 
volumes,  was  neglected  and  wasted 
before  I  cam6 — the  result  of  conten- 
tions and  divisions,  and  destitution  of 
the  means  of  grace  for  upwards  of  a 
whole  year.  The  number  of  Bible 
class  pupils,  10 — temperance  subscri- 
bers in  the  town,  about  600. 


CASE  OF  A  FEEBLE  CBVRCH. 

In  regard  to  diminishing  the  appro- 
priation for  the  present  year,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  the  Committee  acted 
conscientiously,  and  with  the  sound- 
est judgment,  so  far  as  they  were  ad- 
vised. But  yet,  1  believe,  that  couM 
they  have  come  upon  the  ground,  and 
been  eye  witnesses  of  all  the  facts  la 
the  case,  they  would  have  inereased, 
instead  of  diminishing  the  amount 
of  aid.  These  f^cts,  however,  they 
eould  not  have,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  make  them  appear  perfectly  clear 
on  paper.  For  this  reason,  1  feel  not 
the  least  disposition  to  complain,  but 
on  the  other  hand,  I  have  a  deep- 
sense  of  gratitude  towards  the  Home 
Missionary  Society,  for  their  benevo- 
lence to  this  little  church,  and  also, 
for  the  invaluable  good  the  Society 
is  doing  throughout  our  land.. 

But  in  order  that  the  Committee 
may  have  a  more  definite  view  of 
the  actual  abihty  of  this  church,  I 
would  state,  that  there  are  but  52 
names  on 'our  church  list,  and  from 
the  best  estimate  that  we  have  been 
able  to  make,  there  is  but  about 
$25,000  worth  of  taxable  property  in 
the  church,  and  we  receive  literally 
no  aid  from  the  world ;  and  there  are 
but  eight  brethren  who  possess  any 
property  of  consequence,  and  but 
one  of  them  is  clear  of  debt — most  of 
theothers  have  been  severely  pressed 
during  the  last  few  years.  One  of 
them  owns  but  55  acres  of  land,  and 
he  pays  $15.  Two  more  own  60 
acres  apiece ;  one  of  these  pays  $20, 
and  the  other  $2,— because  he  is  so 
deeply  embarrassed,  having  a  large 
family,  that  he  can  pay  no  more. 
Another,  with  200  acres,  and  deeply 
in  debt,  pays  $15.  Another,  with 
150  acres,  and  owing  more  than  a 
thousand  dollars,  pays  $25.  Ano- 
ther, owning  200  acres,  and  consider- 
ably in  debt,  pays  $25.  Thus  the 
Committee  will  see  that  our  little 
church  are  not  penurious,  when  com- 
pared with  other  churches  through- 
out our  land.  But  in  addition  to 
their  other  embarrassments,  they 
have  a  debt  of  $100  on  their  house, 
on  which  they  are  paying  interest; 
and  besides,  have  been  obliged  ta 
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borrow  thai  money  twice  within  the 
last  six  months,  because  they  could 
not  raise  it  among  themselves. 

But  we  have  the  consolation  to 
know  that  there  is  a  better  state  of 
religious  feeling  among  us  at  the 
present  time,  than  there  has  been  for 
more  than  a  year  past ;  and  we  hope, 
with  trembhng,  that  this  is  the  be- 
ginning  of  better  days. 

I  still  have  the  satisfaction  of  be- 
lieving that  I  have  the  confidence  of 
all  my  people,  and  the  friendship  of 
the  other  denominations  around  us^ 
while  the  world  do  not  appear  un- 
friendly. What  is  before  us,  we 
know  not,  but  I  cannot  but  feel  that 
God  has  yet  a  blessing  in  store  for 
this  people.  For  this  we  pray,  and 
for  this  we  labor. 


mNDRAMCES. 

Religious  effort  has  been  unusu- 
ally, and  I  think  seriously  impeded, 
during  the  present  winter,  by  unfa- 
vorable weather.  The  proportion  of 
stormy  Sabbaths,  has  been  uncom- 
monly large;  and  the  evening  of  a 
stated  prayer  meeting,  has  very  often^ 
sometimes  for  weeks  in  succession, 
been  such  as  to  cause  a  failure  of  the 
meeting,  either  wholly  or  in  part. 
Other  appointments  have  also,  from 
the  same  cause,  been  repeatedly  un- 
fulfilled. The  general  influence  of 
these  repeated  disappointments,  has 
been  disheartening;  and  the  ten- 
dency of  assembling  less  frequently 
than  usual,  hae  been  to  dissipate  se- 
rious impressions,  and  divert  atten- 
tion to  other  objects.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  collect  and  concentrate 
individual  sympathies,  or  to  act  con- 
tinuously on  the  people  in  mass. 


VARIOUS  EXTRACTS. 

So  extended  are  the  operations  of  the  A. 
H.  M.  S.,  that  its  missionarief  come  in  cob* 
tact  with  all  the  various  forma  of  character 
imaginable.  National  peculiarities,  social 
habits,  religious  prejudices  the  most  dtverse 
are  often  foond  in  the  same  community,  and 


have  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  same  minister. 
Surely,  missionaries  thus  situated  need  wis* 
dom  firom  above  I 

In  the  early  part  of  October,  I  be« 
came  forcibly  impressed  with  the 
desirableness  of  visiting  the  entire 
church,  as  its  pastor,  in  company 
with  the  elders  in  their  turns.  Our 
object  was  to  ascertain  from  personal 
observation  and  inquiry,  the  real  pro- 
gress which  the  church  was  making 
in  the  christian  life.  Among  other 
inquiries,  we  determined  to  propose 
the  following  to  every  one  under  our 
spiritual  charge: 

Have  you  any  reason  to  believe 
th«t  you  have  been  truly  born  again 
of  the  Holy  Ghost? 

Since  you  entered  this  church, 
have  you  maintained  both  secret  and 
family  prayer  1 

Have  you  made  any  progress  in 
knowledge,  i.  e.  in  acquaintance  with 
the  word  of  God  and  the  plan  of 
salvation  ? 

Do  you  derive  edification  from  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  ? 

Are  you  accustomed  to  pray  for 
the  conversion  of  sinners  ? 

Are  you  living  at  enmity  with  any 
of  the  brethren,  or  your  neighbors  1 
Is  your  natural  temper  svbdued  by 
the  Gospel  ? 

Have  you  eood  reason  to  believe 
that  your  soul,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
is  gradually  and  surely  becoming 
more  and  more  purified  and  better 
prepared  for  ywa  entrance  into 
Heaven  ? 

Two,  and  sometimes  three  days  of 
the  week  were  wholly  devoted  to 
the  work,  and  to  us  engaged  in  it,  it 
became  daily  more  interesting.  For 
my  part,  I  never  felt  what  it  was  to 
be  a  pastor  until  then ;  it  seemed  as 
though  a  new  field,  entirely  new,  had 
been  discovered.  The  meamire  was 
viewed  with  general  favor  by  the 
people,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  they  universally  esteemed  it  a 
privilege  to  be  questioned  in  the 
manner  above  stated :  fidelity  on  our 
part  seemed  as  delightful  and  accept- 
able to  them,  as  it  appeared  indis- 
pensable to  us. 

The  results  w^e  eminently  happv. 
At  the  close  of  the  visit,  we  felt 
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more  like  the  members  of  a  christian 
family:  we  knew  each  other's  wants: 
we  saw  the  need  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance and  help:  we  felt  our  mutual 
dependance;  and  new  purposes  of 
co-operation  were  formed,  which 
otherwise  might  never  have  been 
suggested,  and  without  which,  the 
efforts  of  a  feeble  church  must  lack 
not  only  union,  but  success. 

The  pastoral  visit  was  closed  with 
a  public  meeting  of  all  the  members, 
in  the  church.  It  was  held  on  the 
afternoon  of  a  week  day ;  and  only 
few  of  the  brethren  were  absent.  Its 
object  was  to  give  the  pastor  and 
elders  an  opportunity  to  state,  in  their 
capacity  as  brethren,  what  they  had 
experienced,  and  what  progress  they 
were  making  in  holiaess,  and  ivhat 
difficulties  they  had  to  contend  with 
both  as  Christians,  and  as  overseers 
of  the  flock.  The  forenoon  of  this 
day  was  spent  by  the  elder's  iu^  ses- 
sional business  and  prayer.  I  was 
struck  with  the  tenderness  mani- 
fested in  every  thing.  In  the  public 
meeting,  the  elders  after  having  re- 
lated their  own  feelings,  made  each 
a  few  remarks  on  some  topic  of  prac- 
tical importance.  The  first  who  ad- 
dressed the  meetingdwelt  briefly  on 
the  duty  of  parents  in  regard  to  the 
conversion  of  their  children  and  on 
holiness  of  life  in  the  family.  The 
second ;  on  the  first  members  of  this 
church  remembering  their  first  love. 
The  third  and  the  oldest  of  the 
elders;  on  preparation  for  Heaven. 
The^  fourth ;  on  steady  and  progres- 
sive piety  in  those  who  have  lately 
joined  this  church.  The  exercises 
were  closed  by  a.  short  addreas^  on 
the  responsibilities  of  the  pastor,  and 
the  necessity  he  felt  of  the  people's 
prayers. 

After  this  meeting  it  began<  to  be 
felt  that  God^ was  about  to  refresh  us 
"With  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  meetings  for  prayer  were 
solemn^nd  engaged;  and  several  who 
had  long  mourned  for  the  leanness 
of  their  souls,  showed  good  evidence 
of.  newness  of  life.  I  saw  some 
cheeks  wet  with  tears,  which  for 
months  had  been  like  the  mountains 
of  Gilboa— unvisited  with  the  dew 
of  Heaven.    There  was  a  movement 

30* 


in  the  church ;  but  none  out  of  it.  I 
saw  many  obstacles  in  the  way.  And 
as  I  have  hitherto  said  nothing  on  this 
head,  I  propose  here  to  enumerate 
some  of  the  most  prominent,  which 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  greatly  embarrass 
and  retard  the  progress  of  the  Gos- 
pel. 

0BSTACLB9* 

1.  Perversion. of  truth.  Many  in- 
fluential individuals  maintain  that  the 
church  h^s  nothing  to  do  with  the 
conversion  of  the  impenitent.  The 
popular  belief  is  that  all  the  elect  will 
be  saved,  without  human  instru^ 
mentality.  If  God  has  decreed  thein 
salvation — they  will  be  saved,^eveai 
though  the  church  do  nothing,  and 
they  themselves  live  as  they  do  now, 
worldly  minded  and  destitute  of 
hope!  The  great  loajoraty,  when 
pressed  with  the  claims  of  religion 
and  the  dutv  of  immediate  repent<^ 
ance,  reply  tnat  they  caji  do  nothinif 
of  themselves ;  no  man  can  keep  the 
law,  sinners  cannot  repent,  they  caur 
not  believe — they  have  no  power*  of 
themselves. 

2.  Many.professiog  Christians  deny 
that  the  believer  can  have  any  assurr 
ance  in  this  life  of  his  acceptance 
with  God.  He  obtains  peace  of  con- 
science only  at  death,  not  before. 

3.  It  is  thought  unnecessarily  strict 
to  carry  church  discipline  into  effect. 
There  is  no  perfection  here ;  and, 
we  must  not  judge,  lest  we  be  judged. 

4.  It  is  very  unscriptural  to  sing 
any  Psalms  but  the  version  of  the 
Scotch  Kirk.  They  are  the  Psalms 
of  David,  and  ought  to  be  sung  in  all 
churches  of  all  countries  to  the  end 
of  time. 

5.  It  is  quite  enough  that  men 
attend,  to  religion  on  Sabbath ;  for 
it  is  written,  six^ days  «AaZt  thou  labor 
and  do  all  thy  work!  You  wili  ob- 
serve these  sentimente  are  held  by 
none  of  my  people,  they  are  main- 
tained by  those  among  whom  we 
live.  It  is  easy  for  any  one  who 
knows  what  it  is  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel, to  perceive  kow  these  sentiments 
become  obataoles.r  Their  contradic- 
tion to  common  sense  renders  those 
who    hold    them  only  the    more 
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tenaciaus  ia  their  helief.  I  have  not 
knowa  an  instance  of  any  one  be- 
coming a  hopeful  Christian,  until 
they  were  abandoned. 


"  A  CROOK  IN  THE  LOT." 

I  have  reason  to  be  very  thankful 
that  myself  and  family  have  enjoyed 
usual  health  the  past  year,  though  I 
am  not  without  a  "  crook  in  my  lot," 
which  none  but  God  can  straighten. 
I  have  a  daughter  27  years  of  age, 
who,  owing  to  a  spinal  complaint, 
has  not  been  able  to  walk  -alone 
during  the  last  seven  years.  I  have 
also  a  son  25  years  of  age,  who  for 
many  years  past,  has  been  subject  to 
epilepsy,  in  consequence  of  which 
1^  is  obliged  to  keep  about  home,  as 
hi«  state  of  mind  when  in  atrange 
places  and  among  strange  people, 
increases  the  disease.  Frovidence 
has  given  me  12  children.  Two  died 
in  infancy— one  at  27  years  of  age, 
triumphant  in  the  faith.  The  re- 
mainder  are  all  members  of  the 
church  of  Christ  except  the  youngest, 
who  I  believe  has  hope  in  the  Re- 
deemer. 


TIMELY  REUEF — REPROACH  AVERTED. 

The  last  of  December,  my  com- 
mission came  to  band.  I  thought  to 
myself,  would  that  the  Board  and 
the  eastern  friends  of  missions  could 
have  known  how  timely  that  com- 
mission arrived,  and  how  calculated 
to  sustain  the  spirit  as  well  as  the 
body  of  a  missionary  in  the  far  west. 
In  order  to  obtain  necessaries  for 
family  use,  I  ventured,  as  the  only 
alternative,  to  give  my  note  for  articles 
out  of  the  store,  payable  on  the  first 
of  January.  1  nad  more  than  once 
mentioned  my  circumstances  to  the 
brethren  and  friends  in  the  more 
remote  portion  of  my  field,  (from 
which  if  I  could  have  received  what 
was  due  the  last  year,  I  should  have 
had  no  occasion  to  try  my  credit,) 
but  still,  the  time  passed  on  without 
bringing  relief  until  within  a  few 


days  of  the  end  of  my  probation. 
After  travelling  about  ^0  miles  on 
those  bleak  prairies,  upon  the  strength 
of  special  encouragement,  but  with- 
out receiving  the  first  cent,  I  had 
seated  myself,  weary  and  cold,  and 
quite  disheartened ;  as  I  saw  no  hope 
of  being  able  to  meet  my  obligation, 
although  a  minister  of  Christ ! 

While  ruminating  on  my  situa- 
tion— and  about  concluding  should  I 
fail  of  a  grant  from  the  board  the 
present  year,  I  must  of  necessity 
abandon  my  field— my  son  at  that 
moment  returned  from  the  office 
bearing  in  his  hand  your  second  com- 
mission and  grant  for  $100.  You  can 
judge  respecting  the  happy  change 
in  my  bosom,  as  I  could  now  so 
arrange  with  my  creditor  as  to  save 
mv  mind  from  embarrassment;  and 
what  is  more,  the  ministry  from  re- 
proach. 

To  enable  you  to  judge  whether 
extravagance  plunged  us  in  debt, 
facts  would  testify  that  during  my 
year  and  a  half  in  this  western  field, 
the  only  articles  of  clothing  I  hare 
purchased,  are  a  hat  and  a  pair  of 
thick  shoes ;  14  pounds  of  sugar  and 
2  gallons  of  molasses,  is  the  amount 
of  sweetening  used  by  my  family. 
I  have  just  returned  from  an  inte- 
resting meeting  of  consociation, 
though  my  situation  as  to  clothing 
was  nearly  if  not  quite  as  embarrass- 
ing as  my  fellow  laborer  whose  cade 
was  noticed  recently  in  the  Home 
Missionary. 

We  have  our  log-cabin  fitted  up 
so  that  it  is  quite  comfortable,  even 
when  the  prairie  winds  beat  vehe- 
mently upon  it.  But  the  materials 
were  purchased  by  our  children — the 
avails  of  garden  labor. 

But  though  privations  attend  us, 
and  my  field  is  large  and  fatiguing ; 
though  my  ears  and  feet  are  occa- 
sionally frozen  in  passing  across 
these  open  and  extensive  plains,  and 
my  usual  place  for  repose  when  from 
home  (Vhich  is  much  of  my  time) 
is  a  log-cabin  chamber,  immediately 
under  an  open  roof,  yet  there  is  some* 
thing,  yea  even  miich  to  encourage 
and  cheer  a  missionary  to  hold  on. 
With  the  divine  assurance,  "  In  due 
I  season  ye  shall  reap  if  ye  faint  not"-^ 
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that  a  joyful  return,  with  golden 
sheaves,  is  a  result*  of  sowing  pre- 
cious seed  with  weeping — we  actually 
witness  some  counteracting  influence 
upon  the  torrent  of  vice  which  most 
seriously  threatens  the  far  west 
Were  it  not  for  the  ministrv  of  the 
word  and  the  ordinances,  tne  Sab- 
hath  school  and  Bible  class,  with 
other  means  of  grace,  gross  darkness 
would  speedily  cover  the  people. 
Will  not  dear  brethren  at  the  east 
pray  for  us,  while  we  in  our  weak- 
ness, hope  against  hope. 


TO  THX  MISSIONAHIBS  OF  THB  A^  H.  M.  S. 

Dear  Brethren.— The  statistical  returns  of 
Missionaries  furnish  the  datafrom  which  the 
Annual  Report  is  drawn.  In  former  years, 
many  of  these  returns  have  failed  to  reach 
us  in  season  to  be  used  for  this  purpose; 
consequently  we  have  never  been  able  to 
present  so  full  a  report  as  we  desired,  and 
as  the  cause  deserves.  We  therefore  make 
early  and  earnest  request  that  each  Mis- 
sionary will  furnish  the  following  list  of  par- 
ticulars in  a  special  communicationi  (unless 
his  quarterly  reports  should  be  made  about 
that  time,)  by  mail,  as  early  as  the  fibst  of 
Apbu.  next. 

I.  Name  of  the  Church,  with  the  town- 
ship, county,  and  state ;.  and  also  the  post- 
Qf&fse  address  of  the  Missionary.. ' 


2.  Number  of  hopeful  converwons.* 

3.  Number  added  to  the  Church  by  pro- 
fession.* 

4.  Number  added  to  tlje  Church  by 
letter.* 

5.  Number  of  Sabbath  Schools— number 
of  Pupils— number  of  Volumes  in  Library. 

6.  Number  of  Bible  Classes— number  of 
Pupils. 

7.  Number  of  Temperance  Societies- 
number  of  Subscribers. 

8.  Number  of  Churches  organized  during 
the  year. 

9.  Contributions  to  benevolent  objects, 
such  as 

Home  Miss.  $ 

For.  Miss.    $ — 

Bib.  Soc.      8         ■■■,  &c.  &c. 

10.  Other  interesting  facts,  such  as  the 
erection  and  completion  of  church  edifices, 
number  of  younij  men  preparing  for  the 
Ministry,  Monthly  Concerts,  &c. 

By  a  prompt  attention  to  this  request,  you, 
will  promote  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and 
oblige, 

Yours,  &c., 

M.  BADGER, 
C.HALL,, 
Secrttariea  of  the  A,  U,  M.  <Sl 


*  In  •stimating  these  numbers,  those  conversioot- 
and  additions  only  should  be  included,  which  shall 
iiave  Uken  place  in  that  pari  of  the  jfear^  extending 
from  April  to  April,  durinf  which  you  are  under 
commission  from  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  If  the  leAoIe  year, 
from  April  to  April,  be  covered  by  the  commissions 
of  the  Society,  you  will  report  the  conTersions. 
and  additions,  for  the  whole  year. 


AppoiiUmentS:  by  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  from  Jdtmary  Ist^  to 

FHruary  1st  ilBih 


Nat  in  eommisiian  hut  ysor. 
Rev.  Robert  Brown,  South  MarceUus,  N.  Yk 
Rev.  WiUianE.  Holmes,  PoolviHe  N.  Y. 
Rev.  B.  G.  Rilev,  Hartwick,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Andrew  Huntington,  Chagrin  Falls,  O. 
Rev.  Samuel  O.  Wright,  Lafeyette,  &«.,  Ilk 
Rev.  O.  W.  Elliot,  Vermilliouville,  III. 
Rev.  Geo.  Coan,  Angelica,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Isaac  Flagler,  PaviUioa,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  Demming,Royalton,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Oreo  JohusoD,Avoca,  and  Kennedyiville,  N.Y. 


Rev.  X  Tha]immr,.StrykersviU^  N.  Y. 
Rev.  E.  Kingsbury,  Ceviagton,  Ind. 
Rev.  Wm.  Diekson,  Columbus,  111. 

Me'tgfpouiteA. 
Rev.  Hiram  Dyer,  Preston,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  N.  C.  Clark,  Elgin  and  DundM,  IH. 
Rev.  Lemuel  Hall,  Virginia  Settlement,  III. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Kingsbury,  Racine,  Wis.  Ter. 
Rev.  Asa  Donaldson,  Dover,  III. 
Rev.  R.  E.  Tedford,  Cokimbus,  &e.  Ten. 
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Rev.  D.  R.  Dixon,  UoadillA,  Mich. 
Rev.  S.  Peet,  Milwaulcie,  Wis.  Ter. 
Rev.  W.  W.  Woods,  Pataamville.  Ind. 
Rev.  A.  Montgomery,  Mayville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  W.  Day,  Eufield.N.  V. 
Rev.  Hiram  Gregg,  Hume,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  B.    Ruateil,  Indepeadeoce    and  Andover, 
N.Y. 


r  Rev.  F.  Kyte,  Lamberland  and  Barrytille,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Romulus  Barnes,  Wailiington,  III. 

Rev.  Hiram  Smitli,  Bristol,  Mich. 

Rev.  S.  Kittredge,  Bedford,  Ind. 

Rev.  C.E.Murdoci£,  Hillsgrove,  111. 

Rev.  A.  Boutelle,  Johnstown,  O. 

Rev.  P.S.Cleliand,  Greenwood,  Tnd. 
i  Rev.L.  M.  S.  Smith,  Grass  Lalce,  Mich. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
tke  following  sumSf  from  January  \st  to  February  Ist^  iSil. 


MAINE— 

Belfast,  John  9.  Caldwell,  $1  00 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Claremont,  G.  N.  Farwell,  by  Rev.  B. 
P.  Stone,  3;  legacy  of  the  late  Amos 
Tenny,  by  B.  Perkins,  56,  53  00 

Dunbarton,  Cong.  Cb.,  by  Rev.  J.  Ire- 
land, 31  00 
VERMONT— 

Cornwall,  Anonymous,  1  00 

MASSACHUSETTS— 
Missionary  Society,  950  00 

Andover,  South  Parish,  mon.  con.  coll., 

by  Rev.  J.  L.  Taylor,  74  73 

Hampshire,  Miss.  Soc.,  by  E.  Williams, 
Tr.,  of  which  $100  is  from  the  Hadley 
Gen.  Benev.  Soc,  900  00 

MiUbury,  West  Ch.,  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc, 
in  part  to  const  Sidney  Holman  a  L. 
IL,  by  Miss  M.  Waters,  Tr.,  S3  00 

Newburyport,  Ladies'  Indiana  Soc,  by 

Rev.  S.  Kittredge,  100  00 

Northampton,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the 
lau  Rev.  J.  L..  Pomery,  b;  L.  Strong,    950  00 
RflODE  ISLAND— 
Froridence,  Richmond  Sc  Ch.,  IndU 
viduals,  by  E.  W.  Fletcher,  74  34 

CONNECTICUT— 
Bristol,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 

Thames  Wilcox,  by  B.  Ely,  75  00 

Hartford,  Friend,  by  J.  Chandler,  «3  00 

New-Haven,  Friend,  by  H.  White,  1  00 

New-London,  Robert  Coit,  of  which 

$30  is  to  const.  Dea.  Henry  Smith  a. 

L.M.,  5000 

NEW-YORK— 

Greenport,  L.  I.,  mon.  con.  colL,  by  Rev. 

W.  HuntUng,  11  00 

New- York  city,  viz : 
AVUn  St.  Pretb,  Oh.,  o£  whivh  $100  ia 
from  M.  O.  Halsted,  to  const.  Miss 
Sarah  J.,  and  Miss  Julia  Halsted, 
and  Miss  Amelia  H.  Clary,  Life 
Members,  330  50 

Bttecktr  SU  Ok:,  X.  P.  Tnppaa,  5;  J: 
B.  Roosevelt,  10 ;  J.  Donaldson,  3 ; 
Charles  Gould,  15;  others,  19,  53  00 

Brainard  C7A.,of  which  $54  is  from 

Ladies,  by  J.  Brewster,  154  13 

Centrtd  Ohi,  J.  C.  Baldwin,  50  {  Mn. 
N.  W.  West,  15;  G.  Sodllie,  10; 
N.  W.  Wes^  10 ;  C.  WilUams,  10 ; 
others,  81  75 ;  coll.  65  96,  343  71 

Duane  SL  Ok.,  R.  Buloid,  35;  Cash, 

35 ;  N.  T.  Jennings,  15 ;  Cash,  lOr  75  00 
Merut  SL  Oh.^  coll.,  of  which  $30  is 
from  E.  Wainwright,  to  const.  W, 
P.  Wainwrbrht  a  L.  M.,  300  SO; 
mon.  con.  coll*,  69  834  A.  G.  Phelps, 
60;  Rev.  Dr.  Skinner,  50;  G.  U. 
Richarda,  10 ;  £.  H.  Biatchford,  10 ; 


J.  Wheelook,  10;  R.  L.  Case,  10; 

others,  17,  436  43 

Second  Avenue  Ck^  J.  M<Comb,  35  00 
Ladies'  Missionary  Prayer  Meeting, 

by  Mrs.  Eastman,  8  69 
Juvenile  Fragment  Soc,  .by  Mrs.  H. 

W.  Jacot,  18  06 

B.  F.  BuUer,  Esq.,  150  00 

L.B.Ward,  35  00 

Miss  Catherine  B.  Patton,  SO  00 

Samuel  Walker,  5  00 

OHIO- 

Alexandria,  by  Rev.  A.  Boutelle,  3  78 

Chill  icothe»  legacy  of  the  late  Miss  Julia 

Keyes,  by  S.  P.  Keyes,  330  17 
Euclid,  Mrs.  S.  Shaw,  by  Rev.  W.  F. 

Curry,  15  00 

Johnstown,  by  Rev.  A.  BouteUe,  6  38 

HOME  MISSIONARY,  19  10 


$3696  75 
J.  CORNING,  7rea$m^er. 

Reuwi9of.  Hu  Wettern  Agency  at  Geneva,  K  T. 
frmn  Nov,  90, 1840^  to  Jan,  1»  1841,  Ra>,  J,  A» 
Mwrray,  Secretary. 

Auburn,  First  Ch.,  balance,  96  90 

Barre,  90  00 

Buati,.  11  00 

Canoga,  4  00 

Elmira,  S.  Beniamin,  Esq.,  75 ;  others, 

116  07,  191  07 

Gasport,  8  34 

Geneva,  G;  P.  Mbwry,  10 ;  others,  11  75,     SI  75 
Gorham,  17  00 

Ithaca,  Th.  CoL,  $100,  of  which  $30  is  to 
const.  F.  M.  Camp,  a  L.  M.;  T.  S. 
Williams,  to  consu  Mrs.  T.  S.  Wil- 
liams a  L.  D.,  800  00 
Lockport,  Origin  Storrs,  in  full  to  const. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  S.  Storrs  a  L.  M.,  10  00 

Millrille,  9  98 

Ludlowville,  a  box  of  clothing,  valued  at     40  00 
Pen  Yan,  Charles  C.  Sheppard,  13  50; 

Cash,  8 ;  box  of  clothing  valued  at  53,  67  50 
Plttsfbrd,  Stephen  Lusk,  10  00 

PraUsburgh,  coll.  by  J.  H.  Downs,  in 

part  to  const.  Rev.  B.  F.  Pratt  a  L.  D.  30  00 
Rochester,  Fifth  Ch.,  1 ;  First  Cb.,  0  85,  1  35 
Romulus,  1  50 

Seneca  Falls,  R.  G,  Pardee,  10 ;  W<  H. 
King,  10;  Mrs.  D.  B.  Linn,  10;  Dr. 
Brown,  5;  J.  G.  Gray,  5;  others, 
87  50 ;  in  full  to  const.  Wm.  H.  King, 
D.  W.  Forman,  J.  K.  Brown,  and  Rav. 
Hermau  L.  VailrLife  Directors, 
Silver  Creak, 
Vienna, 

West  Newarki  by  Rav.  S.  Scott, 
Youngstown, 

$83135 
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THE   PASTOR'S   JOURNAL, 

OR, 

SKETCHES  OP  REAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FURNISBEI^ 
CHIEFLY  BY  CLERGYMEN. 


REV.  JOSEPH  BADGER, 

OP  WOOD  CO.,  OHIO. 

This  veteran  in  the  HomeMissiontry  ser- 
vice, now  84  years  old,  has  recently  cemmu- 
nicated  some  particulars  of  his  eventful  life, 
which  have  been  published  in  the  American 
Quarterly  Register  for  February.  From  his 
long  association  with  the  spread  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  the  new  settlements,  we  deem  it  pecu- 
liarly Impropriate  to  record  a  memorial  of 
him  on  the  pages  of  this  periodical. 

He  was  born  in  SpringiSeld,  (now  Wilbra- 
ham,)  Mass.,  Feb.  28th,  1757,  and  received 
much  religious  instruction  from  his  pious 
parents.  At  the  age  of  18  be  entered  the 
American  army,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution— was  in  the  battles 
of  Bunker  Hill  &  Lechmere  Point,  and  ac- 
companied the  ezpeditbn  to  Canada  in  1776. 
In  these,  and  subsequent  adventures  in  the 
army,  his  sufferings  from  exposure,  sickness 
and  fatigue,  were  very  great,  and  give  a  vivid 
picture  of  what  it  cost  to  achieve  our  na- 
tional independence.  At  the  close  of  his 
military  life,  he  had  saved  of  his  soldier's  pay 
a  little  over  $200  in  Continental  bills,  which 
were  so  depreciated  that  the  whole  sum 
would  not  buy  cloth  for  an  ordinary  ooat. 

At  the  age  of  22  he  found  an  asylum  in  the 
fismily  of  Rev.  Mr.  Day  of  New-Preston, 
Conn.,  (father  of  President  Day  of  Yale 
College,)  and  here  he  became  the  subject  of 
divine  grace.  Through  great  difficulties  he 
made  his  way  to  the  ministry,  and  was  set- 
tled as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Blandford, 
Mass.,  C9r  thhleen  years.  The  outline  of 
his  subsequent  history  we  give  in  his  own 
words: 

Having  been  appointed,  by  the 


Connecticut  Missionary  Society,  in 
October,  1800,  to  labor  as  a  Mission- 
ary in  the  Connecticut  Western  Rer 
i^rve,  now  tbe  eastern  part  of  Ohio, 
I  made  arrangements  to  leave  my 
family,  and  set  out  on  tbe  15th  of 
November,  for  that  coui^try.  On 
Tuesday  before  the  last  Sabbath  in 
December,  I  came  to  the  Mahoning, 
a  mile  or  two  below  the  Reserve,  in 
only  a  horse  path.  It  was  near  night ; 
there  was  no  house  or  sign  of  a  set- 
tlement ;  the  water  was  high  and 
there  was  a  strong  current  ^  it  looked 
dangerous ;  but  I  must  pass  it  or  lie 
in  the  woods.  I  put  in  ;  it  was  soon^ 
mid-side  to  my  horse  ;  it  drove  him 
down  stream  ;  but  he  swam  through 
and  reached  the  opposite  shore  safe- 
ly. I  soon  fell  on  the  open  line  be- 
tween Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and 
arrived  at  the  residence  of  a  Re- 
verend Presbyterian  brother,  who 
had  entered  the  wilderness  a  few 
weeks  before  me,  and  whose  family 
was  the  only  one  in  Coilsville.  Ad- 
joining this,  on  the  west,^ lay  Youngs- 
town,  to  which  I  went,  and  preached 
to  a  small  number  tbe  iast  Sabbath 
in  December,  1800. 

I  had  now  entered  the  great  field 
where  I  was  to  preach  and  visit  from 
house  to  house.  There  were  no  re- 
gular roads  from  one  place  to  another, 
and  tbe  marks  of  intercourse  were 
not  very  plain.  The  communication 
to  the  Lake  settlements  was  not  then 
opened.  The  winter  and  spring  I 
spent  in  the  south,  visiting  and 
preaching  to  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
settlements  and  families  in  that  part 
of  the  Reserve.  In  June,  as  soon  as 
the  waters  were  fordable,  I  visited 
the  more  interior  settlements  ;  kept 
the  4th,  of  July  at  Hudson.    From 
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Hudson  I  proceeded  to  Cleveland, 
and  made  my  tour  through  all  the 
northern  settlements,  without  any 
special  occurrence,  except  that  of 
getting  occasionally  a  thorough  soak- 
ing by  showers  of  rain. 

After  suflTering  severoly  ia  aa  illness  con- 
tracted by  exposure,  be  returned,  after  an  ab> 
sence  of  1  year  and  47  days,  to  bis  feiniily  in 
New-England. 

Having  satisfied  myself  from  actual 
observation,  that  the  soil  of  the 
Western  Reserve  was  good,  and 
would  admit  of  a  dense  population, 
and  that  the  settlements  would  ra- 
pidly increase,  and  that  a  door  was 
already  opened  for  extensive  minis- 
terial labors— ai^er  consulting  my 
family  on  the  subject,  we  unitedly 
agreed  to  make  our  arrangements  for  a 
removal  to  that  distant  and  almost  un- 
broken wilderness ;  and  committing 
ourselves  and  our  dear  children  to 
the  care  of  Him.  who  worketh  alii 
things  after  the  counsel  of  His  own 
will,  commenced  our  preparations 
with  all  diligence.  Having  settled 
all  pecuniary  concerns  with  my 
neighbors,  and  made  such  arrange- 
ments with  the  Board  of  Trust  as  I 
thought  necessary,  we  put  all  our 
moveables  on  board  a  wagon,  drawn 
by  four  horses.  Seated  with  my 
family,  [consisting  of  himself,  his 
wife,  and  six  children,]  in  this 
large  vehicle,  I  took  the  lines,  and 
bidding  farewell  to  friends  and  our 
beloved  New-England,  began  our 
march  to  the  West.  We  left  Bkmd- 
ford  on  Saturday  and  reached  our 
brother's  in  Becket,  where  we  lay  by 
until  Tuesday.  On  Saturday  and  on 
the  Sabbath  and  night  following,  the 
snow  fell  eight  or  ten  inches  deep, 
followed  with  a  heavy  northwest 
wind.  From  this  place  we  proceeded, 
with  considerable  labor,  through 
drifted  heaps  of  snow,  and  arrived 
on  Saturday,  at  the  village  of  Scbo- 
dac.    Here  we  kept  Sabbath,  and  I 

E reached  to  the  people.  The  snow 
ad  now  fallen  more  than  two  feet  in 
depth ;  and  I  learned  from  travellers, 
that  it  was  still  deeper  on  westward. 
I  procured  a  long  horse-sled,  placed 
on  it  my  wagon  box,  and  thus  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey.     Learning 


that  it  was  dangerous  crossing  the 
ice  at  Albany,  we  went  by  the  way 
of  Troy.  On  Saturday,  we  arrived 
at  Paris,  in  Oneida  county  ;  the  road 
being  well  beaten,  and  the  snow 
mostly  gone.  Here  we  tarried  eight 
or  nine  days  ;  got  another  set  of 
wheels,  and  rolled  on.  We  arrived 
in  the  township  of  Aurelius  on  Fri- 
day ;  tarried  there  and  preached  on 
the  Sabbath.  The  mud  began  to  be 
deep,  and  the  going  heavy;  got  into 
a  mud  slough,  and  the  forward  axle- 
tree  of  my  wagon  broke  ;  had  to  set 
about  making  a  new  one,  with  such 
tools  as  I  could  get,  without  help. 
I  got  it  repaired  and  went  onward  ; 
arrived  at  East  Bloomfield  before  the 
Sabbath.  We  went  on  to  Buffalo^ 
and  there  stored  all  our  goods,  to  be 
brought  on  by  water,  except  beds,  a 
long  tent,  and  provisions  to  Daist 
through  the  seventy  mile  woods. 
We  then  crossed  Buffalo  creek  in  a 
small  boat,  not  safe  for  two  horses* 
We  tried  to  cross  with  two,  but  they 
were  plunged  into  the  water.  Final- 
ly, we  all  got  safely  aaross,  ours 
being  the  first  team  that  had  ever' 
crossed  these  waters.  We  went  on» 
leaning,  I  trust,  on  the  arm  of  God 
for  protection.  Three  men  from 
Norfolk,  Ct.,  had  joined  us  before  we 
reached  Buffalo.  We  made  provi- 
sion for  the  whole  party,  consisting 
of  eleven  souls.  At  night  we  pitched 
our  tent,  made  a  large  fire,  cooked 
our  ham  and  made  our  tea,  and  with 
these,  and  bread,  butter,  and  cakes, 
made  our  supper ;  after  which  we- 
lodged  and  slept  safely  in  the  woods. 
Having  only  the  old  Indian  path,  it* 
kept  one  man  chopping  before  the 
team  pretty  busily  to  open  the  road. 
We  arrived  at  the  Cattaraugus  creek 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
near  the  outlet.  I  sent  a  man  up 
about  a  mile  to  an  Indian  camp  and 
cot  a  canoe,  in  which  the  family  and 
furniture  crossed  over,  the  horses 
swimming  by  the  canoe.  We  then 
tied  a  long  rope  to  the  wagon  neap 
and  drew  it  through.  Soon  after- 
wards, there  came  a  gust  of  wind 
from  the  Lake,  with  hail  and  rain. 
We  encamped  for  the  night.  It  was 
so  ordered,  that  the  squaU  lasted  not 
over  fifteen  minutes,  and  waa  the 
only  rain  we  had  until  we  finished 
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our  journey.  The  remaincter  of  the 
way  the  weather  was  mild  and  plea- 
sant, and  the  streams  were  low.  We 
arrived  at  the  first  house  in  Pennsyl- 
vania on  Friday  evening  about  dark. 
Here  I  tarried,  in  this  small  neigh- 
borhood, two  Sabbaths,  and  rested 
my  team.  On  Monday  we  went  for- 
ward again,  and  were  met  on  Tues- 
day, by  a  man  and  two  horses,  to  help 
us.  On  Friday,  we  arrived  at  Aus- 
tinburg.  We  thus  perforated  our 
journey  from  Massachusetts  to  New 
Connecticut  in  a  few  davs  over  two 
months.  We  felt  ourselves  brought 
under  peculiar  obligations  to  the  same 
God  that  called  Abraham  to  leave  his 
kindred  and  native  country  to  remove 
to  a  distant  land  among  strangers. 

In  about  two  weeks  we  got  into  a 
cabin  of  our  own,  with  flooring 
enough  to'  spread  out  our  beds,  but 
without  chair  or  table,  and  without  a 
door  being  hung,  or  the  chinks  stop- 
ped. In  this  plight  I  left  my  fa- 
mily to  make  their  garden,  and  went 
on  a  mission  tour  until  about  the  mid- 
dle of  June.  I  then  returned,  took 
a  boat  and  two  men,  and  sailed  from 
the  Ashtabula  Harbor  for  Buffalo. 
One  of  the  men  left  us  at  Erie. 
Strong  wind  and  waves  drove  us 
ashore;  and  we  had  to  beach  our  boat. 
The  next  day,  however,  we  reached 
Bnfialo ;  got  our  loading,  and«  laid 
our  course  towards  the  Reserve; 
having  another  boat  in  company, 
with  merchandise,  and  four  men. 

After  narrowly  escaping  from  wreck  he 
reached  his  home  in  safety.  The  following 
are  selected  from  many  similar  passages  of 
missionary  experience : 

I  commenced,  in  December,  1802, 
a  winter's  tour.  The  ice  was  running 
and  making  the  streams  in^passable 
in  some  places,  and  dangerous  in 
others.  Having  crossed  the  Grand 
River  and  come  to  the  Chagrin,  at 
the  common  ford,  I  found  it  filled 
with  ice  from  bank  to  bank.  T  he  sun 
was  now  about  setting.  I  returned 
three  miles  to  a  cabin  and  lodged. 
In  the  morning  I  went  on  again,  and 
after  going  up  the  river  about  three 
miles,  I  came  to  a  shallow  rapid 
where  the  ice  was  floating,  but  on  or 
near  the  opposite  side  were  lodged 
two  long  trees  about  six  feet  apart. 


Watching  for  a  vacancy  in  the  float- 
ing ice,  1  plunged  in  and  reached  the 
trees,  but  could  not  pass  them  fpr 
deep  water.  I  got  on  to  the  first, 
took  off  my  saddle-bags,  and  the  horse 
jumped  the  log ;  he  then  jumpc^l  the 
other  log, and  we  escaped  safe  to  land. 
In  this  tour  nothing  further  of  special 
interest  took  place  Until  my  return  in 
April,  1803,  when  I  had  to  swim  my 
horse  and  climb  over  on  heaps  of 
flood- wood. 

In  the  forepart  of  August.  1804,  as 
I  was  returning  from  a  southern  tour 
through  Warren,  to  save  distance,  I 
took  a  course  through  the  woods. 
Soon  after  I  entered  the  woods,  it 
began  to  rain  pouringly,  which  made 
my  progress  slow,  especially  as  1  had 
to  swim  my  horse  through  a  stream, 
raised  eight  feet  by  the  shower.  It 
continued  to  rain.  I  reached  the  only 
crossing  place  of  Grand  River  for 
many  miles,  after  sunset*  There  I 
crossed  the  river,  and  concluded  to 
camp  for  the  ni^ht.  Riding  up  to  a 
place  of  fallen  timber,  some  animal 
started  out  on  the  opposite  side.  I 
rode  a  little  by,  to'  see  what  company 
I  was  like  to  have,  and  was  met  by  a 
large  bear,  that  immediately  threat- 
ened an  attack.  I  walked  my  horse 
partly  by,  and  he  came  in  behind  me, 
and  drew  nearer.  It  now  became  so 
dark  I  could  see  nothing,  but  could 
hear  the  snuflSng  and  snapping  of 
the  bear.  To  ride  away  from  him 
was  impossible.  I  concluded  to 
climb  a  tree,  if  I  could  find  one.  I 
reined  my  horse  to  the  left,  and  limbs 
struck  ray  hat.  I  reined  him  further, 
and  he  came  with  his  shoulder  close 
to  a  beech  tree.  I  tied  the  reins  to 
some  small  limbs,  raised  my  feet  on 
the  s/addle,  and  went  on  to  the  tree. 
As  I  was  getting  upon  some  limbs 
about  six  feet  above  my  horse,  the 
bear  came  to  the  tree.  After  a  few 
minutes  he  began  smelling  at.th« 
horse,  which  paid  no  attention  to 
him,  but  continued  browsins'.  I  went 
up  about  forty  feet,  found  a  place  to  sit 
among  the  limbs,  and  tied  myself  to 
the  tree  with  a  long  bandanna.  The 
rain  now  began  to  pour  down.  The 
horse  shook  himself;  that  startled 
the  bear ;  he  went  a  few  rods  from 
the  tree,  snOffed  and  snapped  vio- 
lently, and  waited  until  near  day- 
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light,  when  he  left  the  -  ground.  I 
reached  home  about  the  middle  of  the 
day.  Bears  I  had  often  met  with, 
but  they  were  quick  out  of  sight. 
This  was  the  only  lime  I  was  inter- 
rupted by  any  wild  beast  in  all  my 
journey ings  through  the  woods. 

la  1 806  Mr.  B.  commenced  the  Indian 
Mission  at  Lower  Sandusky.  He  appears 
to  have  manifested  great  energy  in  grappling 
with  the  difficulties  necessarily  incident  to  a 
fix>ntier  enterprise  at  that  day. 

I  pursued  my  labors  with  the  In- 
dians until  some  time  in  November, 
1809,  when  I  received  a  letter  from 
my  wife  informing  me  that  our 
house  was  burned,  on  the  last 
night  of  October,  with  nearly  all 
our  provisions  and  furniture,  f  re- 
turned to  my  distressed  and  almost 
naked  family.  Soon,  with  the  help 
of  neighbors,  we  got  up .  another 
cabin.  Although  the  chastisement 
fell  upon  us  suddenly,  (and  was  no 
doubt  wisely  ordered,)  yet  we  were 
not  forsaken ;  streams  of  benevolence 
flowed  in  from  various  parts.  We 
kept  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  in 
our  family,  in  special  regard  to  our 
affliction,  accompanied  with  expres- 
sions of  gratitude.  God  had  dealt 
with  us  in  mercies  far  exceeding  his 
chastisements. 


In  1810  he  removed  to  Ashtabula,  and 
labored  in  the  ministry,  being  aided  by  the 
Mass.  Miss.  Society. 

When  the  war  of  1812  commenced,  his 
services  as  a  minister  were  earnestly  sought 
by  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  hav- 
ing gone  to  visit  them,  he  was  appointed 
brigade  chaplain  by  General  Harrison. 

I  could  not  now  return  honorably. 
In  December  we  received  orders  to 
march  for  Lower  Sandusicy.  There 
was  no  road  but  an  Indian  path 
through  low  swampy  ground.  I  ob- 
served to  the  general  that  the  route 
on  that-  path  was  impassable  for 
teams.  "  Can  you  point  out  a  better 
way  ?"  "  Yes,  I  can  lead  the  army 
through  on  mostly  dry  ground."  We 
started,  the  next  day,  with  a  guard 
of  about  twenty  men,  and  six  axe- 
men, marked  the  route  through,  and 
returned  in  five  days,  in  a  severe 
snow  storm.  The  brigade  marched 
the  second  day  after  my  return.    I 


went  as  their  pilot,  and  got  through 
safely,  on  the  third  day.  We  lay  at 
Sandusky  until  the  forepart  of  Febru- 
ary, when  we  were  ordered  on\to 
Maumee.  Here  I  continued  until  the 

Sickets  were  all  set  to  form  Fort 
feigs.    About  the  middle  of  March 
I  returned  to  my  family. 

After  various  labors  and  afflictions,  among 
which  were  the  death  of  several  members  of 
his  family,  he  adds : 

After  the  war  I  continued  preach- 
ing, with  a  very  scanty  support  from 
the  people.  I  sold  a  lot  of  land,  and 
applied  the  avails  for  my  support. 

Being  called  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  a  neighbor,  on  my  return  I  found 
my  wife  on  her  bed.  Medicine  had 
no  effect  to  remove  the  disease.  She 
languished,  in  great  distress,  until 
about  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  the  tbhrd 
day,  when  she  was  released  from 

Eain  and  sorrow  here,  to  enter,  as  we 
ad  reason  to  hope,  the  joys  of  hea- 
ven. This  was  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1818.  She  was  then  in  the  64th  year 
of  her  age.  In  early  life,  she  had 
professedf  her  faith  and  hope  in 
Christ ;  was  a  discreet  wife ;  an  afifec- 
tionate  mother ;  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian :  beloved  as  a  friend  and  neigh- 
bor. She  bore,  with  christian  forti- 
tude, the  burdens  that  often  devolved 
upon  her  in  managing  the  concerns 
of  her  family,  ^though  we  were 
subject  to  many  severe  trials,  and 
could  not  know  how  they  would  end, 
not  a  word  of  complaint  escaped  her 
lips,  but  she  often  remarked,  in  times 
of  trial,  "  We  must  trust  in  God." 

He  married  again,  and  continued  to  preach 
without  any  stated  support,  until  1826,  when 
he  obtained  a  pension  of  $96  per  annum,  as 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution. 

B'rom  this  time,  for  eight  years,  he  labored 
in  the  noiseless  scenes  of  pastoral  life,  in  the 
church  of  Gnstavus,  O.,  being  blessed  with 
some  precious  refreshing  seasons,  and  a  con- 
siderable enlargement  of  the  church.  At 
length,  in  1836,  he  retired,  through  the  infir- 
mities of  age,  from  the  responsibilities  of  a 
parochial  charge,  to  spend  the  evening  of  his 
days  with  his  only  surviving  daughter,  and 
awaits,  with  hope,  the  calling  of  his  Master 
to  a  higher  sphere,  where  no  weariness,  nor 
decay  of  vigor,  shall  suspend  his  labors  for 
his  Lord  and  Redeemer. 
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A  WESTERN  MAN'S  APPEAL  IN  BEHALF  OP  THE  WEST. 


The  mass  of  the  American  people  have  i 
heard  of  the  "great  West,"  the  *' en- 
terprising West,"  the  "  spiritually  des- 
titute West."  But  the  reality/  they 
have  never  seen,  nor  conceived  of,  even  in 
mental  vision.  They  have  seen  the  faint 
resemblance  on  the  map,  not  the  out- 
spread empire  itself.  They  have  looked 
upon  the  ingenious  drawings  of  the  painter, 
not  upon  the  living,  growing  reality.  Indeed, 
ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  West  itself  have  not  yet  opened  their 
eyes  to  the  prospective  influence  which  the 
immense  country  around  them  will  exert,  if 
earthquake,  pestilence,  or  desolating  wars, 
do  not  arrest  its  onward  career.  And  when 
the  broad  dimensions  of  the  reality  are 
drawn  before  an  eastern  or  western  audi- 
ence, it  is  next  to  impossible  to  persuade 
them  that  it  is  not  the  delineation  of  fancy, 
or  the  wild  calculation  of  enthusiasm. 

These  limited  conceptions  of  the  true  na- 
ture of  the  subject  are  the  fruitful  cause  of 
unch  of  the  apathy  with  which  we  have  to 
contend  in  making  the  church  feel  the  ex* 
tent  and  Agency  of  cur  wants,  and  the 
degree  of  her  oum  responsibility.  Gould  a 
graphic  picture  of  the  West— what  it  was 
20  years  ago,  what  it  is  now,  and  what  it 
vAU  be  20  years  hence— be  hung  up  in  the 
closet  of  every  prajring  Christian,  and  studied 
as  often  as  he  kneels  before  the  mercy  seat, 
we  might  expect  to  see  the  whole  church  in 
motion,  and  responding  aloud  to  our  nume- 
rous calls. 

From  these  imperfect  views  which  the 

largest  proportion  of  the  church  have  taken 
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of  the  time  and  labor  required  to  evangelize 
the  West,  the  opinion  has  been  general  that 
a  campaign  of  10  or  15  years,  with  liberal 
expenditures,  would  complete  the  work. 
Hence,  for  a  season,  our  descriptions  and 
appeals  were  listened  to  with  responding 
hearts.  The  eastern  church  embarked  in 
the  enterprise  with  an  intrepidity  to  some 
extent  commensurate  with  the  greatness  of 
the  undertaking.  But  moral  achievements 
cannot  be  the  work  of  a  day.  Nor  does 
success  depend  mainly  upon  the  general  and 
enlightened  zeal  with  which  the  work  is 
commenced,  but  upon  an  intelligent  view  of 
its  extent,  the  probable  time  necessary  for 
its  accomplishment,  and  the  indefatigable 
perseverance  of  those  who  engage  in  it. 
Here  is  the  point  where  the  church  has  failed 
in  her  calculations.  It  may  be  presented  in 
three  aspects : 

1.  The  TIME  it  must  take  to  establish 
firmly  the  fortifications  of  Christianity  in  a 
given  extent  of  country,  e.  g.— Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Michigan.  In 
relation  to  this  consideration  I  have  only  to 
remark,  that  the  church  kaa*  not  yet  esta- 
bUshed  a  fortification  and  efficient  guard  at 
every  point  of  influence  in  the  five  mention- 
ed states,  to  say  nothing  of  the  new  points 
which  are  yearly  opening  within  the  same 
territory. 

2.  She  has  not  property  considered  the 
REACTION,  and  almost  entire  failure,  which 
must  be  the  result,  if  she  relax  her  efibrts 
before  the  work  is  thoroughly  done.  For 
where  she  has  planted  the  standard  of  Im» 
manuel,  she  has  by  no  means  completed  the 
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bulwarks  around  it.  To  leave  them,  there- 
fere,  at  this  stage  of  their  accomplishment, 
would  be  like  abandoning  the  half-finished 
military  post  to  rot  down,  regardless  of  the 
time^  money,  and  labor  expended  upon  its 
partial  completion.  To  relax  tttoit  at  this 
point,  or  at  any  subsequent  point,  until  the 
whole  work  is  completed,  would  be  as  fatal 
to  the  cause  of  western  evangelization,  as  to 
desert  the  cause  of  temperance  when  it  has 
reached  the  steepest  and  most  difficult  point 
in  its  ascent.  Not  only  would  it  not  reach 
its  ultimate  aim,  but  in  its  retrograde  motion 
it  would  sweep  away,  like  a  headlong 
avalanche,  all  the  mementoes  of  its  past  tri- 
umphs, and  leave  the  whole  a  more  cheer- 
less waste  than  before.  Nor  has  she  con- 
sidered— 

3.  The  MEN  and  monby  required  to  occupy 
the  KEW  FIELD  which  is  daily  openins:  before 
the  swelling  tide  of  emigration.  Look  at 
Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  and  thence  onward  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains  1  The  Mississippi 
has  been  passed,  and  Illinois  is  no  longer 
the  frontier  boundary.  Already  are  her  citi- 
zens selling  their  lands  here  to  go  to  the 
"  new  purchase,"  or  Iowa.  To  my  own 
mind,  this  settles  the  alternative,  that  the 
Home  missionary  must  either  follow  in  the 
wake  of  emigration  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
or  the  tide  of  ignorance,  together  with  every 
variety  of  scepticism  and  sin,  will  rise 
higher  and  higher,  until,  in  its  reflex  influ' 
ence,  it  rolls  over  the  beautiful  monuments 
of  Puritan  in  telligence  and  piety.  U  any  are 
disposed  to  smile  at  this  intimation  of  the 
physical  greatness  of  the  West,  let  them  ex- 
amine thoroughly  "  the  causes  which  trans- 
ferred the  sceptre"  of  power  and  "  civiliza- 
tion from  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  and 
the  Nile  to  the  shores  of  Western  Europe." 
Similar  causes,  now  in  operation,  are  trans- 
planting a  prodigious  population  from  Wes- 
tern Europe  to  the  plains  of  the  Mississippi. 
And  what  power  is  there  to  stop  the  unparal- 
leled growth  of  our  nation  from  spread- 
iag  over  an  unoccupied  western  world? 
There  i©  every  thing  to  urge  the  enterprizing 
•one  of  the  West  onward.  An  untenanted 
and  luxuriant  country  is'ever  opening  before 
thera.  No  ocean  rolls  between  them  and 
the  promised  land.  A  few  day's  journey 
establishes  them  in  a  home  of  their  own. 
Besides,  jhey  have  the  assurance  that  they 


will  be  closely  followed  tip  by  civilization  and 
a  dense  population. 

We  are  not  left,  however,  to  mere  specu- 
lation as  to  the  probable  growth  of  the  West. 
There  is  a  surer  criteiion  at  hand— ^  fU^ 
tory  of  the  past  I  will,  in  this  connection, 
present  a  few  statistics  illustrating  our  extent 
of  territory,  and  the  increase  of  our  popu- 
lation: 

(1.)  In  relation  to  Territory.  The  five 
western  states  referred  to  above,  contain 
231,128  square  miles,  or  more  than  territory 
enough  to  constitute  fourteen  states  like 
those  of  New-England  and  New-Yolk. 
And  when  they  contain  a  population  of  equal 
density  on  the  square  mile  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, they  will  number  more  than  63  mil- 
lions. Nor  is  it  incredible  that,  at  a  future 
day,  such  will  he  the  denseness  of  our  popu- 
lation. For  if  England  can  sustain  them, 
we  surely  can  with  our  immense  agricultu-. 
ral  resources. 

Add  another  item.  The  single  state  of 
Illinois  contains  upwards  of  16,000  square 
miles  more  than  all  New-England,  except- 
ing Maine.  .  With  a  population,  therefore^ 
no  more  compact  than  that  of  Old  England, 
here  is  territory  enough  to  contain  the  entire 
population  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  census  of  1830.  Who  are  to  provide 
for  the  s^nritual  wants  of  the  future  multitude 
that  will  doubtless  live,  and  prepare  for  eter- 
nity on  these  prairies  ?  Who  will  lay  the 
broad  foundation  for  their  sal v ation  1  What 
a  question  for  the  present  generation  of  mi- 
nisters and  church  members  to  answer. 

We  will  turn — 

(2. )  To  the  prodigious  growth  of  our  popu' 
lation*  Forty  years  ago  the  population  of 
Illinois  was  just  215  souls,  while  that  of 
Massachusetts  was  422,645.  According  to 
the  present  census,  Illinois  numbers  475,000, 
and  Massachusetts  737,786.  If  we  compare 
the  increase  in  these  states  from  1820  to  '30, 
we  shall  find  that  the  gain  in  the  former  was 
over  185  per  cent.,  while  in  the  latter  it  was 
but  littleover  16.  Andfrom  1830  to  '40,  the  in- 
crease in  Illinois  was  more  than  300  percent, 
while  in  Massachusetts  it  was  but  a  trifle 
more  thfcn  during  the  preceding  ten  years. 

If  we  make  the  same  comparison  between 
New-Hampshire  and  Illinois,  we  shall  find 
a  still  more  decided  result  in  favor  of  the  lat- 
ter.    In  the  year   1800,  New-Hampshire 
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numbered  26|413  more  than  the  entire  jHfpu- 
lotion  of  Illinois  in  1830.  But  in  1840,  Illi- 
nois numbers  129,619  more  than  the  whole 
population  of  New-Hampshire !  What  bold 
strides  are  these  towards  numerical  superi- 
ority in  the  counsels  of  our  nation.  What  a 
consideration,  too,  when  we  remember  that 
the  "democracy  of  numbers"  is, to  control 
the  destinies  of  this  great  republic ! 

From  1820  to '30,  the  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation of  New- York  was  191,346  greater  than 
the  increase  in  Ohio  for  the  same  10  years. 
But  from  1830  to  '40,  the  actual  increase  in 
Ohio  was  68,943  more  than  in  New- York. 
Here,  then,  is  the  astonishing  fact,  that 
While  New-York  has  greatly  outstripped  all 
her  rivals  east  of  the  mountains  for  the  last 
40  years,  the  last  10  years  has  given  the  palm 
to  Ohio  by  the  large  number  of  68,943.  This 
fact  illustrates  the  almost  incredible  growth 
of  our  population.  Forty  years  ago  Ohio 
was  a  vast  wilderness,  containing  but  a 
trifle  over  45,000  inhabitants.  Now  they 
amount  to  more  than  a  million  and  a 
half !  Who  wi|  talk  of  exaggerated  state- 
ments, or  femciful  speculations,  with  such 
official  data  before  them.  And  will  not  the 
fiiture  equal  the  past  7  What  high  embank- 
ments wi^  prevent  this  amazing  tide,  which 
is  pouring  in  upon  us,  from  rolling  on  with 
fax  broader  and  accelerated  surges?  The 
eastern  statesman,  from  political  motives, 
may  endeavor  to  prevent  emigration.  But 
he  may  as  well  attempt  to  chain  the  eastern 
tempest  at  Bunker  Hill,  or  prevent  it  from 
sweeping  over  the  plains  of  our  own  Missis- 
sippi. It  cannot  be  done.  The  construction 
of  every  new  oanal  and  railroad  will  increase 
the  transition  from  the  East  to  the  West. 
And  while  steam  ships  are  multiplying  to 
bear  the  population  of  Europe  to  our  shores, 
and  our  own  lakes  and  artificial  streams  are 
crowded  with  vessels  which  wait  their  arri- 
val, the  process  will  go  on.  All  the  signs  of 
the  times  indicate  that  a  world  hitherto 
''  unoccupied,"  to  a  large  extent,  is  now  to 
be  populated.  And  certain  it  is,  the  resources 
of  this  rich  valley  will  no  longer  remain  un- 
explored and  undeveloped.  The  growth  of 
the  world's  population  will  need  them,  and, 
without  doubt,  will  call  them  all  into  requisi- 
tion. 
The  question  then  returns,  who  will  direct 
'this  mighty  influence  aright 7    Who  will 


make  it  the  means  of  sahratioa  to  a  ruined 
race.  That  the  mass  of  mind  hereaft^  to 
be  congregated  in  these  plains  will  exert  aa 
influence  proportioned  to  the  vastness  of 
this  western  continent,  no  reflecting  Chris- 
tian can  doubt.  What  shall  this  impression 
be  7  Shall  it  be  for  Christ  or  Belial  1  Will 
it  mitigate  or  augment  the  sufierings  of  apos- 
tate mani  Here  is  the  problem  for  the 
church  to  solve.  On  it  hangs  the  aU—ihe 
eternity  of  millions  yei  to  exist !  And  if  the 
ministry  would  meet  the  question  with  an 
interest,  only  in  part  befitting  its  intrinsic 
importance,  it  would  be  the  harbinger  of  sal- 
vation to  multitudes  whom  I  fear  will  be 
oflered  like  hecatombs  on  the  altar  of  sin. 
This  topic  will  be  presented  in  its  pn^r 
place. 

With  tltese  statistics  and  considerations 
before  us,  let  us  examine  the  actual  state  of 
things  in  the  West. 

lihB  first  feature  which  I  shall  present  is 
the  unprecedented  combination  of  dtaraettr 
which  is  to  be  found  here.  It  would  be  no 
less  difficult  than  superfluous  to  attempt  a 
minute  classification.  But  for  all  practical 
purposes  it  may  be  presented  under  the  four 
following  heads : 

(1.)  The  independent  and  self-made  soin 
of  the  West.  (2.)  The  shrewd  and  money- 
making  New-England  emigrant  (3.)  A 
class  formed  from  an  amalgamation  of  eas- 
tern and  western  mind,  M^ich  constitutes 
the  passive  portion  of  society,  never  acting, 
but  always  acted  upon.  (4.)  Foreign  emi- 
grants, involving  all  the  variety  of  European 
character. 

The  intellect  and  controllmg  influences  are 
by  no  means  confined  to  eastern  men. 
There  is  much  sanctified,  and  much  unsane- 
tified  energy,  bom  and  matured  in  the 
West  This  is  a  fact  that  should  be  under- 
stood and  weighed  throughout  the  Bast. 
It  would  prepare  our  future  missionaries  to 
come  here  with  more  enlarged  notions  of 
western  attainments  and  enterprise,  and  en- 
able them  to  adapt  themselves,  far betto'  than 
they  have  done,  to  western  minds,  so  sensi- 
tive on  this  subject.  This  independent  class 
of  western  men  have  their  own  way  of  doing 
things ;  and  in  the  curcumstances,  in  many 
cases,  it  is  to  be  preferred  to  any  form  of 
eastern  importation.  Therefore  the  mis- 
sionary who  comes  here  expecting  to  tn- 
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graft  the  entire  system  of.  eastern  notions 
upon  the  West,  will  find  but  little  favor  with 
this  class  of  men. 

One  of  the  members  of  my  session  is  a 
western  man.  For  nearly  sixty  years  he 
has  never  breathed  any  other  than  a  wes- 
tern atmosphere.  He  possesses  a  clear 
head  and  a  warm  heart.  But  to  this  day  he 
is  prejudice  against  the  East.  And  for  this 
reason :  The  wife  of  a  missionary  asked  a 
iiiU  grown  western  woman,  Who  made  her? 
The  West,  improperly  perhaps,  yet  honestly, 
regard  such  questions  as  evidence  of  intole- 
rable self*conceit. 

In  relation  to  the  fourth  class,  I  need  only 
remark  that  they  are  greatly  increasing. 
Men  are  here  meeting  from  all  parts  of 
Europe  to  compare  the  merits  of  their  re- 
spective creeds.  And  each  will  contend 
warmly  for  the  territory'  which  they  all 
claim. 

Here,  then,  is  a  specimen  of  the  materials 
which  are  coming  together  on  this  great 
western  theatre.  And,  depend  upon  it,  truth 
will  be  compelled  to  join  issue  with  all  the 
varying  and  multiform  errors  that  have 
ever  convulsed  society  and  ruined  mankind. 
Here  is  to  be  the  spot  for  making  bold  expe- 
■riment&  Theerrorist  selects  the  West  as 
the  appropriate  soil  in  which  his  system 
will  luxuriate.  The  revolutionist  abandons 
the  well  fortified  institutions  of  the  East  to 
commence  the  work  of  convulsion  and  over- 
throw, where  he  finds  the  mind  afloat  and 
ready  for  a  change.  In  a  word,  every  system 
has  its  advocates,  and  every  system  has  its 
*  adherents.  The  standing  rule  of  a  large 
portion  of  our  population  is,  "  Give  every 
man  a  hearing."  The  consequence  is,  every 
man  makes  proselytes. 

What  a  novel  spectacle  do  these  facts  ex- 
hibit! Here  are  minds  collected  from  the 
four  winds.  They  are  held  together  by  no 
fixed  principles,  no  homogeneous  prefe- 
rences, and  by  no  long  established  usages. 
On  what  new  consolidation  they  will  finally 
settle  down  remains  for  the  future  historian 
to  describe.  How  much  does  such  a  popula- 
tion need  to  be  followed  up  by  men  of  strong 
minds,  of  sound  judgment,  of  established 
principle,  and  of  ardent  piety. 

A  second  iUuairation  which  might  be 
given  of  the  state  of  things  Ivere,  is  the 
object  which    induced    the    multitude  to 


emigrate.  The  primary  and  avowed 
object  is  WKALTH.  Many  of  all  classes 
have  admitted  to  the  writer  that  the 
grand  object  which  brought  them  here  was 
to  get  rich.  The  heavy  capitahst,  the  well 
established  lawyer  and  physician,  and— alas 
that  it  is  so — the  popular  and  well  supported 
ministert  remain  at  the  East.  But  the  ar- 
dent and  aspiring  who  cannot  compete  with 
the  established  fortunes  and  confirmed  repu- 
tation of  similar  professions  in  the  East, , 
come  hither  to  be  the  future  men  of  wealth 
and  professional  influence.  This  is  the  mag- 
net which  first  attracted  them  here,  and  it 
now  governs  ail  their  conduct.  Each  im- 
parts additional  heat  and  motion  to  his 
neighbor,  until  the  whole  mass  are  on  the 
high  way  of  excited  competition.  Mammon 
is  the  acknowledged  god,  and  by  common 
consent  they  have  i»ostrated  themselves 
before  his  altar. 

How,  then,  are  we  to  bring  minds  jmder 
such  excitement  within  the  influence  of 
truth  1  How  can  they  be  drawn  from  the 
shrine  of  their  idol  long  enough  to  show 
them  a  more  excellent  way  1  We  have  no 
artificial  means  of  attracting  men  to  the 
house  of  God.  There  is  no  well  organized 
pubHc  sentiment— resulting  from^  principle 
or  habit—in  favor  of  keeping  "  holy  day" 
within  sacred  enclosures.  We  have  few 
inviting  edifices  reared  according  to  Corin- 
thian or  Gothic  taste— few  of  the  charms  of 
vocal  or  instrumental  music.  And  but  sel- 
dom are  we  blessed  with  men  among  us  of 
that  general  celebrity  which  draws  the  mul- 
titude to  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Now,  to 
all  this,  add  another  item— an  ordinary  mi- 
nister delivering  an  undigested  discourse.  Is 
there  any  thing  in  all  this  calculated  to  ar- 
rest the  attention  of  the  young  speculator, 
or  merchant,  who  is  in  hot  pursuit  of  bis 
cherished  object  7  or  our  young  professional 
men  who  have  entered  a  new  arena  of  more 
hopeful  competition  1  Suppose,  moreover, 
there  is  a  strong  public  sentiment  setting 
fromf  instead  of  towards  the  house  of  wor- 
ship. Is  it  to  be  expected  that  religion  will 
flourish  in  such  circumstances— that  the  Bible 
will  get  a  strong  hold  of  such  a  people? 
Which  will  probably  take  the  deepest  roi»t, 
and  yield  the  most  luxuriantly,  infidelity  or 
the  doctrines  of  the  cross?  Alas!  the  infidel 
sentiments,  which  are  boldly  defended  by  the 
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most  gifted  of  our  young  men,  furnish  the 
fearful  premonition  of  what  the  future  will 
be.  Riches  being  the  paramount  object,  if 
the  Bible  interpose  its  authority  against  sa- 
crificing  the  soul  on  their  altar,  that  aytho- 
rity  must  be  denied,  its  sanctions  derided, 
and  its  whole  influence  prostrated.  Hence 
the  shout  comes  from  the  oouit-touse,  the 
ball-room,  and  the  assembly  (^  the  wine- 
bibbers,  "  Away  with  it,  awar  with  it  I" 

This  is  an  unlovely  picture  indeed.  And 
thrice  happy  would  the  w/iter  be  if  he  could 
persuade  himself  that  it  ia  loo  highly  colored. 
But  when  the  most  incredulous  have  made 
their  deductions,  there  remains  still  enough 
to  call  for  the  immediate  action  of  the 
church  and  hennim8^er8,es[^ecially  of  the  lat- 
ter. These  haire  been,  and  ar^  ever  to  be, 
the  main  spi^s  in  our  moral  machinery. 
The  ministry  is  the  spiritual  thermometer 
by  which  v^e  are  to  gauge  the  zeal  and  sym 
pathtes  «f  the  church.  If  the  ministry  are 
unioiformed  in  relatbn  to  any  subject,  so 
wKl  i^e  the  church. 

This  being  admitted,.the  pastor  should  so- 
lemnly weigh  hit  responsibility  in  relation 
to  the  West.  He  should  enter  his  closet, 
and  on  his  knees  settle  the  following  ques- 
tions :  "  Have  I  ever  measured  the  real  di- 
mensions of  this  subject  1  Have  I  made  its 
legitimate  claims  upon  myatlf  a  matter  of 
distinct,  prayerful,  and  continued  thought? 
Have  I  enlightened  my  people  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  put  them  in  possession  of  facts  cal- 
culated to  inspire  them  with  the  spirit  of 
"  Home  Missions  7"  Have  I  satisfied  my 
conscience,  on  good  grounds,  that  it  is  not 
my  duty  to  become  a  "  Home  Missionary  7" 
The  pastor  who  has  not  done  this,  whether 
he  be  the  honored,  the  titled  or  beloved,  or 
the  hard-working,  secluded  servant  of  Jesus, 
unknown  to  fame,  has  not  done  his  duty. 
The  fact  that  a  man  has  great  influence,  is 
by  no  means  priTna  fade  evidence  that 
it  is  his  duty  to  remain  at  the  East.  The 
West  needs  "  great  men,"  possessing  great 
self-denial.  Hitherto,  perhaps,  you  havej 
taken  it  for  granted  that  you  must  not  come 
because  your  church  is  importunate  for  you 
to  remain.  This  is  not  legitimate  reasoning. 
While  on  a  visit  to  the  East  the  writer  had  a 
most  pressing,  as  well  as  flattering  invita- 
tion to  settle  there.    But  conscience  told  him 
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thsc  the  West,  with  all  iu  privations,  had 
faigher  claims  i4)on  him.  It  may  b«  so  with 
you.  Settle  this  question,  however,  as  you 
may,  neglect  not  to  inform  your  people. 
Circulate  among  them  the  publications  of 
the  "Home  Missionary  Society."  Read 
theur  annual  reports  and  pray  over  them. 
Study  the  geography  of  our  country,  and 
the  foots  brought  to  light  by  the  last  census, 
and  then  present  the  whole  subject  to  your 
people.  Make  it  a  standing  topic  of  discus- 
sion until  your  old  men  are  willing  to  conse- 
crate their  money  and  children  to  this  work, 
and  your  young  men  feel  that  the  Lord 
Jesus  is  calling  them  to  this  part  of  his  vine- 
yard to  labor  till  they  die.  No  pastor,  I  re- 
peat, can  satisfy  an  enlightened  conscience 
until  he  has  done  as  much  as  this. 

I  respectfully  submit,  also,  whether  the 
professors  in  our  theological  schools  do  not 
owe  a  duty  to  the  West.  Should  they  not 
present  its  wants  before  the  young  men  soon 
to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  sacred 
office  7  Can  they  see  infidelity  taking  deep 
root,  and  luxuriating  here,  without  per- 
suading some  of  their  strongest  and  most 
devoted  sons  to  "  come  over,"  and,  under 
God,  arrest  its  progress  1 

A  third  class  to  whom  this  subject  appeals, 
are  the  young  men  about  to  select  the  field  . 
of  their  future  labors.  With  these  I  should 
like  to  sit  down  and  expostulate.  I  would 
ask  them  to  look  at  the  statistics  presented 
in  this  appeal  in  relation  to  our  extent  of  ter- 
ritory—to our  augmenting  numbers— to  the 
wonderful  combination  of  character  Mrhich 
we  present — to  our  restless  enterprise,  and 
to  our  general  rush  after  the  world !  Must 
this  amazing  multitude,  pressing  on  to  eter- 
nity, die  for  "  lack  of  vision,"  iiythout  an 
attempt  to  rescue  ?  ^ 

Who  will  listen  to  our  calls  7  Who  will 
come  and  build,  as  did  the  faithful  Paul,  on 
their  own  foundations  7  Who  will  have  the 
patience  and  intrepidity  to  lead  an  infant 
church  through  all  its  vicissitudes  up  to 
vigorous  manhood  7  Such  are  the  men  we 
need ;  and  they,  too,  are  the  men  who  will 
reap  a  harvest  of  glory  in  heaven.  But  can 
they  be  found  7  If  not,  well  may  we  go 
back  to  the  tomb  of  Paul,  and  long  for  the 
resurrection  of  the  spirit  which  has  so  long 
slumbered  here  I 
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REVIVALS  OP  RELipiON. 

Again  it  is  our  privilege  to  make  the 
Home  Missionary  the  bearer  of  glad  tidings  to 
oar  readers.  For  a  few  weeks  past  the  illus- 
trations of  the  presence  and  grace  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  the  missionary  field,  have 
been  more  numerous  than  during  the  pre- 
vious portion  of  the  year.  We  have  selected 
two  letters  from  our  recent  correspon- 
dence, and  give  them  at  length,  that  the  pa- 
trons of  our  Society  may  rejoice  in  the 
frnits,  which,  through  their  beneficence  and 
prayers,  are  gathered  from  the  field,  that 
otherwise  would  be  as  barren  and  unblessed 
18  the  moontains  of  Oilboa. 

WISCONSIN. 

From  Re9.  */.  Porter,  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin. 

INSTALLATION  AND  REVIVAL. 

In  making  my  second  report  from 
my  present  field  of  labor,  I  have  to 
speak  of  rich  mercies  and  unmerited 
blessings. 

During  this  quarter  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  has  been  moving  the  minds 
of  Christians  to  more  fervent  prayer, 
and  to  renewed  efforts,  for  the  con- 
Yersion  of  sinners.  And  their  labors 
have  been  crowned  with  some  suc- 
cess. 

The  Spirit  was  here  with  some  de- 
gree of  power,  and  some  were  anx- 
iously- asking  the  way  of  salvation, 
before  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year ;  and  we  were  confidently  ex- 
pecting a  blessing  from  the  Lord  to 
accompany  the  services  of  installa- 
tion, when  the  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian and  Congregational  Conven 
tion  of  Wisconsin  should  arrive. 

The  brethren  reached  here  on  the 
Ist  and  2d  of  January,  having  travel 
led  about  200  miles,  to  establish  the 
pastoral  relation  between  myself  and 
Ibis  church. 


On  ftabbath,  Jan.  3d,  though  the 
mercury  itood  28°  below  zero  in  the 
morning,  &nd  12"*  below  at  sunset, 
the  brethren  preached  to  solemn  and 
interesting  audiences ;  and  the  Lord's 
supper  was  al  ministered  to  about 
fifty  communicajts.  The  installation 
took  place  on  Monday  the  4th-.- 
the  mercury  at  sun-rise  32*=*  below 
zero ;  yet  we  had  a  ffood  audience, 
and  a  solemn  and  deSghtful  season. 
Until  within  the  past  ihree  months 
the  pastoral  relation  hhi  never  been 
constituted  in  Wisconsin,  and  but 
one  other  case  yet  exists  u  the  Ter- 
ritory. On  this  accQUDt  hwas  an 
interesting  day ;  and  the  evemi  hope 
will  be  remembered  with  delight  by 
pastor  and  people  through  etemhy. 
If  we  perform  faithfully  onr  several 
duties,  I  am  confident  it.will  be. 

Several  brethren  remained  with 
us  during  the  week,  laboring  for  the 
salvation  of  souls,  "  the  Lord  work- 
ing with  them,  with  signs  following.'^ 
Since  that  lime  I  have  been  laboring 
comparatively  alone,  in  the  midst  of 
a  field  white  for  the  harvest.  The 
Spirit  of  the  ^ord  has  gone  before 
me,  and  prepared  the  way  of  access 
to  many  hearts,  while  for  the  past 
three  weeks  I  have  been  going  daily 
from  house  to  house,  beseeching  men 
with  tears  to  be  reconciled  to  God. 
The  work  seems  deep  and  still,  and 
is  evidently  the  work  of  God  the 
Holy  Ghost.  During  these  weeks  I 
have  been  delighted  in  seeing  hus- 
bands and  wives  rejoicing  in  each 
other's  conversion — christian  wives 
exulting  that  their  husbands,  when 
they  were  ready  to  despair,  had  been 
given  in  answer  to  their  prayers ; 
parents  weeping  with  joy  over  their 
children  hopefully  regenerated;  a 
Sabbath  school,  both  teachers  and 
scholars,  dissolved  in  tears,  while  se- 
veral of  the  dear  youth  expressed  a 
hope  that  Christ  had  been  formed  in 
their  souls ;  servants  witnessing  be- 
I  fore  their  employers  and  the  people^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1841. 


THE*  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


tn 


for  their  Lord  and  Bayioiir;^  and  many 
who,  though  bearing  the  Christian's 
name,  had  long  walked  in  darkness, 
receive  a  new  song,  and  return  to 
their  first  deeds  and  first  lore. 

And  during  these  weeks  I  haye 
been  almost  daily  in  scenes  of  thril- 
ling interest.  Weeping  wives  plead- 
ing for  the  conversion  of  their  hus- 
bands and  children  ;  husbands  weep- 
ing and  pleading  with  their  wives, 
to  submit  their  hearts  to  God;  and 
children  pleading  for  the  regenera- 
tion of  their  parents*  In  addition  to 
these  delightful  labors,  I  have  had 
the  privilege  of  attending  a  religious 
meeting  every  evening  but  two  since 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  now 
four  weeks.  They  have  been  to  my 
soul  blessed  weeks.  If  God  would 
deign  to  use  me  thus  my  life  long,  I 
should  be  unspeakably  happy.  I  am 
praying  and  hoping,  and,  I  believe, 
the  church  also,  with  sotne  degree  of 
faith,  that  what  we  have  seen  may 
be  but  the  first  handful  of  the  reaper 
before  an  abundant  harvest — for 
there  are  a  multitude  of  precious 
souls  here  bound  to  myself  and  the 

f people  of  God  by  most  tender  ties, 
ike  the  young  man  whom  Jesus 
loved,  and  for  whom  he  died,  who 
are  yet  unpersuaded  to  forsake  all 
and  follow  Christ.  In  view  of  this, 
my  soul  is  sometimes  exceeding 
sorrowful,  and  I  am  ready  to  spiritu- 
alize the  language  of  Rachel,  and 
say,  "  Give  me  children,  or  I  die."  I 
believe  the  work  is  going  forward 
with  silence,  but  with  power.  To- 
day, a  husband  about  forty  years  of 
age,  has  come  six  miles  to  confer  on 
me  a  favor,  and  to  talk  about  his 
soul ;  and  on  his  knees,  for  the  first 
time,  to-day  has  asked  God  to  have 
mercy  on  him.  For  some  weeks  he 
has  been  seriously  inquiring,  and 
seems  resolved  not  to  rest  until  he  has 
a  contrite  spirit.  One  instance  of 
hopeful  conversion  is  that  of  the 
mother  of  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  peculiarly*^interesling  fami- 
lies of  the  place,  of  about  sixty  years 
of  age. 

In  addition  to  these  particulars 
concerning  my  own  field  of  labor,  I 
will  mention  some  facts  concerning 
the  Indians  on  this  frontier.    Among 


the  Bro^vtowas,  about  fiMrty^-five 
miM  south  of  this,  who  have  beea 
admitted  to  citizenship  in  this  terri* 
tory,  and  whc^  are  substantial  farm- 
ers, there  has  been  recentlv  a  pre- 
cious ittvival  connected  with  the  la- 
bors of  Methodist  preachers. 

And  the  mission  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
F.  M.,  among  the  Stockbridge's, 
thirty-six  miles  south  of  this,  is  now 
enjoying  a  season  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

Neither  of  the  tribes  just  mention- 
ed allow  ardent  spirits  to  be  sold 
within  their  reservations. 

Let  me  now,  beg  those  who  have 
remembered  us,  (and  in  ftnswer  to 
whose  prayers  we  may  believe  the 
blessings,  of  which  we  now  speak, 
have  descended),  to  plead  still  more 
confidently  and  earnestly  that  He 
who  hath  begun  a  good  work  with 
us,  will  carry  it  on  until  every  heart 
here  shall  love  God,  and  every  jnonth 
praise  him. 


MJCHIOAN. 

From  the  Rev,  Sylvester  Cockrofie, 
Verwiontville,  Mich. 

A   STRIKING   OISPLAT   OF   TBE   GRACB 

OF  Gon. 

In  order  fully  to  appreciate  the  interest  of 
the  following  narrative,  the  reader  ought  to 
know,  that  the  settlement  of  Vermontville 
is  a  colony  of  families  from  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont, who  removed  to  the  interior  of  Michi- 
gan, a  little  more  than  three  years  ago,  and 
purchased  lands  in  a  region  quite  remote 
from  any  other  settlement.  They  began 
on  the  principle  that  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel,  and  the  institutions  of  religion  and 
education,  which  follow  in  its  train,  are  in- 
dispensable to  the  welfare  of  a  community. 
They  excluded  ardent  spirits  from  the  settle- 
ment, and  made  vigorous  efforts,  according 
to  their  ability,  to  secure  for  their  children 
such  social  influences  as  might  be  the  means 
of  a  high  tone  of  moral  conduct  here,  and 
of  salvation  hereafter.  Aid  being  necessary 
to  the  support  of  their  minister,  the  Ameri- 
can Home  Missionary  Society  has  from  the 
first  extended  to  them  its  helping  band.  One 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


373 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


April, 


of  the  aaxiliaries  of  the  Sociaey,  ^  The. 
Sebbath  Scholars'  Missionary  Association  of 
the  Carmine-street  Church  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  has  annoallr  raised  the  amount 
requisite  for  this  purpose,  and  our  missionary 
has  occasionally  addressed  to  thera  letters 
describing  his  field,  sind  soliciting  their 
prayers,  as  well  as  their  alms.  At  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  teachers  and  scho- 
lars of  this  association,  they  have  made  spe- 
cial supplication  to  God  that  his  blessing 
might  rest  on  the  labors  of  this  missionary, 
and  of  others  to  whom  they  were  similarly 
related.  It  will  be  seen  from  what  follows, 
that  God  has  heard  prayer,  and  returned  an 
answer  of  peace. 

You  have  already  been  advised  of 
the  circa  instances  of  the  church  and 
congregation  to  which,  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  I  have  been  called  to 
minister.  I  commenced  my  labors 
here  nearly  three  years  and  a  half 
since,  where  all  was  comparatively 
a  dark  and  howling  wilderness— 

"  Where  nothing  dwelt  but  beasts  of  prey, 
Or  men  as  fierce  and  wild  as  they.'' 

During  the  whole  time  that  I  have 
labored  in  this  field  I  have  toiled 
alone;  I  have  had  no  brother  in  the 
ministry  to  whom  I  could  unbosom 
my  feelings,  or  unfold  my  trials  and 
discouragements.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  etfect  an  exchange  of  minis- 
terial labor  in  a  single  instance  since 
I  came  into  the  western  country. 
And  no  minister  belonging  to  Michi- 
gan has  ever  come  to  see  me,  or  set 
his  foot  on  my  field  of  labor  from  the 
time  of  my  first  arrival. 

Thus  situated  I  felt  a  strong  desire 
to  send  the  Macedonian  cry  to  some 
dear  brother  in  the  ministrv,  and  say, 
"  Come  over  and  help  us."  Accord- 
ingly, we  invited  Rev.  Mr.  Wilder, 
of  Marshall,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Morton, 
of  Bellevue,  to  come  and  visit  us. 
These  brethren  came  at  the  appoint- 
ed time.  Nothing  was  said  about 
holding  a  protracted  meeting,  and 
such  was  the  state  of  things  that  lit- 
tle or  no  preparation  was  made  for  a 
visit  from  the  Lord.  As  these  bre- 
thren had  kindly  come  to  see  us,  we 
thought  it  best  to  hold  a  few  meet- 


ings, since  we  conld  avail  ourselves 
of  their  labors.  But  the  very  first 
meeting  that  we  appointed  was  sreat- 
ly  blessed;  and  all  unprepared  and 
faithless  as  we  were,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  evidently  in  the  midst  of  us. 

The  next  day  was  the  Sabbath. 
And  now  there  began  to  be  a  break- 
ioffdown  among  those  who  professed 
toloveZion.  Even  some  of  the  church 
had,  at  the  beginning,  expresseii  a 
strong  disapprobation  of  taking  any 
measures  to  revive  the  work  of  the 
Lord— said  that  nothing  coilld  be 
done.  But  before  the  Sabbath  had 
ended,  these  individuals  clearly  saw 
that  God  had  come  among  us  in  spite 
of  their  unbelief.  And  now  one  be- 
gan to  confess  his  wrong,  and  then 
another  and  another,  till  all  seemed 
to  be  in  the  dust  before  God.  And 
all  this  was  so  clearly  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  that  it  was  manifest 
to  every  one.  There  was  no  urging, 
nor  holding  back,  nor  disposition  to 
cover  up  the  sins,  which  had  hither- 
to kept  away  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 
A  general  impression  seemed  to  pre- 
vail, that  since  the  Saviour  had  ac- 
tually come  among  us,  the  stumbling 
blocks  must  be  removed,  and  the  way 
prepared  for  him  to  do  his  own  work. 

And  now,  though  all  was  still  and 
quiet  and  orderly,  yet  the  work  of  the 
Lord  began  to  move  onward  with 
amazing  power.  The  very  Spirit  it- 
self seemed  to  go  out  into  the  bye- 
ways  and  hedges,  and  into  every 
dwelling,  and  to  do  the  very  work 
which,  in  other  cases,  is  to  be  accom- 
plished by  human  instrumentality. 
The  impenitent,  without  a  single  ex- 
ception, were  compelled  to  come  in; 
and  while  the  truths  which  they 
heard  were  the  same  that  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  hear,  and  pre- 
sented much  in  the  same  way,  yet 
these  truths  now  became  quick  and 
powerful,  and  sharper  than  a  two- 
edged  sword.  This  state  of  things  en- 
larged the  desires  of  the  church,  and 
it  was  announced  that  our  prayers 
and  our  faith  must  embrace  every 
impenitent  soul  in  the  settlement ; 
and  that  we  must  not  be  satisfied  till 
we  could  see  every  unconverted  indi- 
vidual at  the  feet  of  Jesus  Christ.  We 
remembered  the  promise  of  the  Lord, 
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"  Open  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I  will 
fill  it;"  and  never  has  a  promise  been 
more  strikingly  and  singularly  ful- 
filled. ^^  ^ 

One  evening,  in  particular,  during 
the  progress  of  the  work,  was  an 
evening  of  awful  solemnity,  and  over- 
whelming power.  On  that  evening, 
like  the  disciples  of  old,  we  were 
"  all  with  one  accord,  in  one  place." 
There  was  no  noise ;  all  was  solemn 
and  silent  Hardly  a  word  was  ut- 
tered, but  what  was  uttered  in  the 
language  of  prayer.  Now  and  then, 
a  song  of  Zion  was  sung,  slow  and  so- 
lemn, and  in  a  voice  so  soft,  that  it  was 
like  the  whisper  of  the  gentle  breeze ; 
and  it  seemed  to  cometo  the  heart,  like 
the  still,  small  voice  of  God's  eternal 
Spirit,saying  to  every  impenitentsoul, 

"  Hearts  of  stone  relent,  relent, 
Break,  by  Jesus'  cross  subdued.'' 

On  that  evening,  every  soul  seemed 
to  feel  that  Jesus  was  there;  and  the  im- 
pression could  not  have  been  deeper, 
if  he  had  come  and  stood  in  a  visible 
form  in  the  midst  of  us.  That  was 
an  evening  of  great  agony  in  prayer 
— an  evening  in  which  Zion  travailed 
and  brought  forth  children.  For  on 
that  evening,  the  first  soul  was  born 
of  God,  and  before  morning,  others 
were  rejoicing  in  hope.  The  particu- 
lar occasion  of  this  overwhelming 
display  of  divine  grace  we  did  not 
then  understand.  But  we  think  we 
can  clearly  see  through  it  now.  The 
next  day  I  happened  to  look  into  a 
letter  you  wrote  me  nearly  a  year 
since,  and  I  found,  to  my  unspeakable 
joy  and  surprise,  though  I  was  not 
aware  of  it  at  the  time,  that  this  me- 
morable evening  was  the  evening  of 
the  second  ]\poc^y  in  the  month,  the 
very  one  on  Vfkic^.  your  kind  asso- 
ciation in  Nf|\v*Vjprk  were  assembled 
to  pray  for  tw.  O,  dear  brother,  did 
not  you  and  your  kind  associates 
pray  in  faitU  on  that  evening  ?  We 
are  your  witnesses  that  your  prayers 
were  answered,  and  that  the  promise 
of  God  was  fulfilled  to  you,  that 
"  While  they  call  upon  me,  I  will  an- 
swer; and  while  they  are  yet  speaking, 
I  will  hearP  By  many  in  this  place, 
I  trustj  that  evening  will  be  re^mem- 


bered^with  joy  and  gratitude  to  all 
eternity. 

Brother  Wilder  had  other  engage- 
ments, which  rendered  it  necessary 
for  him  to  leave  on  Monday,  after 
staying  with  us  only  two  days  and  a 
half.  The  work,  however,  still  went 
on.  We  assembled  together  in  the 
afternoon  and  evening  of  each  day 
during  the  week.  A  shortsermon, 
containing  a  brief  and  simple  exhi- 
bition of  some  Gospel  truth,  was 
preached  at  the  afternoon  service; 
and  the  evenings  were  mostly  spent 
in  prayer,  for  it  had  been  clearly 
seen  by  all,  that  prayer  was  mighty 
and  would  prevail.  Hardly  any  thing 
was  said  in  the  form  of  exhortation, 
for  the  evidence  that  God*s  Spirit 
was  among  us,  was  so  clear,  that  we 
felt  disposed  rather  to  sit  down  in 
silent  awe,  and  cover  our  faces  in 
shame,  and  sufier  him  to  do  his  own 
work,  in  bis  own  way. 

As  we  have  already  said,  in  the 
early  part  of  this  blessed  work,  one 
impenitent  soul  began  to  yield,  and 
then  another,  as  the  work  advanced. 
Now,  a  father,  and  then,  a  mother — 
now,  a  husband,  and  then,  a  wife; 
now,  a  young  man,  and  then,  a  young 
woman,  and  then,  a  child  in  the  Sab- 
bath school,  were  brought,  one  after 
another,  to  yield  themselves  up  a 
willing  sacrifice  to  the  living  God. 
One  family  altar  after  another  was 
reared,  and  prayer  began  to  ascend 
to  Goa  from  lips  which,  perhaps,  had 
never  prayed  before.  Every  day 
brought  to  the  place  of  worship  some 
who  had  not  been  there  before :  and 
none  left  withoht  having  their  mind 
solemnly    and    deeply     impressed. 

We  cannot  say  that  the  Spirit  has 
come  down  upon  us  like  a  "  rushing, 
mighty  wind,"  as  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
ticost;  for  no  work  was  ever  more 
still,  and  solemn.  The  whole  has 
been  effected  by  the  still,  small  voice 
of  the  Spirit  of  God.  But  though 
his  operation  has  been  so  silent,  yet 
salvation  has  gone  throughout  the 
settlement  like  a  mighty  wave  of  the 
sea,  that  leaves  hardly  any  thing  be^ 
hind  it.  I  have  before  passed  through 
many  revivals  of  religion,  but  this  ex- 
hibited some  features  entirely  differ- 
ent from  what  I  have  seen  in  any. 
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Every  imuenitent  person  within 
the  limits  ot  our  village  seemed  to 
be  deeply  impressed,  almost  at  the 
very  commencement  of  the  work. 
Not  a  single  soul  remained  careless, 
and  every  one  seemed  to  feel,  and  to 
say  in  his  own  heart,  "Now  is  the 
time  for  me  to  seek  the  salvation  of 
my  soul."  Though  no  exertion  was 
made  to  get  the  impenitent  out  to 
meeting,  yet  every  one  came — clear- 
ly, led  to  the  very  place  where  sal- 
vation was  to  be  poured  down  by  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

Never,  perhaps,  was  there  a  work 
of  grace,  in  which  4he  hand  of  God 
has  been  more  strikingly  displayed, 
or  in  which  he  has  reserved  the 
glory  more  exclusively  to  himself 
When  the  work  commence^,  the 
church,  as  I  have  already  said,  were 
unprepared.  I  know  not  that  among 
all  who  professed  to  love  Zion,  there 
was  "faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed."  In  the  progress  of  the  work, 
however,  I  trust  that  this  faith  was 
increased,  and  took  a  strOng  hold  of 
the  promises  of  God. 

There  seemed  to  be  more  of  heaven 
in  this  work,  than  in  any  other  I  have 
ever  witnessed.  It  was  said  bv  one 
who  was  a  subject  of  the  work,  "  I 
dannot  see  how  our  frail  natures 
could  bear  any  more  than  this ;"  and 
every  pious  soul  was  constrained  to 
say. 


*SMy  willing  soul  wonW  stay, 

Id  audi  a  frame  as  this, 
And  sit  and  sing  herself  away 
To  everlasting  bliss." 

And  now,  as  to  the  final  results  of 
this  work,  you  are  not  to  expect  to 
hear  of  hundr-eds  being  converted  to 
God  ;  because  they  are  not  here. 
Other  revivals,  in  large  villages  and 
in  a  more  dense  population  have  sur- 
passed this  in  numbers  ;  but  I  know 
not  that  the  proportion  has  ever  been 
surpassed.  I  look  at  the  heads  of  fa- 
milies in  our  village,  and  for  some 
distance  around,  and  but  two  or  three 
are  found  who  do  not  hope  in  a  Sa- 
viour's mercy.  I  look  among  our 
young  people,  and  not  one  is  left. 
All,  we  trust,  are  sitting  humble 
penitents  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  I  look 
into  the  Sabbath  school,  and  even 
here  a  number  hope  that  they  have 
become  the  children  of  the  Saviour. 
I  look  into  oUr  dwellings,  and  in  all, 
with  a  single  exception,  I  find  an  al- 
tar erected  to  the  living  God,  on 
which  the  morning  and  evening  in- 
cense is  offered.  The  number  who, 
we  trust,  have  given  their  hearts 
away  to  the  Saviour,  is  about  40. 
How  many  of  them  will  be  saved  in 
the  great  day,  God  only  knows. 
When  we  look  at  the  great  change 
that  has  taken  place  among  us,  we 
can  only  say,  "/f  t>  the  hordes  doings 
and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes?' 


Appointments  by  the  Americaii  Home  MUsionaii  Society  from   February  \U  t0 

March  \st,  1841. 


Re-appointtd. 
ReT.  James  A.  Clarke,  Port  Madison,  Iowa. 
ReT.  Asaph  Bouteile«  Johnstown,  O. 
Rev.  P.  S.  Clelaod,  Greenwood,  lod. 
Rev.  L.  M.  S.  Suiitb,  Grass  Lake,  Mich. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Babbitt,  Lisle,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Sherwin,  Berlin,  O. 
Rev.  E.  8.  Huntington,  Pleasant  Grove  and  Tre- 

mont,  III. 
Rev.  S.  Cochrane,  Vermontville,  Uicb. 
Rev.  W.  Putnam,  Sheldon,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  N.  T.  Yeomans,  Newstead,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  B.  a  Smith,  Centerfield,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Spencer  B^ker,  Busti,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Samuel  Soott,  Caroline  and  2d  ch.  Newark, 

N.Y.     . 
Rev.  J.  W.  Eastmanf  Rocky  Spring,  O. 
Rev.  &  t).  Springer,  Neir-Madison,  O. 


Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin,  Spencer  and  Bethany  chbs^ 

Ind. 
Rev.  Asa  Johnson,  Pern,  Ind. 

Not  in  commUHom  latt  year. 
Rev.  Wm.  Dickson,  Columbus,  111. 
Rev.  Robert  Day,  3d  Coiig'l  Cb.,  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Benj.  H.  Cad  well,  Phoenix,  N.Y. 
Rev.  Thomas  Bellamy,  Burrville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  P.  W.  Warriner,  Jaaper  Co.,  Ac,  Texas. 
Rev.  N.  B.  Dodge,  Bates  Co.,  Mo. 
Rev.  Samuel  W.  Leonard,  Castle  Creek,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  Willoughby,  Little  Valley,  N.  Y. 
RflV.S.Cowles,  Lodi,N.Y. 
Rev.  Francis  E.  Lord,  Cent  Cong.  Ch.  Evans,  N.Y. 
Rev*  H.  S.  Hamilton,  Salem,  Mich. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Hawley,  a  fourth  of  the  time  in  the 

vicinity  of  Parmington,  lU. 
Rev.C.  Washbara,  BentonviUe,  Ark. 
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7  he  7^€asurtr  eftke  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
tie  following  sums,  from  February  1st  to  March  \st,  1841. 


2«£W.HAMPSHIRE~ 

Boscaw«o»  legacy  of  the  late  Stephen 
Gerrisb,  by  F.  N.  Fitk,  $300  00 

VERMONT— 
Wallinj^ford  Toung  Lkdiea'  Soc,  13; 

coll.  19 ;  by  Rer.  S.  Martiodale,  32  00 

Wood«tock,  a  friend,  90  00 

MASSACHUSETTS— 

Nortbfield,  Lucioda  A.  Lombard,  2  00 

RHODE  ISLAND— 
Kingston,  Fem.  MIbs.  Soc,  by  T.  P. 
WetU,  28  00 

CONNECTICUT— 
Berlin,  Rev.  Mr.  Whittlesey's  Soc,  of 
which  30  is  to  const.  Norman  Porter  a 
L.  M.  J2a.  Ladies'  Sew.  doc.  20,  142  00 

Middletowu.  Henry  S.  Ward,  50  00 

Mystic  Bridge,  H.  M.  Soc,  by  Miss  Shef- 
field. 8  00 
New-Haven,  Centre  Cb,  Sab.  Sch.  Miss. 

Asso.,  by  C.  B.  Whitt|esey,  88  25 

South  Woodstock,  Rev.  Mr.  Rockwood's 

'Soc,  by  A.  Carpenter,  10  00 

Stonington,  Aax.  Soc,  of  which  18  is 
from  Miss  Bridget  Palmer,  50;  Juve- 
nile Miss.  Soc.  2;  by  Miss  Sheffield,         52  00 
Westfield,  Rev.  L.  Brewer,  i  00 

NEW-YORK— 
Amity, Rev.  Wm.  Timlow,  21  00 

Brooklyn,  Mrs.  S.  N.  Lewis,  by  Rev.  W. 

B.  Lewis,  15  00 

New  Paltz  Landing, Fem.  Miss.  Soc,  by 

Rev.G.E.  Delavan,  19  00 

New-York  city,  vix : 
BUeektr  SL  Ck,  R.  H.  Ncvins,  25?  B. 
T.  Eastman,  1  50;  W.  R.  Eaittman, 
0  50,  27  00 

OeiUral  Ch.  Sab.  Sch.  5 ;  H.  L.  Jaco- 
bus 2 ;  T.  B.  Kiiching,  5 ;  Rev.  J.  C. 
Brigbam,  5,  17  00 

Mercer  St.  Clu,  H.  Dw ight,  Jr.,  50 ;  J. 
Mortimer,  5  f  8.  A.  6hiefifeliu,5;  J. 
L.  Mason,  25;  John  Wiley,  25;  6. 
P.  Shipman,  10;  F.  Markoe,  10; 
Thomas  Denny,  25,  155  00 

Pearl  SU  OK  ^*  H.  Bartholomew,  5  00 

Seeond  Avenue  Ch,  by  L.Atterbury, 

22  19;  Mrs.  Owen,  8,  24  19 

Spring  SU  Ch,,  coll.  91;  Mrt.E.  M. 
Fuller.  5,  96  00 

NEW-JERSEY— 
Boonton,  Pre»b.Ch.,by  Rev.C.  S.  Conk- 
ling,  20  00 
CaldweU,  Presb.  Ch,,  in  part  of  colL,  43  50 
ElizabethtowB,  Mrs.  Mary  Halsted,  10 ; 
Mrs.  M.T.  Mills,  3;  MtM  M.  Mills,  2; 
Miss  H.Mills,  8,  17  < 
Hanover,  Fem.  H.  M.  &,  by  Miss  H. 

WoodruiT,  Trea.,  «  50 

Westfield,  Jonathan  J.  Baker,  L.  M.  30 ; 
Miss  Beuey  Clark,  0  50;  Wm.  Clark,  1,     31  50 
DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA— 
Washington  City,  4th  Presb.  Ch.,  coll., 
by  Rev.  J.  a  Smith,  50  00 

xEAST  FLORIDA— 

Fort  Clinch,  Lieut.  Col.  6.  Loomis,  90  00 

Friend,  5 ;  do.  5 ;  a  Debtor,  1,  1100 


^  $1307  94 

J.  CORNING,  Treaeurer, 

The  Wettem  Agency  at  Geneva,  N.  Y,^'aclenoto- 
ledgea  the  receipt  of  the  foUowing  eume,  from 
Jan,  1,  to  Feb,  20,  1841.  Rev,  J,  A.  Mnrray, 
Secretary, 

Albion,  Ladies' Miss.  Soc.  in   full,  to 
const.  Mrs..  Jane  Crawford,  Mrs.  Han- 


nah Beadle,  of  Palestine,  Miss  Maria 
Ward  Chapiu,  of  Rochester,  Mrs.  Jane 
Hasen,  and  Mrs.  Franklin  Fenton,of 
Albion,  Life  Members,  100 ;  Freeman 
Clark,  L.  D.  in  part,  50;  Gentlemen, 
in  full  to  make  Rev.  Gilbert  Crawford 
and  Rev.  Elias  R.Beadle,  of  Palestine, 
and  Cyrus  Farwell,  Esq.,  Life  Mem- 
bers, 84, 

Bellona, 

Candor,  by  Rev.  G.  Riggs, 

Ceuterfield, 

Clyde, 

East  Evans, 

Geneva,  H.  H.  Seelye,  100;  Rev.  J.  A. 
Murray,  in  full  to  make  Mrs.  Anna  S. 
Murray  a  L.  M,  10 ;  O.  P.  Mowry  L. 
M.,in  full  10;  Edmund  Dwight,  10; 
others,  5, 

Hauimoudsport,  Rev.  R.  E.Wilson,  9  64; 
Ladies'  Soc,  40  3#,  in  full  to  make 
Rev.  R.  E.  Wilson  a  L.  D. 

Hume, 

Junius, 

Leroy,  Soc.  of  Inquiry  in  Female  Semi- 
nary in  full  to  make  Miss  Emily  E. 
Ingham  L.  M.  10 ;  others,  19, 

Livonia,  34 ;  Mrs.  Margaret  Stone,  to 
make  Justus  Fitch  Coy  a  L.  M.,  in 
part,  15) 

Lock  port.  First  Preib.  Ch.,  in  part  to 

make  Rev.  N.  W.  Fisher  a  L.  D.  44; 

Mrs.  Helen  Shuler,  L.  M.,  in  part,  10, 

Cong.  Cbn  in  part  to  make  Rev.  Wm. 

Bacon  a  L.  D., 

Lyons,  by  Mrs.  J.  Smith, 

Mayville, 

Meads  Creek,  ^ 

Newsiead, 

Ogden, 

Palmyra, 

Pen  Yan, 

Porrinton, 

Portageville, 

Prattsburgh,  in  full  to  make  Rev.  B.  F. 
Pratt  a  L.  M. 

Romulus, 

Rush  ford, 

Rttshville,  in  part  to  make  Rer.  Maltby 
Gelston  a  L.  D., 

Sod  us,  Ladies'  Home  Miss.  Soc, 

Trumansburg, 

Vienna, 

Wayne, 


234  00 
70O 
46  94 
19  50 
7  76 
625 


135  00 


50  00 

10  00 

11  73 


29  00 


49  00 


54  00 


86  13 

1  50 

85  00 

800 

£5  00 

81  50 

fS 

16  75 

988 

47  AT 

57  75 

464 

53  17 

10  00 

100  00 

950 

700 

$1088  81 


The  Central  Agtney  a*  ITttco,  N.  F.,  aeknowledget 
the  recent  of  the  foUowing  smm,  fi'om  Jam,  1 
to  Feb,  15,  1841.  Rev,  A,  Crane,  Sec 

Arkansas,  L.  N.  Elmore,  5  00 

Augusta,  coir.  30 ;  J.  J.  Knox,  L.  D.  100,  130  00 

Cassville,  1  85 

Gilbertsville,  81  00 

Holland  Patent,  Rer.  C.  E.  Goodrich,  8  00 

Madison,  by  Deac  Whitcomb,  36  02 

Malone,  by  Mr.  Weed,  25  03 

New-Haven,  18  00 

New  Lisbon,  1  25 

Otego,  by  E.Arnold,  26  81 

Richland,  10  67 
Rome,  1st  Ch.,  of  which  30  is  to  const 

John  B.  Carman  a  L.  M.  100  00 

Second  Church,  35  00^ 
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8CLawreM«Co.,D. 

ILS. 

15  00 

Vernoa  Ceotre, 

400 

Wertford.  in  part  of 

leff aey  of  the  late 

Ex»r^ 

100  00 

WeatiDorelaod, 

fi7  88 

lVhiteM>oro% 

24  33 

Winfield,  b/  Deac  A.  TlioBiaf, 

17  38 

#60SCS 

Tke  PkUadefyki*  Howu  Mwimuary  Society  ac- 
tke  following 


kuowUdgeo  ike  receipt  of  the  ^ 
dwring  ike  quarUr  endimg  Dec  31,  184U. 
E.  iZ.  FuirckUd,  Secretory, 

Lawreoceville,  Pa^  bal.  of  colk  to  const. 
Rev.  E.  D.  Wells  a  L.  M. 

Bethlehem,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch.,  to  const. 
Rev.  H.W.Hunt  a  L.M., 

York,  Pa ,  Prei»b.  Ch.,  Samuel  Small,  SO; 
Mrs.  1.  McDonald,  20 ;  Mrs.  M.  Casset, 
10;  Miss  S.  Coleman,  10;  Miss  M. 
Clemeoce,  15 ;  Miss  A.  C.  Coleman,  50 ; 
Mrs.  C.  Spaugler,  10;  Mrs.  M.  Barhitz, 
5;  Miss  Grier,  6;  Miss  M.  Barhitz,  5: 
Dr.  H.  McCtelleD,  5 ;  J.  B.  Latimer,  5; 
Jacob  Emmett,  5 :  Misit  M.  Durker,  5; 
Miss  8.  Montgomery,  5 ;  Mrs.  J.  David- 
son, 5 ;  Dr.  Wm.  Mcllvaine,  5 ;  John 
Evans,  5;  Philip  A.  Small,  10;  others, 

12  62, 
Philadelphia,  Cedar  Su  Presb.  Ch^  8ab» 

Scb.  coll., 

Hardiston,  N.  J.,  North  Presb.  Ch.,colL, 
by  Rev.  Joel  Campbell, 

West  Milford,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch^  by  Rev. 
J.  C.  Moore, 

Wantage,  N.  J.  First  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev. 
A.  McReynolds, 
Second  Presb.  Ch^  by  Rev.  E.  Allen, 

Bonesdale,  Pa.,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  John 
Torrey, SO ;  R.  K.  Lord, 6;  F.  H. Vail, 
5;  D.  P.  Kirtland,  5;  E.  Hand,  5;  I. 
P.  Foster,  5  ;  D.  Blaudin,  5 ;  L  S.  Bas- 
set, 3;  T.  II.  R.  Tracy,  3;  £.  Kings- 
bury,  3;  James  Pinkney,  3;  S.  D. 
Ward,  3;  W.  Reid,3;  W.  Richard- 
son,  3  ;  others,  37  50 ;  Ladies'  Dora. 
Misf.8ocn89, 

Bethany,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ch.,  Jaton  Torrey, 
Esq.,  25;  R.  L.  Seely,  10;  A.  Fuller, 
Esq.,  5;  Stephen  Torrey,  5;  others, 
8  10, 

Sparta,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Cb^in  full  of  48  13, 

Berkshire  Valley,  N.  J.,  Presb. Ch.,  colL 
in  part, 

Rockaway,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch.,  Mrs.  B. 
King,  10;  Mrs.  J.  Jackson,  10;  Mrs. 
Kitchel,5;  C.  HaiT  and  family,  5 ;  8. 
I.  Jackson,  5;   C.  Beach,  8;  others, 

13  13;  Young  Ladies*  Society,  5, 
Parsippany,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch.,  in  part, 
Boonton,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch., 
Cnntwell's  Bridge  and  Port  Penn,  Del., 

Presb.  Ch.,  baL  of  coll., 
Caldwell, N.  J.,  Rev.  R.  F.  Cleveland, 
North  East  and  Harbor  Creek  Chhs.,  bal. 


Fairfield, 


pert. 

Firsi  ~ 


I.,  by  Re 
I,  N.  J., 


Sd  Ch.,  Cedarville,  in 


First  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.,  in  part, 
Bridgeton,N.J.,  Sd  Presb.  Ch., coll.,  by 

Mr.  Brewster, 
Philadelphia,  5th  Presb.  Ch.,    Samael 
Lloyd,  5;  W.Curran,5, 

Wm.  Kirk,  Esq.,  by  Rev.  E.  Phelps, 
Keading,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ch.,mon.con.coll., 

70 }  Hon.  W.  Darling,  10 ;  E.  Deckert, 


Rev. 


10  00 
57  45 


31S62 

10  55 

46  50 

25  00 

45  50 
36  75 


130  50 


53  10 
34  13 


4  75 


65  13 
7  23 

20  00 

850 
300 

35  90 

5  75 
7  25 

15  00 

10  00 
10  00 


Esq.,  10;  8.  Belt,  Emi.,10;  C.Davlf, 
Esqn  5 ;  J.  McKnigbt,  5 ;  Sab.  Sch.  No. 
1,5;  Rev.  Wm.  Sterling,  5:  others, 
33  64.  153  64 

Philadelphie,  6tk  Fredk  Ch.,  J.  C.  Don- 
neli,  Esq.,  15  00 

Third  Presb.  Ch.,  R.  A  W.  Clark,  10  00 

Christiana,  DeL,  Rev.  N.  Patterson,  10  00 

$1033  25 


Tke  PkUudelpkiu  Howu  Miooionarf  Society  ae- 
knowledges  tke  receipt  oftkefoUowUtgowmOtf^em 
JoM.  1  to  Feb,  18, 1841. 

Wilmington,  Del,  Hanover  St.  Ch., 
Rev.E.  W.  Gilbert,  5;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Nevins,  10;  M.  Kean,  5;  T.  C.  Aid- 
rich,  5 ;  Hon.  W.  Hall,  5 ;  Pem.  H.  M. 
Soc,  16 ;  African  Sab.  Sch.,  8 ;  Fern. 
Praying  Soc,  5;  others,  25  60;  colL 
in  Ch.,  15  40 ;  and  gold  ring,  100  00 

Honesdale,  Pa.,  Friend,  by  John  Torrey , 

Esq.,  50  00 

Philadelphia,  MercanUle  Library  Co.  10  00 

Fairfield,  N.  J.,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  baL  of 

colU,  13  00 

Second  Presb.  Ch.,  Cedarville,  bal.  of 
coll..  25  »4 

MpuDt  Joy,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.,'  10  00 

Newark,  N.  J.,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  John 
Taylor,  100 ;  Isaac  Baldwin,  30 ;  Wm. 
Rankin,  to  const. Wm.  Rankin  of  Cin- 
cinnati, C,  a  L.  M.,  30 ;  Wm.  Tuttle, 
25;  Isaac  Nichols, » ;  J.  N.  Tuttle,  20 ; 
Silas  Condit,  15;  J.  8.  Condit,25:  8. 
P.  Smith,  10;  D.  Hsyes,  10}  Caleb 
Carter,  10;  Hon.  J.  C.  Hornblower, 
10;  Rev.  A.  D.  Eddy,  10;  others, 
143  50 ;  colU  in  Ch.,  65  15,  523  65 

Maryland,  "  Cecil,"  5  00 

Newark,  Friend,  from  the  Central  Ch^        5  00 
Second  Presb.  Ch.,moo.  con.  coll.,  34 ; 
coll.,  in  Ch.,  137  15;  Miss  Hunter,  4,   175  15 
Basking  Ridge,  N.  J.,  Mrs.C.  McEowen, 

10 ;  A.  McEowen,  5,  15  00 

Bloomfield,  N.  J.  1st  Presb.  Ch.,  mon. 

con.  coll.,  15 1  colL,  95,  110  00 

West  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  Preab.  Ch.,  eolL,  50  00 
Mendham,  N.  J.,  Miss  Jane  Morris,  of 

Washington  Corner,  3  00 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Third  Presb.  Ch.,  M.  W. 
Day,  20;  A.  Beach,  20;  M.  Roberto, 
10;  Mrs.P.Ooble,5;  J.  D.  Vermilye, 
5;  H.  Parkhurst,5;  D.  Allen,  5;  D. 
Price,  25 ;  others,  4;  eoll.  in  Cfa.,  63  33,  162  33 
Oranft<e,  N.  J..  First  Presb.  Ch.,  38  13 

Paterson,  N.  J^  Second  Presb.  Ch.,  13  00 

Providence,  Pa^  Presb.  Ch.,  bal.  of  coll.,  15  00 
Snowbill,  Md.,  Presb. Ch.,  mon.  con. coll.,  10  00 
Hertford,  Pa.,  39  20 

Mount  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa.,  1 0  85 

Herrick,  Pa.,  7  5{» 

Ararat,  Pa.,  2  31 

Brooklyn,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  8.  Cook,  11  50 

Norristown,  Pa^  S3  00 

Newville,  Pa.,  Miss  Ruth  Irwin,  20  00 

Dickinson,  Pa.,  8.  M.  Kenyon,  1  Cfi 

Allentown,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.,  by  Rev. 

R.  W.  Landii,  70  78 

Philadelphia,  Third  Presb.  Cb^  Ladies* 
Sew.  Soc,  to  const.  R.  W.  Davenport, 
James  6.  Eaton,  and  Samuel  McClel- 
land, Life  Members,  90  00 


$1608  38 


Rev.  A.  Hale  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $100, 
from  the  Ch.,  Jacksonville,  III. 
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SKETCHES  OF  REAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY  BY  CLERGYMEN. 


THE  GRACE  OF  GOD  ILLLUS- 
T BATED 

IN  THE  REMARKABLE  CONVERSION   OF  A 
SCEPTIC. 

[Furaubed  by  a  Clergyman.] 

Mr.  —  was  born  in  Virginia. 
It  does  iK>t  appear  that  he  was  ever 
iD8tra€ted  in  religious  duties  at  all. 
I  remember  but  a  single  instance  in 
Miiich  he  gave  any  indication  of  re- 
ligious association  with  his  reminis- 
cences of  early  childhood.  In  a 
Tolame  of  tracts  which  I  lent  him, 
he  met  with  a  hymn  which  he  re- 
membered to  have  heard  his  mother 
sing  when  he  was  a  young  child. 
The  verses  had  not  occurred  to  his 
mind  probably  for  fifty  years.  He 
mentioned  this  incident  to  me  after 
be  gave  evidence  of  hopeful  conver- 
sion. It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that 
in  this  way  some  religious  impres- 
sion was  made  which  was  never 
wholly  obliterated;  though,  to  all 
human  appearance,  it  was  produc- 
tive of  but  little  good.  Still  this  im- 
pfession,  faint  as  it  appeared  to  be, 
might  have  had  some  influence  in 
keeping  him  from  settling  down  in 
speculative  atheism.  This  incident 
may  serve  to  encourage  pious  mo- 
thers in  their  efforts  to  impress  the 
minds  of  their  infant  offspring  with 
religious  truth. 

The  subject  of  this  narrative  left 
home  early  in  life,  and  soon  became 
initiated  in  the  prevailing  vices  of 
the  age.^  While  yet  a  young  man,  he 
emigrated  to  the  south-west,  where 
he  succeeded  inamassing  some  pro- 
perty, which  he  subsequently  lost  by 
becoming  security.  He  was  for  some 
years  high   sheriff  in  the    county 

VOL.  zm. 


where  he  resided.  He  was  among 
the  first  settlers  in  the  village,  which 
is  the  seat  of  Justice  for  the  county. 
It  is  about  thirty  years  ago,  since  his 
first  residence  there.  At  that  time- 
there  was  no  church  edifice,  nor  for 
many  years  aAerwards ;  though  now 
there  are  four  comfortable  brick 
buildings  appropriated  to  public  wor- 
ship. The  state  of  morals  was  ex- 
ceedingly corrupt.  An  infidel  club, 
composed  of  some  of  the  most  talent- 
ed young  men  of  the  town,  held 
regular  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  each  other,  in  main- 
taining their  pernicioas  sentiments. 
As  might  be  expected,  the  flood-gates 
ofviee  stood  wide  open.  Profaneness, 
Sabbath-breaking,  intemperance,  ga- 
ming and  debauchery  were  rampant. 
It  was  no  uncommon  thincr  to  see 
gamblers  seated  on  logs  and  stumps, 
about  the  public  square  and  streets, 
pursuingtheir  occupation  in  open  day, 
without  shame  or  fear  of  molestation. 
Public  veorship  was  rare,  an  ocea<* 
sional  sermon  was  preached,  but  very 
few  persons  attended,  unless  the  mi- 
nister was  celebrated  for  his  oratory. 
A  sermon  preached,  not  long  after 
the  first  settlement  of  the  village,  by 
the  late  Dr.  Blackburn,  seemed  to 
have  a  very  happy  effect.  He  took 
up  the  subject  of  infidelity,  and 
handled  it  in  so  masterly  a  manner, 
that  the  infidel  club  was  from  that 
time  dissolved,  and  never  met  after- 
wards. He  was  the  first  minister 
who  preached  in  the  place,  having  a 
large  poplar  stump  for  his  pulpit  and 
the  heavens  for  a  canopy.  It  may 
be  readily  supposed  that  the  subject 
of  this  memoir,  who  felt  nothing  of 
the  restraints  or  religion,  would  par- 
ticipate in  those  vices  of  the  place 
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which  were  so  common.  He  was 
accordiogly  profane  and  intemperate, 
and  paid  no  regard  to  the  Sabbath. 
After  the  regular  ministrations  of  the 
Gospel  were  established  here,  he  was 
rarely  seen  in  the  house  of  God. 
His  wife,  who  has  now  been  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  church  for 
many  years,  became  serious  soon 
after  the  settlement  of  the  first  Pres- 
byterian minister  in  the  place.  This 
circumstance  excited  the  enmity  of 
his  heart  in  a  high  degree.  He  would 
sometimes  lock  her  out  of  the  house 
when  she  had  been  attending  the 
services  of  the  sanctuary  after  night. 
When  she  joined  the  church,  he  was 
exceedingly  abusive;  he  poured  the 
most  bitter  curses  upon  her,  upon 
the  church  and  its  minister.  Some 
time  after  this,  having  indulged  one 
oight  in  a  torrent  of  abusive  invec- 
tives, he  was  smitten  with  a  paralytic 
stroke.  Deprived  at  once  of  speech 
and  motion,  he  was  brought  home 
and  laid  upon  the  bed.  For  some 
days  it  was  quite  doubtful  whether 
he  would  survive.  At  length  he  re- 
covered the  power  of  speech,  though 
imperfectly,  but  never  walked  after- 
wards. He  was-  confined  in  bed  for 
seven  years.  This  fearfully  alarm 
i6g  judgment  semed  to  have  no  effect 
whatever  upon  his  feelings.  I*  pro- 
posed to  his  wife  to  go  into  his 
chamber  and  converse  with  him* 
She  thought  it  not  prudent,  however, 
knowing  how  exceedingly  bitter  he 
was  against  all  seriously  disposed 
persons.  He  seemed  to  be  cast  natu- 
rally in  a  rough  mould.  He  was  in 
person  very  athletic ;  a  man  of  great 
fearlessness,  having  no  concealment 
whatever,  he  spoke  to  any  one  just 
as  he  felt  and  thought,  without  regard 
to  consequences.  He  possessed  a 
▼igorous  mind,  though  uncultivated. 
He  was  exceedingly  repulsive  in  his 
manners  when  he  was  not  pleased. 
Under  this  rough  and  unpromising 
exterior  might  be  found,  however, 
some  of  the  kindlier  feelings  of  our 
nature.  He  would  go  all  lengths 
to  serve  a  friend,  and  thus  suffered 
much  in  his  property.  After  he  was 
confined  to  his  couch,  where  he  lay 
$&  many  years,  almost  all  his  former 
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companions  forsook  him.  He  wm 
of  course  very  solitary  and  unhappy. 
He  would  have  had  recourse  to  the 
bottle,  but  this  was  kept  from  him. 
He  was  restless  and  rebellions,  and 
gave  frequent  utterance  to  his  mur- 
murs. He  seemed  to  have  no  fear  of 
death  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  desired  to 
die.  He  spoke  in  language  of  com- 
plaint of  the  Divine  Being,  and  won- 
dered why  he  should  doom  him  still 
to  live,  under  such  miserable  circum- 
stances. 

After  his  partial  recovery,  he  ha^ 
recourse  to  reading,  in  order  to 
amuse  himself,  confining  himself  at 
first  to  newspapers.  His  wife  put 
upon  the  table  that  stood  near  his 
bedstead  a  Bible,  hoping  that  he 
might  look  into  it.  For  some  time 
he  appeard  to  take  no  notice  of  the 
sacred  volume*  At  length,  how- 
ever, it  attracted  his  attention;  he 
read  it  by  stealth,  as  if  ashamed  of 
being  seen  to  read  it.  Accordingly, 
if  his  wife  happened  to  conU  into 
the  room  when  he  was  reading,  he 
would  lay  it  down  in  a  hurried  man- 
ner as  she  approached.  He  because 
so  interested,  however,  in-tbe  perusal 
after  some  time,  that  he  ceased  to  put 
it  down  when  she  came  in.  She  sub- 
sequently put  other  religious  books 
in  his  way,  which  he  read.  What- 
ever revolution  may  have  been  going 
on  in  his  feelings,  he  seemed  stu- 
diously to  forbear  making  any  dis- 
closure. He  read  the  Bible  inces- 
santly for  months  and  years.  His 
proud  and  haughty  spirit  seemed 
subdued ;  he  ceased  to  utter  any 
complaints.  He  saw  at  this  time 
scarcely  any  company  at  all.  There 
were  however,  two  gentlemen,  not 
professedly  pious,  who,  from  motives 
of  kindness  occasionally  called  in  to 
sec  him.  One  of  these  at  length,, 
seeing  some  indications  of  serious- 
ness, mentioned  it  to  an  elder  of  my 
church,  who  communicated  it  to  me. 
I  now  supposed  that  a  visit  might  be 
acceptable,  and  accordingly  proposed 
it  to  his  wife,  who  very  cheerfully 
acceded  to  the  proposal.  Accor- 
dingly I  went  into  his  room.  After 
making  a  few  remarks  with  reference 
to  the  design  of  God  in  sending  af- 
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ftiotion,  he  observed  to  me  with  a|| 
peculiar  emphasis,  referring  to  his 
long  continued  and  severe  visitation : 
"  It  is  the  best  thing  that  ever  hap- 
pened to  me."  There  was  something 
in  his  manner  that  bespoke  the  deep 
emotion  of  his  soul ;  the  sentiment 
he  uttered  was  evidently  from  the 
heart.  With  feelings  of  more  than 
usual  interest,  I  entered  into  a  long 
conversation  with  him  in  regard  to 
his  religions  feelings.  To  the  fullest 
and  plainest  representations  of  the 
total  depravity  of  the  heart  as  taught 
in  the  scriptures,  he  geive  his  un- 
qualified assent.  It  was  not  the  mere 
EAsent  of  the  understanding ;  he  evi- 
dently had  a  very  deep,  impressive 
sense  of  the  truth  of  this  humiliating 
doctrine.  As  might  be  expected,  he 
was  quite  prepared  to  appreciate  the 
love  and  mercy  of  God-  as  exhibited 
in  the  glorious  and  perfect  atonement 
ai  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  was  the 
first  person  with  whom  he  had  con- 
versed on  the  subject  of  experimen- 
tal religion.  To  him  it  was  a  new 
topic  of  conversation.  While  sensi- 
ble of  a  great  change,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  had  indulged  in  the 
nope  of  having  embraced  religion. 
He  was  wholly  unacquainted  with 
/the  views  of  Christians  in  regard  to 
experimental  religion  — had  never 
heard  them  converse  about  it;  and 
•o  verv  seldom  had  he  ever  attended 
on  public  worship,  that  he  had  no 
opportunity  of  learning  any  thing 
from  the  pulpit  on  the  subject. 
This  was  very  obvious  in  the  ex- 
pression of  his  feelings.  His  phrase- 
ology was  peculiar  to  himself.  It  was 
marked  by  none  of  those  technical 
phrases  which  are  peculiar  to  the  dif- 
ferent denominations.  It  was  the  only 
instance  of  the  kind  that  ever  met  my 
observation,  and  was  on  this  account 
the  more  interesting  and  striking. 
Here  was  a  case  of  remarkable  con- 
version, in  which  human  instrumen- 
tality was  scarcely  discernible  at  all. 
From  the  immorality  of  his  habits, 
formed  in  very  early  life,  he  seems  to 
have  been  cut  off  from  the  society  of 
the  religious.  For  some  years  after 
his  paralysis,  he  had  scarcely  any  so- 
ciety at  all  with  any  class.  During  his 


seclusion,  the  word  of  trmb  was  ap- 
plied to  bis  conscience  and  his  heart 
by  the  divine  Spirit,  exclusive  of  any 
human  teaching.  He  was  thus  effec- 
tually taught  the  hatefulness  of  sin 
and  the  beauty  of  holiness.  He  saw 
clearly  the  goodness  and  mercy  of 
GrOd  in  thus  cutting  him  off  from  all 
earthly  enjoyments,  that  he  might 
be  brought  to  a  proper  sense  of  his 
dependence.  I  shall  never  forget 
the  intensity  of  his  animated  coun- 
tenance, as  he  gazed  on  me  while 
questioning  him  with  regard  to  those 
evidences  of  christian  character  re- 
cognized in  the  Bible.  He  responded 
to  them  with  a  clearness  and  decision 
which  carried  with  them  the  most 
unsuspicious -marks  of  honesty.  I 
could  not  doubt  the  evidence  exhibit- 
ed, of  a  genuine  work  of  the  Spirit. 
It  was  most  pleasing  to  witness  his 
intimacy  with  the  Scriptures;  for 
years  he  read  them  more  constantly, 
perhaps,  than  any  person  Hving. 
Reading  was  his  sole  employment; 
and  his  proficiency  was  obvious.  He 
had  a  keen  relish  for  those  beautiful 
passages  in  the  Bible  which  display 
most  clearly  the  love  and  mercy  m 
God.  In  my  subsequent  visits  to  him^ 
which  were  continued  till  his  death, 
about  three  years  after  his  conver- 
sion, he  uniformly  gave  the  same 
cheering  evidence  of  christian  ehar- 
acter  which  he  exhibited  during  the 
fir«t  interview  I  had  with  him. 

Some  time  after  his  great  change,  an 
affecting  incident  occurred  which 
served  to  develope  another  trait  of 
christian  character,  viz.,  love  to  the 
brethren.  The  incident  alluded  to 
was  an  interview  with  an  old  friend, 
whom  he  bad  not  seen  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  Brought  up  in  tlM 
same  neighborhood,  mnch  assimi- 
lated in  personal  and  mental  powers, 
as  also  in  taste  and  habits,  they  met 
together  soon  after  their  emigration 
to  the  south  west,  and  their  friendship 
ripened  into  a  mutually  devoted 
attachment.  Both  were  remarkable 
for  their  bold,  daring  course  of  reek- 
less  wickedness.  They  seemed  to 
fear  neither  God  nor  man.  Some 
time  afterwards  they  separated,  not 
to  meet  for  twenty  years.  The  frie&d, 
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whom  I  shall  designate  as  Mr.  N— , 
became  during  this  time  quite 
wealthy,  though  originally  a  poor 
blacksmith.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
energy  of  character,  and  prosecuted 
his  worldly  enterprises  with  great 
success.  He  too,  was  another  in 
stance  of  the  remarkable  power  of 
divine  grace.  Having  had  much  for- 
given, he  loved  much.  The  natural 
energy  of  his  character  was  brought 
to  bear  on  his  religious  course  of  life. 
He  was  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed 
to  avow  his  attachment  to  religion 
under  any  circumstances.  When 
past  the  meridian  ^f  life,  his  health 
being  somewhat  delicate,  he  usually 
spent  his  winters  in  Florida.  Pass- 
ing through  this  place  on  his  way 
thither,  he  stopped  to  spend  the  Sab- 
bath. Hb  was  in  the  habit  of  a  strict 
observance  of  this  hallowed  day, 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  And  this 
observance  was  rigidly  observed 
though  attended  with  considerable 
cost.  He  was  under  the  impression 
that  his  old  friend  was  dead,  having 
heard  of  his  being  struck  down  sud- 
denly with  the  palsy.  Knowing, 
however,that  he  had  one  or  two  chil- 
dren living,  and  feeling  an  interest 
in  them  arising  from  attachment  to 
their  father,  he  made  inquiry  for 
them,and  to  his  great  surprise  learned 
that  their  father  was  still  alive.  He 
immediately  repaired  to  his  house, 
where  of  course  be  met  with  a  cor- 
dial reception.  Not  knowing  any 
thing  of  the  change  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  views  and  feelings  of  his 
afflicted  friend,  he  with  his  character- 
istic energy  immediately  began  to 
tell  him  what  the  Lord  had  done  for 
his  soul,  and  urged  on  him  the  im- 
measurable importance  of  an  imme- 
diate attention  to  his  spiritual  inte- 
rests, pleading  with  him  to  pledge 
himself  to  seek  at  once  an  interest  in 
the  Saviour.  With  a  heart  filled 
with  thrilling  emotion,  his  old  friend 
responded  to  his  affecting  appeal. 
And  now  their  hearts  mingled  to- 
gether in  the  food-tide  of  a  hallowed 
affection,  alike  unknown  to  either  in 
the  days  of  their  estrangement  from 
God.  The  affecting  interview  was 
closed  with  a  most  fervent  prayer 


I  offered  up  by  Mr.  N— .  His  afflicted 
friend  subsequently,  when  informing 
me  of  this  very  unexpected  and  de- 
lightful visit,  manifested  very  deep 
emotion.  He  said  indeed  but  little, 
as  his  manner  was,  but  evidently  felt 
much.  His  only  remark  on  the  inci* 
dent  was :  "  I  should  like  to  see  my 
friend  N—  every  day."  As  he  said 
this  the  tears  coursed  rapidly  down 
his  cheeks.  I  was  the  more  struck 
by  this  as  an  evidence  of  the  depth  of 
hisemotions,becausehehadallhislife 
cherished  the  feeling  that  tears  were 
utterly  unbecoming  a  man.  During 
all  the  distress  of  his  incipient  afflic- 
tion he  shed  none ;  but  when  under 
the  influence  of  divine  grace  his 
heart  was  softened,  the  deep  fonun 
tain  of  feeling  was  broken  up,  and  he 
delighted  to  mingle  his  sympathies 
with  those  who  were  partakers  of 
the  same  grace.  As  often  as  I  enter- 
ed his  solitary  chamber,  his  counte- 
nance was  lighted  up  with  a  pleasing 
expression.  Much  did  he  enjoy  these 
interviews,  during  which  1  usually 
read  some  portion  of  scripture  and 
prayed  with  him.  Their  influence 
on  myself  were  of  a  happy  tenden- 
cy. I  could  not  but  rejoice  in  and 
adore  that  grace,  so  illustriously  dis- 
played in  his  conversion. 

His  death,  which  occurred  about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago,  was  somewhat 
sudden  and  unexpected.  A  few 
days  before  this  event,  he  became 
more  unwell  than  usual,  though 
there  was  no  prospect  of  an  inaime- 
d iate  dissolution.  Desirous  of  know- 
ing whether  he  thought  much  about 
dying,  I  made  inquiry  on  the  subject. 
He  replied  with  his  usual  prompt- 
ness and  energy  that  he  thought 
about  it  *'  a  thousand  times  a  day," 
intending  to  convey  the  idea,  no 
doubt,  that  he  dwelt  frequently  upon 
it.  There  is  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  he  bad  made  himself  familiar 
with  the  subject  long  before,  and  was 
anxiously  waiting  for  the  summons 
to  depart.  A  day  or  two  after  my 
last  interview  with  him  he  was  taken 
suddenly  worse,  became  wholly 
speechless,  and  very  soon  afterwards 
he  ceased  to  breathe. 
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IOWA. 

The  patrons  of  Home  Missions  feel  an  in- 
terest in  every  thing  relating  to  the  West. 
So  great  a  portion  of  missionary  benevo- 
lence is  expended  there,  and  so  powerful  is 
the  influence  which  that  section  of  the  land 
is  destined  to  wield  over  the  destinies  of  the 
rest,  that  nothing  which  concerns  its  physi- 
cal or  moral  condition,  can  fail  to  awaken 
the  regard  of  philanthropic  and  patriotic 
minds.  In  former  volumes,  we  have  given 
extended  notices  of  different  sections  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley;  and  of  one,  (Wisconsin,) 
we  have  published  a  map  sufficiently  accu- 
rate to  serve  the  general  purposes  of  illustra- 
tion. We  commence  the  present  volume  of 
the  Home  Missionary  with  a  selection  of 
miscellaneous  facts  relating  to  the  new  ter- 
ritory of  Iowa,  comprised  principally  from 
the  most  recent  authority,  viz. :  Newhall's 
Sketches  of  Iowa.  The  accompanying  map 
comprises  the  latest  information  which  has 
been  received. 

The  territory  of  Iowa  is  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Mississippi  river  to  its  source. 
Thence,  the  boundary  runs  due  north  to  the 
line  dividing  the  British  Provinces  from  the 
United  States ;  thence  west  on  said  line  to 
White  Earth  river,  (about  26°  long.  W.  from 
Washington;)  thence  down  said  river  to  its 
junction  with  the  Missouri  river ;  dy  wn  the 
latter  to  the  state  of  Missouri ;  and  on  the 
south  it  is  bounded  by  said  state. 

The  surveyed  part  of  Iowa,  includes  254 
townships— the  Black  Hawk  Purchase,  ce- 
ded to  the  United  States  in  1632.    Of  these, 
193  townships  have  been  advertised  for  sale^ ! 
and  mostly  sold—*  few  postponed  for  want  I 
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of  time,  &c.  The  second  purchase,  made  in 
1837,  commences  at  the  same  points,  north 
and  south,  and  adds  a  strip  25  miles  in 
mdth.  in  the  centre.  This  is  not  surveyed, 
though  almost  all  is  claimed,  and  emi- 
grants stand  on  the  western  border,  ready  to 
step  over  the  first  momentthat  the  Grovern- 
n^nt  gives  permission.— jETome  ]\^98.  vol. 
xiiL  p.  123. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Newhall  above  referred 
to  remarks  :— 


When  the  reader  reflects,  that  hut 
in  1832  and  *33  these  fertile  plains  were 
the  hunting  grounds  of  the  savages,  the 
Indian  lodge  skirted  the  margin  of 
every  stream,  the  wolf  and  deer  quietly 
slept  in  their  lair,  where  now  cities  an<^ 
hamlets  have  sprung  up  as  if  hy  the 
enchanter's  wand,  where  manufactures 
and  commerce  flourish,  literature  and 
the  arts  are  diflfiising  their  invigorating 
influence  throughout  the  land;  surely 
he  must  believe  in  the  prophetic  decla- 
ration, that  "westward  the  star  of  em- 
pire takes  its  way,"  and  that  its  fulfil- 
ment is  rapidly  advancing. 

We  take  some  extracts  from  his  remarks 
on  the 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 


The  general  aspect  of  the  countiy  is 
one  of  unrivalled  beauty, — it  is  what 
may  be  termed  moderately  undulating, 
no  part  of  the  territory  being  traverse<l 
by  mountains,  or  even  high  hills,  if  we 
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except  the  northern  or  mineral  region, 
where  the  hills  and  mounds  are  of  con- 
siderable magnitude.  On  the  margin 
of  rivers  also,  there  are  frequent  ranges 
of  "  bluffs,"  or  calcareous  skata  of  lime 
rock,  intersected  with  ravines.  These 
"bluffs"  are  generally  from  40  to  130 
feet  high,  where  a  surface  of  table- 
land generally  commences,  and  gradu- 
ally sweeps  off  in  gentle  undulations  of 
prairie  and  timber.  The  southern  por- 
tion of  the  territory  may  be  termed  the 
most  picturesque,  abounding  with  gras- 
sy lawns  and  verdant  vales,  inter- 
spersed with  groves  and  meandering 
rivulets.  The  northern  part  would 
seem  to  partake  more  of  the  bold  and 
striking.  The  traveller  here  beholds 
the  .hill-top  crowned  with  towering  oaks 
to  its  lofty  summit — the  river  tumbling 
its  crested  foam  over  precipitous  ledges 
of  cragged  rocks — the  spiral  clifis  and 
massy  ledges  grouped  in  fantastic  forms 
amidst  the  cultivated  valley.  It  is,  in- 
deed, a  singular  feature  in  the  mineral 
region  of  Iowa,  that  the  country  abound- 
ing  jn  the  richest  ore,  is  frequently  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  most  fertile 
fields  of  grain,  thereby  confuting  the 
erroneous  impression  entertained  by 
many,  that  a  mineral  country  is  neces- 
sarily a  sterile  and  unproductive  one. 
The  territory  is  remarkably  well  wa- 
tered by  beautiful  rivers  and  creeks, 
the  margins  of  which  are  skirted  with 
woodlands  and  groves.  One  of  the  stri- 
king characteristics  of  Iowa  over  Eli- 
nois,  Texas,  and  other  prairie  countries, 
is  its  admirable  adaptation  of  prairie 
and  woodlands  to  the  wants  and  conve- 
nience of  the  husbandman. 

Although  probably  nearly  three 
fourths  of  the  surface  of  the  territory  is 
without  trees,  yet  so  happily  and  con- 
veniently are  the  waters  and  timber  ar- 
ranged throughout,  that  nature  appears 
to  have  made  an  effort  to  arrange  them 
in  the  most  desirable  manner  possible. 
As  the  water-courses  approach  each 
other,  the  timber  approximates,  fre- 
quently so  nearly  connecting  on  either 
.  hand,  that  the  traveller  finds  himself 
threading  a  narrow  defile  or  avenue, 
and  again  suddenly  emerges  into  the 
broad  prairie,  where  the  forest  outline 
in  the  far  perspective  resembles  the 
dim  shore  from  the  ocean,  with  its  deep 
vistas  and  distant  headlands,  like  har- 
bors and  capes. 


In  my  travels  in  the  Atlantic  states^ 
I  find  a  very  prevalent  error  existing  in 
the  minds  of  the  people.  My  eastern 
friend  asks — ^Is  Iowa  a  prairie  country  T 
Being  answered  in  the  aflSrmative,  he 
says — ^I  could  not  think  of  emigrating 
to  a  loWj  wet  country  I  It  seems  to  be 
taken  for  granted,  that  a  prairie  coun- 
try must  necessarily  be  a  flat,  swampy 
land,  subject  to  frequent  inundations. 
A  prairie  country  has  all  the  varieties  of 
surface  that  many  other  countries  have. 
Prairie  does  not  imply  ^ai  or  wet  Our 
dry,  rolling  prairies  cannot  be  excelled 
in  their  undulating  features  of  land- 
scape beauty,  or  in  their  absence  from 
wet 

SOIL. 

The  soil  of  the  prairies  of  Iowa,  par- 
ticularly the  alluvial  bottom-lands,  is 
extremely  rich  and  fertile.  It  is  gene- 
rally a  black,  vegetable  mould,  some- 
times intermingled  with  a  sandy  loam, 
and  frequently  covered  with  a  rank 
sward  of  natural  grass,  which  soil,  after 
the  sod  is  subdued,  is  easily  cultivated, 
and  stands  a  drought  remarkably  well. 
The  soil  on  the  high,  rolling  prairies 
will  average  from  18  to  24  inches,  and 
on  the  bottom-lands  from  24  to  48  in- 
ches in  depth:  the  surface  is  nearly 
black,  but  becomes  lighter  in  descend- 
ing, until  it  imperceptibly  mingles  into 
a  bed  or  under  layer  of  reddish  clay, 
which  is  frequently  mixed  with  gravel, 
sufficiently  compact,  however,  to  pre- 
serve  moisture,  and  yet  not  so  stubbon 
as  to  be  incapable  of  being  pulverized 
and  converted  into  excellent  productive 
soil;  although  it  would  be  impossible 
to  exhaust  flie  vegetable  mould  at  the 
surface  in  100  years  successive  culti- 
vation. There  is  a  third  stratum,  or 
bed  of  bluish  clay,  from  20  to  30  feet 
below  the  surface  in  the  upland  prairie, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  for  the  settler 
to  sink  a  well  to  that  depth  to  obtain 
excellent  water  whenever  he  may  want 

PKODUCTIONS   OF   THE   SOIL. 

All  the  grains,  fruits,  and  plants  of 
the  temperate  regions  of  the  earth  grow 
luxuriantly  in  Iowa.  The  agricultural 
productions  consist  principally  of  corn, 
wheat,  rye,  oats,  buckwheat,  potatoes. 
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turnips,  beans,  tomatoes,  pumpkins, 
melons,  and  all  kinds  of  garden  vege- 
tables usually  found  in  the  middle  and 
eastern  states.  Clover,  timothy,  and 
every  description  of  tame  grass,  grow 
most  luxuriantly,  and  weU  repay  the 
labor  of  the  husbandman.  And,  per- 
iiaps,  no  country  on  earth  can  excel 
this,  in  its  adaptedness  for  rearing  the 
choicest  fruits  and  fruit-bearing  s&ubs. 
Wild  fruits,  crab-apples,  berries,  wild 
plums,  strawberries,  &c.,  are  remarkably 
ine  and  plenty ;  all  the  exotic  plants 
and  shrubs  of  the  temperate  regions 
will  flourish  well  in  this  territory. 
Thus  far,  all  experiments  of  the  kind 
have  proved  abundantly  successful. 
Wild  plums  of  various  descriptions 
grow  in  great  profusion ;  their  flavor  is 
somewhat  tart,  yet  their  taste  is  deli- 
cious in  preserves.  Wild  grapes 
abound  in  the  de^p  recesses  of  the 
forest,  and  their  purple  clusters  crown 
the  vines  in  most  gorgeous  and  tempt- 
ing display.  Of  grains,  Indian  com 
may  be  considered  the  most  staple  pro- 
duction. Its  average  yield  may  be  es- 
timated from  50  to  75  bushels  to  the 
acre,  with  what  a  New-Englander 
would  call  ordinary  farming,  and  often- 
times, with  good  "tending,"  exceeds 
100  bushels  per  acre !  The  white  and 
yellow  flint  are,  perhaps,  the  beet  adap- 
ted to  the  climate ;  although  the  large, 
white  com  of  the  south  produces  well 
as  far  north  as  the  counties  of  Linn, 
Cedar,  and  Jones,  and  the  vicinity  of 
Rock  Island.  The  first  of  May  is 
about  the  usual  time  for  planting. 

Wheat  yields  a  good  and  sure  crop, 
{indeed,  I  think  in  candor  it  may  be 
called  a  great  wheat  country,)  with 
'  ordinary  attendance ;  30  to  35  bushels 
to  the  acre,  may  be  put  down  as  an  ave- 
irage  crop  of  fall  or  spring  wheat ;  al- 
though in  travelling  pretty  extensively 
through  the  country  this  last  season, 
(1840,)  about  the  time  of  harvesting, 
many  farmers  informed  me  that  their 
crops  of  wheat  would  average  more  than 
50  bushels  to  the  acre !  The  wheat  is 
of  excellent  quality,  and  will  weigh  up- 
wards of  60  pounds  to  the  busheL 

CLIMATE. 

The  salubriousness  of  the  climate 
depends  much  upon  locality.    I  appre 


hend  the  thermometer  does  not  range 
so  widely  here  as  in  similar  latitudes 
east  of  the  AUeghanies.  We  are  ex- 
empt, too,  from  those  easterly  winds,  so 
searching  and  blasting  in  their  efiects 
to  the  invalid  of  pulmonary  complaints, 
upon  the  seaboard.  Along  the  low 
"bottom"  lands  of  the  rivers  and  water- 
courses, which  are  occasionally  subject 
to  inundation,  there  will  be  liability  and 
predisposition  to  bilious  disease,  fever, 
ague,  &c.  But  upon  the  uplands,  and 
broad  rolling  prairies,  the  atmosphere 
becomes  salubrious,  and  entirely  free 
from  **  miasma."  In  shOTt,  there  is  al- 
most every  day,  in  the  elevated  portions 
of  country,  a  breeze  from  some  quarter, 
as  refreshing  as  that  from  the  ocean. 
I  think  I  shall  be  home  out  in  the  as- 
sertion by  the  unanimous  testimony  of 
the  settlers  of  Iowa,  and  corrob(»*ated 
by  my  own  observations,  that  aside  from 
locations  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
swamps,  and  low  "  bottom"  lands,  the 
country  is  as  free  from  disease  as  the 
most  favored  regions  of  the  union. 

People  frequency,  in  emigrating  to  a 
new  country,  get  sick  from  exposure, 
by  living  in  damp,  uncomfortable  nouses, 
change  of  diet,  &c,  and  attribute  it  all 
to  the  climate. 

Many  diseases  prevalent  in  the  east 
are  not  known  here.  In  all  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  country,  during  a 
residence  of  five  years,  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  case  of  consumption  having 
originated  in  the  country;  but  have 
known  hundreds  who  emigrated  with 
diseased  lungs  (what  medical  men 
would  term  seated  consumption)  en- 
tirely recover.  Even  in  the  vicinity  of 
our  water-courses,  I  consider  it  far 
more  healthy  than  many  portions  of  the 
west  similarly  situated,  I  may  cite  the 
Illinois  as  a  sluggish  stream,  meande- 
ring lazily  along,  while  the  rivers  of 
Iowa,  from  the  great  Mississippi  to  its 
thousand  tributaries,  are  remarkable  for 
their  limpid  waters  and  more  rapid  cur- 
rents. 

From  the  experience  of  four  or  five 
winters,  I  should  pronounce  the  tempe- 
rature somewhat  milder  than  the  At- 
lantic states  in  the  same  parallel  of 
latitude.  I  should  estimate  the  mean 
temperature  of  Burlington,  which  is  a 
few  miles  north  (rf  the  city  of  New- 
York,  to  be  nearer  to  that  of  a  Phila- 
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delphia;  the    neighborhood  of   Rock  I 
Island    quite  as    mild    as    New- York  | 
city ;  and  the  region  of  Dubuque  con- 
siderably milder  3ian  that  of  Boston. 


The  Physical  character  of  the  Dca  Moines 
country^  in  the  southern  part  of  Iowa,  is 
thus  described  by  our  Agent,  Rev.  Mr.  Tur- 
ner, at  page  101  of  the  last  vcdume  of  the 
Home  Missionary.  We  re-publish  a  few 
sentences,  to  save  the  trouble  of  reference. 


The  Des  M(Mnes  runs  through  it  di- 
agonally from  N.  West  to  S.  East 
The  stream  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
sheets  of  water  I  ever  saw ;  its  chan- 
nel is  about  60  or  80  rods  wide ;  the 
bottom,  stone  and  gravel,  and  so 
smooth,  that  when  loraabk,  yon  may 
d^ive  a  carriage  across  in  almost  any 
place — (I  crossed  three  times;)  the 
water  is  so  clear  that  you  can  see 
the  bottom  at  every  step.  The  banks 
are  so  high  that  they  are  never  over- 
flowed. The  bottom  knds  on  either 
side  are  &om  a  quarter  to  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  in  width,  and  gradually 
ascend  to  the  bluf^  which  rise  in  still 
steeper  acclivity,  but  not,  generally,  so 
abrupt  as  to  injure  the  ffround  for  farm- 
ing purposes.  You  wiu  find  farms  now 
almost  every  half  mile  on  this  smiling 
stream.  But  when  some  ten  years 
shall  have  passed,  and  men  shall  have 
filled  this  valley  with  houses,  gardens 
and  orchards,  but  few  spots  on  earth 
will  suipass  it  in  beauty.  Steamboats 
have  now  ascended  the  river  100 
miles;  and  up  to  the  Racoon  Forks, 
250  miles  itom  the  mouth,  there  is  no 
obstruction — the  river  all  the  way,  as  I 
was  informed  by  Capt  Hall,  retaining 
its  even  course,  and  having  on  each 
aide  the  same  beautiful  interval  land. 
Above  the  Racoon  Forks,  the  channel 
is  not  so  wide,  but  deeper,  and  the  dis- 
tance it  is  navigable  is  unknown. 


The  region  on  the  Makoqueta  and  Wap- 
sipinecon  rivor^  is  thus  described  by  Mr. 
NewhaU:— 


Jones  county  is  well  watered  by  the 
Wapsipinecmi  and  its  numerous  tribu- 


taries, which  pursues  a  southeasterly 
course  entirely  across  the  county.  The 
south  branch  of  the  Makoqueta  also 
pursues  a  parallel  course  through  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  county,  and  still 
farther  in  the  northeast  comer  flows 
the  north  fork  of  the  Makoqueta, 
through  one  of  the  most  captivatii^  re- 
gions of  country  that  the  imagination  of 
man  can  picture,  interspersed  with  gen- 
tle undulations  of  hill  and  dale,  pos- 
sessed of  the  most  fertile  soil,  and 
sprinkled  over  with  groves  and  copses 
of  woodlands  in  all  the  loveliness  of 
Arcadian  beauty.  Nature,  as  if  to  per- 
fect her  works  in  this  her  chosen  spot, 
for  the  use  and  convenience  of  man, 
has  designed  the  limpid  waters  of  tlie 
Makoqueta  to  flow  over  a  natural  fall^ 
some  seven  or  eight  feet  high,  with  per- 
manent banks  on  either  side. 

The  Wapsipinecon  is  a  beautiful 
river,  and  is  believed  by  many  to  be 
susceptible  of  steamboat  navigation  for 
boats  of  liffht  draught,  although  (in  my 
opinion)  tne  frequent  and  very  short 
bends  in  the  river  may  operate  as  serious 
obstacles.  Its  rises  are  high  and  sud- 
den, being  often  tri-annually.  It  drains 
a  fertile  country,  and  has  much  valu- 
able water-power. 

The  BuffeiloVorkof  the  Wapsipine- 
con, though  not  the  largest,  is  probably 
one  of  the  most  valuable  mill-streams 
in  this  portion  of  the  territory.  Its  nu- 
merous tributaries  afibrd  abundance  of 
water  ioj  sawing  and  grinding  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year. 

The  water-courses  of  Jones  are  gene- 
rally skirted  with  a  sufficiency  of  ex- 
cellent timber;  in  the  intervening 
country  the  prairies  are  inclined  to  be 
large,  the  soil  remarkably' fertile,  and 
the  aspect  of  the  country  handsomely 
diversified  with  gentle  undulations  of 
hill  and  dale. 

It  is  scarcely  safe  to  quote  the  glowing 
language  in  whiph  the  beauties  of  the  coun- 
try are  described  in  the  work  from  which 
the  foregoing  extracts  are  taken,  lest  we 
should  be  suspected  of  exaggerating  the 
natural  advantages  of  the  West.  Far  be  it 
from  us  to  revive  the  dying  spirit  of  western 
speculation  from  which  the  country  has  suf- 
fered so  much.  We  wish  only  to  keep  before 
the  friends  of  missions  this  great  truth,  that 
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here  is  a  eountry  that  mU.  he  settled  by 
dense  masses  of  huTnan  beings;  and  con- 
sequently that  here  should  soon  be  planted 
the  institutions  of  the  Gospel. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  country  is 
filling  up,  may  be  inferred  from  such  facts  as 
the  following. 

IOWA  CITY. 


About  the  first  of  May,  1839,  Mr. 
Swan,  the  acting  commissioner,  selec- 
ted this  spot,  then  in  a  state  of  nature, 
surrounded  by  savages,  Powesheick's 
band  of  Sacs  being  two  or  three  miles 
below,  (at  what  is  now  Napoleon.) 
And  even  as  late  as  June  following, 
tl^e  sojourner  was  compelled  to  sleep  in 
his  blanket  for  nearly  two  weeks.    On 


the  busy  workmen  engaged  on  half  as  ' 
many  more.  At  that  time,  conversing 
with  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
who  came  to  the  "  city"  the  week  pre- 
ceding, and  had  a  frame  house  covered, 
and  his  goods  in  it ;  he  said  to  me, 
"five  days  ago  my  house  was  in  the 
woods,  growing." 

I  have  heara  of  cities  springing  into 
existence  as  if  by  magic,  but  in  no  case 
have  I  ever  known  the  application  so 
just  as  when  ^plied  to  this  young  capi- 
tal of  Iowa.  When  the  mind  refers 
back,  as  it  were,  but  to  a  single  leaf  in 
the  calendar  of  time,  reviewing  the  re- 
cent past,  and  contemplating  the  omi- 
nous present,  rife  with  the  coming  de- 
velopments of  the  future,  how  exalted 
must  be  its  conceptions  of  the  destin^r 
that  awaits  us,  if  our  institutions  are 


the  first  of  July,  1839,  the  survey  of  the  I  formed  on  the  broad  basis  of  public  mo- 
city  was  commenced  under  the  direction  |  rals,  religion,  and  virtue !    Then  are 


of  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  the 
taste  displayed,  and  liberality  evinced 
in  the  size  of  lots,  width  of  streets, 
public  squares,  school  and  church  re- 
serves, reflects  the  highest  credit  upon 
the  enlightened  judgment  of  the  com- 
missioners. 

The  design  of  the  capitol  is  a  chaste 
specimen  of  Grecian  architecture,  with 
horizontal  cornice  and  entablature,  sur- 
mounted by  a  dome  supported  by  twen- 
ty-two Corinthian  columns.  It  is  120 
feet  in  length  by  sixty  wide,  two  stories 
high  from  the  basement 

Up  to  the  present  time,  1840,  being 
about  fourteen  months  from  the  com- 


mencement of  Iowa  City,  it  contains  a    "What!"  says  I,  "have  you  a  *lyce. 


population  of  about  700  inhabitants,  a 
spacious  city  hotel,  three  or  four  brick 
buildings,  and  several  others  in  pro- 
gress, ten  dry  goods,  grocery,  and  pro- 
vision stores,  one  drug  store,  one  sad- 1 
dlery,  two  blacksmiths,  one  gunsmith,  j 
three  or  four  coffee-houses,  four  law- 
yers, three  physicians,  one  church,  and 
one  primary  school ;  in  short,  present- 
ing all  the  appearance,  bustle,  and  ac- 
tivity of  a  city  of  years,  rather  than  a 
prodigy  of  months. 

Should  the  skeptical  feel  inclined  to 
question  the  accuracy  of  this  statement, 
I  can  assure  them  it  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  personal  inspection.  I  counted, 
even  in  the  middle  of  last  May,  rising 
of  100  buildings,  and  saw  and  heard 

1* 


our  liberties  secure,  and  our  prosperity 
certain. 


The  following  itdventore  shows  that  Hm 
spirit  of  improvement  is  not  confined  to  mer^ 
physical  matters. 


Travelling  over  the  "Keokuck  Re- 
serve," last  spring,  which,  up  to  1836, 
was  owned  and  peopled  by  the  Indians, 
I  halted  for  the  night  The  settler  in- 
vited me,  after  finishing  a  hearty  sup- 
per, to  go  with  him  to  the  "  lyceum." 
Knowing  there  was  no  village  neai>— 


um*  here  ?"  "  Ah,"  says  he,  "  merely  a 
'  debating  society,*  held  twice  a  week 
in  the  *  horse-milP  yonder."  I  went  to 
the  "  lyceum,"  on  the  margin  of  a  rivu- 
let where  the  squaws  planted  com  in 
1835.  The  subject  was,  "The  re- 
charter  of  the  United  States  Bank." 
.Our  speaker  was  clad  a  la  pioneeri  in  a 
jeans  hunting-shirt,  belted  round  with 
a  leathern  girdle,  corduroy  leggins, 
cowhide  brogans,  &c.  Since  that 
eventful  night,  chance  has  thrown  me, 
a  delighted  listener,  within  the  walls  of 
the  Capitol,  the  Odeon,  and  the  Broad- 
way Tabernacle ;  yet  seldom  has  it 
been  my  lot  to  listen  to  more  sensible 
remarks  than  fell  from  the  lips  of  the 
orator  at  the  "  horse-mill." 
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WJSCONSDf. 

JVoOT  Rev.  J.  U.  Parsons^  Pike  Grove, 
.    Wis. 

BEVIVAL  AT  MOUNT  PLEASANT. 

In  December,  I  was  called  on  an 
ecclesiastical  council*  together  with  Brs. 
Curtis  of  Prairieville  a^  Sherman  of 
Troy,  and  delegates  from  their  churches, 
to  ordain  ai^  instal  Mr.  Macpherson  to 
the  ministry  in  this  place.  The  occa- 
sicoi  was  one  of  peculiar  interest,  from 
the  fact  that  it  was  the  first  body  of  the 
kind  ever  constituted  in  the  territory, 
and  the  first  installation. 

Mount  Pleasant  is  a  beautiful  farming 
township  lying  west  of  Racine.  A  little 
more  than  a  year  ago,  several  families 
moved  in  firom  Sturbridee,  Mass.,  and 
othersfrom  England  and  Celand.  Among 
the  latter,  was  the  pastor  elect,  who  had 
resided  in  England.  The  Sturbridge 
families  brought  with  them  their  lote 
of  religious  ordinances.  They  could 
leave  the  green  graves  of  their  fathers, 
and  the  warm  embrace  of  friendship, 
but  the  ark  of  God  must  go  with  Aem 
into  the  wilderness.  They  set  up  re- 
ligious worship,  and  commenced  a  tem- 
perance society,  which,  at  the  time  of 
the  ordination,  numbered  one  hundred 
and  fifty  members — almost  the  whole 
settlement  It  had  closed  one  retailing 
tavern  and  banished  intoxicating  drink 
from  that  part  of  the  town.  In  the 
spring,  a  congregational  church  of  seven 
members  was  organized  in  this  settle- 
ment 

ORDINATION  SEEVICE8. 

The  ordination  and  installation  ser- 
vices were  delightful.  A  large  school- 
house,  just  finished  with  desks,  in  the 
New  England  style,  was  well  filled 
with  attentive  hearers. 

This  little  vine  has  been  spreading 
out  its  leaves  for  the  dews  of  heaven, 
for  sometime  past  The  sisters,  espe- 
cially, had  been  pleading  for  a  blessing 
in  their  closets,  and  in  the  female 
prayer-meeting.  There  was  to  be 
preaching  in  the  evening;  but  previous 
to  the  hour  appointed,  a  young  man,  the 
only  child  of  the  pastor,  was  hopefully 


brought  to  repentance.  At  the  close  of 
the  meeting,  almost  all  the  impenitent 
present,  were  so  much  affected,  as  to 
ex}H«8s  anxiety  for  their  salvation. 
Among  them  was  a  man  56  years  old* 
the  former  keeper  of  tiie  tavern,  and 
pioneer  of  the  settlement  It  was  now 
evident  that  Grod  was  in  the  midst  of  us^ 
Br.  Curtis  and  I  continued  to  labor, 
with  the  pastor,  more  than  a  week, 
preaching  each  evening,  and  occasion- 
ally in  the  day-time.  The  attendance 
and  solemnity  increased,  until  nearly  all 
in  the  settlement  were  brought,  as  we 
hope,  to  the  fold  of  Christ  Manv  a 
household  altar,  which  had  been  broken 
down,  was  repaired;  and  many  new 
ones  erected. 

A  sister  in  the  church  had  come  from 
Massachusetts  with  an  impenitent  hus- 
band and  nine  children.  She  can  now 
kneel  down  with  her  companion,  and 
four  believing  children,  (all  that  are 
more  than  ten  years  old)  who  love  the 
same  Saviour  and  worship  the  same  Grod. 
Said  she,  **  my  friends  tried  to  dissuade 
me  from  coming  and  taking  so  large  a 
family  away  from  religious  privileges  ; 
but  I  told  tnem  that  God  could  spread 
a  table  for  me  in  the  wilderness.  But,'' 
said  she,  "  I  little  expected  it  would  be 
so  soon,  and  so  wonderful !" 

BEMARES. 

In  the  foregoing  we  have  another  example 
o{  the  beneficial  results  of  famiHts  cLsaoei- 
ating  together  to  carry  religious  institutions 
with  them  to  the  West.  A  still  more  striking 
case  is  that  of  Vermontville,  in  Michigan, 
(see  the  last  number  of  the  Home  Mission- 
ary.) Indeed,  we  do  not  remember  a  single 
instance,  in  which  such  religious  c(^onies, 
adhering  to  their  original  purpose,  and  re- 
sisting the  temptations  to  worldliness,  have 
remained  long  unblessed.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fairest  spots  of  nooral  verdure  in 
the  West,  are  those  where  the  soil  has  been 
from  the  first  watered  with  the  tears  of  those 
who  '*  prefer  Jerusalem  above  their  chief 
joy,''  and  who  were  determined  that,  with 
the  help  of  God,  the  institutions  of  piety 
should  be  reared,  though  their  own  worldly 
fortunes  should  never  be  achieved. 
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rUBTHER  FABTICtrLAAS  FEOM  GBEEN  BAY. 

SSnce  the  notice  of  tlie  work  of  grace  at 
this  place  in  our  last  number,  we  have  p- 
eeived  the  following  particvlars  from  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Jeremiah  Porter 

The  blessed  work  of  the  Lord,  of 
which  I  wrote  in  my  last,  has  been  si- 
lently progressing  until  now.  We  have 
not  had  the  thunder  and  the  earthquake ; 
but  the  still  small  voice  has  made  all 
the  children  of  God,  of  every  name,  feel 
that  God  was  here.  Through  the  in- 
finite mercy  of  our  heaveiuy  Father, 
my  health  has  been  almost  perfect  dur- 
ing these  past  months  of  unremitted 
labor ;  so  that  I  have  been  enabled  to 
accomplish  more,  and  enjoy  more  than 
I  have  ever  done  in  the  same  period,  at 
any  previous  time  in  my  life.  I  have 
been  happily  sustained  by  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  a  praying  church.  Scarce 
a  week  has  passed  during  the  winter, 
in  which  there  have  not  been  some  ap- 
parent conversions.  And  some  of  these 
have  been  of  a  deeply  interesting  cha- 
racter. The  converts  have  been  of 
various  ages  and  classes  in  society,  from 
the  venerable  and  highly  esteemed  mo- 
ther of  near  sixty,  to  the  lad  of  ten 
years ;  though  a  majority  of  them  are 
between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty 
years. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  of  this  month, 
we  received  into  communion  with  the 
church  twenty-one  persons,  the  first 
fruits  of  the  revival  Of  these,  nine- 
teen were  on  profession  of  their  faith. 
The  company  was  composed  of  nine 
wives,  six  husbands,  four  unmarried 
ladies  and  two  young  men.  Four  of 
the  above  husbands  were  accompanied 
by  their  wives  in  this  solemn  covenant 
with  God  and  his  people ;  the  wives  of 
the  other  two  were  previously  members 
of  the  visible  church.  These  six  fami- 
lies thus  united  professedly  to  Christ, 
are  enjoying  happiness  to  which  they 
had  been  entire  strangers  until  this 
blessed  winter.  They  speak  of  them- 
selves now  as  perfectly  happy,  while 
tears  of  joy  flow  down  their  cheeks. 
Six  other  husbands  have  begim  to  pray, 
several  of  whom  think  to  unite  with 
our  church  at  a  future  conununion. 
There  are  some  twelve  or  fifteen  more 
persons  indulging  hope,  beside  about 


twenty  that  have  connected  themselves 
with  the  Methodist  and  EpisoopaZ 
churches. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  has  beennoor* 
general  at  Des  P^res  than  in  town ;  and 
though  I  have  preached  there  only  once 
a  week,  nearly  half  the  accessions  to 
our  church  are  from  that  village.  Six 
months  since  there  was  but  one  husband 
there  who  prayed  in  his  family.  Now  ^ 
there  are  eight  husbands  and  their  wives 
who  oflTer  the    delightful  sacrifice    of 

Erayer  and    thanksgiving.     And   our 
ope  and  prayer  is,  that  the  number 
may  soon  be  doubled. 

"bbethben,  pkay  fob  its.'' 

Since  there  is  such  an  accumulation 
of  moral  strength  here,  "why  should 
the  work  cease  f'  The  thought  of  its 
ceasing  while  there  are  so  many  on 
every  side  of  us,  who  are  exerting  an 
immense  moral  influence,  and  whom  we 
cannot  but  love,  on  account  of  their 
many  excellencies  of  character,  and 
who,  by  the  Spirit's  power,  have  been 
brought  very  near  to  the  kingdom,  is 
exceedingly  painful.  I  beg,  therefore, 
that  all  wno  read  this  communication 
will  pray  most  importunately  that  God 
would  aid  his  dear  people  at  Green 
Bay,  to  hold  on  to  his  promises,  and  la- 
bor unweariedly  for  the  conversion  of 
souls,  until  every  knee  here  shall  bow 
humbly  to  Christ  Let  them  remem- 
ber that  there  is  but  one  church  of  our 
own  name  within  near  two  hundred 
miles  of  us ;  and  that  Satan  has  so  long 
had  his  seat  here,  that  he  will  not  resign 
it  without  a  mighty  struggle ;  and  they 
are  commanded,  "Bear  ye  one  ano- 
ther's burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of 
Christ" 

PABTICULAB  CASES. 

•  One  woman  now  hoping  that  God  for 
Christ's  sake  has  forgiven  her  sins  and 
converted  her  husband,  though  now 
near  three-score  years  old,  who  was 
born  of  Catholic  parents  in  Montreal, 
says  she  never  saw  the  sacrament  ad- 
ministered by  Protestants  until  this 
month.  Now  she  blesses  God  for  what 
she  has  seen,  and  heard,  and  feh  in  her 
old  age,  after  such  a  long  life  in  igno* 
I  ranee  and  sin. 
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One  of  the  converts,  now  a  lovely 
/  member  of  our  church,  said,  "Until  this 
winter,  I  hated  the  very  sight  of  a 
Presbyterian."  And  the  next  evening, 
after  he  heard  me  preach  for  the  first 
time,  he  came  to  my  house,  the  tears 
rolling  down  his  hardy  cheeks,  and 
grasping  me  by  the  hand,  almost  his 
first  salutation  was:  "O,  Mr.  P.,  pray 
for  me !"  I  never  saw  more  clear  evi- 
dence of  a  broken  heart  Another  said : 
**  I  bless  God  that  he  brought  me  from 
England,  and  all  the  way  to  Green  Bay, 
to  convert  my  soul."  He  and  his  wife, 
also  from  England,  are  now,  to  human 
appearance,  Christians. 


From  Rev.W.  Arms,  Aztalan,Wis.  Ter. 


In  making  report  at  the  end  of  my 
third  quarter,  I  have  to  speak  of  the 
goodness  of  God  in  our.  present  health 
and  comfort,  though  we  have  been  sorely 
<5hastened  by  sickness,  and  especially  by 
the  death  of  our  dear  and  only  child 
since  entering  the  field.  Our  Father 
knows  just  how  much  chastisement  we 
need,  and  we  would  not  ask  him  to 
spare  us  from  a  single  stroke  that  is 
necessary. 

Since  entering  the  territory,  I  have 
not  been  prevented  by  want  of  health, 
from  preaching  twice  every  Sabbath. 
We  have  a  church  organized  in  this 
place  and  a  temperance  society  in  opera- 
tion. I  have  a  weekly  lecture  which 
with  the  meetings  on  the  Sabbath,  is 
pretty  well  attended.  The  monthly 
concert  is  attended  here  and  at  Fort 
Atkinson  every  month,  in  one  on  Sab- 
bath, and  in  the  other  on  Monday  eve- 
ning ;  well  attended.  Attention  to  the 
word  preached  has  been  generally  good, 
and  there  have  been  some  cases  of  seri- 
ousness, and  two  oi*  three  of  hopeful 
conversion.  There  are  several  places 
in  the  neighborhood  where  I  might  pro- 
fitably spend  considerable  time,  and 
should  occasionally  lecture  had  I 
strength  to  do  so.  I  think  my  health 
is  improving,  and  I  hope  ere  long  to  be 
able  to  do  more  than  I  have. 


ILLINOIS. 
From  Rev*  J.  G.  Porter,  L§ckportr  III 

A  FILLJkR   REMOVED. 

Since  my  last  communication,  we 
have  been  deeply  afflicted  in  the  re* 
moval  by  death  of  our  dear  and  valuable 
brother,  deacon  John  Grooding,  formerly 
of  Lockport,  N.  Y.  Last  year  he 
located  himself  in  this  village,  and  im- 
mediately connected  himself  with  the 
church.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  chris- 
tian feeling ;  he  loved  the  Saviour,  and 
was  truly  anxious  to  glorify  God,  both 
with  body  and  soul.  He  prayed  for  the 
peace  of  Jerusalem,  and  in  every  possi- 
ble way,  sought  the  welfare  of  our  in- 
fant society.  His  experience  in  church 
business,  his  exemplary  conduct,  his 
circumstances,  all  gave  promise  of  great 
usefulness.  But,  alas !  the  very  man  to 
whom  every  eye  was  turned,  and  with- 
out whose  aid  and  influence  it  wa» 
thought  this  feeble  church  could  nqt 
possibly  live,  has  been  taken  from  us. 
How  mysterious  are  the  dispensations 
of  divine  providence !  You  can  hardly 
conceive  how  afflictive  such  a  stroke  is 
to  a  feeble  church. 

We  have  also  lost  several  other  valu- 
able members  by  removals,  and  are  now 
left  a  very  small  handful  in  this  wilder- 
ness :  but  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church  still  lives,  and  in  him  we  would 
repose  the  fullest  confidence. 

Public  worship  on  the  Lord's  day  is 
generally  well  attended ;  and  of  late, 
a  good  degree  of  seriousness  has  been 
visible.  We  are  looking  for,  and  eam- 
nestly  desiring  better  days — ^times  of 
refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord.  Our  Sabbath  school  is  somewhat 
interesting.  Besides  preaching  regu- 
larly in  this  village,  I  frequently  visit 
the  surrounding  settlements,  and  preach 
the  word  of  life.  Your  missionaries  are 
subject  to  numerous  calls  in  this  new 
country ;  both  their  time  and  strength 
are  severely  taxed.  I  frequqntly  ride  ^ve, 
ten,  even  fifteen  miles  out,  to  attend  a 
funeral.  The  custom  has  obtained  in 
this  county  of  having  a  sermon  preached 
on  every  funeral  occasion ;  and  notwith- 
standing it  costs  a  great  deal  of  labor, 
I  should  be  sorry  to  see  it  abandoned, 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  in  a  great  many 
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instances,  deep  and  lasting  inq)ressions 
have  been  made  on  the  minds  of  those 
who  attended. 


From  Rev,  J,  WUcox^  GeneseOf  Henry 
Co.,  Ill 

PERSEVERANCE  BLESSED. 

Since  my  last,  the  Lord  has  rebuked 
us  for  our  unbelief  and  despondency, 
and  cheered  us  once  more  with  the 
tokens  of  his  love,  in  the  special  out- 
pouring of  his  Spirit 

Sharon,  Whiteside  Co.,  12  miles 
north  of  this,  the  place  where  I  have 
been  laboring  one  fourth  of  my  time  for 
more  than  two  years,  has  been  indeed  a 
moral  desolation,  disheartening  to  the 
feeble  atempts  that  have  been  made  to 
l^ant  there  the  standard  of  the  cross. 
Drinking,  horse-racing,  sabbath-break- 
ing, proraneness  and  dancing,  the  usual 
concomitants  of  Universalism,  were  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  first  thing  of 
interest  that  arrested  my  attention  on  my 
•first  visit  to  the  place,  was  a  group  of 
fix>m  twenty  to  forty  men  and  £)ys,  as- 
sembled but  a  short  distance  from  the 
place  where  I  was  to  preach  next  day, 
to  spend  the  Saturday  afternoon  in  drink- 
ing and  horse-racing.  The  Sabbath 
came,  and  although  it  was  the  first  time 
there  had  been,  preaching,  some  ten  or 
fifteen,  mostly  children,  composed  my 
audience;  and  for  two  years,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  Sabbaths, 
that  was  about  the  average  number  of 
my  adult  hearers.  Notwithstanding,  at 
the  request  of  one  brother  and  three 
sisters,  one  of  whom  was  over  seventy 
years  of  age,  living  with  her  son,  the 
brother  referred  to,  five  miles  from  the 
place,  I  organized  a  church,  last  April,  as 
reported  to  you,  consisting  of  the  above 
four  members.  Two  or  three  others, 
<Mice  professors  at  the  East,  were  pre- 
sent ;  but  they  stood  aloof,  to  the  great 
grief  of  the  faithful  few.  Truly,  me- 
thought,  amidst  many  hopes  and  fears, 
that  the  Tobiahs  present  might  say, 
"even  that  which  these  feeble  few  build, 
if  a  fox  go  up,  he  shall  even  break  down 
their  stone  wall."  Nay,  such  I  have 
^ince  learned  was  the  feeling  of  some  of 
the  backslidden  professors  there  ;  as  one 


reeeii^y  told  me,  he  "  thought  it  a  foolish 
business."  And  from  that  time  forward, 
through  all  the  summer  and  fall,  the  in- 
terest of  religion  seemed  to  decline, 
there  being  rarely  if  ever  more  than  two 
of  the  little  church  together  at  once. 
Even  my  own  dear  brethren  of  this  place, 
tried  to  dissuade  me  from  attempting 
any  thing  more  for  them,  and  I  had 
about  concluded  never  again  to  admin- 
ister the  communion  there,  but  advised 
them  to  disband  and  unite  with  other 
churches,  twelve  miles  distant 

Yet  something  seemed  to  say, "  be  not 
weary  in  well  doing  :  for  in  due  season 
ye  shall  reap  if  ye  faint  not"  This,  in 
connection  with  the  fact,  that  every  time 
I  left,  one  of  my  most  constant  hearers, 
an  influental,  impenitent  man,  a  mer* 
chant,  said  "  don't  be  discouraged,  I  hope 
there  will  be  more  out  next  time." 
Hence  about  the  mijdle  of  January,  1 
purposed  to  commence  a  course  of  visit- 
ing from  house  to  house,  and  converse 
and  pray  with  every  member  of  every 
family  if  possible,  and  labor  fcwr  their 
salvation,  and  in  connexion  with  this,  to 
preach  every  evening  at  some  central 
spot  A  few  days  preceding  this,  an 
influential  man  about  forty  years  of  age* 
was  suddenly  removed  by  death,  wi3i- 
out  an  hour  to  prepare  for  eternity, 
leaving  a  widow  with  eleven  children, 
without  the  consolations  of  the  Gospel, 
to  support  them  under  their  deep  afflic- 
tion. By  request,  I  attended  his  funeral, 
and  preached  a  sermon,  and  found  for 
the  first  tim^  nearly  every  person  in 
the  settlement  that  could  be  out, 
gathered  together,  although  the  cold  was 
intense,  and  there  was  no  convenient 
place  to  shield  them  from  the  bleak 
prairie  winds.  The  portion  of  scripture 
selected  for  the  occasion,  was  Matth. 
24.  44.  "Therefore  be  ye  also  ready : 
for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think 
not,  the  Son  of  man  come^"  So- 
lemnity was  depicted  upon  every  coun- 
tenance, and  tears  flowed  from  every 
eye.  Two  days  after,  I  commenced 
visiting,  feeling  that  God  had  |>re- 
pared  the  way,  as  to  him  had  seen 
best ;  and  the  first  person  I  met,  showed 
that  God's  Spirit  had  preceded  m©.  The 
first  case  of  heart-felt  sorrow  for  sin,  was 
a  back-slidden  professor,  who  though 
once  zealous  at  the  East,  had  acted  as 
though  religion  could  be  dispensed  with 
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at  the  West  From  that  time,  for  nearly 
two  weeks,  I  preached  every  evening  and 
visited  every  day,  from  house  to  house, 
scattered  far  apart  over  the  prairies,  and 
among  the  groves.  My  heart  rejoiced, 
and  my  strength  was  renewed,  to  wit- 
ness the  humble  confessions  and  deep 
repentance  of  some  of  the  most  hopeless 
backsliders,  and  also  the  conversion  of 
several  influential,  but  very  wicked 
men.  The  inpenitent  merchant,  men- 
tioned above,  was  the  first  case  of  de- 
cided conversion,  and  now,  bids  fair  to 
make  one  of  Zion's  most  efficient  sup- 
porters. 

Yesterday  being  the  Lord's  day,  I 
was  encouraged  once  more  to  admin- 
ister the  communion,  and  the  little 
church  that  numbered  only  four,  when 
this  blessed  work  began,  now  numbers 
fifteen,  all  adults,  nine  of  whom  are 
males.  Four  united  by  letter,  but  are 
regarded  as  newly  converted,  and  seven 
by  profession,  inpludinff  two  physicians, 
one  magistrate,  and  aU  are  men  of  in- 
fluence. Three  have  joined  the  Metho- 
dists ;  a  few  others  will  unite  the  next 
opportunity.  The  number  of  decided 
conversions  in  this  little  field,  during 
this  time  of  refreshmg,  is  sixteen,  a 
large  majority  of  them  heads  of  families, 
seven  or  eight  family  altars,  have  been 
erected  for  the  first  time.  Two  of  the 
leading  characters  in  the  group  men- 
tioned above,  as  engaged  in  horse-ra- 
cing and  drinking,  when  I  first  visited 
the  place,  are  now  numbered  among  the' 
Lord's  people.  x 

The  cause  of  temperance,  has  of 
course  received  a  new  impulse.  Nine^ 
teen  new  names  were  added  at  our  last 
meeting,  one  week  since.  The  moral 
influence  of  this  interesting  infant  set- 
tlement, has  been  entirely  changed  in  the 
short  space  of  a  few  weeks.  Although 
wickedness  still  abounds  there,  the 
worshipping  assembly  has  been  made  to 
assume  the  most  important  place  in 
society.  One  of  the  physicians  named 
above  was  a  decided  and  efficient 
Universalist,  and  the  magistrate  an 
avowed  naturalist,  or  atheist  How 
great  the  change,  for  behold  they  are 
now  praying  men.  Truly,  the  Lord  has 
done  marvellous  things  for  us,  whereof 
we  are  glad.  Yet,  dear  brother,  we  need 
your  prayers  and  sympathies,  for  many 
are  stout-hearted,  and  far  from  right- 
ousness. 


BNCOUBAGKMENT     IN    CONSBQUENCE    OF 
MISSIONARY  AH).     * 

The  commission  granted  me  by  your 
Society  was  very  gratefully  received- 
For  some  days  previous,  I  had  been  in 
a  state  of  despondency,  but  my  heart 
was  much  encouraged  by  your  kind 
hand  extended  to  this  distant  region  to 
help  me. 

There  has  been  but  one  Sabbath 
for  the  period  of  six  months,  which 
I  now  report,  when  I  have  not  met  one 
of  the  flock  of  which  I  have  the  charge. 
That  Sabbath  was  the  coldest  day  I 
ever  experienced  in  this  or  in  any  other 
country ;  the  mercury  having  sunk  to 
23  degrees  below  zero.  Yet  I  walked 
^ve  miles  on  that  day,  (for  I  was  afraid 
to  ride,)  but  we  had  only  a  few  to  form 
a  social  meeting  in  a  private  dwelling. 

TEMPERANCE. 

There  is  little  to  report  unusual  in 
my  present  field  of  labor,  except  that 
the  cause  of  temperance  has  been  mak- 
ing  very    considerable    advances    in 

S ,  for  the  past  few  months.    More 

than  eighty  have  recently  signed  the 
pledge  of  total  abstinence  in  that  set- 
tlement 

MINISTERS  WANTED  IN  ILLINOIS. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  des- 
titution of  impcatant  fields  of  labor  in 
this  region,  some  of  which  were  once 
occupied  by  your  missionaries.  Foun- 
tain Green,  Camp  Creek,  La  Harpe, 
Carthage,  Rushville,  Big  Neck,  Wood- 
viDe,  Chili,  Round  Prairie,  &.C.,  are 
among  the  number. 


GENERAL  USEFULNESS. 

We  have  had  during  the  past  winter, 
times  oi  interest  and  unusual  solemnity, 
and  of  good  attendance  on  preaching, 
but  nothing  marked;  no  conversions. 
There  are  now,  I  think,  some  indications 
of  the  Lord's  presence. 

MALE  AND  FEMALE  SCHe)OLS. 

I  sent  out  from  our  church  and  school 
last  season  two  promising  pious  young 
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men  prepared  for  college,  one  of  which 
is  now  in  college  with  the  ministry  in 
view,  and  the  other  is  teaching.  Two 
more  are  now  nearly  prepared  for  col- 
lege, and  others  are  advancing,  three  of 
whom  are  members  of  our  church;  and 
I  trust  Uie  Lord  will  convert  the  rest, 
and  make  them  ministers.  I  may  safely 
say  we  have  three  or  four  young  men 
from  this  church  in  training  for  the 
ministry.  The  young  ladies  go  out  as 
teachers  in  summer.  In  addition  to  this, 
we  have  a  common  district  school, 
taught  by  a  devoted  young  man.  Our 
Bible  class  in  winter  includes  all  who 
reaclr  the  place  of  meeting  by  10  o'clock, 
from  40  to  80  in  number.  We  have 
120  Sabbath  school  scholars,  and  about 
the  same  number  of  volumes  in  our  S. 
school  library.  Temperance  is  not  ad- 
vancing much;  the  Society  numbers 
about  150.  We  have  a  society  for  the 
suppression  of  Sabbath  profanation,  and 
the  traveller  who  cares  for  his  charac- 
ter here,  had  better  stop  over  Sabbath. 


From  Rev.  B.  F.  Morris^  Warsaw^  III 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important 
points  above  St.  Louis.  It  is  at  the 
head  of  navigation  for  large  boats,  and 
sometimes  during  the  season,  even  the 
smallest  class  of  boats  are  not  able  to 
get  over  the  Des  Moines  Rapids,  four 
miles  above  the  village.  It  commands 
the  trade  of  an  extensive  and  fertile 
country,  for  forty  and  fifty  miles  back ; 
and  being  immediately  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  the  trade 
from  Missouri,  and  a  part  of  Iowa,  natu- 
rally flows  to  this  place.  Nature  has, 
in  a  physical  point  of  view,  lavished  her 
gifts  with  an  unsparing  hand,  and  has 
indicated,  that  at  no  distant  period,  War- 
saw will  be  a  large  flourishing  commer- 
cial town,  containing  several  thousand 
inunorta]  souls.  Hence  the  importance 
of  the  conservative,  saving  influence  of 
the  Gospel ;  hence  the  necessity  of  the 
faithful,  regular  administration  of  the 
word  of  life,  in  a  place  that  now 'con- 
tains five  hundred  souls,  and  which 
will  in  a  few  years  contain  as  many 
thousands.  But  notwithstanding  the 
favorable  location  of  the  place,  there  is 
a  wonderful  degree  of  carelessness  in 


regard  to  morals  and  religk>n.  Many 
act  as  if  they  practically  believed  that 
a  society  could  grow  up  without  the  aid 
of  the  blessed  influences  of  our  holy 
religion,  a  position  disproved  by  the  his- 
tory of  the  whole  world. 

KEVIVAL  IN  WATERLOO,  MO. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to 
Waterloo,  Mo.,  where  Brother  Clarke, 
of  Fort  Madison,  has  been  holding  a 
protracted  meeting.  Under  the  faith- 
ful labors  of  that  brother,  a  precious  re- 
vival has  been  going  on.  God,  to  his 
own  glory,  has  done  a  great  work. 
Christians  have  been  brought  together, 
and  about  twenty  souls  hopefully  con- 
verted ;  some  of  whom  are  men  of  in- 
fluence in  the  county.  O  may  the 
Lord  soon  send,  in  his  great  mercy,  true 
revivals  all  over  our  nation,  and  the 
world ! 


ARE  THESE  THINGS  Sol 

A  source  of  prejudice. 

I  will  mention  a  fact,  for  I  feel  that 
such  facts  ought  to  be  known  by  eastern 
Christians,  and  especially  by  certain 
eastern  ministers.  A  prejudice  is 
awakened  in  the  minds  of  many  in  this 
(Country  against  religion  and  against  the 
ministry,  by  a  fact  which  is  well  known 
in  this  country,  that  eastern  Christians, 
and  some  ministers  of  high  standing  in 
the  eastern  churches,  furnish  money  for 
settlers  to  purchase  their  land,  at  an 
exorbitant  interest — an  interest  which 
in  these  hard  times  many  will  not  be 
able  to  pay,  and  will  thus  lose  their 
land,  improvements  and  all.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say,  whether  these  Christians 
and  christian  ministers  do  right  or  wrong ; 
but  one  thing  is  certain :  they  prejudice 
the  minds  of  multitudes  against  reli- 
gion and  against  the  ministry.  They 
may  prove  the  means  of  ruin  to  multi- 
tudes. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY  ARGUMENT. 

Some  persons  inquire,  "  Can  you  not  come 
out  with  some  new  and  overwhelming  argu' 
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ment  in  favor  of  the  Home  Misnonsry  cause, 
which  shall  constn^  the  public  to  give  it 
^e  elevated  place  to  which  it  is  entitled  1" 

In  reply,  we  say,  the  Home  Missionary 
argument  is  simple,  and  founded  on  obvious 
truths ;  and  however  weighty,  it  has  little  of 
novelty.  It  is  made  up  of  innumerable  facts 
like  the  following: 

The  good  peoiJe  about  D.  are  very 
gratefuffor  ike  aid  your  Society  have 
seen  fit  to  grant  them.  I  trust  that 
by  it,  you  will  be  the  means  of  establish- 
ing and  building  up  a  christian  church. 
Without  aid,  they  would  not  have  been 
able  to  make  a  beginning  this  year. 

This  is  one  case;  but  hear  the  language  of 
a  Presbytery  :— 

Our  Presbytery  met  in  February. 
Your  Society  was  remembered ;  and  I 
assure  you,  we  could  not  forget  how 
much  you  are  doing  for  this  part  of 
Zion.  One  of  the  brethren,  in  urging 
the  claims  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  remarked, 
that  our  existence  as  a  Presbjrtery  de- 
pended almost  on  your  Society.  TrujB, 
a  few  brethren  were  sustained  without 
foreign  aid,  but  I  believe  they  were  once 
your  missionaries ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  Society,  their  churches  would 
not  now  have  been  as  prosperous  as 
they  are. 

What  is  here  asserted  of  the  usefulness 
and  even  indispensableness  of  the  Home 
Missionary  work,  in  a  few  cases,  is  asserted 
in  a  thousand  caees.  The  land  is  full  of 
proof  of  the  good  it  has  done^  and  the  need 
of  its  going  on  to  c^  Tnort.  This,  then 
is  the  great  Home  Missionary  claim.  It  uses 
God's  appointed  way  of  doing  good  ;  it  has 
received  his  sanction,  in  the  success  which 
be  gives  it?  it  appears  to  have  been 
the  only  way— the  «m«  qua  non  —  for 
building  up  hundreds  of  churches;  and 
an  almost  unbounded  field,  in  the  same 
needy  and  dependent  condition  now  de- 
mands its  care,  on  a  still  broader  and  more  ef- 
ficient scale.  If  this  be  not  an  argument  for 
Home  Missions,  we  cannot  hope  to  derive 
one  firom  the  history  of  the  past,  the  wants 
of  thepreseat,  or  the  prospects  of  the  future.  | 


mCfilOAN. 

APPEAL  FBOM  A  MISSIONAET's  WIFE, 

Far  a  Library  for  her  HusharuL 

After  duly  considering  the  following  ap-« 
peal,  we  have  co.ncluded  that  the  most 
effectual  way  of  promoting  the  object  of  the 
writer,  will  be  to  give  her  an  opportunity  to 
speak  for  herself  to  the  readers  of  the  Home 
Missionary.  Most  heartily  do  we  second 
her  petition;  and  hope  that  it  will  be  effec- 
tual. 

Perhaps  you  may  be  somewhat  sur- 
prised to  receive  a  letter  from  the  wife 
of  one  of  your  missionaries.  The  only 
apology  I  have  for  writing  is  the  im- 
portance of  the  object,  which  I  have  to 
urge  upon  your  consideration. 

We  have  been  in  the  West  seven 
years  ;  and  all  the  time,  except  one 
year,  have  been  engaged  in  the  service 
of  your  Society.  It  has  been  a  scene 
of  constant  toil,  and  privation  of  every 
luxury,  and  often  of  the  comforts  of  life. 
We  have  had  to  use  the  most  rigid 
economy  in  order,  if  possible,  to  remain 
on  the  field.  We  have  often  been 
tempted  to  yield  the  conflict,  and  return 
to  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt  The  thought 
of  leaving  these  feeble  but  growing 
churches  in  the  West,  to  be  broken 
down  and  effaced  from  this  far-spread- 
ing  and  beautiful  valley,  has  kept  us 
here  till  the  present  time.  The  funds 
that  your  Society  has  kindly  granted  us 
have  been  expended,  and  yet  we  are 
involved.  Often  have  we  tried  to  do 
I  without  the  comforts  of  life  in  order  to 
lay  up  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  a 
small  library;  and  as  often  have  we 
been  defeated.  Our  only  hope,  under 
God,  is  in  the  effort  that  we  now  make 
in  writing  to  you — ^that  you  would  kindly 
intercede  for  'Us  with  your  wealthy 
clergymen  and  lay  brethren — oi;  pursue 
any  other  method  that  you  may  judge 
proper.  Perhaps  you  may  think  this 
too  great  a  demand  upon  you ;  but  you 
would  no^  if  you  could  see  the  dejected 
countenance  and  hear  the  half-sup- 
pressed sigh  of  your  brother  in  Christ, 
as  he  sits  down  before  his  empty  shelves 
to  handle  over  his  pamphlets  and  few 
periodicals,  to    store    his  mind    with 
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some  new  thoughts  for  the  Sabbath. 
Your  missionaries  are  not  in  heathen 
Iknds  ;  but  in  the  midst  of  enlightened^ 
asid  often  well  educated  communities, 
and  surrounded  by  unbelievers  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  every  point  wherein 
a  minister  fails.  What  can  your  Society 
do  without  a  well  informed  ministry? 
Its  energies  will  be  crippled,  and  its 
funds,  in  ?i  great  measure,  thrown  away. 
The  eastern  churches  have  had  very 
eTroneous  views  with  regard  to  western 
character,  and  also  as  to  the  qualifica- 
tions necessary  to  constitute  the  western 
ministry.  They  have  thought  that 
men  of  inferior  talents  who  could  do 
nothing  at  home,  were  the  ones  to  send 
here.*  It  is  just  the  reverse.  There  is 
so  much  pride  in  our  western  villages, 
so  much  native  consequence — that  tiiey 
seem  to  think  their  own  place  i^  the 
centre  of  attraction,  around  which  the 
rest  of  the  world  should  revolve.  Oh 
that  I  could  suitably  make  known  the 
wants  of  our  churches  and  ministry — 
churches  struggling  to  keep  their  minis- 
ters, and  ministers  struggling  to  remain 
on  the  field ! 

I  trust  you  will  let  the  subject  of  this 
appeal  have  its  due  weight  upon  your 
mind.  Act  in  view  of  the  good  of  Zion, 
and  of  the  usefulness  of  a  brother  in 
the  Lord.  These  wants  must  be  met, 
or  soon  he  will  have  to  give  up  the  field, 
and  perhaps,  the  ministry,  because  they 
are  not  supplied.  We  have  received 
only  fifty  dollars"  from  our  church  this 
year,  and  do  not  know  as  we  shall  re- 
ceive as  much  more.  Into  the  hands  of 
God,  I  commit  this  object  Respect- 
fully, your  sister  in  Christ 


We  trust  it  will  be  our  privilege  to-ansHver 
this  appeal  in  a  way  thiK  shall  send  a  thrill  of 
Joy  and  gratitude  through  this  sister's  heart 

Is  there  not  some  benevolent  society  in 
the  favored  land  of  the  pilgrimsi  or  some 
wealthy  ladies,  living  on  a^  income,  be- 
queathed to  them  by  the  affection  and  care 
of  others ;  or  some  aSsdciation  of  young 
men,  ambitious  of  doing  a  real  and  lasting 
j{ood ;  or  some  clergyman,  whom  health  or 
other  circumstances  has  transferred  from 
Che  pulpit  to  secular  pursuits,  who  can  spare 
41  little  library  of  books  suitable  for  a  minis- 
ier'suse,  or  fomish  bim  (hemeass  to  buy  one'? 
VOL,  XVI.  2 


From  Rev.  D.  R,  Dixon,  UmdUUh  Mich, 

The  first  quarter  of  my  present  year 
was  completed  on  the  19th  of  Februaiy. 
The  labors,  I  trusty  have  not  been  m 
vain.  Some  good,  I  believe  has  been 
accomplished,  but  not  to  the  extent 
which  we  desired.  I  have  endeavored 
to  preach  the  Gospel  from  Sabbath  to 
Sabbath^  and  it  has  been  listened  to 
with  some  interest  The  church  have 
been  comforted,  strengthened  and  edi- 
fied. Some  of  them  manifest  a  delight- 
ful willingness  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  advance  the  cause  at  home  and 
abroad.  They  steadfastly  wait  on  all 
the  ordinances  of  religious  Worship, 
being  uniformly  present  when  health 
will  permit,  not  only  on  the  Sabbath,  but 
at  the  Bible  class,  the  monthly  concert^ 
and  the  weekly  prayer  meeting.  In 
addition  to  our  Bible  class,  we  have 
had  since  New* Year's  night  a  meeting 
for  the  instruction  of  the  youth.  It  has 
been  pretty  well  attended.  Dr.  Hawes* 
lectures  to  young  men  have  been  read> 
and  followed  by  addresses  by  the  bre- 
thren and  others.  Thus  we  have  en- 
deavored to  counteract  the  influence  of 
the  numerous  meetings  for  vain  amuse- 
ment»  which  the  young  people  round 
abbut  have  held.  We  hope  and  trust 
the  Lord  Will  ere  long  appear  for  our 
help,  and  arouse  the  attention  of  thd 
gay  and  careless.  These  meetings  we 
purpose  to  continue  as  long  as  they  are 
well  attended. 

SABBATH  SCHOOL  BOOKS  NEEDED. 

Owt  Sabbath-Bchool  library  needs 
replenishing.  I  wrote  to  a  friend 
in  Boston,  Rev.  L.  D^  for  a  gratui- 
tous supply  of  Sunday-school  books 
and  tracts,  but  have  had  no  answer. 
Would  it  not  be  in  your  way  to  send  us 
a  supply  1  AU  the  schools  in  tmr  vicinUy 
need  encouragement  of  this  kind.  My 
youngest  son  is  teaching  school  this 
winter,  at  Yankee-Spring8,Barry  coun^^ 
about  109  miles  west  of  us.  He  wrote 
sometime  ago  that  he  had  just  started  a 
Sabbath-school  in  the  place,  and  wished 
to  know  how  he  could  obtain  a  library. 
I  esteem  it  a  duty  to  lay  before  our 
young  and  feeble  con^egation,  the 
various  claims  of  religious  charity  to 
[interest  their  feelings  on  the  subject, 
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and  train  them  fromtlieir  infancy  to  the 
habit  of  giving,  that  they  may  not  have 
it  to  learn  after  they  arrive  at  manhood. 
The  widow's  mite,  if  given  iram  right 
motives,  is  no  less  acceptable  than  the 
large  donation. 

&  Inspect  to  our  temporal  comfort,  it 
may  be  interesting  to  you  to  be  inform- 
ed, that  our  wants  have  been  remarkably 
supplied  by  our  heavenly  Father's  kind 
providence.  We  were  unable  to  plaster 
our  house  in  the  fall,  but  by  the  aid  of 
the  sisters  at  B.,  N.  Y.,  we  were  en- 
abled to  purchase  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  stove  pipe  to  carry  the  heat  through 
the  various  apartments  of  the  house, 
and  by  pasting  our  old  newspapers  on 
the  clapboards  between  the  studs, 
the  house  has  been  made  quite  com- 
fortable. Our  people  also  made  a  do- 
nation party  a  few  weeks  since,  and 
brought  us  meat  and  grain,  butter  and 
krd,  and  things  useful  in  the  family  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  supply  our  table 

for  months  yet  to  come.   Brother  C , 

too,  has  interested  himself  in  behalf  of 
the  indigent  clergymen  of  the  vicinity, 
and  has  sent  us  a  present  of,  among 
other  things,  some  comfortable  articles 
of  clothing.  In  view  of  all  these  ex- 
pressions of  the  care  and  kind  remem- 
brance of  our  Lord,  surely  we  ought  to 
be  grateful,  and  trust  him  with  unwa- 
Tering  confidence  for  the  time  to  come. 


LIGHT  IN  DABKNESS. 

A  missionary  surrounded  with  pecuniary, 
an  other  difficulties,  thus  acknowledges  the 
Divine  support  which  he  receives  from  the 
promised  presence  of  the  Saviour : 

Some  of  the  Church  determined  to 
twmmence  this  year  more  fully  in  the 
«ervice  of  the  Lord,  than  they  had  done 
any  year  before.  In  some  degree,  I 
think,  I  have  been  led  to  carry  tiiis  de- 
termination into  effect.  Never  before 
has  my  Saviour  appeared  so  precious 
and  so  glorious-— so  mfaiitely  woTihy  of 
iUl  adoration,  as  since  1841  commenced. 
I  have  had  some  of  the  "joy  unspeaka- 
ble and  full  of  glory."  I  have  preached 
most  of  the  evenings  since  the  first  of 
Janua^,  and  have  tmiformly  observed  a 
«XDeltif)g  in  my  congregation.    I  have 


visited  through  the  village  and  con- 
versed  with  the  most  irreligious  men  in 
it,  and  my  message  has  been  listened  to 
with  apparent  £ndness  and  respect^ 
even  in  the  bar-room,  i  I  have  had 
solemn  conversations  with  the  owner 
of  the  ball-alley  and  ibe  distiller.  It  is 
said  the  people  of  this  village  converse 
more  on  the  subject  of  religion  than 
they  have  done.  Profane  swearing  has 
been  awfully  prevalent  here :  I  have 
often  thought  some  gloried  in  compel- 
ling me  to  hear  how  heaven-daring 
they  were.  But  since  this  year  com- 
menced, I  do  not  remember  to  have 
heard  a  profane  oath»  except  in  one 
or  two  instances,  from  persons  from 
abroad. 


EMIGRANTS   WHO   RUN  AWAY  FROM  RE- 
LIGIOUS  INFLUENCES  AT  THE  EAST. 

A  writer,  in  a  late  Home  Mis- 
sioiiary,  speaks  of  emigrants  coming  to 
the  West  to  get  away  from  restraints  of 
the  Gospel.  Tell  our  benefactors  at  the 
East,  that  some  such  emigrants  when 
they  get  here,  begin  to  consider  their 
ways,  and  need  the  missionary  to  tell 
them  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved. 


YIRGINIA. 

From  Rev.  D.  F,  Palmer,  Marion,  V<l 

The  winter  has  been  exceedingly  un- 
favorable for  preaching,  in  consequence 
of  excessive  rains.  Yet  my  appoint* 
ments  have  been  well  attended,  consi- 
dering the  inclemency  of  the  season. 

MERCIES  RECEIVED. 

When  I  take  a  retrospective  glance 
at  the  scenes  of  other  dajrs,  my  heart 
glows  with  emotions  of  gratitude  to  the 
God  of  mercy  who  has  sosignally  blessed 
this  people.  And  still  to  encourage  my 
heart,  and  to  excite  my  gratitude,  the 
Lord  is  still  moving  upon  the  hearts  of 
some  to  whom  I  minister.  Some  will 
attach  themselves  to  the  church  the  first 
opportunity ;  others,  I  trust,  under  ^eir 
present  impressions,  will  submittoChrirt 
to  be  saved  on  the  .teims  of  the  Gospel 

We  contemplate  erecting  a  church 
daring  the  ensuing  summer  and  autumn: 
I  thiidc  we  shall  1^  able  to  accomplish  it* 
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OHIO. 

From  Rev.  J".  C.  Sherwin,  Berliih  O. 

REFBESHING  FEOM  ON  HIGH. 

In  the  last  quarterly  report,  I  alluded 
to  the  state  of  religious  interest,  as 
assuming  a  more  favorable  appearance. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  in- 
terest has  seemed  to  be  on  the  increase, 
though  gradually.  The  tone  of  piety 
is  evidently  elevstted  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church ;  the  inquiry  is  for 
trutht  and  for  dutyt  rather  than  for  mere 
animal  excitement  This  has  also  been 
the  case,  with  such  as  have  been  hope- 
fully converted — they  have  seemed  to 
submit  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Gospel 
under  the  enlightening  and  reclaiming 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Last 
Sabbath  we  received  thirteen  to  our 
communion,  seven  by  profession,  and  six 
by  letter.  It  wa's  to  us  a  solemn,  and 
we  hope  a  profitable  season.  The  Lord 
indeed  appears  to  Tbe  with  us  in  the 
<*  still  small  voice." 


From  Rev,  A,  Boutelle^  Alexandria  and 
Johnstown,  O. 

At  Johnstown  I  cannot  report  any 
thing  of  special  importance.  I  would 
fain  hope  tnere  is  some  seriousness  on 
some  minds,  and  a  constantly  increasing 
attention  to  the  means  of  grace. 

EEVIVAL. 

We  have  enjoyed  for  several  weeks 
an  interesting  revival  at  Alexandria,  in 
which  other  denominations  have  shared. 

The  Baptists  and  Methodists  have 
each  held  a  protracted  meeting.  We 
have  not  resorted  to  any  special  means 
except  an  increase  of  pastoral  visitation, 
and  prayer  meetings  twice  a  week. 
Most  of  our  families  have  shared  in  the 
work,  and  several  heads  of  families, 
with  quite  a  number  of  children  and 
young  people,  have  been  hopefully  con- 
verted  to  God.  At  our  conununion  a 
week  ago,  10  united  with  this  church 
on  profession  of  faith,  six  of  them  heads 
of  families,  several  besides,  we  think, 
will  soon  unite  with  us. 

This  revival  will  giye  a  iiavorable  imp 


pulse  to  our  society,  and  pr^uure  the 
way  for  securing  my  services  eventu- 
ally all  c^  the  time^  I  have  preached 
here  for  two  years,  half  of  the  time  un- 
der every  kind  of  disadvantage,  yet 
through  Uie  blessing  of  God,  we .  hare 
erected  a  meeting-house,  50  by  ^  f»et, 
and  made  it  comfortable  for  worships 
and  the  number  oi  our  dmrch  has  more 
than  doubled. 

EFFICIENCT  OF  HOME  MISSIONABT  AlDu 

This  church  has  had  a  long  infancy. 
When  I  came  they  had  no  place  lor 
meeting,  but  an  open  and  ragged  wagon 
shop  capable  of  holding  50  people,  seated, 
when  assembled,  on  rails  and  scantling. 
There  we  met,  prayed,  and  there  I 
preached  while  me  winds  of  winter 
whistled  around  our  ears.  In  the  midst 
of  this  state  of  things,  I  made  one  pro- 
position, "build  a  meeting-house  and 
live,  or  neglect  it  and  die.**  They 
builded,  have  defrayed  most  of  the  ex- 
pense. And  since  the  eflTort  commenced, 
the  church  has  more  than  doubled  its 
numbers.  Without  some  niursing  hand 
it  appears  to  me  the  church  would  not 
have  survived  to  the  present  time— while 
now  it  bids  fair  to  be  united  useful  and 
prosperous. 


From  Rev.  J.  W.  Eastman,  New^Peters- 
burg,  O. 

BLESSINGS  OF  THE  COVENANT. 

Since  the  first  of  December  we  haw 
admitted  eight  persons  to  our  comnm** 
nion,  six  of  whom  were  received  on  ex- 
amination, and  were  between  the  ages 
of  12  ^d  20.  They  were  the  children 
of  the  church :  and  in  their  admission 
we  would  recognize  that  heart-cheering 
promise  made  to  believing  parents :  "I 
will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed  and 
my  blessing  upon  their  ofifepring,  and 
they  shall  grow  \xp  as  grass  and  as 
willows  by  the  water  courses."  Two  of 
three  young  persons  were  of  a  family 
of  whom  eight  have  been  admitted  since 
I  came  to  this  place,  and  who  are  now, 
with  their  {H-aying  father  and  mother, 
members  in  good  and  regular  standing 
in  the  church. 
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CATECHETICAL  INSTBUCTIDN. 

I  have  six  places  for  catechizing, 
.  which  I  endeavor  to  attend  every  week. 
In  this  way  I  am  enabled  to  explain  and 
enforce  the  great  truths  and  duties 
brought  to  view  in  the  ''  fonn  of  sound 
wer£,"  the  Assembly's  Shorter  Cate- 
chism. I  find  the  people  to  be  more 
interested  in  this  mode  of  instruction 
than  they  are  in  Bible  classes.  This  is 
especially  the  case  of  those  advanced  in 
years.  My  method  is  to  spend  an  hour 
.  or  an  hour  and  a  half  at  a  time,  on  a 
lesson  of  twelve  questions.  Most  of 
my  congregation  attend. 


From  Rev,  J.  W.  Howe^  Licking  Co.,  O. 


BEVIVAI-. 


We  have  been  favored  with  a  pleasant 
little  refreshing  season  from  the  pre> 
sence  of  the  Lord  for  a  few  weeks  past 
in  £jrkersville.  Christians  have  been 
a  good  deal  revived.  Sinners  have  been 
awakened  and  a  few  of  them  hopefully 
converted  fix)m  the  error  of  their  ways. 
Seventeen  of  the  nineteen  mentioned  in 
my  statistical  report,  are  among  those 
who  have  been  blessed  during  this  little 
season  of  revival.  Our  meetings  are 
,9till  well  attended.  We  have  had  meet- 
ings more  frequently  than  usual  for  5 
or  6  weeks  past,  at  7  o'clock  f.  m. 
Some  of  them  were  for  prayer — some 
for  inquirers — and  some  for  preaching. 
I  have  done  all  the  preaching  except 
two  sermons,  and  those  preacl^ed  by 
other  denominations.  None  of  the  con- 
verts have  yet  been  received  by  us  into 
church  fellowship.  There  is  another 
neighborhood  within  our  bounds  where 
our  prayer  meetings  are* becoming  more 
interesting.  This  season  of  refreshing, 
though  small  comparatively,  is  never- 
theless great  for  us.  May  the  Lord,  to 
whom  it  belongs,,  receive  all-wz//  the 
praise  and  glory  1 

Within  the  year,  I  have  distributed 
31  Bibles  and  7  Testaments  in  Etna  and 
Harrison  townships. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

From  Rev.  J,  W.  PMUips^  Momil  Joy^ 
Pa, 

A  CHURCH  FORMED  AND  BLESSED. 

Your  missionary  spent  about  five 
weeks  in  the  borough  of  Williamsport, 
Lycoming  county.  Pa.,  and  in  compli- 
ance  with  the  earnest  solicitations  of  a 
few  pious  individuals— organized  al^res- 
byterian  church,  consisting  of  fifteen 
members^  and  added  subsequently  by 
profession  of  faith,  fifty-one  individuals, 
and  two  from  another  church — ^making 
in  all,  now  united  to  that  church  sixty- 
eight  Most  of  these  were  brought  in 
during  a  previous  season  of  refreshing- 
with  which  the  Lord  favored  the  efibrts 
of  his  peo{de  to  sustain  the  Gospel 
among  them.  Many  are  young  men 
and  young  ladies.  Some  of  the  pre- 
cious young  men  I  trust  the  Lord  will 
in  due  time  call  into  the  sacred  ministry. 

The  church  in  Mount  Joy  is  now  com- 
pleting a  comfortable  and  substantial  ' 
house  of  worship — 43  feet  by  55,  con- 
structed of  brick  in  an  eligible  situa- 
tion. 


From  Rev.  J.  B,  McCreary,  Great  Bend^ 
Pa. 

We  are  enjoying  at  present,  a  refresb- 
ing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord ;  the 
church  are  much  revived,  15  or  20  hope- 
fully converted,  and  a  number  of  others 
inquiring  what  they  shall  do  to  be  saved. 


CANADA. 


From  RevfD.  Dobie,  HunLingdmhy  L.  C 

The  first  month  of  1841  was  one  of 

freat  interest  to  this  church.  As  far  as 
can  at  present  judge,  the  result  is  thp 
hopeful  conversion  of  several  heads  of 
families  and  young  people — ^the  number 
may  be  from  15  to  20.  The  blessing 
fell  largely  upon  the  church. 

The  number  added  to  the  church  on 
confession  of  their  faith  since  April  1« 
1840^  is  thirty-two. 
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Our  bomm  id  vnasiap  is  vesy  iocoii' 
Tenient  and  small ;  and,  trustinff  in 
Pl-Qvidence^  the  brethren  have  resolved 
to  build  a  house  of  stone^  aini  to  c(Hn< 
mence  the  work  next  summer. 

The  Sabbath  sehool  is  in  a  healthy 
^ate  ;  many  of  the  youth  manifest  evi- 
ilonce  of  great  improvement  There 
are  five  weekly  prayer  meetings,  well 
attended.  The  members  of  the  church 
have  expressed  their  wish  to  supply  all 
their  children  that  can  read  with  a  copy 
of  the  New  Testament 


AFFLICTIONS. 

After  detailiog  some  heavy  pecuniary  trials 
of  his  church,  in  which  he  was  necessarily 
a  sharer,  a  missionary  writes  as  follows : 

The  canker  rash  is  very  prevalent 
and  fatal  in  this  vicinity.  Two  days 
since,  I  buried  one  of  my  little  ones  five 
years  old,  a  most  amiable  and  interest- 
ing child,  whom  I  had- early  taught  to 
lisp  the  name  of  Him,  "  whose  name 
is  as  ointment  poured  forth."  She  could 
repeat  in  childish  language  almost  all 
of  those  interesting  and  delightful 
stories  contained  in  the  sacred  volume  ; 
and  I  trust  that  her  little  mind  was 
savingly  operated  on  by  the  Holy  Spirit 

My  dear  wife  now  hes  very  ill  of  the 
same  disorder,  and  so  much  are  the 
people  panic  struck,  that  they  fear  to 
visit  us— I  am  her  only  nurse  night  and 
day.  I  must  give  up  preaching  to  mor- 
row (Sabbath)  and  attend  upon  her; 
how  it  will  terminate  Grod  only  can  tell. 
So,  you  see,  my  tongue  can  tell  of 
mercy  and  judgment  The  Lord  make 
«my  soul  as  ^  weaned  child,  n^eek  and 
submissive  to  his  will 


REVIVALS  m  HKW-TOEK. 

From  Rev,  Z.  Eddy,  Conewango  and 
Randolj^  N.  Y. 

In  my  present  report  I  feel  con- 
«trained  to  express  my  humble  grati- 
tude to  God  for  what  I  have  recently 
witnessed.  I  have  now  labored  in 
Conewango  two  years,  and  during  the 

2* 


most  df  that  period,  mider  the  greatest 
discouragements.  There  is  no  meeting- 
house belonging  to  either  congregation. 
In  this  place  we  have  occupied  a  miseiw 
able  school-house,  and  in  Randolph  we 
have  ,been  favored  with  the  Methodist 
Chapel. 

Our  congregations  have  from  the  first 
regularly  increased — and  of  late,  they 
have  been  the  largest  ever  known  in 
this  region. 

A  Sabbath  in  the  latter  part  of  Feb- 
ruary, was  a  day  which  will  be  long  re* 
membered  in  Randolph.  During  iht 
^  afternoon  discourse  there  was  the  most 
profound  attention  and  stillness,  inteiu 
rupted  only  by  the  irrepressible  weep- 
ing of  multitudes.  No  sooner  was  the 
benediction  pronounced,  than  a  gentle- 
man rushed  up  to  the  pulpit,  sei^  my 
hand,  and  entreated  me  to  pray  for  him. 
I  called  on  the  congregation  to  raoaain 
while  two  or  there  prayers  were  of^red 
up. 

The  next  day  I  called  the  church 
together,  and  there  were  present  seven 
individuals  apparently  under  pungent 
conviction.  On  Wednesday  evening,  I 
preached  to  a  small  congregation  in  a 
secluded  neighborhood,  and  there  were 
eight  who  manifested  deep  concern  for 
their  souls.  The  evening  Miow'ing,  I 
preached  at  the  opposite  extremity  of 
the  parish,  and  found  that  three  or  four 
had  hopefully  yielded  to  God  since  the 
Sabbath.  On  Friday  evening,  I  preached 
in  another  neighborhood,  and  found 
thirteen  persons  wiUing  to  express  their 
firm  determination  to  obey  Crod  whether 
they  were  saved  or  lost 

This  is  evidently  the  work  of  Gdl 
It  has  thus  far  been  characterized  by 
great  stillness  and  solemnity.  We  have 
had  nothing  like  a  protracted  meetings 

In  Conewango,  they  have  commenced 
building  a  sub^antial  house  96  by  46—^ 
which  will  doubtless  foe  completed  the 
present  year.  Prospects  were  never 
more  encouraging  here  than  at  prestot. 


From  Rev.  A.  L.  CrandaU^  West  Troy^ 
iV.  Y. 

We  have  enjoyed  a  precious  season 
of  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  and 
witnessed  the  hopeful  conversion  of  not 
far  from  20  souls.    The  work  extended 
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to  the  other  congregations  and  resulted 
in  the  hopeful  conversion  of  nearly  100. 
Our  people  are  very  thankful  for  the 
aid  granted  by  your  Society. 


Frcm  Rev,  J.  itf.  Sadd,  Eden,  N.  F. 

.    The  Lord  has  indeed  appeared  among 
us,  so  that  we  have  enjoyed  a  very  re-  j 
freshing  season.    We  appointed  a  day ! 
of  fasting  and  prayer,  and  also  invited 
two   neighboring  ministerial   brethren 
with  ^me  of  the  members  of  the  church 
to  come  up  to  our  help  on  this  day,  and 
meet    with    us»  as    a    conference    of 
churches.     They  came  and  the   day 
was  precious.    Our  object  this  day  was 
to  humble  ourselves  before  God.    I  trust 
we  did  so,  for  the  Spirit  of  God  was , 
very  soon  manifest    Previous  to  this| 
day^  at  a  prayer  meeting,  after  my  in- , 
troductory  remarks,  the  brethren  arose, ' 
and  seemed  to  feel  they  could  not  live 
Hi  such  a  state  any  longer.    They  could  ^ 
.not  see  souls  thus  going  to  ruin  without  i 
jQQore  determined  efforts  for  their  salva- 1 
tion.      This  meeting  led  to  the  con-i 
Isrence  and  to  the  revival    Our  efibrts 
were  directed  at  first  almost  entirely  to ! 
the  church)  not  merely  to  arouse  them 
for  a  season  of  protracted  effort,  but  to 
ffive  them  such  instruction  as  should 
lead  to  a  more  holy  and  consecrated  life. 
They  received  it ;  the  Holy  Ghost  moved 
upon  us  with  power.     The  brethren 
confessed  their  sins,  and  seemed  to  come 
forward  with  determined  consecration 
to  God's  work  for  ever.      The  Lord 
hearkened  and  heard^  and  poured  out 
upon  us  a  spirit  of  peace  and  love  and^ 
concord,  and  especially  of  earnest  sup- 
plication for  poor  sinners  around  us. 
About  eighteen  or    twenty    immortal 
souls  have  been  hopefully  converted, 
and  appeaa:  well-determined  to  live  de- 
voted lives.    One  is  a  captain,  on  the 
Iiake,  who  declares  his  determination  to 
give  his  heart,  influence  and  substance 
to  the  Bethel  cause.    Most  of  them  are 
young  persons  in  the  Sabbath  schpol-— 
fBK)me  children.     In  a  class  of  young 
ladies  in  the  Sabbath  school,  about  20 
in  number,  under  the  charge  of  my  wife, 
all  are  now  professedly  the  chilare^i  of 
God.    Jt  is  truly  a  spring  time  in  my 
^ongre^atipn  ^  a  season  of  rejoicing. 


Things  now  in  my  church  and  con- 
gregation look  promising  for.  securing 
much  fruit  unto  God.  To  his  name  be 
all  the  glory !  Never,  it  seems  to  me, 
has  a  revival  been  attended  with  less 
noise,  and  less  of  the  work  of  man. 
We  pleaded'for  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  this 
Almighty  agent  came  and  did  the  work. 


From  Rev.  R, 


Avery, 


Edinburgh, 


In  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the 
church  and  society  in  this  place,  I 
tender  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  A.  H.  Si.  S.,  and  through  them  to 
the  patrons  of  the  Society,  their  sincere 
thanks  for  the  assistance  rendered  them 
in  sustaining  the  Gosper  during  the 
year  1840.  But  for  such  timely  aid 
they  would  in  all  probability  have  re- 
mained as  they  had  been  for  some  time 
previous— destitute  of  the  stated  means 
of.ffrace. 

The  change  wrought  is  truly  wonder- 
ful and  can  be  ascribed  to  the  grace  of 
God  only. 

I  have  previously  given  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  season  of  refreshing  with 
which  we  were  favored  about  <me  year 
since.  I  am  sure  it  will  gladden  your 
heart  to  be  informed,  that  God  has  again 
appeared  among  us  to  revive  the 
graces  of  his  people^  and  to  bow  the 
hearts  of  sinners  to  himself.  There  are 
probably  now  between  40  and  50  indul- 
ging the  hope  of  pardoned  sin,  and  eter- 
nal life,  who  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year  were  in  the  broad  road 
to  h^. 

Among  the  converts  are  found  the 
youth  o£  14  years  and  the  old  man  of 
60;  the  moral  and  regular  attendant 
upon  the  means  of  grace ;  the  man  who 
for  more  than  40  years  had  rested  his 
hopes  on  the  doctrine  of  universal  salva- 
tion ;  and  the  neglecter  of  the  means 
of  grace  for  many  years. 

To  God  would  we  give  all  the  praise 
while  we  cast  ourselves  into  the  dust 

O,  my  dear  brother,  who  can  com* 
pute  the  amount  of  glory  which  eternity 
will  reveal  as  the  result  of  those  streams 
of  benevolence  which  flow  through  the 
A.  H.  M.  S.  1  But  for  that  benevolence, 
what  had  been  the  moral  condition  oIl 
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many  kHudreds  of  fieMs  which  are  now 
like  this,  rejoicing  as  the  garden  of  the 
Lord? 


From  Rev.  T.  X  Haswell,  Warrensburgh, 

N,  y. 

In  looking  back  upon  my  last  mis- 
sionary year,  notwithstanding  our  un- 
faithfulness and  short  comings  in  duty, 
I  find  much  occasion  for  thanksgiving 
and  praise  to  the  gaeat  Head  of  the 
church.  We  have  gathered  into  our 
communion,  during  the  year  past,  21 — 
chiefly  the  fruits  of  a  revival  enjoyed 
just  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  year.    We  have  in  our  three  Sab- 


bath schools,  about  150  children,  and  in 
our  S.  S.  Libraries  about  300  volumes. 
A  proportion  of  the  year  we  have  had 
a  Bible  class  of  about  30  pupils.  Ho 
our  temperance  pledge  we  have  about 
300  names.  In  the  cause  of  benevo- 
lence I  think  the  contributions  of  this 
church,  for  the  past  year,  will  not  suffer 
by  a  comparison  with  the  contributions 
of  most  churches  of  their  ability  ;  and 
according  to  the  testimony  of  the  church, 
more  than  the  aggregate  of  all  they 
ever  did  before. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  grateful  appreciation 
of  the  aid  which  it  has  received,  this  con- 
gregation contributes  $30  to  constitute  its 
minister  a  Life  Member  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S, 


Appointments  by   the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  H.  M-  S,,  from^  March  IsC  to 

April  Ut,  1841. 


Ifot  in  cotnmitnoH  last  year. 
ReT.  W.  Putnafn,  IstCh.,  Sheldon,  N.  Y. 
Re?.  S.  Cowles,  Lodi,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Francis  K.Lord,  Central  Ch.,  Evane,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Hawley^t  one  fuurth  of  the  time  in  the 

vicinity  of  Fannington,  IlL 
Rev.  C.  Washburn,.  Bentouville,  Ark. 
Rev.  C.C.  Stevens,  Elizabcthtown,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Henry  Cliapin,  Perrinton,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  Twitcheil,  New  Hudson  and  Rushford, 

N.  Y. 
Rev.  Isaac  Crabb,  Mecklenburg,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Phineas  Blakemah,  Victory,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  N.  Whipple,  to  go  tu  Iowa. 

Rt-i^pointed. 
Rev.  S.  W.  Leonard,  Castle-creek,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  N.  T.  Yeomans,  Newstead,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  Willoughby,  Little  Valley,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  B.  B»  Smith,  Centerfield,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Spencer  Baker,  Busti,  N.  Y. 


Rev.  Samuel  Scott,  Caroline,  and  2d  Ch.,  'Newark, 

Rev.  H.  S.  Hamilton,  Salem,  Mich. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Eastman,  Rocky  Spring,  O. 

Rev.  B  O.  Springer,  New  Madison,  O. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin,  Spencer  and  Bethany  ChlM» 

Ind. 
Rev.  A.  Johnson,  Peru,  Ind. 
Rev.  E.  H.  Hazard,  Lyndon,  III. 
Rev.  L.  Mills*  Stafford ,  N.  Y. 
Rev,  M.  Doolittlc,  Otto  aod  Rutledgc,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  S.  Stanley,  Perrinton^  N.  Y. 
Rev.R.  £.  Wilson,  Hamraondsport,  N.  Y. 
Kev.  S.  Sessions,  Allen  Center^N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  West,  Walworth,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  G.  W.  Lane,  Chapinsville,  N.T. 
Rev..  H.  B.  Pierpour,  W.  Avon,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  G.  C.  Hyde,  Havana,  N.  Y. 
Rev  Reuben  (vaylord,  Danville,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Thomas  Eustace,  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 
Rev.  Josiah  Porter,  WaynesviU«,.IU> 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums^  from  March  1st  to  April  I  si,  1841. 

day,  0,50;  A.  Orton,0,12;  B.  Hamlin, 
0,25;  J.  M.  Wheeler,  1;  L.  Allen,  0,25; 
P.  HamUn,  I ;  J.  Sean,  0,31 ;  H.  Pardee^ 
1;  Messrs.  Lowry  Se.  Chase,  1;  J.  S. 
Canfield,  1;  6.  W.  Peck,  0425;  H. 
Wheeler,  1;  £.  Gamsey,  1,25;  Elisa 
Surker,  0,50 ;  Mrs.  Swan,  1 ;  A.  Lake, 
1 ;  Legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Mary  Gould, 
by  David  Gould,  Esq.,  60,72,  ^  7tf  40 

Sherman,  Rev.  M.  Gelston,  by  W.  Steb- 
bins,.  10  00 

NEW-YORK— 

Albany,  4th  Presb.  Ch.  by  Israel  Smith,    118  05 


NEW-HABIPSHIRE— 
Jaffray,  Orth.  Cong.  Ch.  Gong.  ColL,  per 
Rev.  J.  D.  Crosby,  $11  40 

MASSACHUSETTS— 
Hadley,  Miss  Dorothy  WilUams,  10  00 

Hampshire,  Miss  Siic,  per  E.  Williams,  200  00 
Northampton,  W.  H.  S.  ta  const  Solomon 
St«ldard  and  Mrs.  SaraJi  Stoddard,  of 
Northampton,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  T.  Snd  Ji, 
of  Middlebury,  VU  Life  Members,  .  100  00 
West  Attleborough,  H.  M.  &,  by  A.  Bar- 
rows, «  14  00 

CONNECTICUT— 

Fairfield,  Mrs.*  Elizabeth  Sherman,  to 
const  Daniel  Marsh  a  L.  M.,  30  00 

Farmington,  Mrs.  Phebe  Janes,  20  00 

Hartford,  A.  M.  Collins,  luO;  L.  H.  Wood- 
ruff, 20,  120  00 

Sharon,  J.  Lyman,  1 ;  H..  Weed,  1 ;  Mra. 
Stoddard,  0,50 ;  Mr.  Stoddard,  0,25;  D. 
RMd,  1 ;  F.  Parson«^0,50;  S.  Tallow- 


Angelica,  Sew.  Soc.,  by  Rev.  G.  Coan,  6  2S 

Bethlehem,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Al- 
len, 10  00 
Birooklyn,  Second  Presb.  OiL,Fem.  Assoc. 
fbr  Christian  Benevolence,  by  Mrs.  £. 
Carrington,  Trees.,                                68  20 
Third  Presb.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con.  ColL,  by 
J.  Howard,  25;  Maternal  A8soci,by 
Mn.  Chandler,  2,25^  S7  ». 
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Xdiiri>argb,  Coag.  du,  by  Rev.  R.  A. 

Ave|7^,  8 

Olont  FalK  Friend,  5 

Hiller*8  Place,  L.  L,  Mob.  Cob.  ColL,by 

Rev.  E.  Piatt,  20 

Monticello,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  J.  Adams,    15 
New^York  City,  viz : 
BUeckerst,  CA.,  James  Roosevelt,  Esq., 
to  const.  Rev.  JMiUon  Badger  a  L.  D., 
100;  C.  N.  Talbot,  50;  A.  C.  Post, 25; 
If  on.  Con.  Coll.,  per  M.  Wilbnr,  14,17,  189 
Central  ClL,  F.  P.  Schoales,  20 

HcmsUmsL  CJL,  by  Mr.  Stevens,  2 

Mereer-H.  Ck,,  Mon.  Con.  Coll.,  by  T. 
S.  Nelson,  40  22 ;  R.  T.  Haines,  100 ; 
A.  Averill,   to  const.  Mrs.  Augustin 
Averill  a  L.  M.,  30 ;  A.  Lowry,  5,         /84 
Pearl-tt.  Ch.,  Mon.*  Con.  ColL,  44,08; 

H.  Aikman,  10,  54 

Second  Avenue  Ch.,  W.  L.  Booth,  2 

Spring-8t.  Ch.,  A.  M.  L.  Bcott,  10 ;  Cash, 
1;  Friend,  25;  Coll.,  15  39, 


Legacy  of  the  late  Miss  Mary  A.  Belden, 
by  W.  Brinckerhoff, 

A  Protestant, 
Poughkeepsie,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  by  A.  La- 

throp. 
Rye,  A.  P.  Carpenter, 


51  39 


30  00 

1  00 

Ticonderoga,  Aux.  Soc., by  Rev.  P.Bailey,  12  50 

10  00 


Troy,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  J.  Raymond,  Tr. 
Westchester,  a  lady,  by  A.  C.  Bull, 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Caldwell,  Presb.  Ch.,  bal.  of  coll., 
Madison,  Sew.  Soc,  by  Mrs.  C.  S.  Arms, 

50;  Sab.Sch.,5  15, 
Oranee,  Second  Presb.  Ch.,  Cong.  ColU,  by 

A.Dodd, 
Parsippany,  Presb.  Ch.,  Sub.,  by  C.  C. 
Copeland, 
KENTUCKY— 

Lexington,  J.  C.  Todd, 
OHICX- 
Berlin  Cb.,  to  const  Rev.  John  C.  Sberwin 

aL.M., 
Euclid,  Mr*.  Sarah  Shaw,  by  Rev.  W.  F. 

Curiy, 
Lower  Liberty,  by  Rev.  J.  Cable, 
Milan,  Ch.  and  Cong.,  by  Rev.  E.  Judson, 
INDIANA— 
Crawfordsville,  Prekb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  T. 
Bird, 
ILLINOIS— 
Farmiogton,  CoU.  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Hawley, 
Genesee,    Gent.    Assoc,  2^;    Ladies' 
Assoc,  2A3, 
<3ANADA— 

Home  Miss.  Soc, 
HOME  MISSIONARY, 


23  50 
55  15 
58  75 

27  70 
5  00 

30  00 


16  00 
25  00 


500 


00 


$1,915  17 
J.  CORNING,  Treasurer, 


The  Philadelphia  Home  Miseionary  Seeieiy  ae- 
launUedgcs  the  receipt  oftheJoUomnt  sumo, from 
February  18  to  March  30, 1641. 

Berlin,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  Mr.  Merrill,  |5  00 

Pencader,  Del,  Prexb.  Ch.,  CoO.,  16  50 

EUtton,  Md.,  Presb.  Ch.,  ColL,  13  06 

Christiana,  Del.,  Presb.  Ch.,  Coll.,  20  44 
•Colnmbus,  N.  J.,  Mrs.  (Rev^  Norton,  1  00 

Pittsburgh,  Pa^  3d  Presb.  Cb.,  R^hard  Ed- 
wards, 12 ;  R.  Livingston,  5 ;  D.  M'Cand- 

foss,  3 ;  Capt  Forsyth,  2,  22  00 

MinersviUe,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ch.,  baL  of  colL,  17  25 
Mfttnt  Pleasant,  Pa.,  baL  of  coll.,  to  const.  | 

Rev.  Samuel  Mon^^omery  a  L.  M.,  17  00 
Mendham,  N.  J^  Coll.  in  part,  42;  Miss  Ana 

Wilson,  L.  M ,  30,  72  00 
Washing  ton  Valley.  Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  Feok 

Sew.  Soc,  Miss  M.  Whitehead,  Trea«.»  28  00 


Northern  Liberties,  Fa.,  lot  pMsb.  Ck»  la- 
dies, by  Mrs  Patterson,  2  50> 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  First  Presb.  C7Jk.,  G.  W. 
Fobes,  100;  C.  Swarts  and  wife,  100; 
Cash,  100;  A.  Fullerton,  50 ;  James  Fas- 
set,  50,  Thomas  Fleming,  50;.  Cash,  40; 
J.  W.  Paul,  40;  C.  Tingley,  25;  John 
Eckle,25;  W.  Wurts,  25;  Wm.  David- 
son, 20 ;  B.  W.  Tingley,  20 ;  James  Bruen, 
20;  T.  Biddle,20;  H.  Ncill,10;  W.Ra- 
iruel,  10;  Thomas  Morris,*  10;  I.  M'Lana- 
han,  10;  Cash,  10;  E.  Chauncey,  10;  J. 
Dunton,  10;  G.  Handy,  10;  LBrale,10; 
J  Dnnton,  10;  B.  W.  Richards,  10;  H.<1. 
Williams,  10;  John  Lapsely,  10;  T.  M. 
Mm  10;  Charles  Bird,  10;  Cash,  10;  Wm. 
Griffin,  10;  C.  M'Intyre,  5;  Thomas 
Stewart,  5;  J.  B.  M'livaine,  5;  Samuel 
Brown,  5;  G.  Philler,  5;  Thomas  Roney, 
5;  Cash,  5;  A.  P.  D,5;  Cash,  5;  D.  H» 
White,  5 ;  J.  L  Dutton,  5 ;  B  (ierhard,  5 ; 
J.  A.  Campltell,  5 ;  J.  L.,  5 ;  C.  Sherman, 
5;  James  Wright,  5;  J.  C.  Martin,  5;  J. 
Burroughs.  5;  Wm.  Ashmead.  3;  G. 
Campbell.  3 ;  Cash,  2 ;  do.3 ;  J.  Courtney, 
3 ;  Cash.  2 ;  do.  3 ;  do.  3 ;  T.  Robertson, 
2;  Ladies,  by  Miss  C.  Brown.  480  75,        1449  7& 

Fifth  Presb.  Ch.,  Wm.  Worrall.50;  J.W. 
Throckmorton,  25;,  Cash.  20;  W.  C. 
Coates,  10;  H.  Sloan,  10;  Alexander 
Read.  tO ;  T  R  Smith,  5 ;  A.  W.  Metcalf, 
5;  W.  E.  Haverf-tick.  5;  E.  Brown,  3; 
Cash,  0,50;  Mon.  Con.  ColL  in  part,  112,25,  255  75 


$1,920  85 


Receipts  of  ihe  New-Hampshire  Missionary  So^ 

cteCy,  for  the  quarter  ending  April  1, 1841. 
Litchfield,  Deac.  John  Parker,  $5  00 

Mount  Vernon.  Cong.  Soc,  10 ;  Deac.  Wm. 

Conant,  5 ;  Rev.  W.  Jenison,  5,  20  OO 

Louilonville.  Betsey  Wal^s,  5  00 

Conference  of  Churches,  7  1ft 

Whitefield,  Cong.  Soc,  50 

Interest  on  Note,  1  43 

Tam worth,  Cong.  Soc,  7  34 

Durham,  Cong.  Soc,  26  63 

Dover,  Cong.  Soc,  55 ;  Deac  P.  Cushing,  5 ; 

Moses  Paul.  5;  Wm  Woodman,  5, 
Dividend  on  Bank  Stoek, 
Claremont,  Interest  on  pehnanent  fund, 
Brentwood,  Cong.  Soc, 
Gilmanton,  Center  Cong.  Soc, 
Concord,  Ist  Cong.  Soc,  Mon.  Con.  ColL, 
Salisbury,  Cong.  Soc, 
Peterboro',  Presb.  Soc, 
Groton.  E.  Calhoun,  5;  Isaac  Farley,  1;  D. 

Cummings.  2, 
Plymouth,  Wm.  Webster  and    family,  5; 

Asa  Thurston,  5;  Wm.  C.  Thompson.  5; 

M  Russell,  2 ;  Giles  Merrill  and  £unily, 

1,35;   R.   BarUett,  1;   Isaac  Wood,  1; 

Daniel  Merrill,  1 ;  Individuals,  1, 
Newport,  Cong.   Soc,   19.50;  Rev.  John 

Woods,  5 ;  A.  Hatch,  5 ;  Deac  J.  Wilcox, 

5;  Mary  .Ann .  10, 

"  Contributed  in  1839,  but  not  forwarded 

till  recently,  Cong.  Soc,  41,59;  A.  Hatch, 

5 ;  J.  Reddington,  5 ;  Rev.  John  Woods,  5,    56  5& 
Loudooville.  442 ;  Z.  Bacheider,  5,  9  43 

GHnmi  ton.  Rev.  Joseph  Lane,  /  5  00 

Lyme,  Coar.  Soc,  15  00 

Franklin,  Cong.  Soc,  11 ;  Rev.  J.  Knight,  5,   16  00 
Sanbornton  Bridge,  75 

East  Boscowen,  C<Hig.  SoCh  26  13 

Went  Boscowen,  Gent.  Assoc,  16  50 

Salisbury,  Cong.  Soc,  8  00 

Merrimack,  Cong.  Soc,  3  50 

Cent  InstitntkOB,  S3  91 

"iSaoi 


70  00 

15  00 
12  00 

500 

16  00 
900 
325 
405 

800 


22  35 


44  90 
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SKETCHES  OF  EEAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKmO  FACTS,  FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY  BY  CLERGYMEN. 


CONVERSION  OF  AN  OFFICER  IN  THE  U.  S. 
ARMY. 

In  the  spring  of  1839, 1  visited  the 
«hurch  of  C.  to  present  the  claims  of 
the  missionary  cause.  On  arriving  at 
the  house  of  the  pastor  on  Saturday,  I 
was  introduced  to  a  young  Lieutenant 
in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.,  who  had 
that  afternoon  brought  a  letter  of  intro- 
<iuction  to  the  pastor.  The  oflScer  was 
gaily  dressed — was  somewhat  unwell, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  occa- 
sionally made  a  serious  remark,  which 
we  supposed  was  occasioned  by  his 
being  in  the  house  of  a  clergyman.  On 
Sabbath  morning  he  accompanied  the 
pastor's  family  to  the  place  of  worship. 
At  noon  he  returned  to  jthe  hotel,  but  in 
the  afternoon  was  again  in  the  house  of 
God  ;  and  after  the  service  he  accom- 
panied the  pastor's  family  home.  After 
tea  he  asked  me  if  we  could  have  a  few 
moments'  private  conversation.  We 
retired  to  the  study  of  the,  pastor ;  when, 
as  soon  as  ^e  were  seated,  he  said,  he 
wished  to  inform  me  what  had  been  his 
thoughts  for  a  few  days  past  He  was 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  divine 
things — he  felt  himself  to  be  a  sinner 
against  God — in  great  danger  of  wrath 
— well  satisfied  that  the  wotW  could 
never  satisfy  hinv  and  that  he  needed 
religion  to  make  him  happy  here,  and 
to  assure  him  of  happiness  hereafter. 
He  was  very  unhappy — He  had  a  load 
of  guilt  resting  on  Mm  that  was  hard  to 
bear — He  wished  to  know  what  he  must 
do— He  had  written,  he  said,  at  noon  to 
his  father — instead  of  going  to  the  table 
to  dine — that  his  mind  was  made  up  to 
attend  now  to  the  salvation  of  his  soul. 
He  said  his  father  was  a  lawyer  in  one 
of  our  principal  cities,  a  pious  man — 


and  who  in  his  letters  had  styled  him 
"the  son  of  his  prayers." 
*  I  gave  him  the  advice  which  I  thought 
he  needed.  I  told  him  God  was  calling 
him  by  his  Spirit  to  seek  religion  now — 
cautioned  him  of  the  danger  of  resist- 
ing the  Holy  Ghost  by  refusing  to  trust 
in  Jesus  Christ ;  and  spake  to  Mm  of  the 
peculiar  solemnity  of  his  situation — as 
men  never  become  religious,  but  when 
the  Holy  Spirit  strives  with  them : — that 
God  might  be  thus  calling  him  for  the 
last  time,  and  that  on  &e  manner  in 
which  he  regarded  this  call  his  eternal 
destiny  might  depend.  He  asked  me  to 
pray  for  him.  After  a  prayer,  I  advised 
him  to  be  as  much  alone  as  possible — as 
the  controversy  was  between  him  and 
God — and  advised  him  to  settle  this  con- 
troversy by  coming  to  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  without  any  delay.  I  handed 
him  Baxter's  Call  to  the  Unconverted, 
which  he  read  during  the  evening,  being 
too  unwell  to  go  to  3ie  evening  service, 
on  account  of  a  storm. 

During  the  evening,  he  told  the  wife 
of  the  clergyman,  that  on  Saturday  when 
walking  from  the  hotel  to  her  house,  he 
felt  happyi because  he  thought  there  was 
a  prospect  of  his  being  a  little  while 
under  a  good  religious  influence,  in  being 
permitted  to  visit  the  family  of  a  clergy- 
man— ^that  now  seemed  to  be  his  time 
to  attend  to  his  salvation — as  he  did  not 
believe  he  should  ever  be  placed  in  more 
favorable  circumstances  to  give  this 
subject  his  entire  attention. 

On  my  returning  from  the  evening 
service,  he  informed  me,  that  when  a 
lad,  his  attention  was  once  arrested  to 
the  importance  of  religion,  and  that  a 
friend  then  handed  him  Baxter's  Call 
The  coincidence  he  said  had  affected 
him.  At  the  time  of  family  devotions, 
the  pastor  with  whom  we  were  staying 
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asked  him,  if  it  was  his  desire  to  he  re- 
membered in  the  prayers  that  were  to 
be  offered  upl  He  answered  with  great 
earnestness,  "  It  is  my  flesire,  from  the 
very  bottom  of  my  heart"  He  was 
then  asked,  whether  it  was  his  purpose 
now  to  choose  the  service  of  God,  and 
to  trust  in  Jesus  Christ  alone  for  salva- 
tion ?  He  replied  solemnly,  "  This  is 
my  determination — I  do  trust  in  Jesus 
Christ  with  all  my  heart." 

On  the  next  day  he  was  purposely 
left  alone  nearly  all  the  day,  and  no- 
thing was  said  to  him  until  evening. 
After  family  worship  in  the  evening,  he 
was  asked,  what  his  present  feelings 
were  on  the  subject  ctf  religion  ]  He 
said,  "different  from  what  they  ever 
were  before" — he  was  happy,  and  had 
been  so  all  day — His  heart  had  almost 
constantly  gone  out  to  God  in  prayer — 
he  thought  he  loved  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ — he  now  saw  something  lovely 
in  that  character — ^his  mind  was  made 
up  to  serve  God.  At  times  he  thought 
he  was  forgiven,  but  stiU  he  feared  lest 
he  might  be  deceived. 

Next  morning  on  his  expressing  simi- 
lar feelings,  an  elderly  minister  (now, 
we  trust,  in  heaven,)  being  providen- 
tially present,  preached  to  him  ,a  short 
nwrmon  in  the  pastor's  study  from  these 
words, 

**  Thouj  therefore,  endure  hardness  as 
a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ^'  2  Tim. 
ii.3. 

After  saying  that  he  had  joined  a 
good  cause,  one  that  will  certainly  pre- 
vail, and  had  chosen  the  best,  most 
powerful  and  wise  commander  for  his 
leader ;  He  remarked 

1.  A  good  soldier  will  love  his  com- 
mander, and  wish  to  see  him  honored. 
The  christian  soldier,  also,  will  love 
Jesus  Christ,  and  it  will  be  the  aim  of 
his  life  to  honor  him. 

2.  A  good  soldier  will  never  shrink 
from  any  duty  imposed  on  him  by  his 
commander.  The  christian  soldier, 
likewise,  will  not  shrink  from  any  of 
the  requirements  of  Jesus  Christ 

3.  A  good  soldier  will  never  turn  his 
back  to  an  enemy.  The  christian 
soldier  should  never  submit  to  any 
spiritual  enemy — nor  cease  warring 
with  any  lust — He  will  feel  that  the 
eye  of  an  Almighty  Commander  is  on 
mm  to  give  him  victory  and  to  sustain 
him. 


4.  A  ^ood  soldier  will  feel  a  deep 
interest  m  the  cause  in  which  he  is 
engaged.  The  christian  soldier  wiU 
feel  an  intense  interest  in  the  cause  of 
truth,  and  will  consecrate  his  time, 
talents,  influence,  and  life  to  the  promo- 
tion of  this  cause. 

5.  The  good  soldier  may  expjBct  pre- 
ferment The  christian  soldier  will 
soon  hear  his  commander  say  to  him, 
"  Come  up  higher" — and  will  be  per- 
mitted to  serve  him  forever  in  a  world: 
of  the  purest  glory. 

The  officer  was  delighted  with  the 
sermon,  and  thanked  the  aged  minister 
for  his  kind  and  useful  hints,  and  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  he  might  be  pro- 
fited by  them.  The  above  is  but  an 
imperfect  skeleton  of  a  discourse  that 
was  felt  by  those  who  heard  it  to  be 
timely  and  ingenious. 

I  heard  little  more  of  this  officer  until 
the  summer  of  1840.  Early  in  the 
morning  a  servant  at  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal inns  of  the  place,  called  at  my 

house  and  said,  "  Lieut of  the  U. 

S.  army,  wishes  to  see  you."  I  went 
to  the  public  house  and  there  saw  for 
a  few  minutes  this  beloved  officer.  He 
had  made  a  profession  of  religion — and 
still  hoped  that  he  was  a  soldier  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  was  apparently  •*  warring  a 
a  good  warfare."  J.  a*  m. 


THE  CONSCIENCE  OF  AN  AWAKENED  RUM 
SELLER. 

[From  a  Missionaiy.] 

♦  One  of  the  converts  in  a  revival  in 
the  West,  a  man  advanced  in  life,  had 
been  for  many  years  the  landk^  of  a 
rum-selling  tavern  in  one  <^  the  eastern 
states.  He  is  a  man  of  active  character 
and  robust  frame,  and  his  life  had  been 
spent  without  much  regard  to  religion. 
I  have  seldom  seen  a  case  of  more 
pungent  action  of  a  troubled  conscience. 
When  first  awakened,  he  was  so  over- 
come as  to  be  unable  to  stand  alcme. 
He  had   been  the  chikl  of  believing 

Sarents,  and  when  giving  an  account  m 
is  exercises,  he  stated,  that  after  he 
had  retired  to  rest,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  he  actually  heard  his  good  old 
fatjher  praying,  just  as  he  used  to  hear 
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hitn  prflyon  the  Crreen  Mountains  of 
Vermont,  forty  years  aga  But  the 
scenes  which  haunted  his  vision  with 
the  most  fearful  amazement  were  those 
connected  with  the  dealing  out  of  ardent 
spirits.  When  God  set  these  abomina- 
tions  in  order  before  him,  his  strength 
failed,  and  for  some  time,  his  utterance 
also.  At  length,  to  the  inquiry  as  to 
the  cause  of  his  groans,  he  replied,  that 
it  was  the  memory  of  the  scenes  he 
had  witnessed  in  the  bar-room,  and  the 
agency  he  himself  hadjn  making  brutes 
of  men.  He  said  he  had  often  put  the 
cup  to  his  neighbor's  mouth  when  he 
knew  thaX  he  had  already  too  much ; 
and  that  erne  drunkard  had  died  in  his 
house.  **  Of  all  the  wickedness  of  my 
life,"  he  continued,  '*  this  appears  the 
most  heinous :  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
unpardonable.*  Can  there  be  mercy  for 
euch  a  sinner." 

O  what  an  eternity  will  the  rum- 
seller  have,  whose  conscience  is  not 
listened  to  till  it  is  heard  at  the  judg- 
ment seat ! 


COVENANT  BLESSINGS. 
[Famished  by  a  Missionary.] 

So(m  after  the  installation  of  a  pastor, 
«md  a  revival  of  religion  which  fol- 
lowed it,  a  "donation  party"  were  as- 
sembled at  the  house  d  their  minister. 
It  was  composed  of  sixteen  heads  of 
families,  gathered  frmn  Enffland,  Scot^ 
land,  Ireland,  New-England  and  New-> 
York.  They  were  all,  including  some 
who  had  recently  ^x>pounded  for  admis- 
sion, profieB8(N*s  of  religion. 

Upon  inquiry,  the  following  facts 
were  ascertained ;  that  all  their  parents 
but  one,  were  members  of  the  church 
of  Christ;  that  nivety'two  to  nine  oi 
their  adult  brothers  and  sisters  are  also 
members  of  the  church  militant  or 
triumphant ;  and  that  all  liieir  children 
over  eleven  years  of  age  (and  some, 
we  hope,  under,)  had  been  hopefully 
brought  into  the  fold  in  the  recent  re- 
vival. 

How  full  of  encouragement  are  such 
£aLCt8  to  faithful,  believing  parents ! 

p. 


OLD  COUNSELS  REVIVED. 

RvJes  for  Preachings  hy  an  unknoum 
Author. 

1.  Use  the  mother  speech  and  'one^ 
without  af^tation  or  imitation  of  any 
man,  that  you  may  not  seem  to  act  a 
comedy,  instead  of  preaching  a  sermon. 

2.  Clog  not  your  memory  too  much : 
it  will  exceedingly  hinder  invention, 
and  mar  delivery. 

3.  Be  sure  you  eye  God,  his  glory, 
the  good  of  souls,  having  the  day  bsfore 

;  mastered  self  and  man-pleasing  ague. 
I  This  must  be  renewed  toties  quoties, 

4.  Let  your  words  come  no  faster 
than  the  weakest  hearer  can  digest  each 

i  morsel ;  pause  a  while,  and  look  in  the 
child's  eye,  till  he  has  swallowed  his 
bit. 

5.  Look  to  your  affections  most  care* 
fully,  that  they  be  not,  (1)  feigned,  nor, 
(2)  forcedly  let  loose  to  have  their  full 
scope ;  for  then  they  will  either  over- 
run  your  judgment,  or  be  a  temptation 
to  vain  glory. 

6.  Preach  speaking  or  talking  to  the 
people ;  look  on  the  people,  not  on  roofs 
or  walls,  and  look  oil  the  most  mortified 
faces  in  the  assembly  ;  let  them  know 
your  preaching  is  real  talking  with 
them,  whereby  they  may  be  provoked 
(as  it  were)  to  answer  you  again. 

7.  Take  heed  of  over-wording  any 
thuig. 

8.  Be  sure  you  have  made  the  peof^ 
understand  thoroughly  what  is  the  good 
you  exhort  them  to,  or  the  evil  you 
dehort  them  from,  before  you   bring 

i  your  motives  and  means. 

9.  T(»ich  no  Scripture  slightly ;  trou- 
ble not  many,  but  open  the  metaphors, 
and  let  one  Scripture  point  out  the 
other,  the  one  a  key  to  the  other. 

10.  Let  the  Scripture  teach  you,  and 
not  you  it 

11.  Be  sure  you  feed  yourself  with 
the  people,  else  truth  will  do  them  little 
good,  and  you  none  at  all:  O  taste 
every  bit 

12.  Take  these  five  candles  to  find 
out  what  to  say  to  the  people :  (1) 
Prayer  for  the  Spirit  (2)  The  Scrip- 
ture unbiassed.     (3)  The  thoughts  and 
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experiences  of  good  men.  (4)  Yonr 
own  experience.  (5)  The  condition  of 
the  people. 

13.  Break  off  any  where,  rather  than 
run  upon  any  of  these  two  inconve- 
niences ;  (1)  Either  to  huddle  or  tum- 

'  ble  together  spiritual  things;  or,  (2) 
Tire  the  weakest  of  the  flock. 

14.  Pass  over  that  point  of  which 
you  have  nothing  material  to  say. 

15.  Let  your  doctrine,  and  the  con- 
stant stream  of  your  preaching,  be  about 
the  chiefest  spiritual  things,  and  let 
small  controversies  and  external  duties 
come  in  by  the  bye. 

16.  Beware  of  forms  ;  neither  be  tied 
to«ny  one  method. 

17.  Be  always  on  that  subject,  which 
is  next  your  heart;  and  be  not  too 
thrifty  and  careful  what  to  say  next,  for 
God  will  provide ;  ft  will  be  offensive 
like  kept  manna,  if  reserved  through 
distrust  till  the  next  day. 

18.  Be  sure  to  extricate  carefully, 
any  godly  point  you  speak  of,  out  of  the 
notions  and  terms  of  divinity ;  else  it 
will  freeze  inevitably  in  your  moutl^ 
and  their  ears. 

19.  Let  there  not  be  disfiguring  of 
Taces>  nor  snidOIng  in  the  nose,  nor  hem- 
ming in  the  throat,  nor  any  antic  gesture, 
l>retending  devotion,  made-gravity ; 
which  win  make  you  seem  a  loathsome 
Pharisee,  or  a  distracted  man  broke 
loose  out  of  Bedlam. 

20.  Do  not  care  so  much  whether  the 
>    f>eople  receive  your  doctrine,  as  whether 

you  and  it  are  acceptable  to  the  Lord. 

21.  Do  not  conceive  that  your  zeal 
or  earnestness  can  prevail  with  the  peo- 
ple ;  but  the  force  of  spiritual  reason, 
the  evidence  of  Scripture,  and  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 

22.  Do  not  think  the  hearers  can  re- 
ceive as  you  conceive,  and  so  make  your 
own  conception  the  rule  of  dealing  the 
bread  of  life  ;  so  shall  you  only  please 
yourself,  and  be  admired  but  not  under- 
stood by  others. 

23.  Let  there  be  something  in  every 
eermon  to  draw  poor  sinners  to  Jesus 
Christ 

24.  Take  heed  that  your  comparisons 
be  not  ridiculous,  and  yet  be  not  €hy  of 
homely  ^onea. 


25.  Study  every  Scripture  you  are  to 
speak  of  beforehand,  lest  you  over- 
burden invention,  or  presume  too  much 
upon  your  own  parts. 

26.  Take  care  to  free  truth  of  ex- 
travagancies,  of  needless  digressions^ 
needless  heads  and  enumerations. 

27.,  Shun  apologies,  for  they  are 
always  offensive. 


ABCHBlSfiOP  WILLUMS. 

In  the  close  of  life,  this  prelate  said 
to  a  friend,  "I  have  passed  through 
many  places  of  honor  and  trust,  both  in 
church  and  state  ;  more  than  any  of  my 
order  in  England,  these  seventy  years 
past ;  yet  were  I  but  assured,  tiiat,  by 
my  preaching,  I  had  converted  one  soiu 
to  God,  I  should  take  more  triie  joy  and 
comfort  therein,  than  in  all  the  honors 
and  offices  which  have  been  bestowed 
upon  me." 


MONICA. 


Augustine,  in  his  confessions,  relates 
that  his  mother,  Monica^  entreated  a 
certain  bishop  to  undertake  to  reason 
her  son  out  of  his  errors.  He  was  a 
person  not  backward  to  attempt  ^s 
where  he  found  a  docile  subject  **  But 
your  son,"  said  he,  **  is  too  much  elated 
at  present,  and  carried  away  with  the 
pleasing  novelty  of  his  error,  to  rega^ 
my  2u:gument8 ;  as  appears  by  the  plea* 
sure  he  takes  in  puzzUng  many  ignorant 
persons  with  his  captious  questions. 
Let  him  alone ;  only  continue  praying 
to  the  Lord  for  him;  he  will  in  the 
course  of  his  study  discover  his  error.*' 
All  this  satisfied  not  the  anxious  parent; 
with  floods  of  tears  she  persisted  in  her 
request ;  when  at  length  he  replied  to 
her  impmtunity  by  bidding  her  to  desist, 
*'  for,"  said  he,  "  it  is  not  possible  that  a 
child  of  such  tears  should  perish." 
The  answer  impressed  her  mind  as  a 
voice  from  heaven,  and  gave  new  vi^r 
to  her  entreaties  with  heaven  on  her 
son's  behalf. 
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FIFTEENTH  ANNIVERSARY. 


The  AMERtCAN  Home  Missionary 
Society  held  Its  Fifteenth  Anniversary 
in  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  New- 
York,  on  Wednesday  evening,  May 
12th,  1841.  In  the  absence  of  the 
President,  Rev.  Thomas  McAuley, 
D,  D.«  was  called  to  the  chair>  and  the 
meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  Samuel  Merwin,  of  New-Haven, 
Ccam> 


The  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  by 
Mr.  Jasper  Corning,  Treasurer  of  the 
Society. 


An  abstract  of  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Executive  C(Hnmittee  was  read  by 
Rev.  Milton  Baixjer,  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries. 


The    followiug     resolutions     were 
adopted : 


1.  On  motiob  of  R^V.  John  Sfattld^ 
ING>  of  Peoria,  111.,  seconded  by  Rev. 
Ira  Ingraham^  of  Lyons,  N.  Yj^ 


Resolved)  That  the  RQK>rts  now  read,  be 
adopted  and  published  under  the  direction  of 
^e  Executive  Committee^ 


2.  On  motion  of  Rev. 
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con,  of  New-Haven,  Conn.,  seconded  by 
Orrin  Day,  Esq.,  of  Catskill,  N.  Y., 


Resolved,  That  the  great  work  to  be  ac- 
complished for  the  salvation  of  men,  in  this 
land,  and  6^  this  land,  urgently  demands  a 
speedy  and  extensive  enlargement  of  Home 
Missionary  operations. 


3.  On  motion  of  Rev.  Wm.  Patton, 
D.  D.,  of  New- York,  seconded  by  Rev. ' 
Geo.  Scott,  of  Stockholm,  Sweden, 


Resolved,  That  there  is  demanded  in  be- 
half of  the  church  and  the  ministry,  united 
and  fervent  prayer  for  thetjutpuuiing  of  the 
Divine  Spirit,  that  not  only  this  land,  btH 
the  entire  globe  may  be  speedily  soligugated 
to  Christ. 


Appropiate  and  interesting  addressee 
were  delivered  by  Rev.  Mesws.  Spauld- 
{NG>  Bacon,  Scott,  and  Dr.  Patton. 


The  musict  under  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
<5^0RGE  Andrews,  was  executed  by 
the  choir  of  the  Tabernacle  in  a  pleas- 
ing  and  effective  style,  and  added  much 
to  the  happy  impression  of  the  meeting. 


Thfe  ^fenedictiwi  was  phjnounced  }^ 
Rev.  Br.  Pstsrs,  of  New- York  {  aft^ 
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which  the  Society  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year* 

The  following  officers  were  chosen : 
president: 

HiNftT  D  WIGHT,  Esq.,  of  Geneva,  N^  Y. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Rev.  Joshua  Bates,  D.  D.,  Middlebury,  Vl 

Rev.  Lyman  Beeciier,  D.  D.,  President  Tbeol.  Sem., 

Cincuuiati,  Ohio. 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  LL.  D-,  New-York. 
Aristarciius  Champion,  bbq ,  Koche^ter,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Calvin  Chapm,  D.  D.,  Rocky  Uill^  Conn. 
Rev.  Thomas  Cleland,  D.  D.,  Uarrodbburgh,  Ky. 
Rev.  Jobn  Codmao,  D.  D.,  Dorchebter,  Mii&Sr 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  President  Yale 

College. 
Rev.  Jubtin  Edwards,  D.  D.,  President  TheoL  Sem., 

Andover. 
Rev.  Samuel  Fisher,  D.  D.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 
Hon.  Thtiodare  Frelinghuyseo,.  LL.  I).,  Chancellor 

New-sYork  University. 
Rev.  Kliphulet  (iillett,  D.  D.,  Hallowell,  Me. 
Rev.  Francis  Heron,  JD.  D.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Hon,  N.  W.  Howell,  LL,  D.,  Canauuaigua,  N.  Y.    . 
Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  LL.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
John  D.  Keesc,  Esq.,  New-York. 
Rev.  Thomas  M-Auley,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  New-York. 
Hon.  Charles  Marsh,  LL.  D.,  Woodstock,  Vt. 
Rev.  James  M.  Mathews,  D.  D.,  New -York. 
Hon.  David  Lawrence  MorriU,  LL.  D.,  Concord, 

N.H. 
Hon.  John  Murpby,  Claiborne,  Alabama, 
Rev.  David  Porter,  D.  D.,  Catbkill,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Alexander  Proudlit,  D.  D.>  New-York. 
Rev.  James  Richards,  D.  D.,  TheoL.  Sem.,  Auburn, 

N.Y, 
James  Roosevelt,  Esq.,  New- York. 
Rev.  Samuel  S.  Schmucker,  D.  D.,  Theol.  Sem., 

Gettysburg,  Pa. 
Hon.  Roger  M.  Sherman,  LL.  D.,  Fairfield,  Conn. 
Rev.  Tnomas  H.  Skinner>  D,  D^  New-York, 
Hon.  John  Cotton  Smith,  LL.  D.,  Sharoo,  Conn, 
Hon.  Jacob  Satherland,  LL.  D^  Geneva,  N,  Y. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  W.  Taylor,  D,  D.,  'JLheol.  dem,, 

New-Haven. 
■  Rev.  John  Thomson,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 
8.  V.  S.  Wilder,.  Esq,,  New-York. 
Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.,  Theol.  Sem., Andover, 


DIRECTORS, 

Rev.  William  Allen,  D.  D.,  Northampton,. Mass. 

Rev.  Albert  Barnes,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  Keenc,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Edward  Boecher,  President  Illinois  College, 

Illinois. 
Rev.  Nathan  S.  S.  Beman,  D.  D.,  Troy,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Robert  H.  Bishop,  D.  D,  President  Miami 

Univeniity,Ohio. 
Rev.  John  P.  Cleavekind,  Marshall,  Mich. 
Rev.  Churles  Coffin^  D.  D.,  Pl'esident  of  College, 
.  Tenn. 

Amos  M.  Collins,  Esq.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cux,  D.  D  ,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  William  Darling,  Reading,  Pa. 
Rev.  Henry  Davis,  D.  D.,  Clinton,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  William  H.  De  Wiit,  Harribburgb,  Pa. 
Itev.  .Baxter   Dickiiwoo>  D.   D.,   Auburn   TheoL 
.  Swaimxyr  N.  )i. 


Rev.  E.  W.  Gi\bert,  Wi&ningtra,  BMbware. 
Earotaf  P.  Hastings,  Esq.,  Detroit,  Michigmsr 
Rev.  Joel  Hawes,  D.  D.,  Hartford,  Cobb. 
Mr.  Frisby  Henderson,  Elkton,  Md, 
Rev.  L.  P.  Uickok,  Pret  in  Western  Reserve  Col- 
lege, O. 
Rev.  Mark  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  President  WiUiaiM 

College,  Mass. 
Hon.JosepbC  Homblowev,  Newark,  N.  J. 
R^v.Ueman  Humphrey,  D..D.,  President  Amherst 

College,  Mass. 
Rev.  Mancius  S.  Hutton,  New-York. 
^  Hon.  Wm.  Jessup,  Montrose,  Pa. 
Jobn  Kerr,  Esq.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev.  Joel  Linsley,   D.  D.,  President  of  CoUera, 

Marietta,  O. 
Rev.  Nathan  Lord,  D.  D.,.  President  Dartmoutb 

College,  N.  H. 
Rev.  William  H.  McGuiTy,  President  of  Athem 

College,  O. 
Rev*  {  yrus  Mason,  Prof,  in  New-York  Universily. 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Merrill,  D.  D.,  Widdlebury,  Vu 
Rev.  Samuel  Aterwin,  New-Haven,  Cenn. 
Joseph  iVlontgomery,  Etq..  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott,  D.  D.,  President  of  Union 

College;  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Samuel  Osgood,  D.  D.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Rev.  B.  M,  Palmer,  D.  D.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Rev.  George E.  Pierce,  D.  D.,  PresideM  Western 

Reserve  College,  O. 
Rev.  Enoch  Pond,  D..  D.,  Pro£  in  Bangor  Theoi: 

Sem ,  Me. 
John  Punchard,  Esq.,  Salem,  Mass. 
H.  H.  Seelye,  Etq.,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 
Gerrit  Smith,  Esq  ,  Peterborough,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.  1).,  Braintree,  Mass.  ' 
Hon.  Lewis  Strong,  ^orthampton,  ftiais. 
Jeremiah  Sullivan,  Ebq.,  Madison,  ind. 
Rev.  Benjamio  Tappnn,  li.  D.,  Augusta,  Me.- 
John  Tappau,  Esq.,  Bofelon,  Ata&s. 
John  Tillson,  Esq.,  Hillbborough,  IIL 
Rev.  Mark  Tucker,  D.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Bennet  Tyler,  D.  D.,  President  Theol.  Insl^ 

East  VVind«or,  Coun. 
Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,.  Schenectady,  N,  Y, 
Ambrose  White,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

TREASURER. 
Mr.  Jasper  Corning^ 

AUDITOR* 
Mr.  Caleb  O.  Hakted. 

SECRETARIES  FOR  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Rev.  Milton  Badger,  , 

Rev.  Charles  Hall. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 
Mr.  William  M.  Halstedr 


MEETING  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
DIRECTORS. 

The   Board    of   Directors   met    on 
Tharaday,  May  14th>  at  the  Society'^ 
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Hooms,  150  Nassau-Btreet,  and  ap^ 
pointed  the  following  gentlemen  mem- 
bers of  the 

EXEcunvi:  committee. 

Mr.  Knowles  Taylor. 
Rev.  Absalom  Peters,  D.  D. 
JLev.  WilUara  Patton,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Ermine  Mason,  D.  D. 
Rev.  William  Adams. 
Mr.  Abijah  Fisher. 
Mn  Leonard  Coriiiiig« 
Charles  Butler,  Esq. 
Alr^C^R.  Robert. 


MEMBERS  EX-OFfiaO. 

Mr.  Jasper  Coming,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  MiUon  Badger,     }  Secretaries  for  Corres- 

Kev.  Charles  Hril,       }  pondenee. 

Mr.  WiUiam  M.  Hakted,  Recording  Secretary. 


ASSISTANT  TREASURER. 
Mr.  H.  W.Ripley. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


T^ifteen  years  have  now  passed,  since 
the  voice  of  Providence  called  this  Insti- 
tution to  assume  the  character,  and 
undertake  the  lahors  of  a  National 
Home  Missionary  Society.  The  start- 
ling rapidity  which  its  successive  anni- 
^rersaries  have  come  and  gone,  reminds 
lis,  that  some  of  the  laborers  who  began 
the  day  with  us,  have  been  called  to  their 
Test ;  and  that  those  who  remain  have 
■but  a  brief  space  for  action,  before  **  the 
night  Cometh  in  which  no  man  can 
ivork."*  But  though  many  a  noble 
«pirit  that  prayed  and  labored  in  this 
cause,  has  ceased  from  the  earth,  the 
Society  still  lives.  It  lives  in  the 
•churches  it  has  planted,  and  in  the  souls 
it  has  saved.  It  lives  in  the  confidence 
of  the  good — in  the  long  enduring  need 
of  its  further  labors — in  the  vigor  of  its 
principles — and  in  its  adoption  of  those 
unobtrusive  but  mighty  instruments,  by 
which  God  is  accustomed  to  bless  the 
world.  It  finds  its  analogy  in  the  still 
small  voice,  rather  than  in  the  earth- 
<iuake,  whirlwind,  or  fire.  Other  enter- 
prises may  borrow*  if  they  choose,  their 
emblems  from  the  field  of  battle,  and 
«peak  of  the  charge,  the  conflict,  and 
the  shout  of  victory.  This  cause  is 
more  like  the  work  of  the  husbandman, 
who  diligently  opens  his  furrows  to  the 
dew  and  sunshine  ;  and  labors,  and  has 


»  During  the  past  year,  three  of  ihe  Vice 
Presidents  of  this  Society,  viz :  Rev.  Asa 
Hillyer,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Jersey,  Eev.  John  IT. 
Church,  D.  D.,  of  N.  Hampshire,  and  Rev. 
K.  W.  Baldwin,  D.  D.|  of  Indiana,  have  beeit 
removed  by  death. 


patience,  while  the  seasons,  in  their 
noiseless  course,  bring  forth  food  for 
man  and  beast  Thus,  the  agency  of 
this  Society  is  silent  amid  its  greatness ; 
yet  great,  even  in  its  silence :  and,  we 
trust,  It  will  continue  to  be  used  as 
Heaven's  instrument  of  unmeasured  * 
good,  when  the  hands  that  now  wield  it, 
he  nerveless  in  the  grave. 

This  confidence  is  confirmed  by  the 
history  of  the  past  year.  From  the 
pressure  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  cause  of  benevolence  has  labored, 
the  good  hand  of  our  God  has  slowly, 
but  steadily,  raised  the  Home  Missionary 
enterprise.  And  before  proceeding  to 
the  particulars  of  their  report,  the  Com- 
mittee feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  call 
upon  the  Society  to  join  with  them,  in 
♦*  sacrificing  the  sacrifices  of  thanksgiv- 
ing,'* and  in  "  declaring  the  works  of  the 
Lord  with  rejoicing." 

[The  operations  of  the  Society,  sines 
the  last  Annual  Meeting,  are  detailed  in  a 
General  Table,  which  is  omitted  here.] 

SUBIMARY  OF  RESULTS. 

From  the  foregoing  enumeration,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  whole  number  of 
missionaries  and  agents  in  the  service 
of  tiie  Society,  the  past  year,  is  690 ; 
being"  10  more  than  the  number  em- 
ployed the  preceding  year.  Of  these, 
512  were  in  commission  at  the  time  of 
our  last  anniversary,  and  178  have  been 
since  appointed. 

The  sum  of  missionary  labor  per- 
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formed  10  equal  tp  501  years^  or  an  ad- 
vance of  15  years  above  the  amount 
stated  in  our  last  report 

These  lalwrs  have  been  bestowed  on 
862  congregations  and  missionary  dis- 
tricts, in  21  states  and  territories  of  the 
Union,  and  also  in  Canada  and  Texas. 

But  the  mere  numerical  increase  of 
missionaries  and  years  of  labor,  above 
stated,  is  by  no  means  a  just  measure  of 
the  actual  advance  made  by  the  Society 
in  the  work  assigned  it.  It  would  have 
been  easy  for  Uie  Committee,  without 
additional  expense,  to  swell  the  apparent 
results  of  the  yeai,  by  multiplying  ap- 
pointments in  the  older  states,  where 
missionaries  are  easily  obtained,  and  the 
sums  appropriated  are  small.  But  they 
have  chosen  rather  to  enlarge  that  part 
of  the  Society's  work  which  has  respect 
to  the  uncultivated  portions  of  the 
country.  Accordingly,  as  fast  as  the 
missionary  churches  at  the  East  are 
strengthened  so  that  they  no  longer 
require  assistance ;  their  places  are  sup- 
plied by  other  churches  in  the  West. 
In  this  way,  while  the  number  of  mis- 
sionaries and  congregations  presents 
but  a  small  apparent  mcrease,  the  last 
year,  there  has  yet  been  such  a  transfer 
of  the  Society 's  operations  from  the  older 
and  abler,  to  the  newer  and  more  needy 
portions  of  the  field,  as  to  make  a  grati- 
fjring  increase  qf  that  kind  of  labor, 
which  it  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  this 
institution  to  perform. 

This  policy  of  the  Society  is  required 
by  the  great  fact,  that  the  new  states 
and  territories  of  our  country,  are  the 
field  of  conflict  on  which  her  salvation 
is  to  be  won  or  lost  It  has  also  been 
ratified  by  the  evident  approval  of  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church,  in  the  be- 
stowment  of  his  Spirit  on  that  portion 
of  the  country,  which  is  now  the  subject 
of  so  much  interest  and  eflrart — ^the 
number  of  hopeful  conversions,  and 
additions  to  the  churches  by  profession, 
being  there  much  larger,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  laborers  under  whose 
ministry  they  have  occurred.  Thus, 
not  only  the  Providence  of  God^  as  re- 
c^nized  in  the  opening  of  wide  and 
efSctual  doors,  and  in  me  cries  of  the 
needy ;  but  also  the  divine  Spirit  seems 
to  point  the  Society  to  the  fair  field  of 
promise  in  the  West 

The  nast  year,  like  that  which  im- 
mediately preceded  it,  has  been   gra- 


ciou0ly  distinguished  by  the  reviviog, 
influences  of  me  Holy  Spirit  In  80  of 
the  missionary  churches,  seasons  of  spe- 
cial refreshing  have  been  enjoyed ;  and 
the  number  of  hopeful  conversions  re- 
ported is  3,285.  Not  far  from  2,860  have 
been  added  to  the  churches,  by  the  pub- 
lic profession  of  their  faith  in  the  Re- 
deemer. There  have  also  been  added, 
by  letters  from  other  churches,  1,758 ; 
making  the  total  of  additions,  4,618. 

The  number  of  pupils  instructed  in 
Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  classes  under 
the  direction  of  the  missionaries,  the 
last  year,  has  been,  about  54,100. 

In  the  communities  aided  by  the 
operations  of  the  Society,  there  are  now 
reported,  64,500  subscribers  to  temper- 
ance pledges.  The  correspondence  of 
the  missionaries  gives  pleasing  evidence, 
that  during  the  last  year,  there  has  been 
a  revival  of  interest  in  reference  to  this 
branch  of  reform. 

The  efiect  of  charitable  aid  bestowed 
on  right  principles,  is  not  to  diminish 
the  liberality  of  those  who  receive  it ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  invigorates  and 
evolves  a  spirit  of  active  benevolence- 

This  is  illustrated  in  the  fact,  that 
the  "  deep  poverty"  which,  the  last  year, 
ha^  oppressed  the  missionary  churches 
beyond  the  experience  of  any  former 
year,^  hasn  nevertheless,  *^  abounded  to 
the  riches  of  their  liberality."  Of  these 
churches,  246  have  reported  their  con- 
tributions to  the  cause  of  benevolence, 
amounting  in  all  to  $11,604  These 
benefactions,  prove  that  the  day  is  not 
distant,  when  these  infant  communities, 
having  themselves  known  the  embar- 
rassments  of  poverty  and  the  blessed- 
ness of  relief,  will  bring  the  strength 
and  wealth  of  their  maturity  to  send  the 
Gospel  to  others.  To  the  support  of 
these  240  congregations,  $28,600  had 
been  previousTv  appropriated.  The 
amount  returned  by  them  into  the  trea- 
sury of  benevolence  is,  therefore,  more 
than  40  per  cent  on  the  sum  which  they 
have  received — ^a  return,  that  shows  how 
productive  to  the  cause  of  christian 
charity,  even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view*  are  investments  in  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary enterprise. 

GENERAL   INFLUENCE. 

But  the  labors  of  the  Society  are  not 
to  be  estimated  by  the  results  of  a 
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single  year ;  nor  yet  by  the  visible  fruits 
of  a  series  of  years.  There  are  a 
thousand  unseen,  collateral  effects,  flow- 
ing from  the  springs  of  salvation  opened 
at  so  many  points,  which  no  report  can 
detail,  nor  human  sagacity  fully  dis- 
<jover.  What  arithmetic  can  compute 
the  value  of  those  gentle,  unnoted,  yet 
jnighty  influences  which  have  gone  forth 
through  the  land,  frc«n  all  the  congrega- 
tions to  which,  in  the  period  of  its  opera- 
tions, this  Society  has  extended  aid? 
How  much  blessing  has  been  dispersed 
abroad,  how  much  evil  prevented  by  the 
timely  occupancy  of  posts,  which  now 
-exert  a  controlling  influence  on  the  rest  of 
the  land  i  Start  from  this  metropolis,  and 
trace,  in  imagination,  the  great  lines  of 
communication  *  with  the  interior,  the 
rivers,  rail-roads  and  canals,  and  you 
And  that  the  chief  points  of  social  and 
commercial  power  are  more  or  less  in- 
'  debted  to  the  labors  of  this  Society,  and 
those  from  which  it  sprung,  for  what- 
ever good  they  diff'ase  around  them. 
Ten  of  the  churches  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  have  been  planted  or  fostered  by 
its  aid.  Nine  in  Piiiladelphia,  are  simi- 
larly  related  to  it  So  also  Troy,  Utica, 
Syracuse,  Rochester,  and  other  places 
on  the  Erie  canal ;  Bufialo,  Cleaveland, 
Sandusky,  Toledo  and  Monroe,  on  Lake 
Erie ;  Ypsilanti,  Ann  Arbor,  Tecumseh 
and  White  Pigeon,  on  the  great  land 
rout  across  the  Peninsula  of  Michigan ; 
Chicago,  Racine,  Milwaukie  and  Green 
Bay— fthe  gates  of  the  country  beyond 
them — ^have  at  some  period,  been  in- 
debted to  this  Society  for  a  portion  of  the 
means  which  have  blessed  them  with 
the  Gospel.  It  has  also  passed^  by  vari- 
ous points  on  the  nationad  road,  through 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,,  \o  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Starting  at  Pittsburg,  it  has 
followed  the  windings  of  the  Ohio, 
pausing  to  leave  a  blessing  on  either 
shore,  at  Parkersburg>  Gallipqlis,  Ports- 
mouth, Newport,  Cincinnati,.  Madison, 
Louisville,  New- Albany,  Evansville,  and 
other  points  of  vantage.  It  has  preached 
the  Gospel  on  the  Missouri^  Irom  St. 
Charles  on  the  East,  to  the  Osages  on 
the  West  On  the  blufls  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, at  St  Louis*  Alton,  Quincy,  Fort 
Madison,  Galena,  Dubuque,  and  other 
prominent  points,  its  missionaries  have 
early  planted  the  banner  of  the  cross. 
Leaving  these  great  thoroughfares,  it 

a* 


has  penetrated  into  the  interior,  iand  at 
more  than  2400  other  stations,  it  has 
preached  salvation  through  Christ,  and 
persuaded  men  to  lead  "a  quiet  and 
peaceable  life,  in  godliness  and  honesty." 
Its  influence  has  thus  mingled  with  the 
vital  current  that  circulates  through  all 
the  arteries  of  the  social  system,  infus- 
ing moral  health  into  the  constitution  of 
this  great  people ;  adding  authority  to 
the  laws ;  tbstering  education  in  aU  its 
interests,  from  the  infant  school  up  to 
the  college  ;  sustaining  the  Sabbath ; 
promoting  temperance  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  blessings  of  this  life,  and  pre- 
paration for  that  which  is  to  come. 

FINANCES. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury^  at  the 
time  of  the  last  Anniversary,  was 
J$2,278  51.  The  subsequent  receipts 
have  amounted  to  $85,413  34 ;  making 
the  total  sum  at  the  dispossd  of  the 
Committee,  during  the  year,  $87,691  85l 

The  amount  due  to  missionaries  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year^  was  $6,705 
33 ;  and  there  has  since  become  due. 
the  further  sum  of  $88,345  26 ;  making 
the  liability  of  the  Society  for  the  year, 
$95*050  59.  Of  this*  $84,864  06  have 
been  paid ;  nnd  there  remains  $10,186 
53  of  present  indebtedness  ;  towards  dis- 
charging which  there  is  a  balance  in  the 
treasury,  of  $2,827  79.  For  the  re- 
mainikr  of  what  is  due  to  the  mission-^ 
aries,  and  for  whatever  else  may  be 
needed  for  the  prosecution  of  this  woik, 
our  only  reliance,  under  God,  is  on  tho 
free  oflerings  of  those  who  esteem  it 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 

The  receipts  above  reported  are 
$7,068  14  more  than  the  income  of  Uie 
year  preceding.  That  the  Committee 
are  able  to  announce  such  an  advance^ 
in  a  year  of  so  much  dif&culty  in  mak- 
ing, charitable  collections,  they  regard 
as  an  occasion  for  devout  thanksgiving 
to  the  Great  Patron  of  the  missionasy 
enterprise.  When,  foui:  years  ago,  the 
first  sea  of  commercial  distress  broke 
over  ug,  an  extensive  sympathy  wan 
awakened ;  and  the;  christian  commu*^ 
nity  hastened,  by  a  common  impulse,  to 
rescue  the  drowning  interests  of  the 
nnssionary  cause  from  destruction^  It 
was  felt  that  the  church  must  sustain 
her  operations  for  the  salvatioa  of  the 
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world,  whatever  might  he  the  sacrifice 
k  should  cost  But  the  emergency 
proved  to  he  a  protracted  one ;  and  6<»ne- 
thing  more  has  heen  necessary  to  meet 
it,  than  a  mere  romantic  and  impulsive 
sympathy.  And  thus,  our  cause  has 
heen  thrown,  more  and  more  every  year, 
upon  that  henevolence  which  is  intel- 
ligent, and  well  grounded  in  love  and 
ohedienee  to  Christ  The  resources  of 
the  Society  the  past  year,  may  therefore 
he  regarded  as  eminently  the  tribiUe  of 
princtpJei  Contributions  made  under 
Mich  circumstances  assuie  us,  that 
Home  Missions  are  hereafter  to  form  a 
leading  feature  in  the  policy  of  those,, 
who  are  thoughtful  for  the  great  inte- 
rests of  the  nation  and  the  Church. 

SBOFOSED  OPERATIONS  FOK  TUK  COMING 
YEAR. 

With  such  a  guaranty  of  permanent 
support,  the  Society  hae^  issued  its 
pledges  to  missionaries,  for  Isboir  to 
be  performed,  in  the  coming  year, 
amounting  to  $24^97r.  This,  with 
what  is  already  due,  and  liable  to  be 
4rawn  for,  makes  the  sum  of  $34,883 
of  responsibility,  under  which  the  Com- 
mittee will  commence  their  annual  la- 
bors. This  amount  is  indeed  larger 
by  95,714  thsffi  the  same  item  in  the 
preceding  rep^t;  but  some  increase 
of  expenditure  was  demanded  by  the 
voice  of  Providence,  which  the  Com- 
mittee could  neither  misunderstand  nor 
decline  to  obey.  The  western  commu- 
nkies  have  been  so  overwhelmed  by  tha 
complicated  embarrassments  Of  the  times, 
that  it  has  been  found  impracticable,  in 
many  cases,  to  sustain<the  missionaries 
on  tie  reduced  scale  <rf  appropriations 
which  was  observed  the  previous  year. 
There  has  seemed,  then,  to  be  no  alter- 
native, but  that  the  labors  and  expen- 
ditures  of  years,  on  tilat  portion  of 
the  field  be  lost,  and  the  salvation  of 
our  country  retarded;  or  that  the  So- 
ciety must  throw  itself  into  the  breach, 
and,  by  its  pledges  of  assistance,  res- 
cue from  impending  ruin,  the  institu- 
tions of  piety,  with  their  associated 
blessings,  in  these  infant  settlements. 
At  the  same  time,  new  facilities  of 
usefulness  have  been  opened,  in  the 
more  recently  settled  portions  of  the 
West    The  rush  of  emigraticm  to  those 


regions,  and  the  criticsd  io^)ortance  of 
the  present  moment  of  tliir  history, 
demand  that  missionary  operations  there 
be  urged  on  a  liberal  and  efficient  scale. 
To  this  end,  the  Committee  need,  for 
the  coming  year,  a  revenue  of  at  least 
$50,000  above  the  receipts  of  the  last 
And  is  this  a  great  thing  to  ask,  in  he- 
half  of  such  a  work  as  ours  1  There 
is  not  on  the  globe,  another  object  of 
equal  value,  so  much  in  jeopardy,  and 
yet  so  little  appreciated,  as  me  welfare 
of  that  magnificent  basin,  in  which  the 
congregated  sovereignties  t)f  the  West 
lie  spread  out,^  side  by  side.  Point  tile 
Christians  of  America  to  a  similar  regicm 
any  where  in  Asia  or  Africa — show 
them  such  a  soil,  in  all  its  original  fresh^ 
ness,  towards  which  such  a  population 
as  purs  is  rushing,  so  wild  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  strength  and  freedom — 
convince  them,  that  for  the  possession 
of  that  region,  there  may  be  but  ten  or  '^ 
twenty  years  in  which  to  struggle — and 
the  church  would  rise  up  as  one  man  ta 
claim  and  occupy  it  for  Christ  Tell 
her  of  expense — ^she  would  scorn  to 
compute  it ;  talk  to  her  of  obstacles — 
she  would  wade  through  seas,  and  dig 
down  mountains  to  reach  her  object. 
And  shall  this  same  church  remain  un> 
moved,  when  she  is  shown  such  a  field 
of  unparalleled  interest  lying  even  at 
her  own  doors — a  fields  too,  which  is  sic 
times  as  large  as  both  France  and 
Britain,,  and  equal  to  the  whole  of  Eu-  - 
rope,  exclusive  of  Russia  1  The  Com^ 
mittee  ask  for  the  amount  above  speei-^ 
fied,  not  because  it  is  fairly  proportioned 
to  the  work  thst  needs  to  be  done  ;  but 
because  it  is  the  lowest  point  at  which 
the  conscience  of  the  Society  may 
rest  for  another  year.  T^y  dare  not 
—on  their  responsibility  to  the  christian 
public,  who  wait  for  them  to  an- 
nounce what  the  signs  of  the  timed- 
demand  ;  as  servants  of  the  Society 
that  appoints  them  to  this  high  trust ; 
and  especially,  as  those  who  must  give 
account  tp  Christ— the  Committee  dare 
not  ask  for  less^ 

AUXILIARY     SOCIETIES     ANI> 
AGENCIES. 

XAINE  MISSIONABY  SOCIETY. 

At  the  last  Anniversary  of  Urn  So* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


184}. 


THE  HOUB  MISSIONARY. 


a 


cie^,  it  had  been  in  existence  cme  third 
of  a  century — ^its  number  of  members 
had  increased  from  32  to  more  than 
2000 — its  number  of  missionaries  from 
1  to  72 — ^more  than  four  fifths  of  the 
Congregational  churches  in  the  state  had 
been  aided  from  its  funds,  and  about 
three  fourths  of  the  ministry,  then  resi- 
dent in  the  state,  had  been,  in  successive 
years,  in  its  employment  The  year 
then  closed,  had  been  one  of  great 
«piritual  prosperity  to  the  churches. 
Seven  hundred  and  "'thirty-seven  had 
been  reported  as  hopefully  converted 
under  the  labors  of  the  missionaries — a 
greater  number,  in  proportion  to  the 


Trustees  concludes.  "The  cause  of 
Home  Missions  has  an  ^nportant  beax- 
ing  upon  all  other  benevolent  institu- 
tutions  of  the  day.  It  is  necessary  to 
their  successful  operation.  Let  this 
flourish,  and  every  thing,  far  and  wide, 
flourishes  around  it ;  let  this  die,  and 
all  kmdred  efforts  die  with  it  If  we 
would  plant  the  standard  of  Christ  in 
farthest  India,  or  wave  the  banner  of  the 
cross  over  the  Aborigines  beyond  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  or  shed  the  light  of 
Heaven  upon  the  dark  coasts  of  Africa, 
or  cause  the  Isles  of  the  sea  to  wait  for 
the  divine  law,  we  must  kindle  up  a 
light  at  home.    It  must  be  hke  the  altar 


services  rendered,  than  in  any  year  since  |  fires  that  never  ^o  out    It  must  be  pro- 
the  Society  was  instituted.  gressive  and  wide  spreading ;  and  it  wOl 

The  generous  contributions,  received  throw  its  influence  to  the  ends  of  the 
at  the  last  annual  meeting,  relieved  the  i  world.*' 
Society  from  its  immediate  embarrass- 
ments, and  enabled  it  to  redeem  all  its 
pledges.  Its  receipts,  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  have  not,  however,  been  ade- 
quate to  its  necessities.  But  we  trust 
Uie  year  will  not  close,  ere  its  warm- 
hearted and  liberal  patrons,  shall  have 
furnished  it  with  Uie  means  of  rendering 
unto  its  devoted  and  faithful  laborers  their 
stipulated  hire.  There  had  been  paid 
into  the  treasury,  during  the  year  ending 
April  Ist,  $6,338  17,  and  expended 
^7,082  06,  leaving  the  treasury  over- 
drawn $679  52. 

The  number  of  missionaries  in  com- 
mission, during  the  year,  is  73  ;  and  the 
amount  of  labor  performed,  is  several 
years  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
"  Though  revivals  of  religion,"  says  the 
Secretary,  Rev.  Br.  Gjllett,  "have 
not  been  so  multiplied  and  extensive  as 
in  some  former  years,  and  especially  the 
last,  yet  there  is  np  abatement  of  interest 
in  the  churches  in  securing  the  stated 
means  of  grace,  or  diminution  of  zeal 
and  labors  in  those  that  cultivate  the 
destitute  fields  i  and  the  call  for  con- 
tinued and  increased  effort  were  never 
more  pressing  and  importunate." 

And,  that  the  immediate  patrons  of 
this  Society,  do  not  limit  their  views  of 
the  importance  and  relations  of  the  work 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  to  the  vast, 
ijncultivated  and  inviting  field  which,  in 
their  own  state,  is  spread  out  before 
themi  ^ox  to  the  broad  extent  of  our 
qommon  country,  is  seen,  in  the  senti- 
QieQl  with  whi(^  the  last  report  of  the 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

The  receipts  of  this  Society,  during 
the  year  endmg  April  1st,  have  been 
$4,881  94 ;  and  its  expenditures 
$4,918  99,  leaving  the  treasury  over- 
drawn $39  05,  but  showing  an  advance 
on  the  previous  year,  of  $453  97.  In 
addition  to  what  has  been  received  into 
the  treasury  of  this  Society,  and  ex- 
pended within  the  state,  $876  55  have 
been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  parent 
Society ;  $640  of  which  in  the  form 
of  legacies,  and  $236  55  in  donations 
from  congregations  and  individuals  in^ 
different  parts  of  the  state — ^making  the 
whole  amount  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
Home  Missions,  during  the  year, 
$5,758  49 — exceeding  Uie  amount  pf 
the  previous  year  $960  10. 

The  Society  has  had  in  its  service, 
during  the  year,  47  missionaries  ;  28  of 
whom  ar$  pastors  of  churches,  and  19 
are  stated  supplies ;  35  of  these  have 
labored  in  single  congregations ;  ID 
have  divided  their  labors  ^tween  two 
congregations  each,  and  2  have  occu- 
pied still  larger  fields. 

During  the  last  missionary  year  of 
the  Society,  6  pastors  had  been  setUed, 
6  houses  of  public  worship  completed 
and  2  others  commenced,  1  church 
had  been  organized^  and  5  churches  haA 
enjoyed  seasons  of  refreshing  from  thp 
presence  of  the  Lord. 

"In  reviewing  the  goodness  of  God 
toward?  the  cause  pf  flome  M^^ipivi 
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in  this  state,  for  the  last  three  years  and 
a  half,"  says  the  Secretary  of  the  So- 
ciety, Rev.  Benjamin  P.  Stone,  "we 
have  great  occasion  for  thanksgiving 
and  praise.  During  this  period,  17 
churches  have  acquired  sufficient 
strength  to  sustain  Aeir  own  Gospel 
institutions,  and  a  larger  numher  have 
been  hopefiilly  bom  agaicl,  than  during 
any  previous  period  of  the  same  length, 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Society." 


'  VERMONT     DOMESTIC     MISSIONARY 
CIETT. 


so- 


There  remained  in  the  treasury  of 
this  Society,  April  1st,  1840,  a  balance 
of  $3,566  18;  the  receipts  smce  that 
date  have  been  #2,808  04 — making  the 
resources  of  the  year  $6,374  22.  The 
expenditures  have  been  $4,346  88— 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  April 
1st,  mi,  of  $2,027  34. 

Fifty  missionaries  have  been  in  the 
employment  of  this  Society,  during  the 
year.  There  had  been  added  to  the 
churches  aided,  at  the  close  of  the  last 
missionary  year,  200  members — most  of 
whom  had,  during  the  year,  been  trans- 
lated from  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into 
the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son.  Over 
3  of  these  churches,  the  missionaries 
had  been  settled  as  pastors — 10  of  them 
had,  during  the  year,  completed  and 
dedicated  houses  of  worship — 3  had 
been  so  far  strengthened,^  as  to  count  it 
their  privilege^  no  longer  to  receive 
charitable  aid,^  but  to  contribute  of  their 
resources,  henceforth,  to  swell  that 
stream,  from  which  they  had  them 
selves  been  watered  in  the  days  of  their 


But,  "there  is  a  class  of  results," 
says  the  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Rev. 
Samuel  Delano,  in  his  last  report, 
"that  cannot  be  set  forth  in  measured 
quantity.  The  great  amount  of  evil 
prevented  in  these  several  fields  of  ope- 
rations,^— ^the  good  impressions  which 
have  been  made  upon  thousands  of 
minds, — ^the  progress  of  truth,  though 
silent  and  unobtrusive,  yet  not  the  less 
real — ^the  knowledge  and  light  which 
have  thus  come  in, — ^the  edification  and 
comfort  which  the  saints  have  expe-^ 
rienced, — ^the  enlargement*  of  faith, — 
the  confirming  of  hopes, — the  inspiring 
<>f  animated  efifort, — ^the  bringing   to 


view  things  invisible, — and  the  bowing 
of  the  soul  in  obedience  to  the  powens 
of  the  world  to  come ; — ^here  is  an 
amount  of  good  effected,  which  proba- 
bly is  not  less  than  all  others  together, 
and  yet  is  so  unobtrusive  in  its  cha- 
racter, as  never  to  be  seen,  unless 
searched  out,  and  can  scarcely  be  dis- 
cerned, even  after  diligent  search,  ex- 
cept by  the  eye  of  faith." 

MASSACHUSETTS    MISSIONARY    SOCIETY. 

Eighty-one  miBBionaiiea  have  been  in 
the  service  of  this  Society  the  past 
year.  Their  Sabbath  congregations 
number  not  far  from  9,000  souls,  and 
the  pupils  in  the  Sabbath  schools  and 
Bibje  classes  under  their  care,  between 
5  and  6,000.  At  the  date  of  the  So- 
ciety's last  report,  the  churches  aided 
contained  3,800  members,  and  there 
had  been  added  to  them,  during  the  year, 
not  far  from  600.  Seventeen  of  the 
churches  had  been  favored  with  seasons 
of  special  religious  interest,  and  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  the  converts 
were  heads  of  families, — 6  houses  of 
worship  had  been  built  and  4  enlarged 
or  improved,  and  11  churches,  most  of 
which  the  Society  had  nurtured  from 
their  feeblest  infancy,  had  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  sustaining  the  institu- 
tions of  the  Gospel  without  aid — ^there- 
by relinquishing  nearly  $1,000  of  mis- 
sionary funds,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
whose  circumstances  are  more  neces- 
sitous. 

The  receipts  of  the  Society,  during 
the  year^  have  been  $17,366  61,  ex- 
ceeding those  of  the  preceding  year 
$2,j648  12.  Of  this  amount  $11,574  31, 
have  been  expended  within  the  state  ; 
$7,172  57  have  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  American  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society ;  and  there  remained  in 
the  treasury,  April  1st,  $2,689  8a 

There  have  also  been  received  mta 
the  treasury  of  the  Parent  Society  from 
the  State  of  Massachu^etts  $3,812  43 — 
$1,250  of  which  was  from  the  Hamp- 
shire Missionary  Society,  $1,000  in  part 
payment  of  the  legacy  of  the  late  Rev. 
Jonathan  L.  Pomeroy,  and  $1,562  43 
from  various  individuals,  congregations 
and  auxiliaries  in  different  parts  of  the 
state.  The  whole  amount,  therefore, 
realized  to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions 
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ftimi  the  state,  during  the  year,  is 
$21,183  04— of  which  #10,985  09  have  | 
beei^  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Pa- 
rent Society,  and  expended  in  extend- 
ing the  principles  and  institutions  of 
the  Pilgrims  towards  the  going  down  of 
the  sun. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the! 
Massachusetts  Missionary  Society,  in 
making  their  appropriations,  have  looked 
not  upon  the  necessities  of  the  feeble 
cjt^urches  within  their  limits  alone,  but 
have  had  an  almost  equal  concern  for 
tht)se  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the 
land.  They  have  made  the  cares  of  the 
Executive  Conmiittee  of  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society  their  own, 
and  have  borne  no  small  share  of  their 
burdens.  The  Secretary  of  the  Society, ! 
Rev.  Joseph  S.  Clakk,  in  his  report  at 
the  close  of  the  last  year  says,  "  No 
sooner  was  it  known  that  the  Parent 
Society  was  unable  to  occupy  new  fields 
of  labor  in  the  rising  settlements  of  the 
West,  and  could  retain  those  already 
occupied  oftly  by  reducing  the  hire  of 
the  laborers,  which,  even  in  that  case, 
it  was  feared  must  be  kept  back  for  a 
season — than  we  felt  bouijd,  by  the  law 
of  christian  reciprocity,  to  make  a  re- 
duction in  Massachusetts  also,  wherever  \ 
it.  could  be  ddhe  without  unsettling  the ' 
ministry.  After  the  most  diligent  in-  j 
quiry  into  the  circumstances  of  each 
assisted  church,  as  its  missionary  year , 
expired,  the  new  appropriations,  made  i 
to  17  of  the  churcnes,  were  reduced  i 
$890  below  the  sum  which  they  re- 
ceived the  year  preceding.  "  In  nearly 
all  ^ese  cases,"  he  adds,  *' the  Com- 
mittee have  had  the  happiness  to  hear,  I 
that  this  step  and  the  reasons  for  it  have 
received  the  friendly  acquiescence  of 
these  churches,  though  it  has  laid  them 
under  additional  burdens," 

CONNECTICUT  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

There  remained  a  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury of 'this  Society,  April  1st,  1840,  of  1 
$4,610  13,  The  receipts,  during  the 
year,  have  been  $3,244  78,  and  the 
expenditures  $3,244  32 ;  leaving  a  ba- 
lance in  the  treasury,  April  1st,  1841, 
of  $4,610  59.  There  have  also  been 
received  into  the  treasury  of  the  Ame- 
rican Home  Missionary  Society,  from 
the  Home  Missionary  Society  of  Fair- 


field West,  the  Home  ll^iflGloBary  So- 
ciety of  New-Haven  East,  from  lega- 
cies, individuals,  congregations  and 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  Associations,  $5,320 
34.  The  "  Female  Missionary  Society 
of  Stonington,"  has  contributed  $1^ 
towards  the  support  of  a  missionary  in 
Wisconsin  territory ;  and  the  Ladies' 
"  Stilson  Benevolent  Society"  of  Green^ 
wich,  $400 — ^making  the  entire  amount 
necessary  to  sustain  two  missionaries 
in  the  same  territory.  The  whole 
amount,  therefore,  contributed  for  Home 
Missions  in  Connecticut,  during  the 
year,  is  $8,564  66. 

Thirty-fice  feeble  churches  have  been 
aided  in  this  state,  the  past  year,  in 
sustaining  the  Gospel — several  of  them 
have  reported  seasons  of  special  reli- 
gious interest^  and  in  some  of  them, 
there  have  been  striking  manifestations 
of  God's  saving  power. 

"  Though  there  are  now  more  feeble 
churches  in  Connecticut,"  says-  the 
Secretary  of  the  Society,  Rev.  Horace 
Hooker,  in  his  last  report,  **  than  there 
were  twenty-five  years  ago,  it  is  not 
because  Home  Missions  have  failed  of 
their  object.  A  part  of  this  number 
consists  of  churches  formed  through  the 
agency  of  our  Society,  which,  there- 
fore, we  may  regard  as  striking  evi- 
dence of  success;  another  part  con- 
sists of  churches,  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  various  changes,  have  be- 
come weak,  and  which,  without  the 
patronage  of  the  Society,  might  have 
ceased  to  exist ;  while  in  most  cases, 
where  this  patronage  has  been  enjoyed, 
the  churches,  though  still  ranked  among 
the  churches  that  need  aid,  are  so  un- 
hke  their  former  selves,  in  all  that  con- 
stitutes the  strength  and  ornament  of 
religion,  as  a  living  body  is  unlike  a 
tenant  of  the  grave.  What  is  now 
called  feebleness,  is  a  far  different  thing, 
from  what  was  designated  by  that  term, 
at  the  origin  of  the  Society.  What  was 
then  meant  by  **  desolations"  and 
"waste  places," — which  were  visible, 
too,  in  almost  every  section  of  the  state 
— can  now  be  found  only  after  diligent 
search.  ,  If  a  new  and  neat  house  of 
worship  has  taken  the  place  of  one, 
whose  appearance  of  neglect  and  decay, 
only  imaged  forth  the  moral  state  of  the 
church,  if  the  assembly  at  the  tavern 
on  the  Sabbath  has  been  transferred*  tp 
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the  ganctuary,  if  tbe  school  house  has 
been  repaired  and  made  comfortable  or 
even  attractive,  if  intemperance  no 
longer  reels  without  shame  through  the 
streets,  if  error  and  profaneness  have 
retired  abashed  fix>m  the  public  gaze,  if 
the  voice  of  prayer  and  praise  has  suc- 
ceeded to  the  boisterous  notes  of  mirth 
or  the  coarse  language  of  li6entiouB- 
ness  ;  call  the  scene  of  these  changes 
what  you  may,  it  will  afford  proof,  in  a 
radical  transformation  of  character,  that 
Hcmie  Missions,  through  the  blessing 
of  Heaven,  have  converted  a  waste, 
howling  wilderness  into  a  fruitful  field. 

RHODE    ISLAND    HOME    MISSIONARY    SO- 
CIETY. 

This  Society  has  resolved^  the  past 
year,  to  relinquish  its  dependance  upon 
the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society, 
whose  generous  aid  it  had  received  for 
many  years,  and  to  rely  for  pecuniary 
supplies  for  its  feeble  churches,  upon 
collections  to  be  received  from  the  more 
favored  churches  withfn  the  state.  This 
arrangement  has  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  churches,  and  they  have 
generously  responded  to  the  calls  which 
have  been  made  upon  their  beneficence, 
in  behalf  of  the  needy  and  destitute 
around  them. 

There  have  been  four  missionaries 
laboring  within  l^e  state,  during  the 
year,  and  the  amount  expended  in  their 
support  is  not  far  from  ^800. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Tucker,  D.  D.,  of 
Providence,  is  the  Secretary  of  this 
Society. 

thiladelphia  home   missionary   so- 
ciety. 

This  Society  occupies  the  same  ter- 
ritory, as  did  the  Phijadelphia  Agency 
of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Sd- 
ciety ;  viz.  the  states  of  Pennsylvania, 
New-Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland. 
The  extent  of  the  field,  and  the  increas- 
ing necessity  of  multiplied  and  enlarged 
em>rts  to  build  up  its  feeble  churches 
and  reclaim  its  desolations,  suggested 
the  importance  of  changing  the  relation 
ai  an  agency  to  that  of  an  auxiliary  in- 
stitution. This  suggestion  received  the 
cordial  approbation  of  the  friends  of  the 
icause,  both  within  the  Agency  and  out 


of  it ;  and  in  July  last,  the  (n^nization 
of  the  Philadelphia  Home  Missionary 
Society,  Auxiliary  to  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society  was  com- 
pleted. Sustaining  to  the  Parent  Insti. 
tution  the  same  relation  as  other  auxili- 
aries of  the  larger  class,  and  acting 
upon  the  same  general  principles,  this 
Society  will  have  the  immediate  over- 
sight of  the  destitutions  within  its 
bounds ;  will  make  its  own  appoint- 
ments; organize  subordinate  auxilia- 
ries; call  the  attention  of  churches 
and  individuals  to  the  claims  of  the 
cause ;  sustain  from  its  oWn  resources, 
as  far  as  practicable,  the  laborers  within 
its  limits ;  and  devote  whatever  funds 
may  remain,  to  the  advancement  of  the 
common  cause  in  other  sections  of  the 
land. 

The  formation  of  this  Society,  the 
spirit  with  which  its  operations  have 
been  commenced,  the  favor  which  it 
has  received,  and  the  success  which 
has  already  attended  its  e^rts,  to 
awaken  a  deeper  and  more  general  in-  " 
terest  in  the  establishment  of  Grospel 
institutions  among  our  own  countrymen 
and  kindred,  we  regard  as  highly  auspi- 
cious to  the  cause  of  missions.  The 
Rev.  Elias  R.  Fairchild,  Secretary  of 
the  Agency,  was  elected  Secretary  of 
the  Society,  and  commenced  his  labors 
by  an  extensive  exploration  of  the  field, 
with  reference  both  to  its  necessities 
and  the  development  of  its  resources 
for  missionary  action,  the  results  of 
which,  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  So- 
ciety in  the  prosecution  of  its  work. 

The  year  and  the  field  have  each 
presented  their  peculiar  difficulties,  in 
the  way  of  pecuniary  collections ;  the 
receipts,  however,  have  amounted  to 
$9,050  22^— which  exceeds  the  amount 
collected  the  preceding  year,  $1,326  84 
Forty-nine  missionaries  have  befen  in 
commission  during  the  year — 33  in 
Pennsylvania,  13  in  New-Jersey,  2  in 
Delaware,  and  1  in  Maryland.  They 
have  preached  the  (Jospel  an^  admin- 
istered its  ordinances  in  65  congrega- 
tions ;  the  number  of  congregations 
aided  being  greater  than  in  the  previous 
year  by  27,  arid  the  number  of  mission- 
aries by  19. 

Seventeen  new  stations  have  been  oc- 
cupied—some of  them  of  peculiar  in* 
terest,  where  no  previous  eflRfft  l»d 
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«v6r  been  ut^ide  to  ostalilish  tbe  Goqwl 
Six  new  houses  of  worship  have  been 
completedt  &nd  3  others  commenced. 
Three  hundred  and  sixiy^nine  have  been 
tidded  to  the  chulrches — ^216  Of  whom 
were  added  by  profession.  The  year 
has  not  been  as  distinguished,  as  some 
former  years,  for  revivals  of  religion ; 
yet,  several  of  the  missionaries  make 
mention  of  seasons  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest,  and  in  4  of  the  churches, 
there  have  been  revivals  of  considera- 
ble extent  and  power. 

CENTRAL   AGENCY,   UTICA,    N.  Y. 

The  receipts  of  this  Agency,  during 
the  year,  have  been  $3,7:;^  69;  and 
there  have  been  pledged  in  support  of 
36  missionaries,  commissioned  for  12 
months  each  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  40 
congregations  within  its  bounds,  $3,095. 

The  aggregate  of  missionary  labor 
bestowed  on  the  churches  is  equal  to 
32  years.  Sixteen  churches  have  been 
added  to  the  number  of  those  aided  j 
during  the  year,  4  of  which  have  been 
recently  organized. 

Three  churches  have  assumed  the 
entire  responsibility  of  sustaining  the 
^Gospel,  2  have  had  pastors  installed 
over  them,  and  6  others  have  completed 
new,  or  essentially  improved  their  for- 
mer houses  of  worship. 

Eight  churches  are  reported  as  en- 
joying revivals  of  religion,  most  of 
which  are  of  recent  date,  and  some  of 
which  are  of  peculiar  interest  In  se- 
veral other  congregations,  the  assem- 
blies are  increasing  and  becoming  un- 
'usually  solemn,  and  the  great  truths  of 
the  Gospel  are  having  their  appropriate 
influence  upon  the  hearts  and  lives  of 
men.  Two  hundred  are  reported  as 
hopefully  converted  during  the  year, 
and  more  than  that  number  have  been 
added  to  the  churches. 

The  Secretary  of  this  Agency  is  Rev. 
Abuah  Crane,  whose  report  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

WESTERN  AGENCY,   GENEVA,   N.  Y. 

Sixty  missionaries  have  been  com- 
missioned wi^in  the  bounds  of  this 
Agency,  during  the  year,-to  labor  in  70 
different  congregations, — $5,491  have 
been  pledged  to  sustain  them,  and  the 


aggregate  of  service  rend6r«d«  if  their 
commissicms  are  fulfilled,  will  be  50 
years*  Ten  new  fields  have  this  year 
been  taken  up,  and  several  churchee 
that  were  almost  extinct  h^ve  been  ro» 
Buscitated  and  saved.  In  3  missionary 
stations  parsonages  have  been  built» 
and  13  of  the  missionary  churches  have 
either  completed  or  commenced  houses 
of  worship, 

The  receipts  from  the  field  of  this 
Agency  have  been  $9,551  83,  exceed- 
ing the  amount  appropriated  to  mis- 
sionaries within  the  same  limits  $4,060 
83.  The  distinctive  characteristic  be- 
longs to  the  district  embraced  within 
this  Agency,  of  yielding  the  largest  pri- 
vate donations,  that  have  been  received 
during  the  year— two  individuals,  having 
paid  $1,000  each,  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Society. 

The  Secretary  of  this  Agency  is  the 
Rev.  John  A.  Murray,  whose  report 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

WESTERN    RESERVE   DOMESTIC   MISSION- 
ARY   SOCIETY. 

The  number  of  missionaries  on  this 
field  has  been  increased,  during  the 
year,  from  14  to  21 ;  all,  except  3  of 
whom,  have  been  sustained  by  the  con- 
tributions of  the  churches  immediately 
connected  with  this  Auxiliary. 

Under  the  labors  of  the  missionaries, 
the  churches  have  gathered  strength— 
the  tone  of  their  piety  has  been  ele- 
vated;— a  growing  attachment  to  the 
permanent  institutions  of  the  Gospel,  a 
higher  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  pas- 
toral relation,  and  an  increasing  interest 
in  the  various  departments  of  christian 
benevolence,  are  every  where  manifest 

The  receipts  of  this  Society  have 
been,  $1,120  81 — a  small  advance  on 
the  last  year,  though  less  than  they 
would  have  been,  haS  not  the  effects  of 
the  pecuniary  embarrjassments  of  the 
country,  been  felt  more  severely  on  this 
field,  during  some  portion  of  the  last 
year,  than  in  any  year  previous.  The 
larger  subscriptions  have  fallen  of^  in 
consequence  of  the  inability  of  those, 
who  have  generously  made  them  in 
former  years,  any  longer  to  renew  them. 
But  the  deficit,  thus  occasioned,  has  been 
more  than  supplied,  by  the  multiplied 
contributions  of  those  who   have  not 
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jrivttiefth^lf  abtifidance*  but  sori*  of 
mem  at  least,  of  their  penary. 

•*Our  popolation/*  says  the  Secre- 
tary of  tills  Society,  the  Rev.  William 
F.  Curry,  "  originally  from  New-Eng- 
land,  and  possessing  all  the  peculiari- 
ties of  their  forefathers,  are  destined  to 
exert  a  powerful  influence  on  the  cha- 
racter of  this  state,  and  of  all  the 
western  states.  The  Western  Reserve 
embodies,  at  the  present  moment,  a  mo<- 
ral  power,  and  can  combine  and  concen^ 
trate  an  influence,  which  will  be  felt 
•from  the  lakes  to  the  shores  of  the  Ohio 
and  the  Missouri.  And  wo  to  the  west, 
if  it  becomes  so  corrupt  by  neglect,  as 
no  longer  to  exdrt  a  restraining  power 
upon  the  flood  of  iniquity,  which  is 
poured  over  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi." 

MARIETTA  AGENCY,  OHIO. 

This  sigency  embraces  9  counties  in 
the  vicinity  of  Marietta — viz.,  Wash- 
ington, Munroe,  Hoiking,  Morgan, 
Alliens,  Meigs,  Gallia,  Lawrence  and 
Jackson.  Their  population,  as  pre- 
sented in  the  last  census,  is  nearly 
134,000.  The  Agency  reports  collec- 
tions, during  the  year,  to  the  amount  of 
$465  11 ;  which  have  been  expended 
in  sustaining  3  missionaries,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Agency.  Two  others, 
making  5  in  all,  have  received  their 
appropriations  direfetly  from  the  treasury 
X)f  the  Society. 

♦•These  missionaries,"  says  Rev. 
Professor  Smith,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Agency,  "  have  labored  with  acceptance, 
Imd  with  as  much  success,  as  could  be 
expected  from  the  nature  of  the  soil 
they  have  had  to  cultivate.  But,  ^re 
remains  still  much  land  to  be  possessed. 
There  are  many  feeble  churches  on 
this  field,  which  would  willingly  do 
Bomediing  toward  the  support  of  a  pas- 
tor, altogetiier  destitute  of  the  means 
of  grace.  Others,  after  repeated,  but 
inenectual  effi)rt8  to  procure  a  minister, 
have  sunk  down  into  supicfe  inactivity, 
and  need  some  foreign  aid  to  arouse  them 
from  their  slumbers ;  and  there  are  within 
OTBrlimits,  regions,  neithersmallnorcom- 
tjaratively  sparsely  populated^  which  are 
like  the  barren  hcath>  that  knowethnot 
when  good  cometh — regions,  over  which 
1^  danmess  of  spiritual  death  reigns,  we  J 


had  aunoet  isaldv  ra^ttfok^  hy  ii  tay  ef 
light." 

CENTRAL    AGENCY    FOR  THE    WESTERN 
STATES  AT  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Little,,  on  resum- 
ing the  duties  of  Secretary  of  this 
Agency,  a  little  less  than  a  year  since, 
found  the  Board  in  debt  nearly  one 
thousand  dollars^  and  obstacles  to  be 
encountered  in  making  collections,  as 
serious  as  have  existed  in  any  part  of 
the  country.  The  churches  to  be  visit- 
ed were  widely  separated,  and  the 
travelling,  for  several  months  of  the 
year,  was  exceedingly  diflSicult.  The 
receipts,  however,  have  amounted  to 
$2,800,  which  has  cancelled  the  debt  of 
the  Agency,  and*  enabled  it  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  sustaining  18  of 
the  missionaries  in  commission  within 
its  boundfe. 

The  time  and  labors  of  the  Agent, 
have  been  directed,  no  small  part  of 
the  year,  to  nurturing  the  feeble 
churches  and  surveying  the  regions  of 
destitution.  In  a  late  communication, 
he  says,  **  I  have  just  visited  some  of 
the  Upper  Wabash  country,  and  find  a 
wide  and  interesting  field  for  missionary 
operations.  That  whole  country  north 
of  the  Wabash,  has  so  many  natural 
advantages,  that  it  must  soon  be  in** 
habited  by  a  population  as  dmise  as  any 
portion  of  the  United  States.  The 
western  half»  north  of  La  Fayette,  had 
no  white  men  upon  it,  twelve  years  ago ; 
now,  there  are  towns  and  settlements 
in  every  part  of  it  An  enterprising 
population  is  flowing  in  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  Atlantic  states,  and 
this  is  the  moment  when  the  missionary 
should  take  his  station  amonff  thenk 
Ther&is  another  region  in  Indiana,  in 
the  southwest  part  of  the  state,  differing 
somewhat  fr^m  the  one  described,  but 
scarcely  less  important,  equally  large 
and  equallj^  destitute  of  Prest^rterian 
ministers.  In  fact,  there  never  has 
been  a  time  since  your  first  raissiona^ 
ries  were  sent  into  this  valley,  that  the 
necessity  fbr  men  wte  every  where 
more  presj^ing  than  at^  ju^sent  I  hopd 
that  at  your"  amiiversaries)  and  every 
where>  and  in  every  way,  you  will  urge 
the  churches  to  pray  the  Lord  of  «e 
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harveflt  to  send  f6tik  laborers  into  his 
liarvest" 

*^  But,  while  we  tkus  plead  for  help,  we 
would  not  forget  to  recount  the  good- 
ness of  Grod,  in  bestowing  past  and 
present  blessings.  Ten  years  ago^  I 
met  a  Synod  at  Madison,  Indiana,  which 
included  all  the  Presbyterian  ministors 
west  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky  and  north 
of  Arkansas  ;  and  yet,  this  whole  body 
was  not  much  larger  than  either  branch 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  state 
of  Indiana  alone  now  is ;  and  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society  has 
been  the  great  instrument,  in  the  hand 
of  God,  of  effecting  this  change  and 
working  this  blessed  increase.  One  has  ] 
only  to  look  at  its  operations  the  last 
year  in  the  West,  or  the  results  of  its 
labors  for  ten  years,  to  be  satisfied  that 
its  steady,  noiseless  operations  are  most 
efficient  and  powerful.  The  kingdom 
of  Heaven,  we  believe,  comes  not  with 
observation.  So,  the  preaching  of  nearly 
two  hundred  missionaries  on  this  great 
field  the  past  year,  has  been  wiQiout 
much  observation.  Little  has  been  said 
or  thought  about  their  labors.  But,  as  a 
body,  they  are  self-denying,  hard-work- 
ing men,  and,  under  God,  they  have  been 
instrumental  in  perfecting , the  saints, 
edifying  the  body  of  Christ,  and  in  turn- 
ing the  feet  of  the  disobedient  unto  the 
wisdom  of  the  just  They  have  per- 
formed a  work,  which,  though  silent, 
will  be  seen,  in  the  light  of  another  day, 
to  have  been  truly  great  and  glorious.'' 

OTHER  AGENCIES  IN  THE  WEST. 

Illinois. — The  Rev.  Plavel  Bascom 
continued  his  efficient  services,  as  agent 
of  the  Society  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  state,  until  late  in  the  autumn,  when 
he  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  in  Chicago,  where  his  labors 
have  been  greatly  blessed,  in  the  edifi- 
cation and  enlargement  of  the  church 
under  the  outpourings  of  the  Spirit  of  i 
God. 

**The  present,"  says  Mr.  Bascom,| 
**  is  a  time  of  peculiar  interest  and  trial  I 
in  the  history  of  our  churches  in  this 
region.  Four  or  five  years  ago,  the  in- 
flux of  population  was  great  and  rapid,  i 
The  country  was  fast  filling  up,  money 
was  plenty,  property  of  all  kinds  was  \ 
saleable,   improvements    were     com^l 
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menced  on  a  large  scale*  and  e^qtecta- 
tion  of  future  prosperity  was  high  and 
strong.  Hence,  in  many  places,  minis- 
ters were  settled  whose  support  was 
pledged  by  the  people.  But,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  pecuniary  reverses  which 
succeeded,  in  almost  every  instance, 
those  ministers  have  been  compelled  to 
leave  their  people  for  want  of  support, 
or  to  rely  on  the  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety to  make  up  the  deficiency,  which 
has  from  year  to  year  increased.  This 
is  no  fault  of  the  churches.  They  made 
their  pledges  on  a  noble  scale  of  liberali- 
ty, in  view  of  their  ability,  present  and 
prospective,  in  1836  and  1837.  Since 
then,  an  entire  revolution  has  passed 
over  them.  Immigration  has  been 
greatly  diminished,  and  property  is  un- 
saleable. The  produce  of  their  farms, 
on  which  they  relied  for  means  to  sup- 
port their  families^  and  to  pay  for  their 
lands,  will  scarcely  defray  the  expense 
of  carrying  it  to  market  Just  at  this 
time,  their  lands  must  be  paid  for  or  re^ 
linquished,  and  the  pecuniary  pressure 
is'  severe,  and  the  prospect  dark.  This 
state  of  things,account8  for  the  increased 
number  of  applications  from  this  section, 
within  the  last  six  months.  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly happy  that  you  have  been 
able  to  grant  aid  in  all  these  cases  ;  for 
much,  very  much  depends  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  churches  pass  through 
this  crisis.  If  left  unaided,  they  mus^ 
reluctantly  give  up  the  means  of  grace, 
with  the  gloomy  prospect  of  remaining 
destitute,  they  know  not  how  long. 

^here  has  never  been  a  period,  since 
the  first  settlement  of  this  state,  when 
individuals  and  communities,  hitherto 
irreligious,  were  so  accessible  to  the  in- 
fluences of  religion  as  at  present  This 
is  the  very  time,  when  every  faithful 
minister  is  needed  at  his  post  A  cloud 
of  mercy  seems  to  be  gathering  over 
us.  The  way  of  the  Lord  seems  to  be 
preparing.  The  fields  are  white  and 
ready  for  thoiharvest  And  after  the 
missionary  has  borne  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  day,  in  preparing  the 
ground  and  sowing  the  seed,  and  th^ 
time  of  harvest  comes,  shall  the  harvest 
be  lost,  because  the  laborers  needed  to 
gather  the  precious  fruits  cauinot  be  sus- 
tained 1  In  several  of  the  churches  to 
which  you  have  extended  aid,  within 
the  last  few  months,  revivals  of  religion 
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iave  eammeiioed,  wtioh  will  dovbtleBs 
give  them  strength  for  fiUBtainiiiff  of 
themeelves  the  Gospel  Let,  ^n, 
the  friends  of  the  Home  Mis8i<mary 
cause  be  encouraged  to  persevere  in 
well  doing.  For  ^most  all  that  makes 
this  portion  of  our  land  te  difier  from  a 
moral  wilderness,  so  far  as  our  denomi- 
nation is  concerned,  we  are  indebted, 
under  God,  to  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society.  And  when  this 
land  has  become  like  the  garden  of  the 
Lord,  how  delightful  will  it  be  to  the 
friends  and  patrons  of  the  Home  Mis- 
'sicmary  cause,  to  reflect  on  the  influence 
they  were  permitted  to  exert  to  secure 
such  results." 

Wisconsin.  —  The  Rev. '  Stephen 
Peet,  of  Milwaukie,  has  rendered  im- 
portant service  to  the  missionary  cause 
in  this  territory,  the  last  two  years,  by 
the  voluntary  agency  which  he  has  per- 
formed in  its  behalf.  His  reports  have 
been  spread  out  before  the  churches, 
and  have  had  a  happy  influence,  in 
awakening  their  attention  to  the  import- 
ance of  occupying  with  evangelical 
institutions,  in  its  very  infancy,  a  portion 
'  of  the  land,  so  extensive  in  territory,  so 
fertile  in  soil,  so  inviting  in  climate, 
and  so  rapidly  filling  up  with  an  enter- 
prising and  intelligent  population. 

JVine  missionaries  have  been  in  com- 
mission within  this  territory,  during  the 
year.  As  the  result  of  their  counsels 
and  those  of  their  fellow  laborers, 
the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
churctMJs  have  been  happily  unite(^  in 
one  ecclesiastical  organization,  auspi- 
cious of  extensive  and  permanent  good 
to  the  interests  of  Zion.  The  number 
of  these  churches  in  the  territory  is 
24;  one  half  of  which  have  been  or- 
ganized during  the  year,  and  two  thirds 
of  which  have  enjoyed,  within  the  same 
p^iod,  revivals  of  religion  which  have 
resulted  in  the  hopeful  conversion  of 
five  hundred  souls.  The  call  from  these 
churches,  and  from  the  scattered  disci- 
ples where  no  churches  have  yet  been 
organized,  is  loud  and  importunate  for 
men — men  of  apostolic  temper,  who 
shall  count  not  their  own  lives  dear 
unto  them,  if  so  be  they  may  be  honored 
of  God,  in  covering  the  fairest  portions 
of  their  native  land  with  the  beauty  of 
holiness.  Are  there  none  of  this  cha- 
racter in  oui^  Theological  Seminaries,  or 


unoccupied  in  our  dder  statoSf  who  will 
respond  to  these  calls,  ^  Here  are  we, 
send  ue  V  And  is  tbere  no  silver  and 
gold,  yet  unconsecrated  to  God  and  his 
kingdom,  that  shall  be  pledged  for  thear 
support  1 

Imoa.^-'The  Rev.  Asa  Turneb,  of 
Denmark,  has  performed,  in  this  terri- 
tory, a  service  similar  to  that  of  Mr. 
Peet,  in  Wisconsin,  and  with  the  same 
happy  results.  The  soil,  the  climate, 
the  prairie,  the  grove,  the  navigable 
river»  the  meandering  stream  is  here 
alike  inviting  ;  and  multitudes  are 
crowding  in,  to  select  their  home  for 
this  life,  as  well  as  their  scene  of  pre- 
paration for  another.  Mormonism  is 
there  to  delude  them,  Popery  is  there 
to  ensnare  them.  Infidelity  is  there  to 
corrupt  and  debase  them.  And  Atheism 
is  there,  to  take  away  their  God  as  they 
go  on  to  the  grave,  and  to  blot  out  every 
ray  of  hope  that  may  beam  upon  them 
from  beyond  it  And  shall  not  chris^ 
tian  institutions  b^  planted  there  ? 
Ought  the  six  missionaries  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society  to 
be  left  there  to  labor  alone,  with  a  con- 
gregation d  at  least  a  thousand  added 
to  the  territory  every  month  1  Says 
one  of  the  missionaries,  as  he  looks  at 
the  foes  with  which  they  have  to  con- 
tend, **  there  is  an  imperious  necessity  of 
sending  on  here,  forthwith,  men  of 
strong  nerve  and  unwavering  faith. 
Ten  or  a  dozen  such  men,  in  addition  to 
what  we  have,  stationed  at  difSarent 
posts,  and  sustained,  so  that  they  could 
devote  themselves  wholly  to  their  work, 
would  exert  an  influence  which  time 
cannot  measure.  Do  the  conquerors  of 
this  world  keep  all  their  best  troops  in 
the  camp,  and  send  out  a  few  of  the 
weak  and  feeble  to  stand  in  the  breach, 
and  meet  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  ? 
It  is  not  so.  The  bravest  and  best  are 
selected.  And  will  our  great  Captain  be 
satisfied  with  us — ^wiU  he  hold  the 
American  churches  guiltless,  while  they 
send  so  few  and  so  feeble  men  to  oc- 
cupy these  perilous  outposts  ?  O,  that 
some  of  the  princes  in  ImmanuePd 
army  would  come  to  our  help !" 

CANADA  HOME  MISSIOKART   SOCIETY. 

Nirue  missionaries  have  been  in  com- 
mission, during  the  year  in  Lower  Ca^ 
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Boda.  Tbenf  labors  liave  been  higbly 
acceptable  to  the  churches*  and  in  some 
iimtances,  have  been  accompanied  with 
special  blessings  from  on  high.  The 
Rev.  A.  J.  Parkbr,  missionary  at  Ship- 
ton,  has  been  employed  a  portion  of  the 
year,  in  visiting  the  missionary  churches, 
and  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  stron- 
ger to  the  claims  of  their  more  needy 
and  dependent  brethren.  His  labors 
have  had  a  hs^py  influence  oa  the 
ehurches  visited,  and  have  resulted  in 
^ood  to  the  cause  of  missions  and  the 
lingdom  of  Christ 

The  hindrances  to  the  missionary 
work  in  this  field — ^the  necessity  and 
the  motives  for  its  enlargement,  are  pre- 
sented in  the  last  report  of  the  Society. 
**  We  cannot,"  they  say,  "  mcNre  deci- 
sively stigmatize  the  practice  of  war, 
than  by  stating,  that  the  disturbances  in 
this  Province  have,  fw  more  than  three 
years,  impeded  benevolent  enterprises, 
and  ike  lab(»^  of  missionary  societies 
and  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  to  a  | 
degree,  in  some  instances  ruinous,  and 
in  every  instance  deplwable.  And  long 
after  the  visible  contentions  have  ceasei^ 
the  devastating  influences  continue,  and 
tiie  ruins  long  remain,  as  after  a  confla- 
gration, slM>wing  the  greatness  of  the 
havoc,  and  illustrating,  by  the  contrast, 
the  former  degree  of  prosperity.    Hap- 

EUy,  those  portions  of  the  land  which 
ave  suffered  most  begin  to  recover, 
and  the  people  engage,  in  not  a  few  in- 
stances, with  a  fresh  and  praiseworthy 
zeal,  in  sustaining  the  means  of  grace 
where  they  are  enjoyed,  and  those  who 
are  destitute,  begin  to  realize  more 
deeply  their  need  of  the  Gospel  and  its 
ordinances." 

"  But  there  are  yet  numerous  town- 
ships and  setflements  that  have  no  re- 
gular gospel  ministry ;  there  are  others, 
which  are  visited  only  once  a  month  or 
once  a  quarter,  by  some  zealous  mis- 
sionary ;  and  others,  which  no  mis- 
sionary ever  visits,  which  do  not  even 
enjoy  the  labors  of  a  school-master,  and 
in  which,  therefore,  no  effort  of  any  kind 
is  put  forth  to  prevent  them  from  sink- 
ing into  a  state  of  the  grossest  dark- 
ness. After  all  that  has  been  done,  the 
destitution  of  the  country  has  not  been 
met,  nay,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that 
with  the  increased  number  of  emigrants 
expected,  that  destitution  will  be  grow- 


ing cm  oiu:  hands  instead  of  dkniaiah- 
ing.  Every  year  the  evil  is  increasing* 
The  neglected  settlements  sink  lower 
in  spiritual  ignorance  and  degeneracyy 
while  at  the  same  time  new  settiements 
are  constantly  springing  up  around 
them,  presenting  new  claims  upon  the 
resources  of  the  benevolent" 

SABBATH  SCHOOL   MISSIONARY  ASSOCIA- 
TIONS. 

The  ffenerous  and  grateful  co-opera- 
tion of  Siis  interesting  class  of  Auxilia- 
ries, of  which  we  have  made  menticix 
in  former  years,  has  been  continued 
during  the  last  "  The  Juvenile  MIf- 
sionary  Society,  connected  with  the 
First  Church  in  Brooklyn,"  N.  Y.,  has 
sustained  one  missionary  in  Illinois. 
"The  Murray-street  Church  Sabbath 
School  Missionary  Society,"  N.  Y.,  has 
paid  into  the  treasury  $225,  which  has 
been  appropriated  towards  the  support 
of  two  missionaries  in  Michigan,  one  in 
Indiana,  and  one  in  Northern  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  Territory.  And  "  The 
Sabbath  Scholars  Missionary  Associa- 
tion of  the  West  Presbyterian  Church," 
(Carmine-street,)  N.  Y.,  has  collected 
and  paid  into  the  treasury,  since  our 
last  report,  $200 — ^making  the  entire 
amount  appropriated  to  the  support  of 
two  missionaries,  one  in  Northern  Illi- 
nois, and  the  other  in  Michigan  ;  the 
latter  of  whom,  has  been  blessed  in  his 
labors  with  a  revival  of  religion,  re- 
markable for  its  extent  and  power.  In 
speaking  of  its  influence  upon  the  little 
colony  to  which  he  ministers,  he  says, 
"  I  look  at  the  heads  of  families  in  our 
village  and  for  some  distance  round, 
and  but  two  or  three  are  found,  who 
do  not  hope  in  a  Saviour's  mercy.  I 
look  among  our  young  people,  and  not 
one  is  left.  All,  we  trust,  are  sitting 
humble  penitents  at  the  feet  of  Jesus. 
I  look  into  the  Sabbath  school,  and  even 
here  a  number  hope  that  they  have  be- 
come the  children  of  the  Saviour.  I 
look  into  our  dwellings,  and  in  all,  with 
a  single  exception,  I  find  an  altar  erected 
to  the  living  God,  on  which  morning 
and  evening  incense  is  offered." 

NECESSITY  OF  ENLARGED  OPE- 
RATIONS. 

While  we  review  tiie  last  year  and 


Digitized  by  VjOQQIC 


40 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


June; 


the  three  preceding  years,  and  record, 
with  gratitude  and  praise,  the  good 
which  this  Society  has  accomplished,  in 
the  most  difficult  times  that  benevolent 
institutions  have  ever  passed  through ; 
while  we  rejoice  to  see  it  standing  firm 
in'  the  affections  of  the  church— its 
Auxiliaries  and  Agencies  in  vigorous 
and  harmonious  action,  and  a  prospect 
of  unbounded  usefulness  spread  out  be- 
fore it,  it  is  still  painful  to  reflect  that  it 
has  accomplished  so  little.  It  is  not 
enough,  that  it  has  held  its  own.  It  is 
not  enough,  that  the  receipts  of  the  last 
year  fall  but  little  short  of  the  largest 
amount,  which  has  ever  been  received, 
in  a  single  year,  from  the  contributions 
of  the  churches. 

The  work  to  be  done  has  no^,  during 
these  years  of  embarrassment,,  remained 
stationary.  The  rapid  increase  of  our 
home  population  has  enlarged  it  The 
continued  rush  of  immigration  from  the 
old  world  has  enlarged  it  The  very  re- 
verses of  worldly  prosperity,  which  have 
restricted  our  resources,  have  enlarged 
it  Inadequate,  therefore,  as  was  the 
scale  of  the  Society's  operations  to  the 
wants  of  the  country,  four  years  since, 
the  disproportion  is  now  vastly  greater. 
And  snail  another  and  another  year 
make  it  greater  still,  till  faith  herself, 
as  she  surveys  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  and  the  difficulties  with  which  it 
is  ejncompassed,  shall  exclaim,  If  the 
Lord  should  m^ke  windows  in  heaven 
could  such  a  thing  be  1  Or^  will  the 
friends  of  Christ,.' at  the  present  mo- 
ment,  more  favored  than  any  future  one 
can  be,  enter  upon  this  work  with  a 
vigor,  a  liberality,  and  a  perseverance 
commensurate  with  the  amazing  in- 
terests which  are  involved  in  ita  exe- 
cution ? 

MEN,  AND  THE  DUTY  OF  THE   CHTTRCHES 
IN  REGARD  TO  THEItf. 

The  providence  of  God  seems  now, 
in  a  special  manner^  to  be  directing  the 
rising  ministry  of  the  land  to  our  new 
settlements,  to  find  their  appropriate 
and  appointed  fields  of  labor.  There 
has  never  perhaps  been  a  time,  when 
our  older  states  were  so  well  supplied, 
and  when  so  few  churches,  that  are  of 
themselves  able  to  sustain  the  Gospel,  „ 
vere  holding  out  inducements  to  the| 


most  promising  of  the  youthfal  heralds 
of  the  cross,  to  settle  in  the  cities  and 
villages  of  the  eastern  and  middle 
states.  If  the  candidates  for  the  sacred 
office,  who  are  annually  leaving  our 
Theological  Institutions,  if  the  vigorous 
and  well  disciplined  of  those  who  are 
already  in  the  ministry,  and  who  are 
unoccupied  because  no  churches  have 
hired  them,  are  to  be  consecrated  wholly . 
and  uninterruptedly  to  the  business  of 
their  high  calling,  they  must  go  where 
the  work  is  to  be  done — where  the 
Master  hath  need  of  them — where  the 
harvest  is  plenteous  and  the  laborers 
few.  It  is  for  this  service  that  God  has 
raised  them  up,  and  if  it  be  not  per- 
formed, we  are  sure,  he  cannot  acquit 
them  as  faithful  stewards  of  his  mys- 
teries. And,  if  their  hearts  have  been 
touched  with  fire  from  his  altar,  and 
this  service  be  properly  presented  to 
them,  and  the  way  duly  prepared  for 
them  to  enter  upon  it,  we  are  sure,  it  is 
not  in  them  to  decline  it  The  Jirst  duty 
of  the  church  with  reference  to  these 
men  is,  to  lift  up,  without  ceasing,  the 
voice  of  her  supplication,  that  they  may 
receive  a  special  anointing  from  on  high 
— ^thatthey  may  be  such  ministers  as  the 
church  needs — such  as  our  new  settle- 
ments demand — such  as  our  nearness 
to  the  day  of  this  world's  redemption 
imperiously  calls  for ; — 'that  they  may  be 
men  who  will  go  out,  not  knowing — ^not 
caring  whither  they  go,  satisfied  that 
tiiey  go  at  God's  bidding,'^men  who  will 
joyfully  take  their  stations^  amidst  the 
privations  and  hardships  of  the  wilder- 
ness, to  preach  Christ  and  him  crucified, 
and  leave  them  not,  till  the  wilderness 
be  turned  into  the  garden  of  Grod,  or 
they  be  summoned  to  their  glorious  re- 
compense above.  The  rUsxt  duty  of  the 
church  with  reference  to  these  men  is, 
to  send  them  forth,  to  do  the  work  which 
God  has  given  her  to  do,  assuring  them 
that  the  workman  is  worthy  of  his  hire, 
and  that  in  due  time  he  shall  receive  it 
at  her  hands.  And  shall  the  cause  of 
Missions  at  Home  be  retarded, — shall 
it  fail  to  be  prosecuted,  on  the  scale 
which  the  dearest  interests  of  our  fel- 
low countrymen  and  the  honor  of  our 
God  and  Redeemer  demand,*-6hall  one 
laborer  the  less  be  sent  into  the  field, 
because  the  church  is  regardless  of  the 
voice  of  God,  when  he  calls  for  the 
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goods  which  he  has  entrusted  to  her 
care  ?  The  period,  in  which  it  is  our 
privilege  to  lahor  in  this  cause,  is  too 
precious,  to  be  suffered  to  pass  by,  with 
gold  and  silver  unconsecrated  to  Christ, 
laborers  standing  idle  in  the  market 
place,  and  the  people  perishing  for  lack 
of  vision.  It  has  been  said,  that  one 
generation  ought  to  give  the  Gospel  to 
,  the  globe.  If  so,  how  much  more  ought 
we,  of  this  generation,  to  make  our  own 
land  ImmanuePs  !  And  yet,  half  a  gene- 
ration have  gone  to  their  graves,  since 
this  Society  commenced  its  operations  ; 
and  how  small  a  portion  of  our  work  is 
done  !  Patriotism,  philanthropy,  the 
love  of  Christ,  the  perilous  condition  of 


unsanctified  millions — passing  rapidly 
beyond  our  reach,  and  riveting,  as  they 
pass,  the  manacles  of  the  second  death 
upon  millions  that  they  leave  behind 
them — and,  above  all,  a  solemn  regard 
to  that  day  when  we  must  give  account 
of^our  stewardship,  call  upon  us,  to  do 
with  our  might,  whatsoever  our  hands 
find  to  do.  Blessed  are  those  servants^ 
whom  their  Lord,  when  he  Cometh^  shall 
find  watching. 

In  behalf  of   the   Executive   CotOr 
mittee, 

Milton  Badges, 
Charles  Hall, 
Secretaries  far  Correspondence' 
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AT   THE   FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL   MEETING  OF   THE  A.   H.   M.   S. 


I 

ADDRESS  OF  MR.   SPAULDING. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report,  an  abstract  of 
which  has  now  been  read,  be  accepted,  and 
printed  under  the  direction  ofjihe  Executive 
Committee. 

On  presenting  the  above  resolution,  the 
Rev.  J.  SpAULDiNG,  from  Illinois,  remarked : 

Let  this  report  go  out  to  communicate  its 
facts,  and  lay  its  great  principles  on  the  con- 
science and  heart  of  the  nation,  and  an  echo 
will  come  back  that  will  make  the  church 
|[iad. 

Twelve  and  a  half  years  ago,  a  mission- 
ary with  his  companion  passed  over  the 
Alleghanies  with  the  view  of  finding  a  home, 
and  the  expectation  of  finding  a  grave,  some- 
where in  the  wide  West. 

They  paused  a  day  to  rest  on  the  banks  of 
the  beautiful  Ohio.  The  October  frosis  had 
just  turned  the  forest  foliage  into  gold.  The 
Indian  summer  was  just  spreadmg  out  its 
glorious  mantle.  The  past,  and  the  future, 
and  every  thing  around,  awakened  serious 
thoughts.  Before  them  was  the  Ohio,  and 
its  sentinel  hills,  just  as  God  made  them. 
The  home  of  their  youth  was  nearly  a 
thousand  miles  oE  A  new  home  was  to  be 
found;  new  acquaintances  formed j  new 
friendships  made ;  new  labors  performed ; 
new  scenes  passed  through.  With  what 
tenderness,  and  fervor,  and  faith,  that  hum- 
ble pair  knelt  in  the  chamber  of  the  tavern, 
and  commended  themselves  to  God,  another 
day  will  tell.  Another  day  will  reveal  the 
results  of  their  labors  in  the  field  where  this 
Society  has  scattered  its  richest  seed,  and  I 
gathered  its  richest  harvests^ 


Would  that  I  could  take  these  friends  of 
Home  Missions,  this  evening,  over  that  great 
field.  I  should  love  to  introduce  you  to  the 
venerable  elder,  who,  twelve  and  a  half  yeara 
ago,  took  the  newly  arrived  missionary  by 
the  hand,  and,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  said : 
"  God  has  heard  our  prayers,  and  sent  us  a 
minister." 

1  should  love  to  introduce  you  to  an  aged 
physician  and  his  sou — they  would  remuad 
you  of  Jacob  and  Josephi— both  of  whom 
were  wedded  to  infidelity,  till  the  missionary 
came,  preaching  pardon  and  peace  through 
Jesus  Christ. 

I  should  love  to  show  you  the  spot  where 
the  first  church  was  formed  in  one  of  the 
new  counties.  Do  you  see  that  house  on 
that  gentle  slope  ot  the  hill  1  That  is  the 
spot  where  the  congregation  sat  to  hear  the 
word  of  Ufe.  And  the  well?  There  the 
preacher  stood  and  told  the  thirsty  of  the 
water  of  life.  There  was  the  tabernacle,  the 
pillars  of  which  were  the  huge  beech  trees, 
and  its  covering  the  sky.  There  the  first 
Presbyterian  church  in  that  county  waa 
formed;  elders  were  elected  and  ordained; 
and  there  a  band  of  about  11  sat  down  with 
their  Lord  at  his  table. 

And  there  is  a  spot  m  a  neighboring  county 
of  scarcely  less  interest.  I  will  call  it  Shiloh^ 
for  there  the  tribes  were  wont  to  meet  foi 
worship  before  the  building  of  their  present 
temple  on  Mount  Moriah. 

The  church  at  Shiloh  was  made  of  logs, 
and  its  seats  were  rough  h^wn  slabs,  la 
this  humble  place  were  collected  followers 
of  Jesus  for  some  20  miles  around— met  to 
celebrate  his  dyUig  love. 


4* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


4S 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


Jane, 


Two  of  the  young  nen  of  that  neighbor- 
Bood,  and  present  on  that  occasion,  have 
since  passed  throMgh  a  regular  course  of 
study,  and  are  now  preaching  the  Gospel. 

Among  those  who  presented  themselves 
for  admission  to  the  church  and  its  ordinances 
on  that  occasion,  was  an  intelligent  Scotch- 
man. ••  Once,"  said  he,  "  I  was  a  member 
of  a  Seceder  church  in  Pennsylvania.  Ten 
years  ago  I  came  and  opened  a  farm  in  the 
Ohio  forest.  Here  I  have  seldom  heard 
preaching,  and  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
coming  to  the  table  of  our  Lord.  I  love 
bim,  and  his  doctrines ;  his  ordinances  and 
Mb  people,  i  am  hungry,  and  desire  once 
more  to  come  into  his  house  and  partake  of 
the  children's  bread."  On  being  asked 
•*  whether  in  public  and  social  worship  he 
could  sing  amy  but  the  old  version  of  the 
Psalms,"  he  replied,  with  the  warmth  of  a 
Scotchman's  heart :  "  Bless  your  soul,  I 
can  sing  any  thing  when  with  the  people  of 
God  I" 

From  Ohio  we  may  pass  mto  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, Missouri,  into  the  North  and  South  ; 
and  then,  with  the  Report,  trace  the  great 
thorpufihfares  and  traverse  the  empire  rivers 
of  the  West. 

From  particulars  we  may  pass  .to  general 
facts,  illustrating  the  power  and  blesstdness 
•f  the  Gospel;  and  showing  the  glorious 
results  of  the  efforts  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  God 
has  owned  its  labors.  The  Holy  Spirit  has 
descended  to  render  them  efficacious,  and 
angels  have  rejoiced  over  souls  renewed,  and 
sins  forgiven. 

Review  the  statements  of  the  report ;  80 
missionary  congregations  blessed  with  revi- 
vals vnthin  the  past  year;  3,285  hopefully 
born  into  the  kingdom  of  God— a  larger  num- 
ber than  crowds  the  Tabernacle  this  evening. 
So  many  just  commenced  the  song  that  shall 
never  end.  Moreover,  more  than  54,000 
taught  in  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  classes; 
and  more  than  64,600  enrolled  in  the  tem- 
perance army ! 

Look  at  these  facts ;  and  behold  the  pas- 
tures of  the  wilderness  dropping  fatness ;  the 
valleys  covered  over  with  corn;  the  little 
hills  rejoicing  on  every  side,  and  all  the  trees 
of  the  field  clapping  their  hands. 

Look  at  what  has  been  done,  and  lift  up 
the  heart  in  thanksgiving  to  God.  Look  at 
what  remains  to  be  done,  and  lift  up  the 
prayer  for  more  laborers  in  the  field. 

And  one  prayer  more— For  the  means? 
You  have  them  already.  For  the  heart  and 
the  hand  to  sustain  those  laborers.  Fifty 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS  abovc  the  rccelpts  of  the 
last  year  is  aU  the  Executive  Committee  ask. 
Shall  they  not  have  it7  Will  you  not  see 
that  they  have  it  7 

Then  the  epitaph,  said  to  have  been  en 
graved  on  the  tomb  stone  of  Atolus  of 
Rheims,  may  with  propriety  bo  written  on 
youts:— "He  exported  bis  fortune  before 
nim  into  heaven  by  his  charities,  and  he  has 
gone  thither  to  enjoy  it." 
Or,  what  is  infinitely  better,  you  may  hear 


from  the  lips  of  your  Saviour  and  Judge: 
"  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant; 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

ADDBESS  or  MB.  BACON. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bacon,  of  New-Haven, 
Conn.,  moved  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  great  work  to  be  ac^ 
complished  for  the  salvation  of  men  in  this 
land,  and  by  this  land,  imperiously  demands 
a  speedy  and  extensive  enlargement  of  Home 
Missionary  operations. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  in  substance  as  follows : 
I  feel  no  small  embarrassment  in  undertaking 
to  sustain  the  truth  embodied  in  this  resolu- 
tion, it  may  seem,  sir,  a  small  thing  to 
come  here  to  make  a  holiday  oration.  But 
when  I  think  of  the  vast  interests  that  ace 
involved  in  this  subject,  I  feel  under  a  great 
responsibility.  The  destinies  allotted  even  to 
individuals  are  great  and  important ;  how 
much  more  so,  those  of  nations ! 

The  history  of  the  world  turns  on  the  im- 
pressions given  to  it  by  a  people  or  a  nation. 
Ancient  Greece  has  impressed  her  arts,  her 
tastes,  her  habits,  her  mimif  upon  all  the 
world  down  to  this  hour ;  and  to  a  very  great 
extent  there  they  will  remain  impressed  untSl 
the  end  of  time,  to  in^uence  and  to  sway  the 
nations  of  the  world.  And  so  it  is  and  has 
been,  and  will  be,  with  conquered,  prostrate 
Rome— beautiful  even  in  her  ruins.  And  s» 
also,  was  assigned  the  same  kind  of  destiny, 
though  of  a  higher  order,  to  the  scattered 
nations  of  Israel.  The  law  of  the  Lord 
went  forth  from  Zion,  and  his  light  from 
Jerusalem  ;  and  it  was  destined  that  the  na- 
tion should  ^ive  forth  to  the  world  a  Saviour 
of  men,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  Thus, 
from  that  small  district,  influences  havegone 
forth  that  must  modiify  the  destiny  of  the 
human  race,  not  only  to  all  time,  but  also 
exert  an  influence  on  the  eternal  condition  of 
unnumbered  millions. 

And  there  are  two  nations  now  on  the  face- 
of  the  earth  that  are  destined  to  exert  an 
almost  boundless  influence  upon  the  rest  of 
the  world.  1  mean  England  and  the  United 
States. 

Look  at  Great  Britain,  spreading  her  em- 
pire over  the  world — over  continents  and 
islands  of  the  sea ;  she  whose  boast  it  is, 
that  upon  her  dominions  the  sun  never  sets — 
what  a  destiny  is  allotted  to  her.  How  she 
sends  forth  her  colonies,  and  a  strong  tide 
of  emigration  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the 
globe.  Npw,  in  all  her  movements  to  sus- 
tain her  march  of  empire,  her  first  dut^  is  to 
christianize  her  own  dominion.  That  is  her 
first  and  her  obvious  duty — to  send  out  mis- 
sions to  her  own  colonies^  and  thds  to  chris- 
tianize her  own  empire.  The  very  relations 
she  bears  to  her  dependencies,  her  wealth, 
her  facilities  of  influence,  demand  that  she 
should  give  every  subject  of  her  vast  do- 
minion the  opportimity  of  salvation.  And 
what  a  work  it  is.    Hew  might  h  enlist— 1 
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may  say,  how  might  it  exhatLst  all  the  ener- 
gies of  th^  people  of  God  in  the  British  em- 
pire to  carry  on  that  effort.  And  1  feel  bound 
to  say  that  if  they  were  to  confine  them- 
selves to  christieinizing  their  own  people, 
they  would  do  their  part  in  relation  to  the 
salvation  of  the  world. 

That  she  has  the  means  at  her  command, 
for  this  object,  if  they  were  only  brought 
into  requisition,  is  evident.  A  few  years  ago, 
I  was  travelling  with  a  minister  of  the 
church  of  Scotland ;  and  I  learned  a  fact  at 
which  I  was  completely  astonished.  It  was, 
that  at  that  moment,  there  were  supernu- 
merary clergy  in  Scotland  to  such  an  extent, 
that,  if  every  pastor,  and  the  incumbent  of 
every  parish,  from  Johnny  Groat's  House  i 
to  tHe  Land's  End  were  to  die  over  night,  all 
their  places  might  be  filled  in  the  mornmg. 
There  were  so  many  candidates,  educated  for 
the  ministry,  always  waiting  for  the  dead 
men's  shoes.  Let  Great  Britain  send  these 
men  forth  to  evangelize  her  colonies.  There 
would  be  ample  employment  for  them  all  in 
the  territories^  of  that  nation  whose  banner 
shines  in  every  clime  and  floats  on  every 
sea,  and  on  whose  soil  the  sun  doth  never 
set. 

And  I  would  have  the  American  people  to 
know  that  the  destiny  of  this  nation  is  a  no 
less  brilliant  and  important  one.  Its  duty 
is  to  christianize  the  land  from  the  moutn 
of  the  Oregon  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Its  missions  should  spread  over  every  part 
of  it,  its  missionaries  throng  -every  hill  and 
valley ;  until  the  school-house  and  the 
church  should  be  found  on  every  hill  top, 
side  by  side.  Such  is  the  duty  of  this  coun- 
try; and  such  I  would  see  accomplished. 
Then  would  the  world  see  a  sight, 

"  Such  as  earth  saw  never,  such 

As  heaven  looks  down  to  see." 

This  is  our  mission  and  destiny,  a  mission 
and  a  destiny  more  august  than  any  pos- 
sessed by  the  ancient  republics  of  Greece 
and  Rome— to  make  this  land  the  light  of 
the  world— a  fountain  of  light  eternally 
streaming  forth  to  enlighten  all  the  lands  of 
the  earth;  while  our  own  walls  should  be- 
come salvation  and  our  gates  praise. 

And  now  the  question  is,  are  we  awake 
as  we  ought  to  be  to  the  importance  of  ful- 
filling this  destiny  allotted  to  us  l  That  it  is 
our  destiny  no  one  doubts.  We  know  it  as 
clearly  as  if  a  voice  had  spoken  it  from 
Sinai;  as  clearly  as  though  a  ministering 
angel  had  come  to  tell  us  what  we  had  to 
io.  We  all  see  it — we  all  know  it.  There 
is  not  a  heart  that  does  not  feel  the  \Tuih  of 
thi3,  and  recognises  it  as  the  legitimate 
destny  of  the  American  people. 

Lei  us,  \hen,  do  our  part  m  christianizing 
mankind,  by  christianizmg  our  country ;  and 
our  voiog  shall  go  forth  to  the  world  trumpet- 
tongued,  as  it  has  ever  since  the  dis- 
covery of  *.his  country  by  Columbus.  Every 
revolution  and  change  here,  has  had  its 
.  after-clap  upon  the  Eastern  continent.  It 
has  been  so  with  every  political  and  com- 


mercial movement,  and  it  will  be  so  with 
every  religious  one.  Like  the  reverberation 
which  follows  the  discharge  of  the  electric 
fluid  ;  the  thunder  that  breaks  from  one 
cloud  is  answered  by  the  echo  from  another. 
So  the  revolution  here,  in  its  after-clap, 
shook  down  thrones  in  the  old  world,  and 
changed  the  destinies  of  kings  and  empires ; 
and  its  effects  are  only  just  beginning  to  be 
felt  now.  Kings  know  this,  and  princes 
know  this.  Every  change  here  has  a  cor- 
responding change  in  the  old  world. 

Are  we  then  awake  to  all  this  7  Do  we 
indeed  know  it  1  And  if  so,  shall  we  be 
traitors  to  the  high  destiny  allotted  us  for 
the  redemption  of  the  world,  for  which 
Christ  died  1  For  this  reason,  I  would  re- 
spond to  the  demand  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, that  they  may  advance  and  extend 
their  operations  all  over  this  country. 

The  report  says  that  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  face  of  recent  embarraaa- 
ments.  The  Committee  have  done  well 
with  what  they  had  entrusted  to  them ;  but 
have  the  churches  done  well  with  what  has 
been  entrusted  to  them?  Let  us  go  back 
to  the  collapse  of  1837.  Just  before  this, 
there  was  a  demand  for  men  to  go  forth  in 
behalf  of  the  churches  and  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions, and  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  all  the 
world.  This  demand  was  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged in  every  workshop,  field,  and  farm, 
and  there  was  a  corresponding  feeling 
throughout  the  land;  there  was  a  waking 
up  of  mterest  in  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  the 
church,  and  the  inquiry  was,  "what 'wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  Then  came  the 
shock.  And  some  20,  ay  30,  and  40  men 
who  had  devoted  themselves  to  the  cause  of 
missions  in  Pagan  lands,  and  to  the  conver- 
sion of  the  heathen,  at  the  solicitation  of  a 
single  Board,  were  told  "  we  cannot  send  you 
out  as  yet;"  and  again,  they  were  told, 
"  You  must  wait  longer,  we  cannot  send  you 
out  yet;"  and  finally  they  were  told  "We 
cannot  send  you  out  at  all." 

This  institution  felt  the  same  shock.  The 
churches  were  embarrassed  and  perplexed, 
and  knew  not  how  to  go  on.  The  Com- 
mittee did  well,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
prevent  entire  bankruptcy;  but  the  churcnes 
needed  more  aid ;  and  more  of  them  needed 
it  than  ever.  And  then  was  heard  the  loud 
cry  of  distress  from  the  West,  that  the  mis- 
sionary was  suffering  and  must  have  help. 
And  the  result  of  this  was,  that  in  the  seats 
of  learning  the  feeling  waxed  cold,  and  the 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  devotedness  to  mis- 
sions waned  amongst  them ;  and  the  ques- 
tion arose  in  the  heart  of  many  a  one  look- 
ing forward  to  the  sacred  office— not,  "What 
can  1  do  for  Christ  7"  But  "  Where  shall  I 
get  a  settlement  ?    How  shall  I  live  V* 

What  then  could  be  expected  but  languor 
and  coldness  in  the  heart  of  the  churcnes, 
and  fears  th^Tt  the  ministry  would  grow 
secular  7  What  could  we  expect  under  such 
circumstances,  but  that  the  churches  would 
be  crowded  in  upon  by  a  superfluous  num- 
ber of  ministers ;  until  here}  as  in  Scotland} 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


44 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


Junet 


for  every  one  that  has  a  parish,  or  a  con- 
gregation, there  is  one  waiting  to  step  into 
the  dead  man's  shoes'? 

This  cannot  be  if  the  cause  of  Christ  is  to 
flourish.  Religion  could  not  but  ianeuish; 
she  would  lie  down  and  perish  beside  her 
own  altar.  No,  sir.  There  must  be  a 
waking  up  to  the  responsibilities  that  rest 
upon  this  great  nation.  A  revival,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  must  take  place.  The 
word  will  be,  that  '*  the  banner  of  the  Cross 
must  go  on,"  over  the  whole  land,  over  every 
river,  and  mountain,  and  plain,  and  hamlet, 
from  conquering,  to  conquer?  and  other  ter- 
ritories be  subdued  by  the  Gospel,  and  new 
names  in  geography  be  enrolled  on  the  ban- 
ner of  Jehovah  and  his  religion.  Already  we 
have  Wisconsin  and  Iowa—names  that 
might  make  Q,uintilian  stare.  And  we 
shall  add  to  these  "Dacota"  and  "Oregon," 
and  others  far  more  strange  in  sound^  from 
far  over  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  time  has  now  arrived,  my  friends, 
when  we  warU  sometking  more  than  politics, 
w  a  poliHcat  change^  to  save  us.  When  1 
heard  my  brother  who  has  just  spoken,  de- 
scribe the  .church  in  the  western  country 
built  of  logs,  I  thought  to  myself  those  are 
the  only  log  cabins  that  can  save  the  nation  I 
And  wherever  the  people  worship  God,  whe- 
ther under  the  broad  shade  of  the  beecben 
trees,  or  enclosed  with  logs,  or  within  a  tem- 
ple like  this,  there  is  the  refuge  for  the  stran- 
ger—there  is  the  house  of  God,  and  none 
other  than  the  gate  of  Heaven— and  there  is 
the  hope  of  our  Israel  found. 

There  never  was  so  deep  and  universal  an 
impression  in  the  public  mind  as  now,  that 
j}olitics  are  not  a  safe-guard  from  sin,  or  an 
adequate  hope  for  the  people;  and  that  both 
are  only  to  be  found  in  the  kind  protection 
and  loving  kindness  of  God  our  Father. 

God  has  lately  spoken  to  this  nation.  I 
have  thought  of  the  language  of  the  prophet^ 
"In  the  year  that  King  IJzziah  died,  I  saw 
the  Lord  silting  on  a  throne,  high  and  lifted 
up."  So  this  year,  having  met  with  a  great 
national  bereavement,  the  people  are  ready 
to  acknowledge  the  hand  of  God  and  their 
dependence  on  him — to  see  the  "  Lord,"  and 
to  regard  his  supremacy— "high  and  lifted 
up"— and  no  longer  to  rely  on  political 
changes  and  convulsions,  but  on  his  power, 
erace,  and  love,  to  defend  us.  Our  confi- 
dence must  be  in  these ;  and  in  the  institu-  i 
tions  of  Christianity ;  and  in  the  institutions 
of  the  Bible ;  and  the  preaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ ;  and  the  Sabbath  schools ;  and 
ill  those  influences  which  make  a  christian 
people ;  for  it  is  these,  and  not  armies  or  na- 
vies, nor  the  boasted  wisdom  of  rulers,  nor 
violent  political  changes  or  excitement  that 
can  save  our  country. 

We  talk  of  wanting  $50,000  more  than 
last  year.  Suppose  that  for  ^he  lack  of  that 
«um,  to  bind  us  all  in  one  common  faith  and 
©ne  common  hope  in  God,  by  the  strong  ties 
of  religion,  the  nation  by  and  by  is  con- 
▼nlsed  with  the  violence  of  war.  How  long 
rrwM  #50,000  last  in  support  of  civil  war  7 


How  far  would  it  go  towards  suppressing  a 
single  insurrection  7  And  yet  how  cheerfully 
the  most  enormous  sums  would  be  paid, 
without  grudging,  in  support  of  such  things! 
Yet  hoyf  large  a  sum  does  it  appear,  when 
required  for  the  service  of  the  Lord  1  How 
much,  let  me  ask,  would  it  cost  to  navieate 
a  single  ship  of  war?  How  much  would  it 
cost  to  send  her  on  a  cruise?  Why  the 
850,000  or  the  »150,000  which  ithis  Society 
needs,  would  be  but  a  drop  in  the  buck- 
et. And  yet,  employing  the  $150,000  as 
we  propose,  is  the  very  way  to  save  armies 
and  navies  and  munitions  of  war,and  millions 
of  blood  and  treasure  to  the  country.  The 
influences  of  this  Society,  if  poured  on  the  na- 
tional legislature  for  a  single  session,  would 
save  that  amount  a  hundred  times  over.  For 
there  is  no  way  in  which  money  can  be  ex- 
pended which  will  tell  so  efTectually,  as  in 
expending  it  for  such  purposes  as  these:  to 
extend  God's  kingdom,  and  to  secure  peace 
on  earth,  righteousness  and  good  will  among 
menl 

The  foregoing  sketch  is  made  from  brief 
notes,  and  presents  but  an  unperfect  outline 
of  the  eloquent  remarks  of  Mr.  Bacon. 

ADDRESS  OF  DB.  FATTOK. 

Rev.  Dr.  Patton,  of  New- York,  presented 
the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  there  is  demanded  m  be- 
half of  the  church  and  the  ministry,  united 
and  fervent  prayer  for  the  outpouring  of  the 
Divine  Spirit;  that  not  only  this  land,  byl 
the  entire  globe  may  be  speedily  subjugated 
to  Christ. 

Dr.  P.  remarked : 

The  object  contemplated  in  this  resolution, 
is  one  of  noble  grandeur.  It  is  the  subjuga- 
tion of  this  entire  globe  to  the  dominion  of 
Jesus  Christ.  1 1  seizes  upon  the  most  spirit- 
stirring  motive  to  arouse  and  engross  the 
affections,  to  marshal  and  render  theia 
tributary  to  the  church  of  Grod. 

It  is  a  matter  for  devout  thanksgiving 
that  the  human  mind  is  becoming  familiar 
with  the  amplitude  of  the  work  to  be  done. 
There  is  scarcely  any  institution  for  benevo- 
lent action,  that  proposes  to  itself  a  field  less 
extended  than  "  the  world."  If  the  Bible  is 
to  be  circulated,  it  is  that  every  family  may 
possess  this  inestimable  treasure.  If  the 
religious  tract  is  to  be  distributed,  it  is  that 
ultimately  these  messengers  of  mercy  majj 
with  regularity  and  certainly,  be  carried  io 
every  human  bein^.  If  the  Foreign  ]Kis- 
sionarv  is  commissioned,  it  is  that  He  niay 
kindle  heavenly  fires  on  sacred  alttirs  vhere- 
ever  man  is  found.  And  when  the  Home 
Missionary  Society  beholds  with  intense 
interest,  the  desolations  of  our  own  land, 
and  aims,  with  a  holy  purpose  and  a  steady 
heart  to  supply  all  the  waste  places — even 
in  this,  it  looks  out  upon  the  deep  necessities 
of  a  perishing  world.   As  it  is  by  the  strong 
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and  healthful  pulsations  of  the  heart,  that 
the  life-stream  flows  vigorously  to  the  ex- 
tremities ;  so  are  all  the  plans  which  con- 
template the  spiritual  good  of  the  heathen, 
dependent  on  the  state  of  religion  at  home. 
Unless  piety  be  ardent  and  devoted  here^  in 
vain  shall  the  cries  of  the  heathen  break 
upon  our  ears.  No  one  will  go  to  their  re- 
lief, and  no  means  will  be  furnished  to  carry 
forward  the  operations  of  redeeming  love. 
There  are  home  fires  that  must  be  kept 
brightly  buminsf  with  a  steady  flame,  or  no 
impression  will  be  made  on  the  massive 
darkness  which  enshrouds  the  globe. 

Dr.  P.  proceeded  to  remark— that  it  was  a 
subject  of  congratulation  that  men  begin  to 
think  of  the  i0or/d— that  they  have  become 
so  fomiliar  with  its  claims,  as  a  subject  of 
christian  effort^  aS  tb  admit  the  practicability 
of  its  conversion,  and  seriously  to  attempt 
it  without  delay.  This,  he  continued,  is 
coming  up  to  the  amplitude  of  the  divine 
arrangements — this  is  entering  into  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  who  tasted  death  tor  every  man, 
and  whose  commission  includes  in  its  com- 
prehensive mandate, "  every  creature."  O  it 
18  refreshing,  on  these  high  days,  to  come 
forth  from  our  narrower  stations,  and  to 
stand  upon  the  lofty  places  of  Zion,  and 
look  abroad  upon  the  vastness  of  the  field ! 
Familiarity  with  the  ennobling  grandeur  of 
the  object,  imparts  expansion  to  the  soul ; 
while  confidence  in  the  promises  and  ex- 
haustless  resources  of  God,  should  inspire  a 
noble  daring  and  magnanimous  self  denial. 

The  speaker  adverted  to  the  language  of 
the  resolution,  in  which  the  means  oT  ac* 
compUshing  the  world's  conversion  is  said 
to  he  fervent  proycr— the  simplicity  of 
prayer.  It  is  this  which  connects  all  the 
moral  machinery  on  the  earth,  with  the 
agency  which  alone  can  give  it  life  and  effi- 
cacy. The  testimony  of  the  Bible  to  the 
value  and  necessity  of  prayer,  is  full  and 
explicit.  It  tells  us  that  every  agency  that 
prayer  has  sanctified  is  mighty  and  must 
prevail.  When  Abraham  stood  before  God 
and  interceded  for  Sodom,  the  divine  wrath 
waited,  patiently  waited,  till  he  was  done 
pleading — as  though  the  clouds  could  not 
pour  out  their  liquid  fire^  until  prayer  was 
ended.  The  Bible  tells  of  battles  won ;  of  the 
heavens  shut  and  opened ;  the  sick  recovered ; 
the  dead  restored ;  and  of  many  wonders 
wrought  by  theagency  of  prayer.  It  reaches 
far  into  the  future,  and  foretells  triumphs  of 
prayer  yet  to  be  won :  **  My  house  shall  be 
called  the  house  of  prayer  for  all  people."  "  O 
thou  that  hearest  prayer,  unto  tnee  shall  all 
flesh  come."  "  From  the  rising  of  the  sun 
even  to  the  going  down  of  the  same,  my 
name  shall  be  great  among  the  Gentiles ; 
and  on  every  place,  incense  (prayer)  shall 
be  oflered  unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offer- 
ing." The  interest  awakened,  shall  be  deep 
and  thrilling.  "  It  shall  come  to  pass  that 
there  shall  come  people  and  inhabitants  of 
many  cities,  and  the  mhabitants  of  one  city 
shall  go  to  another,  saying,  let  us  go  speedily 
to  pray  before  the  Lord,  and  to  seek  the 


Lord  of  Hosts,"  dbc.  &e.  This  shall  not  be 
an  occasional  and  impulsive  measure;  but 
shall  become  the  regular  and  continued 
movement.  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
that  from  one  new  moon  to  another,  ana 
from  one  Sabbath  to  another,  shall  all  flesh 
come  to  worship  before  me,  saith  the  Lord." 
The  Bible  speaks  of  the  angel  who  shall 
stand  before  the  altar,  whose  work  it  is  t» 
offer  the  prayers  of  the  saints— that  when 
these  prayers  are  presented  with  the  columa 
of  incense,  then  he  shall  take  fire  from 
off  the  altar  and  cast  it  upon  the  earth  '^and 
there  shall  be  voices  and  thunderings  and 
lightnings,  and  an  earthquake."  O  it  is 
prayer— it  is  prayer,  that  shall  yet  shake  and 
upheave  the  deep  foundations  of  the  earth ! 
Nor  should  the  saints  be  alarmed  when  they 
behold  strange  and  violent  comniotions 
among  the  nations— one  dashing  against 
another — for  it  is  thus  that  the  accumulated 
pravers  of  all  the  saints  are  answered.  It 
IS  thus,  that  God  will  overturn,  and  over- 
turn, until,  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every 
knee  shall  bow.  "  The  nation  and  kingdom 
that  will  not  serve  thee  shall  perish;  yeSi 
those  nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted." 

Of  all  human  agencies,  none  takes  so 
commanding  a  position  as  prayer.  The  hit- 
tory  of  this  world,  as  it  is  written  by  the 
pen  of  inspiration,  is  the  history  of  prayer. 
For  this  is  the  power  that  moves  heaven. 
Yet  it  is  the  power  which  may  be  wielded 
b]r  the  humblest  and  obscurest  saint.  It 
will  doubtless  be  found  in  the  great  day,  that 
many  a  popular  and  prominent  man  will  be 
set  aside ;  whilst  the  retired,  but  pleading  dis- 
ciple, will  be  brought  forth  to  great  honor, 
as  havinff  alone,  in  her  closet,  wrestled  with 
the  angel  and  prevailed — 

"  Whose  silent  prayers  and  labors  Heaven  employs 
To  do  the  good,  while-others  make  the  noise." 

Dr.  P.  next  adverted  to  several  particulars, 
for  which  intercessory  prayer  is  greatly 
needed. 

Pirstf  for  the  wider  extension  of  bevivals 
or  BELioiON.  A  kind  of  public  sentiment 
in  favor  of  serious  things  must  be  produced, 
or  the  lack  of  moral  courage  will  prevent 
men  from  attending  to  the  soul.  Kevivals 
must  become  more  frequent  and  powerful — 
thousands  must  be  brought  in  where  hun^ 
dreds  now  are,  or  there  will  be  no  advance 
on  the  kingdom  of  darkness.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  hereditary  piety ;  the  children 
of  the  pious  need  conversion  as  well  as 
others.  It  is  only  by  conversions  that  the 
places  of  the  departed  can  be  supplied,  and 
an  increase  of  members  secured.  Rich  and 
blessed  as  have  been  the  revivals  of  past 
years,  they  have  scarcely  made  any  impres- 
sion on  the  great  mass  of  the  ungodly. 
They  have^  asyet^  put  an  end  to  no  one  form 
qf  iniquity.  They  must  be  increased  many 
thousand  fold.  Revivals  are  needed  for  the 
elevation  of  piety— the  enlistment  of  per- 
sonal services-r-ihe  increase  of  benevolent 
action— and  for  giving  right  views  of  many 
topics  which  need  to  be  seen  through  a  more 
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spiritual  medium.  Your  Report,  Mr.  Presi-  | 
CMOt,  tells  of  3,285  hopeAil  converts  brought 
into  the  ehurches  under  your  patronage 
during  the  year  past.  Could  vou  send  out 
your  mandate  and  assemble  them  all  here 
to-night— could  we  see  the  hundreds  from 
Illinois  thronging  into  yonder  gallery — the 
other  bundr^s  from  Wisconsm  in  these 
seats  on  the  left — and  those  in  the  centre 
filled  from  Ohio  and  Indiana,  until  this  whole 
edifice  was  crowded  with  the  results  of  your 
labors ;  and  you  should  see  the  feelings  of 
grateful  joy,  sparkling  from  their  eyes — and 
remember  that  all  these  are  the  fruit  of  but 
one  year's  blessing  on  the  labors  of  your 
Society ;  we  shoula  see  an  illustration  of  the 
preciousness  and  the  need  of  revivals.  None 
expect  revivals  without  prayer.  O  then, 
let  prayer  ascend  in  mighty  columns,  for  en- 
larged and  powerful  revivals,  until  the 
"plowman  shall  overtake  the  reapers,"  and 
nations  shall  be  born  in  a  day. 

Second— for  the  right  kind  op  ministers. 
This  topic  of  prayer  is  specified  by  Christ : 
**Prav  ye,  therefore,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest, 
that  he  will  send  forth  laborers."  None 
question  the  need  of  more  ministers.  The 
feet,  that  a  few — everlasting  candidates, 
shall  I  call  them  7-— hang  around  every  va- 
cancy in  the  older  states,  does  not  disprove 
it.  There  are  many  and  important  places  to 
be  supplied,  but  these  men  do  not  go  to  them. 
They,  unfortunately,  are  unfitted  for  the 
work,  or  for  some  other  reason,  either  of 
mind  or  of  heart,  of  debt  or  of  matrimony, 
are  detained  among  the  green  fields  of  New- 
England,  and  are  not  found  among  the  rough 
places  of  the  West..  In  illustration  of  the 
qualifications  of  the  ministry  needed,  Dr.  P. 
cited  the  devotion  of  the  followers  of  Abu 
Thaher,  the  chief  of  the  Carmithians.  Being 
called  upon  by  the  opposing  general  to  sur- 
render, this  chieftain  asked  the  messen- 
ger, "How  many  men  has  your  general^" 
•'Thirty  thousand,"  replied  the  oflicer, 
"  Among  them  all,  has  he  three  like  mine?" 
Then  ordering  them  to  approach,  be  com- 
manded one  to  stab  himself,  another  to 
ihrow  himself  from  the  precipice,  and  a  third 
to  plunge  into  the  Tigris.  All  three  instantly 
obeyed  and  perished.  Then,  turning  to  the 
ofilcer,  he  said :  "  He  who  has  such  troops, 
need  not  regard  the  number  of  his  enemies." 
And  shall  the  followers  of  the  blessed  Saviour 
count  their  lives  dear  unto  them,  or  permit 
their  coward  selfishness  to  chill  the  ardor  of 
their  devotion  to  Him  1  No — no— never  ! 

The  third  particular  for  which  prayer  is 
needed,  is  that  Christians  may  be  secured 
AGAINST  THE  TRIALS  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed. The  speaker  here  alluded  to  the 
temptations  of  worldliness  at  the  present 
day,  as  a  severer  test  of  piety,  than  even  the 
persecutions  of  the  early  ages.  Many  a 
man  could  cheerfully  go  to  the  stake  rather 
than  formally  deny  Christ,  who  yet  virtually 
does  it  in  practice  every  daji.  Satan  has 
changed  his  policy.  Persecution  he  found 
to  be  a  losing  game ;  its  fires  were  the  light- 
houses that  illumined  the  track  of  the  churob 


in  her  path  of  conquest.  Had  the  devil  con» 
tinned  the  work  of  persecution,  he  would,  lone 
ere  this,  have  burnt  himself  out  of  this  world^ 
and  left  this  globe,  a  glowing  emblem  of  the 
intense  splendor  and  pow^  of  uue  religion. 
Percdving  how  it  worked,  he  wanly  changed 
the  plan  of  his  attack,  and  instead  of  load- 
ing the  christian  cause  with  ignominy  and 
sufiering,  he  poured  in  peace  and  prosperity, 
and  threw  around  ic  the  pomp  and  splendor 
of  the  court.  He  gave  the  church  great 
favor  with  the  ^nperors,  and  from  the  time 
that  Constantine  became  a  patron  of  the 
true  religion,  its  power  began  to  decline,  and 
soon  there  settled  down  upon  the  world  the 
deep,  long  night  of  the  dark  ages.  Since 
then,  every  time  that  persecution  has  un- 
sheathed  her  sword,  the  cause  of  Christ  has 
moved  forward  with  grandeur  and  with 
strength.  Emphatically,  the  periods  of  her 
sufienng  have  been  the  periods  of  her  great- 
est triumphs;  whilst  the  times  of  her  worldly 
prosperity  have  been  the  seasons  of  her 
coldness  and  infidelity.  What  now  holds 
the  church  in  such  inaction  1  What  now 
holds  it  in  such  open  rebellion  against 
the  acknowledged  will  of  her  Lord? 
Why  is  it,  that  with  such  wealth  and  such  , 
numbers,  so  large  a  portion  of  our  own  land 
is  still  destitute  of  the  Gospel  1  What  steahi 
away  the  church's  strength  1  O,  it  is  the 
spirit  of  worldliness,  >vhich  has  entered  the 
house  of  our  God,  and  now  makes  the  dis- 
ciples *of  Christ  false  to  their  master.  The 
observing  John  Wesley  once  said,  that  he 
had  known  but  four  men,  whose  vpiety 
had  not  declined  through  their  becoming 
rich.  Later  in  life,  his  experience  had  taught 
him  to  declare,  that  he  knew  not  one^  whose 
piety  had  not  been  injured  by  the  blighting 
infiuence  of  wealth.  Not  that  wealth  is  a 
talent  which  may  not  be  so  used,  as  to  pro- 
mote spirituality  and  growth  hi  grace;  but^ 
that  it  18  held  back  from  its  legitimate  use. 
O,  it  is  the  subtle,  poisonous  spirit  of  the 
world,  which  is  now  withering  the  mighty 
powers  of  the  church  of  God !  It  throws 
abroad  its  fascinations;  under  the  semblance 
of  refinement,  it  pleads  with  the  frank-heart- 
ed Christian ;  in  an  evil  hour  he  listens  to  it& 
syren  voice;  it  fastengl  upon  his  heart— and 
then,  farewell  spirituality— farewell,  every 
feeling  of  high  devotion— the  gold  nas  be- 
come dim,  the  most  fine  gold  changed! 
Much  and  ardent  prayer  is  needed,  when. 
Christians  are  surrounded  by  such  tempta- 
tions. I  know  not  that  this  kind  can  ever 
be  driven  out,  but* by  prayer  and  fasting. 
Then  let  there  be  prayer,  and  let  there  be 
fasting — if  needs  be,  fasting  for  forty  days. 
It  mustf  O,  this  demon  must  be  expelled. 
The  interests  of  a  bleeding  Savior,  the  cries 
and  agonies  of  a  ruined  world  demand  it ! 
Let  us  then  gather  round  our  home  altars] 
let  us  build  them  up  where  they  are  not  now 
erected;  let  us  kindle  on  them  holy  fires; 
let  there  go  up  from  them  all,  mighty  columns 
of  incence,  that  shall  plead  with  God  to  keep 
us  all  from  the  world,  and  to  make  ua  to  livt 
for  Christ  and  Christ  alonb. 
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AppoinimentB  hf  ike  Executive  CommiUee  qf  the  A.  H»  M.  S.,  from  April  X$t  to 

May  let,  1841. 


Re-appoitiie«L 
Her.  L.  Mni«,  Stafford,  N.  Y. 
AeT.  M.  Doolialo,  Otto  and  Rutledge,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  E.  Wilson,  Hammondsport,  N.  Y. 
Aev.  S.  Aeseions,  Allen  Center,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  West,  Walworth,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  P.  Field,  Oriskany  Falls,  N.  Yv 
Rev.  G.  W.  Lane,  Chapinsville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  A.  Avery,  Edinboro*,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  H.  B.  Fierpont,  West  Avon,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  £«  G.  Howe,  Libertyville,  &c.,  lU. 
Rev.  Geo  Hornell,  White  Lake,  Mich. 
Rev.  Reuben  Gaylord,  Danville,  Iowa. 
Rev.  F.  R.  Gray,  New-Providence,  Mo. 
Rev.  Thos.  Eustace,  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 
Rev.  Wm.  Graves,  Anderson  Co.,  &c,  Tenn. 
Rev.  Josiab  Porter,  Waynesville,  lU. 
Rev.  J.  L.  Frary,  Apple  Cr.  and  BrazeaO  ch.,  Mo. 
Rev.  E.  Adams,  Br-unswick,  O. 
Rev.  S.  Baker,  to  go  to  Wisconsin. 
Rev.  James  M.  Sayre,  Rondout,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  G.  C.  Wood,  Winchester,  UK 
Rev.  T.  J.  Haswell.  Chester  and  Pottersvil^e,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Stephen  Cook,  Peru,  N.  Y. 
Rov.  Lucien  Farnum,  Hadley  and  Hiekory  Creek, 
111. 


Rev.  Robert  Blake,  Bunker  Hill,  HL 
Rev.  Phinehas  Camp,  Constantia,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  C.  B.  Pond,  WoodviUe,  N.  Y. 

Not  in.  commtBtUm  la$t  year* 
Rev.  Seth  Stanley,  Perrinton,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Henry  Chapin,  Lewiston,  N.  Y. 
Rev.R.TwitcheU,New-Hud8onand  Ruahford.K.  Y. 
Rev.  Isaac  Crabb,  Mecklenburg,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.^.  Whipple,  to  |^o  to  Iowa. 
Rev.  R.  G.  Armstrong,  Agent  in  E*  New- York* 
Rev.  J.  A.  Carnaban,  l^yton.  End. 
Rev.  Saul  A.  Williams,  Welch  chhs.,  Salem  and 

Newport,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Wells  Wolcott,  Stow's  Square,  N.  Y. 

Rev, Rechenberg,  German  ch.,  Sj^acuse,  N.Y. 

Rev.  A.  La  Favor,  South  New-Berlin,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  Dyke,  Unitia,  Hackberry  and  Pleasant  chh8«, 

Tenn. 

Rev. Mead,  Great  Valley,  1*.  Y. 

Rev.  Joseph  Reiger,  German  ch.,  Madison,  Co,,  Bl. 

Rev. Tiffany,  Vernon,  Posey  Co.,  Ind^ 

Rev.  Chas.  Spooner,  Jay  and  W  ilmington,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  B.  Dolbear,  Big  Mill  Creek,  O. 


The  Treasvrer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  tJie  following  tvm$t 
as  reported  by  Auxiliaries,  or  received  into  the  treasury,  from  April  ist  to  May  Ist,  1841* 
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Missionary  Society, 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Missionary  Society,  4,918  99 

Keene,  Legacy  of  the  late  Miss  Susan 
Woodward,  by  E.  Briggs,  Ex'n,  toconst. 
Josiah  Woodward,  Edmund  Wood- 
ward, and  Alden  Woodward,  Life 
Members,  90;  Legacy  of  the  late  Amos 
Blake,  by  W.  Dunsmore,  Ex'r.,  50,  140  00 

VERMONT— 

Missionary  Society,  4,346  88 

MASSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary  Society,  11,574  31 

do.  by  B.  Perkins'  Ass't  Tr.,  464  34 

Chesterfield,  Cong.  Soc.,  by  Rev.  I.  G. 
Rose  in  full,  to  const.  Mrs.  Percey 
Rose  a  L.  M. 

Cummington,  Mrs.  Anna  Briggs, 

Crranby,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,  by  Rev.  J. 
Bates, 

Hadley,  Ladies'  H.  M.  S.,  Miss  Emily 
Ward.  Trees.,  to  const.  Mrs.  Parsons 
West,  Mrs.  Elijah  Dickinson,  and  Miss 
Maria  Bell,  Life  Members, 

Hampshire,  Miss.  Society,  by  E.  Wil- 
liams, Tr., 
RHODE  ISLAND— 

Missonary  Society, 
CONNECTICUT— 

Missionary  Society,  3,244  78 

Columbia,  Rev.  J.  H.  Woodward,  1  00 

Hartford,  in  part  of  Legac^  of  the  late 

Normand  Smith,  by  F.  Parsons,  Ex'r.,  1,112  00 

New-Haven,  Mrs.  H.  Herrick,  by  W. 
Stebbins, 

New-Haven,  Friend, 

Saybrook,  Fem.  H.  M.  S.,  by  Miss  S.  J. 
Hotchkiss, 

Sharon,  A.  A.  Hotchkiss,  by  D.  Gould, 

Stool  ngton,  Aux.  Soc»,  by  Miss  Sheffield, 

Westport,  Friend, 

Wilton,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc,  by  C»  St. 
John,  12  84 ;  M.  Marvin,  Esq,  to  const, 
his  son  C.  Marvin,  L.  M.,  30, 
NEW-YORK— 

Central  Agency,  3,358  53 

Western  Agency,  3,420  30 
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Babylon  and  vicinity,  16  98|  Western 

district,  5  80 ;  Isiip,  8  63,  3141 

Ballston  Spa,  N;  Y.,  Rev.  T.  S.  Wickes,       25  00 
Barre  Center,  N.  Y.,  Rev.  Robert  Sadd, 
'  by  N.  Holbrook,  10  00 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  viz : 
First  Pretb.  Ck^  Subscription,  176  54; 

T.  Smith,  2,  by  R.  J.  Thorn,  178  54 

Second  Presh,  Ch,,  Ladies'  Society  for 
christian   benevolence,  by  Mre.  Car- 
ringtoo,  12  30 ;  EdwardCarrington,25,      37  30 
Catskill,  E.  B.  Day,  5  00 

Delhi,  Presb.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con.  colU,  by  H. 

D.  Gould,  15  00 

Durham,  by  Abigail  Pratt,  10  00 

Greenville,  27  60 

Hoosick  Falls,  Presb.  Ch.  and  Cong.,  by 

Rev.  F.  Gordon,  11  00 

Kinderhook,  H.  M.  Soc,  to  const  Mrs. 

Mary  Manton  a  L.  M.,  by  H.  Blanchard,      43  OO 
Kingsborough,  CoL  H.  Jones,  10  {  J,  Bur- 
ton, 2  50,  12  50 
Lewis,  Individuals,  by  Rev,  E.  B.  Baxter,       3  00 
Luroberland,  Coll.,  by  Rev.  F.  Kyte,  5  00 
Maiden,  ^resb.  Ch.,  by  M.  G.  Isham,  of 
which,  60  is  to  const.  Charlotte  Isham 
and  Chauncey  Isham,  Life  Members,       124  87 
Milton,  Ch.,  by  Rev.  J.  Moase,                      12-  00 
New-York  city,  viz : 
Carmine  St,  C7A ,  Sab.  Sch.  Miss.  Soc,  by 

A.  L.  Earle,  Tr.,  ,  160  00 

Duane  St.  Ch.,  W.  M.  Halsted,  800  00 

Mercer  St.  Ch,,  J.  A.  Cary,  5  00 

Murray  St.  Ch.,  Sab.  Sch.,  by  S.  Sloan, 
Prcs.,  their  appropriation  to  the  fol- 
lowing missionaries.  Rev.  J.  Marsh,  50 ; 
Rev.  L.  M.  S.  Smith,  75;  Rev.  Moody 
Chase,  50 ;  Rev.^W.  M.  Adams,  50,  825  00 
Second  Avenue  Ch.,  Mrs.  Armstrong,  10  00 

ViUa^e  Ch.,  colL,  15  50 ;  Sab.  Sch.,  2,         17  50 
Friend,  50 

Orient,  L.  I.,  coll.,  by  Rev.  D.  Beers,  25  00 

Osbomville  J[)y  Rev.  Dr.  Porter,  9  00 

Parma  Center,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  W. 

P.  Kendrick,  85  00 

Rensselaerville,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Porter,  5  00 

Schaghticoke,  Fom.  Auz.  H.  M.  S.,  by 
Mrs.  Noble,  17  00 
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SoaMM,  Faltt.  BOm.  Soc^  Mim  White, 

Tr., 
Troy,  First  Pretb.  Ch^  by  J.  Raymond, 

Tr 

EUphalet  Wicku,  Esq^ 

Warreiuburgh,  Ch.,  to  cookL  Rev.  T.  J. 
HasweU  a  L.  M., 

Westfield,  Ch.,  by  Rev.  T.  IL  Hopkins, 
coil.  Jan.  1840,  stopped  on  its  way  to 
the  Treasury,  and  lately  received, 
NEW-JERSEY^ 

Newark,  Colored  Presb.  Ch.»  by  Rev.  S. 
£.  Cornish, 

New-Providence,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  T. 
Cochran, 

South  Orange,  Preeb.  Ch.  coIL,  by  J. 
Taytor, 
PENNSYLVANIA— 

PhUadelphia,U.M.S. 
OHIO- 

Central  Committee  of  Agency, 

Marietta  Agency, 

Western  Reserve  D.  M.  S., 

Amherst,  Rev.  J.  Eette, 
INDIANA—  ,     ^       ^   ^. 

Bedford,  Dr.  Carpenter,  by  Rev.  S.  Kit- 
redge, 

Bethany,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin, 

Rockville,  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Lowry, 
ILLINOIS—  ^  ^ 

Manchester  and  Winchester,  Rev.  G.  C. 
Wood,  29  50;  Z.  Carter,  2  50;  S. 
Scales,  2 ;  W.  Hainey,  1 ;  W.  P.  Gold- 
smith, 2  50 ;  N.M.  Knapp,  1 ;  J.  Berry, 
1 }  1.  Carpenter,  1 ;  J.  M.  Evans,  1 ; 
L.  Harlaud,  1;  L  Kirkpatrick,  1;  L 
Withey,  I5  S.  Martin,  1 ;  R.  McCrac- 
ken,  1;  Ellen  McDonald,  1;  Wm. 
McDonald,  0  §0 ;  R.  Huston,  1 ;  J. 
Sugg,  1, 
ARKANSAS—  „   „.      ^ 

Fort  Towson,  by  Rev.  C.  Kingsbury,  S. 
W.  Willard,  10;    Mrs.  Gooding,  1; 
Friends,  1  50, 
WISCONSIN— 

MUwaukie,  Mon.  Con.  colL,  by  Rev.  S. 
Peet, 
<JANADA— 

Home  Missionary  Society, 
HOME  MISSIONARY, 

Friend, 
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#52,613  93 
J.  CORNING,  Trtaswer. 

^cemU  of  the  Central  Agency,  Utica,  N.  Y.,from 

Feb.  Ibth  t»  Jpril  21 ,  lb41.     Rev.  A.  Orancy  Sec 

Binghamton,  colL  in  part,  47  50;  chain 
gold  beads,  8  88, 

Borodino,  by  Kev.  J.  S.  Lord, 

Camden,  in  part, 

Clinton  40,  Kev.  A  Crane,  30-,  m  ftUl  to 
const  Rev.  Asahel  S.  Norton,  a  L.  D., , 

PeRuyter, 

East  Coventry, 

Green,  by  Rev.  A.  G.  Orton, 

Guilford,  coll., 

Hamilton,  Second  Churqh, 

Litchfield, 

M^Grawville,  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Fancher, 

Mexicoville, 

Morrisville,  by  Rev.  M.  Harrington, 

Worwich,  ,    ,.    .  ,   , 

Oswego,  1st  Presb.  Ch.,  Ladies'  Indus. 
Soc  in  full,  to  const.  Rev.  R.  W.  Con- 
dit  a  L.  D., 

Oxford, 

Sherman, 

Utica,  1st  Ch.,  in  part, 
do  Blceckcr  St.  Cb., 

West  Coventry,  coll.,  46  56 ;  Mrs.  Eliz- 
abeth Phillips,  a  thanksgiving  offering 
at  hor  boose  last  Thanksgiving  day, 
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by  her  children  and  one  grand  ton,  to 
const,  ber  a  L.  M.,  90, 


76  50 


168420 

neceipU  of  the  WeMiem  JgencMt  Oeneva,  Jf.  T^ 
/rMiJPe6. 20  to  4prtl  as,  1841. 

Allen  Center,  15  00 

Almond,  bequest  of  Deae.  Samuel  Karr,     150  00 
Andover,  ^  15  60 

Auburn,  1st  Presb.  Ch.,  31  60 

2d  Presb.  Chi«  50  18 

Avon  Mills,  W.  H.  Chandler,  15  00 

Burdette,  30  00 

Canandaigum  W.  Hubbell,  Esq^  L.  D.in 

ftiU,  20 ;  N.  W.  Howell,  Esq.,  15 ;  J.  L. 

Woodruff,  L.  M.  in   full,  10;   Wm. 

Antis,  Jr.,  L.  M.,  in  full,  J.  B.  Hays,  5 ; 

Cash,   28  85;    Thanks  coU.,  32  85; 

Ladies,  186  25,  of  which  100,  is  from 

a  friend  to  const  N.  W.  Howell,  Esq., 

aL.a,  307  95 

Cayuga,   Loring   Willard,  20;   Henry 

WUlard,  10;   others,  3;   Ladies,  by 

Mrs.  Lofing  WiUard,  8,  41  00 

Colden,  5  00 

Eden,  25  00 

Fairport,  5  00 

Friendship,  6  00 

Geneva,  H.  H.  Seelye,  in  addition  to  100, 

previously  acknowledged  25 ;  Rev.  M. 

P.  Squier  and  Mrs.Squier,  12;  others, 

7  13,        •  44  13 

Oenoa,  Ladies*  Sew.  Soc,  Nancy  Brad- 
ley, Tr., 
Havanna,  Revw  Charles  Goodrich, 
Henrietta, 
Independence, 
Lewiston, 

Lockport,  Cong.  Ch., 
Mechlenburgb) 
Naples, 
Newark  Valley,  Ladies,  18  72;   Cong. 

Soc  coll.,  40  14, 
Otto,  East  and  West, 
Ovid,  A.  Joy,  10;   Cornelia  0*  Joy,  5; 

others,  93  33, 
Palmyra,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Fenton, 
Pama  Center, 
Pembroke, 

Penfield,  by  Rev.  E.  Ray, 
Pen  Yan, 
Perrinton, 
Perry  Center, 
Pike, 
Portland, 
Pratts'burgh,  Ladles,  lo  bonst  Mrs.  Miriam 

Cooke  a  L.  AL^  by  Mrs.  O.  L.  Porter, 
Richford, 
Riga,  Samuel  Baldwin,  to  const  Rev.  D. 

N.Merritt,L.D.,  100  00 

Rochester,  Brick  Ch.,  A. Champion,  Esq^ 

1,000 ;  Wm.  Ailing,  100;  Edward  Lyon, 

50;    Benjamin  Campbell,  25 ;    L  M. 

Schermerhorn,  25 ;  others,  65  60^ 
Rochester,  Washington-f  t  Cb., 
Royalton, 

Sheldon,  1st  Presb.  Ch>, 
Souihport,  • 

Skaneateles,  avails  of  Lectures  on  Biblical 

Zoology,  by  Rev.  S.  W«  Brace, 7 ;  Presb. 

Ch.,  Widows  mites,  3, 
Trumansburg, 
Tyroae, 
Union  Corners, 
Union  Springs, 
Victor, 
Vienna, 
Walworth, 
Waterloo, 
West  Aurora, 
West  Dresden! 
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Go,  ...'.»....  Prkacr  the  Gospel 

How  Bhali  they  preach  except  they  be  bbht?  . 


Mark  xvi.  15. 
•  Roth,  x»  1o» 


T«i.  xxr% 


^rvMsir,  1841* 


If  •.a* 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  A.  H.  M.  S. 


IOWA. 


M0SM0N6. 


Ths  history  of  Mormonism  is  such  a  per- 
fect refutation  of  its  pretensions,  that  intel- 
ligent men  find  it  difficult  to  account  for  the 
continuance  and  spread  of  this  singular  im- 
posture. The  absurdity  of  its  claims  are  so 
obvious,  that  Christians  not  minutely  in- 
formed in  relation  to  its  genius  and  opera- 
tions, suppose  that,  by  this  time,  the  delusion 
must  have  melted  away.  But  the  fact  seems 
to  be  quite  otherwise.  From  the  following 
extracts  from  our  correspondents  in  Iowa, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  region  around  the 
mouth  of  the  Dea  Moines  River,  on  both 
ddes  of  the  Mississippi,  is  destined  to  be  the 
seat  of  a  serious  struggle  with  this  form  of 
error;  and  that  the  ranks  of  its  advocates 
are  filling  up  with  large  accessions  from 
different  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  even 
from  Europe,  from  whence  converts  are 
coming  across  the  ocean,  to  dwell  in  the 
promised  land. 

The  Mormons  have  twelve  stakes — 
places  where  they  are  to  build  temples, 
&c., — corresponding  to  the  twelve  tribes 
of  Israel.  On  one  side  of  my  station, 
three  miles  distant,  they  have  dri^n  one 
of  these  stakes.  They  have  been  mak- 
ing- great  efforts  the  past  winter,  and 
more  'than  20  in  this  vicinity  have  joined 
them^  In  other  parts  of  the  coimty  they 
have  made  many  converts,  and  now  hold 
the  balance  of  political  power,  and  can 
elect  whom  they  please  to  office.    Of 

VOL.  XIV.  5 


course,  office  seekers  are  their  humble 
servants.  They  are  also  making  great 
eflforts  in  other  parts  of  the  territoiy, 
and  when  the  end  of  this  delusion  wUl 
be,  I  know  not  Fifty-seven  were  bap- 
tized by  them  at  La  Harpe,  111.,  a  few 
days  since.  They  claim  all  the  miracu- 
lous gifts  and  powers  of  the  apostles  ; 
daily  show  signs  and  wonders  which 
overpower  the  credulous,  and  manifest 
a  zeal  that  I  have  never  seen  before  in 
any  class  of  religionists. 

I  will  give  you  a  summary  of  their 
pretensions. 

1.  Joseph  Smith  is  a  prophet— as 
really  as  Isaiah ;  and  the  Book  of  Mor« 
moHj  with  all  the  revelations  of  the 
prophet,  which  now  make  quite  a 
volimie,  are  of  equal  authority  with  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments. 

2.  Theirs  is  the  only  true  church; 
they  know  this  with  absolute  certainty. 
Every  other  professed  disciple  of  ChrLit 
holds  the  same  relation  to  this  true 
church,  that  the  Jews  did  who  in  the 
time  of  the  apostles  rejected  the  Saviour. 

3.  No  man  can  be  a  Christian,  or  be 
admitted  into  the  kingdom  of  Grod,  un- 
less  he  it  baptized  by  immersion  by  an 
authorized  person. 

4.  None  are  authorized  to  preach  or 
administer  the  ordinances  but  such  as 
are  called  by  direct  revelation,  and  set 
apart  by  the  authority  of  Joseph  Smith. 
All  others  are  *<  false  teachers  and  false 
prophets,  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing, 
thieves  and  rc^b^s,"  as  they  say  in 
their  preaching. 

5.  All  who  are  baptized  receive  the 
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Holy  Ghost  and  tiie  forgiveness  of  sms. 
Hence  they  can  work  Si  the  miracles 
promised  by  onr  Saviour  in  Mark  xvi. 

6.  Zion,  or  the  New  Jerusalem,  is  in 
Missouri,  where  the  Saviour  is  to  appear, 
in  a  ^ort  time,  in  person. 

7.  All  that  believe  are  called  on  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  to  assemble  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  various  stakes  and  help 
to  build  temples.  The  Indians  are  the 
lost  tribes  of  Israel,  and  during  this 
generation,  they  are  all  to  be  gathered 
at  these  points  ;  while  all  others  are  to 
be  cut  off— that  is,  all  who  do  not  re- 
ceive J.  Smith  as  a  prophet  of  the  Lord. 

8.  For  such  as  mU  not  believe  in  this 
life,  a  kind  of  purgatory  is  prepared  in 
another  world,  where  they  will  be 
brought  to  their  senses  and  made  to  re- 
ceive the  prophet;  while  those  who 
have  once  joined  the  Mormons  and  have 
apostatized,  have  never  forgiveness, 
neitiier  in  this  life,  nor  in  that  which  is 
to  come. 

9.  The  prophet  predicted  eleven 
years  ago,  that  Zion  is  to  be  built  in 
Missouri  in  this  generation.  But  they 
have  been  dispossessed,  and  the  city  of 
their  hopes  lies  desolate  ;  still  they  are 
not  without  hope.  Nauvoo,  their  prin- 
cipal city,  in  this  vicinity,  contains  8000 
inhabitants.  Every  one  of  a  certain 
age  is  called  on  to  bear  arms  ;  and  the 
♦*  legion  of  the  Lord"  is  drilled  twice  a 
week,  and  itjs  the  common  belief  that 
they  intend  soon  to  attempt  to  retake 
their  claim  in  Missouri. 

10.  Joseph  Smith  translated  the  Bible 
anew.  In  the  first  3.  chapters  of  Genesis, 
he  has  added  the  amount  of  at  least  one 
entire  chapter,  for  which  there  is  not 
the  least  shadow  of  authority.  So  in 
other  parts,  he  makes  any  alterations 
that  he  pleases  :  e.  g.  in  the  Gen.  vi.  6, 
where  it  is  said  "  it  repented  the  Lord 
that  he  made  man  upon  the  earth,"  the 

.  new  translation  reads,  "  it  repented 
Noah  that  he  made  man,  &ci' 

You  smile  at  my  apprehensions,  but 
I  do  fear  the  influence  of  this  people. 
If  this  delusion  shall  be  stayed,  the 
minds  of  its  subjects  will  resemble  our 
prairies  after  the  fire  has  burnt  them 

:  naked :  Infidelity  or  Atheism  will  be 
the  result  But  when  or  where  it  will 
be  stayed,  I  cannot  see.  Nothing  is  too 
foolish  for  men  to  telieve  ;  and  unless 
it  can  be  met  by  timely,  well  directed 


and  energetic  effi)rts,  it  will  spread.  I 
have  had  the  audacity  to  call  in  question 
the  authority  of  their  prophets  and 
apostles-^to  go  into  the  midst  of  them, 
and  try  td  t^ach  them  bettrar  thin^.  -  I 
do  not  expect  to  taise  a  doubt  m  the 
mind  of  one  who  is  already  a  Mormon, 
but  I  may  prevent  some  from  becoming 
such.  It  troubles  them  yery  much  to 
be  questioned  on  their  doctrine  before  a 
public  assembly.  The  brother  of  thg 
prophet  affirmed  in  preaching,  that  no 
one  could  be  a  Christian  without  being 
baptized  by  immersion.  I  asked  him 
before  the  congregation,  how  he  knew 
this. 

Why,  the  Bible  says  so. 

Where] 

The  Saviour  says  we  must  be  bom  of 
water. 

But  he  does  not  say  we  must  be  im- 
mersed in  water. 

Well,  it  means  so. 

How  do  you  know  1 

Because  it  does  :  it  is  as  plain  as  that 
two  and  two  make  four. 

But  it  is  not  so  plain :  the  Saviour 
says  ye  must  be  "  bom  of  water ;"  not 
immersed  in  water.  What  is  the  ori- 
ginal word  1 

I  don't  know. 

Dont  knmo  ?  You  have  been  quoting 
Greek  here  to-night. 

I  don't  understand  Greek. 

What  did  you  quote  it  for,  if  you  do 
not  imderstand  it  i 


We  break  the  thread  of  our  correspond- 
ent's narrative,  to  remark,  at  this  point,  that 
an  intelligent  ministry,  and  that  alone,  can 
cope  effectually  with  this  new  form  of  error. 
It  cannot  stand  before  the  truths  when  that 
truth  is  propounded  by  a  well  instructed 
ambassador  of  Christ.  But  where  are  these 
ambassadors,  while  this  compound  of  igno- 
rance and  blasphemy  is  destroying  the 
souls  for  whom  Christ  died  1  We  call  the 
attention  of  the  unemployed  mmisters  of  our 
land,  #ho  are  in  circumstances  to  admit  of 
their  removal  to  such  a  field  of  labor— and 
especially  of  the ^oun^  men  who  are  coming 
out  from  our  theological  institutioiTs,  and 
who  are  comparatively  free  to  go  to  any 
section  they  please — to  the  example  of  self- 
denial  zeal  set  them  by  the  teachers  of  this 
system  of  falsehood. 
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This  territory  is  a  most  inviting  field 
for  the  Mormons,  unoccupied,  as  it  is  to 
a  great  extent,  by  an  enlightened  minis- 
try. Multitudes  are  predisposed  to  be- 
lieve that  a  water  birth  makes  one  an 
heir  of  heaven :  while  many  others  are 
entirely  removed  from  the  ordinances  of 
the  Grospel.  These  men  ransack  every 
place,  without  purse  or  scrip,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  ancient  apostles.  Always 
on  foot,  with  a  zeal  always  burning,  and 
a  sanctity  which  excites  a  reverence  in 
the  minds  of  many,  they  all  make  and 
will  make  proselytes. 

Again,  the  position  of  Iowa  relative 
to  Missouri,  makes  them  regard  it  with 
peculiar  interest  They  expect  soon  to 
be  strong  enough,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Indians,  to  meet  Missouri  in  battle 
array.  Every  one  that  embraces  the 
system  is  as  ready  to  fight  as  were  the 
•  Israelites  under  Joshua. 

WHAT  FOLLOWS  FKOM  THESE  FACTS  1 

The  inference  which  I  would  draw 
from  the  facts  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment, is  the  great  necessity  of  sending  on 
forthwith,  men  of  nerve  and  faith  to 
occupy  this  territory.  Ten  or  a  dozen 
men  of  the  right  stamp,  in  addition  to 
those  already  on  the  ground,  and  sta- 
tioned in  different  parts,  and  sustained 
so  that  they  might  give  themselves 
wholly  to  ihe  work,  might  exert  an  in- 
fluence  which  this  world  has  no  arith- 
metic  to  compute.  "The  children  of 
this  world  are  wiser  in  their  generation 
than  the  children  of  light'*  What  do 
the  conquerors  of  the  earth  ?  Keep  all 
their  best  officers  and  troops  in  the 
camp,  and  send  out  a  few  of  the  weak 
and  feeble  to  stand  in  the  breach,  and 
meet  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  I  It 
is  not  so :  the  bravest  and  best  are 
selected  for  such  service.  And  will  our 
great  captain  be  satisfied  with  us-*with 
Die  American  church— while  they  fur- 
nish so  few  to  man  these  dangerous 
outposts  1 

/      ROMANISTS  IN  IOWA. 

It  is  stated  in  one  of  the  public 
papers,  that  the  Society  De  Propaganda 
Fide,  in  Europe,  appropriated  last  year 
$10,000  to  Iowa.  They  have  a  large 
establishment  at  Dubuque, — the  largest 


church  I  have  seen  in  this  section  of 
the  western  country.  The  Bishop's 
house  is  a  large  three  story  brick  build«> 
ing ;  and  it  was  in  contemplation  last 
summer,  to  use  those  already  erected 
for  a  school,  and  to  build  another 
church.  As  I  walked  around  those 
edifices,  and  compared  them  with  the 
log  cabins  in  which  Protestants  wor- 
ship, I  could  not  but  feel  humbled  for 
our  want  of  liberality  and  enterprise. 
At  Burlington,  also,  they  have  com- 
menced  a  station. 

THE  PEOPLE  WILL  HAVE  TEACHERS. 

Now  is  the  seed  time  of  this  territory. 
Now,  the  people  every  where  want  and 
demand  the  Gospel,  rreachers  of  some 
kind,  they  loill  havcy — Mormons,  Catho- 
lies,  Campbellites,  or  followers  of  ICnee- 
land.  Who  shall  sow  this  field?  In 
addition  to  all  who  are  now  here  ready 
to  hear  whatever  may  be  spoken  to 
them,  and  to  be  moulded  into  some 
form — at  least  1000  souls  every  month 
are  .added  to  our  population  by  immiffra- 
tion,  and  if  we  were  now  well  supplied 
with  evangelical  ministers,  and  one 
should  be  added  every  month,  it  would 
not  more  than  supply  our  wants. 


In  confirmation  of  the  apprehensions  ex- 
pressed by  the  writer  of  the  forgoing  com- 
mnnication,  we  subjoin  a  brief  extract  ftovn, 
another  missionary  report 

The  Mormons  are  increasing  rapidly 
and  gaining  over  some  professed  Christ 
tians  ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  arrest  their 
progress^-their  system  is  so  adapted  to 
the  superstition  of  the  ignorant  The 
Mormons*  are  undoubtedly  ^ing  to  give 
us  serious  difficulty.  They  can  no 
longer  be  despised  ;  tliey  must  be  met 
and  the  battle  must  be  fought  It  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  ministers  here* 
so  few  as  we  are,  with  so  much  upon 
our  hands,  to  do  this  work  as  it  ought  to 
be  done.  We  need  very  much  indeed 
several  able  and  experienced  men. 
.  The  claims  of  this  region  are  indeed 
peculiar. 
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From  Rev.  Julius  A,  Reed,  Fairfield, 
Iowa, 

I  expect  to  preach  at  Fairfield  two 
8abbs^  out  of  three,  every  sixth  Sab- 
bath in  Washington  county,  which  is 
on  the  north,  and  the  other  Sabbath  at 
Keosauqua,  the  county  seat  of  Van 
Buren  co.,  which  is  a  growing  and  im- 
portant place,  and  to  spend  several  days 
in  the  vicinity  of  Keosauqua.  If  ^rac- 
ticablOf  I  shall  hold  week-day  meetings, 
weekly,  in  the  settlements  in  Jef^rson 
ca 

Fairfield  is  not  more  than  two  years 
old.  It  is  eight  miles  from  the  Indian 
country,  and  is  partly  located  on  land 
which,  three  years  ago,  was  part  of  the 
Indian's  hunting  ground.  It  contains 
rather  more  than  100  inhabitants,  and  is 
surrouiHled  by  a  very  excellent  country, 
and  large  and  increasing  settlements 
which  extend  to  the  Indian  line.  The 
moral  and  religious  character  of  the 
people  of  this  county  is  unusually  good 
for  so  new  a  country.  In  sight  of  the 
Indians'  fires,  intelhgent  and  attentive 
congregations  may  be  assembled.  A 
eountv  temperance  society  was  OTgan- 
ized  in  February,  with  very  flattering 
prospects,  though  the  opposers  of  the 
measure  predicted  a  failure.  We  pro- 
pose to  discuss  the  subject  in  all  parts 
of  the  county.  The  congregation  rather 
increases,  and  some  as  I  hope  have  given 
up  their  skepticism. 

I  am  spreading  my  labors  more  than 
IS  desirable.  But  there  is  no  Presby- 
terian or  Congregational  minister  in  the 
territory,,  more  than  15  milejs  from  the 
river,  excepting  Mr.  Emerson  in  Linn 
CO.  and  mysejf :  and  consequently  the 
territory  is  to  a  great  degree  unsupplied 
with  preachers  of  those  denominations 
— and  as  I  ride  through  this  interesting 
country,^  and  see  the  anxiety  of  chris- 
tians to  hear  the  preached  word,^  I  find 
it  difficult  ta  decide  within  what  limits 
I  ought  to  confine  my  labors. 

On  the  Des  Moines,  Kneeland  is 
poisoning  the  minds  of  some,  and  em- 
oddeAing  others  to  avow  llieir  infi- 
delity ;  but  his  influence  I  deem  less 
formidable  than  I  once  did  Mormonism 
18  extending  in  that  region  and  in  this, 
chiefly,  in  my  opinion,  because  the  mass 
of  the  people  do  not  enjoy  constantly 
the  privileges  of  the  sanctuary.    I  do 


hope  some  laborers  will  be  sent  to  this 
fie: 


>pe 

ad. 


From  Rev.  X   Stocker,   Bloomingion^ 
Iowa. 

Since  my  last,  some  good  has  been 
done,  I  trust,  in  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance. Our  society  now  numbers  more 
than  100  of  the  tee-total  men.  The 
congregation  has  been  large  and  very 
attentive.  Several  will  unite  with  us 
soon,  some  on  profession  and  some  by 
letter.  Wo  observe  the  monthly  con- 
cert, and  some  interest,  I  trust,  has  been 
awakened  in  the  cause  of  missions. 

This  is  an  interesting  field  of  labor, 
more  desirable  than  any  one  I  think  I 
ever  labored  in.  The  people  are  in- 
telligent,  and  refined,  and  have  been 
very  kind  to  us.  They  have  made  us  a 
donation  visit  and  brought  an  amount 
of  some  70  or  80  dollars.  In  fact  I 
never  expect  to  find  a  more  interestinff 
community  than  this ;  and  yet  I  wish 
to  see  this  much  improved.  If  we  could 
have  a  revival,  how  great,  even  here, 
would  be  the  change. 


^  BIISSOURL 

WILLING  BTTT  NOT   ABLE. 

From  a  Missionary,  accompanying  an 
application  for  renewed  assistance. 

I  hope  you  will  not  think  I  am  dis, 
posed  to  murmur,  or  eoni^lain,  or  find 
fault  with  your  Society.  I  feel  under 
lasting  obligations  for  what  they  have 
already  done ;  and  I  think  this  people 
feel  thus  alsa  And,  for  myself,  I  shall 
not  complain  if  my  commission  is  not 
renewed*  however  it  may  subject  me 
to  difficulty  and  trial.  I  hope  I  shall 
never  forget  the  scripture  doctrine,  ^  to 
learn*  in  whatever  state  I  am»  therewith 
to  be  content*' 

I  think  I  have  more  than  cmee  borne 
testimony  to  the  wilUngness  of  this  peo- 
ple to  sustain  me  themselves  ;  but  thev 
want  ahittky.  I  still  bear  them  lecord, 
that  they  are  willing  to  the  utmost  of 
their  ability,  and  some  of  them  even 
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beyond  tiieir  ability.  Some  of  them 
have  felt  this  much  about  the  matter — 
they  say,  if  they  camiot  sustain  the 
Gospel  among  them,  and  have  a  per- 
manent minister  here,  that  they  will  sell 
out  tbeir  little  homes  arid  go  where  they 
can — ^that  they  cannot  think  for  a  mo- 
ment of  raising  up  their  families  where 
they  will  not  nave  the  benefits  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  minis- 
try of  reconciliati<Hi ;  and  that,  if  I 
have  to  leave  them  for  want  of  support, 
they  will  consider  that  matter  as  settled, 
and  make  arrangements  accordingly. 


«  WISCONSIN. 

The  Home  Missionary  operations  tn  Wts- 
consin  have  heen  so  intimately  connected 
with  its  religious  history,  that  the  following 
narrative  will  be  regarded  as  appropriate  to 
^e  ol:tiect  of  our  periodical.  Although  it 
embraces  the  results  of  some  labor  per- 
formed by  clergymen  not  now  under  commis- 
sion from  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  yet  we  believe 
(hat  most  of  those  who  belong  to  the  con- 
vention, are  or  have  been,  at  some  period, 
missionaries  of  this  Society. 

NARRATIVE 

OF  IKE  STATE  OF  RELIGION  WITHIN  THE 
BOUNDS  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  AND 
CONGREGATIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  WIS- 
CONSIN, PRESENTED  AT  ITS  MEETING  AT 
RACINE,  IN  FEB.,  1841. 

In  reviewing  the  state  of  religion 
within  our  bounds  during  the  past  year, 
the  convention  feel  called  upon  for  the 
most  devout  gratitude  and  thanksgiving 
to  God  for  his  unwonted  mercies  be- 
stowed on  us.  Never,  we  believe,  has 
a  new  territory  been  more  eignally 
watered  with  the  dews  of  heaven,  or 
been  made  to  partake  more  abundantly 
of  the  blessings  of  the  great  Head  of  the 
church. 

During  the  year,  eleven  new  churches 
have  been  formed  ;  and  all  the  ministers 
And  churches  have  been  happily  united 
in  one  ecclesiastical  body,  and  are  labor- 
ing harmoniously  for  the  extension  of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

Public  worship  is  well  attended  in  all 
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these  churches,  and,  with  two  or  three 
exceptions,  with  increasing  numbers 
and  interest 

The  Sabbath  is  gei^rally  well  ob- 
served ;  though  we  have  reason  to  fear 
that  the  tone  of  feeling  is  not  sufficiently 
elevated  in  the  church,  to  make  a  deep 
impression  on  the  world.  The  cwiven- 
tion  would  deprecate  all  travelling  on 
the  Sabbath,  except  for  purposes  of 
worship  or  mercy ;  all  changing  of  mails 
oj*  frequenting  the  post-office,  all  social 
visiting,  and  Sterary  or  secular  reading 
on  that  holy  day. 

Family  prayer  is  generally  observed 
by  heads  of  ^Muilies,  and  is  evidently 
■connected  intimately  with  the  religioiu 
prosperity  of  households.  And  the  inr- 
portance  of  early  religious  instructicm 
ie  clearly  illustrated  by  the  foUowing 
fact«  A  donation  party  was  assembled 
at  the  house  of  the  pastor  of  one  of  our 
small  country  churches,  comporod  of 
sixteen  heads  of  families,  gathered  from 
di^rent  parts  of  the  country  and  Eu- 
rope ;  all  of  whom  were  professors  of 
religion.  Upon  inquiry,  it  was  found 
that  all  their  parents,  except  one,  were 
professors  of  religion.  Ninety-two  of 
their  brothers  and  sisters  are  membess 
of  the  church  militai^t  or  triumphsmt, 
,and  nearly  all  their  children,  of  age  to 
discern  good  from  evil,  had  recently 
been  converted. 

«  Sabbath  schools  are  held  in  all  ttm 
churches,  and  many  other  settlements, 
during  a  part  or  all  of  the  year.  Seve- 
ral Bible  classes  are  also  in  successful 
operation. 

The  monthly  concert  of  prayer  is 
attended  in  nearly  all  the  churches,  and 
collections  are  generally  taken  up.  But 
the  interest  folt  in  the  salvation  of  thg 
worldt  is  far  less  than  ought  to  be  felt 

BENEVOLENT  SOCIETIES. 

But  little  has  been  done  to  aid,*  by 
pecuniary  efforts,  the  cause  of  benevo- 
lence in  any  form.  The  churches  foel 
that  they  are  theinselves  laying  founda- 
tions ;  but  we  should  remember  that  we 
are  to  bear  one  another's  burdens  ;  and, 
while  we  receive  the  bounties  of  ,the 
church,  we  should  also  give  as  we  ^ave 
opportunity.  Some  part  of  the  terri^ 
tol^  has  been  supplied  with  Bibles,  and 
arrangements  are  making  to  compla^ 
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the  woEk.  A  meeting  of  great  interest 
bas  recently  beeoi  held  in  Milwaukie, 
and  a  liberal  subscription  raised  to 
establish  a  depositcny  at  that  place. 
Home  missions  have  received  very  little 
aid ;  and  the  Tract  cause  hgs  been 
neglected.  The  cause  of  the  oppressed 
has  not  received  very  general  considera> 
tion.  A  few  societies  exist  and  are 
exerting  some  influence. 

The  cause  of  temperance  is  advanc- 
ing steadily.  A  Territorial  Society  ex- 
ists, and  has  its  annual  and  semi-annual 
meetings,  and  is  doing  good.  A  quar- 
terly *'  Temp^ance  Journal"  is  pub- 
lished under  their  direction  at  Mil- 
waukie. Nearly  all  our  churches  em- 
brace the  total  abstinence  pledge  in 
their  confession  or  covenant  In  some 
places  great  prosperity  has  attended 
this  cause.  In  Southport,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  400,  not  a  dnmkard  is  to  be 
found. — In  Spring  Prairie,  more  than 
half  the  freeholders  belong  to  the  So- 
ciety.  In  Mount  Pleasant,  a  society 
was  formed  in  March,  and  now  em- 
braces every  individual  within  four  miles 
oi  its  location,  and  numbers  166  mem- 
bers. Temperance  taverns  exist  in 
numerous  places. 

REVIVALS. 

The  most  interesting  feature  of  our 
narrative^  is  the  numerous  revivals 
which  have  been  enjbyed  during  the 
past  year,  which  have  caused  the  wil- 
derness in  many  places  to  blossom  as 
the  rose. 

In  Milwaukie,  some  unusual  interest 
was  felt  early  in  the  season,  and^a  few 
were  hopefully  converted.  Prospects 
8t  present  are  encouraging.  In  Racine, 
a  season  of  refreshing  was  enjoyed  last 
spring,  and  about  20  converted.  In 
Pike  Grove,  a  precious  revival  was  en- 
joyed through  the  winter — commencing 
while  they  were  destitute  of  preaching ; 
25  or  30  were  subjects  of  the  work.  In 
Troy  and  East  Troy,  revivals  have 
been  enjoyed,  and  a  boarding  school  of 
young  ladies  hopefully  converted — 30 
at  least,  in  both  places,  subjects  of  the 
work.  At  Caldwell's  Prairie,  the  Spirit 
gently  distilled  upon  the  people  in  Sep- 
tember, and  a  church  was  formed — 10 
converts.  There  is  still  unusual  In- 
terest in  prayer  meetings* 


In  Southport,  the  Spirit  descended 
like  a  rushing,  mi^ty  wind»  in  the 
spring,,  and  in  a  few  weeks  about  100 
were  hopefully  converted.  The  whole 
place  seemed  to  be  moved — 57  have 
been  added'  to  the  Congregational 
church,  and  a  goodly  numb^  to  other 
churches  in  the  village. 

About  the  same  time  a  glorious  work 
commenced  at  PrairieviUe.  The  whole 
population  was  moved.  *  Meetings  were 
attended  continually  for  several  weeks. 
The  number  of  converts  has  not  been 
reported.  Over  100  united  with  our 
churches,  and  some  with  other  churches. 
Within  a  few  weeks,  a  protracted 
meeting  has  been  held,  and  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  has  descended,  and  another 
revival  is  in  progress  there.  A  similar 
meeting  has  recently  been  held  at  Green 
Bay,  with  highly  favorable  results-^ 
about  20  conversions. 

In  the  church  am<mg  the  Stockbridge 
Indians,  also,  a  meeting  has  been  held, 
and  an  interesting  revival  is  the  result 

In  Mount  Pleasant,  a  revival  com- 
menced in  connection  with  the  installa- 
tion of  a  pastor,  in  December,  and  in 
two  or  three  weeks,,  about  40  were  led 
to  embrace  the  Saviour.  The  interest 
still  continues. 

At  Beloit,  a  season  of  refreshing  has 
been  enjoyed*  and  nearly  40  were 
gathered  into  the  kingdom. 

In  Platteville  and  Potosi*  in  the-west- 
em  part  of  the  territory^  the  Lcnrd  re- 
vived his  work,,  and  a  precious  blessing 
followed.  Several  conversions  in  the 
former  place,  and  in  the  latter*  a  church 
was  formed  in  connection  with  the  re- 
vival, consisting  of  42  members. 

As  the  fruits  of  these  gracious  visita-f 
tions,  many  grievous  backsliders  have 
been  reclaimed,  the  tolie  of  piety  ele-^ 
vated  in  the  churches,  and  over  fivr 
HUNDRED  souls  couvorted  and  gathered 
iilto  the  fold  of  Christ 

But  while  we  rejoice  in  the  prosperity 
of  Zion,  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  in 
some  churches,  "  the  glory  has  depart- 
ed ;*'  and  are  called  upon  to  lament  a 
sad  decline.  Christians,  in  many  places, 
have  forgotten  their  solemn  vows  and 
broken-hearted  confessions,  and  we  have 
reason  to  cry,  "  wUt  thou  not  revive  us 
again." 

The  convention  would  close  this  nar- 
rative, by  calling  on  the  churches  under 
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ikmr  care,  to  thank  God  a^  take 
courage — ^to  renew  the  dedicstkm  of 
themselves  to  his  service*  aikl  labor  with 
untiring  efiS>rts  for  the  salvation  of  souls. 


From  Rev.  Wm,  Armsj  Axtalan^  Wis. 
Ter, 

I  commenced  my  labors  under  my 
commission  in  this  territory  on  the  3d 
of  June,  1840.  Since  that  time,  I  have 
labored  principally  at  this  place  and 
Fort  Atkinson.  At  both  places,  our 
congreg;ations  have  been  steadily  in- 
creasing ;  and  though  there  has  been 
no  general  <  revival,  there  has  been  a 
^food  degree  of  attention  and  a  ^wing 
interest  an  the  subject  of  religion,  and 
more  external  respect  for  the  SabbatL 
We  meet  in  a  log  school-house  hare, 
and  in  a  private  house  at  Fort  Atkinson. 
I  have  seldom  found  the  convenience 
of  a  stand  for  preaching,  and  am  obliged 
to  preach  with  a  few  short  n9te6  in  a 
book  in  my  hand. 

Our  correspondent  does  not  advert  to  the 
absence  of  the  convenient  arrangements  of 
our  eastern  churches,  with  any  disposition 
to  undervalue  the  country  iDf  his  adoption 
on  that  account;  as  will  be  readily  seen 
from  the  following  account  of  the  ministry 
which  is  needed. 


MINISTERS  FOR  WISCONSIN. 

As  much  as  we  need  ministers,  dont 
send  us  faint  hearted  men  who  are  afraid 
of  a  log  house,  or  scorn  to  lodge  in  a 
garret  I  want  to  see  men — and  wc«nen 
too— who  are  at  home  where  there  is 
labor  to  be  performed  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  I  who  neither  fear  to  speak  their 
own  minds,  nor  are  offended  if  others 
differ  from  them  in  opinion  ;  men  who 
are  willing  to  make  sacrifices  for  the 
cause  of  the  Saviour — for  sacrifices 
must  be  made,  both  of  personal  comfort 
and  of  pecimiary  means.  And  if  either, 
or  both  of  these,  be  of  more  conse- 
quence to  a  man  than  the  salvation  of 
souls  and  the  establishment  of  the  truth 
in  this  new  territory,  let  him  stay  in  the 
East,  where  the  fat  salary  and  the  snug 
parsonage  may  be   provided  for  him. 


We  want  not  such  here ;  nor  do  we 
envy  them  their  h^piness.  The  sub- 
stantial means  of  comfort  are  f^nty ; 
the  gewgaws  will  be,  for  a  time,  want- 
ing. I  have  been  happier  than  in  Newr 
England,  and  find  my  health  gaining. 


A  GREAT    MISTAKE. 

The  christian  public  seem  to  think  that 
the  work  of  evangelizing  the  West  is  like 
some  physical  enterprise— such  as  cutting.a 
canal  or  building  a  rail-road— just  as  easy 
ten  years  hence  as  it  is  now.  This  is  a  great 
mistake.  Let  no  one  drtere  of  finding  the 
West  as  open  to  good  influences  ten,  or  even 
Jive  years  hence,  as  at  present.  If  the  friends 
of  evangelical  truth  do  not  furnish  mission- 
aries, the  enemy  will.  MUMionarie*  there 
will  de,  whether  the  church  send  them  or 
not.  Nay,  more,  missionaries  there  already 
arCf  subtile,  active,  successful.  Witness  the 
advocates  of  Campbellism,  Mormonism, 
Popery,  Atheism,  &>c.  These  are  on  the 
spot,  and  they  are  sowing  tares,  which,  if 
they  spring  up  before  the  christian  husband* 
man  is  there  to  counteract  then:  growth,  il 
will  be  difficult  to  subdue. 

There  are  two  Christian  ministers 
in  this  region,  who  preach  half  of  the 

time  at .    They  have  formed  a 

small  church.  The  main  scope  of  their 
preaching  is  the  unity  of  God,  in  order 
to  lead  the  simple  and  unwaiy  to  reject 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  I  preached 
a  sermon  there  lately  on  the  Divinity  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  disturbed 
them  very  much,  and  has  caused  them 
to  expose  their  principles — a  result 
which  I  trust  will  open  the  eyes  of  the 
community.  Many  young  persons  in 
that  neighborhood  are  in  danger  of  being 
led  into  destructive  error,  wfe  greatly 
need  more  laborers  here. 

Another  missionary  writes : — 

There  is  much  sly,  designing  craft  at 
work  to  break  up  our  society ;  so  that 
I  am  sometimes  almost  discouraged. 
Even  females,  whose  ignorance  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  Bible  is  obvious,  will 
rail  at  a  minister  in  a  public  meeting, 
even  to  his  face. 
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All  tliese  e?ib  iro  redreiwd  with  com- 
parative ease,  prorided  tiiey  betaken  in  time. 
Bot  error  is  like  fire,  and  the  excitable  miiida 
of  the  western  population,  that  recognize 
no  authority  on  any  subject  where  all  may 
think  for  themselTes,  are  highly  inflamma- 
ble ;  and  when  once  the  conflagration  rages, 
no  human  arm  can  arrest  its  power. 


From  a  Missionary  Report. 

A  THOKOTJGHFAEE  LEFT  WITHOUT    THE 
GOSPEL. 

I  found  in  this  place  a  small  church 
which  had  been  destitute  of  preaching 
for  a  number  of  months.  They  seemed 
to  feel  as  though  the  Lord  had  directed 
my  way  here,  and  made  such  prompt 
and  great  exertions  as  convinced  me  of 
their  strong  desire  to  have  me  stay  and 
labour  among  them.  On  examining  the 
field  of  labor,  I  soon  found  myself  in  a 
hard  spot  There  was  some  Presby- 
terian influence,  some  Baptist,  some 
Methodist,  some  Episcopal ;  but  a  much 
greater  amount  of  infidel  influence,  than 
of  Uiat  which  belongs  to  religion. 
Drinking  to  occasional  intoxication 
would  not  be  looked  upon  as  a 
blemish  in  a  young  man's  character. 
Young  ladies,  too,  could  indulge  to  a 
similar  degree  without  disgrace  Many 
eastern  people  who  come  here,'  lost  all 
their  temperance,  and  not  a  few  lost 
even  their  profession  of  religion.  The 
most  sober  people  acknowledged  that 
drinking  and  its  attendant  vices  had 
been  increasing  very  fast  The  friends 
of  temperance  were  so  discouraged,  that 
it  was  with  much  difiiculty  they  could 
be  brought  to  make  any  eflTort. 


difficult  be  turned  into  whidcey ;  snd 
thus  bring  a  ready  income  to  the  farmer ; 
while  it  transforms  to  a  brute  or  a 
demon  the  ccmsumer.  Even  some  good 
men  seem  not  yet  to  have  learned,  that 
selling  their  grain  to  the  distUier  ia 
helping  kindle  the  fire,  which  is  to  bum 
out  the  vitals  of  socie^,  and  send  some 
of  their  neighbors,  and  perhaps  oi  their 
own  children,  to  helL 


ILLINOIS. 

THE    TEMPERANCE    (QUESTION    NOT   YET 
SETTLED  IN   THE  WEST. 

Our  temperance  society  is  not  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition.  It  is  to  be 
feared,  that  the  wave  of  intemperance 
has  not  yet  reached  its  height  at  "  the 
West,"  where  such  vast  quantities  of 
graiUy  so  easily  raised,  oan  with  so  Uttle  1 


From  Another, 

H.  has  ever  been  called  '^ahard  place.*' 
It  sui^rts  a  distillery  that  consumes 
50  bushels  of  com  per  diem ;  and  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  one  of  the  proprietors, 
while  living  in  the  state  of  New- York, 
was  a  member  of  a  church  and  also  oC 
the  temperance  society. 

The  settlement  contains  above  80 
families,  mostly  from  the  eastem  states, 
of  aU  denominations — I  found  not  less 
than  14  diflerent  sects.  Among  them, 
were  a  Jew  brethren,  who  seemed  in-' 
deed  as  sheep,  not  only  without  a  shep- 
herd, but  also  without  pasture.  How- 
ever, they  were  willing  to  have  preach- 
ing and  wished  me  to  come  and  supply 
them.  Shortly  after,  I  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing a  church  there  consisting  of 
17  members. 


From  Rev,  E,  Brown,  Byron,  III 

The  religious  condition  of  this  church, 
and  of  the  people  in  this  region,  is  much 
more  fluttering  than  in  any  preceding 
year.  The  state  of  things  is  unques- 
tionably taking  a  turn  in  favor  of  the 
cause  of  tmth.  My  meetings  on  the 
Sabbath  are  much  fuller  and  more 
solemn  than  usual ;  and  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  word  of  God 
has  already  taken  a  deep  hold  on  seve- 
ral minds.  Many  now  come  to  church 
every  Sabbath,  who  had  before  heard 
no  sermons,  or  but  few,  since  they  left 
the  East  Our  place  of  worship  has 
become  too^  strait  for  us — ^so  much  so, 
that  we  have  had  a  meeting  to  consult 
about  the  erection  of  a  commodious 
house  of  worship.  The  prospect  now  is 
that  we  shall  attempt  it  the  coming  year. 
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I  am  now  preparing  the  way  fOT  tiie 
formation  of  a  church,  about  16  miles 
distant  I  went  np  and  held  a  meeting 
wiUi  them,  and  found  about  25  ready 
and  waiting  to  be  united  into  a  church. 
This  churdi  when  formed,  will  embrace 
an  interesting  region,  both  in  relation 
to  the  richness  of  the  soil  and  enter- 
prise of  the  inhabitants. 

GOOD  MINISTERS  NEEDED. 

There  is  nothing  more  needed  in  this 
part  of  the  West,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
than  thorough  going  and  able  ministers 
of  Christ,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to 
go  from  place  to  place  and  house  to 
house,  and  look  up  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel.  A  great  many  such 
there  are  in  this  country,  who  never  let 
themselves  be  known  until  they  are 
searched  out  This  service,  by  the  by, 
cannot  be  performed  as  it  should  be  by 
Inroken  down  ministers. 

He  who  comes  out  here  to  preach  the 
Qospel  must  have  a  clear  head  and  a 
sound  heart  A  rotten  place  in  a  man's 
heart,  no  larger  than  a  sixpence  at  the 
East,  will  soon  grow  in  this  country  to 
the  size  of  a  dofiar. 


From  Rev.  A  Rockwell,  Cook  co..  Ill 

With  the  exception  of  Bloomingdale, 
i  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to 
report  in  all  my  extensive  field.  There, 
tl^  Lord  is  graciously  pouring  out  his 
Holy  Spirit  Backsliders  are  returning, 
and  sinners  in  some  £ew  instances,  it  is 
hoped,  are  coming  home  to  Gg4e 


TEMPERANCE  DISCUSSIONS. 

From  Rev.  A.  Gaston^  Lee  co.,  Ill 

The  temperance  effort  in  this  place 
mentioned  m  my  last  report  has  termi- 
nated, and  on  the  whole,  favorably  to  the 
cause.  The  discussions  were  continued 
^  adjomments  for  several  weeks. 
There  were  two  resolutions  which  par- 
ticularly engaged  the  attention  of  the 
community.  One  was,  "that  the  use 
of  intoxicating  Mqnor  as  a  beverage  was 


evil,  and  only  evil,  and  that  ccHitiBually.'* 
The  other;  "that  the  man  who  for- 
nished  the  grain  for  distillation,  the  dis* 
tiller  who  converted  it  into  intoxieadi^ 
liquor,  and  the  vender  who  dealt  it  out, 
were  all  engaged  in  one  great  business^ 
the  effects  of  which  were  to  waste  the 
property,  destroy  the  health,  and  ruin 
the  souls  of  their  feUow  men."  On 
this  resolution,  the  opponents  of  tem- 
perance were  rallied ;  their  great  cham- 
pion was  sent  for ;  s<nne  members  ci 
the  temperance  society  thought  it  going 
a  little  too  fast  and  too  far ;  and  one  ot 
two  directly  opposed. 

On  the  affirmative  it  was  urged, 
1.  That  alcohol  was  in  no  case  indis- 
pensably necessary ;  2.  That  in  most 
cases  it  was  positively  injurious,  and 
3.  That  the  use  of  it  was  always 
dangerous.  On  these  points,  the  cumu- 
lative testimony  of  the  medical  poofes- 
sion ;  the  experience  of  distinguished 
men ;  and  the  multitude  of  those  who 
had  taken  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence 
was  cited  as  proof. 

The  strong  argument  of  the  opposi- 
tion was  based  on  the  utility  of  a^ohol 
as  a  medicine.  In  reply  to  this,  the 
testimony  oi  distinguished  physiciana 
in  England  and  America  was  adduced, 
to  show  that  alcohol  might  safely  be 
dispensed  with,  in  all  cases,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease.  Among  the  special 
witnesses  in  our  country,  were  DrsL 
Rush,  Sewall  and  Drake ;  and  particu* 
larly  the  prize  Essays  of  Mussey  and 
Lindsly.  Midnight  arrived  in  the  midst 
of  the  discussion,  and  the  meeting  ad- 
joumed.  On  the  succeeding  evenings 
many  of  the  opposition  absented  them- 
selves, and  during  the  discussion  others 
left.  The  question  was  filially  taken, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


GREAT  TRIALS  AND  GREAT  BLESSINGS. 

FromRev.  G.  W.  EUiot,  LmeO,  III 

I  have  labored  the  last  six  months 
with  this  people— interrupted  only  by 
sickness.  The  last  fall  and  first  of 
winter  was  a  time  with  this  people  of 
deep  darkness.  Aside  from  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  which  they  deeply  fefc 
and  which  prottrated  numheni  so  that 
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they  were  unable  to  meet  even  trifling 
demandB-— a  failure  in  some  of  their 
crops,  and  an  entire  annihilation  c^  cash 
markets ;  we  were  visited  with  a  most 
fatal  disease  which  in  a  few  weeks 
swept  off  something  like  30  of  our  in- 
habitants. Of  this  number,  nearly  two 
thirds  were  professors.  It  took  some 
of  our  most  prominent  supporters,  as 
well  as  some  of  our  most  devoted  mem- 
bers. Always  weak,  and  just  com- 
mencing the  experiment  of  sustaining 
the  Gospel  themselves  —  their  re- 
sources dried  up,  and  those  on  whom 
they  specially  relied,  cut  off  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  by  death,  they  be- 
came greatly  disheartened  and  seriously 
agitated  the  question  of  giving  up  the 
effort.  Under  these  circumstances  they 
applied  for  aid. 

Just  at  this  time,  when  the  blackness 
of  darkness  seemed  to  cover  us,  a  *4ittle 
cloud"  began  to  rise  ;  it  moved  toward 
us.  The  hearts  of  Christians  began  to 
melt  and  run  together.  They  began  to 
confess  their  faults  one  to  another, 
and  pray  one  for  another ;  sinners  were 
moved,  and  began  to  cry,  "  what  shall 
we  do  to  be  saved  V  God  has  poured 
.upon  us  a  glorious  shower  of  sovereign 
mercy.  I  cannot  tell  the  number  of 
hopeful  subjects  of  the  work  thus  far. 
I  opened  my  unfinished  study  for  an 
inquiry  room,  and  of  those  that  have 
been  there,  I  have  the  names  of  about 
70  that  have  expressed  hq)es. 

The  converts  appear  remarkably  well, 
and  promise  to  be  working  Christians. 
They  range  from  the  child  up  to  the 
gray-headed  parent  The  children  of 
me  Maternal  Association  ind  of  the  Sab- 
bath school  have  shared  liberty  in  the 
work. 

I  have  made  it  tny  practice  to  visit 
from  house  to  house — ^to  visit  the  sick 
— to  converse  with  sinners — to  attend 
to  the  establishment  of  Sabbath  schools 
and  Bible  classes,  and  meetings  for 
prayer,  and  to  encourage  all  the  objects 
of  benevol^ce  according  to  my  power. 


From  R^.  A.  DqnaUson^  Dover,  III 

REVIVAL. 

The  present  year  was  ushered  in  with 


cheeringtokens  of  the  presence  of  the 
Spirit  Thew(»'k  commenced  about  the 
first  of  January,  in  a  family  recently 
from  the  city  of  New- York ;  and  nearly 
at  the  same  time  in  other  families,  who 
were  not  at  all  apprized  of  convictions 
of  sin  on  the  part  of  their  neighbors. 
The  circumstances  in  this  respect,  were 
redded  by  the  church,  as  convincing 
evidence  of  the  pervading  presence  of 
that  agency  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  the 
dead  are  raised  to  life ;  and  their  prayers, 
which  had  before  been  offered  in  much 
hope,  were  now  presented  with  an  as- 
surance which  seemed  to  regard  the 
blessing  as  within  their  reach.  In  the 
family  where  the  work  commenced,  there 
were  three  married  men,  all  skeptical, 
and  far  from  Grod.  They,  their  wives, 
and  indeed  the  whole  family  except  the 
mother,  had  formerly  been  constant 
attendants  at  the  theatre ;  and  presented 
many  things  to  discourage  a  hope  of 
their  conversion.  But  familiar  visita* 
tion  was  commenced  with  a  determina- 
tion to  attempt  to  make  suitable  answers 
to  their  objections,  and  to  press  the  fact, 
that  skepticism  of  the  heart  lay  at  the 
foundation  of  their  skeptical  theory. 
This,  which  in  other  cases  I  had  found 
to  be  the  most  successful  mode  of  attack 
upon  the  citadel  of  infidelity,  was  made 
the  ground  of  hope,  that  with  the  divine 
blessing,  these  souls  might  be  redeemed. 
It  was  also  much  insisted  on,  that  there 
is  with  infidels  in  our  favored  land,  an 
inward  conviction  on  the  side  of  (rod 
and  the  Bible,  which  demands  an  im- 
mediate relinquishment  of  all  infidel 
theory.  These  things  beinff  kept  pro^ 
minently  in  vie^,  £eir  infidelity  wa» 
treated  jLs  having  no  reality,  only  in 
respect  to  the  heart,  and  the  duties  of 
repentance,  and  of  immediately  giving 
the  heart  to  God,  were  constantly  urged, 
as  it  is  ordinarily  with  impenitent  sin- 
ners. 

This  method,  with  the  l^ssing  of 
heaven,  resulted  happily— as,  I  trust,  it 
will  very  generally,  when  entered  upon 
kindly  and  faithfully.  This  whole 
family,  eight  in  number,  are  gathered 
to  Zion ;  and  are  humble  and  efficient 
helpers  in  the  prayer-meetings.  They 
are  enraptured  with  the  pleasures  of  the 
Gospel ;  and  tell,  with  inspiring  emotion, 
how  vain  are  all  the  delights  of  the  gay 
aissembly  and  the  theatre;  and  bow 
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iso^itkBpitvag  Ite  j<ysr  of  setting  as  did 
Mxif  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  to  learn  <^ 
him. 

(  One  of  tiiese,  trained  a  pilot  ftom  his 
childhood,  at  the  port  of  New-York, 
^d  who  had  for  many  years  pursued 
this  business,  seemed  to  think  that  his 
liabit  of  unremitting  profaneness  would 
prove  incurable,  should  he  think  of  turn- 
ing his  attention  to  religion.  But  one 
memorable  evening,  when  he  was  made 
to  feel  the  enormous  weight  of  his  guilt, 
and  the  awfulness  of  Uod's  presence 
with  his  ^ilty  soul,  terminated,  at  a 
stroke,  all  nis  profaneness  ;  and  prayer 
and  praise  have  hung  upon  his  lips  for 
weeks.  He  now  feels,  that  only  rever- 
ence and  awe  become  him,  in  speaking>| 
that  eternal  Name  which  he  had  so 
oflen  taken  in  vain. 

Nearly  thirty  have  given  comfortable 
evidence  of  saving  conversion,  in  our 
limited  congregation.  Twenty-one  of 
these,  at  one  time,  made  public  profes- 
sion of  their  faith  in  Christ  No  means 
have  been  employed,  except  the  ordinary 
preaching  of  the  word,  the  prayer-meet- 
ings and  f^tmily  visitation.  This  is  the 
Lord's  doing,  and  we  rejoice  to  magnify 
his  name. 


•From  a  Lay  Member  of  a  Missionary 
Church, 

GRATEFUL  APPRECIATION  OF  ASSISTANCE. 

Those  who,  like  myself,  have  always 
lived,  until  our  abode  in  the  West,  in  the 
midst  of  a  devoted  aild  christian  com- 
munity, and  one  abundantly  supplied 
with  every  religious  privilege,  cannot 
but  express  their  thankfulness  for  a 
return  of  blessings  so  inestimable.  It 
is  to  institutions  such  as  yours,  that 
thousands  in  the  West  are  indebted  for 
like  mercies,  who,  without  your  aid, 
would  be  either  wholly  deprived  of  the 
means  of  grace,  or  thrown  into  the  gulf 
of  error,  which  is  overwhelming  this 
region  like  a  torrent 

1  am  among  the  first,  if  not  the  very 
first,  who  settled  in  this  county.  When 
I  located,  seven  years  ago,  my  nearest 
neighbor  south  was  7  miles  distant,  and 
north  55,  east  and  west  I  knew  of  none. 
Our  county  is  now  better  settled  ^an 


any  in  the  northern  part  of  Illmois.  If 
ti^e  settlers  in  this  section  are  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  West  in  general,  I 
should  say  there  is  a  readiness  to  receive 
religious  instruction^  but  either  a  culpa- 
ble indifference  to  doctrinal  trutii,  of 
ignorance  in  detecting  error.  The  fieM 
here  is  literally  White  unto  the  harvest, 
but  the  faithful  laborers  are  few.  GreaX 
exertion  seems  necessary  to  supply  the 
growinff  demands  «f  the  West,  and  to 
check  me  spread  of  error.  With  minds 
expansive  as  the  prairies  they  inhabit, 
set  free  in  a  great  measure  from  the 
restraints  of  society  and  example,  the 
people  are  in  many  instances  exposed 
to  the  delusions  of  any  error  the  sleight 
of  man  may  lay  before  them;  for  a 
teacher  of  ambiguous  sentiments  will 
find  a  hearingi  and  if  gifted  with  talents 
and  pleasing  address,  will  stand  as  well 
in  the  estimation  of  many,  as  the  most 
orthodox  preacher. 

Perhaps  it  is  some  consolation  to  re- 
flect that  one  impediment  to  the  very 
general  spread  of  contagious  doctrines, 
is  the  extreme  difiiculty  in  siij>porting  a 
minister  at  all,  and  your  liberal  aid 
coming  in  to  the  assistance  of  the  few 
who  willingly  contribute  of  their  penury, 
to  sustain  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel 
here,  will,  under  God's  blessing,  gready 
tend  to  counteract  their  influence.  The 
difficulty  in  collecting  funds  sufficient 
for  the  support  of  a  minister,  is  evi- 
denced in  the  case  of  Mr.  H r,  who 

labors  among  four  small  settlements 
covering  a  space  of  about  20  miles 
i  square,  and  to  make  up  even  the  half  of 
his  income,  the  largest  amount  is  taken 
in  produce. 


From  a  Missionary  Report 

1  have  preached  repeatedly  at  M— -• 
during  the  winter  and  the  early  part  of 
spring.  The  result  has  been  the  addi- 
tion of  16  members  to  a  little  church 
which  has  been  struggling  without  a 
minister  for  three  years.  There  were 
8  or  10  hopeful  conversions.  Two  New- 
England  Unrversalists  were  among  the 
number.  They  were  both  men  of  stand- 
ing, and  heads  of  families.  They  are 
now  zealous  for  the  faith  they  were  once 
laboring  to  destroy. 
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Here,  too,  I  kctured  on  temperance 
to  a  crowded  court-house.  The  first 
night,  39  (I  think,)  new  converts  to  the 
cause  joined  the  society,  which  now 
numhers  about  200. 

^  At  A 1  was  invited  to  address 

the  temperance  society.  The  first  eve- 
aing  I  found  a  "  Campbellite"  on  the 
ground  to  oppose  me.  We  prosecuted 
the  discussion  until  11  o'clock  P.  M.» 
when  my  oppcment  refused  to  continue 
the  debate.  The  pledge  was  then 
circulated,  and  20  new  signatures  ob^ 
tained.  I  appdnted  another  lecture  the 
next  week,  and  invited  my  good  friend, 
who  was  a  more  zealous  advocate  for 
the  external^  than  the  internal  applica- 
tion of  cold  water,  to  meet  me.  I  came 
at  the  time  appointed,  and  found  a  house 
JuU.  It  was  expected  that  one  of  the 
champions  of  Campbellism  would  be 
there.  But  I  had  clear  and  free  sailing. 
Twelve  more  gave  in  their  adherence 
to  tee-totalism. 


From  Rev,  N.  C.  Clark,  Dundee  and 
Elgin,  III 

The  people  at  Dundee  manifest  an 
increasing  interest  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion. The  meetings  there,  and  in  that 
neighborhood,  are  very  well  atttended, 
and  apparentiy  good  attention  is  given 
to  preaching.  There  is  less  open  Sab- 
bath-breaking and  profaneness.  There 
is,  however,  much  room  for  improve- 
ment of  morals  in  every  respect  There 
will  probably  be,  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
much  labor  for  christians  to  perform  in 
that  field. 

CHURCH  FORMED. 

A  few  days  since  I  organized  a  church 
at  Dundee  consisting  of  19  members. 
There  are  connected  with  the  formation 
of  that  church,  some  things  which  are 
very  interesting  to  me,  though  they 
may  not  appear  so  to  strangers,  for 
stangers  cannot  see  and  feel  the  circum- 
stances in  which  christians  are  placed 

,  in  this  country,  as  actual  observers  see 
and  feel  them.    Some  united  with  this 

,    church  who  brought  letters  three   or 


fcmr  yeiffa  old.  One  pe^B&i^A  &  lett^ 
bearing  date  Oct  1831.  The  reasons 
why  these  persons  remain  so  long  away 
from  the  church,  is,  doubtless^  in  a  large 
measure,  too  great  an  indifference  to  re- 
ligion; Ihou^some  have  been  remov- 
ing fifom  place  to  place,  and  have  not 
before  been  nearer  to  a  church  than 
eight  or  ten  miles,  and  have  had  no 
means  of  conveyance.  For  a  few 
months  past,  there  had  been  among 
those  who  have  now  associated  together 
as  a  church,  some  alienation  of  feeling, 
in  reference  to  the  form  of  church  gov- 
ernment, the  place  of  the  church,  and 
various  other  things.  Inconsequence 
of  liiis  I  had  been  almost  discouraged. 
But  a  day  was  set  apart  for  fasting  and 
prayer.  I  met  the  brethren  and  sisters 
in  the  afternoon.  The  time  was  spent 
in  jMrayer  and  familiar  conference.  Every 
difficulty  seemed  to  be  removed ;  har- 
mony was  restored,  and,  I  trust,  true 
brotherly  love  revived.  On  the  Satur- 
day following  the  church  was  organized; 
and  the  next  day,  the  Lord's  Supper 
was  celebrated.  We  had  an  interesting 
and  joyful  day.  Our  hope  now  is,  that 
the  church  will  move  on  unitedly  and 
efficiently. 

SHEEP  WITHOtJT  A  SHEPHERD. 

I  was  at  St.  Charles  two  weeks  since, 
they  have  no  minister  yet,  and  I  could 
not  learn  that  their  prospect  of  getting 
one  soon  was  very  promising.  My  heart 
bleeds  when  I  look  upon  that  people. 
It  is  a  flourishing  village.  A  congrega- 
tion of  five  or  six  hundred  might  be 
gathered,  if  they  had  a  minister  who 
would  induce  the  people  to  build  a 
meeting-house.  I  think,  however,  they 
will  build  next  summer.  They  have  a 
school-house  which  will  hold  a  respec- 
table congregation.  I  know  of  no  more 
important  field  of  labor  in  this  region. 
They  need  a  minister  of  the  first  stamp, 
one  who  may  be  able  ,to  contend  with 
infidelity  in  all  its  varied  forms. 

If  the  heart  of  this  brother  "  bleeds"  to 
behold  one  such  community  destitute,  and 
suffering  for  the  want  of  an  able  and  efficient 
minister,  what  must  be  the  feelings  of  those 
situated  at  the  focus  of  missionary  intelli- 
gence, to  whom  every  mail  bears  the  plaint 
of  thousands  starving  for  the  bread  of  life  1 
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INDIANA. 

From  Rev.  W,  C.  Rankin,  Owen  Co. 

The  last  three  months  have  been  spent 
in  family  visiting.  My  course  has  been 
to  visit  every  household  cpnnected 
with  our  church,  accompanied  by  one 
of  my  elders,  and  to  hold  a  family  prayer 
meeting.  My  custom  has  been  to  con- 
vene the  family,  and  such  of  the  neigh- 
bors as  attended,  sing  the  praises  of 
God,  pray  with  and  for  them,  and  read 
appropriate  portions  of  the  word  of  God, 
and  impart  religious  instruction  there- 
from relative  to  family  religion.  I  urge 
the  duty  of  heads  of  families  to  devote 
themselves,  their  children  and  house- 
holds, to  the  service  of  God,  and  espe- 
cially insist  on  the  importance  of  early 
religious  training  of  their  oifepring  in 
the  fear  and  admonition  of  the  LK^rd. 
Some  of  these  little  family  meetings 
have  been  very  interesting ;  and  indeed, 
to  my  own  soul  it  has  been  a  delightful 
work.  I  hope  it  will  prove  -to  be  the 
seed  of  much  good  to  this  church  in 
days  to  come. 

Our  session  have  called  a  meeting  of 
the  church  to  consult  on  the  best  plan 
for  securing  the  more  strict  observance 
of  the  Sabbath,  and  for  promoting  godli- 
ness among  the  members  of  the  church, 
as  well  as  throwing  a  more  salutary  in- 
fluence around  the  impenitent  This 
meeting  is  made  the  subject  of  prayer 
in  our  prayer  meetings,  in  our  families, 
and  in  our  closets.  May  the  Lord  crown 
the  effort  with  great  success ! 


KENTUCKY. 


UKGENT  APPEAL  FOE  MINISTEES. 


The  field  white  and  the  support  fledged. 


at  present,  is  the  need  of  men.  We 
organized  with  only  nine  ministers,  and 
we  have  now  only  two  licentiates  be^ 
sides.  The  wants  of  our  churches  have 
aroused  our  monied  men,  and  I  am  now 
I  prepared  to  offer  $600  a  year  each,  to 
two  good  missionaries.  We  have  iad 
the  money  for  some  months,  but  caimot 
get  the  men.  We  have  a  wide  and 
most  promising  field.  As  many  as  three 
or  four  churches  could  be  formed  at 
once  if  we  had  the  men.  In  Southern 
Kentucky  are  some  12  or  15  counties, 
and  not  a  Presbyterian  minister. 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

•  We  offer  a  good  salary,  with  the  view 
of  getting  good  men.  The  money  in 
this  case  is  raised  by  a  few  individuals, 
and  they  wish  to  prescribe  pretty  high 
qualifications, — as,  for  instance  :  1.  The 
missionary  must  be  a  zealous,  fluent 
preacher.  2.  Must  preach  extempo- 
raneously. 3.  Must  be  willing  to  labor 
hard,  and  endure  hardness  as  a  good 
soldier.  4.  Must  be  a  man  of  "  common 
sense,"  and  not  the  subject  of  offensive 
personal  habits,  or  fastidious  and  whim- 
sical notions. 

Now,  if  you  can  put  your  hand  on 
one  or  two  such  men,  who  are  willing 
to  come  to  Kentucky,  they  can  consider 
the  bargain  made,  according  to  the  above 
terms,  and  come  on  immediately. 

The   Presbyteries  of would 

be  glad  to  have  as  many  sent  to  each 
of  £em.  Indeed,  6  or  8  ministers,  such 
as  are  described  above,  can  get  imme- 
diate employment  in  this  state.  But 
drones,  and  men  full  of  whims  and  no- 
tions— if  you  are  afllicted  with  any  such, 
do  keep  them.  It  is  too  often  the  case, 
that  men  who  cannot  get  churches  in 
the  East,  or  if  they  get  them,  cannot 
keep  them,  are  sent  out  West  as  mis- 
sionaries.   It  is  worse  than  useless  ! 


You  are  aware  of  the  separate  organi- 
isation  of  the  constitutional  Presbyteri- 
ans in  Kentucky,  last  fall ;  and  of  our 
Synod  having  officially  invited  your  So- 
ciety to  extend  its  operations  into  our 
bounds.  Your  co-operation  is  greatly 
needed.  Your  General  Agent  tor  the 
West  is  aware  of  this,  and  has  gene 
rously  proposed  to  aid  us  to  the  limited 
extent  of  his  means.    Our  greatest  need 

VOL.  XIV.  6 


We  sympathize  in  the  convictions  of  our 
correspondent,  that  high  qualifications  are 
necessary  in  a  missionary  to  the  West ;  and 
we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  induce  men  of 
the  right  stamp  to  go  to  his  region,  where 
we  are  convinced,  a  field  of  great  importance 
is  open  before  them. 

At  the  same  time,  we  take  the  liberty  to 
disclaim,  at  least  so  far  as  the  A.  Q.  M.  S. 
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if  concernedi  the  sending  out  of  men  as  mis* 
sionaries,  who  are  rejected  by  the  eastern 
churches  as  incompetent.  We  are  yet  to 
learn  that  such  a  case  has  ever  occurred, 
among  the  hundreds  whom  this  Society  has 
introduced  mto  the  missionary  field. 


MICHIGAN. 

From  Rev,  N.  Cohhy  Genesee^  Mich. 

This  is  a  most  beautiful  country, 
though  most  of  it  is  in  the  state  of  nature. 
The  inhabitants  are  industrious,  and  the 
woods  are  fast  receding. 

The  pressure  of  the  hard  times  is 
severely  felt  by  us.  You  know  that 
most  of  our  banks  are  good  for  nothing, 
and  produce  bears  a  price  hardly  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  farmer  for  his  toils. 

The  morals  of  the  people  are  probably 
better  than  in  most  new  countries. 

The  northern,  eastern,  and  western 
region  presents  one  scene  of  destitution, 
much  of  it  but  sparsely  settled,  many 
little  neighborhoods  consisting  of  from 
3  to  6  families,  settled  from  2  to  10 
miles  from  any  other  inhabitants.  The 
people  in  the  bounds  of  my  labors  are 
more  compactly  settled.  Since  my  last 
report,  I  have  spent  more  than  a  week 
in  a  branch  of  our  church,  6  miles  dis- 
tant There  is  a  little  revival  in  pro- 
gress there,  and,  we  hope,  4  or  5  con- 
versions. Some  more  are  deeply  seri- 
ous. Christians  there  have  truly  been 
revived,  and  are  much  encouraged. 
There  has  been  a  very  happy  state  of 
feeling  in  a  church  eight  miles  distant, 
where  they  have  preachirig  half  of  the 
time,  and  two  hopeful  conversions.  You 
must  not  look  for  hundreds  of  conver- 
sions here,  as  in  old  countries.  Our  in- 
habitants are  too  scattered  ;  we  have 
too  many  persons  with  old  hopes,  who 
come  from  the  East  merely  to  get  rich ; 
and  hundreds  of  other  difficulties.  We 
think  it  a  great  work  to  have  a  dozen 
who  are  ready  to  leave  all  and  follow 
Christ 

This  surely  is  an  important  and  needy 
field  of  labor.  I  often  feel  almost  worn 
out,  but  hitherto  my  strength  has  not 
flailed  me. 


A  TIME  Of  darkness; 


My  report  must  be  different  from  what 
I  had  hoped.  Discom-agements  are  still 
thickenmg  around  us.  Pecuniary  em- 
barrassments  are  thought  to  be  heavier 
now  than  ever  before.  The  money  in 
circulation,  when  obtained,  iff  of  little 
value,  as  it  will  not  pay  debts  or  pur-* 
chase  necessaries.  Our  mechanics  can* 
not  get  stock  without  eastern  funds,  and 
these  cannot  be  obtained.  In  my  visits, 
I  find  many  children  who  cannot  be  clad 
decently  enough  to  be  seen,  even  at 
home.  Multitudes  cannot  be  got  ta 
meeting  or  to  Sabbath  school  Since 
my  last,  persecution  has  also  been  doing^ 
its  utmost  against  this  church.  It  seems 
to  have  been  the  common  opinion  among 
the  wicked,  and  many  of  other  denomi* 
nations,  that  this  church  must  be  put 
down.  As  their  minister,  the  shafts  of 
calunmy  fall  thickest  and  heaviest  on 
myself.  But  the  storm  has.  In  a  great 
measure,  spent  its  fury. 


•*  NOT  QUITE  THE  MAN  FOR  US." 

**A  sore  evil  that  is  seen  under  the  sun,*' 
and  not  confined  to  the  West. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  we 
have  to  cont^id  with  here,  is  a  feeling 
too  conunon  anoong  the  churches,  like 
this : — "  Our  minister  is  not  quite  the  man 
for  us.  He  is  a  good  man,  &c.,  but  do^s 
not  quite  suit  &e  people.  Mr.  ■  » 
where  we  came  from,  would  do  better. 
A  few  of  us  will  not  subscribe  quite  as 
much  as  we  have  done,  (or  not  at  all,) 
and  he  must  leave  ;  and  then  we  can 
look  out  for  another  man." 

"  Haud  ignarufl  mali,  miseris  succurrere  disco.** 

Perhaps  he  whom  they  would  regard 
as  "  quite  the  man,"  has,  at  the  East,  a 
large  congregation  and  a  liberal  salary, 
while  the  church  where  he  is  thus  de- 
sired do  not  think  of  offering  more  than 
a  third  or  half  as  much.  In  some  cases, 
they  have  drawn  away  such  a  man  from 
his  people,  and  after  he  has  been  here 
some  months,  and  they  have  become  ac- 
quainted with  his  manners,  and  what- 
ever of  novelty  there  was  about  him, 
lo!  Ae  "  is  not  quite  Uie  man." 
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REMARKS. 

So  far  as  a  careful  administration  of  the 
public  charity  may  tend  to  counteract  the 
caprice  of  feeble  churches,  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  aims  to  correct  the  evil  here 
4}orapIaiDed  of.  1 1  is  neither  seemly  nor  just, 
4hat  a  congregation  comprising  a  £ew  scores 
of  people,  in  a  restricted  field,  should  insist 
■on  having  a  minister  with  all  the  varied 
qualifications  which  fit  him  to  take  the  over- 
sight of  as  many  hundreds.  Even  if  they 
«liouId  procure  a  minister  with  all  the  gifts 
ithey  require,  he  could  not  long  retain  his 
pre-eminence,  without  books  to  supply  the 
4rain  upon  his  resources,  and  leiirare  to  study 
them.  But  a  library  and  leisure  imply  a 
generous  support.  And  the  absence  of  this 
support  is  often  the  cause  why  the  minister 
runs  down  intellectually,  and  loses  his  hold 
upon  the  intelligence  and  afiection  of  his 
people. 

If,  therefore,  any  congregation  has  a  pastor, 
whom  they  believe  to  be  a  pious  man,  and  a 
man  of  at  least  ordinary  talents,  but  yet 
'*not  quite  the  man  for  them;"  before  they 
fun  the  risk  of  a  change,  let  them  try  the 
ibllowmg  experiment.  Let  them  make  his 
supportsuch  that  he  shall  be  delivered  from 
the  cramps  of  poverty  —  from  that  worst  of 
all  secular  cares,  the  hourly  concern  for  food 
and  raiment  for  himself  and  his  children. 
Then  let  them  see  that  he  is  supplied  with 
such  a  library^  that  he  may  feel  himself  to  be 
once  more  a  man,  and  in  communion  with 
the  noble  minds  of  past  and  present  times, 
and  thus  secure  his  own  respect;  and  proba- 
bly his  people  will  find  that,  after  all,  he  is 
the  very  man  for  them. 

But  we  hav«  a  few  words  to  say  also  to 
ministers.  There  is  some  reason  in  the  de- 
mand of  western  congregations  for  a  high 
order  of  qualifications,  particularly  those 
qualifications  by  which  the  pubhc  attention 
and  con^dence  are  arrested  and  secured. 
In  the  older  states,  the  claims  of  religion 
are  admitted ;  the  whole  fabric  of  society  is 
constructed  with  the  assumption  that  piety 
is  good  and  vice  is  evil.  In  the  new  states, 
all  is  unsettled ;  even  the  first  principles  have 
yet  to  be  ascertained  and  embedded  in  the 
popular  mind.  There  is  no  tru th  nor  institu- 
tion of  religion  that  is  not  liable  to  be  called 
in  qoestbn.    Ministers  for  suoh  a  state  of 


thuigs,  need  to  be  men  who  have  their  re- 
sources at  command,  and  especially  who  are 
willing  to  study  and  appreciate  the  circum- 
stances which  mould  the  western  character. 
He  who  will  not  do  this,  but  persist  in  judg- 
ing and  treating  men  according  to  the  prind- 
ples  and  associations  which  he  has  treasured 
up  in  older  communities,  must/at/  toJU  the 
West,  On  this  point  we  quote  the  language 
oi  a  correspondent.  "  The  West  most  have 
men  of  piety  and  talents.  But  men  may 
come  here  bringing  all  the  classics  of  the 
college,  and  all  the  theology  of  the  seminary, 
and  yet  not  be  able  to  move  western  mind. 
I  remember  to  have  heard  a  man  preach,  just 
from  an  eastern  seminary.  I  pitied  him. 
His  sermons  were  good ;  but  in  preaching, 
when  he  raised  his  eyes  torn  his  notes^  they 
were  fixed  on  the  floor  before  him.  Few 
wished  to  hear  him  the  second  time.  Were 
you  to  send  ever- so  many  men  of  thli^  kind, 
the  Free  Will  Baptists,  Christians,  and  other 
sects  who  have  never  seen  the  inside  of  a 
seminary  of  learning,  but  who  are  self-taught, 
and  have  the  tact  to  seize  and  manage  the 
western  mind,  would  draw  their  congrega- 
tions from  them." 


From  Rev,  V,  D.Taylor,  Comstock^Mich, 

I  have  felt  much  depressed  on  account 
of  the  little  success  of  my  labors  here, 
and  sometimes  have  feared  that  I  had 
mistaken  the  path  of  duty  in  coming 
here.  But  since  my  last,  I  have  hoped 
that  my  labor  has  not  been  wholly  in 
vain.  In  the  early  part  of  last  winter 
I  conmienced  a  course  of  lectures  in  a 
neighborhood  where  the  most  of  the 
people  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  at- 
tending religious  services  of  any  kind, 
although  they  were  regularly  held  at  a 
short  distance  from  them.  This  lecture, 
however,  was  well  attended  through  the 
winter,  and  much  of  the  time  was  quite 
full  and  solemn.  At  the  commencement, 
there  were  only  two  families  in  which 
there  were  even  the  forms  of  reliffion,  and 
the  place  was  considered  decidedly  of 
an  irreligious  character.  But  a  new 
state  of  uiings  has  succeeded ;  and  out 
of  twelve  families,  there  are  now  only 
four  but  may  justly  be  considered  reli- 
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gious  faxniliea  There  have  already 
been  a  number  of  rather  important  cases 
of  hopeful  conversion,  and  there  are 
others  apparently  deeply  impressed,  and 
afford  encouragement  of  a  happy  issue. 
Calls  for  more  meetings  have  multi- 
plied, both  in  the  limits  of  my  own  con- 
gregation and  in  the  surrounding  settle- 
ments. I  have  been  out  more  or  lees 
as  circumstances  would  admit,  and  have 
preached  in  the  towns  of  Ross  and 
Charlestown,  and  expect  to  continue  to 
do  so  as  far  as  possible.  On  the  whole, 
I  feel  that  the  Lord  is  passing  this  way, 
and  that  nothing  is  wanting  but  the 
efficient  action  of  his  people  in  order  to 
witness  a  general  revival  of  his  work  in 
this  community. 

PECUNIARY  EMBABRASSMENTS  OF  THE 
CX)UNTBT. 

Our  pecuniary  prospects  in  this  coun- 
try grow  no  brighter,  but  much  darker ; 
though  we  aU  hoped  it  would  be  other- 
wise. We  find  it  next  to  impossible  to 
obtain  the  necessary  means  to  purchase 
clothing,  so  as  to  be  comfortable  and 
decent.  For  some  time  past  there  has 
been  very  little  money  in  circulation  in 
this  state,  and  that  little  has  been  on  the 
Bank  of  Michigan,  and  a  few  days  since, 
an  injunction,  it  is  reported,  was  served 
on  that,  so  we  are  left  without  even  this 
poor  alternative  in  surmounting  the  diffi- 
culties we  have  to  encounter.  I  had  just 
before  sold  a  draft  here  on  your  treasury 
for  money,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
left  on  my  hands,  and  will  probably 
prove  a  loss.  How  your  mission- 
aries are  to  ^et  along  m  prosecuting 
your  great  and  praiseworthy  enterprise, 
to  me  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture.  My 
only  confidence  and  hope  is  in  the  never- 
failing  promise  of  God.  This,  I  am 
sure,  iinll  not  fail»  though  banks  and  all 
other  temporal  securities  should.  Were 
it  not  for  your  Society,  I  can  see  no 
t)ther  way  but  that  many^and  in  all  pro- 
bability, a  mcyority  of  the  laborers  on 
the  new  fielda  at  the  great  West  must 
leave  their  stations. 

Whatever  difficulties  and  trials  we 
have  to  encounter,  I  feel  assured  that 
we  share  largelv  in  the  sympathies  of 
our  patrons,  and  that  constant  prayer  is 
ascending  to  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church^both  for  our  spiritual  and tem< 


pwal  prosperity :  and  this,  you  may  be 
assured,  is  a  great  comfort  to  us. 

SOMETHING  MUST  BE  DONE. 

A  thousand  soeh  facts  as  are  detailed  in 
the  foregoing  letter,  demand  that  the  ra- 
soorces  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  be 
greatly  increased.    Let  it  be  remembered : 

1.  That  it  is  this  Society,  (as  this  mission- 
ary asserts  above,)  that  by  its  patronage 
keeps  a  large  proportion  of  the  ministry  in 
the  western  field.  And  is  not  this  a  great 
and  good  work — a  work  deserving  a  liberal 
supply  of  means? 

2.  Not  only  should  the  ministers  who  are 
now  in  the  field  be  sustained,  but  many 
others  ought  to  be  sent  there.  They  are 
needed,  and  they  are  ready  to  go. 

3.  If  they  are  not  sent  and  sustained  in 
the  destitute  portions  of  the  country,  the 
following  evils  will  inevitably  ensue :  1.  Un« 
employed  preachers  will  accumulate  in  the 
older  states,  beyond  the  demand  for  them 
there;  hence  they  will  be  obliged  to  turn 
their  attention  to  secular  pursuits ;  the  dig- 
nity of  the  office  will  be  let  down;  the 
church,  under  the  mistaken  idea  that  what 
is  only  an  uneqital  distribution  is  tfk  actual 
surplus^  will  relax  her  efforts  for  the  training 
of  mmisters,  and  consequently,  when  the 
missionary  spirit  shall  again  revive  in  the 
church,  and  she  shall  look  around  for  her 
sons  to  go  to  the  destitute  and  to  the  hea- 
then, they  will  not  be  found,  and  the  work 
must  stand  still  while  another  generation  of 
preadiers  is  educated.    2.  Meanwhile  the 

'  golden  opportunity,  the  critical  time  for  de- 
ciding the  rescue  of  immense  portions  of  our 
country  from  the  reign  of  wickedness  and 
error,  and  their  people  from  eternal  death, 
will  have  passed  away,  never  to  relurm 
Now,  much  of  the  West  may  be  pre-occupied 
by  the  truth  i  a  few  years  hence,  truth  will 
have  to  fight  with  a  hundred  foeJ  for  every 
inch  of  ground  she  gains. 

In  view  of  the  too  general  insensibilitty  to 
the  great  interests  at  stake,  and  the  value  of 
the  present  opportunity,  we  almost  seem  to 
see  the  Savior  of  men,  bending  over  our  be- 
k}ved  country,  and  saying,  as  he  did  of  Jero* 
salcm :— If  thou  haost  known,  kvjbn  tuov, 

Ur  THIS  7HV  OAT,  THB  THIK08  THAT  UO-OSM 
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TO  THY  PBACtf— BOT  KOW  TBBT  AMM  HIDDIN 
rSOM  THINS  BTES! 


INDISFENSABLENESS  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

From  Rev,  O.  C.  Thompsom^  Port  Hu- 
rorif  Mich. 

I  have  just  finished  another  quarter  of 
the  year  for  which  I  am  commissioned 
to  preach  the  Gospel  in  these  f)art8,  as 
a  missionary  of  that  Society,  which  I 
confidently  believe,  is  doing  more  for 
the  western  country,  than  all  other  be- 
nevolent societies.  I  do  not  see  haw  it 
is  possible  for  a  single  minister  to  live  in 
this  country,  if  it  were  not  for  the  A. 
H.  M.  S.  I  still  preach  statedly  as  I  re- 
ported last  A  week  ago,  yesterday,  I 
went  to  Algonac  to  organize  a  church. 
Fifteen  were  admitted  to  the  church, 
and  others  will  come  in  soon  to  increase 
it  to  about  twenty.  The  Lord  was  with 
us  at  the  sacramental  season.  Although 
the  travelling  was  exceedingly  bad,  in 
consequence  of  the  rain  and  mud,  yet 
the  house  was  filled  to  overflowing ;  and 
again  in  the  evening,  which  was  very 
dark  and  rainy,  a  solemn  audience  as- 
sembled, and  as  the  truth  was  proclaim- 
ed, there  was  evident  emotion  among 
the  people.  This  is  the  congregation 
in  which  I  reported  twelve  conversions, 
two  years  ago  j  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  every  one  of  them  hold  on  faith- 
fully, and  now  constitute  nearly  three 
fourths  of  the  church.  They  are  most 
of  them  heads  of  families. 


A  CONGREGATION  IN  CANADA. 

My  Canada  congregation  increases 
in  numbers,  and  interest,  and  courage. 
Theiy  begin  to  think  they  can  form  a 
church,  and  get  a  minister,  and  they 
probably  will  do  so  the  coming  summer. 
They  had  never  associated  as  a  religious 
body,  till  I  commenced  preaching  among 
them  last  fall.  They  have  written  to 
Scotland  for  a  minister,  and  are  en- 
couraged to  hope  that  they  will  be  suc- 
cessfiiL 

6* 


ENDURING*  RARimSSS. 

I  no  not  often  speak  of  harddiips  and 
trials,  but  allow  me  to  speak  of  a  trip 
last  Winter.  I  started  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, and  found,  after  arriving  at  S , 

(twelve  miles,)  that  they  were  about  to 
bury  one  of  my  old  neighbors,  and  I 
was  urged  to  preach  a  fimeral  sermon. 
I  had  one  hour's  notice.  During  that 
time  information  was  given  through  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  audience  filled 
the  court-house.  I  preached,  and  the 
blessing  of  Jacob's  God  was  upon  us. 
I  left  them  to  carry  the  corpse  to 
the  grave,  and  pursued  my  journey.  It 
occupied  nearly  two  days  to  go  thirty 
miles.  The  last  seven  miles  used  up  a 
full  half  day  of  hard  labor  for  myself  and 
horse.  I  was  almost  literally  covered 
with  mud.    But  the  dear  brethren  and 

sisters  at  A refreshed  and  comforted 

me. 

On  my  way  back,  I  found  that  the 
high  waters  had  carried  oflf  the  bridges, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  swim  my  horse 
over  a  river.  The  ice  literally  froze 
to  his  hair  on  coming  out  of  the  water. 
But  I  kept  him  in  motion  and  pursued 
my  way  home,  without  receiving  essen- 
tial injury. 


From  Rev.  H  Smith,  Bristol^  Lapeer  co. 

Mich.  * 

REVIVAL. 

Last  spring,  in  each  of  thecongrega* 
tious,  with  whom  I  statedly  labor,  there 
was  more  than  usual  attention  to  the 
means  of  grace.  Saints  were  revived, 
and  some  impenitent  sinners  awakened, 
and  hopefully  converted  to  God. 


From  Henry  Co1man*8  Address  before  the  American 
Institttte,  New- York. 

AGRICULTURAL  CAPABILITIES  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Of  8^1  countries,  to  none  is  agriculture  more 
suited^  no  where  can  it  be  more  successfully 
prosecuted  than  in  the  United  States.  With 
a  climate  extending  through  sixteen  degrees 
of  latitude,  in  the  most  fevored  zone,  there  is 
scarcely  a  vegetable,  or  fruit,  or  cereal  grain^ 
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which  may  not  in  lome  portion  of  it  be  sue-  H  servility  and  degradation.      Let  us  thank 


cessfully  cultivated.  With  an  unmeasnred 
extent  of  teils  of  unsurpassed  fertility,  every 
product  conducive  to  comfort,  health  and  lux- 
1^,  is,  under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  at  the 
command  of  the  cultivator.  With  land  to  be 
had  almost  for  the  asking,  and  where  a  year's 
labor  will  purchase  for  any  industrious  man 
an  ample  farm ;  with  a  perfect  security,  ki  the 
free  States,  of  the  fruits  of  one's  industry ; 
with  an  exemption  from  all  burdensome  taxa- 
tion ;  with  markets  as  good  as  any  part  of  the 
world  presents ;  with  lines  of  intercommuni- 
cation, rapid,  easy,  and  certain,  which  abdish 
all  distance,  and  which  tend  to  equalize  the 
advantages  of  the  whole  country ;  and  with 
a  government  spreading  its  broad  shield  of 
protection  over  all,  and  whose  weight,  like 
that  of  the  element  in  which  we  live,  no  man 
feels,  unless  he  opposes  it;  and  in  the  exemp- 
tion from  internal  discord  and  foreign  war, 
there  is  no  example  of  a  nation  more  ^vored. 
In  the  fact  that  every  sober  and  industrious  man 
may  become  a  freeholder  of  the  soil,  may 
have  a  home  which  he  may  call  his  own — a 
word  so  fragrant  and  delicious  to  the  heart — 
and  by  reasonable  tgil  and  frugality,  may  rear, 
educate,  and  comfortably  endow  a  family,  and 
this  without  hindrance,  or  fear  of  oppression 
or  authorized  robbery  and  pillage,  we  witness 
a  privileged  condition  of  mankind,  an  en- 
couragement to  enterprise,  labor  and  good 
conduct,  the  counterpart  to  which  has  never 
been  found.  In  other  countries  the  condition 
of  labor  has  been  a  condition  of  restraint, 


God,  that  there  exists  in^our  country  no  other 
rank  than  moral  rank.  Here,  without  preju* 
dicing  his  neighbor's  interest,  and  where  die 
success  of  any  one  brines  equal  good  to  the 
community  as  to  himself,  every  man  m^ 
aspire  to  the  highest  attainments  which  his 
ambition  can  ask.  In  the  old  countries  dis- 
cussions are  continually  going  on  which  op* 
press  the  benevolent  heart  with  shame  and 
grief,  as  to  the  means  by  which  population 
shall  be  checked,  early  marriages  discouraged 
and  prevented,  and  the  condition  of  the  poor 
rendered  still  more  wretched  by  the  want  of 
those  domestic  ties  and  affections,  which  are 
the  sources  of  the  purest  happiness  and  the 
most  powerful  security  of  virtue.  Centuries 
must  elapse  before  such  questions  can  have 
any  interest  with  us.  We  have  more  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  acres  of 
public  lands  to  be  disposed  of;  and  not  a 
State  in  the  Union  has  reached  a  sixth  part  of 
the  population,  which  it  is  capable  of  sustain- 
ing in  abundance  and  luxury.  When  to  this 
we  add  the  increased  production,  which  must 
come  firom  an  enlightened  and  improved  agri- 
culture, even  where  agriculture  has  been 
deemed  among  us  to  be  most  enlightened  and 
improved,  we  may  give  ourselves  little  con- 
ceni  for  a  period  so  far  distant  in  the  coming 
future,  as  that  when  our  nation  shall  be  crowd- 
ed for  room;  when,-  under  free  institutions, 
those  who  labor  shall  want  bread ;  and  the 
birth  of  a  child  shall  be  regarded  as  a  curse 
to  the  state. 


INTERESTING  TABLES. 


From  the  memorial  of  Joshua  LeaviU  to  Congress,  setting  forth  the  importance  of  an  eqoitable  and 
'    adequate  market  for  American  wheat. 

Table  I. 

Showing  the  population  of  the  six  new  States  of  the  northwest  in  the  years  1810, 1820,  1830,  and  1840, 
with  the  increase  per  cent,  in  each  period  of  ten  years. 
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Ohio 

.  230,760 

581,434 

152 

937,675 

61 

1,515,695 

61.5 

Indiana   - 

24,520 

147,178 

500 

341,582 

132 

683,314 

100 

Illinois     -     •    - 

12,282 

55,211 

349 

157,575 

185 

486,173 

208 

Michigan 

4,762 

8,896 

87 

28,600 

222 

211,705 

640 

Wisoncsin* 

— ^  , 

— 

2,660 

— 

30,692 

1,054 

Iowa*      -        - 
Total      - 

202 

85 

43,117 

102 

262,324 

792,719 

1,468,092 

2,970,696 

*  In  1638  Wisconsin  had  18,149  inhabitants ;  and  Iowa  had  82,859.    Consequently,  Wisconsin  kaa 
gained,  in  two  years,  12,430,  or  69  per  cent  |  and  Iowa  has  gained,  in  two  years,  20,358,  or  90  per  cent. 
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Tablk  II. 


Showing  the  number  of  square  miles  of  territory  in  each  of  the  six  northwestern  States,  with  the  prekent 
population  to  a  square  mile  ;  and  the  number  of  acres  of  land  in  the  hands  of  individual  owners,  and 
the  numbmr  to  each  inhabitant  of  the  lands  in  private  ownership,  and  of  the  whole  lands. 


i 
1 

2  05 

Inhabitants 

to  a 
square  mile. 

Acres 

in  private 

hands. 

Acres 
sold  to  each 
inhabitant. 

Wholeacres 

to  each 
inhabitant 

Ohio  - 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan    ^ 
Wisconsin  - 
Iowa  - 

Total     - 

38,800 
35,100 
56.000 
48,622 
46,622 
11,067 

39 

18 

8.6 

4.3 

.6 

3.9, 

12.6 

23,162,988 
18,174,919 
17,299,942 
10,175,517 
1,915,793 
1,069,255 

15.2 

28 

35.5 

48 

62.4 

24.8' 

24.5 

15.7 

37 

73.9 
189 
1,540 
164 

60 

236,211 

72,798,414 

The  six  northwestern  States,  (including,  as 
such,  the  two  territorial  governments,  soon  to 
be  admitted  as  States,)  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  spread 
over  a  surface  of  236,211  square  miles,  not 
including  the  portions  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa, 
still  heldJtiy  the  Indians.  Being  situated  in 
a  temperate  and  healthful  climate,  with  the 
greatest  natural  facilities  for  communication 
abroad,  with  a  soil  of  amazing  fertility,  they 
constitute  a  region  of  country  as  well  adapted 
to  the  residence,  support,  improvement,  and 
happiness  of  man,  as  any  equal  portion  of  the 
globe.  Their  present  population  is  2,969,696, 
being  only  12.6  to  a  square  mile.  Of  the 
178,606,672  acres  of  land  in  those  States 
(excluding  Indian  lands,  as  above)  72,693,414 
acres,  or  40  per  cent.,  have  already  passed 
into  private  otonerthip,  by  sales,  grants,  or 
i-eserves.  The  land  in  private  ownership  gives 
24.£(  acres  to  each  inhabitant,  and  is  more  by 
11,771,414  acres  than  all  the  land  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  that  is  capable  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  land  actually  sold  by  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  regarded  as  all  bought  for  culti- 
vation, and  exceeds  by  more  than  Jive  millions 
the  quantity  now  under  cultivation  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  sales  in  the  last  eight 
years  are  31,758,666  acres,  being  only  two 
and  a  quarter  millions  less  than  the  land  now 
cultivated  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain.  Of 
this  quantity,   10,068,999  acres,  or  31  per 


cent.,  were  sold  in  the  last  four  years,  since 
ike  season  of  speculation  was  over ;  which 
fact,  taken  in  connection  with  the  vast  influx 
of  emigration  duringthe  preceding  four  years, 
conclusively  proves  that  a  much  smaller  pro- 
portion of  the  land  sales  of  that  remarkable 
period  in  these  States,  were  taken  for  specu- 
lation than  is  generally  supposed.  At  the 
rate  of  sales  of  the  whole  eight  years,  the 
lands  in  these  States  would  be  entirely  dis- 
posed of  in  less  than  twenty  years ;  and  at  the 
rate  of  the  last  four  years,  the  whole  would 
be  sold  in  seventy-two  years. 

The  actual  increase  of  population  in  these 
States  shows  that  there  is  something  in  our 
land  system,  our  freedom  firom  taxation,  and 
the  general  character  of  free  institutions,  as 
spread  over  this  region  by  the  benign  influence 
of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  eminently  calculated 
to  impart  a  healthy  vigor  to  a  rising  empire, 
beyond  dny  precedent  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  Forty  years  ago,  the  whole  civilized 
population  of  this  district  was  but  50,240 ; 
now,  it  is  2,970,696.  The  ratio  of  increase 
during  each  decennial  period  of  this  century 
is  483,— 202,-85,— and  102  per  cent.  The 
numerical  increase  of  the  last  ten  years  is 
1,502,604,  being  more  in  number  than  the 
whole  increase  of  England  and  Wales  during 
the  first  sixty  years  of  the  last  century.  The 
increase  per  cent,  is  greater  than  the  increase 
per  cent,  of  England  and  Wales  during  the 
whole  of  that  century. 
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AppoifUmenU  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A*  H,  M.  S.,  from  May  Itt  t9 

June  lit,  1841. 


Rev.  W.  P.  Kendrick,  Branchport;  N.  Y. 

Rev.  E.  Buckingham,  Coshocton,  O. 

Rev.  8.  Peet,  Agent  in  the  West 

Rev.  C.  Nichols,  Spring  Prairie,  Wis.  Ter. 

Rev.  J.  Gibbs,  Colored  Ch.,  Dutch  Lane,  L.  I. 

Rev.  T.  Bird,  Thomtown,  Lebanon  and   Bethri 

Chhs.,Ind. 
Rev.  C.  Cook,  h  urora.  III.     n 
Rev.  L .  M.  S.  Smith,  Troy,  Mich. 
Rev.  Philander  Bates,  Utica,  Mich. 


Rev.  T.  Lippincott,  Marine  SettUsment,  IlL 

Not  tn  wmmiMilm  Uut  yemr. 

Rev.  Charles  Crocker,  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Friendship^ 

N.Y. 
Rev.  S.  C.  Holmes,  Great  Valley,  N.  Y. 

Rev. Jeffers,  Lawrence,  Jiich. 

Rev.  A.  B.  Hitchcock,  to  go  to  Iowa. 

*«*  N.  B.  Most  of  the  appointments  made  in  the 
month  of  May,  were  inadvertently  inserted  in  the 
last  number  of  the  Home  Missionary. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  redft  of 
.     the  following  sums  from  May  ist  to'  June  ist,  1841. 


VERMONT— 

Dorset,  Mrs.  S.  C.Jaekson, 

MASSACHUSETTS— 
Missionary  Society,  pr.  B.  Perkins,  Assis. 

Treas., 
Norfolk  County,  friend,  by  do., 
Northampton,  a  friend,  by  E.  Williams, 

Esq., 
South  Hadley,  Young  Men's  H.  M.  S., 
fcturbridge,  friend,  by  Rev.  D.  R.  Austin,  100  00  ' 
Sutton,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc.,to  const.  Mrs.  ' 

Abigail  Morse  a  L.  W.,  by  W.  C.  Capron,   47  00 
West  Springfield,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the 

late  Rev.  J.  L.  Pomeroy,  by  L»Strong, 

Esq., 
CONNECTICUT— 
Bristol,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 

Thames  WUcox,  by  B.  Ely,  Ex'r., 
Deep  River,  coll,  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Chap- 


500 


864  46 
50  00 


900  00 
64  00 


250  00 


715  00 


836 
50  00 


Farmington,  Mrs.  Mary  Rowe,  to  const. 

James  H.  North  a  L.  M., 
Greens  Farms,  a  friend,  to  const.  Rev. 

Dan  C.  Curtis  a  L.  M., 
Middletown,  Fem.  H.M.  S^  by  Eliza  J. 

Cotton,  Sec.,  to  const.  Mrs.  Harriet 

Crane  a  L.  M.,$31;  Deac.  S.  Galpin,  $5; 

Mrs.  Hannah  Benham,  $2, 
i9ew-London,  by  E.  Learned,  Esq.,  a 

friend,  to  const  Mrs.  Frances  Chew  a 

L.  M.,  $30 ;  First  Ch.,  Sew.  Soc,  $20 ;. 

Ladies,  of  which  $30  is  from  a  friend, 

to  const  Miss  Eunice  A.  Law  a  L.  M., 

$74, 
Northford,  Union  Benev.  Soc^  by  H.  E. 

Hodges, 
Norwidk,  Edward  W.  Stewart,  L.  M^ 

Second  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw, 

to  ccmst  Mrs.  Eliza  C.Shaw  a  L.  M., 

Norwich,   Joseph  Otis,  by  Rev.  J.  A. 

Murray, 
Reading,  Rev.  J.  Bartlctt, 
Simsbury,  a  young  lady,  by  B.  Ely, 
0outhington,  Cong.  Ch.,  of  which  $30 

is  from  Timothy  Higgins,  L.  M., 
Stonington,  coll.  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Edwards, 
Suffield,  First  Ch.,  Ladies  Sew.  Socv, 

Lucy  King,  Tr., 
Washington,  a  friend, 
Westbrook,  Cong.  Ch.,  Young  Ladies 

Benev.  Soc,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Hyde, 

NEW-YORK — 
Amenia,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  A,  Underwood,  13  80. 
Beekmantowp,  Presb.  Ch.,  10  00  ( 


30  00 


38  00 


124  00 

12  00 

30  00 

31  13 

25  00 
300! 
200 

87  00 
42  00 

12  00 
200 

426 


Bethlehem,  John  Clemence,  by  J.  B<  Page,    5  OO 

Brooklyn,  viz : 
First  Preab.  Ch.^  Juvenile  Miss.  Soc, 

by  A.  W.  Benson,  168  30 ;  friend,  5,     173  30 
Second  Preab.  Ch.,  100  75^ 

Third  Preab.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Lewis,    75  OO 

Cortlandville,  Fem.  Circle  of  Industry  iti 

fart  to  const.  H.  Nelson  a  L.  M.,  10; 
resb.  Ch.,  coll.  in  part  24;  Rev.  R. 
Lockwood,  10;  Mrs.  Lockwood,  5;  JL 
D.  Lockwood,  1 ;  for  discount  on  un- 
current  money,  1,  51  00 

Cincinnatus,  N.  Y.,  coll.  13  73 ;   Miss 

Hannah  Kinsman,  5;  by  Mrs.  Ball, 
Cambridge, 

Freedom  Plains,  Presb.  Ch.,  colL, 
Nassau,  Presb.  Ch.,  colL  in  part  to  const 

Rev.  Sydney  Biyant  a  L.  M., 
New-York  City,  viz.: 
Bleecker-a^  CA.,  Female  Assoc,  121 87; 

Mon.  Con.  ColL,  15  79, 
Central  Ch.,F.B\k\i, 
Mercer-at.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con.  ColL,  by  T. 

S.  Nelson, 
Murray-at,  CK,  a  lady,  by  Rev.  Dr. 

M'Auley, 
rilla%e  Ch.,  R.  Hunt, 
W.C.R., 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Jathsea, 
Roadout  N.  Y.,  Presb.  Cbn  by  Rev.  X 

M.  Sayre, 
Sag  Harbor,  Mrs.  Clarissa  Sleight, 
Troy,  Second  Preab,  Ch.,  by  C.  Lyman, 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Hanover,  John  Young,  by  T.  S.  Waid,. 
Newark,  W.W., 
Rockaway,  T.  Morris. 
PENNBYLVANU- 
Cherry  Ridge,  Miss  M.  Darling,  by  Rev. 

J.  M.  Babbitt,  3  SO 

Philadelphia : — 
Fifth  Preab.  Ch.,  Mrs.  Falconer  in  fhll 
to  const  Archibald  Falconer  a  L.  M.,     10  00 
GEORGU- 

M'Donough,  John  Dailey,  by  A.  C.  Bull,      18  75 
OHIO— 

CirclevUle,  by  Rev.  J.  Cable^  20  00 

ILLINOIS— 
A  friend,  by  J.  Hyde,  Esq.,  100  00 

Cash,  50  00 


18  73 
820 
450 

15  0$ 

137  66 
10  00 

42  88 

50  00 
125 

l«0d 
100 

20  00 

100 

10  00 

562 

50  00 
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$3,618  15 
J.  CORNING,  Treasurer* 
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THE  DRUNKARD'S  WIFE. 

[Abridged  from  the  Canada  Temperance  Advo- 
cate,  for  April,1841.J 

Twenty-seven  years  ago,  I  was  not 
what  I  am  now.  My  ey6  was  then 
bright;  my  cheek  was  the  picture  of 
health;  and  my  heart  was  light  and 
blithesome.  I  was  then  a  stranger  to 
care.  I  had  then  never  experienced 
one  pang  of  disappointment  arising  from 
hope  deferred.  The  world  was  to  me 
full  of  promise ;  and  my  imagination 
looked  forward  to  many  ftiture  years  of 
calm  and  tranquil  happiness. 

Twenty-seven  years !  How  often  does 
memory  carry  me  back  to  that  green 
sunny  spot  in  my  existence !  I  was  then 
a  delighted,  happy  wife.  My  husband 
was  one  of  the  most  prcnnising  and  in- 
telligent young  men  in  the  village.  He 
was  to  me  so  kind  and  so  attentive-^so 
full  of  affection  and  tenderness.  I  loved 
him  then ;  I  love  him  still ;  and  I  trust 
I  shall  love  him  until  I  die.  Our  pros- 
pects then  were  the  most  encouraging. 
Well  do  I  remember  the  beautiful  man- 
sion  which  my  father  gave  me,  and  the 
splendid  furniture  with  which  it  was 
stored.  The  costly  sideboard,  with  the 
glittering  vases  and  glasses  which  co- 
vered it;  and  the  elegant  decanters, 
sparkling  so  brilliantly  with  the  choice 
wines  contained  in  them.  Oh  that  wine 
that  wine !  how  like  the  serpent  it  stole 
into  the  Eden  of  our  bhsB,  and  stamped 
a  curse  on  me  and  mine,  unutterable 
and  indescribable.  But  I  was  then 
young  and  thoughtless.  I  poured  out 
the  wine  for  my  young  companions  as 
they  called  upon  me.  I  laughingly 
urged  those  who  were  temperate  to 
drmk  only  one  glass.  Like  a  tool,  I  was 
sporting  with  the  very  temptation,  the 


most  fatal  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
families.  Experience — ^bitter,  sad  ex« 
perience — has  taught  me  this ;  and  the 
agony  of  heart  and  the  tears  of  anguish 
I  have  shed  for  this,  my  youthful  folly, 
can  only  be  known  at  the  judgment. 

One  year  after  my  marriage,  I  gave 
birth  to  my  first-born,  a  fair  and  beauti- 
ful boy.  Oh,  how  many  hours  of  happi* 
ness — pure  and  unalloyed — ^have  I  spent 
in  sporting  with  and  nursing  that  young 
immortal.  How  fondly  was  my  heart 
attached  to  that  child  ;  and  yet  how  little 
did  I  then  feel  for  his  true  intereet; 
how  little  gratitude  did  I  feel  to  my 
Maker,  for  his  goodness  towards  me ; 
and  how  little  obligation  to  teach  my 
son,  in  his  early  and  tender  years,  his 
duty  to  God.  I  was  then  blinded,  with 
my  sins ;  I  had  experienced  and  enjoy- 
ed too  many  mercies  to  feel  grateful  for 
them ;  and  it  was  only  when  misfortune 
came,  and  laid  its  iron  hand  upon  me, 
that  I  was  led  by  the  infinite  grace  and 
mercy  of  Grod  to  think  of  my  obligations 
and  duties. 

Well,  time  rolled  on.  Another,  and 
another,  and  another  were  added  to  my 
family ;  and  nine  years  after  my  mar- 
riage, I  was  the  mother  of  five  children, 
all  of  them  boys.  My  husband  had,  by 
his  attention  to  business,  secured  a 
handsome  fortune ;  and  our  worldly 
prospects  w^re  most  encouraging.  He 
was  to  me  still  kindly  affectionate— all 
that  a  husband  should  be.  I  was  still  a 
happy  wife,  and  a  gratified,  delighted 
mother ;  no  cloud  seemed  resting  over 
me.  But  why  need  I  dwell  upon  this 
fair  side  of  the  picture  longer?  My  tale 
is  a  tale  of  wo— of  bUght^  hope  ;  and 
my  appeal  is  the  last  painful  efS)rt  of  a 
wife's  and  mother's  heart 

I  well  remember  one  bitter  cold  night 
in  December,  that  I  sat  up  long  after  my 
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usual  hour,  waiting  for  my  husband  to 
return  from  his  business.  This  was  the 
first  time  he  had  ever  staid  out  so  late 
as  to  alarm  me.  There  I  sat  in  my 
chair,  all  alone,  anxiously  waiting  the 
sound  of  every  footstep  upon  the  pave- 
ment One,  two,  three  o'clock  was 
sounded  by  the  faithful  monitoi'  before 
me.  Still  he  came  not ;  tired  and  cold,  | 
I  laid  myself  down  upon  my  pillow,  not 
to  sleep,  but  to  wet  it  with  my  tears.  My 
heart  was  oppressed  with  a  certain  feel- 
ing that  all  was  not  right  with  my  hus- 
band. About  four  o'clock,  I  heard  se- 
veral hurrying  steps  upon  tie  pavement, 
and  strange  loud  voices,  as  if  engaged 
in  angry  debate.  The  crowd  stopped  at 
my  door ;  I  heard  my  husband's  voice 
demanding  admission.  I  descended  to 
the  door  and  opened  it-  He  looked  at 
me  sternly  for  a  moment,  but  observing 
my  pale  countenance,  still  wet  with 
tears,  he  changed  color,  stammered  out 
an  apology  for  keeping  me  up  so  late, 
and  ascended  to  our  chamber.  Before 
retiring  to  bed,  however,  he  went  to  the 
sideboard  to  drink  a  glass  of  wine.  The 
decanters  were  empty :  he  opened  the 
sideboard,  and  looked  for  the  jug  con- 
taining brandy.  This  was  empty  also. 
This  surprised  me ;  I  knew  that  both 
had  been  filled  a  few  days  before.  My 
eyes  were  now  opened,  and  the  astound- 
ing fact  that  my  husband  had  become  a 
drunkard,  and  had  just  returned  from  a 
drunken  revel,  burst  upon  me.  I  co- 
vered my  face  with  my  hands,  and  bury- 
ing them  deep  in  the  pillow,  I  tried  to 
shut  out  the  frightful  idea.  Oh,  God  ! 
what  an  hour  of  agony — ^was  that  The 
husband  of  my  iSsom — the  beloved  of 
my  heart — ^the  father  of  my  children — 
prostituting  his  intellect  and  debasing 
his  character  by  intemperance  !  Could 
it  be )  He  arose  the  next  morning  long 
after  his  usual  hour.  Breakfast  had 
been  delayed  for  him ;  and  the  eldest 
children  whispered  together  as  he  en- 
tered the  room,  as  though  they  were 
shocked  at  his  altered  appearance.  Be- 
fore he  sat  down  to  the  table,  one  of  the 
boys  was  sent  to  a  certain  rumselling 
professor  in  our  neighborhood,  after 
some  brandy.  I  knew  he  had  always 
drank  a  glass  before  breakfast ;  but  it 
had  never  attracted  my  attention  par- 
ticularly before.    I  now  determined  to 


remonstrate  with  him — gently,  but 
firmly — and  induce  him,  by  a  kind  mo* 
ral  influence,  to  abandon  so  pernicious 
a  habit.  As  socm  as  the  breakfast  table 
was  cleared,  I  entered  the  parlor,  and 
desired  him  to  follow  me.  He  entered 
with  a  cheerfulness  which  gladdened 
me  ;  and,  closing  the  door,  seated  him- 
self beside  me  upon  the  sofa.  I  took  his 
hand  gently  between  mine,  and,  looking 
him  up  in  the  face,  with  as  much  ten- 
derness as  I  could  assume,  I  began  to 
speak  of  our  first  acquaintance — of  our 
early  love — of  our  marriage — and  tha 
bright  prospects  which  were  then  open- 
ed before  us.  I  spoke  of  our  present 
standing  and  influence  in  society — of 
the  high  respect  with  which  we  were 
treated  by  all :  and  then  I  brought  the 
question  home  to  his  heart,  whether  he 
was  not  fearful  that  all  these  fine  pros- 
pects  might  be  ruined,  if  he  continued 
to  indulge  his  appetite  for  ardent  spirits. 
He  listened  to  me  attentively,  and  smi- 
lingly answered,  when  I  had  finished, 
"  that  a  glass  of  wine  or  brandy,  now 
and  then,  could  do  him  no  hurt  He 
was  not  fearful  of  becoming  a  slave  to 
habit ;  he  could  break  ofl^  when  it  hurt 
him ;  I  might  make  myself  easy  about 
him,  for  he  understood  his  own  interest 
too  well  ever  to  become  a  toper." 

This  was  eighteen  years  aga  No 
temperance  societies  had  then  been 
formed ;  and  public  opinion  was  not  so 
much  enlightened  as  it  is  now.  I  knew 
it  was  fashionable  to  keep  all  kinds  ai 
ardent  spirits  in  the  house,  to  treat  every 
caller ;  and  our  station  in  society  was 
such,  liiat  our  house  was  often  thr(Miged 
with  visitors.  I  knew  that  we  should 
be  derided  if  we  banished  liquors  from 
the  house ;  and  yet,  so  thorouffhly  was 
I  convinced  that  my  husband  was  a 
ruined  man,  unless  it  was  done,  that  I 
determined  to  make  the  attempt  I  pro- 
posed it  to  him ;  he  looked  at  me  with 
surprise.  **  No,  no,"  he  exclaimed, 
"  that  shall  never  be ;  our  less  wealthy 
neighbors  afford  it,  and  so  must  we ;  I 
cannot,  and  will  not,  consent  to  that 
One  glass  of  wine  cannot  do  any  one 
any  possible  hurt,  I  shall  drink  one 
whenever  I  want  it"  "  I  agree  with 
you,  my  dear  husband,  that  one  glass  of 
wine  can  do  no  hurt  It  is  not  of  onk 
glass  1  complam.    I  have  noticed,  of 
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kte,  that  you  drink  many  in  the  course 
of  a  ds^.  The  habit  has  grown  upon 
you  with  fearful  rapidity,  and  I  do  fear" 
"^and  a  tear  started-^"!  do  fear  the 
consequence."  **  Poh,  poh,  nonsense," 
he  replied,  good  naturedly,  **  it  is  all 
imagination."  **  Imagination  or  not,  my 
dear  husband,  it  has  affected  me  as 
much  as  though  it  were  a  painful  reality. 
It  was  but  yesterday  I  saw  our  two 
eldest  boys  around  the  sideboard  looking 
wistfully  at  the  wine ;  and,  will  you  be- 
lieve  it,  our  little  WiU  got  hold  of  some, 
^d  had  to  go  to  bed  before  four  o'clock, 
BO  tip^  he  could  not  stand."  "The 
8idebo£u*d  must,  then,  be  locked,"  coldly 
rejoined  my  husband,  "  it  will  not  do  to 
be  so  unfashionable  as  to  turn  our  liquor 
out  of  doors.  Our  parson  keeps  it  and 
.60  do  our  deacons,  and  so  do  our  pro- 
fessors of  religion ;  and  surely,  if  such 
men  as  these  ttiink  there  is  no  harm  in 
it,  we  may  safely  allow  it  to  remain." 

Well,  a  few  weeks  more  rolled  away, 
before  my  husband  again  stayed  out 
after  his  usual  hour.  When  he  came 
home  this  time,  he  was  considerably  in- 
toxicated. He  pushed  me  roughly  aside, 
as  he  entered  the  house,  unmindful  of 
my  fast  falling  tears.  My  nights  and 
days  became  now  embittered  with  a 
certain  fearful  looking  for  of  sorrow. 
My  cheeks  became  pale,  and  mine  eyes 
red  with  weeping. 

For  about  ^we  years  after  this  my 
husband  frequently  came  home  intoxi- 
cated. In  vain  I  reasoned  and  remon- 
strated. The  net  was  thrown,  the  vic- 
tim was  caught;  and  all  the  prayers 
and  agonizing  supplications  of  a  wife, 
and  all  the  tears  of  five  shamed  and 
wretched  children,  could  not  set  the  cap- 
tive free. 

Well,  two  more  years  passed  away  of 
deep  and  indescribable  wretchedness. 
Every  thing  went  wrong.  My  children, 
who  at  first  were  shocKed  at  their  fa- 
ther's dis^ce,  now,  in  turn,  began  to 
ridicule  him.  His  business  was  ne- 
glected, and  the  first  intimation  that  I 
received  of  the  bad  state  of  affairs,  was 
an  execution  levied  by  one  of  our  rum- 
selling  professors  upon  his  store.  I  im- 
mediately gave  a  mortgage  on  my  house, 
to  release  my  husband's  effects  in  trade. 
He  promised  amendment  I  believed 
him,  and  placed  in  hig  hands  all  the  pro- 


perty whidi  my  deceased  father  had  set^ 
tied  upon  me.  This,  however,  was  soon 
sacrificed  like  the  rest,  and  sixteen 
years  after  my  marriage,  I  found  myself 
a  wretched  outcast  upon  the  world,  with 
no  place  that  I  could  caU  my  own  in 
which  to  lay  my  head. 

Well  do  I  remember  a  bitter  cold 
morning  in  January,  1822  :  my  husband 
had  been  absent  all  ni^ht,  and  I  was 
seated  before  a  cheerful  fire,  in  our  large 
south-east  parlor.  I  was  thinking  over 
the  days  that  were  past,  I  had  forgotten 
that  my  eye  had  lost  its  lustre,  that  my 
cheek  was  colorless,  and  that  I  had  ex* 
perienced  so  many  years  of  sorrow.  I 
was  thinking  of  my  father  and  mother, 
now  <^ad  and  gone,  and  how  tenderly 
they  loved  me  ;  of  the  companions  of  my 
youth,  and  my  happy  bridal  hour.  At 
this  moment,  I  was  aroused  by  a  loud 
and  violent  knocking  at  the  door.  A 
group  of  men  entered,  amongst  whom  I 
looked  in  vain  for  my  husband.  They 
had  come,  they  said,  on  an  unpleasant 
business.  My  husband  was  a  bankrupt, 
and  they  had  come  to  attach  his  house 
and  property.  I  request  permission 
to  examine  their  execution.  It  was  le- 
vied  by  a  rum^selling  'professor  of  re*> 
ligion, 

I  gave  up  my  splendid  mansion  and 
all  its  costly  furniture,  without  a  mur- 
mur. I  followed  my  husband  to  a  rude 
built  and  low  thatched  cottage  down  on 
the  edge  of  the  shore.  Even  here  I 
could  have  been  happy.  But  other  woes 
and  other  sorrows  still  awaited  me.  I 
was  here  destined  to  see  two  of  my  boys 
become  the  victims  of  intemperance,  and 
to  follow  the  other  three  to  their  long 
and  silent  abode.  Would  that  I  had 
buried  them  in  infancy ! 

I  well  remember  a  cold  stormy  and 
dreary  eve  in  the  winter  of  1824.  Two 
of  my  boys  had  been  off  that  day  fish- 
ing; the  two  eldest  had  accompanied 
their  father  to  the  town ;  and  I  sat  at 
home,  over  the  nearly  expiring  embers, 
endeavoring  to  prepare  something  for 
my  youngest  son,  who  was  stretched 
upon  the  low  bed  beside  me,  nearly 
gone  with  the  scarlet  fever.  My  tears 
fell  fast,  as  his  low  moaning  voice  reach- 
ed my  ear.  I  arose  to  assist  him,  but  I 
noticed  a  mortal  paleness  had  come  over 
his  face»    I  staggered  towards  the  bed. 
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One  gasp  for  breath*  and  t^n  it  was  force  upon  my  memory  for  ever.     It 


all  over  with  him  fMr  ever. 

An  hour  elapsed  ere  I  heard  any 
sound  without,  save  the  storm.  Voices 
were  then  heard,  approaching  the  cot- 
tage, and  in  a  few  moments  my  husband 
and  my  two  eldest  sons  stood  before  me, 
dripping  with  rain— and  shall  I  write  it, 
all  of  them  beastly  intoxicated.  I  can- 
not»— oh  I  I  cannot  describe  the  terrors 
of  that  fatal  night 

But  the  morning  brought  new  horrors. 
Oh !  how  can  I  write  it !  and  yet,  mv 
heart  has  become  so  burdened  with 
grief,  that  I  feel  I  must  give  vent  to  my 
tale  of  wa  The  boat  in  which  my 
two  sons  went  a  fishing  was  found  up* 
set  a  few  rodsi  below  the  house,  and  both 
of  them  were  drowned  beside  it,  with 
their  fishing  tackle  in  their  hands.  What 
a  scene  for  a  mother !  Deprived  in  one 
short  night  of  three  children ;  and  these 
three  the  dearest  to  her  soul.  My  poor 
heart  which  had  hitherto  borne  up  under 
all  the  accumulated  ills  with  which  I  was 
afflicted,  now  gave  way.  No  tear,  no  sob 
escaped  me  ;  but  a  low  brooding  melan- 
choly settled  upon  my  mind.  Days  and 
weeks  passed  away.  I  was  insensible 
alike  to  harshness  and  to  pity.  Even  the 
iron-hearted,  rum-selling  Christian  who 
came  to  see  me,  appeared  touched  with 
my  situation,  and  heard  to  declare,  that  if 
he  was  not  commanded  to  look  out  for 
his  own  family,  he  would  never  sell  any 
more  rum  to  my  husband. 

When  I  awoke  to  returning  conscious- 
ness, I  found  myself  in  another  dwell- 


ing, much  more  comfortable,  and  my 
husband  seated  beside  me  anxiously  re- 
garding me.  He  had  been  so  shocked 
at  the  death  of  our  children,  all  of  which 
had  arisen  from  his  beastly  thirst  for 
rum,  that  he  swore  he  would  never  take 
a  glass  again.  During  the  six  weeks 
of  my  sickness,  he  had  religiously  kept 
his  word.  Several  of  his  former  friends 
had  heard  of  his  reform  and  had  come 
forward  to  assist  him.  They  prociu^d 
him  a  situation  in  a  large  establishment 
in  the  village,  and  we  had  removed  from 
the  thatched  cottage  down  by  the  river 
side  to  a  small  and  neat  dwelling. 

But  oh !  another  cloud— dense,  dark 
and  dreadful— «ame  over  our  peaceful 
fireside.  Well  do  I  remember  the  night 
Oh,  yes  I    it  is  stamped  with  a  fearful 


was  a  cold  and  windy  Saturday  night, 
in  November,  1826.  He  had  gone  to 
our  rum-selling  Christian's  store,  against 
my  advice,  to  buy  a  few  groceries  fof 
family  use.  Ten  o'clock  had  passed  ere 
he  returned.  My  quick  eye  detected 
an  unsteadiness  in  his  step  as  he  enter- 
ed ;  and  his  whole  appearance  betrayed 
the  effects  of  his  deadly  enemy.  I  pass- 
ed a  sleepfess  night;  my  couch  was 
literally  wet  with  tears ;  and  in  the 
agony  of  my  heart,  I  wished  I  had  never 
been  bom. 

My  husband's  descent  was  fearfully 
rapid.  Within  a  few  weeks,  he  was 
seen  lying  at  mid-day  in  the  streets, 
absolutely  helpless,  the  sport  of  unfeel- 
ing boys. 

He  was  now  a  common  laborer  upon 
the  wharves,  and  all  the  money  he  ob- 
jtained  was  spent  for  rum.  I  was  com- 
pelled for  a  subsistence  to  take  in  sew- 
ing ;  and  often  have  I,  after  a  hard  day's 
work,  during  which  I  had  not  tasted  a 
mouthful  of  food,  been  compelled  to  re- 
linquish to  him  my  earnings,  with  which 
he  would  get  dreadfully  intoxicated. 
My  former  neighbors  and  friends  now 
stood  afar  off.  All  had  deserted  me.  I 
was  miserably  wretched.  How  could  it 
be  otherwise?  I  was  the  wife  of  a 
drunkard. 

Nearly  four  years  have  since  passed, 
and  I  am  now  the  tenant  of  a  poor-house. 
My  husband  is  still  alive,  they  say,  a 
wretched  wanderer  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  ;  and  my  two  boys  have  become 


the  most  profligate  and  abandoned  sailors 
in  the  navy.  I  am  a  wife  and  a  mother, 
and  I  have  still  all  of  a  wife's  and  a 
mother's  solicitude  for  the  objects  once 
so  dear,  and  still  so  tenderly  beloved. 
But  ah !  why  do  I  weep  1  There  are 
many  wretched  widows,  and  many 
miserable  wives  in  this  poor-house*  with 
me,  who  have  been  sent  here  by  the  in- 
temperance of  their  husbands ;  there 
are  many  tears  shed  in  this  house  over 
ruined  prospects  and  blighted  hopes ; 
there  are  many  hearts  here  broken  with 
anguish,  and  rendered  desolate  with 
sorrow ;  and  often,  in  the  still  hour  of 
night,  have  I  heard  a  deep  and  convul- 
sive sob,  and  then  the  mention  of  a  name 
dear  to  the  heart  of  some  of  my  wretched 
companions. 
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How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent?  ....  Rom.  x.  15. 
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THE  CAUSE  OF  HOME  MISSIONS,  THE  CAUSE  OF  GOD  AND 
OUR  COUNTRY. 

tBy  a  Mlssiotiairy  in  Witfcoiwiii.) 

The  importance  of  Home  Missions,  is  found  in  their  tendency  to  promote  the 
gbry  x)f  God,  and  the  spiritual  and  tempwal  good  of  the  country. 

It  will  not  be  disputed,  that  the  glory  of  God,  ought  to  be  the  grand  object  of 
pursuit  with  every  intelligent  being,  both  because  it  is  fit  that  all  things  should 
promote  the  end  declared  to  be  in  the  view  of  the  Creator  in  making  all  things, 
and  because  the  advancement  of  this  end  promotes,  in  the  highest  degree,  the 
good  of  the  creature.  But  it  will  appear,  we  trust,  in  the  following  observations, 
that  the  glory  of  God  in  the  maintenance  and  spread  of  religioi^  is  indissolubly 
connected  with  the  .vigorous  prosecution  of  Domestic  Missions. 

The  progress  of  our  new  settlements,  utterly  outstrips  the  morale  to  say 
nothing  of  the  natural  ability  of  the  mass  of  the  new  settlers,  to  sustain  the 
ordinances  indispensable  to  the  prosperity,  and  perhaps  the  existence  of  religion. 
The  mass  of  mankind  are  always,  at  heart,  indisposed  to  the  service  <si  God.  If 
left  to  themselves,  therefore,  these  ordinances  would  never  be  sustained.  The 
influence>  then,  to  which  we  are  to  look  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  our 
new  settlements,  must  come  to  them  from  abroad. 

It  is  true  that  the  Gospel  id  supported  in  the  older  states,  and  in  some  of  theniy 
has  been  supported  from  the  first  by  the  voluntary  efforts  of  the  community. 
But  we  must  consider  the  different  cfrcumstances  in  which  the  old  and  the  new 
regions  of  our  country^  have  been  colonized.  And  here  let  us  glance  at  the 
early  history  of  Virginia  and  New^ngland,  **  the  southern  and  the  northern 
colony"  as  they  have  not  inaptly  been  etyled,  from  which  the  other  parts  of  the 
country  have  been  peopled. 

Virginia  was  early  taten  under  the  supervision  of  the  British  crown ;  and  the 
arm  of  the  government  was  interposed  to  enforce  the  support  of  religious  insti- 
tuticms.  The  colony  was  divided  into  parishes  which  were  compeUed  by  law,  to 
maintain  the  ministers  of  the  Episcopal  church,  sent  to  them  from  the  mother 
country,  and  in  whose  selection,  the  parishes  had  no  voice.  The  system  pre- 
valent in  England,  was  imposed  on  the  people  without  their  consent,  either  by 
the  British  crown,,  or  by  other  influences  which  they  had  no  power  to  resist 
This  state  of  things  continued  till  the  American  revolution. 

VOL.  XIV.  7 
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New-England  was  settled  by  men  who  emigrated  for  the  express  purpose  of 
enjoying  their  religion,  unmolested. '  "  The  sun  shines  as  pleasantly  in  America 
as  in  England,"  said  these  devoted  men,  who,  that  they  might  serve  God  accord- 
ing to  their  consciences,  braved  the  terrors  of  the  deep,  and  the  evils  which  might 
befial  them  in  an  unexplored  wilderness,  beyond  the  reach,  as  they  trusted,  of  their 
persecutors.  Religion  was  the  grand  purpose  for  which  they  emigrated ;  and  of 
course  they  provided  for  its  maintenance  in  the  country  where  they  settled. 

But  the  new  settlements  in  our  country,  of  more  recent  days,  have  been  formed 
under  circumstances  very  diverse  from  those  which  attended  the  settlement 
either  of  Virginia  or  New-England.  The  genius  of  our  republican  institutions, 
happily  forbids  the  interposition  of  the  government,  in  the  affairs  of  conscience. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  our  new  settlements  are  not  formed,  mainly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  religion.  On  the  contrary,  not  a  few  of  the 
emigrants,  if  they  did  not  remove  for  the  express  purpose  of  escaping  religious 
restraint,  are  evidently  not  sorry  to  be  freed  from  its  pressure.  A  large  propor- 
tion of  the  new  settlers,  therefore,  cannot  be  expected  to  make  the  sacrifices 
necessary  to  sustain  the  ordinances  of  the  GospeL 

Besides,  those  who  remove  to  new  countries,  are  not  ordinarily  men  of  wealth. 
In  general  they  submit  to  the  privations  of  such  countries,  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  their  worldly  circumstances.  They  find  it  difficult,  at  first,  to  do  more 
than  to  support  their  families.  Those  who  would  make  real  sacrifices  for  the 
enjoyment  of  religion*  are  few  ccnnpared  with  those  who  are  either  indifferent  or 
hostile  to  its  claims.  Unless,  therefore,  the  Gospel  is  sustained  from  abroad,  it  is 
not  likely  to  be  prevalent  in  our  newly  settled  states  and  territories.  Without 
aid  furnished  by  our  eastern  brethren,  the  glory  of  God,  and.  the  good  of  soulsy 
in  our  western  regions,  will  be  miserably  neglected.  But  the  bulk  of  the  nation, 
will  soon  be  found  in  the  West,  and  will  give  character  to  the  nation  as  infidel  or 
^XMBtate.  What  can  be  expected  in  this  case,  but  that  the  wrath  of  God  which 
never  fails  to  pursue  the  children  of  disobedience,  will  fah  in  awfrd  if  not  ex- 
terminating judgments  upon  our  beloved  country  1  This  leads  to  the  remark  that 
the  cause  of  Home  Missions,  is  intimately  connected  with  the  temporal  proipentif 
of  the  nation. 

Virtue,  it  has  often  been  justly  remarked,  is  essential  to  the  existence  of  a 
republican  goYeminettt  But  virtue  can  be  maintained  only  where  religicm  pros* 
pers.  If  then,  the  ordinances  of  religi<»i  are  neglected,  virtue  must  perish  from 
tiie  country.  The  consequence  will  be,  that  the  laws,  no  longer  upheld  by  publio 
sentiment,  cannot  be  enforced,  and  anarchy  must  ensue.  A  government  must 
be  established  strong  enough  to  command  obedience,  and  a  military  despotism 
must  wind  up  the  melancholy  detail. 

But  there  are  parts  of  the  country  where  such  a  state  of  things  would  not  be 
quietly  submitted  to.  Disunion  must  be  the  result,  and  these  now  happily 
United  States  would  be  severed  into  rival  nations  with  discordant  interests.  San** 
guinary  struggles  must  be  the  result ;  and  the  past  history  of  Europe,  written  ae 
it  is  in  blood,  must  be  the  history  of  this  now  peaceful  and  united  peq>le. 

Besides,  there  are  false  religions,  which,  it  is  well  known,  are  making  strenuoua 
eflRirts  to  gain  ascendancy  in  the  land.  The  church  of  Rome  has  long  since 
turned  a  wishful  eye  on  this  land  of  promise.    Her  agents  and  institutions  and 
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votaries,  even  now,  throng  the  great  western  valley.  Left  to  pnrsne  their 
schemes,  unopposed,  what  would  not  he  efiected  hy  their  arts  and  largesses  1  If 
any  thing  like  religion  should  he  found  in  the  country,  it  would  seeih  that  it  must 
he  the  worship  of  the  beast  and  his  image.  The  justly  dreaded  union  of  church 
and  state,  might  be  once  more  effected ;  and  the  fires  of  the  inquisition  might 
be  enkindled  in  regions  which  now  make  their  boast  of  religious  toleration.  A 
religion  which  makes  resistance  to  despotism  a  damnable  offence,  and  a  govern- 
ment which  upholds  as  an  engine  of  state  a  domineering  priesthood,  with  its 
flames  and  racks,  would  form  no  unnatural  or  unprecedented  alliance. 

The  cause  of  Home  Missions,  then,  which  aims  at  the  diffusion  of  love  to  GroA 
and  good  will  to  man,  is  alike  the  cause  of  God  and  the  country.  And  what 
thanks  are  due  to  God  who  has  raised  up  benevolent  and  far-sighted  individuals 
to  combine  their  efforts  in  a  cause  which  involves  the  true  interest  and  glory  of 
the  nation.  Thanks  also  are  due  to  the  benevolent  and  patriotic  men  who  have 
thus  associated  to  advance  the  glory  of  Grod,  and  the  happiness  of  men. 

But  these  philanthropists  and  patriots  must  not  be  suffered  to  sustain  the  burden 
alone.  Our  new  settlements  are  extending  with  a  rapidity  which  almost  defies 
sober  calculation.  The  pressure  is  becoming  too  heavy,  on  the  benevolence  of 
the  East,  to  be  long  or  permanently  sustained  alone.  The  West  must  contribute 
its  aid  to  support  the  Gospel  for  itself,  by  efforts  and  sacrifices,  so  fast  as  it 
acquires  the  ability.  The  hearts  of  our  eastern  friends  will  be  cheered  by  the 
co-operation,  and  be  stimulated  by  a  noble  emulation.  The  burden  will  be  gradu- 
ally equalized  as  the  West  advances  in  morals  and  resources ;  and  a  bond  of 
xmion  will  be  formed,  which,  like  a  three-fold  cord,  will  not  easily  be  broken.  No 
t)onds  are  so  indissoluble  as  those  of  christian  fellowship.  Above  all,  God  would 
look  down  complacently  upon  a  nation  devoted  to  his  glory^  and  then  the  spirit 
of  prophecy  might  be  fulfilled  in  the  experience  of  our  own  country,  (Is.  4,  5 ;) 
^nd  the  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dioelling  place  of  Mount  Zion,  and  upon  her 
assemblies,  a  cloud  and  smoke  by  day,  and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  A.  H.  M.  S. 


IOWA. 

MISSIONARIES  TO  IOWA. 

-  The  Executive  Committee  have  made  ar< 
rangements  for  introducing  into  Iowa  foor 
or  five  additional  laborers  the  present  sea- 
son. Also,  in  view  of  the  immediate  wants 
of  the  infant  settlements  who  are  looking  to 
Ufl  for  help,  the  Committee  have  directed  the 
Rev.  T.  P.  Emerson,  of  Linn  county,  to  spend 
the  ensuing  year  in  regularly  visiting  ^e 
settlements  on  both  sides  of  the  Wabesipini- 
coa;  and  Rev.  Reuben  Gaylord,  of  Henry 


county,  to  spend  half  the  time  in  a  simiUr 
service^  between  the  Skunk  and  Iowa  rivers. 


From  R^v.  J.  A.  Reed,  Fairfield,  Iowa, 

During  the  quarter  now  closed,  I  have 
labored  at  Fairfield  two  thirds  of  the 
time,  and  the  remaining  third,  till  re- 
cently, at  Keosauqua.  At  the  latter 
place  I  have  had  good  congregations* 
and  believe  good  has  been  done.  My 
object  was  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
organization  of  a  church,  and  the  re- 
ception of  a  minister.     Christians,  I 
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think,  were  revived.  There  is  no  place 
in  this  part  of  the  territory  which  calls 
more  loudly  for  a  minister.  Other  en- 
gagements, and  high  water,  have  pre- 
vented my  visiting  Keosauqua  for  some 
weeks,  and,  as  I  hope  they  will  be  sup- 
plied soon,  I  shall  not  preach  there  re- 
gularly. One  third  of  the  time  this  sum- 
mer I  hope  to  spend  chiefly  in  visiting 
ibe  settlements  in  this  county.  I  feel 
daily  more  and  more,  that  a  system  of 
partial  itineracy  only  can  reach  the 
great  mass  of  the  people. 

In  Fairfield  I  have  an  attentive  con- 
pegation,  and  I  think  there  is  a  gradual 
improvement  in  spiritual  things ;  but  it 
falls  far  short  of  my  desires. 

Morraonism  has  been  on  the  increase, 
but  is,  I  hope,  at  its  zenith.  I  have  re- 
cently heard  Smith  preach.  I  was 
shocked  and  disgusted* 


THE  FAE  WEST. 

From  ttev.  N,  B,  Dodge,  Little  Osage, 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
kind  letter,  accompanied  by  a  commis- 
sion, authorizing  me  to  publish  the  Gos- 
pel for  the  term  of  one  year,  from  the 
26tb  of  January  last 

I  will  now  proceed  to  give  you  some 
account  of  my  labors  for  the  first  quar- 
ter. Preaching  has  been  attended  in 
four  different  places  on  the  Sabbath. 
A  two-days  meeting  was  attended  on 
the  first  Saturday  and  Sabbath  in  April, 
at  Deep  Water,  in  connection  with  bro- 
ther Jones.  The  Lord's  Supper  was 
administered  to  communicants  of  diffe- 
rent orders.  Pleaching  has  bee;i  at- 
tended once  in  four  weeks — at  three 
other  places  in  the  county,  on  week 
days.  Some  other  appointments  have 
been  made  at  other  points,  which  have 
not  yet  been  attended  to.  I  find  a  great 
share  of  the  people,  where  I  go,  inclined 
to  hear,  and  some  of  them  profess  to  love 
the  Gospel.    Those  who  profess  reli- 

S'on,  are  mostly  of  the  Baptist  and 
ethodist  denominations,  and  there  are 
some  who  embrace  a  hope,  who  have 
never  yet  made  a  public  profession  of 
religion.  And  while  there  are  some 
who,  we  charitably  hope,  love  the  re- 
ligion of  Christ,  there  are  others  who 
care  for  none  of  these  things.    In  most 


places  where  appointments  have  been 
made,  the  people  have  manifested  a 
very  respectful  attention  to  the  word 
spoken.  I  have  seen  some  ardent  feel- 
ings manifested*  some  backsliders 
trembling,  and  some  earnestly  inquiring 
what  they  shaJl  do  to  be  saved. 

The  writer  adds  an  earnest  appeal  for  an 
additional  laborer  to  be  sent  to  Bates  cotiBty, 

MissouiL 


ILLINOIS. 
From  Rev.  R.  N.  Wright,  Belvidere^  111 

My  labors  have  been  continued  as 
usual,  during  the  last  three  months. 
No  great  changes  have  been  wrought, 
but  it  is  hoped  the  word  spoken  has  not 
been  lost  I  have  preached,  and  to 
some  extent  labored  from  house  to 
house.  My  field  for  pastoral  labor  is 
indeed  broad,  and  could  well  occupy 
my  time  six  days  out  of  seven ;  but  ex- 
perience every  where  shows  that  the 
study  must  be  frequented,  or  the  place 
of  worship  will  be  deserted. 

More  uniformity^  and  a  gradual  in- 
crease of  attendance  on  public  worship, 
is  observable.  Our  weekly  meetings 
for  prayer  are  well  sustained,  though 
the  attendance  is  not  large,  owing  to 
the  remote  bcation  of  our  membess 
from  one  another.  In  more  than  one 
instance  we  have  mingled  our  praises 
and  united  our  prayers  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  with  those  who  had  walked  five 
miles  to  attend  the  prayer  meeting; 
and  we  confidently  expect  a  blessing. 

The  monthly  concert  is  regularly  ob- 
served; and  at  each  meeting  something 
is  contributed  for  missions.  A  County 
Bible  Society,  composed  of  numerous 
Individuals  of  our  congregation,  together 
with  some  from  the  Methodist  society 
in  this  pliace,,  i^  about  to  employ  an  agent 
to  visit  every  family  in  the  county,  and 
supply  the  destitute  with  the  Bible. 
The  temperance  soclety^  is  large  in  this 
place.  Last  winter  a  Total  Abstinence 
Society  was  voluntarily  formed  by  a 
small  company,  consisting  of  three  or 
four  inebriates,  who  met  m  a  bar-room 
to  celebrate  the  exit  of  the  old,  and  the 
entrance  of  the  new  year,  over  a  socisJ 
glass.  All  but  (me,  it  is  understood,  re- 
main steadfast 
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From  Rev.  G.  W.  Elliott,  Lowell,  Rl 

Our  readers  will  remember  the  report  of 
this  missionary,  published  in  oor  last  number 
Of  the  Home  Missionary,  p.  57,  under  the 
head  of"  Great  Trials  and  Great  Blessings." 
The  following  from  a  later  communication, 
will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  those  who 
sympathize  in  the  afflictions  and  successes 
of  the  servants' of  Christ. 

At  the  close  of  another  quarter,  I  am 
led  again  tp  look  back  and  mark  the 
dealings  of  (xod's  hand.  It  has  been  a 
hand  of  mercy  still.  Unlike  the  two 
years  preceding,  the  last  quarter  has 
been  to  me  one  of  almost  uninterrupted 
health,  and  increasing  vigor  of  mind  and 
body.  God  has  also  continued  to  bless 
my  feeble  efforts  to  build  up  his  cause. 
The  work  of  grace  which  I  mentioned 
in  my  last  report,  has  continued  to  the 
present  time^  though  not  with  the  same 
mighty  power  as  some  months  since. 
Tmrty  have  been  admitted  to  this  church. 
Some  have  united  with  the  Methodists,, 
and  some  with  the  Baptists  ;  and  there: 
are  numbers  more  who  design  to  unite 
soon. 

Our  Sabbath  school  and  monthly 
concerts  ase  continued  with  increasing 
interest  A  large  portion  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Sabbath  school^  and  all,  I 
believe,  connected  with  the  maternal 
association,,  are  among  those  that  God 
has  blessed,  savingly  as  we  hope,  and 
are  mostly  members  of  the  church. 
The  most  that  we  have  received  are 
young,  though  some  are  in  the  meridian,, 
and  some  in  the  decline  of  life.  We 
have  already  dismissed  nine^and  others 
are  about  leaving  us.  Such  are  the 
fluctuations  of  western  churches — one 
day  apparently  strong;  within  a  few 
succeeding,  hardly  living  existence. 
Such  things  are  seriously  disheartening,.] 
when  the  eye  is  permitted  to  drop  to  | 
earth.  Thus,  though  God  has  blessed 
us  with  his  mighty  power,  he  has  greatly 
weakened  our  strength  in  pecuniary 
matters.  What  the  church  will  do,  1 
do  not  know.  We  must  hold  on  our 
way,  and  probably  be  constrained  again 
to  throw  ourselves  upon  your  bounty. 

We  feel  cheered  at  your  annual  re- 
port, and  especially  at  your  proposed 
efforts  in  this  western  valley.    Be  as- 

7* 


sured,  brethren,  they  are  needed,  and 
they  are  needed  now.  Grod  has  done 
more  in  the  northern  part  of  this  state, 
the  last  winter  and  spring,  in  reviving 
his  work,  than  ever  before.  Your  mis- 
sionaries feel  that  they  cannot  leave  the 
field  ;  but  they  are  straitened,  many  of 
them,  to  a  degree  ^that  would  pain  your 
heart,  and  from  communicating  wnich 
they  revolt  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, they  cannot  do  what  they  would. 

From  the  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
proposal  to  enlarge  the  operations  of  the  So- 
ciety, is  greeted  with  gladness  by  the  mi«- 
sionaries  now  on  the  field.  And  we  have 
been  repeatedly  cheered  by  testimoaies  from 
vaiious  parts  of  the  country,  that  the  public 
feeling  is  growing  stronger  and  strongeriia 
favor  of  immediate  and  energetic  e£fi»rtt  to 
gi«ce  the  Gtospel  toour  whole  land. 


From  Rev.  J.  Ballard,  ChriggsvUle, 

DESTITirrE  COUNTIES. 

This  part  of  the  vineyard  of  Grbd  is, 
I  thinkr  very  in^rtant  and  very  desti- 
tute. In  this  county  there  is  but  one 
other  Presbyterian  or  Congregational 
minister.  In  Brown  county  mere  is 
but  one — in  Schuyler  not  any.  There 
are  several  places  desiring  ministers. 
At  Columbus  and  at  Payson,  they  are 
desirous  of  obtaining  and  settling  min- 
isters ;  both  are  important  places.  Such 
is  the  destitution  here,  that  I  doubt 
whether  it  is  the  duty  of  any  church  to 
claim  a  minister  the  whole  of  the  time. 
There  are  villages  growing  up  in  every 
direction,  destitute  of  preaching,  and  the 
Mormons  and  the  Campbellites  are 
making  great  exertions  to  spread  their 
delusions,  and  not  without  success. 
Men  will  have  some  kind  of  religion, 
and  they  are  ready  to  seize  upon  the 
grossest  errors,,  if  the  truth  is  not  pre- 
sented. The  Mormons  are  making  nu- 
merous proselytes  to  their  faith  where 
the  Gospel  is  not  preached.  It  is  per- 
fectly astonishing,  that  common  sense 
should  be  so  satisfied  with  perfect  non- 
sense. It  must  not  be  that  these  delu- 
sions shall  spread,  and  get  a  firm  grasp 
upon  the  minds  of  men,  without  Chris- 
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tians  making  a  decided  effort  to  prevent 
it  The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  is  the 
only  antidote.  It  seems  as  though 
every  form  of  error  which  the  devil 
can  devise,  is  rolling  in  here  like  a  flood. 


MELANCHOLY    EFFECTS    OF  NEGLECTING 
TO*  PLANT   THE  GOSPEL  EABLT. 

There  is  generally  little  effort  to  ob- 
tain the  Gospel,  and  the  least  desire  for 
it  I  have  ever  witnessed  in  any  part  of 
the  country  in  which  I  have ,  been. 
They  are  willing  to  have  preaching,  if 
they  can  get  it  for  nothing,  and  that  is 
the  only  condition  on  which  many  will 
have  it  They  are  also  very  particular 
and  fastidious,  and  not  Icmg  suited  with 
any  kind  of  preaching. 

ABLE  MINISTERS  NEEDED. 

This  results  perhaps  in  part  from  the 
great  variety  of  tastes  and  prejudices, 
which  exist  in  almost  eveiy  commu- 
nity. They  come  together  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  each  individual 
brings  his  local  feelings  and  pr^udices. 
To  unite  such  dissimilar  materials,  and 
bind  them  all  to  him,  requires  more  than 
ordinary  attraction  stod  power  in  a  min- 
ister.  It  is  entirely  a  mistake,  to  think 
that  less  talents  are  requisite  in  the 
ministry  here,^  than  at  the  east.  If  any 
part  of  the  country  needs  energetic  and 
powerful  minds,  it  is  this.  Every  thing 
18  in  an  unsettled  state^  and  there  are 
numerous  and  deep  rooted  errors  to  be 
rooted  out  And  above  all  other  things, 
deadness  to  the  world,  and  a  perfect 
consecration  in  heart  and  life  to  God, 
are  needed  here.  No  one  will  be  likely 
to  labor  with  much  success,  and  cer- 
tainly not  with  much  pleasure,  unless  he 
feels  in  some  degree  as  Paul  did,  who 
counted  all  things  but  loss  that  he  might 
win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him. 


USEFULNESS  OF   THE  A.   H.   M.  S. 

Had  I  not  been  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  attending  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry  in  this  region,  and 
often  learned  by  experience  to  trust  in 


God,  I  should  have  made  some  secular 
engagements  to  supply  my  wants  for 
the  coming  year.  But  whilst  I  was 
pondering  my  way,  I  was  thankful  to 
the  Father  of  mercies  for  your  pledge  to 
aid  in  my  support  another  year. 

Here  1  desire  to  express  my  thanks 
to  you  and  the  patrons  of  the  A.  H.  M. 
Society.  Dear  brethren,  you  are  doing 
a  great  work  in  this  young,  yet  gigantic 
west  When  I  look  around  on  our 
churches  in  this  region,  I  find  that  most, 
if  not  all,  have  been,  in  the  progress  of 
their  existence,  connected  with  your 
Society.  Our  brethren,  ihostly,  are 
your  dependents  or  benefactors,  and 
sometimes  both. 

Since  my  last  reports  I  have  visited 
and  preached  at  several  places  around 
this.  I  find  there  is  ffreat  need  for  men 
of  pious  hearts  and  well  cultivated 
minds,  to  instruct  the  growing  popula- 
tion of  this  country. 

VAKIETT  OF  PEEACHERS. 

I  state  some  facts,  that  you  may  know 
something  of  our  present  class  of  reli- 
gious instructors.  At  one  place  I  was 
preceded  by  a  preacher  who  was  an 
Arian,,  and  an  immerser.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks^  which  continued  for 
two  hours,  he  dwelt  much  on  the  im- 
portance of  being  baptized.  This  man 
reads  badly,  and  it  was  said  could  not 
write  his  name.  Yet  he  spoke  fluently, 
and  said  many  good  things ;  but  it  was 
apparent  that  he  had  often  said  them 
before. 

At  another  place,  I  was  preceded  by 
a  man  who  seemed  to  be  pious  :  he  had 
waited  my  arrival,  and  was  just  ready 
to  preach  when  I  entered  the  congre- 
gation. He  made  a  very  few  desultory, 
disconnected  remarks,  and  gave  place 
to  me.  He  gave  evidence  that  it  was 
out  of  his  sphere  to  be  a  public  instruc- 
tor, and  that  he  was  not  able  to  divide 
the  word  of  truth  aright,  and  therefore 
one  who  needed  be  ashamed. 

Again,  I  preached  in  another  neigh- 
borhood^ and  had  a  minister  to  close  the 
meeting  for  me.  This  man  reads  bad- 
ly, and  pronounces  strangely,  and  was 
last  winter  studying  "  simple  division," 
and  was  making  progress.  In  a  village 
containing  a  little  rising  of  thirty  fami- 
lies, there  are  five  preachers  of  the 
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same  denominatioD,  and  another  is  ex- 
pected to  move  into  the  town,  and  there 
is  talk  of  making  two  more  preachers, 
and  I  suppose  I  can  truly  say  they  are 
mostly  illiterate,  and  what  they  lack  in 
sense,  they  supply  in  sound. 

ENCOURAGEMENTS. 

We  have  reason  to  be  thankful  that 
we  are  not  deserted  by  our  Father  in 
Heaven.  Since  I  last  wrote  you,  the 
presbytery  met  here.  At  the  sacra- 
mental meeting  in  connexion  with  it, 
several  persons  united  with  our  church. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  increasing  in  in- 
terest and  numbers. 


From  Rev,  Zu  W.  Dunlap^  Mount  SteV' 
lingy  III. 

REVIVAL. 

Early  in  the  winter,  a  dark  cloud 
seemed  to  hang  over  our  little  church 
in  this  place*  Immorality  was  coming 
in  from  every  quarter,  tippling  houses 
were  increasing.  Sabbath  breakers  be- 
came more  <£ring,  profaneness  was 
growing  common,^  and  the  means  of 
grace  were  neglected.  While  this 
gloomy  prospect  was  before  us,  we  be- 
gan to  feel  that  human  aid  was  vam. 
Some  of  the  friends  of  God  believed  he 
was  arranging  his  providences  to  de- 
liver his  cause,  for  the  honor  of  his  great 
name.  Just  at  this  time«  I  was  called 
to  attend  a  meeting  of  more  than  usual 
interest*  at  Rushville.  Meanwhile,  the 
number  of  our  prayer  meetings  had 
been  increased,  and  they  were  well  at- 
tended. The  church  was  visited*  and 
religion  made  a  personal  matter. 

Just  at  this  time  a  death  occurred, 
which  proved  the  means  of  awakening 
and  converting  one  person.  Another 
was  so  ill,  that  it  was  supposed  he  could 
not  survive.  He  became  anxious,  and 
surrendered  his  heart  to  the  Saviour. 
He  was  spared,  and  his  heart  seemed 
to  be  full  of  love  to  God  and  men.  All 
believed  the  change  to  be  real.  Chris- 
tians awoke  and  called  upon  God ;  the 
Spirit  descended,  and  some  50  or  60, 
we  hop^,  have  been  converted.  The 
work  took  hold  of  all  classes,  the  old 


and  the  young.  Two  of  the  oldest  men 
in  the  town  were  subjects  of  the  work — 
one  aged  60,  the  other  55;  but  the 
greater  number  were  young  men  and 
women. 

It  seemed  as  if  Satan  were  alarmed 
from  the  first  Letters  were  dropped  in 
the  streets ;  reports  of  all  kinds  were 
circulated ;  and  the  Campbellites,  the 
common  enemy  of  all  evangelical  Chris- 
tians, came  with  the  expectation  of  set- 
ting in  full  operation  their  water- works 
for  converting  men.*  But  they  failed, 
and  some  have  left  them,  and  say  that 
they  have  been  deceived,  and  are  now 
rejoicing  in  iiope  of  pardon  through  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.  Others  confess  they 
have  no  religion.  O  that  Crod  would 
dissipate  this  dreadful  delusion  ! 

The  good  efiects  of  tiie  revival  are 
every  where  apparent  m,  the  altered 
habits  of  the  people.  One  grog-shop 
has  been  closed ;  profane  swearing,  and 
all  kinds  of  vice,  have  given  way  to 
prayer*  reading*  and  religious  conversa^ 
tion.  How  clmnged  is  the  aspect  of  the 
place !  This  is  the  second  blessed  work 
we  have  experienced  since  my  labors 
commenced  here.  Out  of  100  to  130 
who,  we  trust*  have  been  converted 
here  within  3  years,  there  has  not  been 
a  single  case  o^  discipline.  May  the 
Lord  keep  them,  and  may  they  dwell 
with  him  forever*  where  they  will  sin 
no  more ! 


From  Rev,  J.H,  PrentisSyNapierviUeJU. 

A   PILLAR  REMOVEZK  . 

Since  my  Rtst  quarterly  communica- 
tion was  forwarded  to  your  Society,  we 
have  been  deeply  afflicted  by  the  loss 
of  one  of  our  most  valuable  church 
members.  He  died  a  few  weeks  since, 
at  Chicago,  whither  he  had  gone  for  tlie 
transaction  of  some  business.  He  was 
laboring  under  an  affection  of  the  lungs 
at  the  time  of  his  leaving  home,  which 
was  thought  to  have  been  occasioned 


*  AlUislon  is  here  made  to  the  tenet  of  the 
Campbellites,  that  the  rite  of  baptism  and  a 
merely  intellectual  faith,  are  all  that  is  &h 
sential  to  salvation. 
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by  a  sudden  cold.  The  disease  c(»i- 
tinued  to  inerease,  so  that  he  was  una- 
ble to  return  to  his  family ;  and  after 
lingering  about  four  weeks,,  his  spirit 
was  released  from  its  clayey  tabernacle, 
and,  we  trust,  ascended  to  a  mansion  in 
his  Heavenly  Father's  house.  He  lived 
like  a  Christian,  and  like  a  Christian  he 
died.  The  loss  sustained  by  his  family^ 
by  the  church,  and  by  the  community, 
we  feel  to  be  very  great  He  was  one 
of  that  valuable  fsw^  who  are  ever  ready 
to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  the  church 
and  society,  and  to  the  wants  of  a  min- 
ister. Thus  our  strength  is  weakened 
in  the  way,  and  we  are  solemnly  ad- 
monished by  this  bereaving  stroke  of 
Divine  Providence. 

We  have  now  a  Sabbath  school  and 
a  Bible  class  in  q)eration,  in  both  of 
which  thereris  a  gocni  degree  of  interest 
manifested.  So  far  as  the  village  is 
ooncemedr  the  population  is  chiefly  of 
mich  a  character  that  they  are  oppc^sed 
to  Sabbath  schod  instruction,  and  but  few 
parents  will  allow  their  children  to  at* 
tend.  I  think  the  state  of  religious  feel- 
ing in  my  congregation  is  gradually  im- 
proving, and  &e  number  of  attendants 
upon  public  worship  on  the  increase. 

WnDELITTB^— MBANS  'SO  COUNTERACT  IT. 

A  part  of  each  Sabbath  is  devoted 
to  a  lecture  on  the  evidences  oi  Chris- 
tianity—a series  of  this  character  ha- 
ving been  commenced  a  few  weeks 
since  ;  and  it  is  my  design,  to  continue 
this  course  through  the  summer.  Ithink 
this  plan  promises  to  result  in  good. 
Strange  as  it  might  seem,  the  writings 
of  Thomas  Paine  are  read  by  many, 
both  male  and  female,  with  much  appa- 
rent interest,  and  his  sentiments  furnish. 
topics  for  conversation  in  the  social  cir- 
cle. There  are  occasionally  lecturers 
in  this  community,,  who  go  from  place 
to  place,  decrying  the.  ministers  of  the 
ffospel,  and  the  institutions  of  religion, 
denying  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and 
the  future  punishment  of  the  wicked. 
And  there  are  many  who  follow  their 
pernicious  ways,  by  reason  of  which  the 
cause  of  truth  is  evil  spoken  of.  It  is 
with  reference  to  errors  of  this  descrip- 
tion, and  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
young,  that  I  have  entered  upon  the 
course  of  lectures  alluded  to.    There 


are  some  phrenological  lecturers,  who 
attempt  to  graft  these  errors  upon  the 
science  of  Phrenology. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  what 
kind  of  ministers  the  West  needs.  Men 
who  cannot  grapple  with  error  at  the  East, 
will  be  exposed  to  mortification,  if  not  to  de- 
feat, among  such  a  population  as  is  described 
abov«. 


From  Rev.  S.  Q.Wrigktf  HendersonrlU. 
I 

BEVIVAL   AT   WETHEBSFIELDt 

A  few  days  after  giving  my  last  qua^ 
terly  report,.!  went  to  Lafayette  to  hold 
a  sacramental  meeting,  taking  with  me- 
a  lay  brother^  Mr.  L.  Spencerr>who  has- 
since  received  license.  The  Methodist 
brethren  had  commenced  a  meeting  a» 
week  previous,  which  wa  found  stiU  in 
progiessrand  was  continued  in  all  ten  or 
eleven  days.  It  was  abundantly  evi- 
dent that  the  Holy  Spiidt-was  operating, 
powerfully  on  many  minds,,  and  that 
many  were  indeed  converted  to  God.. 
The  preacher  in  charge  cordially  invitedi 
us  to  labor  with  them,  which  we  did.  L 
had  deferred  our  sacramental  meeting 
for  one  week,. on  account  of  their  meet-^ 
ing,.not  wishing  to  divide  the  congre- 
gation. 

When  our  church  at  Lafayette  wae- 
organized,  there  were  a  few  brethren^ 
from  Wethersfield  colony  that  united 
with>  us.  This  colony  is  ten  miles  north 
of  Lafayette,  and  has  been  settled- 
about  four  years.  These  brethren  in^ 
stituted  a  weekly  prayer  meeting,  and 
as  they  had  opportunity,  conversed  with^ 
individuals  respecting  their  spiritual  in- 
terests. Soon  a  young  lady  living  in 
one  of  these  families,  was  found  under 
deep  conviction,  and  shortly  was  re- 
joicing in  Christ  as  her  Saviour..  This 
electrified  the  whole  community.  It 
was  the  first  case  of  conviction  and  con- 
version, since  the  colony  was  settled. 

Arousing  from  their  lethargy,  the 
church  in.  Wethersfield  appointed  a 
committee  to  visit  every  family  for  re- 
ligious converse  and  prayer.  This  was 
perhaps  two  weeks  before  the  meeting 
at  Lafayette,  as  above  described.    Thkh 
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meeting,  these  brethren  from  Wethers- 
field  attended,  and  entreated  us  to  go 
home  with  them  and  labor  a  few  days. 
We  went  up  on  Thursday,  and  the  de- 
ferred meeting  at  Lafayette  was  to  com- 
mence the  Friday  following.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Vail,  former  missionary  to  the 
Osage  Indians,  preaches  at  Wethers- 
field  one  half  the  time.  He  gave  us  a 
cordial  invitation  to  labor  with  tliem.  It 
was  very  evident  that  a  cloud  of  mercy 
was  about  to  break  upon  that  parched 
desert  The  interest  increased  daily, 
and  on  Friday,  when  we  must  leave  for 
Lafayette,  the  brethren  gathered  around 
us,  and  with  tears  entreated  that  we 
should  return.  There  had  been  several 
hopeful  conversions,  and  many  more 
were  deeply  anxious.  We  gave  them 
no  encouragement  of  returning,  but 
sought  counsel  of  God  as  to  duty.  Many 
followed  us  to  Lafayette.  We  returned 
with  them,  and  pursued  the  same  course 
as  before,  viz.,  preaching  in  the  even- 
ing, and  inquiry  meeting  during  the 
day.  The  Lord  blessed  our  labors,  as 
we  trust,  to  the  quickening  of  the 
church,  and  the  awakening  and  conver- 
sion of  many  precious  souls.  It  was 
truly  a  melting  time.  There  was  wrest- 
ling,  agonizing  prayer — ^parents  for  their 
children,  and  children  for  their  parents. 
During  the  preaching,  nought  could  be 
heard  save  the  voice  of  the  speaker,  his 
watch  lying  on  the  table,  and  occasion- 
ally the  suppressed  sob,  from  some  over- 
burdened heart  It  would  seem,  the 
judgment  day  could  hardly  have  created 
a  deeper  solemnity  than  was  there  appa- 
rent All  seemed  to  feel  it  to  be  **  a 
sealing  iime.'^ 

A  CONVERTED  FAMIL7. 

One  mother  in  Israel,  during  the 
meeting,  had  the  happiness  of  seeing 
four  sons,  two  daughters,  and  three 
daughters-in-law,  bow  the  knee  in 
prayer  and  solemn  consecration  to  God ; 
and  last  of  all,  as  the  companion  of  her 
youth,  now  quite  infirm,  at  the  age  of 
68,  declared  his  determination  tq  devote 
the  poor  remnant  of  his  life  to  the  ser- 
vice of  his  God,  and  knelt  and  prayed 
with  his  family,  her  overflowing  soul 
could  find  utterance  only  in  the  expres- 
sive words  of  old  Simeon,  "  Lord,  now 
lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  p^acQ* 


But  I  have  no  room  to  state  particu- 
lars. After  ten  days  I  re-visited  them, 
and  spent  a  week  laboring  both  in  pub- 
lic and  from  house  to  house.  Mr.  Spen- 
cer also  has  visited  them  twice  since. 
The  interest  still  continues,  and  we  have 
cheering  evidence  of  the  genuineness 
of  the  work.  Nine  family  altars  were 
ejected ;  fifteen  married  pers(»is  hope- 
fully converted,  and  as  many  more  not 
married ;  also,  a  number  cf  children 
give  very  pleasing  evidence  of  a  change 
of  heart  None  of  the  converts  are  yet 
received  into  the  church.  I  have  never 
seen  a  more  striking  illustration  of  Good's 
readiness  to  own  and  bless  the  faithful 
effi)rts  of  private  individuals,  for  the  sal- 
vation of  their  friends  and  neighbors, 
than  in  this  revival.  The  churches  esr 
pecially,  seem  advancing  in  spiritual 
life  and  efficiency. 

MORMONS   SFREADINA. 

In  some  places  in  the  outskirts  d  aoy 
field,  the  Mormons  are  making  many 
proselytes.  Their  increase  of  numbers 
in  this  state  is  prodigious,  and  judging 
from  their  past  success,  we  have  cause 
to  fear  the  result,  not  only  in  spiritual, 
but  in  a  political  point  of  view.  It  seems 
tome  like  a  second  edition  of  Mohamme- 
danism. They  are  evidently  intending 
to  support  their  claims  to  tlMs  country 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  They  have 
been  despised — considered  unworthy  of 
notice,  until  they  have  deceived  multi- 
tudes of  honest  inquirers  after  truth.  I 
believe  it  time  that  some  man  compe- 
tent to  manage  public  discussions* 
should  giv^his  mind  to  this  subject,  and 
if  possible,  prevent  the  eruption  of  this 
tremendous  volcano. 


INDIANA. 

From  Rev^  P.  S.Cleland,GreentDood,  la. 

STATEMENTS    FOB    THE    CX)NSn)EIlATION 
OF  UNEMFLOTED  MINISTERS. 

I  still  have  the  privilege  of  preaching 
the  word  of  God  to  good  congregations, 
and  I  could  multiply  the  number  of 
such  far  beyond  my  ability  to  minister 
to  them  with  any  degree  of  frequency 
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OT  of  great  utility.  I  am  located  in  an 
extensive  field,  m  the  central  part  of 
this  extensive  state,  with  but  few  to 
assist  in  reaping  the  harvest  ready  to 
perish.  I  slwula  rejoice  if  more  labor- 
ers were  sent  into  this  field.  There  are 
several  small  churches  belonging  to  this 
presbytery,  that  need  and  desire  the 
stated  ministrations  of  the  Gospels— 
which  are  able  to  do  something  to  sus- 
tain the  ministry,  and  where  efficient 
churches  might  be  built  up.  The  pages 
of  the  Home  Missionary  bear  witness 
of  the  interest  felt  by  the  Society,  in  be- 
half of  the  West  But  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  vast  importance  of  this  subject 
is  not  sufficiently  realized  by  many  of 
the  churches  and  ministers  beyond  the 
mountains.  Else,  why  such  meagre 
contributions  to  your  treasury,  and  why 
so  few  ministers  who  find  their  way  to 
this  great  valley  1 

We  see  it  sometimes  stated  in  our 
public  prints,  that  there  are  many  out  of 
employ  among  the  ministers  in  the 
East,  because  there  are  not  churches  to 
hire  them.  A  neighboring  minister  told 
me,  that  during  a  visit  to  Boston  a  few 
months  since,  he  saw  several  young 
preachers  who  were  boarding  in  that 
city,  waiting  for  calls  from  some  of  the 
churches  in  the  region  round  about 
Now,  to  the  good  and  enterprising 
among  such,  the  destitute  churches  of 
the  West  send  an  importunate  invitation; 
they  cry,  "come  over  and  help  us." 
The  feme  of  most  of  them  has  not  as  yet 
reached  our  churches ;  so  that  our  elders 
and  committees  of  supply  cannot  send 
fw  them  personally.  Here  is  a  great 
work  to  be  done,  and  whji  do  not  our 
brethren  come  and  help?  Are  they 
afraid  that  their  meat  and  bread  will  not 
be  sure  ?  The  Lord  can  supply.  Let 
them  make  the  experiment  Let  them 
remember  they  are  not  to  count  Uieir 
lives  dear  unto  them. 

PEEACHINO  AND  TEACHING. 

I  would  suggest  another  consideration 
to  those  brethren  who  find  nothing  to  do 
in  the  East  If  they  cannot  find  a  sup- 
port by  preachvHg  in  the  West,  they  can 
by  teaching.  Now  I  know  that  teach- 
ing school  is  not  the  appropriate  busi- 
ness of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  But 
it  is  better  to  do  that  than' to  do  ctothing. 


Academies,  male  and  female,  are  much 
needed  through  the  whole  western 
country.  Much,  very  much,  can  be 
done  for  our  country  and  for  the  cause 
of  Christ,  by  the  establishment  of  good 
schools.  Let  those  brethren  who  say 
they  can  find  no  places  to  labor  in  the 
ministry,  come  westward,  and  they  can 
find  places  enough  both  for  preachings 
and  teaching.  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
would  bring  this  point  distinctly  beiore 
the  minds  of  such  brethren. 

REMAKES. 

It  would  not  be  wise  to  send  all  ths  un- 
employed ministers  to  the  West,  even  if 
they  were  willing  to  go.  Some  are  too  old 
to  change  their  habits,  physical  and  mental, 
as  would  be  requisite  to  accommodate  them- 
selves to  western  circumstances.  Others 
are  encumbered  by  sick  wives,  whom  they 
ought  not  to  expose  to  the  privations  of  the 
West  i  or  they  have  large  families,  and  re- 
quire more  support  than  congregations  in 
the  new  settlements  can  furnish.  Others 
are  unsuited  in  thdr  education  and  feelings 
to  the  vigorous  efibrt  and  patient  enduraoee 
required  of  the  missionary.  But  idl  other 
ministers,  whose  talents,  health  and  dotoes- 
tic  circumstances  render  them  iluitablefor 
the  western  field,  have  no  excuse  for  remain- 
ing unemployed.  No  such  minister  has  ever 
applied  to  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  for  aid  to  labor  m 
that  field,and  been  rejected ;  or— if  such  a  case 
has  occurred,  it  has  been  through  misappre- 
hension.  Nor,  unless  the  providence  of  God 
should  prove  more  disastrous  than  we  anti- 
cipate, need  any  suitable  laborer  be  turasd 
away  from  the  West  for  want  of  the  assis- 
tance of  this  Society.  We  aay  this,  in  the 
strong  confidence  that  the  friends  of  Home 
Missions  in  our  country  wfll  bear  us  out  in 
the  declaration. 


mCHIGAN. 

From  a  Missionary  Report, 

Soon  after  our  fall  election,  some 
am<»ig  us  began  seriously  to  reflect  upon 
their  departure  from  the  fold  of  Christ, 
and  some  of  our  little  church  sought 
earnestly  to  the  Lord   f<Hr  assistance. 
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The  members  were  generally  aroused 
to  a  sense  of  their  duty^  and  we  tru(^t 
some  four  or  five  souls  were  converted. 


A   CASE  OF  HOPE. 


The  case  of  one  individual  especially 
deserves  attention.  It  occurred  since 
the  meetings.  The  subject  is  a  gentle- 
man from  the  State  of  — -^-.  He  came 
among  us  last  fflU,  and  has  spent  the 
winter  in  this  region,  though,  not  in  our 
immediate  neighborhood.  He  was  an 
excommunicated  member  of  a  church  in 
the  State  of  New- York,  some  fifteen 
years  ago.  Since  that  period,  he  has 
given  himself  up  to  almost  all  manner 
of  wickedness.  He  wa^  an  infidel  in 
sentiment,  and  now  says  he  really  be- 
lieved his  doctrines.  He  was  both  a 
swearer  and  a  drunkard.  He  cavilled 
at  religion,  and  of  course  despised  the 
ministry.  He  wished  not  to  see  me, 
~  and  only  one  person  conversed  with  him 
about  his  soul.  At  length  he  visited 
his  cousin,  in  the  neighborhood,  by  whbm 
he  was  persuaded  to  call  and  stay  at  the 
house  where  I  board,  over  the  Sabbath, 
and  to  go  and  hear  me  preach.  He  be- 
came interested.  Though  still  an  infi- 
del, he  sought  every  opportunity  to  con- 
verse with  me,  and  to  attend  our  meet- 
ings. A  few  Christians  saw  this,  and 
poured  out  their  prayers  for  him.  His 
wife,  a  pious  woman,  strove  to  keep  him 
under  christian  influences.  The  hand 
of  the  Lord  was  in  it  all.  At  length 
this  tall  son  of  Anak  felt  the  arrows  of 
the  Almighty  within  him.  The  princi- 
ple of  right  was  held  up  to  his  view ;  he 
saw  its  tbrce,  and  reasoned  thus : — *'  I 
am  in  the  habit  of  swearing ;  now,  this 
is  not  right,  and  I  will  leave  it  off.  I 
get  druo^ ;  this  is  not  right,  and  I  will 
abandon  it"  Every  sermon  only  deep- 
ened his  conviction,  and  his  friends 
pressed  him  hard.  But  here  he  paused, 
thinking  his  resolutions  not  to  swear  or 
get  drunk,  were  quite  meritorious. 
This  I  did  not  know ;  but  l)y  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  I  was  led  to  preach  from 
these  words :  *'  When  the  unclean  spirit 
is  gone  out  of  a  man,"  &c.  This  opened 
his  heart  anew,  and  there  was  no  peace 
to  his  soul,  till  he  gave  up  his  sins.  He 
went  every  where,  confessing  his  sins. 


his  infidelity,  his  hatred  to  Christ,  and 
warning  men  with  tears,  night  and 
day.  He  shut  the  mouliis  of  gainsayers. 
God  is  making  him  "  a  sharp  threshing 
instrument"  The  wicked  cannot  stand 
before  him.  Not  unto'us,  but  to  God 
be  the  glory.  You  doubtless  will  re- 
joice with  us.  I  feel  that  this  single 
case  of  conversion  is  worth  all  my  efforts 
alnd  your  expenditure  for  us,  since  I 
have  been  in  Michigan. 


HAPPY  INFLUENCE  OF  BIBLICAL  INSTRUC- 
TION. 


It  has  often  occurred  to  us,  that  the  most 
efficient  means  of  bringing  the  heterogeneous 
materials  found  in  a  western  settlement,  to 
agree  in  their  attachment  to  any  one  .view  of 
religious  truth,  is  the  free  use  of  biblical  in- 
struction. Sectarian  teachers  generally, 
have  their  set  of  passages,  which,  taken  out 
of  their  connection,  seem  to  prove  what 
they  are  adduced  to  support ;  and  there  is 
no  efiectual  way  to  show  the  follacy  of  this 
kind  of  reasoning  from  the  Scriptures,  but 
to  accustom  the  people  to  interpret  them  in 
their  natural  connexions.  The  minister  who 
succeeds  in  sustaining  a  Bible  class  on  which 
the  principal  part  of  his  congregation  attend, 
will  probably  do  more  to  repress  cavils 
against  the  truth,  and  unite  l^s  people  in 
similar  views  of  scripture  doctrine^  than  he 
could  do  by  any  other  method. 

The  Sabbath  school,  I  am  constrained 
to  believe,  is  exerting  a  very  salutary 
influence  on  the  minds  of  the  young ; 
and  it  is  also  beginning  to  attract  ime 
attention  of  some  |)arents  who  are  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  found  in  the  house  of  wor- 
ship. A  father,  whom  I  had  never  seen 
in  a  religious  meeting,  remarked,  a  few 
days  since,  that  his  children  were  learn- 
ing so  fast  in  the  SabbaUi  school,  t^At 
he  believed  he  must  commence  going  to 
meeting.  Our  Bible  class  continues  to 
be  weU  attended.  Two  or  three,  who 
either  profess  or  are  trying  to  be  Unl- 
versalistSt  are  constant  attendantst 
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A  raisaotiarf  in  nfiotber  state,  who  hUa 
given  much  attention  to  teaching  his  people, 
thus  describes  some  of  the  t-esultli. 

Since  our  discussion  with  the  Camp- 
bellites  last  fall,  they  have  been  extreme- 
ly silent  .  Since  then,  I  havB  compared 
Campbeirs  Testament  with  the  Greek, 
the  translations  of  Dr.  George  Camp- 
bell, Doddridge,  and  Macknight  I  also 
read  Mr.  Landis'  work,  and  A.  Camp- 
bell's reply  to  it  I  found  much  more 
than  Mr.  Landis  had  reported.  I  then 
called  a  public  meeting,  read  my  report 
of  the  results  of  my  investigations,  and 
showed  Campbell's  Testament  to  be  a 
foKgery  and  a  libel  on  those  three  learned 
and  holy  men,  who  have  gone  to  their 
rest — a  libel  on  the  word  of  God — a 
gross  imposition  on  the  public,  and  a 
false  guide  in  the  way  of  salvation. 
Two  of  their  preachers  and  many  of 
their  members  were  listening.  I  chal- 
lenged them  to  disprove  a  word  of  what 
I  had  said — offered  any  man  my  books, 
to  let  him  prove  me  a  false  reporter,  if 
he  could.  Not  a  wotd  of  reply  has  ever 
been  attempted.  They  have  gained  no 
proselytes  since. 

This  discussion  has  done  more  tlmn 
any  thing  else  to  settle  the  public  mind 
on  the  subject 

Recently,  I  have  preached  in  the 
forenoon  on  doctrines  ;  and  in  the  after- 
noons I  lecture,  exegetically,  on  the 
epistles  of  James  and  Ephesians.  This, 
I  find,  has  a  good  effect  My  people 
are  becoming  more  and  more  attathed 
to  me.  Several  men  who  were  for- 
merly enemies^  and  did  much  to  injure 
us,  are,  without  any  direct  effort  on  my 
put,  changed  to  friends,  and  attend  my 
Bible  class  punctually>  and  my  preach- 
ing  frequently. 


From  an  nffiicted  missioTiary. 

AEO  WELL  BESTOWED. 

Ministers  here  are  suflbring  on  ac- 
count of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments 
of  the  country.  I  think  the  state  of  the 
country  is  at  present  more  deplorable 
tiian  it  has  ever  been  before. 

And  here  let  me  express  my  sincere 
gratitude  for  die  aid  you  have  a^rded 


us  for  the  last  year.  I  do  not  wish  to 
complain  of  the  afiiictions  of  a  wise 
Provid6nc6,  but  to  bear  patiently  all 
that  I  am  called  to  endure.  I  know  that 
if  we  "suffer  with  Christ,  we  shall  also 
reign  with  him.**  I  belifeVe  I  km  willing 
to  be  deprived  of  those  earthly  comforts, 
which  I  might  enjoy,  were  I  laboring  in 
some  other  part  of  the  vineyard  of  my 
Heavenly  Father. 

Could  I  spread  before  y6u,  in  detail, 
the  history  of  my  labors  in  -- — ,  my 
sufferings  of  body  and  mind,  **  my  perils 
by  false  br^ren,"  and  what  my  beloved 
companion  has  been  called  to  endure,  I 
think  you  woUld  say  that  I  had  labored 
for  the  last  three  years  with'  tears. 
Here  sleeps  our  first  bom.  And  oiur 
second  and  only  child  has  deformed 
feet  The  sum  granted  on  my  Commis- 
sion as  your  missionary,  I  haVe  endea- 
vored to  save,  to  expend  in  obtaining  a 
surgical  operation.  Had  it  not  been  for 
your  Society,  my  little  son  fnust  have 
been  hobbling  upon  his  crippled  feet,  I 
know  not  how  long.  B\it  now  I  have 
sanguine  hopes  of  a  complete  cure» 


(»iia 


SICKNESS  OF  A  MISSIONARY. 

Shortly  after  my  report  in  Novembef 
last,  I  preached  lagain  on  the  subject  of 
temperance,  after  which  I  weiit  from 
house  to  house  with  the  te-total  pledge. 
I  hope  to  obtain  some  mc^e  subscribers 
in  the  town,  and  several  in  the  country. 
I  have  now  73  names,  i  pteached  also 
on  Sabb&th  schools,  but  bur  schools  all 
languish  for  want  of  libfaries.  Three 
of  them  Were  continued  through  the 
winter,  and  two  were  suspended  until 
spring.  I  started  &1bo  a  Vei^  interesting 
Bible  class )  but  after  attending  it  four 
or  five  weeks,  I  was  taken  sic^,  and  con- 
fined four  weeks  to  my  room,  and  three 
weeks  or  mdre  to  my  bed.  After  beinfif 
nearly  a  week  confined  to  my  room  wilS 
a  bad  cold,  I  ventured  to  preach  once  in 
the  morning;  but  on  returning  home 
was  taken  with  a  violent  attack  of  pleu- 
risy. I  called  a  physician,  and  ob- 
tained some  reliefs-grew  better  until 
Saturday  evening  foUowing,  when  I 
was  again  attacked.  About  midnight 
I  found  myself  sinking — sent  again  for 
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the  physician.  He  came,  hut  in  despair 
of  my  life.  The  neighbors  were  called 
in  ;  my  life  being  in  doubtful  suspense 
several  days.  But  after  about  two 
weeks,  I  began  to  recover ;  and  by  the 
good  hand  of  God  upon  me,  I  am  now 
alive  to  write  the  report,  that  we  appre- 
hended would  be  written  by  others.  In  all 
my  sickness  I  was  blessed  with  my  rea- 
son ;  and  more  than  ever  before,  I  real- 
ized the  fulfihnent  of  the  truth,  "  Thou 
wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose 
mind  is  stayed  on  thee."  I  had  no 
anxieties  but  for  the  church.  I  felt  that 
if  my  Maker  should  hand  me  a  blank, 
and  bid  me  write  my  choice  to  live  or 
die,  I  should  have  written — "  Not  as  I 
will,  but  as  thou  wilt ;"  and  hand  it  back. 
I  have  been  many  times,  to  human  ap- 
pearance, near  to  death,  but  never  felt 
so  resigned  to  the  Divine  will.  My 
people  showed  the  utmost  kindness  and 
respect  Nothing  that  their  sympathy 
could  furnish  was  wanting  to  me.  Last 
Sabbath  I  preached  once,  and  hereafter 
hope  to  perform  most  of  my  accustomed 
lab(»rs.  Just  as  I  began  to  get  about 
again,  my  companion  was  taken  severely 
sick,  and  is  now  beginning  to  recover. 
Thus  we  have  been  dealt  with;' but 
we  would  not  complain.  No !  We 
bless  God  for  afflicting  goodness,  and 
for  restoring  mercy.  ^Though  oo 
affliction  for  3ie  present  seemeth  joyous, 
but  grievous^  yet  afterward  it  yieldeth 
the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  to 
those  who  are  exercised  thereby." 


«« Despise  not  the  day  of  smtdl  things.** 

In  view  of  the  apparently  little  good 
which  God,  through  my  instrumentality, 
has  seen  fit  to  accomplish  during  l£e 
last  quarter,  and  the  present  stupidity 
<m  the  part  of  the  churches  under  my 
care,  I  am  almost  constrained  to  take 
up  the  lamentation  of  the  prophet,  and 
say,  "Who  hath  believed  our  report, 
and  to  whom  hath  the  arm  of  the  Lord 
been  revealed."  And  yet,  I  do  not  con- 
ceive  that  my  labors  have  been  in  vain 
in  the  Lord.  My  congregation,  in  this 
place^  is  evidently  improving,  both  in 
respect  to  numbers  and  imiformity  of 
their  att^iance.  Heretofore,  many  of 
my  hearers  have  been  half-day  people — 
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that  is,  they  would  attend  meeting  in 
the  morning  and  in  the  afternoon  would 
be  found  visiting,  or  amusing  themselves 
in  some  other  Way.  We  are  gradually 
getting  over  with  this  difficulty,  so  that 
people  can  attend  meeting  all  day.  Our 
Sabbath  school  also  has  been  increasing 
in  numbers  and  interest  It  numbers, 
at  present,  something  rising  of  forty  chil- 
dren and  youth,  and  is  evidently  exert- 
ing a  very  happy  influence. 

At  my  other  place  of  labor,  meetings 
are^well  attended  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
there  is  apparently  very  cood  attention 
to  a  preached  word  ;  but  I  have  no  evi- 
dence of  conversions,  or  deep  serious- 
ness. There,  is,  at  present,  one  thing 
which  looks  rather  favorable.  During 
the  years  previous  to  this,  an  attempt 
has  been  made  by  that  church  to  esta- 
blish and  maintain  a  Sabbath  school. 
But  the  people  were  so  much  divided 
in  their  views  and  feelings  /espectin^ 
measures,  that  they  did  not  succeed 
well.  The  school  gradually  dwindled, 
and  came  to  nothing.  To  get  rid  of 
this  division  of  feeling  which  existed 
even  in  the  church,  I  proposed  to  the 
older  part  of  the  congregation,  to  join 
in  a  Bible  class  exercise,  for  mutual  in- 
struction, during  the  exercise  oi  the 
SaUi)ath  school.  They  have  been  in- 
duced to  CQB^ly  with  my  advice,  with 
reference  to  this  matter.  The  members 
oi  the  church,  and  a  goodly  number  who 
do  not  belong  to  the  church,  join  in  this 
service.  They  appear  to  be  pleased 
with  itj^'say  there  is  more  union  and 
harmony  in  this,  than  in  any  thing  of  a 
religious  nature  ever  attempted  there. 

HABD  TIM£8. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  childreQ 
who  have  a  strong  desire  to  attend  the 
Sabbath  school,  and  might  do  it  were 
they  but  properly  clad.  But  they  have 
not  suitable  clothes  to  wear  ;  and  their 
parents  say  they  have  it  not  in  their 
power  tojurocure  clothing  for  them,  un« 
til  alter  harvest  Hence,  the  number 
of  children  who  attend  the  school,  at 
present,  is  rather  small. 

In  regard  to  my  own  means  of  li?u 
ing,  I  would  simply  say,  whatever  costs 
money  we  are  under  the  necessity  of 
dispensing  with,  almost  entirely— ex- 
cept as  procured  by  the  amount  paid  me 
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by  your  Society.  Any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  current  money,  is  well  nigh 
out  of  the  question  here. 

SABBATH  SCHOOL  BOOKS  WANTED. 

We  are  in  very  great  need  of  books 
for  our  Sabbath  school  library ;  but  I 
know  not  how  we  can  obtain  any,  for 
want  of  means.  Could  you  not  induce 
some  of  the  wealthy  churches  or  indi- 
viduals of  your  eastern  cities,  to  send  us 
a  few  books  1  by  doing  it,  you  will  confer 
upon  our  school  a  very  great  favor.  Will 
you  have  the  goodness  to  write  me  re- 
specting this  matter  ?  We  find  it  next 
to  impossible  to  procure  even  our 
clothing. 


CANADA. 


From  Rev.  J.  Anderson^  Richmond. 

I  have  pleasure  in  stating,  that  al- 
though my  labor  has  been  for  some  time 
past  rather  arduous,  yet  it  has  not  been 
in  vain  in  the  Lord.  I  see,  from  time 
to  time,  God  owning  his  own  truth,  in 
bringing  sinners  to  Christ  For  our 
next  communion,  we  have  five  pro- 
pounded for  admission,  two  of  whom 
have  been  hopefully  converted  a  short 
time  since :  they  are  both  heads  of  fami- 
lies. In  the  midst  of  many  discourage- 
ments, God  continues  to  bless  our 
church,  by  bringing  wanderers  into  his 
fold.  Christ  still  draws  wounded  sin- 
ners to  himself.  One  of  our  sisters,  to 
aU  human  appearance,  has  commenced 
her  journey  through  the  dark  valley, 
and  mu^t  soon  submit  to  the  stroke  of 
the  last  enemy ;  but  blessed  be  God, 
the  enemy  has  been  deprived  of  his 
sting,  and  she  has  been  made  "  more 
than  conqueror,"  through  him  that  loved 
her.  During  a  recent  visit,  after  ex- 
pressing her  cheerful  hopes  of  a  blessed 
immortality,  she  gave  me  the  text  from 
which  to  preach  her  funeral  sermon. 
It  was  the  language  of  holy  Job:  "I 
know  that  my  Redeemer  livetb,"  &c. 
We  have  also  been  called  to  follow  the 
remains  of  another  dear,departed  sister  to 
her  last  silent  abode.  She  was  much  be- 
loved and  respected  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends.    Her  life  was  characterized  by 


genuine  piety  and  sincere  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer.  In  the 
church  of  which  she  was  an  esteemed 
member,  she  y  was  always  foremost  in 
every  ffood  work,  but  she  is  gone  to  her 
reward.  On  visiting  her  a  few  days 
before  her  death,  she  said  to  me,  ''I 
have  none  of  those  raptures  that  others 
have  enjoyed  in  the  view  of  death,  but 
I  can  calmly  trust  in  the  blood  and 
righteousness  of  a  Redeemer.'*  Thus 
while  we  are  called  to  rejoice  on  the 
one  hand,  we  are  called  to  mourn  on  the 
other ;  but  yet  we  mourn  not  as  those 
without  hope. 


NEW-ENGLAND. 

From  Rev.  J.  BartletU  Avoti,  Ct. 

REVrVAL. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  report,  (in 
April,  1840,)  we  were  just  beginning  to 
be  revived  ;  and  for  two  or  three  months 
afterward,  we  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant 
and  precious  refreshing,  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord. 

The  church  at  that  time  was  gradu- 
ally awakened,  one  member  after  ano- 
ther, till  a  goodly  number — I  should 
think  a  majority  of  the  whole — were 
blessed  with  more  than  a  usual  spirit  of 
prayer.  This  state  of  things  continued 
near  a  month,  before  sinners  were  deep- 
ly anxious ;  but  our  prayer-meetings 
were  full,  and  most  interesting  and 
happy.  A  remarkable  spirit  of  brother- 
ly love  prevailed.  About  this  time,  I 
was  called  to  bury  a  sister,  abroad ;  and 
a  very  afiecting  case  erf  death  occurred 
in  our  church  ;  after  which,  on  the  fol- 
lowing Sabbath,  I  preached  a  funeral 
sermon,  which  was  blessed  to  the  awa- 
kening of  three  or  four  sinners.  One 
of  these  was  in  very  great  agony  of 
mind  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  came 
out  very  happy,  with  joyful  hope  in  the 
Saviour. 

I  spent  several  days  visiting  the 
members  of  the  church,  conversing  and 
praying  from  house  to  house.  We  also 
appointed  a  committee  for  visiting,  and 
set  apart  seasons  for  humiliation  and 
|M^yer.  It  was  a  very  pleasant,  though 
at  no  tune  a  very  powerful  work  oi 
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grace :  much  more  in  the  church  than 
out  of  it 

Thirteen  persons  obtained  hopes ; 
all  were  members  of  the  Sabbath  school, 
and  all  joined  the  church,  and  have, 
hitherto,  conducted  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  their  profession. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

From  Rev.  N.  Richardson^  NorthfieU 
Mass. 

EEVIVAL. 

Soon  after  my  settlement  in  October 
last,  it  was  evident  there  was  consider- 
able seriousness  among  some  of  our 
people.  Our  meetings,  both  on  the 
Sabbath  and  during  the  week,  were 
well  attended,  and  a  good  degree  of  in- 
terest was  manifested  on  the  subject  of 
religion,  and  there  was  some  prospect  of 
a  revival.  The  church — some  members 
at  least — ^began  to  awake,  and  send  up 
the  prayer,  "  O  Lord,  revive  thy  work." 
Things  continued  much  in  this  state,  for 
some  time,  without  much  improvement 
or  change  one  way  or  the  other ;  owing 
probably  to  difficulties  of  long  standing 
in  the  cnurch,  which  needed  to  be  set- 


tied.  It  was  now  fett  by  some  members 
of  the  church,  that  an  efiR^rt  must  be 
made  to  settle  these  difficulties ;  and 
accordingly  an  ecclesiastical  council 
was  called,  and  some  of  the  more  promi^ 
nent  causes  of  trouble  were  removed. 
Soon  after  this,  it  was  evident  that  Good's 
Spirit  was  indeed  among  us ;  and  for  a 
number  of  weeks  we  enjoyed  an  inte- 
resting revival  of  religion.  A  series  of 
evening  meetings,  of  about  three  weeks 
continuance,  seemed  to  be  blessed  in 
quickening  God's  people,  and  in  the 
conviction  and  conversion  of  sinners. 
About  twenty-five  indulged  the  hope 
that  they  have  been  bom  again.  This 
may  appear  a  small  number,  when  com- 
pared with  the  population  of  the  town, 
and  when  compared  with  the  powerful 
revivals  of  other  places ;  but  when  we 
consider  that  this  town  is  a  strong  hold 
of  error,  that  this  church  and  society  is, 
and  always  has  been,  small  and  feeble, 
having  increased  but  little  since  the  or- 
ganization, and  when  we  remember  that 
mere  has  not  been  a  revival  of  any  con- 
siderable extent  in  this  town,  for  more 
than  one  hundred  years ;  when  these 
things  are  considered,  we  feel  con- 
strained to  say,  "  The  Lord  hath  done 
great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad.' ' 


REPORTS  OF  AUXILIARIES. 


MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  OP  CON- 
NECTICUT 

AUXILIARY   TO   THE  A.  H.  M.   S. 

From  the  Twenly-fifth  Report. 

This  is  a  brief  document,  but  it  presents 
the  results  of  Home  Missions  in  Connecticut 
in  a  manner  that  makes  a  deep  impression 
of  the  value  of  this  branch  of  benevolent 
efibrt.  It  begins  by  contrasting  the  present 
condition  of  the  feeble  churches  in  Con- 
necticut, with  their  state  25  years  ago.  In 
1814,  a  sermon  which  had  no  small  influence 
in  causing  the  organization  of  this  Society, 
held  the  following  language  :— 


**  That  there  are  desolations  in  thid  state, 
will  not  be  questioned  by  any,  minutely  ac- 
quainted with  our  circumstances.  Not  a  few 
societies  have  ceased  to  hear  those  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  by  theinstnimentality  of  which 
the  Spirit  of  Grod  awakens,  converts  and 
sanctifies  men.  A  number  of  churches  have 
become  feeble,  and  by  hard  struggling  pro- 
long, from  year  to  year,  the  enjoyment  of 
divine  institutions; — while  some  have  long 
since  fallen,  and  are  lying,  now,  in  utter  deso- 
lation." 

"Societies  might  be  named,  where  the 
church  is  extinct,  and  the  house  of  God  in 
ruins.  The  blasts  of  winter  rave  through  it, 
the  flocks  of  summer  find  a  shelter  in  it.  The 
Sabbath  is  a  holiday.  The  authority  of  reve- 
lation has  ceased  with  many— and  by  others, 
is  employed  to  sanction  doctrines  not  less 
destructive    than   atheism.      Preachers   are 
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patronized,  whdas  dbject  k  is  to  keep  t^e 
audience  lau|[btn^'by  ridicnling'llie  minivers, 
«nd  the  doctrines  of  liie  Go9pel.  A  reiriy«d 
lof  r«lrgion  would  be  re^^ded  with  aa  virulent 
BfOBityt  ^^  Jews  or  Pagans  regarded  Chris- 
tianity. There  are,  in  this  State,  districts  as 
far  from  heaven,  and,  without  help,  as  hope- 
less of  heaven,  as  the  Pagans  of  Hindoostan 
or  China." 

"  From  these  wastes,  also  sally  forth  the 
Infidel,  seeking  whom  he  may  devour;— the 
Universalist,  to  quiet  profligates  in  sin,  and 
multiply  their  number  ^-Hhe  political  empiric, 
to  augment  his  party ; — and  the  sectarian  of 
©vary  name,  to  proselyte,  until  a  broad  cir- 
cumference around  shall  become  as  divided, 
and  weak,  and  desolate  as  Babel  itself.  Evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners. 
Their  word  eateth  as  doth  a  canker.  Facts, 
lamentable  facts  may  be  found  in  this  State, 
to  justify  these  apprehensions.  There  are,  at 
this  moment  in  this  State,  waste  places  which 
exett  precisely  the  kind  o^  influence  which 
we  have  ascribed  to  them.*' 

Thus  for  the  s^mon.  The  report  con^ 
tinaes  :-^ 

To  remedy,  or  prevent  these  evils, 
was  the  object  for  which  this  Society 
was  soon  alter  instituted ; — and  if  the 
statements  just  quoted  are  correct,  we 
need  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  facts 
to  show  its  healthful  influence  upon  our 
feeble  churches.  For  though  the  num- 
ber of  such  churches,  from  a  variety  of 
causus,  is  even  larger  than  it  was  at  that 
period — where  shSl  we  find  a  counter- 
part to  this  description  1  In  what  dark 
comer  of  the  State^  shall  we  ]ook  for 
the  original  of  this  picture  1  Much  as 
now  exists  of  error,  and  irreligion,  and 
disregard  of  sacred  institutions^  it  is 
somewhat  diflScult  not  to  believe  that 
the  picture  is  overdrawn.  We  still 
have  what,^  in  a  loose  sense,  are  termed 
♦^waste  places^'-^ut  not  such  **  waste  j 
places  ;**-^the  waters  still  cover  some  I 
fair  portions  of  our  heritage — ^but  they  I 
have  abated,  and  the  bow  begins  to 
gather  its  colors  in  the  heavens. 

Prom  the  oi^nization  of  the  Society, 
to  the  present  period,  it  is  believed  to 
have  extended  aid  to  sixty-eight 
churches  and  congregations,  in  Con- 
necticut Of  these,  twenty-one  now 
rely  on  their  own  resources,  Uiough  it  is 


pmpet  to  state  that  two  of  the  number 
have  asked  for  temporary  assistance  to 
meet  unexpected  difficulties.  Thirty- 
two  erf  these  churches  were  aided  last 
year,  by  this  SocieQr — several,  by  aux- 
iliaries to  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  in  New- 
Haven  and  Fairfield  Counties,  while 
some  others,  from  various  causes,  did 
not  apply  for  aid,  though  they  will,  pro- 
bably, need  it  when  they  attempt  to 
settle  pastors,  and  enjoy  regularly  the 
institutions  of  the  Gospel.  Two  or 
three  of  the  number  are  so  weak  as  to 
give  little  promise  of  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  ministry  among  them,  at  an 
early  day,  if  ever. 

Among  the  marks  of  advance,  we 
may  mention  that  eleven  of  the  coi^e- 
gations  on  our  list,  last  year,  have,  since 
they  began  to  receive  assistance,  built 
new  houses  for  worship,  or  thoroughly 
repaired  old  ones — and  two  other  houses 
are  in  progress;  while  various  conve- 
niences for  worship  have  been  gradu- 
ally accumulating,  in  most  of  the  feeble 
churches.  Two  or  three  societies  have 
provided  parsonages. 

Seventeen  of  these  churches  have 
pastors,  and  eleven  have  stated  supplies, 
who,  with  two  exceptions,  have  been 
several  years  in  the  same  congregations, 
performing  pastoral  duties. 

The  reviving  influences  of  the  Spirit 
have  been  shed  on  them,  it  is  believed, 
as  often  and  as  copiou$ly„  as  on  the 
other  parts  of  our  vineyard  ?  and  the 
pure  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  are,  pro- 
bably, as  clearly  preached^  and  as  cordi- 
ally received,  as  in  their  sister  churches. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  case  once, 
error  now  finds  no  more  ready  entrance 
among  them,  or  a  mcffe  secure  resting 
place,  than  among  the  highly  favored 
congregations  that  have  never  known, 
by  experience,  what  it  is  to  have  their 
sanctuary  a  scene  of  revel  for  the  wild 
wintry  wind,  or  a  fold  for  the  summer 
flock.  In  short,  they  are  just  like  other 
churches,  with  the  single  exception 
that  they  do  not  feel  quite  strong 
enough^  yet,  to  support  religious  institu- 
tions without  some  aid.  A  comparison 
of  what  they  loere^  or  would  have  heen, 
with  what  they  now  are,  is  the  best  test 
of  the  real  influence  of  our  Society. 

In  addition  to  what  this  Society  has 
done  in  Connecticut,  it  has,  since  its 
union  with  the  A.  H.  M.  S,,  contributed 
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about  $50,000  to  extend  the  institutions 
of  religion  in  Rhode  Island  and  in  the 
Western  States. 

The  whole  expenditures  of  the  So- 
ciety, for  the  year  ending  June  3, 1841, 
are  $3,333,26. 

The  receipts  into  our  treasury,  for  the 
same  time,  are  $3,356,90.  The  receipts 
last  year,  from  this  State,  by  the  Parent 
Society,  are  $5,320,34.  Add  to  this, 
the  receipts  of  the  Missionary  Society 
of  Connecticut,  $2,676,79,  and  the 
whole  amount  from  this  State,  for  Home 
Missions,  during  the  year,  is  $11,354,03. 
This  is  $1,330,73  less  than  the  receipts 
of  the  year  ending  June  1,  1840,  and 
$l,l52i,66  more  than  those  of  the  year 
ending  June,  1839. 


PHILADELPHIA  H.  M.  S. 

This  auxiliary  was  organized  on  the  first 
of  July,  1840,  and  at  the  time  of  its  recent 
anniversary,  had  been  in  operation  only  ten 
months.  The  Report,  of  which  we  give  an 
abstract,  covers  this  period,'  and  also  two 
Aonths  during  which  the  missionary  work 
qn  that  field  had  been  carried  on  by  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Agency  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  The 
principal  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  are, 

Geo.  W.  McClelland,  Esq.,  Pres., 
Rev.  E.  R  Fairchild,  Secretary, 
Thomas  Fleming,  ESsq.,  Treasurer. 

These,  with  the  following  gentlemen,  com- 
|K>8ethe 

Executive  CommiUee.         ' 

Isaac  Ashmead,  Esq., 
Rev.  Thomas  Brainerd, 
Rev.  A.  Converse, 
R.  W.  Davenport,  Esq., 
John  C.  Farr,  Esq., 
Rev.  John  L.  Grant, 
Rev.  A.  Rood, 
Rev.  E.  Phelps, 
Rev.  John  Todd, 
Rev.  T.  T.  Waterman, 
Ambrose  White,  Esq., 
Charles  S.  Wurts,  Esq. 

FIBST  EEPORT. 

The  Report  commences  by  adverting 
to  the  increasing  favor  with  which  the  { 
Home  Missionary  work  is  regarded,  and 


the  circumstances  which  rendered  de- 
sirable the  change  of  organization  from 
an  agency  to  an  auxiliary. 

The  «tote  of  the  treasury  shows,  that 
notwithstanding  the  apprehended  fall- 
ing off  of  the  receipts,  there  has  been 
an  advance  in  the  collections  beyond 
those  of  any  preceding  year,  viz.,  since 
the  on?anization,  July  I,  1840,  $7609 
65.  Under  the  former  organization,  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  $1584  14 
—equal  to  $9190  79,  which  is  $1476 
32  more  than  the  year  previous. 

From  the  account  of  the  missionaries 
and  churches,  we  extract  the  following 
notices : — 

Colored  Presbyterian  churchf  Newark,  N, 
J.,  Jie9.  Samuel  E,  ComUh,  Missionary. 

The  congregation  of  the  colored 
Presbyterian  church  at  Newark,  is 
composed  of  about  seventy  families. 
The  number  of  communicants  is  up- 
wards of  seventy.  Though  most  of 
the  members  of  the  congregation  are 
poor,  they  discover  a  commendable  zeal 
in  endeavoring  to  sustain  the  ordinances 
of  religion  among  them,  and  in  educa- 
ting their  children.  A  Sabbath  school 
is  attached  to  the  church,  which  collects 
and  instructs  from  seventy-five  to  a 
hundred  children  and  youth,  every  Sab- 
bath day.  Bible  classes  for  the  more 
advanced,  are  organized  and  taught  A 
week-day  school  is  also  taught,  which 
in  the  summer  season  usually  numbers 
more  than  one  hundred  scholars.  Until 
recently,  this  school  was  supported  bj 
a  contribution  from  the  parents,  of  one 
shilling  a  week  for  each  scholar.  The 
missionary,  in  his  annual  report,  re- 
marks :  **  We  have  added  but  eight  to 
our  communion  during  the  year — three 
from  the  world,  and  five  from  other 
churches;  yet  we  bless  God  that  we 
have  witnessed  a  very  apparent  growth 
in  grace  among  our  old  members.  Our 
prospects  are  brightening.  Several  are 
seeking  to  know  5ie  Lord.  Our  members 
have  nearly  all  signed  the  temperance 
pledge,  and  are  faithful  to  its  principles. 
We  have  taken  no  collections  for  mis- 
sionary purposes.  We  have  been  too 
poor.  We  will  try  to  do  something  pre- 
vious to  the  anniversary." 

Snow-Hill  and  Pitts-  Creek  churches^  Wor- 
cester Co,,  Md.,  Rev.  James  J,  Graff] 
Missionary  and  Pastor. 

The  churches   of  Snow-Hill   and 
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Pitts-Creek,  and  the  congregfations 
abo,  like  most  in  tkat  pc»rti(m  of  our 
field,  are  small.  The  population  in  the 
country  around  their  localitiest  is 
sparse ;  and  if  the  Gospel  is  sustained 
at  tiiese  places,  it  must  be  for  a  short 
period  yet  to  come,  in  part  at  least, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  some 
missicmary  society.  One  of  the  promi- 
nent causes  of  the  reduction  of  the 
strength  of  the  churcft  in  the  Peninsula, 
b^ween  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and 
oi  the  Chesapeake,  rendering  mission, 
ary  aid  nee^ul,  where  once  it  was  not, 
tksm  been  the  emigration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants to  the  South  and  West  Expe- 
rience and  observation^  however,  have 
corrected  some  of  the  noticNos  once  en- 
tertained upon  the  subject  of  improving 
the  condition,  or  of  amassing  a  fortune, 
by  a  removal  to  some  distent  part  of 
the  republic,  and,  consequentlv,  a  pro- 
minent cause  of  their  feebleness  is 
passing  away. 

The  population  have  lately  been  less 
inclined  to  leave  the  places  of  their 
fathers,  and  more  ready  to  seek  the 
comforts  and  luxuries  of  life  where  the 
providence  of  God  had  given  them  their 
Dirth.  In  process  of  time,  therefore,  it  is 
believed  that  these  churches  will  regain 
their  strength,  and  be  able  to  sustain 
themselves,  and  also  be  valuable  auxi- 
liaries in  helping  on  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  to  universal  extension  and  do- 
minion. 

NUiany  Valley  and  vicinity^  Centre  co., 
Pa.,  Rev,  FVankUn  D,  HarrU,  Mia- 
Honary, 

The  church  in  Nittany  Valley  was 
organized  in  the  early  part  of  the  sum- 
mer of  1840,  and  in  October  following, 
Mr.  Harris  was  commissioned  to  labor 
there,  and  in  the  vicinity,  for  six  months. 
His  labors  have  been  extended  to  the 
village  of  Pine  Grove,  on  the  borders 
of  Huntingdon  county,  and  also  at 
Spring  Mills,  in  Penn's  Valley,  as  well 
as  to  the  church  in  Nittany  Valley. 
The  congregations  attending  upon  his 
ministry,  have  usually  assembled  in  the 
German,  or  Methodist  houses  of  wor- 
ship, or  in  school-houses  and  private 
dwellings.  Having  no  house  of  their 
own,  and  passing  from  one  place  to 
anolier,  to  hold  their  religious  services, 
their  way  has  been  greauy  obstructed, 


and  it  has  been  impracticable  to  main- 
tain  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  elasses,^ 
and  to  observe  all  the  services  of  reli-* 
gion  with  that  regularity  which  is  de- 
sirable, and  connected  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  a  church  and  congregation. 
But  notwithstanding  these  hindnoices, 
the  ccmgregations  hsive  increased.  At 
Nittany,  means  have  been  raised  for 
building  a  meeting-house,  and  the  edi- 
fice is  begun.  At  Spring  Milk,  a 
church  has  also  been  recently  (orga- 
nized. It  is  12  miles  from  Nittany; 
and  means  are  collecting  now  to  erect 
a  house  of  worship  this  summer.  But 
these  are  not  the  only  fruits  of  the  la- 
hoTB  of  the  missionary.  The  Gospel 
has  been  heard  by  those  to  whom  he- 
has  preached,  with  evident  profits  at 
least  to  some.  The  pious  have  been 
edified.  Several  have  been  led  to  in- 
quire what  they  must  do  to  be  saved ; 
and  four,  hopefully  converted,  have 
been  added  to  the  church  by  profession. 
The  prospects  in  this  field  are  very  en- 
couraging. 

Atleniotmand  Crania  Iron  Worka  churck- 
M,  Re9,  R.  W,  LandUi  MUtUnary  an4 
Pattor^ 

When  Mr.  Landis  entered  this  field 
of  labor,  there  were  many  things  con- 
nected with  it  adapted  to  embarrass  and 
discourage  the  friends  of  evangelical 
religion.  Besides  the  evils  necessa- 
rily associated  with  a  small  and  feeble 
church,  were  the  influences  of  some  of 
the  ministry  among  the  German  popu- 
lation, by  which  they  were  surrounded^ 
By  these,  neological  opinions,  or  the 
system  of  rationalism  in  opposition  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Grospel,  were  incul- 
cated, and  prejudices  produced  against 
evangelical  truth.  But  the  most  en- 
couraging success  has  attended  the 
efforts  at  this  station.  The  congrega- 
tion has  more  than  trebled  its  numbers, 
and  the  usual  attendance  upon  the  or- 
dinances of  religion  is  good.  The  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Landis  have  been  extended 
beyond  the  village  of  Allentown  ;  and 
at  Crane's  Iron  Works,  a  few  miles  dis- 
tant, a  church  was  organized  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  that  is  now  closed, 
and  a  new  and  comfortable  church  edi- 
fice built  and  dedicated  to  the  worship 
of  God.  An  interesting  revival  of  re- 
ligion has  been  enjoyed  in  both  congre- 
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gations^  shd  a  niufiber  of  p^rsonfi  bope- 
tully  converted  to  Grod.  During  the 
year,  thirty-four  have  been  adoecT  to 
the  church;  of  whom,  twenty-eight 
were  by  examination,  and  six  by  letter. 
The  missionary  states,  that  *'tiie 
members  of  both  churches  adopt  the 
temperance  pledge ;  and,  in  addition  to 
this,  they  have  organized  another  tem- 
perance society,  which  now  numbers 
tbirty*six  members.  The  Sabbath 
schools  number  one  hundred  and  se- 
venty-five pupils.  The  monthly  concert 
is  becoming  of  more  interest,  and  better 


attended  ihftn  fotmerly.  Lectures  and 
prayer  meetings  are  statedly  maintained 
in  the  week.  The  state  of  morals  is 
improving,  and  neological  sentiibents 
are  giving  way  to  the  truth  of  the  Qos- 
pel.  Th6  Rev.  Mr.  Yeager,  and  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Frederic,  who,  less  than  two 
years  ago,  were  decided  preachers  of 
neology  or  rationalism,  have  openly  re- 
nounced their  errors,  and  now  proclaim 
to  their  dying  hearers — **  Jesus  cmd  him 
crucified,* '  It  is  thought  that  the  aid  of 
this  Society  will  not  be  needed  at  this 
station  more  than  one  year  more. 


Appointments  by  the  Exeeutite  Comfnitiee  of  the  A.  H.  AT.  S.,  from  Jime   tst  U 

My  Ut,  1841. 


Rt'Oippoinied, 

iLey.  L  Brainerd,  Oneida  and  Schena^do,  N.  Y. 
Rar.  E.  J.  Chapm&n,  SulUvan,  N.  T. 
R«v.  M.  HarriDftob,  MorraviUe,  N.  Y. 
Rar.  G.  Cross,  RichviUe  aad  Hermoo,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Charles  Bo>irles,  W.  Stockholm  and  &  C«n- 

ton,N.Y. 
R«v.  W.B.  Worden,  Liverpool,  N.  Y. 
Rar.  A.  W.  Piatt,  Hector.  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  K.  Ware,  Burdette,  N.  Y. 
Rav.  G.  T.  Everest,  V7.  Dresden,  N.  Y. 
Rav.  Wm.  Waith,  EUington,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  C.  B.  Smith,  Homellsville. 
Rev.  Chas.  Danforth,  Stockton  and  Ckailotte,  H.  Y. 
Rev.  Beaufort  Ladd,  Rose,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Abel  Caldwell,  Hunt's  Hollow,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  James  Millar,  Chateaugay,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Phinehas  Bailey,  Hebfon,  N.  Y. 


Rev.  Jairoe  Wilcox,  Geneseo,  BL 

Kev.  Asa  t*urner,  in  desthate  pfoaea  in  low*,  half 
thetimew 

Rev.  T.  P.  Emersen,  te  labor  hi  tke  ref  ion  b«rder- 
ing  on  the  Wabesipinicon  River,  Iowa. 

Rev.R.  Gaylord,to  labor  in  Ika  region  fyittf  be- 
tween the  Shank  and  Iowa  Rivers. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Woods,  to  go  to  Iowa* 

Ifwt  in  cMMussfon  Utt  f4mt» 

Rev.  C.  M.  Beaton,  Wooers,  IT.  Y. 

Rev.N.Hurd,Tnrki,N.Y. 

Rev.  Roswell  Brooks,  ChaboerB  alid  PendletonJf.Y. 

Rev.  Daniel  Waldo,  Victory,  K.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Hoogii,  Red  Creek,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  E.  F.  WaMo,  Huron,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  O.  Lyman,  East  Dn  Page,  111. 

Rev.  Jamea  Conly,  Springfield,  Pa. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums  from  June  istto  July  ist,  1841. 

New-Haven,  West  Coas.,H.  M.  8.,  by 
A.  Townsead,  Trees.,  vis. : 
Derby,  45  37 

Hamden,  East  Plains,  |&  75}  Ladies' 

Sew.  Soc,  $5  S5,  15  00 

Hamden,  Mount  Carmel,  16  09 

Middlebury,  Benev.  Assoc,  $34 ;  Eli 

Hiae,  $10,  44  00 

Milford,  First  Society,  Sft  fHA 

North  Milford,  Aaron  Smith,  L.  M., 

$30;  others,  $10  50,  46  50 

Woodbridge,  Cong.  Soc,  18  S9 

North   Woodstock,  Muddy  Brook,  by 

Rev.  T.  Boutelle,  40  00 

Sharon,  by  D.  Gould,  T.  Beecher,  $1 } 

£.  Hamlin,  $1 ;  Mrs.  Hamlin,  SO  cents,       3  50 
Stoninjtton,  Fem.  Aux.,  by  Miss  L.  A. 

Sheffield,  20  00 

Stratford,  coll. ,  by  H.  Holden,  Esq.,  36  55 

NEW-YORK— 
Brooklyn,  viz: 
First  Preab.  Okt  R.  P.  Buck,  $5 ;  D. 
Leavitt,  $30  {   F.  How,  $80;  Mrs. 
Ann  Frances  Seon,  L.  M.,  $30 ;  Airs. 


MAgSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary  Society,  by  B.  Perkins,  Asst. 
Treas.,inclnding  the  following  legacies: 
Bradford,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tuttle,  2d  12 
MUlbury,  Rev.  Osgood  Herrick,  410  38 
Oakham,  Mrs.  Thankfol  Evans,  23  87 
Beekonk,  Miss  Polly  French,      52  30  1000  00 

Nerthbridge,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 
Miss  Sarah  Fletcher,  by  £.  W. 
Fletcher,  75  00 

Worcester,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 
Miss  RebeccaWaldo,  by  E.  Washburn,  1550  00 

CONNECTICUT— 

Berlin,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 

Thames  Wilcox,  by  B.  Ely,  270  00 

Branford,  Mrs.  Sally  Gilbert,  10  00 

Durham,  Rev.  D.  Smith,  D.  D.,  5  00 

Fairfield  Co.  H.  M.  S.,  by  G.  St  John, 
viz.:  New-Canaan,  Branch  Soc, 
$42  79;  Lydian  Society,  $41  18,  83  97 

Meriden,  coli,  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Perkins^         54  00 
New-Haven,  Mrs.  H.  Herrick,  by  £.  C. 
Herrick,  1^  00 
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Sdward  DttnMOinb,  L.  M^$30;  D. 
Wesson,  $5}  A.  Wesson,  $5;  E.  U. 
Burger,  |3;  W.  Torrey,|20}  J.  D. 
Hurlbut,  190;  E.  D  Hurlbut,  $15; 
Juvenile  Atiss.  Soc.,  by  R.  Creed, 
Treas.,  $44, 
Lumberlandi  Cong.  CbnbyRcr.F.  Kyte, 
Newtown,  L.  I.,  Colored  Ch.,  by  Rey.  J. 

Gibba, 
New- York  City,  viz : 
JBUeeksr  SU  Ok.^  T.  L.  Chester, 
Eighth  Avenue  Preah.  Ch.^  Mon.  con. 

coll.,  by  M.  Wessells, 
MadiMon  St.  Oh.,  to  const.  Rey.  J.  W. 

McLane,  L.  D., 
Mereer  St  Oh.,  W.  W.  Chester,  $100; 

Wm.  Shaw,  $90, 
Providence  Ohf^et,  Fern.  H.  M.  Sn  by 
Rev.  J.  Harrison, 
Patchogue,  L.  L,  by  Rey.  B.  Mathias, 
Preston,  cong.,  by  Rey.  H.  Dyer, 
Sciencevilie,  Mrs.  Dosha  Strong,  to  const, 
her  daughter,  Miss  Louisa  Strong,  a 
L.M., 
FLORIDA— 
Fort  Pierce,  yiz:   Major  T.  Child,  $5; 
Lieutenants  Qeo.  Taylor,  $2;  £.  L 
Steptoe,  $5 ;  W.  T.  Sherman.  $1 ;  As- 
sistant Surgeon  J.  Sinuns,  $5;  Sergeant 
MiUor  LG.  Bready,$l ;  SergeanU,  Lay- 
ton,  $1;  Cheaney.$9;   Bulkiey,  $1; 
Cresmond,  $1 ;  Conporals,  N.  Boon,  50 
cents;  J.  Dillman,  $1 ;  Artificers,  L  S. 
Manners,  50  cents ;  D.  Boyd,  50  cents ; 
Musician  N.  McFeily,  50  cenU ;  Pri- 
vatefc,  J.  Knox,  $1;  H.  Button,  50  cents ; 
J.  Buck,  50  cents ;  B.  Tout,  $1 ;  A.  Cur- 
ran,  50  cents ;  Carroll,  50  cents ;  P. 
Murphy,  50  cents ;  Molntyre,  50  cents ; 
McChert,50  cents;  Morris, 50  cents; 
Newport,  50  cents ;  Boyle,  50  cents ; 
E.  Crowell,  50  cents ;  J.H.  Browne,  50 
cenU;   W.  Alexander,  50  cents;  T. 
Kennedy,  50  cents ;  P.  Bolan,  50  cents ; 
Bathurst,50cenU;  L.  Baker,  50  cenU; 
T.  Bready,  50  cents ;  Quarter  Master's 
Dep't,  C.  L  Monk,  $5;  F.  Hoffman, 
50  cents;   Mrs.   H<^man,  50  cents; 
John  Kuntz,  50  cents;  L.  Dexter,  50 
cenU ;  C.  Taylor.  $1 ;  Pilots,  H.  Ash- 
lock,  $2 ;  J.  Middlehunt,  $1 ;  J.  Carton, 
$1 ;  E.  Herring,  $1 ;   R.  Hogan,  $1 1 
W.  Mayhtr,  50  cents ;  Suttlers,  J.  L. 
Palmer,  $9  50 ;  C.  W.  Fisher,  $5, 
INDIANA— 
Bethany,  Ch.,by  Rey.  W.  C.  Rankin, 
Brownstown,  do  do 

ILLINOIS- 
Beebee's  Groye,  by  Rey.  F.  Bascom, 
Chicago,  do  do 

jnCHlGAN— 
Unadilla,  by  Rey.  D.  R.  Dixen» 


237  00 
544 

650 

500 

790 

100  00 

190  00 

18  00 

3  90 

95  00 

30  00 


eooo 


8  18 
400 


400 

eo  00 


900 


$4077  01 
JASPER  CORNING,  Treatuer. 

IttceipU  o/the  Oentral  Agency  at  Utica,N.  Y.,from 
Aprilinth  (e  June  I5th,  1841.  Rev.  A.  Crane,  Sec 

10  49. 

56  00 

400 

8  00 

19  00 

19  94 

95  00 

37  00 
44  10 

96  88 
59  40 


Antwerp,  by  A.  Ely, 

BinghamptOD,  by  O.  Ely, 

Borodino,  Fern.  Benev.  Soc.» 

Carthage,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc, 

Elbridge,  coll.,  $19;  Fem.  H.  M.  Soc,  $7, 

La  Fayette,  by  Mr.  Andrews, 

Leyden,  by  E.  Evans, 

Lysander,  coll.,  in  part,  $7;  Fem.  H.  M. 

Assoc,  Mrs.  M.  Townsend,  Tr.,  $30, 
Manlius,  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Marcellus, 

New-York  Mills,  by  Mr.  Sheldon, 
Oneida    and    Schenando,  by  Rev.   L 

Brainard, 
Otisco,  colL,  $43;  Fem.  Beney.  Soc,  to 


19  50 


const  Rey.  Sidney  Mills,  a  L.  BL,  Mrs. 

S.  J.  Dowd,  Tr.,  $39  47,  75  47 

P^terboro,  by  Deac.  Stevens,  40  56 

Pompey,  by  Mr.  Rand,  16  50 

RuUaud,  10  12 
Sauquoit,  in  full,  to  const  Rev.  Francis 

Janes,  a  L.  AL,  16  25 

Smithville,  8  74 

Sullivan,  by  Rey.  E.  J.  Chapman,  8  00 

Watertown,                                            ^  21  79 


$519  74 


Receipts  of  the  New-Hampshire  Mianonary 
for  ike  quarter  Mding  July  1, 1841. 
En^eld,  Rev.  B.  Burge, 
Haverhill,  Cong.  Soc, 
Sullivan  Co., 
Cornbb,  Home  Miss.  Soc,  $11  19  f  Mrs. 

B.  F.  Dorr,  $5 ;  Sarah  Wyman,  $5, 
Langdon,  Mon.  con.  coll.,  $6 ;  Mrs.  Han- 
nah F.  Prentice,  $9, 
Claremont,  Cong.  Soc, 
Meredith  Bridge,  Rev.  J.  R.  Young, 
Boscawen  West,  Young  People's  Beney. 

Soc, 
Brookline,  Cong.  Soc,  in  part,  to  const 

Rev.  D.  Goodwin,  a  L.  M., 
Wakefield,  Cong.  Socn 
Blanchester,  Cong.  Soc, 
Gilmanton  Center,  Andrew  Mack,  $5; 

Mrs.  Maria  L.  Mack,  $5, 
Peterborough,  legacy  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ave- 

rill,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Whiton, 
Boscawen  East,  Dr.  Thomas  Peach, 
Northwood,  Mrs.  Mary  Coe,  $6 ;  Cong. 

Soc,  $19, 
Denny  vilie,  Cong.  Soc, 
Deering,  Cong.  Soc,  $8  99 ;  Mrs.  Francis 

Fisher,  $15 ;  Mrs.  Anna  Fisher,  $5, 
Meredith  Bridge,  Cong.  Soc, 
Strafford  Co.,  , 

Sandwich,  Mon.  con.  coll., 
Wolfborough  North,  Cong.  Soc, 
Wolfborough  Bridge,  Cong.  Soc, 
Dover,  Cong.  Soc, 
New-Ipswich,  Cong.  Soc, 
Barrington,  Cong.  Soc, 
Concord,  South  Cong.  Soc,  $14  53 ;  T. 

R.  Gage,  $5;  Mrs.  Nancy  Aikin,  $5; 

Rev.  Daniel  J.  Noyes,  $5, 
Hopkinton,  Female  friend, 
Newport,  Miss  Mary  A.  Gilmore,  $5; 

Deac  Joseph  Wilcox,  5 ;  A.  Hatch,$5, 
Keene,  a  lady, 
Sullivan,  Cong.  Soc, 
Arlington,  Cong.  Soc, 
Alstead,  Cong.  Soc, 
Rindge,  an  aged  lady  on  her  death-bed. 
Rev.  B.  P.  Stone,  for  supplying  at  Hen- 

niker, 
Brentwood,  Cong.  Soc, 
Henniker,  Page  Eaton,  Esq., 
Salisbury, 

Loudon  Village,  Cong.  Soc, 
Merrimack  Ca, 
Campton,  Edmund  Cook, 
Boscawen  East,  Cong.  Soc, 
Cent  Institution, 


Society, 

500 
97  14 

888 

2119 

800 
238 
500 

15  00 

20  CO 
500 

16  50 

10  oa 

10  00 
20O 

18  00 
25  09 

28  99 
500 
720 

10  75 
225 
844 
32T 

37  001 
448 


29  53 
1  0& 

15  00 
500 
987 
486 
70Q 
200 

9100 
6  11 
500 
200 
3.00 

32  70 

500 

535 

594  31 

$983  92 


Rev.  A,  Hole  acknowledges  the  following: 
Springfield,  HI..  9d  Presb.  Ch.,  coU.,  $54  87 ; 
Rev.  A.  Halej  in  part  to  const  Mrs.  C. 
A.  Scarrett,  a  L.  M .,  $10,  64  87 

Rev.  Joel  Fiek  acknowledges  the  receipt  <^  the  folr 
lowing : 

Champlain,  N.  T.,  Presb.  Ch^  Benev.  Soc, 
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SCENES  IN  A  REVIVAL 

IN   VElMONTVILtE,  MICHIGAN. 

[Furttisked  by  tb«  Pdstor.] 

[Our  readers  will  remember  the  interesting 
Bcoount  of  a  work  of  grace,  published  in  the 
Home  Missionary  for  April,  p*  27L  Since 
that  time  we  have  received  a  more  detailed 
statement,  from  which  we  select  the  follow- 
ih^  particulars.] 

To  some  extent^  jealousies  and  con- 
tentions had  arisen^  which  had  produced 
idienation  of  feelii^.  These  things 
were  owing  partly  to  politics,  and  pardy 
to  other  causes.  As  God  was  now 
among  us,  and  it  was  evident  that  a 
great  work  was  about  to  he  accom* 
pllshed,  it  seemed  necessary  that  the 
way  should  be  prepared,  and  that  no 
one  should  be  found  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  chariot  of  the  Lord.  The  solemn 
inquiry  seemed  involuntarily  to  be  made 
1^  almost  every  individual,  •*  Who 
stands  in  the  way  of  the  great  work 
that  is  going  on !  Lord,  is  it  I V*  And 
from  this  arose  a  general  disposition 
among  nearly  all,  to  confess  the  wrongs 
of  which  they  had  been  guilty. 

When  the  work  commenced,  there 
seemed  to  be  an  unusual  degree  of  so- 
lemnity among  the  impenitent  Not  a 
lisp  of  open  opposition  was  heard  from 
a  single  individual.  From  the  very 
commencement  of  the  work,  every  one 
seemed  disposed  to  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  great  concerns  of  the 
soul ;  and  almost  every  one  seemed  to 
feel,  that  for  him^  «  now  was  the  accep- 
ted time,  NOW  the  day  of  salvation." 
The  way  appeared  thus  to  be  fi^y  pre- 
pared, and  salvation  began  to  flow  down 
upon  our  little  settlement  like  a  mighty 


river.  In  a  day  or  two,  the  fervent 
prayers  which  were  continually  ascend- 
ing to  the  throne  of  grace,  began  evi- 
dently to  be  answered.  One  soul  after 
another  was  brought  to  rejoice  in  the 
hope  of  pardoned  sin.  Two  young  men, 
who  lived  together  in  the  same  dwel- 
ling, were  the  first  who  surrendered 
themselves  into  the  hands  of  the  Sa- 
viour. Others,  however,  soon  followed. 
We  were  reminded  of  the  words  of  our 
Saviour,-^**  One  shall  be  taken,  and  the 
oUier  left :"  but  in  nK>st  cases  we  were 
rejoiced  to  see  that  the  one  who  was 
left  was  not  fkr  behind.  A  husband  and 
a  wife — a  young  man  and  a  young  wo- 
man— a  father  and  a  son-— and,  here  and 
diero)  one  in  the  Sabbath  school,  were 
successively  brought  to  lay  themselves 
down  at  the  foot  of  the  cross*  While 
there  were  none  who  seemed  in  the 
least  disposed  to  throw  any  obstacle  in 
the  way,  yet  there  were  a  few  ca- 
ses of  hardened  impenitence.  Some 
four  or  five  individuals  had  enjoyed 
from  childhood  a  more  than  commcm 
share  of  religious  privileges.  These 
were  all  men  at  the  head  of  families. 
They  had  all  passed  through  a  number 
of  revivals  of  religion.  Some  of  them 
had  been  the  subjects  of  many  prayers. 
Soon  after  the  work  commenced,  these 
individuals  sent  in  a  united,  written  re- 
quest, that  prayer  might  be  continually 
ofiered  to  God,  that  their  souls  might  be 
converted,  and  that  they  might  be  ena- 
bled to  set  an  example  of  piety  before 
their  families.  This  important  request 
was  of  course  frequently  remembered. 
Soon,  one  of  these  individuals  was  found 
rejoicing  in  the  hope  of  the  Grospel.  In 
a  day  or  two,  another,  and  then  another, 
became  the  hopeful  subjects  of  renew- 
ing  grace.  All  these  individuals  are  now, 
we  trust,  in  the  way  to  heaven,  with  the 
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exception  of  one,  whose  case  is  yet 
somewhat  doubtful.  In  each  of  tiiese 
families,  an  altar  is  now  erected  to  the 
living  God. 

During  the  progress  of  the  work,  I 
was  awakened  in  Sie  night  by  some  one 
rapping  at  the  door.  One  of  the  indi- 
viduals above  alluded  to  came  in,  and 
the  first  words  he  uttered  were,  **  Mr. 
C,  I  am  going  to  hell  as  fast  as  I  can 
go :  do  get  up  and  pray  for  me."  After 
a  few  words  of  conversation,  prayer  was 
offered ;  and  he  left  me  still  pressed 
down  with  a  sense  of  sin.  Soon  after, 
he  was  in  some  measure  relieved  of  his 
burden ;  and  we  hope  he  is  now  a  new 
creature  in  Christ' Jesus. 

Another  of  the  individuals  above  al- 
luded to,  was  a  man  of  a  large  family. 
His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  church, 
but  himself  and  children  were  all  in  a 
state  of  impenitence.  This  family  had 
been  brought  up  in  one  of  the  towns  in 
Vermont,  where  the  stated  means  of 
grace  had  always  been  enjoyed,  and 
where  they  had  passed  through  a  num- 
ber of  extensive  and  powerful  revivals 
of  religion.  When  the  work  commenced 
here,  it  was  hoped  Uiat  as  they  were 
now  thrown  into  new  circumstances, 
and  had  some  new  influences  to  operate 
upon  them,  they  might  still  become  the 
subjects  of  the  blessed  work  that  was 
going  on :  and  in  this  we  were  not  dis< 
appointed.  For  soon  one  son  was  re- 
joicing  in  hope,  and  then  another,  and 
then  a  daughter.  In  the  end,  the  father 
and  &ye  children  were  hopefully  made 
the  subjects  of  renewing  grace.  This 
included  all  the  faimily  except  two 
small  children.  Thus,  this  family  which 
had  so  long  resisted  the  grace  of  God 
under  the  most  favorable  means  of  sal- 
vation, have  been  eminently  blessed  in 
this  their  new  location,  and  are  now,  as 
we  humbly  trust,  making  a  treasure  in 
the  skies  the  first  object  of  their  atten- 
tion. 

Another  circumstance  may  be  worthy 
of  notice.  About  three  years  since,  a 
man  came  into  our  settlement  from  the 
state  of  New- York.  He  had  no  family, 
and  lived  from  house  to  house,  as  he 
could  find  employment  Before  he  came 
to  the  west,  his  habits  had  been  some, 
what  intemperate.  After  his  arrival 
here,  he  seemed  to  be  industrious  and 
steady,  and  his  general  conduct  was 


such,  that  he  made  friends  of  all  with 
whom  he  became  acquainted.  Still, 
however,  no  motive  could  induce  him  to 
attend  meeting,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces. He  generally  spent  his  Sabbaths, 
where  he  happened  to  be  at  work.  He 
had  lived  two  and  a  half  years  in  the 
place,  in  tiiis  way,  without  attending  a 
single  religious  meeting,  or  hearmg  a 
single  sermon;  and  it  was  generally 
supposed  that  no  consideration  would 
bring  him  to  the  place  of  worship.  On 
a  certain  Sabbath  in  the  former  part  of 
last  winter,  this  man,  to  the  surprise  of 
every  body,  was  seen  to  enter  the  meet- 
ing. After  this,  he  continued  to  come 
regularly,  for  a  number  of  successive 
Sabbaths.  He  likewise  attended  all  our 
evening  meetings.  When  the  revival 
commenced,  he  was  deeply  impressed. 
Soon  after,  a  change  came  over  his  feeK 
ings,  and  he  now  hopes  that  he  is  a  ehiM 
of  God. 

This  work  of  God  has  effected  a  great 
and  delightful  change  in  our  commu- 
nity. \^nien  it  became  evident  that  God 
was  among  us  by  his  Spirit,  Christians 
generally  felt  that  our  prayers  and  our 
faith  must  embrace  every  individual  in 
the  settlement.  And  prayer  was  con* 
tinually  offered,  that  the  chariot  ci  the 
Lord  might  move  onward,  until  every 
soul  was  brought  into  the  ark  of  safety. 
And  in  looking  round,  we  find  that  not 
more  than  two  or  three  individuals -in 
our  settlement,  or  within  two  or  three 
miles  around  it,  are  now  without  a  hope 
that  they  have  been  bom  again.  And 
these  individuals  seem  to  be  much  in- 
terested to  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Here  then  we  have  a  community,  in- 
sulated in  a  measure  from  the  world, 
and  free,  to  a  great  extent,  from  its  con- 
taminations, and  its  grosser  vices,  and  al- 
most every  individual  composing  it  hope- 
fully pious.  What  God  designs  to  ac- 
complish by  us,  we  know  not — but  we 
hope  and  pray  that  this  little  settlement 
may  be  the  means  of  accomplishing 
great  good  in  this  destitute  region, 
where,  in  the  providence  of  Grod,  it  is  lo- 
cated. In  this  respect,  many  of  our 
people  seem  to  feel  that  God  has  placed 
them  in  circumstances  of  peculiar  re- 
sponsibility, and  we  greatly  need  the 
prayersLof  the  christian  public,  that  this 
responsibility 'may  be  felt  more  and 
more* 
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*  ▲  TllUB  TO  SAHCI'' 


'  ▲  TlMl  TO  DIE."/ 


[Furniahed  by  a  Blifsionary] 

The  first  victim  of  the  pestilence  was 

H B ,  she  was  the  youngest  of 

3  daughters  in  a  family.  Eveir  mem- 
ber of  which  was  impenitent  On  Sun- 
day, February  7th,  she  returned  in  the 
stage  to  her  father's,  to  make  prepara- 
tion for  a  ball  during  the  week.  On 
Monday  she  was  engaged  with  her 
sisters  in  the  usual  labors  of  the  family. 
She  seemed  the  picture  of  health ;  was 
unusually  talkative  and  happy.  She 
remarked  to  her  sisters  the  independ- 
ence she  meant  to  assume  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  ball.  '*  You,"  said  she,  **  are 
to  l^  dressed  in  white^  but  I  shall  appear 
in  black,**  On  Tuesday,  the  pestilence 
seized  her — Thursday  she  died.  Oh 
the  reverse !  On  the  evening  of  the 
ball,  the  joyous  Harriet  lay  in  her  white 
shroudj  a  corpse ;  and  the  weeping 
sisters  kept  vigils  in  black. 

The  day  of  her  funeral  was  exceed- 
ingly stormy.  The  wind  howled  the 
death  dirge.  I  preached  to  a  solemn 
audience  from  the  words  of  Balaam, 
♦*  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,** 
The  grief  of  the  family  was  excessive. 
On  taking  the  last  look  of  the  deceased, 
the  sisters  wept  aloud.  They  called  on 
their  departed  sister  in  the  piteous 
meanings  of  despair.  It  was  all  in  vain, 
death  would  not  release  his  prey.  We 
conveyed  the  body  to  the  grave,  there 
to  remain  till  the  trump  of  God  shall 
awake  the  sleeping  dust 


THE  CONVERTED  FRENCHMAN. 
[Farniahed  by  a  Cbrgyman.] 

Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters :  for 
thou  shaltjind  it  after  many  days,  Eccl. 
11:1. 

Some  few  years  since,  the  writer  left 
hiB  own  flock  for  a  little  season  to  aid 
the  pastor  of  the  church  in  C,  on  the 
borders  of  Canada,  in  the  exercises  of 
a  protracted  meeting.  The  Lord  blessed 
the  meeting  by  a  gracious  refreshing 
from  his  presence. 

It  was  a  day  of  his  power,  and  many 
were  made  tvUling — willing  to  forsake 
ein,  and  choose  the  Lord  Jehovah  for 
their  everlasting  portion.    There  was  a 


glorious  ingatberinff  into  the  fold  of 
Christ  And  often  has  the  writer  been 
reminded  of  the  passage  at  the  head  o£ 
this  article,  by  the  many  tokens  of  kind- 
ness, which  he  has  unexpectedly  re- 
ceived from  that  people,  since  that 
I  period.  One  fact,  delicious  to  his  soul, 
I  he  cannot  forbear  to  mention. 

During  the  progress  of  the  meetinff, 
a  French  gentleman,  from  Canada,  made 
his  appearance  in  the  congregation.  He 
listened  with  serious  attention  to  the 
truth  spoken;  confessed  that  he  had 
"come  to  seek  the  right  way."  He 
understood  the  English  language  ;  had 
been  educated  a  Catholic,  but^r  some 
years  previous  he  had  been  strictly  an 
unbeliever^  renouncing  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, all  religion.  His  attention  wad 
now  deeply  arrested,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  set  his  sins  in  order  before  his 
eyes.  He  felt  his  condemnation  by  the 
law  of  God  ;  his  lost  and  ruined  state  ; 
his  just  exposure  to  eternal  death ! 
The  way  of  salvation  through  Jesus 
Christ  was  pointed  out  to  him,  and  witJi 
all  the  simplicity  of  a  little  child  he 
said,  "  I  will  submit  to  Christ" 

The  meeting  drew  to  a  close,  and 
never  will  the  writer  forget  the  expres-^ 
sive  countenance  of  that  stranger,  in 
the  last  hour ;  and  when  he  gave  him 
the  parting  hand,  and  warned  him  of  the 
temptations  he  would  meet  in  the  Pro- 
vince, among  his  friends  and  kindred^ 
all  that  he  could  utter  from  a  full  hearty 
and  a  full  eye,  was  *^pray  for  me,** 
They  parted ;  the  writer  to  ms  house, 
fifty  miles  distant, — the  Frenchman  to  a 
dark  Catholic  village  in  Canada. 

A  few  weeks  since,  just  three  yean 
from  the  time  of  that  protracted  meet- 
ing, the  writer  being  on  a  journey,  halted 

in   that  Catholic  village.    Mr. 

was  sought  for,  and  found ;  and  found, 
too,  a  decided  Christian, 

Ever  after  the  meeting  at  C.  he  had 
made  the  Bible  his  constant  companion ; 
he  held  daily  and  delightful  communion 
with  God;  and  maintained  an  exem- 
plary christian  character.  "But,"  said 
he,  "  I  felt  that  I  was  not  doing  enough ; 
that  it  was  wrong  to  keep  my  light 
under  a  bushel ;  that  I  must  break  out, 
and  speak  for  God,  and  confess  Christ 
before  men." 

He  went,  and  united  with  the  Pines- 
byterian  church  at  C,  17  miles  distant, 
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and  soon  after,  by  the  assistance  c^ 
another  Protestant  brother  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, set  up  a  prayer  meeting  in  his 
own  village.  Catholics  came  in  to 
hear  them  pray,  and  God  heard  and 
answered  their  prayers.  Two  mterest- 
ing  young  Frenchmen,  had  been  con- 
vinced of  sin ;  had  renounced  their 
errors,  and  were  hopefully  converted  to 
God,  and  were  now  earnestly  praying 
for  the  conversion  of  others.  So  the 
leaven  is  working — so  the  light  is  shining 
in  a  dark  place  ;  and  it  will  continue  to 
shine,  till  meeting  the  rays  that  are 
beaming  from  the  mission  of  Madam 
Feller,  and  from  other  points,  it  will 
spread  in  a  flood  of  glory  all  over  that 
benighted  Province  I 

Surely  this  interview  with  that  Chris- 
tian brother,  was  a  most  delicious  morsel 
from  tiiat  bread  of  life,  which  many  days 
before  had  been  cast  upon  the  waters. 
If  the  minister  of  Christ,  be  often 
cheered  on  his  way  by  such  rich  repasts 
here  below,  what  wifl  the  fiill  fruition 
be  in  heaven  ? 

A  FASTOB. 


ABSUKDlTT  OF  HEAFING  UF  EICHBS. 
[From  Dick  on  Covetoosnen.] 

%e  Reverend  Mr.  Hagamore,  of  CotS" 
h^,  Leicestershire,  died  in  January, 
1776.  It  was  foamd  that  he  had  accu« 
muhtted  thirty  gowns  and  cassocks,  one 
hundred  pair  of  breeches,  one  hundred 
pair  of  bcK)ts,  four  hundred  pair  of  shoes, 
eighty  wigs,  yet  always  loote  his  awn 
hairy  fifly-eirfit  dogs,  eighty  wagons 
and  carts,  ei^ty  ploughs,  and  used  nonCt 
fifty  saddles,  and  furniture  for  the  me- 
nace, thirty  wheel-barrows,  sixty  horses 
and  mares,  seventy-four  ladders,  two 
hundred  pick-axes,  two  hundred  spades 
and  shovels,  two  hundred  and  forty- nine 
razors,  and  so  many  walking  sticks, 
that  a  toysman  in  Leicesternelds,  of- 
fered eight  pounds  sterling  to  procure 


*  This  sinffiilar  clergyman,  when  he  died, 
was  worth  £700  per  annum,  and  £1000  in 
money,  which  fell  to  a  ticket  porter  in  Lon- 
don. He  kept  one  servant  of  each  sex, 
whom  he  locked  up  every  night  His  last 
employment  on  an  evening,  was  to  bo  round 
his  premises,  let  loose  bis  dogs,  and  fire  his 


them.*  Every  one  will  al  once  p«r- 
ceive,  that  this  man,  although  he  had 
the  title  of  "  Reverend"  afiixed  to  his 
name,  must  have  been  nothing  else  but 
a  Reverend /ooZ,  or  something  approach- 
ing to  a  maniac;  for,  to  accumulate 
such  a  number  of  useful  articles,  mere- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  looking  at  them,  or 
brooding  over  the  idea  that  they  were 
in  one's  possession,  without  any  hi^ier 
object  in  view,  is  surely  the  character- 
istic of  folly  and  irrationality,  if  any 
thing  ought  to  designate  a  person  a  fool 
or  a  madman. 

Now,  let  us  suppose  for  a  moment, 
instead  of  money,  a  man  were  to  hoard 
in  a  garret  or  a  warehouse  appropriated 
for  the  purpose — 10,000  p<rts  or  caul- 
drons that  were  never  to  be  used  in 
cooking  victuals,  or  for  any  other  pro- 
cess,—15,000  tea-kettles,  20,000  coffee- 
pots, 25,000  pair  of  boots,  30,000  knee- 
buckles,  32,000  great  coats,  and  ^000 
pair  of  trowsers — suppose  that  none  of 
these  articles  were  intended  to  be  sold 
or  appropriated  to  such  uses  as  they  are 
generally  intended  to  serve,  but  merely 
to  be  gazed  at  from  day  to  day,  or  ocm- 
templated  in  the  ideas  of  them  that  float 
before  the  imagination — whsX  should  we 
think  of  the  man  who  spent  his  whole 
life,  and  concentrated  all  the  energies 
of  his  soul  in  such  romantic  pursuits 
and  acquisitions  ?  We  should  at  once 
decide,  that  he  was  unqualified  for  as- 
sociating with  raticmal  beings,  and  fit 
only  for  a  place  within  the  precincts  <^ 
bedlam.  But  what  is  the  great  differ- 
ence between  accumulating  twenty 
thousand  cork-screws,  or  thirty  thou- 
sand shoe-brushes,  and  hoarding  as 
many  thousands  of  shillings,  dollars  or 
pieces  of  pqier  called  bank  notes,  which 
are  never  intended  to  be  brought  forth 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ? 

The  cases  are  ahnost  exactly  parallel ; 
and  he  who  is  considered  as  a  fool  or 
maniac,  in  the  one  case,  deserves  to  be 
branded  with  the  same  epithets,  in  the 
other. 


gun.  He  lost  bis  life  as  follows :  going  one 
morning  to  let  out  his  servants,  the  dogs 
lawned  upon  him  suddenly,  and  threw  him 
into  a  pond,  where  he  was  found  dead.  His 
servants  heard  his  calls  for  assistance,  bul, 
being  locked  up,  they  could  not  lend  him 
any  help* 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  COMPARED  WITH  OTHER  COUNTRIES. 
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If  or  way 

aud 
Sweden. 


G.  Britain. 


Prussia. 


i  f      I  Naples.         Portugal.        Sardinia.       Netherlands.      Switzerland. 

"LI  "U  -ad  -a-q   -d   -n    -^-0 


The  diagrams  which  are  given  above,  are  intended  to  represent  the  propor- 
tional areas  of  the  countries,  whose  names  are  appended  to  them.  The  figures 
prefixed,  express  this  proportion  in  numbers.  Thus,  the  area  of  the  United 
States,  being  reckoned  as  1,  the  area  of  Hindoostan  is  expressed  by  i,  and  that 
of  France  by  -jV  >  which  means  that  Hindoostan  is  but  half,  and  France  a  tenth 
as  large  as  the  United  States. 

VOL.  XIV.  *  9 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


08  THE  HOME  MISSIONARY.  S^tember, 

From  a  comparison/  of  the  foregoing  diagrams,  it  is  seenr— 

That  the  territory  of  the  United  States  is  sixteen  times  as  large  as  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

That  it  is  ten  times  as  large  as  France^ 

That  it  is  more  than  six  times  as  large  as  Great  Britain  and  France  taken 
together. 

That  China  proper,  and  Hindoostan,  are  each  of  them  but  half  as  large  as  the 
United  States. 

That  the  whole  of  EuropSf  ex:clusive  erf  Russia,  does  not  greatly  differ  in  super- 
ficial extent  from  our  own  republic. 

It  is  generally  admitted,  that  the  agricultural  capabilities  of  the  United  States 
are  not  surpassed,  by  those  of  any  portion  of  the  globe  of  equal  extent  The 
same  excellence  may  be  claimed  for  the  salubrity  of  the  climate.  What,  then 
is  to  hinder  the  population  from  becoming  as  dense,  as  any  other  in  the  world  1 
But  if  the  density  should  ever  equal  that  of  Europe — viz.  110  to  each  square 
mile — the  population  of  the  United  States  would  amount  to  220  millions. 

If  the  density  should  ^ual  that  of  Hindoostan,  (50  per  square  mile,)  the  popu- 
lation would  be  100  millions. 

If  the  density  should  equal  that  of  China,  (150  per  square  mile,)  the  popular 
tion  would  be  300  millions. 

Now,  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  present  civilization  and  Christianity  of 
this  country  are  vastly  more  favorable  to  the  preservation  of  life  than  the  degra- 
dation and  superstitions  of  the  Hindoos  and  Chinese ;  and  that  our  civil  institu- 
tions are  at  least  as  favorable  to  the  increase  and  preservation  of  human  being» 
as  those  of  Europe,  we  may  safely  take  the  average  density  of  population  of  the 
countries  abo^e  mentioned,  as  data  by  which  to  estimate  our  own*  This  average 
is  103.3  to  the  square  mile — ^giving  as  the  prospective  population  of  our  country 
207  millions. 

A  European  writer  who  has  been  extensively  quoted,  advances  the  bold  pro. 
position,  that  the  natural  resources  of  the  American  Continent,  if  fully  developed^ 
would  afford  sustenance  for  3,600  millions  of  inhabitants,  or  four  times  the  pre* 
sent  population  of  the  globe.  He  also  regards  it  as  probable,  that  the  actual  popu* 
lation  will  not  fall  short  of  2,000  millions.  The  proportion  of  this  number  which, 
should  be  assigned  to  the  United  States,  would  be  one-fiiteenth,  or  2t)6,666,666i. 
The  writer  alluded  to  goes  on  to  say : — 

"And  what  is  more  surprising,  there  is  every  probability  that  this  prodigious 
population  will  be  in  existence  within  three  or  four  centuries.  The  imagination 
is  lost  in  contemplating  a  state  of  things,  which  will  make  so  great  and  rapid  a 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  world.  We  almost  fancy  it  is  a  dream ;  and  yet^ 
the  result  is  based  on  principles  quite  a& certain  as  those  which  govern  the  con- 
duct of  men  in  their  ordinary  pursuits.  Nearly  all  social  improvements,  spring 
from  the  reciprocal  influence  of  large  and  condensed  numbers  and  diffused  intel- 
ligence. What,  then,  will  be  the  state  of  society  generally,  in  America,  two 
centuries  hence,  when  a  thousand  or  two  thousand  millions  of  civilized  men  are 
crowded  in  a  space  comparatively  so  narrow,  and  speaking  only  two  languages, 
as  will  doubtless  be  the  case  ?  History  shows  that  wealth,^  power,  science,  lite- 
rature, all  follow  in  the  train  of  numbers,  general  intelligence  and  freedom..    The 
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earae  causes  which  transferred  the  sceptre  of  civilization  and  the  weight  of  her 
tafliience  from  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  and  the  Nile  to  Western  Europe,  must 
in  the  course  of  no  long  period  carry  them  from  the  latter  to  the  plains  of  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Amazon.*' 

But  is  this  great  increase  of  pQpulation  likely  to  take  plaes  rapidly  ?  It  is : 
partly,  through  the  favorable  circumstances  of  the  territory  to  be  occupied,  the 
komogeneousness  <»f  the  people  who  have  the  present  possession  of  it;  and 
partly,  through  the  rapidity  of  foreign  emigration.  The  condition  of  men  is 
constantly  receiving  improvements  from  science,  the  arts,  and  the  diffusion  of 
fcetter  principles  of  education  and  government.  These  causes  will  bring  incal- 
culable numbers  from  the  old  world  to  our  shores,  and  the  physical  and  intellec- 
t'ual  power  thus  imported,  will  exert  itself  to  better  advantage  in  developing  the 
means  of  subsistence,  than  it  can  do  under  the  burdens  of  European  society  and 
government. 

But,  admitting  that  the  depravity  of  men  will  originate  convulsions,  that  shall 
retard  or  wholly  prevent  the  enormous  growth  of  population,  which  the  above 
estimates  seem  to  promise ;  yet,  for  a  time,  at  least  during  the  present  century, 
the  ratio  of  increase  from  all  sources  can  scarcely  be  less  than  at  present  In 
the  year  1900,  sixty  millions  of  Americans  will  look  back  to  1840  as  the  days  of 
Iheir  grand  parents,  and  will  feel  in  all  the  departments  of  their  destiny,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  seventeen  millions  who  now  constitute  the  people  of  this  country. 

In  contemplating  the  bare  possibility  of  an  increase  like  this,  how  vast  appears 
to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  present  generation  of  American  Christians  \  Those 
future  millions  are  to  inherit  institutions  planted  now.  They  will  be  christian  or 
infidel,  according  as  Christianity  or  infidelity  shall  leaven  the  mass  of  the  present 
generation. 

Could  a  point  be  found  200  years  back  in  the  history  of  China,  when  she  had 
but  17  millions  of  people,  how  would  our  hearts  swell  with  regret  that  Christian 
enterprise  had  not  then,  in  the  tender  infancy  of  the  nation  forestalled  our  work, 
by  converting  the  falkers,  and  thus  securing,  instrumentally,  at  least  the  nominal 
Christianity  of  the  children.  Just  such  a  relation  as  that  imaginary  condition  of 
China,  two  centuries  ago,  bears  to  her  present,  actual  condition,  our  country  now, 
bears  to  our  country  200  years  hence.  It  would  be  a  great  achievment  of  philan- 
thropy to  evangelize  60  millions  of  men :  let  us  do  it,  then,  by  evangelizing  those 
at  whose  firesides  they  are  to  be  trained,  and  with  whose  principles  they  will  be 
imbued,  and  whose  habits  they  will  copy. 

What  a  privilege  ought  we  to  count  it,  to  live  here,  in  the  very  infancy  of  this 
nation,  and  be  permitted  to  give  the  starting  impulse  to  causes,  whose  action  will 
not  cease,  till  such  vast  multitudes  have  felt  their  influence  in  shaping  their 
destiny,  for  the  life  that  now  is  and  for  that  which  is  to  come !  And  what  re- 
,  sponsibiliiy  is  Involved  in  the  privilege  1  How  can  we  answer  it  to  our  own  con- 
sciences,  how  can  we  answer  it  to  our  God,  how  can  we  meet  in  judgment  my- 
riads of  the  unsaved  from  among  our  fellow  countrymen,  if  we  do  not  do  with 
our  might  for  them  notr,  what  our  hands  find  to  do  ?  The  time  for  planting  those 
institutions  which  are  indispensable  for  perpetuating  the  prosperity  of  our  country 
and  securing  to  her  vast  population,  in  all  coming  time,  the  light  of  everlasting 
life,  will  soon  be  past.  The  work  of  the  present  generation  cannot  be  handed 
over  to  the  next 
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CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  A.  H.  M.  S. 


IOWA. 

Frcm  Rev,  R,  Gaylord,  Hartford^  Des 
Moines  co.^  Iowa, 

^COURAGIKG      COMMENCEMENT      IN     A 
NEW  COUNTRY. 

I 

In  the  kind  Providence  of  God,  I  am 
enabled  to  make  my  first  quarterly  re- 
port under  my  third  commission  from 
your  Society.  We  have  a  weekly  prayer 
meeting  on  Thursday,  which  is  well  at- 
tended, and  is  very  interesting.  The 
monthly  concert  is  observed  with  inte- 
rest Our  Sabbath  school  is  efficiently 
conducted  and  attended  with  much  in 
terest  Yesterday  at  our  communion 
season,  we  received  seven  individuals 
to  the  fellowship  of  our  church,  four  of 
them  were  members  previously  of  other 
churches,  and  three  from  the  world  by 
profession.  Two  of  the  latter  were  men, 
and  heads  of  families,  and  family  altars 
have  recently  been  erected  by  them. 
There  is  a  growing  interest  with  us,  yet 
I  dare  not  call  it  a  revival.  The  truth 
seems  to  be  exerting  its  appropriate  in- 
fluence upon  many  minds.  Our  con- 
gregation is  increasing  very  consider- 
ably. 


The  brethren  of  the  Congregational 
Church  will  embrace  the  first  opportu^ 
nity  to  secure  the  services  of  a  minister 
of  Christ  They  are  straining  every 
nerve  in  building  a  meeting-house,which 
they  hope  to  have  completed  before 
winter.  The  Catholics  have  here  a 
priest,  a  church  and  considerable  wealth. 
There  is  much  wickedness ;  but  if  I  can- 
judge  correctly,  the  little  church  is  be- 
ginning to  exert  a  salutary  influence. 


AnssouRi. 


ANXIETT  BELIEVED. 


MOUTH  OF   KOCK  KIVER. 

A  missionary  in  Illinois  thus  speaks  of  a 
visit  which  he  recently  paid  to  the  places 
near  the  mouth  of  Rock  River : — 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to 
Stephenson,  at  the  mouth  of  Rock  River, 
and  Davenport,  directly  opposite,  in 
Iowa.  I  could  not  resist  their  importu- 
nate  entreaty  that  I  would  spend  Satur- 
day,  July  3d,  in  their  Sabbath  school, 
and  the  Sabbath  in  preaching  to  them. 
Owing  to  the  place  of  meeting  being 
occupied  by  lie  Baptists,  I  preached  in 
the  morning  in  S.  and  in  the  evening  at  | 
Davenport  There  was  a  good  attend- 1 
ance  from  the  most  respectable  citizens.! 


Your  letter  and  the  commission  from 
your  Society  came  to  hand  safely  by 
regular  course  of  mail.  You  can  hardly 
imagine  the  relief  it  brought  to  myself 
and  family,  and  most  of  the  best  persons 
in  this  church.  We  did  not  see  how  we 
could  live  through  the  year,  and  not  be 
involved  in  debt  w^ithout  it.  I  had 
sketched  out  a  plan  of  retrenchment  to 
the  lowest  point  of  endurance,  and  still 
there  seemed  to  be  a  balance  against  us. 
I  had  concluded  that  if  no  aid  came,  I 
would  do  what  I  could,  and  trust  the 
promise  for  the  remainder.  But  the 
arrival  of  your  letter  dissipated  the 
cloud.  With  due  economy  we  shall  now 
be  able,  I  think,  to  go  through  the  year. 


From  Rev,  F.  R,  Gray,  Houston,  Mo, 

My  second  quarter  closed  with  the 
18th  inst  I  was  then  engaged  in  hold- 
ing a  three  days*  meeting  at  New  Pro- 
vidence. We  had  with  us  most  of  the 
time  of  this  meeting,  the  professors  from 
Marion  College.  Their  la*bors  have 
been  serviceable  on  this  occasion.  The 
Gospel  was  very  plainly  preached ; 
saint  and  sinner  had  their  portion  dealt 
out  to  them  with  great  faithfulness. 
The  meeting  has  been  a  solemn  and  an 
interesting  one.    Several  persons,  who 
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liave  been  in  some  degree  under  serious 
impressions  some  time  back,  gave  evi- 
dence that  the  Lord  was  still  striving 
with  them.  I  do  not  yet  know  jvhat 
may  be  the  full  result.  The  church 
has  been  somewhat  revived  and  drawn 
closer  together.  I  have  labored  for  some 
•time  back  mostly  at  this,  feeling  it  to  be 
the  most  important  step  that  could  be 
taken,  to  secure  the  conversion  of  sin- 
ners. I  am  fully  persuaded  that  nothing 
strikes  the  conscience  of  an  impenitent 
©inner  more  forcibly  than  to  see  the  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  all  manifesting  the  spirit 
of  their  Master,  and  walking  together  in 
the  strong  bonds  of  sincere  affection. 
To  this  I  hope  this  people  are  coming 
up.  We  have  received  an  addition  to 
this  church  6{  five  members,  four  of 
them  had  been  members  in  other 
churches. 

The  Agent  of  the  Missouri  Sunday 
School  Union  has  lately  visited  this 
j'egion.  His  labors  in  that  cause  in 
Newark  congregation,  have  been  suc- 
cessful beyond  expectation.  Two  flou- 
rishing schools  have  been  commenced, 
and  thus  far  are  pretty  well  sustained. 
Porty  dollars  or  more,  were  raised  at 
the  two  places  for  libraries.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  encouraging  features. 
My  heart  rejoices  over  it  with  great 
delight. 

Tiie  Sabbath  school  at  New  Provi* 
dencQ  is  more  prosperous  than  last  year. 
I  have  organized  a  class  of  nine  or  ten 
young  ladies  that  meets  with  the  Sab- 
bath school,  to  receive  instruction  in 
the  precious  truths  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 

During  the  last  quarter  I  have  spent 
two  Sabbaths  at  S-,  one  of  them  in  con- 
nexion with  a  brother  minister,  when 
we  administered  the  Lord's  supper,  and 
preached  three  days.  There  were  two 
members  admitted  to  that  church  at 
each  time  I  was  there.  That  place 
^eatly  needs  the  labors  of  a  missionary, 
if  they  have  not  one  soon,  I  fear  the 
Campbellites  will  pre-occupy  the  ground. 
When  I  was  last  there,  three  young 
ladies,  sisters,  in  one  family,  walked 
.seven  miles  to  attend  that  meeting,  and 
expected  to  walk  it  home  again  when 
the  meeting  closed.  I  left  them  in  the 
village  when  I  came  away.  One  of  them 
was  a  church  member,  the  other  came 
to  join  herself  to  the  church,  and  the 


third  was  impenitent,  but  I  think  she 
felt  interested  before  she  returned. 


PRAY  rOR   THE   MISSIONARY. 

My  family  during  the  quarter  have 
had  better  health  than  during  six  months 
before.  Our  eldest  child  is  now  down 
under  a  very  violent  bilious  attack,  and 
has  been  for  three  days  past.  While  I 
write  this,  the  pulse  beats  strong  on  my 
brain,  and  fever  rages  through  my  veins, 
my  bones  all  aching  most  violently,  my 
tongue  thickly  coated,  and  I  am  fully 
aware  that  this  is  my  last  act  of  labor 
before  lying  down  on  a  sick  bed.  Whe- 
ther God  will  cause  it  to  be  unto  death, 
or  only  as  a  chastisement  in  kindness, 
I  know  not ;  nor  am  I  now  anxious.  I 
leave  the  matter  with  him  and  know 
**  His  Providence,"  will  "  unfold  the 
book,  and  make  his  counsels  shine." 
Let  us  in  these  ends  of  the  earth  share 
in  your  prayers.  I  am  unable  to  hold 
up  to  read  this  over. 


WISCONSIN, 

From  Rev,  J.  Porter,  Green  Bay,  W,  7\ 

WHAT   HATH  <30D  WROUGHT  ? 

Eight  years  since  when  I  commenced 
preaching  in  Chicago,  brother  Marsh  of 
the  Stockbridge  Mission,  was  the  only 
minister  of  our  denomination  between 
me  and  Lake  Superior;  and  brother 
Kent  of  Galena  the  only  one  west  of 
me,  this  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
Now  we  found  in  our  Convention  six- 
teen ministers  who  are  laboring  in  this 
Territory  alone,  and  twenty-four 
churches  were  reported  as  under  our 
care.  All  this,  in  addition  to  the  still 
greater  increase  of  ministers  in  northern 
Illinois,  and  the  number  of  churches  or- 
ganized in  Iowa.  Had  we  prophecied 
these  things  eight  years  since, who  could 
have  believed  them  1  The  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  has  been  sowing  good 
seed  on  this  fruitful  soil.  And  it  is 
reaping  a  harvest  of  precious  souls. 
About  600  persons  were  hopefully  con- 
verted under  the  labors  of  the  members 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


102 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


SeptemWf 


of  the  Convention  within  one  year.  And 
to  your  Society,  under  God,  we  are  in- 
debted for  a  great  share  of  this  blessing. 
The  union  which  we  have  formed  seems 
to  be  working  well.  The  deliberations 
of  the  Convention  were  deiightfuUy  har- 
monious, and  every  question  that  was 
agitated  was  decided  with  almost  per- 
fect unanimity.  May  we  never  sleep 
and  suffer  the  enemy  to  sow  tares 
amongst  us ! 

INCIEENTS  OF  MISSIONARY   TRAVEL. 

I  passed  the  Sabbath,  both  going  to 
and  returning  from  the  Convention  with 
two  Presbyterian  families  on  Rock  River, 
about  100  miles  south  of  this  place. 
They  have  been  there  about  three  years, 
and  never  before  had  preaching  on  the 
Sabbath  from  a  minister  of  their  own 
name.  There  are  a  few  families,  in 
which  are  several  Methodist  professors, 
near  them,  so  that  a  congregation  of 
about  20  persons  assembled.  On  the 
first  Saturday  evening  some  little  arti- 
cles  had  been  stolen  from  the  house 
where  I  was  to  preach,  by  some  Win- 
nebago Indians,  who  had  returned  on  a 
thieving  excursion  from  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  where  they  have  recently 
been  removed  by  our  government 
Among  the  articles  lost  were  my  bridle 
and  martingale,  and  I  felt  grateful  that 
my  horse  was  not  also  gone.  This  in- 
cident seemed  not  at  all  to  destroy  the 
solemnity  and  interest  of  the  Sabbath. 

A  Wanderer  Reclaimed, 

I  was  introduced,  on  that  day,  to  a 
physician  now  residing  in  that  secluded 
spot  I  learned  from  himself  the  follow 
ing  interesting  facts.  When  he  was 
about  16  years  of  age,  he  was  hopefully 
converted  and  joined  a  Baptist  church 
with  many  of  his  young  companions  ; 
he  was  induced  to  commence  a  course 
of  study  for  the  ministry  in  New-Eng- 
land,  and  at  length  entered  the  ministry, 
and  preached  with  apparent  success  for 
many  years,  seeing  revivals,  and  some- 
times having  much  comfort  in  his  work. 
After  some  years,  he  began  to  doubt 
whether  he  was  ever  converted.  He 
tlien  tried  to  be  a  Universalist ;  but 
after  much  thought  he  decided,  that  if 
he  received  the  Bible  as  an  inspired 


book,  he  must  believe  in  the  eternal 
punishment  of  the  wicked.    Then  he 
tried  to  settle  down  as  a  Unitarian;  but 
here  he  was  as  unsuccessful  as  before ; 
for  if  the  Bible  were  from  God,  then  he 
could  not  disprove  the  claims  of  Christ 
to  supreme  divinity.    But  to  preach  to 
others  that  which  he  had   not   expe-  . 
rienced  himself,  he  felt  was  hypocrisy. 
Therefore  he  forsook  the  ministry,  and 
circumstances  soon  drove  him  to  heart- 
less infidelity.    He  now  devoted  him- 
self to  the  practice  of  medicine,  which 
he  had  studied,  and  tried  to  find  plea- 
sure in  all  kinds  of  amusements  and 
sinful  indulgences.    Thus  he  lived  for 
a  number  of  years,  without  God  and 
without  hope  in  the  world.    But  the 
Lord  afiSicted  him,  and  showed  him  hie 
folly.    About  a  year  since  he  removed 
his  family  to  the  wilderness,  where  I 
found  him.  There  conviction  of  sin  was 
fastened  upon  him,  and  he  went  mourn- 
ing week  after  week.    About  the  first 
of  this  year,  the  brethren,  who  came  up 
to  my  installation,  passed  a  night  in  that 
neighborhood,  one  of  them  preached, 
and  the  sermon  was  the  means  of  deep- 
ening that  conviction :  God  seemed  to 
send  home  the  truth.  The  doctor's  mind 
was  more  than  ever  like  the  troubled 
sea,  until  at  length,  in  prayer,  a  great 
calm  succeeded  the  storm.    So  sudden 
was  the  change  that  he  sprang  up 
alarmed,  fearing  that   his  convictions^ 
had  left  him.    Since  that  time,  he  has 
been  resting  calmly  on  God,  though  he 
has  not  such  evidence  of  conversion  a^ 
he  desires.    He  is  trying  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  Christian.    He  meets  with 
our  brethren  on  the  Sabbath,  unites 
with  them  in  prayer,  conducts  a  Bible 
class  and  reads  sermons  in  their  meet- 
ings.    And  he  is  now  very  anxious  to 
aid  them  in  sustaining  a  minister  in  that 
region. 

Parochial  Visits, 

On  Tuesday,  parting  with  brother  M.f 
I  took  an  Indian  trail,  which  I  followed 
20  miles,  seeing  no  signs  of  human  life^ 
except  a  few  marked  trees,  and  the  re- 
mains of  Indian  lodges.  Had  I  lost  the 
trail  which  like  a  tlSead  led  me  through 
forests,  and  marshes,  and  prairies^ 
through  patches  of  ripe  strawberries 
and  acres  of  roses,  my  situation  would 
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have  been  very  embarrassing.  But 
"through  the  good  hand  of  my  God 
upon  me,"  I  was  safely  conducted  up 
the  west  side  of  Lake  Winnebago  to  a 
settlement  in  which  are  several  mem- 
bers  of  my  church  whom  I  had  never 
before  visited.  One  of  these  was  an 
aged  mother  who  had  buried  her  hus- 
band last  spring.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
make  some  sacrifice  "  to  visit  the  widow 
and  the  fatherless  in  affliction,"  and  was 
amply  compensated  for  my  solitary  ride, 
by  the  joy  which  seemed  to  be  created 
by  my  visit  The  next  day,  the  families 
assembled  in  a  private  house,  and  I 
preached  to  a  congregation  of  about  30 
persons.  Here,  where  the  Fox  River 
empties  into  Lake  Winnebago,  will  be, 
before  many  years,  a  flourishing  settle- 
ment The  scenery  is  charming  and 
the  climate  most  salubrioui^.  On  Thurs- 
day I  followed  back  the  trail  that  had 
brought  me  safely  to  these  secluded 
christian  friends,  and  met  my  family  at 
the  Stockbridge  Mission,  where  I  had 
left  them. 


ILLINOIS. 
From  Rev.  E,  Kingsbury,  Danville,  III 

KEVIEW  OF  TEN  YEARS. . 

After  a  lapse  of  more  than  ten  years, 
I  am  still  in  the  great  valley  of  the  Wa- 
bash, in  the  same  village,  and  in  the 
same  house  that  1  first  entered ;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  add,  that  I  am  still,  to  some 
extent,  dependent  upon  your  Society  for 
support  For  my  first  year's  labors,  I 
received  nothing  from  the  people,  and 
about  $300  from  the  H.  M.  S.  Since 
that,  from  all  sources  I  have  never  ob- 
tained more  than  $300,  and  some  years 
not  over  $50.  That,  however,  was 
when  I  drew  nothing  from  your  Society, 
and  my  labors  were  bestowed  abroad. 

The  field  around  me  is  about  as  des- 
titute as  ever  it  was.  I  have  seldom 
had  a  brother  minister  within  less  than 
forty  miles  of  me ;  though  since  my 
residence  here,  eight  brethren  have  lo- 
cated within  that  distance.  Of  these, 
two  died,  and  the  remaining  six  have  all 
gone  and  left  the  field.  One,  however, 
has  recently  come,  and  I  hope  will  re- 


main. But  however  needy  and  desti« 
tute  we  are,  I  cannot  say  much  to  en- 
courage any  one  to  hope  for  an  adequate 
support  I  have  long  considered  it 
doubtful  whether  any  faithful  Presby- 
terian preacher  could  set  a  comfortable 
living  for  preaching  the  Gospel  in  any 
town  on  this  part  of  the  Wabash.  This 
is  not  owing  to  the  want  of  people  of 
wealth,  but  to  the  multiplicity  of  sects, 
and  the  small  number  in  our  own,  and 
the  want  of  disposition  and  habits  of 
benevolence.  In  this  respect  there  has 
been  some  advance  among  the  people  to 
whom  I  minister. 

Is  not  the  fact  that  a  ministeT  has  been 
ten  years  in  the  same  place  without  bringing 
his  church  to  understand  their  duty  in  refe- 
rence to  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  prima 
Jade  evidence  that  he  has  not  instructed 
them  on  this  point  as  he  ought  to  have 
done? 

It  may  be  said,  that  among  the  variety  of 
sects,  there  are  several  which  seek  to  gain 
favor  by  decrying  as  **  hirelings,"  preachers 
who  receive  pay,  and  that  to  avoid  this  im- 
putation, it  is  necessary  for  a  minister  to  say 
as  little  as  possible  about  his  own  support 
In  reply,  it  may  be  justly  urged,  that  the  duty 
of  the  people  to  sustain  the  Gospel  by  pecu* 
niary  contributions,  is  a  part  qfthe  message 
which  the  minister  is  bound  (o  deliver;  and 
he  has  no  right  to  withhold  it,  because  it  may 
subject  him  to  reproach.  A  faithful  herald 
of  the  cross  can  find  a  thousand  ways  to 
convince  men  that  he  seeks  not  theirs  but 
them.  His  devotedness  to  evangelical  labor, 
his  prompt  attendance  wherever  there  is  any 
thing  to  be  done  for  his  Master,  will  vindi- 
cate his  disinterestedness  against  the  cavils 
of  his  enemies. 


IT  MUST  BE   TRUE. 

We  often  meet  with  brethren  who  can 
scarcely  credit  the  accounts  of  missionary 
privation  which  are  occasionally  published 
in  the  Hotne  Missionary ;  and  a  distinguish- 
ed western  clergyman,  whose  own  position 
did  not  bring  him  in  contact  with  the  details 
of  western  experience  in  the  new  settle- 
ments, has  told  the  eastern  churches,  that 
these  reported  privations  rarely  occur,  and 
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are  the  exceptions  rather  than  the  general 
rule.  We  should  be  most  happy  to  agree 
with  him  in  this  belief,  but  know  not  how  we 
can  reconcile  with  it,  the  frequent  state- 
ments which  we  receive  from  men  whom 
we  know,  and  who  describe  the  facts  of  their 
own  domestic  history  from  quarter  to  quar- 
ter. 

From  a  Missionary  on  the  Mississippi 
River. 

To  tell  you  of  the  relief  afforded  by 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  and  commis- 
sion would  be  difficult,  and  perhaps  un- 
profitable. So  constantly  are  you  re- ' 
ceiving  accounts  of  distress,  that  in 
what  seems  to  the  individual  suffering, 
to  be  extraordinary  privation,  you  see 
scarcely  more  than  the  common  lot.  A 
pious  gentleman  lately  remarked,  on 
reading  a  letter  from  a  foreign  mission- 
ary, received  by  his  friends  here,  that ' 
they  who  are  in  foreign  lands  do  not  suf- 
fer half  as  much  as  missionaries  in  the 
West  And  so  far  as  food  and  clothing 
go,  this  is  true.  I  could  tell  of  trials, 
of  tmceasing  anxieties  for  months  and 
almost  years  at  a  time,  to  know  how  to 
procure  bread-stuff  for  my  family. 


I 
From  Rev.  R.  Barnes^  Washington^  III 

A  great  portion  of  our  attention,  this 
season,  is  occupied  in  trying  to  get  our 
meeting-house  fitted  for  use.  You  can 
judge  something  of  the  embarrassments 
which  have  hitherto  attended  us,  when  I 
I  tell  you  that  our  only  place  for  public 
meetings  in  town,  is  a  school-house, 
which  we  are  obliged  to  occupy  in  turn 
with  lAvo  or  three  other  denominations. 
We  of  course  look  with  anxiety  to  the 
time  when  we  shall  have  better  accom- 
modations, which  we  rejoice  to  beheve 
is  not  far  distant. 

The  female  seminary  in  this  place  is 
in  successful  operation.  Four  or  G.\'e 
young  ladies,  who  have  enjoyed  its  pri- 
vileges the  past  year,  are  now  engaged 
in  teaching  common  schools.  Thus 
early  is  the  community  beginning  to 
realize  the  benefits  of  this  infant  insti- 
tution. 

Our  Union  Sabbath  School  Library  has 


recently  been  increased  by  an  addition 
to  the  value  of  about  $20,  and  the 
school  is  flourishing. 

Our  village  is  improving  externally, 
and  we  trust  that  truth  is  gaining  in  its 
influence  upon  the  minds  of  men  in  at 
least  an  equad  ratio. 


From  Rev*  John  J.  Miter,  Knoxville,  111, 

EETROSPECT   OF   FOUR  YEARS. 

In  presenting  my  last  report  for  the 
missionary  year,  I  feel  constrained  to 
praise  the  great  Shepherd  of  Israel  for 
the  continued  care  which  he  has  exer- 
cised over  this  people  and  myself.  The 
benignant  smiles  of  his  providence  have 
rested  upon  us  another  year.  In  but  one 
instance,  has  death  entered  the  enclosure 
of  OUT  church  since  my  connection  with 
it,  now  more  than  three  years.  "  The 
Lord**  has  been  our  "refuge**  and  "for- 
tress," and  under  his  "shadow**  we  have 
found  abundant  protection. 

Four  years  since,  I  came  to  this  state 
an  invalid  and  a  stranger^  not  knowing 
whither  the  Lord  would  lead  me.  I  can 
now  change  the  assurance  of  the  psalm- 
ist from  the  future  to  the  past,  and  say  : 
"  Surely**  the  Lord  has  "  delivered**  me 
"  from  the  snare  of  the  fowler,  and  from 
the  noisome  pestilence.**  I  have  not 
been  detained  from  the  sanctuary  by  ill 
health  in  one  instance.  Since  the  date 
of  my  last  commission,  to  the  Sabbath 
which  closed  the  year,  I  have  preached 
more  or  less  every  week.  The  mission- 
ary who  has  been  permitted  to  continue 
his  arduous  work  for  a  year  without  in- 
terruption, as  he  looks  out  upon  the  ex- 
tended destitution  around  him,  may 
kneel,  and  rejoicing, 

"  Bless  the  God  who  gave 
Strength  to  forsake  it  not  !'* 

It  has  been,^  however,  otherwise  with 
my  family.  For  the  last  six  months  my 
wife  has  been  confined  to  her  room. 
Removed  a  thousand  miles  from  her 
father's  house,  and  with  none  of  her  old 
friends  near  her,  she  has  not  been  able  ta 
visit  the  house  of  God  since  the  close  of 
1840.  This  has  proved  a  severe  trial 
to  both  her  faith  and  patience.    But  the 
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Lord  has  graciously  sustained  her.  She 
has  borne  with  entire  resignation  this 
unexpected  affliction.  Though  my  ap- 
pointments abroad  have  required  my  ab- 
sence from  home  for  weeks,  she  has  in 
no  instance  wished  me  to  relinquish  any 
of  them  on  her  account.  While,  there- 
fore, this  affliction  has  greatly  increased 
my  cares  and  responsibilities,  I  do  not 
know  that  it  has  diminished  the  amount 
of  my  ministerial  labors. 

Another  year's  labor  has  been  ex- 
pended upon  this  people,  and  all  the 
results  are  best  known  to  Him  who 
readeth  the  heart  To  what  extent  the 
sanctification  of  the  church  has  been 
promoted,  and  how  far  the  truth  has 
found  an  abiding  lodgment  in  the  im- 
penitent heart,  are  questions  which  can 
be  answered  with  more  precision  in 
eternity  than  here.  But  evangelical 
doctrines,  it  is  certain,  have  been  obtain- 
ing a  more  decided  influence  over  the 
public  mind.  The  Gospel  and  its  insti- 
tutions are  more  respected.  Many  who 
before  were  indifferent,  now  feel  that 
they  have  a  character  to  lose  by  treating 
the  ordinances  of  religion  with  neglect 
or  contempt 

It  can  be  said  of  Knoxville  with  as 
much  truth  as  of  most  other  towns  of 
the  same  size,  that  it  is  a  **  church  going'' 
place.  The  change  which  has  been  af- 
fected in  this  respect  within  a  few  years 
is  conceded  on  all  hands.  Our  streets 
are  quiet,  and  if  men  desecrate  the 
Sabbath,  they  do  it  not  now  on  the  pub- 
lic square,  but  behind  the  curtain.  I 
have  preached,  recently,  three  sermons 
on  the  original  institution  of  the  Sabbath, 
the  perpetual  obligation  to  observe  it, 
and  the  manner  of  its  sahctification. 
These  sermons  have  made  a  favorable 
impression  on  the  minds  of  impenitent 
men. 

The  Bible  classes,  the  Sabbath  school 
and  the  congregation  are  increasing. 
Last  Sabbath  some  went  away  for  want 
of  room.  Men  who  were  never  seen  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord  when  I  came 
here,  are  now  seen  always,  twice,  and 
sometimes  thrice.  Whole  families,  who 
used  to  spend  the  Sabbath  in  visiting,  or 
in  some  other  kind  of  recreation,  are 
among  my  most  regular  hearers.  On 
these  grounds  I  think  the  prospects  of 
the  church  are  flattering.  I  know  not 
what  may  occur  to  bring  a  cloud  over 


these  pleasing  anticipations ;  or  how 
soon  the  lukewarmness  of  the  church 
may  merit  the  divine  rebuke.  But  if 
they  will  blend  genuine  dependence  on 
divine  aid,  with  humility  and  personal 
faithfulness,  they  have  great  reason  for 
encouragement 

The  general  influence  which  the 
church  is  exerting  upon  the  surrounding 
country,  I  think,  is  considerable.  It  is 
beginning  lo  be  true,  that 

"  The  dwellers  in  the  vales  and  mid  the  groves 
Shout  to  each  other" — 

Though  there  is  still  much  to  be  done, 
notwithstanding  truth  and  righteousness 
are  on  the  advance,  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  moral  revolution  will  be  slow,  when 
all  that  is  to  be  done  is  taken  into  the 
account  It  is  therefore  a  matter  of  de- 
vout rejoicing,  when  a  church  has  evi- 
dence that  her  influence  around  is  like 
the  circling  wave  in  the  water,  growing 
larger  and  larger.  The  Galesbury 
colony, (three  miles  west,)  in  conjunction 
with  this  church,  is  producing  a  decided 
and  happy  change  for  miles  around. 

CELEBRATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

On  the  third  of  July  our  church 
united  with  the  Galesbury  church  in  a 
Sabbath  school  celebration.  In  the 
morning  94  children,  with  their  teachers, 
met  in  our  church,  and  after  a  short 
prayer  proceeded  to  Galesbury  in  12 
wagons.  It  was  the  most  imposing  pro- 
cession  that  ever  went  out  of  Knoxville. 
As  they  passed  through  Main-street» 
they  exhibited  four  handsome  banners, 
with  appropriate  devices  or  mottos. 
When  they  reached  G.  they  were  met 
by  the  Galesbury  band.  They  then 
marched  in  front  of  the  academy,  where 
they  joined  three  other  schools.  Here  the 
whole  procession  formed  and  marched 
into  a  beautiful  bower,  62  feet  square, 
erected  on  the  open  prairie.  After 
singing  by  the  juvenile  choir,  I  ad- 
dressed the  children,  parents  and  teach- 
ers. There  were  377  children,  and  (B7 
teachers  present.  The  whole  congre- 
gation amounted  to  between  1100  and 
1200 — the  largest'  assembly  ever  col- 
lected at  one  time  on  that  rich  prairie. 
The  celebration  made  a  decided  impres- 
sion in  favor  of  Sabbath  schools  upon 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


jm 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


September, 


the  whole  region.  Eleven  hundred  sat 
down  to  refreshments  provided  by  the 
hospitable  colonists. 


From   Rev,  D.  Rockwell,   Elk- Grove, 
Cook  CO.,  Ill 


In  my  last,  I  was  permitted,  through 
the  goodness  of  God,  to  report  a  work 
of  grace  in  a  remote  portion  of  my  field. 
But  what  was  realized  there,  was 
scarcely  "  the  drop  of  the  bucket**  com- 
pared with  what,  through  the  aid  of  the 
Missionary  Society,  we  have  recently 
realized  at  and  about  this  Grove.  The 
ever  blessed  God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost,  has  verily  come  down  to  us  in 
rich  mercy  and  divine  power.  After 
the  all-absorbing  question  "  who  shall 
be  our  next  President,**  was  settled ; 
and  especially  after  God  had  consigned 
so  soon  and  suddenly  the  people *s  hope 
to  the  cold  grave,  and  we  were  called 
together  to  fast  and  to  consider  the  ex- 
hortation "cease  ye  from  man** — the 
way  of  the  Lord  seemed  to  be  prepared, 
and  he  has  come  and  wrought  like  him- 
self. While  the  Lord  was  disciplining 
us  as  a  people  for  our  undue  political 
excitement,  we  as  a  church  were  look- 
ing forward  to  a  meeting  of  our  eccle- 
siastical body  to  be  holden  in  this  place  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  we  were  endeavor- 
ing to  be  in  readiness  for  a  blessing, 
while  the  brethren,  agreeably  to  previ- 
ous engagement,  should  labor  with  us. 

The  second  Wednesday  in  June  at 
length  arrived.  The  brethren  of  the 
church  met,  and  fasted,  and  prayed. 
When  the  ministers  from  abroad  arrived, 
they  found  the  state  of  things  such  as 
suggested,  but  a  brief  attention  to  eccle- 
siastical matters,  and  then  they  gave 
themselves  to  the  preaching  of  the  word 
and  to  prayer—"  the  Lord  working  with 
them  and  confirming  the  word  with 
signs  following**  that  filled  many  a  heart 
with  ♦joy.  The  Lord  manifested  him- 
self not  in  the  wind,  earthquake  or 
fire,  but  in  the  still  sipall  voice  of  truth. 
The  work  was  characterized  by  a  still 
solemnity,  that  made  every  soul  feel 
that  eternity  was  near  and  the  judg- 
ment at  hand. 


And  now,  the  result  of  a  united  and 
continued  effort  in  the  use  of  appointed 
means  has  so  far  exceeded  our  anticipa- 
tions, that  we  can  scarcely  credit  as 
facts  what  we  see  and  hear.  Fifty-three 
have  just  entered  into  covenant  with 
God  and  his  people,  46  by  profession, 
exclusive  of  several  children  who  of- 
fered themselves  and  were  received 
under  the  watch  and  care  of  the  church, 
and  should  we  gain  sufficient  evidence 
to  justify  it,  will,  at  some  future  period, 
be  admitted  to  join  the  church.  Others 
there  are  still,  who  will  probably  unite ; 
besides  some  few  who  by  reason  of  con- 
nections and  pre-possessions  will  join 
the  Methodists.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  number  the  converts,  as  many  came 
from  distant  Groves,  gave  their  hearts 
to  Christ;  then  returned  to  take  the 
place  of  friends  necessarily  detained; 
and  who  then  would  come  and  find 
Christ  precious  to  their  souls  also.  And 
we  hope  God  has  not  yet  ceased  to  be 
gracious.  O  that  the  friends  of  mis- 
sions and  of  precious  souls,  at  the  East, 
could  know  how  white  the  fields  are  here 
for  the  harvest,  how  few  the  laborers, 
and  how  sure  and  blessed  the  result  of 
"  going  forth  reaping,  bearing  precious 
seed  !**  Two  years  since  J  found  here  a 
little  church  of  some  20  members,  and 
now  it  is  but  3  less  than  100,  and  will 
soon  swell  far  beyond  that  number,  if  a 
shepherd*s  unremitting  care  can  be 
secured  to  them.  Universalism  and  in- 
fidelity have  yielded  to  the  Spirit's  in- 
fluence like  grass  before  the  scjrthe. 
The  Sunday  school  and  Bible  class  have 
been  specially  blessed. 

Rejoice  with  me  over  the  conversion 
of  my  two  /oungest  children — an  event 
that  permits  us  to  see  our  whole  family 
walking  in  the  truth. 

APPEAL  FOR  FURTHEH  AID. 

After  reading  the  foregoing  account  of  the 
blessing  of  God  on  the  labors  of  his  servant, 
we  invite  the  friends  of  missions  to  listen 
to  the  following  appeal.  Though  it  was  in- 
tended only  for  the  hearts  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  we  extend  it  to  all  who  sym- 
pathize with  them  in  this  work  of  charity 
and  prayer  in  behalf  of  the  distant  mis- 
sionary. 
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I  would  now  ask  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety for  half  of  my  support  for  the 
coming  year.  You  may  be  surprised  at 
this,  especially  after  such  an  addition 
to  the  church.  I  will  state  our  case. 
I  must  contract  the  sphere  of  my  labors. 
I  have  hitherto  occupied  a  field  large 
enough  for  two  or  three  ministers.  In 
ranging  these  prairies,  so  bleak  in  the 
winter,  I  am  conscious  of  impaired 
health,  if  not  a  breaking  down  of  con- 
stitution. I  can  no  longer  take  the  care 
of  B.  church,  except  to  have  an  eye  to 
it,  and  administer  the  ordinances  until 
a  minister  comes  to  their  aid.  That 
church  contains  33  members,  and  is  in 
the  midst  of  a  population  sufficient  alone 
to  constitute  a  respectable  congrega- 
tion. Besides,  this  field  embraces,  with 
Elk  Grove,  Plumb  Grove,  5  miles  north, 
another  Grove  5  miles  south,  and  Des 
Plaines,  8  miles  east.  You  will  see, 
that  to  supply  all  these  taxes  me  be- 
yond my  strength. 

Besides  the  reduction  that  must  fol- 
low from  the  limitation  of  my  labors  to 
a  smaller  field,  my  people  are  laboring 
under  severe  embarrassment  In  addi- 
tion to  what  your  agent  has  told  you 
about  our  produce  not  paying  for  the 
(expense  of  getting  it  to  market,  the 
public  lands  are  to  be  sold,  and  the  peo- 
ple must  pay  for  or  lose  their  farms  dur- 
ing the  current  year.  Keep  also  in 
mind  the  failure  of  their  wheat  crop. 
Instead  of  being  able  to  see  how  they 
are  to  pay  for  their  lands,  many  will 
have,  in  fact,  hard  work  to  meet  their 
expenses  of  living.  Some,  however, 
'  are  getting  into  better  circumstances, 
*and  I  hope  all  may  somehow  succeed  in 
securing  at  least  a  little  homestead. 

Besides  the  calls  jabove  referred  to, 
we  have,  in  some  way,  to  build  a  meet- 
ing-house, or  do  worse.  Instead  of  the 
kitchen  of  a  log  cabin,  which  covered 
my  congregation  at  first,  a  good  sized 
school-house  was  found  to  be  insuffi- 
cient before  this  revival ;  and  what  we 
should  now  do  I  know  not,  were  it  not 
for  a  large  barn  that  in  warm  weather 
receives  us. 

Permit  me  also  to  speak  of  personal 
wants.  My  only  alternative  when  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  miserable 
cabin  in  which  your  Society  first  found 
me,  was  to  quit  the  field  ob  purchase  a 
small  claim  with  a  cabin  on  it,  with  the 


!  hope,  tl^t  by  the  labor  of  ray  son  and 
the  avails  of  my  horse  and  carriage, 
I  should  be  able  to  meet  the  cost. 
But  we  are  greatly  afflicted  in  the  loss 
of  our  son's  health,  though  we  had 
hoped,  that  ere  his  father's  lips  should 
ce^se  to  proclaim  Christ  to  perishing 
men,  he  would  take  his  father's  place. 
He  is  visited  with  epileptic  fits  which 
are  thought  to  be  incurable.    He  has 

{however  been  very  useful  during  the 
revival,  though  unable  to  attend  to 
manual  labor.  Unless  I  should  receive 
from  the  Missionary  Society  what  our 
congregation  have  asked,  I  see  not  but 
this  promising  field  must  be  abandoned. 
But  if  we  can  be  thus  aided  the  pre- 
sent year,  I  confidently  expect  we  caa 
do  hereafter  with  half  the  amount. 


INDIANA. 


LIGHTS  AMD  SHADES. 

jProw  Rev,  8.  Kiitredge,  Bedford^  Ind, 

Our  meetings  on  the  Sabbath,  have, 
I  think,  of  late,  been  gradually,  increas- 
ing in  numbers  and  interest  And 
though  there  has  been  no  special  indi- 
cations of  the*  Spirit's  presence,  yet 
there  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be, 
a  listening  ear  to  the  truth,  which  has 
been  gratifying  and  encouraging  to  your 
missionary.  Since  the  last  report,  som^ 
three  or  four  have  united  with  this  little 
church,  and  we  are  expecting  some 
others  soon.  Our  Sabbath  school,  though 
smaller  this  season  than  formerly,  is,  I 
think,  more  interesting  than  it  has  ever 
been. 

The  monthly  concert  and  weekly 
prayer  meetings  are  continued  in  the 
congregation  with  no  less  interest  than 
formerly. 

Another  thing  that  encourages  our 
hearts  at  the  present  time,  is  that  our 
prospects  for  completing  our  house  of 
worship,  are  brighter  now  than  they 
have  ever  been  before.  Some  of  our 
worldly  men  have  of  late,  from  some 
cause  or  other,  been  induced  to  subscribe 
liberally  toward  this  object  What  has 
induced  them  to  da  this  I  know  not  I 
trust  it  is  the  Lord's  doing. 

But  while  there  are  some  things  to 
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encourage  our  hearts  and  strengthen 
our  hands,  there  are  other  things  of  a 
discouraging  character.  Some  of  the 
most  prominent  and  efficient  members 
of  our  church,  in  consequence  of  worldly 
embarrassments,  are  broken  up,  and 
expect  soon  to  remove  from  us  to  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Thus,  while  we 
have  some  additions,  we  have  removals 
also ;  and  we  sometimes  lose  in  the  re- 
moval of  a  single  individual  or  family, 
more  than  we  gain  by  the  addition  of 
three  or  four. 

**  Yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
joy  in  the  God  of  my  salvation."  He 
will  order  all  things  right  and  for  the 
best  And  to  Him  shall  be  all  the 
glory. 


TENNESSEE. 
SACRAMENTAL   MEETINGS. 

If  there  were  no  other  evidence  that  our 
tsountry  comprises  a  vast  territory  and  con- 
tains a  various  population,  it  would  be  proved 
by  the  diversity  of  views  and  usages  that 
prevail  in'difierent  parts,  even  in  relation  to 
religion,  that  greatest  and  most  absorbing 
•of  all  its  commou  interests.  It  is  difficult 
lor  a  dweller  in  the  land  of  the  pilgrims  to 
appreciate  the  state  of  things,  when  even  the 
wisest  and  best,  both  of  ministers  and  people, 
feel  themselves  obliged  to  rely  for  the  pro 
motion  of  the  Gospel,  chiefly  on  the  use  of 
those  special  occasions  called  **  Sacramental 
Meetings."  And  yet,  in  the  south-western 
portions  of  our  country,  all  evangelical  de- 
nominations, however  they  may  differ  in 
other  respects,  concur  in  employing  these  as 
the  principal  means  of  grace  to  the  people. 
While,  therefore,  those  whose  lot  is  cast 
amid  the  superior  social  advantages  of  the 
East  are  persuaded,  that  their  own  is  the 
more  excellent  way  of  advancing  religion, 
let  them  not  too  hastily  condemn  the  dif- 
ferent course  of  those  who  are  so  differently 
situated. 

From  Rev.  W,  Graves,  Knox  co.,  Tenru 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  labors 
ef  my  last  sacramental  meeting,  and 


with  pleasure  I  hasten  to  state  the  par- 
ticulars. 

In  the  Claiboum  county,  being  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Aaron  Grigsby,  I  ad- 
ministered the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  May. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended,  Chris- 
tians much  revived,  and  14  additional 
members  were  received  by  examination. 
Then  having  the  materials,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  and  ordain  two  elders, 
and  thus  regularly  organized  a  church, 
which  we  called  Sugar  Grove,  At  the 
same  meeting  we  baptized  5  children. 

On  the  third  Sabbath  of  May,  I  as- 
sisted brother  Grigsby  in  a  sacramental 
meeting  in  Knox  ca  We  had  an  inte- 
resting meeting,  although  but  one  mem- 
ber was  added  to  the  church. 

On  the  fourth  Sabbath  of  May,  I  held 
a  sacramental  meeting  at  Montgomery, 
Morgan  co.,  at  which  our  congregations 
were  generally  small,  it  being  a  very 
rainy  time.  Still  we  had  a  good  meeting ; 
Christians  were  edified  and  strengUi- 
ened,  and  sinners  greatly  affected.  On 
Sabbath  evening  1  told  the  people  that 
I  was  about  to  leave  them,  having  done 
my  last  preaching  in  this  place.  I  then 
bid  a  final  and  an  affectionate  farewell, 
which  excited  the  sympathies  of  the 
assembly  and  moved  the  friends  to  meet 
me  with  extended  hands  and  flowing 
tears.  I  had  become  fully  convinced 
that  it  was  my  duty  to  leave  off  preach- 
ing in  Montgomery,  because  1  saw  a 
much  better  prospect  for  building  up  a 
church  in  Jacksborough,  in  Campbell 
CO.,  the  distance  being  but  30  miles 
from  home,  whereas  Montgomery  is  55^ 
and  it  being  out  of  my  power  to  attend 
regularly  in  both  places.  The  first 
Sabbath  in  Jime  I  was  in  Roane  county, 
assisting  Rev.  J.  Dike  in  a  sacramental 
meeting,  at  which  there  wore  two  addi- 
tional members.  • 

Last  Sabbath,  being  assisted  by  Rev. 
A.  Grigsby,  I  administered  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  supper  in  Powel's  Valley, 
but  there  being  much  rain,  it  was  an 
unfavorable  time  for  meeting.  On 
Sabbath  we  had  about  600  hearers. 
But  th^  house  being  too  small,  the 
speaker  stood  in  the  door  and  preached 
to  a  divided  concourse  of  people,  and 
just  at  the  close  of  the  sermon,  the  rain 
and  storm  drove  as  many  into  the  house 
as  could  stand,  whilst  others  were  com- 
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pelled  to  i^sort  to  other  houses  for 
safety.  After  the  storm,  we  proceeded 
to  administer  the  sacrament  to  about  30 
•communicants.  We  then  addressed  our- 
selves to  the  unconverted  part  of  the 
assembly;  such  a  crowded  house  I 
never  before  witnessed.  Nor  were  our 
addresses  without  effect. 


VIRGINU. 

From  Rev.  D,  F,  Palmert  Smytheco.^  Va. 

The  Lord  has  again  visited  us  in 
mercy.  Eternal  thanks  to  his  blessed 
name,  he  has  again  opened  the  treasury 
of  his  grace,  and  showered  upon  us  some 
precious  mercy  drops. 

I  held  a  protracted  meeting  at  this 
place,  which  has  just  closed.  It  was  a 
meeting  of  great  interest  A  deep  so- 
lemnity pervaded  the  assembly  from 
first  to  last.  Ten  persons,  all  of  whom 
are  from  the  higher  walks  of  life,  came 
out  from  the  world  and  united  with  the 
church.  One  is  a  lawyer  of  distinction, 
whose  influence,  we  trust,  will  be  highly 
salutary  throughout  this  region. 

When  I  take  a  retrospect  of  the  past, 
my  heart  is  enlarged,  and  swells  with 
gratitude  and  praise  to  God.  When  I 
came  to  this  place,  under  the  patronage 
of  your  Society,  only  a  half  dozen  Pres- 
byterians could  be  found.  About  70 
have  since  been  added.  •  I  feel  encou- 
raged and  strengthened,  and  am  resolved 
to  labor  with  all  my  powers  in  the  vine- 
yard of  my  Lord  and  master. 


MICHIGAN. 

THE  FAITHFUL  MISSIONARY  A  LIGHT  IN 
A  DARK   PLACE. 

When  I  came  into  this  county,  it  was 
impossible  to  gather  a  congregation  ex- 
cept at  one  village.  Now,  I  have  under 
my  general  supervision  three  churches 
which  I  have  formed,  and  five  congre- 
gations. The  church  at  P.  H.  have  a 
meeting-house.  The  church  in  St  C. 
are  now  building ;  it  was  inclosed  last 
week,  and  I  trust  will  be  finished  this 
fall.  My  congregation  at  P.  S.,  which 
makes  a  sixth,  is  prospering.    They  are 
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also  building  a  small  brick  church  to  be 
finished  in  less  than  a  year. 

Who  can  read  the  proofs  of  such  useful- 
ness as  this,  and  not  admire  the  divine 
arrangement  for  the  moral  advancement  of 
society  by  means  of  the  living  ministry*? 
What  agency  could  produce  such  effects,  but 
the  living  voice  and  glowing  heart  of  one, 
who  is  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  for 
Christ  and  the  rescue  of  souls  1  And  how 
blessed  is  the  work  of  missions,  that  sends 
forth  and  sustains  such  laborers  in  r^ons 
where,  but  for  them,  sin  would  revel  un- 
checked, and  immortal  men  perish  without 
hope ! 

But  the  privilege  of  such  usefulness  as 
this  is  not  enjoyed  without  cost.  Such  re- 
wards are  the  fruit 

"  Of  strength  impaired,  <rf  wasted  years — 
A  weary  round  of  toils  and  tears, 
Where  fainting  hope  contends  with  fears, 
By  faith  alone  sustained." 

The  following  glance  at  the  circumstances 
of  the  past  six  years,  will  enable  our  readers 
to  appreciate  the  scenes  of  self-denial  through 
which  some  of  their  brethren  are  called  to 
pass. 

The  sickness  and  death  last  fall  were 
dreadful.  Some  have  left,  to  return 
after  the  time  of  fall  sickness.  With  all 
this  large  field,  I  found  myself  obliged 
to  place  my  family  away  from  me  or 
leave  the  field.  I  spend  none  of  my 
time  on  the  Sabbath  where  my  family 
are,  because  the  people  are  able  to  do 
nothing  for  my  support  while  they  are 
building  a  small  meeting-house.  As  an 
additional  motive  for  moving  my  family 
to  St.  C.  and  spending  some  of  the 
week  with  them,  I  found  it  would  hasten 
the  completion  of  their  house  of  worship, 
and  I  have  promised  te  give  them  a  por- 
tion of  my  labors  when  that  is  done. 
This  I  think  is  the  only  thing  that  would 
cause  the  house  to  be  completed.  Thus 
I  am  endeavoring  to  guard  the  weak 
portions  of  the  "  wall,"  and,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  I  can  see  that  they  grow  from 
year  to  year  a  little  stronger.  But  here 
I  have  been  six  and  almost  seven  years 
exposed  to  the  miasma  of  an  unhealthy 
region  sometimes  in  extreme  sickness, 
and  my  family  in  the  same  condition, 
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often,  and  I  may  say  part  of  the  time, 
in  a  drooping  and  debilitated  state  of 
body  and  mi^.  My  health  is  now  good. 
My  parents  in  Ohio  have  recently  urged 
me  strongly  to  leave  and  go  to  that 
state.  Through  their  influence,  doors 
have  been  opened  for  me  to  three  or 
four  good  congregations,  who  are  able 
to  support  the  Gospel,  and  I  was  on  the 
point  of  deciding  that  I  would  go,  but 
my  friends  in  different  parts  of  this 
county  expressed  such  feelings  on  the 
subject,  and  urged  me  to  stay  with  such 
importunity,  that  I  feel  that  I  cannot 
leave  them  at  present.  It  is  like  aban- 
doning friends  in  a  dangerous  forest, 
and  I  cannot  withstand  their  cry,  "  don't 
leave  us,"  **  don't  leave  us."  Yet,  were 
it  not  for  the  aid  your  Society  renders, 
I  should  be  obliged  to  leave.  O,  I  wish 
some  of  the  churches  who  build  large 
meeting-houses,  and  pay  their  ministers 
large  salaries^  and  stUl  are  rich,  would 
or  could  realize  the  situation  of  their 
brethren,  and  the  churches  in  this  wide 
field.  Surely  they  would  not  leave  you 
with  stinted  means  to  carry  on  the  work 
in  which  you  are  engaged.  There  is 
no  instrumentality,  I  am  convinced,  that 
can  be  the  means  of  blessing  this  region 
like  the  A.  H.  M.  Society.  Without 
this.  Ignorance,  Popery,  Infidelity,  &c, 
&C.,  will  occupy  this  large  field  in  the 
West,  which  is  soon  to  do  very  much 
towards  deciding  the  fate  of  our  coun- 
try, and  of  influencing  the  world  I 


From  Rev,  8.  Woodbury,  Manchester^ 
Washtenaw  co.,  Mich, 

Two  years  ago  in  October,  I  removed 
my  family  to  this  place,  and  was  install- 
ed as  pastor  of  the  church  in  December 
following ;  since  which,  the  church  has 
increased  from  38  to  more  than  80  mem- 
bers. A  pleasant  revival  commenced  at 
the  installment,  which  increased  the 
church  one  half  in  numbers,  and  more 
than  one  half  in  pecuniary  strength.  A 
Sabbath  school  and  Bible  class  imme- 
diately went  into  operation  with  en- 
couraging prospects.  To  start  the  Sab- 
bath school,  (being  destitute  of  means 
to  purchase,)  the  pastor  offered  20 
vols,  toward  a  Sabbath  school  library, 
from  his  own;  and  then  went  from 


house  to  house  begging  more,  till  the 
library  rose  to  about  100  vols.  We  shall, 
by  a  kind  providence,  add  to  thi^,  in  a 
day  or  two,  100  vols,  of  books  and  200 
pamphlets  and  tracts,  as  a  donation  from 
Dr.  Skinner's  church  in  Mercer-st,  N- 
Y.  We  have  had  but  very  few  com- 
munion seasons  since  I  came  here,  when 
some  have  not  been  added  to  the  church — 
two  on  profession  and  one  on  certificate, 
we  added  on  the  4th  mstant  Some  few 
have  left- to  join  other  churches. 

THE  REASONS  FOR  ASEING  MISSIONART 
AID. 

The  trustees  wished  to  apply  to  your 
Society  for  aid  when  I  came  here,  but 
I  told  them  you  had  enough  to  do,  and 
we  must  first  try  what  could  be  done 
by  ourselves.  We  have  all  struggled 
to  live,  pastor  and  people;  we  have 
struggled  hard  ;  I  have  not  experienced 
such  privations  since  I  have  kept  house, 
which  is  17  years.  The  trustees  have 
paid  me  less  than  $400,  which  is  all  I 
have  had  to  support  my  family  upon 
since  I  came  here,  except  a  few  presents 
from  the  people  occasionally.  Of  course 
I  am  a  little  in  debt,  but  not  much. 
My  people  are  very  kind,  and  we  love 
them  much.  Their  wheat  crop  was 
almost  entirely  cut  off  last  year  by  the 
insect ;  and  this  year,  drought  has  so 
injured  it,  that  we  shall  certainly  have 
no  more  than  a  common  crop.  Then 
to  this  add  the  very  low  price  of 
wheat  (our  only  dependence,)  and  the 
scarcity  of  Tnoney,  and  the  efl5)rt  to  render 
our  meeting-housecomfortable,  and  save 
it  from  decay,  and  you  will  see,  I  trust, 
that  necessity  and  not  covetousness,  has 
driven  us  to  look  to  your  excellent  So- 
ciety, as  our  last  hope,  that  the  invita- 
tions and  warnings  of  the  Gospel  shall 
not  cease  to  vibrate  through  **  this  terri- 
tory of  death."  Last  winter,  in  con- 
nexion with  a  committee  from  the  board 
of  trustees,  I  visited  every  male  mem- 
ber of  this  church,  with  the  design  of 
raising  the  necessary  funds  to  free  the 
church  property  from  debt  Every  man, 
with  only  one  exception,  came  forward 
and  contributed  according  to  their  cir- 
cumstances, from  $10  to  $100  each, 
and  gave  their  notes,  payable  one  half 
in  one,  and  the  other  half  in  two  years 
on  interest  When  this  effort  was  made, 
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two  of  the  truetees  had  their  personal 
{MTopertj  adrertised  to  be  sold  on  execu- 
tion for  the  church  debts.  Thus  you 
fiee,  the  people  are  all  willing  to  make 
sacrifices,  and  could  you  see  &em  come 
three,  five,  and  eight  miles.  Sabbath 
after  Sabbath,  to  attend  meeting,  you  j 
would  not  doubt  that  they  love  the  sound 
of  the  GospeL 


OHIO.   , 


From  Rev.  H.  R,  Howe^  Pine  Grove^ 
Gallia  co^  O. 

VALEDICTORY. 

Feelings  of  no  ordinary  character  are 
excited,  as  I  retire  to  make  this  my  last 
communication  to  your  Society.  It  is 
as  though  I  looked  on  the  face  of  some 
lumored  and  much  esteemed  friend,  for 
the  last  time ;  as  though  I  were  about 
to  let  go  my  hold  on  some  parental 
hand,  by  which  I  had  for  a  long  time 
been  guided  and  upheld.  Yes,  dear 
brethren,  mingled  emotions  of  fear  and 
hope,  of  pleasure  and  pain,  fill  the  bosom 
while  I  write.  My  "  heart  trembles  for 
the  ark  of  God,"  as  I  cast  a  thought  on 
the  future.  Former  anticipations  have 
not  been  fully  realized,  by  the  history  of 
the  past  Long  before  this,  I  had  hoped 
the  church  to  which  I  minister  would 
have  been  able  and  willing  to  sustain 
the  ministrations  of  the  GospeL  Such, 
however,  has  not  been,  neither  is  it  now 
the  case. 

All  mv  designs  and  hopes,  my  labors 
and  fond  anticipations,  since  first  I  en- 
tered on  this  mission,  have  centred  in 
the  ultimate  prosperity  of  this  church. 
That  I  have  not  prayed  as  much,  or 
lived  as  holy  a  li£B  as  I  might  and  should 
have  done,  I  am  fully  conscious ;  but  I 
have  labored  night  and  day,  if  not  with 
tears,  yet  I  can  truly  say,  with  deep  so- 
licitude, and  under  an  abiding  convic- 
tion of  my  accountability  to  God.  My 
connection  with  your  Society  and  with 
the  churches  in  this  region,  I  am  well 
assured,  must  be  solemnly  reviewed  on 
that  great  day  when  the  secrets  of  all 
hearts  shall  be  revealed. 

I  take  my  leave  of  your  Society,  not 
knowing  the  things  that  shall  befall  me 
hereafter,  and  at  a  time  when  I  never 


needed  its  patronage  m<n*e.  I  shall  not 
speak  of  privations  endured  in  time  p^st 
Sacrifices  I  have  made  it  is  true,  bul 
the  greatest  of  all  these  is,  the  time  I 
have  been  obliged  to  employ  in  secular 
afiairs.  Even  now,  I  have  no  house, 
(except  the  one  yet  unfinished  which  I 
am  attempting  to  build,)  which  will 
shelter  us  from  the  storm. 

I  look  on  my  book  shelves  and  mourn 
that  they  are  so  thinly  stocked.  When 
I  would  investigate  any  subject  at  all 
out  of  the  common  track  of  thought,  I 
am  much  trammelled  for  the  want  of 
suitable  helps. 

These  are  some  of  the  circumstances, 
under  which  I  throw  myself  and  little 
family  on  the  good  providence  oi  our 
heavenly  Father,  and  commit  our  way 
unto  the  Lord.  Needy  ^ough  we  be, 
I  cannot  consent  to  be  sustained  by  the 
contributions  of  the  pious,  and  often  the 
pious  poor^  while  prospects  are  no  more 
Mattering  than  at  present 

We  have  lately  received  three  mem- 
bers to  our  church,  and  some  are  known 
to  be  thoughtful. 

A  collection  of  some  ten  or  twelve 
dollars  for  your  Society  has  lately  been 
made,  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  our  dea- 
cons, and  will  soon  be  f<»'warded  to  the 
Marietta  Agency. 


NEW-YORK. 

From  Rev.  J.  M.  Sadd,  Eden^  N.  Y. 

REVIVAL. 

I  rejoice  to  tell  you  we  have  seen  the 
work  of  God  here  in  great  power.  The 
church  seem  to  be  raised  up  on  to  higher 
ground  than  ever.  They  have  confessed 
their  sins,  and  have  most  solemnly  con- 
secrated  themselves  to  the  work  of  Grod, 
and  to  greater  sacrifices,  and  to  more 
determined  activity  and  persevering 
faithfulness. 

When  the  church  had  thus  bowed 
down,  they  began  to  pray  for  sinners, 
and  sinners  began  to  be  converted ;  al- 
most the  first  case  was  a  captain,  on 
Lake  Erie,  a  young  man,  who  has  taken 
a  very  decided  stand  for  God  and  his 
cause.  He  feels  that  he  has  in  reality 
consecrated  himself  to  the  work  of  Goif 
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and  sajTS,  he  shall  unite  immediately 
with  toe  Bethel  Church  at  Bufialo,  and 
do  all  he  can  for  its  support  and  for  the 
conversion  of  his  fellows. 

Another  case,  was  a  bold  blasphemer, 
who  seems  to  be  in  his  right  mind. 
About  18  or  20  persons  have  l^en  hope- 


fully converted.  Though  not  as  many 
as  sometimes  is  the  case,  yet  it  seems 
a  ffreat  work  here.  It  has  been  princi- 
psuly  in  the  Sabbath  school—one  old 
gray-headed  man,  who  was  full  of  infi- 
delity.  The  work  seems  still  to  be 
going  on. 


APPEAL 

To  the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  Churches  of  New- York  and  New* 

tlngland. 


Dear  brethren, — The  "  Presbytery  of 
Marshall,"  situated  in  the  interior  of 
Michigan,  beg  leave  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  wants  of  the  ministry  of 
our  two  denominations,  throughout  this 
state. 

We  were  sorry  to  perceive  by  the 
public  papers,  that  it  had  been  stated 
at  one  of  your  recent  Anniversaries^ 
that  "  the  support  of  western  ministers 
is  710^  generally  inadequate.' '  The  con- 
verse of  this  statement,  brethren,  we 
know  to  be  much  nearer  to  the  fact. 
But,  before  proceeding  farther,  we 
would  express  our  unfeigned  and  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  to  the  American 
Home  Missionart  Society,  for  the 
liberal  aid  which  they  have  rendered  to 
the  ministry  and  churches  of  the  West, 
as  well  as  our  hearty  thanks  to  all 
those,  whose  bounty  the  Society  has 
dispensed.  Without  that  aid,  many  a 
dear  and  devoted  brother  had  not  been 
able  to  retain  his  station  a  single  year. 
But,  one  hundred^  or  orue  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars^  will  do  but  little  towards 
the  entire  support  of  a  growing  and  de- 
pendent family.  We  pray  you  to  pon- 
der this.  Most  of  our  brethren  are  not 
supported  half  as  well  as  they  were  four 
or  five  years  ago,  and  for  the  simple 
good  reason,  tl^t  their  congregations 
are  not  half  as  rich  as  they  then  sup- 
posed themselves  to  be,  nor  as  rich  as 
they  then  really  were.  Still,  our  pur- 
pose is  not  now  to  beg  for  greater  as- 
sistance in  the  form  of  money,  but  in 
another  and  easier  way. 

1.  We  respectfully  solicit  donations 
in  clothinff,  A  box  of  clothing,  sent 
out  frcHn  Detroit,  the  winter  before  the 
last,  and  a  box  forwarded  last  autumn 


from  East  Hanover,  N.  H.,  afibrded 
more  relief  and  rejoicing,  than,  without 
knowing  the  situation  of  the  brethren, 
you  co^d  well  imagine.  Clothing  here, 
is,  universally,  a  cash  article,  and  is 
generally  very  dear.  Of  all  woollen 
FABRICS,  this  is  especially  true.  Few 
of  our  farmers  have  hitherto  kept  sheep, 
and,  consequently,  their  own  clothing 
bill  has  been  an  enormous  drawback 
upon  their  ability  to  pay  any  money 
towards  the  support  of  the  ministry. 
Thus  far,  even  the  most  common  sorts 
of  stockings  have  been  imported,  and 
at  high  prices.  This  evil  falls  with 
double  weight  upon  the  ministry.  It 
greatly  augments  their  expenses,  and 
it  greatly  diminishes  their  resources. 

One  of  our  brethren  remarked  be- 
fore Presb3rtery,  a  few  days  ago,  that 
but  for  the  share  he  had  received  out  of 
the  box  from  Hanover,  he  could  not 
possibly  have  attended  that  meeting. 
Some  time  before,  another  rose  and  said, 
"  I  have  not  had  a  new  coat  for  three 
years,  and  this  which  I  have  on,  you 
perceive,  is  not  decent"  Friends  in 
Marshall  and  Detroit  generously  sent  a 
temporary  supply  for  him  and  his  family. 
But  he  was  only  one  out  of  many,  unus 
e  pluribus^  emphatically.  Plain,  sub- 
stantial clothing,  of  almost  any  kind,  will 
be  very  acceptable.  Garments  suitable 
for  men,  women,  and  children  of  all 
sizes,  are  greatly  needed.  Fragments 
of  new  cloth,  cotton,  woollen,  and  linen, 
such  as  are  now  seen  in  almost  every 
shop  in  the  eastern  cities  and  villages, 
would  here  be  invaluable.  Bed  cloth- 
ing may  well  be  added.  But  nothing  is 
more  difilcult  to  be  obtaixfed  here,  be- 
cause nothing  is  scarcer  or  dearer  in 
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the  interior,  than  boots  and  shoes,  of  all 
descriptions.  A  beloved  and  cnost  use- 
ful minister  in  Michigan  started  off  last 
winter,  on  a  preaching  tour,  which  took 
him  through  one  of  our  largest  villa£^es. 
A  fine,  little,  barefooted  boy  followed  him 
to  the  door,  and  begged  that  papa  would 
bring  him  back  a  pair  of  shoes.  His 
father  replied,  "  FU  try,  my  son."  The 
door  closed.  "Poor  child,"  said  the 
amiable  wife  and  mother,  "his  father 
has  tried  hard,  and  he  has  raised  only 
twenty  cents  to  take  with  him."  Nor 
had  they  been  improvident 

2.  We  respecttully  solicit  donations 
of  books. 

Great  as  are  the  physical  wants  of 
our  brethren,  their  intellectual  wants  a^e 
still  more  pressing.  There  are  very 
few  adequate  or  even  decent  ministerial 
libraries  in  the  state.  Many  of  the 
brethren  came  hither  poor,  and  brought 
few  books  with  them.  Some  of  them 
have  not  been  able  to  buy  a  single  volume 
since  they  came  to  the  Wdst  These 
men  love  to  study.  They  would  rejoice 
to  store  their  minds  with  biblical  science, 
and  would  cheerfully  submit  to  any  self- 
denial,  which  should  procure  for  them 
the  means  of  so  doing.  Long  since  have 
they  **  inwardly  digested"  every  word 
which  they  possess.  This  want,  dear 
brethren,  we  venture  to  say  to  you  re- 
spectfully, mws/ be  supplied.  The  east- 
ern churches  cannot  afford  to  bear  even 
their  own  share  of  the  consequences, 
remote  and  indirect  as  they  may  seem, 
of  permitting  any  large  portion  of  our 
common  country,  and  especially  "the 
Great  West"  to  pass  into  the  hands  of 
an  unlearned,  unskilful  ministry.  But, 
deprived  of  books,  good  books,  standard 
works,  the  means  of  a  severe  and  ad- 
vancing discipline,  the  most  pious  and 
sensible  men  in  our  profession,  will  soon 
run  down  intellectually,  and  then,  breth- 
ren, what  will  become  of  the  churches 
and  the  community  1    They  will  be 

FLOODED     WITH     FATAL     ERRORS.       No 

earthly  power  can  prevent  it  Dear 
brethren,  in  the  name  of  our  common 
Lord,  we  conjure  you,  arise  to  the 
rescue.  Hundreds  of  your  church- 
members  could  each  spare  a  few  volumes 
as  well  as  not  More  than  half  of  your 
ministers  could  each  spare  a  few  volumes 
as  well  as  not  All  your  religious 
authors,   publishers,   and    booksellers, 

10* 


could  each  spare  a  few  volumes  as  well 
as  not 

We  will  now  briefly  explain  our  im- 
portunity. 

No  state  in  the  Unicm  has  a  richer 
soil  than  Michigan.  She  is  almost  cir- 
cumscribed by  navigable  water.  Not- 
withstanding her  misfortunes  and  her 
mistakes,  she  will  be,  ultimately,  one  of 
the  strongest  and  most  prosperous  mem- 
bers of  "the  republican  family."  But 
over  some  portions  of  the  state,  the 
wheat'Cropi  hitherto  our  main  depend- 
ence, has,  for  two  years  past,  been 
almost  entirely  cut  off.  It  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  ravages  of  the  insect 
Many  a  farmer,  who  had  subscribed 
twenty,  thirty,  or  fifty  dollars  towards 
his  minister's  support,  and  who  had  coa^ 
fidently  expected  to  have  five,  seven,  or 
ten  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  to  sell, 
did  not  get  his  seed.  His  own  time  and 
labor,  and  that  of  several  hired  men* 
who  MUST  BE  PAID,  havo  all  been  worse 
than  thrown  away.  Many  a  fertile  field 
has  not  been  harvested  at  all  since  1838. 
Others,  to  be  sure,  very  many  others* 
have  fared  better.  But  this  is,  in  one 
Presbytery,  at  least,  a  wide-spread  cause 
of  present  depression  and  poverty.  One 
farm,  which  sold  for  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars two  years  ago,  has  not  cleared  the 
taxes  since  the  sale.  Another  farm, 
for  which,  one  of  your  eastern  capital- 
ists ofiered,  less  than  three  years  ag0| 
twenty  thousand  dollars  in  cash,  has, 
since  that  time,  even  under  the  manage- 
ment of  one  of  the  shrewdest  and 
wisest  Yankee-farmers  in  the  country, 
run  him  in  debt,  three  hundred  dollars 
a  year.  How  can  such  men  sustain  the 
ministry,  whilst  their  own  families  are 
in  distress !  These  are  local  evils,  and, 
we  trust,  temporary. 

During  this  same  period,  our  taxes 
have  grown  upon  us  frightfully.  This 
is  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  but  to 
none  more  than  to  the  unfortunate 
operation  of  our  famous  Jive  million 
state  loan,  and  which  now  lies  like  an 
incubus  on  all  the  physical  and  com- 
mercial energies  of  our  infant  common- 
wealth. 

Again,  although  the  general  mortality 
in  Michigan  is  probably  less  than  in 
New-England,  (as  for  instance,  not  a 
single  minister,  connected  with  the  six 
Presbyteries  belonging  to  this  state,  has 
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died  during  the  last  eight  years,)  yet 
sickness  is  certainly  one  cause,  even  of 
pecuniary  embarrassment  It  falls  most 
heavily  upon  us  during  the  period  of 
harvesting,  and  particularly  of  sowing 
for  the  next  year.  During  the  months 
of  August  and  September  of  the  two 
last  years,  not  a  few  of  our  country 
congregations  have  been  nearly  broken 
up ;  the  crop  of  one  year  lost  for  want 
of  being  seasonably  harvested,  that  of 
the  next,  for  want  of  being  seasonably 
sown.  Finally,  our  currency  is  gone — 
absolutely  in  ruins  ! !  The  self-denial 
endured  by  our  brethren  in  the  ministry, 
and  by  their  beloved  families,  is  deserv- 
ing of  high  commendation.  Eastern 
pastors  know  nothing  about  it.  They 
must  sham  it,  personally  and  patiently, 
before  they  will  understand  it 

Now,  liien,  we  ask  the  churches  of 
New- York  and  of  New-England,  if  they 
will  not  make  us  up  some  good  boxes 
of  clothing  and  of  books.  As  to  the 
latter,  they  should  be  adapted  to  qualify 
ministers  and  ministers*  wires  for  their 
great  work.  It  will  be  very  important 
that  the  boxes  should  be  sent  on,  so  as 
to  get  here  safely  and  certainly  before 
the  closing  of  the  Canal  and  the  Lake. 
Very  little  money  need  be  expended  in 
this  undertaking,  besides  what  is  wanted 
to  pay  the  freight 

Allen  Wheeler,  Esq.,  Broad-Street, 
New- York,  is  the  man,  to  whose  care, 
goods  coming  from  the  East  of  that 
place,  should  be*  forwarded.  He  is  a 
staunch  friend  of  poor  ministers  at  the 
West,  and  the  Agent  for  the  six-day 
boats.  He  can  inform  you  what  the 
freight  will  be  to  Detroit 

Dear  Brethren  and  Sisters  : 

Do  not,  we  beseech  you,  throw  aside 
our  humble  appeal  as  soon  as  you  have 
glanced  your  eyes  over  it,  and  do  no 


more  about  it  **Hear  us,"  beloved 
friends,  •*  for  our  cause,  and  be  patient^ 
that  you  may  hear,  and  the  better  judge." 
Direct  to  such  ministers,  or  laymen, 
as  you  prefer,  but  do  not  forget  the 
clothingi  and  especially  the  books  and 

the  PARCHMENTS. 

Our  necessities  are  great,  very  great, 
and  growing  greater  every  hour.  The 
Lord  fill  your  heaits  with  benevolence, 
and  your  hands  with  diligence  in  this 
matter.  Then  will  your  reward  and 
our  rejoicing  abound,  even  imto  the  day 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

That  my  own  motives,  in  having  thus 
executed  the  directions  of  my  Presby- 
tery, may  not  be  suspected,  I  deem  it 
but  just  and  proper  to  add,  that  having 
received  thus  far,  an  adequate  salary, 
myself,  and  possessing  a  competent 
library,  I  shall  derive  not  the  smaUest 
personal  benefit  from  the  charities  con- 
templated in  our  appeal,  beyond  what 
will  arise  from  witnessing  their  distri- 
bution among  brethren,  whom  1  **  esteem 
very  highly  in  love  for  their  works* 
sake." 

With  Christian  salutations,  I  sub- 
scribe  myself,  by  order  and  on  behalf 
of  Marshall  Presbytery, 

John  P.  Cleaveland,  Moderator, 

5J-  Boxes  sent  towthe  care  of  H.  W.  Ripley, 
Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society,  No.  150  Nassau-street, 
New- York,  will  be  forwarded  without  delay. 
None,  we  trust,  will  give  the  less  money  \o 
the  missionary  cause,  in  consequence  of  their 
donations  in  clothing  or  books.  But  all,  we 
should  the  rather  hope,  will  count  it,  more 
than  ever,  their  privilege  to  make  the  case  of 
the  missionary  m  our  western  country  their 
own,  and  while  he  sacrifices  so  much  in 
doing  the  work  which  God  has  given  bis 
people  to  do,  will  give  him,  cheerfully  and 
liberally,  both  the  greater  gift  and  the  less— 
whatsoever  he  needeth,  to  aid  him,  in  turn- 
ing the  wilderness  into  the  garden  of  God. 


Appointments  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the   A 

August  1st,  1841. 
Re-appointcd. 
Rev.  James  A.  Clan-k,  Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 
Ilev.  Jesse  Wimpy,   Pleasant  Valley  and  Sugar 

Creek,  Georgia.* 
Uev.  W.  Chamberlin,  Alton  Presbytery,  JUinoiB. 
lev.  Sylvester  Carey,  Milford,  Michigan. 
.'lev.  D.  A.  Sherman,  East  Troy,  ViTisconsin. 
Hov.  John  U.  Parsons,  Franklin  and  Yorkville,  Wis, 
1 '.  ev.  Jeremiah  Porter,  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin. 
.:  ev.  Jacob  Burbank,  Pultney villa,  N.  Y. 
Vvrv.D.  B.  Woods,  Springwater,  N.  Y. 
^  { ev.  William  Huntting,  Greenport,  L.  L 
itev.  Daniel  Rockwell,  Elk  Grove,  Illinois, 
iov.  James  Robertson,  Sherbrook,L.  C. 


H,   M.  S.,  from  July  1st  to 


Rev.  Jonathan  Cable,  Reynoldsbargh,  Jefferson  and 

Lower  Liberty,  O. 
Rev.  A.  D.  Chapman,  Kingston,  O. 

Ifot  in  eofnmission  last  year. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Clark,  Madison.  IVis. 
Rev.— --  Fairchild,  Newtown,  Fountain  ca,  Ind* 
Rev.  C.  P.  Bush,  Tenth  Prekb.  Ch.,  N.  Y.  city. 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Gnrney,  Coldwater,  Mich. 
Rev.  A.  C.  Dubois,  South  Dansville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  £.  J.  Boyd,  to  go  to  the  West. 
Kev.  B.B.  Drake,  Bloomington,  111. 
Rev.  John  W.  Pierce,  Hudson,  Mich. 
Rev.  Silas  Woodburv,  Manchester,  Micb* 
Rev.  Calvin  BuUer,  BooavUie,  Ind. 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 

Concord  West,  Miss  Rebecca  Rolf,  to 

const.  Rev.  Asa  P.  Tenny  a  L.  M.,  by 

Rev.  B.  P.  Stone, 
FitzwiDiam,  widow's  mite, 
Peterborough,    legacy    of    Mrs.   Mary 

Averill,  by  Rev.  B.  P.  Stone. 
Seabrookand  Hampton  Falls,  Cong.  Soc 

to  const.  Rev.  Sereno  T.  Abbot  a  L.  M., 

by  do. 


30  00 
1  00 


10  00 


30  OU 


4  00 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums  from  July  let  to  Aug.  1«^,  1841. 

Canterbury,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Armstrong, 
coll.,  21;  Hev.  Mr.  8iUiman,S}  Mrs. 
Silliman,  1 ;  L.  Tobias,  I ;  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  1  j  V.  M.  Purdy,  1;  J.  Wood- 
hams,  0  50 ;  Mr.  Roe,  2  27  ;  Cash,  0  S3,    30  00 

Catskill,  Friend  of  Missions  for  support- 
ing the  Gospel  in  Iowa,  250)  Presb. 
Ch.  colL,28  56;  Charles  Keacb,  20; 
James  Millard,  15;  H.  Whittlesey, 
15 ;  Caleb  Day,  10 ;  Mrs.  Lucy  Day,  of 
Cleaveland,  O.,  10;  John  Loi^hee,  10; 
Frederick  Hill,  in  part,  to  const  Hi-  ■ 
land  HUl  a  L.  M.,  10;  A.  Beach,  5; 
Rev.  G.  N.  Judd,  5;  John  Powers,  5; 
S.  S.  Penfield,  5  ;  Charles  Austen,  5 ; 
John  Dean,  1 ;  Ann  Polluck,  1 ;  B. 
Sole,l,  396  56 

Denton,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Armstrong,  R. 
W.Sawyer, 0  50;  M. H. Phillips,  0 50 ; 
500  00  H-  Phillips,  1 ;   A.  Halbut,  1 ;   J.  B. 

Gale,  1 ;  Mrs.  H.  G.  Sawyer,  5  ;  B.  F. 
55  00  Sawyer,  1  ;  Mrs.  O.  M.  Johnson,  1 ;  L. 

Schoonmaker,  0  50;  H.  W.  Denton, 
3 ;  J.  H.  Millspaugh,  1 ;  J.  Corey,  0  25 ; 
Emily  Smith,  2  71 ;  James  Gale,  1 ;  J. 
B.  Denton,  1 ;  J.  Post,  0  50 ;  G«  Phil- 
lips, 1 ;  W.  Arnout,  3 ;  H.  £.  Denton, 
117  00  1  ;  J*  Valentine,  0  50;  S.  Valentine, 

0  50 ;  Cash,  0  04  ;  M.  Sawyer,  3,  30  00 

Fishkill,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Armstrong,  Mrf. 

Gen.  Van  Wyck,  1  j  Mrs.  Waldo,  0  50 ; 

150  00  Miss  Moutross,  0  50;  CoL .Burroughs, 

1 ;  Jane  Delavan,  1 ;  A.  Brinkerhoff, 5 ; 

J.  D.  Brinkerhoff,  2;  Wid.  H.  Haight, 

112  00  1  ;    Elizabeth    Haight,  1  ;    Minerva 

Haight,  0  50;  Wm.  Seward,  1 ;  T.  M. 

S«ofield,  3  ;  J.  Hoyt,  5  ;  J.  E.  Smith, 

30  00  0  50;    Mrs.  J.  E.  Smith,  0  50;   J.  1. 

Haight,  1 ;  E.  M.Scofield,  10 ;  Gen.  A. 

Van  Wyck,  30;   A.  Sherwood,  5 ;   L. 

W.  Arnin,  1;    J.  M.  Scofield,  5;   £. 


VEI^MONT— 
Dorset,  Huldah  Martindale, 
Westminster,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 
Jacob  Chapin,  by  Jacob  Chapin,  jr.       100  OO 


BIASSACHUSETTS— 
Missionary  Society,  by  B.  Perkins,  Asst. 

Treas., 
Amherst  College,  officers  and  students, 

by  H.  O.  Uowland, 
"  CummJngton,  First  Ch.,  Ladies,  by  Mrs. 

C.  Briggs,  Treas., 
Franklin  Co.  H.  M.  S.,  of  which  $30  is 

from  Samuel  Denham,  to  const.  So- 
lomon Burr  of  Princeton,  IlL,  a  L.  M., 

by  Otis  Child,  Treas., 
Hampshire  Miss.  Soc,  of  which  $30  is 

from   David  Mack,  to  const.   Aaron 

Graves  of  Middlefield  a  L.  M.,  by  E. 

Williams,  Treas., 
Hopkinton,  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc.,  of  which 

$100  is  to  const.  Rev.  J.  C.  Webster 

a  L.  D., 
North  Brookfield.  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc.  to 

const.  Mrs.  Content  Skerry  a  L.  M., 

by  Rev.  Dr.  Snell, 


CONNECTICUT— 
Missionary   Soc.,  by  Francis   Parsons, 

Treas.,  1,000  00 

Mystic  Bridge,  H.  M.  Soc.,  by  Eliza  H. 

Palmer,  in  full  to  const.  Benjamin  F. 

HoxieaL.  M.,  12  00 

New  Haven,  East-DisL,  H.  M.  Soc  viz: 

Brauford,  45  00 

Guilford  H.  M.  S.,  121  69 

New  London,  Friend,  30  00 

North  Woodbury,  of  which  $30  is  to 

const.  Kev.  John  Churchill  a  L.  M.j  48  00 

Southbury,  Ch.  and  Cong,  to  const.  Rev. 

W.  H.  Whittemore  a  L.  M.,  36  00 

Stanwich,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Butts,      1 8  00 
West  Chester,  Cong.  Soc,  by  S.  Brown,       19  00 

NEW-YORK— 
Bangor,  Rev.  B.  Burnap,  1  00 

Bethlehem,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Armstrong, 
Judge  Denniston,  3;  J.  Caldwell,  1; 
Mr.  Sayre,  1 ;  J.  Dean,  0  50 ;  L  Thurs- 
ton, 1 ;  Mr.  Van  Allen,  1 ;  A.  Caldwell, 
1 ;  Mrs.  Van  Allen.  1 ;  J.  Roberts,  1 ; 
H.  W.  Strong,  0  50 ;  L.  O.  Van  Allen, 
0  25 ;  Dr.  Goodman,  1 ;  O.  Van  Allen, 
0  50 ;  P.  Fitzgerald,  0  50 ;  T.  Cle- 
monce,  1 ;  Cash,  1 ;  Mr.  Walsh,  0  50 ; 
P.  Darlington,  0  50 ;  Mrs.  Chambers, 
1;  Mrs.  Brown,  0  37;  J.  Taylor,  0  50; 
L.  Taylor,  0  50;  Mrs.  McGill,  0  50; 
Mr.  Mansfield,  0  50 ;  S.  M.  Denniston, 
2 ;  T.  J.  Fulton,  0  50 ;  D.  (Chandler,  1 ; 
J.  Drake,  0  50  ;  Mrs.  Weed,  1 ;  Mr. 
Wood,  0  50;  Mrs.  Fulton,  0  38;  Mr. 
Cleeves,  1 ;  J.  B.  Pago,  1 ;  J.  Smith,  1  i 
J.  Denniston,  0  50 ;  D.  H.  Moffatt,  2,  31  00 
Brooklyn,  Third  Clu,  J.  Howard,  20  00 


Scofield, 5 ;  Benjamin  Everett,  to  const, 
his  daughter,  Miss  Sarah  Everett,  a  L. 
M.,  30 ;  Mary  Haight,  1 ;  C.  T.  Pud- 
ney ,  5 ;  C.  Scofield,  5 ;  Mrs.  T.  Huestis , 
1;  Phebe  Scofield,  2;  Seth  Hoyt,  5; 
C.  Delavan,  2 ;  Margaret  BrinkerhofiT, 
0  50 ;  Ann  Van  Wyck,  5,  137  00 

Freedom  Plains,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Arm- 
strong, J.  Wilkinson,  1 ;  P.  Velie,  1 ; 
S.  Petitt,  5;  Col.  Todd,  2;  E.  Taylor, 
1 ;  F.  Morefort,  1 ;  Jesse  Baker,  1  50 ; 
E.  Van  Benschoten,  2 ;  John  Baker,  1 ; 
Rev.  S.  Mandeville,  1 ;  Wm.  Petitt,  1 ; 
Miss  KeUogg,  0  50 ;  M.  M.  Overocker, 
0  50;  Mrs.  S.  Overocker,  0  50;  Wi- 
dow Overocker,  1;  Mrs.  Taylor,  1; 
Mrs.  Shear,  1;  Mrs.  Van  Valen,  2; 
Mrs.  Woolven,  0  50;  Mrs.  Landon, 
0  50;  Mr.  Landon,  0  50;  Mrs.  Wool- 
ven, 1 ;  Mrs.  Miller,  1 ;  B.  H.  Conck- 
lin,  10,  37  50 

Marlborough,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Bailey,  1 ;  B.  Bailey,  1  ;  J.  G. 
Storm,  1 ;  Mr.  Spencer,  5 ;  Dr.  Deyo, 
1 ;  Mrs.  Dubois,  1 ;  Mrs.  Holden,  0  50; 
Mrs.  Field,  0  50;  Mr.  Velie,  2;  Mr. 
Bloomer,  0  50,  13  50 

Newburgh,  Second  Pretb.  CK,  by  Rev. 
W.  Hill,  15  00 

New  Windsor,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Geqrge,  0  50 ;  A.  Sherwood,  1 ; 
W.  Sherwood,  1 ;  Mr.  Colby,  3;  Mr. 
Corwin,!  ;  Mrs.  Merritt,  0  75;  Mrs. 
Coiton,  0  25 ;  L.  Nichol,  1 ;  Mr.  Slil- 
son,  0  50 ;  Mr.  Andrews,  0  50  ;  Mrs. 
Eggleston,  0  25  ;  Mrs.  Peet,0  25;  Mr. 
Mortoui  5 ;   Mrs.  Carpenter,  1 ;  Johu 
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Nichol,  5 ;  Mr.  Lee,  5 ;  Mr.  Vail,  2 ;  J. 
Moores  and  brother,  0  00;  Miss  C. 
Moores,  0  50;  D.  Moores,  Esq.,  3; 
Mrs.  D.  Moores,  1 ;  Airs.  Egg leston, 
0  50 ;  Widow  Lockwood,3 ;  S.  Moores, 
1 ;  D.  Lockwood,  5,  41  60 

New-York  City,  S.  £.  Morse,  to  const. 

Mrs.  Sidney  £.  Morse  a  L.  M.,  30  00 

Pleasant  Valley,  by  Rev.  K.  G.  Arm-' 
strong,  Owen  Ward,  5 ;  J.  Marshall,  1 ; 
Mr.  Dubois,  1 ;  J.  Humphrey,  3;  J.  B. 
Lockwood,  3;  J.  Wiggins,  0  35;  G. 
Badgley,3;  Sarah  L)aly,0  25;  James 
Smith,  1;  LVan  Noelrand,0  25;  W. 
K.  Tanner.  1 ;  A.  J.  Holmes.  2  ;  J.  W. 
Holmes,  1 ;  C.  Lewis,  0  50 ;  Mrs. 
Lewis.  0  25;  J.B.  Smith,  0  50;  R. 
Mead,  1 ;  D.  L  Ward,  0  50 ;  J.  Barnes, 
1 ;  A.  PeUs,  1 ;  W.  H.  Doughty,  0  50 ; 
C.  Peters,  0  50 ;  J.  E.  Mott,  1 ;  J.  De- 
long,!;  Miss  £.  Ward,  0  50;  Esq. 
Beadle.  1 ;  J.  Ward,  3 ;  Col.  Smith,  1 ; 
Mr.  Skidmore,  1;  Dr.  Canfield,  2; 
Mrs.  Ue  Graff,  0  50;  E.  Mott,  2;  Sa- 
rah Peal,  0  06 ;  Col.  H.  Ostrom,  5 ; 
Joseph  Holmes,  2;  T.  NewcoBb,5; 
Mon.  Con.  colL,  43  64 ;  N.  Allen,  3 ; 
Mrs.  N.  Allen, 2;  W.  C.  Holmes,!; 
Esq.  Coles,  !  ;  Wm.  Smith,  1;  W.  J. 
Barnes,  1 ;  S.  MarshaU,  0  72 ;  Mrs.  G. 
Ham.  !;  Mrs.  Check,  0  25;  C.  Van- 
derburgh, 0  !2 ;  James  Barnes,  3 ;  A. 
D.Wright,!,  107  29 

Pleasant  Valley  West,  by  Rey.  R.  G. 
Armstrong,  J.  Powell, ! ;  A.  Raymond, 
Esq.,  1 :  Mrs.  Tremper  and  sister,  1 ; 
Mr.    Duryea,  0  50;   Mrs.  Fay,  0  25; 
Mr.  Skidmore,  1  50 ;   A.  Van  Sicklen, 
0  50 ;  Mon.  Con.  coll.,  3  77 ;  B.  Tunis, 
1 ;  Mr.  Johnson,  0  38  ;   W.  Edwards, 
1 ;  H.  Wood,  1 ;  J.  Traphagen,  0  50  ; 
H.  Bodine,  0  50;  Mary  Bodine,  0  50; 
W.  Garrison,  2  ;  D.  Garrison,  0  50, 
Poughkeepsie,  Cong  Ch.,  by  Rev.  R.  G. 
Armstrong,  Mr.  Tyson,  0  50 ;  Friend, 
1;  Wm.  Lynn,  0  25;  T.C.Coxhead, 
2 ;  J.  Bartlett,  1 ;  J.  De  Graff,  ! ;  A. 
WUtsie, !  ;  J.  Wiltsie,  2 ;  Mrs.  Top- 
ping, 2 ;   Mr.  Blake,  1 ;  Mon.  Con. 
coll.,  40  58;  G.  Wilkinson,  3, 
Pretb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Armstrong, 
W.  A.  Candee,  1 ;   K.  Wilkinson, 
Esq.,  !0 ;  J.  Bowne,  5 ;  a  Lady,  0  50; 
Mr.  Irish,  0  16;  S.  Bogardus,  ! ;  J. 
R.  Payne, «  50;  N.  B.  Eells,  0  50; 
J.  M.  Cable,  1 ;  Mr.  Frear,  0  50 ;  8. 
C.  D.  Raymond,  2;   S.  B.  Wood- 
bridge,  5;  Wm.  Wilkinson,  !;  D. 
B.  L.ent,  5;  J.  H.  Kallhamier,  2; 
Mr.  North,  0  50:  Mr.  Lathrop,  2; 
Mr.  Bartlett,  10 ;  H.  Carpenter,  1 ;  J. 
Carpenter,  1;    Mr.  Roosevelt,  30 ; 
Margaret  Henry,  1 ;  H.  S.  Richards, 
10;  J.  Thompson,  5 ;  in  part  to  const. 
Rev.  Peter  Kanousea  L.  D.  95  66 

Smithfield,  Fem.  Benev.  Soc,  by  Mrs.  A. 

Flint,  Treas.,  16  00 

Troy,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  by  J.  Raymond, 
Treas..  83;  H.  R.  Hubbell,  to  consU 
Rev.  Thomas  Wickes,  of  Marietta,  O. 
a  L.  D.,  100,  183  00 

Westport.  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Baxter,  3  20 

Whallensburgh,  by    do.  1  80 

NEW-JERSEY— 
Newark,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  lata  Jo- 
seph Affolder,  by  D.  J.  Hayes,  Ex.,         100  00 
Parsippany,  Fem.  Evan.  Soc,  by  Miss 
Beach.  15  00 

PENNSYLVANIA— 
Home  Missionary  Society,  by  Rev.  E.R. 
FairchUd,  900  00 


nOHIO— 

Euclid,  Mrs.  Sarah  Shaw,  by  Rev.  W. 

F.  Curry, 
Sandusky  ci^,  S.  Moss, 
INDIANA— 

Covington,  by  Rev.  E.  Klngtbaiy, 
ILLINOIS— 
Alton,  in  addition,  by  Rev.  W.  CbuD- 

borlin, 
Colliusville,  do. 

Edwardsville,  do. 

Monticello,  do. 

Waynesville,  Mon.  Con.  coIL,by  Rev.  J. 
Porter.     ,  v 

MICHIGAN—  * 

Ann  Arbor,  C.  Kellogg, 
Pinckney,  by  Rev.  Seth  Hardy, 
J.  H.  R. 


16  90 


55  33 


40  oa 
soa 

475 

79  19 
19  06 
37  50 
36  0» 

950 

408i 
10  OO 
10  00 

JASPER  CORNING.  Treamer.       $4,308  03 

Donation*  in  Clotkinf  received  during  the  Ust 
year,  and  not  before  acknowledged. 
Keene,  N.  H.,  Ladies,  a  box  valued  at  f34  82. 
Swansey,  N.  U.,  Ladies,  do.       do.    $34. 
Northford,  Ct,  a  Bundle  valued  at  $11* 
Madison,  N.  J.,  Ladies,  a  box. 


Receipte  of  the  Wettem  Agency  at  Geneva,  J9.  K,. 

from  JprU)i6tk  to  July  let,  184L  Rev.  J,  A.  Iftir- 

roy.  Sec. 

Auburn,  First  Ch., 

62  44 

Bath,  Const  Presb.  Ch., 

20  0» 

Canandaigua,  Wm.  Antie,  jr.. 

500 

CasUeton,  Ladies'  H.  M.  S.  Mrs.  Harriet 

Jones.  Treas.,  96  6^;  Gent.  25  60, 

52  20 

CenterfieM, 

15  oa 

C6nterville,l.rfidios»  Sew.  Soc. 

16  00 

Chapinsville, 

10  50 

Corning,  First  Presb.  Ch., 

10  00 

East  Evans, 

625 

Geneva,  H.  H.  Seelye,  ($125  previously 
acknowledged,)  in  full  to  make  Rev.  F. 

E.  Cannon  aL.  D.  and  L.  B.  Towsley 

a  L.  Mn  !00  ;  Hon.  J.  Sutherland,  10; 

Mrs.  Hopkins,  5 ;  Mr.Gordon,  1;  others, 

3> 
Genoa,  by  Rev.  S.  Smith, 
Hopewell, 

119  00 

39  95 

11  65 

Ithaca,  Daniel  Bates,  Esq., 

100  00 

Lewiston, 

568 

Lyons,  Ladies*  AssocMrs.  S.Harringlon, 

Treas.,  27 ;  Jesse  Smith,  L.  M.,  in  part. 

10;  others,  74, 

111  00 

Millport, 

7OT 

Murray. by  N.Benedict, 

800 

Ovid, 

67  25 

Painted  Post,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc, 

20  00 

Palmyra, 

50  50 

Pike, 

500 

Portageville, 

555 

Pultney,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hotch- 

kiss. 

17  00 

Piza,' 

19  00 

Richmond, 

41  00 

Rochester,  I.  M.  Schermerhom,  2d  pay- 

ment, 25;  O.Hastings,  25;  Washing- 

ton-8t.  Ch.,  16, 

66  00 

Rose, 

18  75 

Rushvllle,  in  part,  to  make  Rev.  Mr. 
GelstonaL.D., 

25  00 

Skeneateles,  Deac  Warner,  5;   others, 

13  06, 

18  06 

South  Corning,  Sew.  Soc 

600 

Strykersville,      % 

12  00 

Weedsport, 

West  Bloomfield,  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc.  to 

15  00 

make  Rev.  Rufus  Clark  a  U  M.,  Mrs. 

Susan  A.  Hendee,  Sec, 

30  00 

$1,016  65 
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EEMINISCENCES  OF  A  MISSIONARY,  No.  1. 

LIGHTS   AND  SHADOWS. 

Some  twelve  years  ago,  I  received  a 
commission  from  the  A.  H.  M.  Society, 
to  preach  the  Gospel  in  one  of  the 
newest,  though  most  rapidly  rising  of 
the  western  states.  Twelve  counties 
were  assigned  me  as  the  field  of  my 
labors.  The  country  was  sparsely  set- 
tled, and  in  many  places  destitute  of 
roads,  while  distances  of  twenty,  thirty, 
and  even  forty  miles,  intervened  between 
the  settlements  in  which  I  preached. 
In  some  places  an  old  "  Indian  trail" 
marked  my  way — in  others,  lines  of 
stakes  set  up  on  the  prairies,  and  blazed 
trees  in  the  forests,  while  often  in  the 
longest  reaches  of  the  wilderness  I  had 
to  shape  my  course,  for  many  miles 
together,  by  the  points  of  timber  pro- 
truding into  the  prairies,  which  to  an 
observing  eye  will  soon  become  familiar. 
Often,  was  I  compelled  to  cross  swollen 
streams,  with  no  other  assistance  than 
that  furnished  me  by  a  faithful  horse, 
and  to  encounter  the  most  terrific  storms, 
when  far  from  any  human  habitation. 
Often,  was  I  in  "  perils  of  waters  in  the 
wilderness — in  hunger  and  thirst,  in 
weariness  and  painfulness."  Fre- 
quently, too,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
tolerable  annoyance  of  horse-Jlies,  I  was 
obliged  to  lie  by  during  the  day  and 
travel  all  night,  serenaded  by  the  wolves, 
and  drenched  with  the  chill  dews  drip- 
ping from  the  tall  grass  of  the  prairies, 
and  the  tangled  boughs  of  the  forest. 

But,  amid  these  shadows,  I  had  occa- 
sional gleams  of  light  to  cheer  me  on 
in  my  Master's  work.  One  day,  I 
preacned  in  a  small  log  cabin  in  the 
county  of  F,.,  where  the  beautiful  viL 
lage  of  C.  now  stands.    My  theme  was 


the  love  of  Christ  I  saw,  directly  be- 
fore me,  a  man  whose  snowy  locks  and 
wrinkled  countenance  indicated  that  he 
had  long  before  numbered  his  three 
score  and  ten  years.  His  eyes  were 
riveted  upon  me ;  and  as  I  proceeded  in 
my  discourse,  as  if  to  hear  to  better 
purpose — he  first  leaned  forward,  and 
then  rose  to  his  feet,  bowing  on  the  top 
of  his  staff",  while  his  bosom  heaved  with 
emotion,  and  tears  coursed  rapidly  down 
his  furrowed  cheeks.  The  moment  I 
closed  the  service,  he  grasped  my  hand, 
and  cried,  "  I  welcome  you,  dear  sir,  to 
this  new  settlement,"  while  a  new  flood 
of  tears  gushed  from  his  eyes.  I  ex- 
pressed my  surprisQAt  finding  a  person 
there  so  far  advancOT  in  life.  He  re- 
plied, "I  came  not  from  motives  of 
worldly  gain,  but  in  obedience,  as  I 
thought,  to  the  dictates  of  duty.  I  have 
many  descendants,  children  and  grand 
children,  and  great  grand  childreik 
They  are  not  rich,  and  could  not  be  set- 
tled to  advantage  in  our  native  state* 
They  heard  much  said  of  the  fertility  of 
this  region,  and  were  anxious  to  remove 
hither,  while  land  could  be  procured  on 
reasonable  terms.  T  supposed  they 
would  be  deprived  of  all  religious  privi- 
leges, and  fearing  that  they  might  be 
led  astray  by  evil  influences,  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  come  with  them,  and  devote  my 
few  remaining  days  to  their  spiritual 
instruction.  I  thought  I  had  heard  my 
last  sermon,  but  uie  Lord  has  been 
better  to  me  than  fliy  fears.  I  had  been 
here  but  a  few  days,  when  a  neighbor 
told  me  that  a  missionary  was  to  preach 
for  us  to-day.  The  intelligence  was 
like  *  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul.'  I 
have  walked  five  miles  to  hear  you,  and 
I  bless  God  for  such  a  privilege,"  and 
again  the  fountain  of  his  tears  sent 
■forth  its  flood.    I  continued  for  several 
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months  to  preach  occasionally  in  that 
place,  and  always  found  my  old  friend 
among  my  auditors. 

Two  brethren  in  the  ministry  were 
sent  by  the  A.  H.  M.  Society  wiliin  the 
bounds  of  my  large  field  during  the 
year,  and  my  tours  became  less  exten- 
sive. I  thus,  for  five  years,  lost  sight  of 
my  aged  hearer,  and  in  the  meantime 
passed  through  varied  scenes.  In  the 
spring  of  1834, 1  made  a  tour  through 
the  mining  regions  in  northern  Illinois, 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  and  returning, 
stopped  to  spend  a  Sabbath  in  a  new 
settlement,  where  I  learned  there  were 
a  few  Presbyterians.  It  was  night  when 
I  arrived,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
Sabbath,  the  gentlefnan  with  whom  I 
stopped  went  out  to  circulate  an  ap- 
pointment for  preaching.  When  the 
hour  arrived,  I  saw  an  agedjemale  lean- 
ing upon  the  arms  of  two  of  her 
daughters,  (for  she  could  not  walk  alone,) 
tottering  towards  the  door.  In  a  mo- 
ment, I  recognized  in  her  the  wife  of 
my  old  friend.  Her  husband  had,  a  year 
before,  gone  the  way  ©f  all  the  earth  in 
joyful  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality, 
and  she  was  evidently  just  about  to  lay 
down  the  clayey  t#ernacle  also.  Her 
son-in-law,  with  whom  she  resided,  heard 
of  my  appointment  in  due  season,  and 
approaching  the  bed-side  of  .the  aged 
invalid,  inquired  whether  she  would  not 
like  to  go  to  meeting.  **  Ah,"  said  she, 
•*  why  do  you  tantalize  me  thus  1  there 
is  no  meeting  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
you  know  I  could  not  attend  it  if  there 

were."     "But  if  Mr.  were    to 

preach  at  J.  J s,  would  you  not  try 

to  go,"  he  asked  h  "  Oh  yes,"  was  the 
answer,  "  what  would  I  not  do  to  hear 
that  young  man  preach  once  more  be- 
fore I  die  1  But  I  never  shall — I  won- 
der what  has  become  of  him."  He 
told  her  I  was  at  Mr.  J.'s,  and  would 
preach  within  an  hour.  The  intelli- 
gence seemed  to  inspire  her  with  new 
life,  and  she  rode  on  horseback  a  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  place  of  worship.  She 
heard  me  twice  during  the  day,  and  then 
urged  me  to  remain  and  preach  the  next 
day  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  her  chil- 
dren, who  lived  at  a  distance  of  more 
than  ten  miles,  to  whom  information  of 
the  meeting  on  the  Sabbath  could  not 
be  communicated  in  time.  I  consented 
to  do  so,  provided  the  meeting  could  be 


at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  as  I  wished  to 
preach  at  a  village  sixteen  miles  dis- 
tant in  the  evening.  The  arrangement 
was  made,  but  when  the  hour  arrived 
her  friends  were  not  there.  I  waited 
an  hour — preached  and  dismissed  the 
assembly.  The  people  dispersed,  and 
some  of  them  were  already  out  of  sight, 
when  the  old  lady,  suddenly  raising  her 
hands,  shrieked  out,  **  Ah,  there  are  my 
children  c<Hning  when  all  is  over,"  and 
she  sobbed  aloud.  I  said  to  her,  "  be 
comforted,  grand-mother,  I  will  have  the 
people  called  back  and  preach  again 
within  fifteen  minutes."  It  was  done — 
I  preached — ^they  heard — she  thanked 
me  with  many  tears,  and  bidding  me  a 
final  adieu,  said  "  I  shall  see  your  face 
no  more,  nor  shall  I  ever  hear  another 
sermon."  Her  words  were  prophetic. 
I  went  on  my  way,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
her  long-decaying,  clayey  tabernacle  feD, 
and  her  spirit  ascended  to  God  who 
gave  it  The  happiness,  arising  frran 
administering  consolation  to  these  aged 
disciples  in  a  land  of  spiritual  destitu- 
tion, was  compensation  enough  for  years 
of  privation  and  toil. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  A  MISSIONARY,  No.  S: 

Trust  in  the  Lard  and  do  good,  and  thou 
shaU  dwell  in  the  landf  and  verily  shaU 
thou  be  fed. 

When  I  commenced  my  labors  as  a 
missionary  in  the  "  Far  West,"  I  was  in 
straitened  circumstances,  in  feeble 
health,  somewhat  in  debt,  and  had  a 
small  family  to  provide  for.  The  com- 
pensation I  received  from  the  A.  H.  M. 
Society  the  first  year,  was  only  $200, 
while  all  that  I  received  from  the  people 
to  whom  I  ministered,  did  not  equal  my 
travelling  expenses.  The  result  was, 
that  with  all  the  economy  I  could  use, 
I  was  compelled  to  incur  some  small 
debts,  which  I  knew  not  how  I  should 
pay  without  abandoning  the  missionary 
work. 

Returning  near  the  close  of  the  year 
fi*om  a  long  tour,  much  fatigued,  and  with 
an  empty  purse,  I  found  two  bills,  one 
from  a  tailor  and  the  other  from  a  shoe- 
maker,  together  amounting  to  $26, 
awaiting  me,  and  requiring  immediate 
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payment  At  first,  I  was  greatly  per- 
plexed.  But,  after  pondering  the  matter 
until  midnight,  and  perceiving  no  way 
by  which  I  could  raise  the  amount,  sud- 
denly the  portion  of  Scripture,  which  I 
have  placed  at  the  head  oi  this  article, 
stood  out  vividly  before  my  mind,  and 
my  anxiety  left  me.  I  reflected  that  I 
was  honestly  laboring  to  advance  the 
cause  of  Christ  among  the  destitute,  and 
that  in  accordance  with  his  promise,  I 
should  trust  him  for  the  supply  of  all 
my  wants.  I  determined,  therefore,  to 
go  about  my  Master's  work,  and  leave 
events  with  him.  Two  days  afterwards, 
I  set  out  to  fulfil  a  train  of  appointments, 
which  would  occupy  nearly  three  weeks. 
A  few  days  after  leaving  home,  I  was 
unexpectedly  called  upon  to  solemnize 
a  marriage,  for  which  I  received  ^. 
Next  day,  being  at  a  point  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi opposite  to  a  place  where  some 
of  my  near  relations  resided,  I  wished  to 
cross  over  and  see  them.  But  after  a 
boat  had  crossed  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  me  over,  I  hesitated,  as  large 
masses  of  ice  were  floating  in  the  stream, 
which  I  feared  might  increase  and  ob- 
struct my  way  back*  However,  on  the 
assurance  of  the  ferry-man  that  a  difli- 
culty  of  that  kind  was  not  to  be  appre- 
hended, as  the  weather  then  was,  I  ven- 
tured over.  When  about  leaving  my 
friends  the  next  morning,  one  of  them 
put  five  dollars  into  my  hand,  saying 
that  perhaps  I  might  want  some  change 
before  I  should  get  home.  Then,  as  I 
stood  waiting  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
for  the  boat  to  be  got  ready,  a  gentleman 
skeptical  in  his  religious  views,  and  far 
from  piety,  handed  me  a  roll  containing 
twenfy-six  half  dollars,  which  he  begged 
me  to  accept  as  a  present  from  the 
young  men  of  the  place,  at  whose  soli- 
citation I  had  preached  the  evening  be- 
fore. At  another  place,  where  I  preached 
on  my  way,  I  received  three  dollars  and 
a  half.  When,  therefore,  I  arrived  at 
home,  I  had  money  enough  to  pay  the 
debts  which  had  caused  me  so  much 
anxiety,  although  when  I  left  I  had  no 
reason  to  expect  a  shilling  from  any  of 
the  sources  whence  it  came.  I  thought 
then,  I  think  still,  that  the  finger  of  God 
was  clearly  seen  in  providing  for  me  in 
that  emergency.  I  have  never  since 
been  placed  in  circumstances  exactly 
similar,  nor  has  the  providence  of  God 


towards  me  ever,  in  any  other  instance, 
appeared  so  strikingly  manifest 

I  have  labored  on  the  outposts  of  Zion 
twelve  years,  and  though  times  have 
often  looked  dark,  and  want  has  some^ 
times  seemed  to  threaten  me,  yet,  en- 
couraged by  the  reflection  that  the  gold 
and  the  silver  are  the  Lord's,  the  cattle 
also  upon  a  thousand  hills,  yea,  the 
whole  earth  and  the  fulness  thereof,  and 
that  he  has  promised  to  feed  those  who 
trust  in  him  and  do  good«  I  have  never 
quit  my  post  to  engage  in  any  secular 
employment  lest  I  should  (^ome  to  po^ 
verty.  And  often,  in  a  way  that  I  thought 
not  of,  my  kind  Heavenly  Father  has 
provided  for  me  and  mine. 

I  have  often  thought  of  this  circum- 
stance, since  the  pressure  of  the  hard 
times  has  been  so  sorely  felt  by  the 
missionaries  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  and 
been  desirous  of  communicating  it  to 
them,  through  the  columns  of  your  ex- 
cellent periodical,  in  the  hope  that  it 
might  have  a  tendency  to  strengthen 
their  faith  and  prevent  them  from  aban- 
doning fields  of  usefulness  through  fear 
of  want 


MEDITATION  IN  THE  PROSPECT  OF  DCATfir 
[Selected.] 

[Foumd  mm§ng  the  papers  of  a  person  deumatd,  in 
kit  oum  ktmd  wriHitg.} 

'No  Qavem  is  so  dark,  no  abyss  so 
deep,  no  enclosu/e  so  strong,  but  omni- 
science can  penetrate  it,  and  omnipo- 
tence can  burst  it  asunder. 

In  the  near  view  of  death,  how  did  I 
with  resentment  of  heart,  pronounce 
foolishness  upon  all  the  vain  amuse- 
ments of  the  present  life  ;  with  what 
earnestness  did  I  recommend  to  all  an 
interest  in  the  Redeemer, -as  the  one 
thing  needful,  and  to  win  him  as  a  prize, 
that  includes  in  it  a  perfect  righteous- 
ness to  justify,  and  a  fulness  of  grace 
to  sanctify. 

But  I  am  summoned  by  name  to  that 
great  tribunal.  How  ravishing  the 
smiles  of  the  Judge  !  Never  did  honey 
melt  with  such  sweetness  upon  the 
tongue,  as  the  words  of  my  Judge  distil 
themselves  into  my  ear,  while  I  hear 
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him  say»  **  Come>  thou  blessed  of  my 
Father."  How  does  grace  triumph  in 
this  sentence  !  How  blessed  those 
whom  the  faithful  Jesus  pronounces 
i)lessed  !  How  happy  they  who  are 
blessed  by  him  that  made  the  heaven 
and  earth.  If  he  calls  me  blessed  of 
his  Father,  the  Father  of  Jesus,  and  in 
him  my  Father,  it  wiD  be  no  common 
blessing.  I  may  then  expect  all  that 
Emanuel  hath  purchased  ;  all  that  the 
promises  contain ;  all  the  fruits  of  elect- 
ing love,  redeeming  grace>  adopting 
honor,  justifying  righteousness  ;  and  aU 
of  that  mercy  and  power  that  shone 
forth  in  my  sanctification,  begun  and 
carried  on  through  the  various  stages 
of  time,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  thousand 
difficulties  I 

How  rich  is  the  divine  benignity 
when,  a  kingdom  is  the  product  of  it  ! 
He  giveth  like  a  God— a  throne  for 
every  saint— robes  of  light— unwither- 
ing  palms-^a  kingdom  that  cannot  be 
moved— immortal,  undeoaying  glwies  ! 

With  what  affectionate  and  humble 
surprise  will  the  saint  attend  to  the 
sentence  of  that  day  !  How  unworthy 
will  1^  acknowledge  himself,  that  a 
kingdom  should  be  bestowed  on  him,  to 
be  enjoyed  through  endless  ages  !  This 
is  a  display  of  love  that  wants  a  name. 
1  am  swallowed  up  in  wonder ;  while  I 
gaze,  I  prize  the  crown  bestowed ;  I 
adore  the  hand  that  places  it  on  my  un- 
worthy head  ;  I  cast  it  with  humble 
gratitude  before  the  throne,  ascribing 
the  glory  where  it  is  due. 


TH£  SKlBSUBBGCTION  OF  CHRIST. 

The  preparations  were  now  fully 
formed  in  both  worlds,  and  aU  things 
etood  in  readiness  for  the  moment  in 
which  the  arm  of  the  Lord  should  be 
revealed* 

Twice  had  the  sun  gone  down  upon 
the  earth,  and  all,  as  yet,  was  quiet  at 
the  sepulchre.  Death  held  his  sceptre 
over  the  Son  of  God ;  still  and  silent, 
the  hours  passed  on ;  the  guards  stood 
by  their  post,  the  rays  of  the  midnight 
moon  gleamed  on  their  helmets,  and  on 
their  spears :  the  enemies  of  Christ  ex- 
ulted in  their  success  ;  the  hearts  of  his 
friends  were  sunk  in  despondency  and 
«orrow ;  the  spirits  of  glory  waited  in 


anxious  suspense  to  behold  the  event, 
and  wondereid  at  the  depths  of  the  ways 
of  God.  At  length  the  morning  star 
arising  in  the  east,  announced  the  ap- 
proach of  light :  the  third  day  began  to 
dawn  upon  the  world,  when,  on  a  sud- 
den, the  earth  trembled  to  its  centre 
and  the  powers  of  heaven  were  shaken ; 
an  angel  of  God  descended,  the  guards 
shrunk  back  from  the  terror  of  his  pre- 
sence, and  fell  prostrate  on  the  ground : 
**his  countenance  was  like  lightning, 
and  his  raiment  was  white  as  snow." 
He  rolled  away  the  stone  from  the  door 
of  the  sepulchre  and  sat  upon  it  But 
who  is  this  that  cometh  forth  from  the 
tomb,  with  died  garments  from  the  bed 
of  death]  He  that  is  glorious  in  his 
appearance,  walking  in  the  greatness  of 
his  strength  1  It  is  thy  Prince,  O  Zion ; 
Christian,  it  is  your  Lord.  He  hath 
trodden  the  wine-press  alone,  he  hath 
stained  his  raiment  with  blood  ;  but 
now>  as  the  first  born  from  the  womb  of 
nature,  he  meets  the  morning  of  his  re- 
surrection. He  arises  a  conqueror  from 
the  grave ;  he  returns  with  blessings 
from  the  world  of  spirits  ;  he  brings 
salvation  to  the  sons  of  men.  Never 
did  the  retumihg  sun  usher  in  a  day  so 
glorious  ;  it  was  the  jubilee  of  the  uni- 
verse. The  morning  stars  sang  together 
and  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  aloud 
for  joy  ;  the  Father  of  mercies  looked 
down  from  his  throne  in  the  heavens ; 
with  complacency  he  beheld  his  world 
restOTed ;  he  saw  his  work  that  it  was 
good.  Then  did  the  desert  rejoice  ;  the 
face  of  nature  was  gladdened  before 
him,  when  the  blessings  of  the  Eternal 
descended  as  the  dew  of  heaven  for  the 
refreshing  of  the  nations. 

Now  we  know  that  our  souls  are  in- 
dependent of  death  ;  and  in  the  same 
scene  we  may  discover  the  pledge  of 
God,  that  they  shall  be  again  embodied. 
The  desolation  which  sin  introduced 
into  the  kingdom  of  God  is  destined  to 
meet  entire  redress  from  him  who  fin- 
ished transgression.  The  revocation  of 
the  doom  of  death,  the  re-union  of  the 
spiritual  substance  with  its  material 
organ  in  the  glories  of  perfection  and 
immortality,  is  that  final  restitution  of 
all  things  which  the  majesty  of  God 
seems  to  require,  and  of  which  he  hath 
given  assurance  to  men,  in  that  he  hath 
raised  Jesus  from  the  dead. — Dr,  Thomas 
Hardy, 
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Go, Preach  the  Gospel Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  7  ....  Horn,  x.  15. 
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GIVING,  A  HABITUAL  EMPLOYMENT. 

The  following  discourse,  prepared  by  its  author  amidst  the  customary  labors  of  the  week 
and  without  the  remotest  idea  of  its  being  given  to  the  public,*  we  have  solicited  for  our 
pages,  on  account  of  its  felicitous  enforcement  of  a  duty,  on  the  right  discharge  of  which, 
the  enlargement  and  beauty  of  the  Church,  as  well  as  the  perfection  of  individual  charac> 
ter,  80  much  depend  ;  and,  also,  in  view  of  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  delivered 
and  its  happy  impression  on  those  who  heard  it. 

The  circumstances  referred  to  are  the  following:  One  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American 
Home  iVlisaionary  Society  was  invited,  by  the  author  of  the  discourse,  to  present  the* 
claims  of  this  cause  to  his  people.  And  while  the  Secretary  was  engaged,  in  the  morning 
of  the  Sabbath,  in  addressing  a  congregation  in  another  part  of  the  town,  the  pastor 
preached  to  his  people  the  discourse  which  is  here  inserted.  The  way,  as  will  readily  be 
perceived,  was  most  happily  prepared ;  or,  as  one  of  the  congregation  said  to  the  Seoeta- 
ry,  "  Our  minister  shovelled  out  a  good  path  for  you  in  the  morning."  The  pastor  an- 
nounced, at  the  close  of  the  exercises  in  the  afternoon,  that  collectors  had  been  appointed 
«nd  furnished  with  books  containing  the  names  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  con- 
gregation, so  far  as  they  could  be  obtained,  and  that  every  one  would  be  called  upon,  in 
the  course  of  the  week,  for  his  subscription,  and  that  the  book  would  be  preserved  to  be 
circulated,  in  like  manner,  from  year  to  year.  The  books  were  circulated  and  $314,46 
were  collected  for  the  Society,  which,  together  with  half  of  the  monthly  concert  money 
paid  to  this  Society  annually  by  vote  of  the  church,  makes  their  contribution  to  this  cause 
but  little  short  of  $400.  Were  every  church  to  contribute  in  the  same  proportion,  the  funds 
q£  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  would  be  more  than  quadrupled— the  desert  and 
the  solitary  place  would  be  glad,  and  the  wildurness  would  blossom  as  the  rose. 

And  we  know  of  no  way  more  likely  to  secure  such  an  increase  of  funds  than  for  pastors 
qf  ckurchtB  to  indoctrinate  their  people,  with  line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept,  in 
the  great  duty  of  giving^  and  to  suggest  methods  and  superintend  their  execution  for  car- 
rying the  claims  of  every  good  cause  home,  practically,  to  every  individual.  For  an  agent 
of  a  benevolent  institution  to  be  preceded  and  followed,  as  in  this  case,  by  the  well-directed 
and  whole-hearted  efforts  of  the  pastor  in  behalf  of  the  cause  he  advocates  is,  not  unfre- 
quently,  as  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  the  thirsty— the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land. 

*  SoniA  parts  of  tlii«  discourse,  the  writer  desires  us  to  say,  which  he  has  now  barely  slcntched,  ho 
would  have  expanded,  and  tiie  whole  argument  io  support  of  the  view  presented,  would  have  been 
made  more  complete  and  convincing,  had  he  written  under  the  slightest  apprehension  of  its  meeting 
tbe  public  eye. 
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Similar  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  pastors  of  onr  churches  ef ery  wheroi  would  gtre  an  ini- 
pnlse  to  every  department  of  christian  heneficence,  which  np  other  instrumeotaliiy  has 
power  to  impart. 

SERMON. 
••  Ftedy  ye  have  received  freely  give,** — ^Matthew  x.  8. 

The  connexion  in  which  this  charge  stands,  shows  that  it  refers,  primarily, 
to  the  hestowment  of  good  hy  that  miraculous  power  with  which  the  apostles  had 
been  endowed.  They  were  to  go  forth,  in  Christ's  name,  and  **  heal  the  sick, 
cleanse  the  lepers,  raise  the  dead,  cast  out  devils ;"  and,  as  they  went  thus,  to 
preach,  saying,  **  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  They  were  to  perform 
these  benevolent  miracles  in  the  exercise  of  the  same  expansive  love,  which 
had  constrained  Christ  to  make  them  his  followers,  and  clothe  them  with  this 
power.  They  were  to  do  good — ^to  make  doing  good  their  great  business,  with- 
out  the  least  thought  of  remuneration  for  it,  or  the  least  anxiety  about  their  sub- 
sistence in  it  Neither  providing  themselves  with  gold,  nor  silver,  nor  brass,  nor 
script,  nor  a  change  of  coats,  nor  shoes,  nor  staf^  for  their  journey-^they  were 
to  go  out  among  men,  as  He  had  done,  not  seeking  to  receives  but  to  give^  not 
hoping  to  enrich  themselves  but  otherSf  not  to  increase  those  stores  with  which  God 
had  favored  them ;  but  to  dispense  them,  with  a  like  willing  and  bountiful  hand. 
But,  while  such  is,  manifestly,  the  primary  import  of  my  text,  how  strikingly 
does  it  set  before  us  a  feature  in  God's  dealings  with  his  people,  which  is  as  con- 
spicuous elsewhere  as  it  is  here.  The  apostles  alone  were  not  required  thus  to 
give  because  they  had  thus  received.  The  Saviour's  charge  to  them  is  virtually 
given  to  every  one  who  has  been  favored  with  his  gospel,  or  with  the  spiritual 
life  which  it  unfolds.  And,  thus  viewed,  it  claims  our  careful  consideration,  noi 
less  than  if  it  had  been  primarily  addressed  to  us. 

The  words  here  used  by  our  Lord,  embrace  three  distinct  topics,  viz :  Hie 
duty  of  giving  as  one  of  our  habitual  employments — the  manner  in^  which  toe  are 
to  give  what  we  do-^-and  the  reasons  why  we  should  give  thus. 

To  these  several  points  I  now  invite  your  attention ;  but  in  so  doing,  I  shall 
dwell  chiefly  upon  the  first— the  duty  of  giving  as  one  of  oue  habitual 

IMPLOYMENTS. 

In  order  to  present  this  topic  before  your  minds  in  its  proper  light,  I  shall  at- 
tempt to  show  you,  that  in  administering  his  scheme  ofgrace^  God  has  always  made 
giving  one  of  the  great  dvUies  of  those  who  receive. 

It  is  wonderful  to  notice  how  uniformly  he  has  placed  giving  side  by  side  with 
receiving ;  making  one  always  attend  the  other,  and  appointing  one  the  constant 
measure  of  the  other.  This,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  manifest  to  you  all,  as  I 
proceed.  It  is  sometimes  thought,  and  even  said,  that  we  have,  in  this  respect* 
fallen  upon  new  times — ^that  this  is  pre-eminently  the  age  of  giving — that  it  is 
altogether  an  anomaly  in  God's  mode  of  procedure,  to  make  such  frequent  and 
loud  calls  upon  his  people  for  their  benefactions  to  advance  his  cause,  and  that  it 
is  a  matter  of  serious  doubt,  to  say  the  least,  whether  these  calls  are  now  the 
calls  of  God,  and  not,  rather,  of  men.  But  surely  all  this,  and  every  thing  else 
like  it,  is  not  well  said.    It  had  better  not  be  said.    None  but  those  who  are  un- 
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filing  to  gfWet  or  those  who  are  ignorai^  of  God's  past  doings,  will  ever  dare  lo  sajF 
it  It  is  said  in  tl^  very  face  of  inspired  declarations*  the  most  unequivocal*  and 
of  facts  the  most  decisive.  There  never  has  been  a  period  of  any  note  in  the 
Church,  in  which  Crod  has  called  upon  his  people  for  less,  either  of  mcmeyf  oi 
time,  or  labor,  than  he  is  now  asking  of  us.  Instead  of  its  bemg  one  of  the  pe- 
culiar features  of  our  times— one  of  the  innovations  of  these  latter  days — thai 
Christians  are  asked  and  expected  to  give  freely  of.  what  they  possess  for  God'e 
glory,  it  is  one  of  the  great  characteristics  of  the  scheme  of  grace,  as  such,  and 
^8  seen  wherever  that  scheme  is  made  known.  The  call  is,  indeed,  great  now, 
but  it  has  been  as  great,  times  without  number,  before ;  and  much  is  given  now# 
but  not  as  much — no,  not  by  any  means  as  much,  in  proportion  to  our  ability,  as 
has  been  often  more  freely  given  by  those  who  have  gone  before  us.  Were  the 
agents  of  our  various  benevolent  associations  to  visit  us  twice  where  they  now 
do  once,  and  be  gladdened  every  time  they  shouU  come  by  receiving  four 
times  the  amount  which  we  now  give  them,  we  should  still  be  giving  less— ^fer 
less — than  (}od*s  people  have  often  contributed  for  the  advancement  of  hw 
cause — and  I  might,  perhaps,  say,  without  extravagance,  far  less  than  we  ought 
now  most  cheerfully  to  give  to  promote  ths  same  end.  We  are  only  giving  from 
our  abundance.  The  time  has  been,  when  the  children  of  Grod  had  to  give  fronr 
their  very  living,  and  when  they  met  the  call,  too,  with  a  ready  heart  and  an  open 
hand.  Instead  of  taking  to  ourselves  credit,  therefore,  as  some  have,  for  giving: 
as  we  do,  we  ought  to  hide  our  heads  in  shame,  that  we  give  so  little,  and  give 
that  little,  even,  so  grudgingly. 

But  I  am  dealing  in  assertions.  Let  us,  rather,  have  proofs  in  support  of 
the  position  before  us,  that  God  has  aJtoays  made  giving  one  rf  the  great  dviiet  ef 
those  who  receive  under  his  scheme  of  grace. 

The  first  period  in  the  history  of  the  Church,  to  which  I  invite  your  attention, 
in  proof  of  this  truth,  is  the  time  which  elapsed  between  the  departure  of  the  Israel" 
iies  from  Egypt  and  their  entrance  into  the  promised  land.  Then,  if  ever,  we 
should  expect  God  to  abate  such  calls  as  I  am  speaking  of.  Then,  too,  if  ever, 
we  should  think  men  would  be  anxious  to  hoard  every  farthing  of  their  property* 
In  such  circumstances,  if  in  any,  we  should  be  ready  to  excuse  one  who  should 
decline  making  an  offering  to  his  God.  The  people  c^  the  Lord  were  going 
fotth  from  cruel  bondage,  with  their  wives  and  children  and  goods  and  flocks, 
comparatively  poor,  and  yet  not  to  take  inmiediate  possession  of  the  land  of  pro- 
mise, but  to  wander,  for  near  half  a  century,  in  an  uninhabited  desert  Let  ue 
now  see  whether  they  were  called  upon,  during  this  period,  to  give  any  thing, 
and  how  they  treated  such  calls.  They  had  been  in  the  wilderness  but  a  few 
days  before  they  were  directed  to  construct  a  magnificent  Tabernacle,  of  the 
most  costly  materials ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  make  an  Ark  of  Testimony,  a 
Mercy-seat  with  its  overshadowing  cherubims,  a  Table  of  Show-bread,  an  Altar 
of  burnt  offering,  an  Altar  of  incense,  a  Laver,  and  many  other  sacred  struc- 
tures, with  their  appropriate  vessels,  such  as  the  bowls,  the  pans,  and  the 
candlestick — all  of  the  most  costly  wood,  or  the  finest  brass,  or  the  purest 
gold.  The  first  intimation  that  any  of  these  things  were  to  be  made,  waa  given 
out  thus  by  the  Most  High— «•  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  that  they  bring 
me  an  offering ;  of  every  man  that  giveth  it  wiUingly  with  his  heart  ye  shaU  take  my 
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cffering.  And  this  is  the  ofl^ing  that  ye  shall  take  c^  them :  gold,  and  silver,  and 
InraiBs,  and  olive,  and  purple,  and  scarlet,  and  fine  linen,  and  goats*  hair,  and  rams' 
skins  dyed  red,  and  badgers'  skins,  and  shittim  wood,  oil  for  the  light,  spices  iox 
anointing  oil,  and  for  sweet  incense,  onyx  stones,  and  stones  to  be  set. in  the 
ej^od  and  in  the  breast-plate."  And  oi;t  of  these  materials-^^none  of  them  com* 
mon — all  of  them  rich — ^the  Tabernacle  was  to  be  made.  Of  the  other  struc* 
tutes,  connected  with  it,  and  the  numerous  sacred  utensils  belonging  to  each, 
nearly  all  were  either  overlaid  with  fine  gold  or  made  entire  of  that  material. 
But  this  was  not  all.  Once  made,  all  these  things  were  soleihnly  consecrated  to 
God  with  the  holy  anointing  oil  and  rich  perfume,  both  compounded  of  the  most 
costly  spices :  and  then  all  these  offerings  had  only  prepared  the  way  for  the 
wcArship  of  God,  in  this  his  new  sanctuary.  After  it  had  been  erected,  with  its 
attending  altars,  this  Tabernacle  was,  for  hundreds  of  years,  the  place  where 
God  daily  met  his  people  and  received  from  them  the  offerings  and  sacrifices 
which  he  required.  No  sooner  was  all  that  I  have  here  spoken  of  completed,  than 
the  choicest  of  bullocks,  and  lambs,  and  goats,  bled  before  the  great  altar  of  burnt 
sacrifices.  The  people  were  now  required  to  make  daily  offerings  from  their 
flocks — ^to  sacrifice  sweet  incense  daily — to  observe  frequent  and  expensive  festi- 
vals, and  in  many  other  ways  to  bring  in  their  gifts  in  honor  of  their  God. 

Without  stopping  to  particularize  farther,  let  us  now  consider  for  a  moment 
Ae  facts  before  us.  Here  was  God's  church  and  people  in  the  wilderness,  poor, 
just  freed  from  a  grinding  servitude,  half  heathenized  by  their  residence  among 
pagans,  possessed  of  no  means  of  adding  to  their  property,  numbering  in  all  but 
six  hundred  thousand  men — beside  women  and  children — and  yet,  in  obedience 
to  His  call,  they  gave,  of  what  they  had,  probably,  at  least  tenfold  more  than 
has  been  given,  during  the  last  forty  years — a  period  of  the  same  length — ^by  all 
the  Christians  of  all  denominations  throughout  our  whole  land !  They  can 
hardly  be  compared  with  us,  in  regard  to  the  means  of  giving.  We  are  as  little 
to  be  compared  with  them  in  respect  to  the  amount  given.  Some  will,  by  this 
time,  begin  to  inquire,  in  wonder,  why  they  were  called  upon  for  so  much.  One 
who  can  see  no  good  reason  for  expending  a  few  dollars,  or  a  few  hundreds  of 
flollars,  to  adorn  the  temple  yi  which  he  worships,  will  be  ready  to  ask,  ^  why  was 
so  poor  a  people  required  to  erect  so  costly  a  tabernacle  1  Why  would  not  a 
plain,  coarse  tent  have  been  just  as  good ;  especially  in  the  wilderness  1  Why 
need  all  the  vessels  have  been  of  gold^  rather  than  of  brass  or  of  iron  1  Why 
*  all  this  waste  ?*  "    I  can  tell  you  why. 

That  structure,  with  its  various  appendages,  was  erected  for  the  worship  of 
God,  and  ought  to  have  been  thus  gorgeous,  in  order  to  give  those  who  drew  nigh 
unto  it,  some  just  ideas  of  his  adorable  majesty.  And  again,  had  the  Israelites 
been  permitted  to  keep  their  gold  and  silver,  they  might  have  trusted  in  Crod  less 
and  in  themselves  more.  Their  temptation  to  do  so  would  have  been  strong. 
In  that  case,  their  property  would  have  been  an  incentive  to  sin ;  now  it  was  made 
a  help  to  devotion.  It  was  far  better  to  have  it  shining  over  the  mercy-seat  and 
the  altar,  than  rusting  in  their  coffers  and  encumbering  their  march.  And  more 
than  this ;  in  so  using  their  offerings,  God  was  showing  his  people  of  all  coming 
time,  that  their  silver  and  gold  are  his  :  and  that  no  straitness  of  circumstances 
will  excuse  them  from  freely  bringing  in  their  c^erings  to  magnify  his  name.. 
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Here*  8iirely»  are  reanins  enough  abundaotly  to  justify  every  one  of  Grod'n  calls 
upon  his  peq>le,  and  every  tithe  of  the  vast  expenditures  which  were  so  freely 
lavished  upon  his  sanctuary  in  the  wilderness  ! 

As  I  leave  this  for  another  era,  let  me  request  you  carefully  to  hear  in  mind 
the  points  which  have  here  been  brought  to  view.  We  have  seen  that  the  peo* 
pie  of  Grod  were,  at  this  time,  required,  in  circumstances  peculiarly  unpropitious^ 
iogwe,  of  what  he  had  bestowed  upcm  Uiem,  for  the  promotion  of  his  glory — ^that 
th^  gave  much  more^  in  proportion  to  their  means,  than  we  are  giving,  and  that 
there  toere  good  reasons  for  their  giving  every  particle  that  they  did. 

The  era  to  which  I  invite  your  attention  next,  in  proof  of  my  position,  is  tie 
period  which  elapsed  between  David^s  firm  establishment  upon  the  throne  of  Israd 
and  the  death  of  his  son  Solomon — a  period  of  about  seventy  years. 

For  several  of  the  first  years  in  this  period,  David  was  employed,  by  God'i 
command,  in  subjugating  the  idolaters  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  In  so  doing,  he 
came  into  the  possession  of  untold  treasures.  But  he  did  not  gather  these  to  be 
hoarded  or  expended  for  himself  alone,  any  mc»re  than  the  Israelites  borrowed  <^ 
the  Egyptians  for  such  a  purpose.  These  treasures  were  not  his  after  all ;  not 
did  he  regard  them  as  his.  On  the  contrary,  just  so  soon  as  God  gave  him  rest 
in  the  land,  and  even  before  that,  he  began  to  make  preparations  for  building  a 
Temple,  so  costly  that  all  he  had  amassed  would  be  expended  ere  it  was  done. 
Hear  his  language  to  Solomon,  as  he  was  about  to  transfer  the  sceptre  to  hie 
hands,  and  give  up  the  ghost  *'  Behold !  in  my  trouble  I  have  prepared  for 
the  house  of  the  Lord  an  hundred  thousand  talents  of  goldy"  notice  the  sums-— 
^*  an  hundred  thousand  talents  of  gold,  and  a  thousand  thousand  talents  of  stheTf 
and  of  brass  and  iron  without  weight,  for  it  is  in  abundance  ;  timber  also  and 
stone  have  I  prepared ;  and  thou  mayest  add  thereto.  Of  the  gold,  the  silver,  and 
the  brass  and  the  iron,  there  is  no  number.  Arise,  therefwe,  and  be  doing ;  and 
the  Lord  be  with  thee  !"  Subsequent  to  this,  before  his  death,  he  made  still  fur« 
ther  preparations  for  the  erection  of  the  temple  by  appointing  24,000  men  to  sel 
forward  the  work — by  furnishing  Solomon  the  patterns  of  the  courts,  the  altars, 
the  vessels,  and  every  thing  else  connected  with  the  temple — and  by  giving  him 
gold  and  silver  to  make  all  that  he  was  evidently  inspired  to  prescribe.  XJpoa 
his  decease,  Solomon  proceeded  at  once  to  erect  the  magnificent  edifice  and  to 
furnish  it,  as  he  had  been  taught  He  employed  70,000  men  to  bear  burdens, 
80,000  to  hew  in  the  mountain,  and  3,600  to  oversee  them.  He  sent  to 
**  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,"  for  laborers,  and  timber,  and  skilful  artizans;  for 
which  he  paid  "20,000  measures  of  beaten  wheat,  and  20,000  mea- 
sures of  barley,  and  20,000  baths  of  wine,  and  20,000  baths  of  oil,'*  every 
year.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  all  these  preparations  only  just  enabled  him  td 
lay  the  foundations  of  the  temple  on  Mount  Moriah.  In  seven  years  more  it 
was  completed,  with  all  its  appendages,  according  to  the  patterns  with  which  he 
was  furnished,  and  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  Most  High  God,  by  the 
sacrifice  of  thousands  of  victims,  together  with  the  prayers  of  Solomon,  and  the 
sweet  music  of  God's  anointed  priests. 

It  is  impossible,  without  carefully  reading  the  details  as  they  stand  on  the 
sacred  page,  to  form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  immense  cost  of  this  isuperb 
edifice*    Nor,  read  as  we  may,  can  we,  even  then,  folly  realize  what  that  cost 
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miut  have  been.  We  have  seen  that  more  than  150,000  men  were  employed  in 
constant  labor  for  three  years,  before  the  work  was  sufficiently  forwarded  to  lay 
the  foundations ;  and  that  seven  years  more  elapsed  before  it  was  finished.  We 
know  that  it  was  overlaid  within  and  without  with  the  finest  gold,  and  that 
all  its  omailients  and  vessels,  were  also  of  carved  or  molten  gold.  It  has  been 
computed,  that  the  whole  building,  with  its  various  appurtenances,  must  have 
cost  not  less  than  three  thousand  millions  of  dollars !  If  it  did  not  cost  more 
than  half  this  sum,  it  amounted  to  more  than  twenty  millions  a  year  during  the 
entire  period  under  consideration — a  sum  many  times  greater  than  is  now  given 
yearly,  by  all  Christendom,  for  the  cause  of  missions !  Whatever  may  have 
been  its  actual  cost,  we  know  it  was  an  immense  sum.  Yet  all  this  was  offered 
to  the  Lord,  when  it  pleased  him  to  caU  for  it,  not  only  with  promptness,  but 
with  joy ! 

Some  one  may  here  be  captious  again,  and  say,  as  the  disciples  did  of  the 
alabaster  box  of  precious  ointment  that  was  poured  upon  Jesus,  *'  Why  was  this 
tofi^  V*  But  we  have  the  same  reasons  to  urge  in  favor  of  this,  which  have 
\mp^  adduced  to  justify  the  erection  of  the  Tabernacle,  that  preceded  it  And 
eompcuous  among  these  reasons  is  this :  God  was  here  giving  anew  that  great 
lesson  to  his  people,  which  he  had  so  many  times  given  them  before.  He  was 
teaching  them  that  their  silver  and  gold  are  his.  He  was  training  ihem  to  pour 
it  with  a  liberal  hand  into  his  treasury.  Above  all,  he  was  thus,  proclaiming  to 
every  coming  generation,  the  great  principle  in  his  scheme  of  grace,  which  I  am 
now  laboring  to  enforce..  He  was  saying,  in  language  plain  as  that  of  Jesus  be- 
fore us,  to  every  one,  who  should  be  blessed  by  the  gospel  of  his  Son — ^^  freely 
ye  have  received,  freely  give  /" 

Let  us  now  pass  on  from  this  to  the  age  of  the  apostles ;  confining  our  atten- 
tion to  a  period  of  some  thirty  or  forty  years  from  the  death  of  Chript  It  is 
important  here  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  conversions  to  Christianity  during 
this  period,  occurred  almost  exclusively  among  the  poor  and  the  oppressed. 
We  must  not,  therefore,  expect  to  find  any  account  of  vast  sums  contributed  for 
the  advancement  of  the  great  cause.  In  those  days,  we  may  be  sure,  if  any 
thing  was  given,  there  was  many  a  poor  widow  whose  two  mites  helped  to  re- 
plenish the  treasury  of  the  Lord.  Not  forgetting  this,  let  us  see  what  we  can 
find  that  bears  on  our  subject    The  first  account  that  meets  us  is  this. 

**  The  multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart  and  of  one  soul ; 
neither  said  any  of  them  that  aught  of  the  thirtgs  which  he  possessed  was  his 
oumt  but  they  had  all  things  common.  Neither  was  there  any  among  them  that 
laeked ;  for  as  many  as  were  possessed  of  lands  or  houses  sold  them,  and  brought 
the  prices  of  the  things  that  loere  sold  and  laid  them  down  at  the  apostles*  feet, 
and  distribution  was  made  unto  every  man  according  as  he  had  need.'' 

Here  we  see  that  such  as  had  property,  ofiered—- not  a  portion  of  it — ^but  the 
whole  of  it  to  God,  for  the  good  of  his  cause.  All  this  was  done  with  the  full 
sanction  of  inspired  apostles,  and,  of  course,  in  full  accordance  with  the  known 
will  of  (xod.  He  had  placed  his  people  in  such  circumstances  as  most  manifestly 
^  galled  on  them  for  this  offering.  The  day  for  erecting  magnificent  tabernacles  and 
temples  had  gone  by,  perhaps  forever ;  but  the  day  of  giving  had  not !  Here  were 
poor  saints  to  be  cloUied  and  fed.    Here  were  the  widows  and  the  orphans  to  be 
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cared  for  and  supplied.  And  God  now  plainly  called  on  the  disciples  of  his  Son* 
to  give  as  freely  as  they  had  received*  in  order  to  carry  forward  his  work  of  re- 
deeming grace  among  men.  Subsequent  to  this,  we  find  repeated  intimations 
that  these  calls  did  not  cease  while  the  apostles  lived.  At  one  time,  we  see  Paul 
on  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  with  the  contributions  of  the  churches  that  he  had  visited* 
to  relieve  the  poor  saints  who  were  perishing  by  famine  in  that  city.  At  another, 
we  hear  him  charging  those  to  whom  he  is  writing,  to  lay  by  them  in  store  on  the 
first  day  of  every  week^  as  God  had  prospered  them.  At  another,  we  find  him 
expressing  the  warmest  thanks,  that  those  whom  he  had  converted  had  minis- 
tered to  his  own  necessities,  once  and  again,  while  he  was  in  afiliction,  and  pro- 
nouncing "  the  things  they  had  sent  to  him,  an  odor  of  a  sweet  smell,  a  sacrifice 
acceptable,  well  pleasing  to  God."  Here  is  enough,  surely,  to  satisfy  us  that 
the  disciples  of  Christ,  during  this  period,  though  poor,  were  by  no  means  ex- 
cused  from  giving  of  what  they  had  received,  to  further  the  common  cause. 
While  some  brought  in  their  whole  property,  as  a  thank-offering,  upon  their 
conversion,  others  made  weekly  contributions,  in  proportion  to  their  means. 
Poor,  persecuted,  scattered,  as  they  were,  God  cast  upon  them  the  responsibility 
of  sustaining  their  poorer  and  more  needy  fellow  saints,  and  of  ministering  to 
those  whom  He  sent  out  to  preach  Christ  in  the  surrounding  regions.  A  little 
reflection  now  will  satisfy  any  one  that  the  early  Christians  thus  gave  far  more 
than  any  equal  number  of  believers  now  give,  fron^  year  to  year,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  Christ's  cause,  while  their  ability  to  give  must  have  been  far  less. 

Here,  then,  we  have  another  re-publication,  or  rather,  re-affirmation  of  the  truth 
which  I  am  striving  to  set  forth.  God  not  only,  in  ways  the  most  striking,  often 
taught  his  people  that  they  must  give  as  they  received,  before  the  days  of  Christ ; 
but.  He  opeiis  the  christian  dispensatiofi,  if  I  may  so  speak,  with  this  distinct  tn- 
ciUcation  of  the  same  truth.  The  extreme  indigence,  and  severe  trials  of  his 
people  at  this  crisis  did  not  induce  him  to  defer  this  claim.  The  moment  he  had 
brought  one  into  his  kingdom — though  that  person,  were  a  fisherman  or  a 
tax-gatherer,  or  a  travelling  widow,  this  was  his  charge,  **  freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived, freely  give ;"  and  he  failed  not  to  present  all  an  opportunity  to  comply 
with  his  demand. 

One  who  is  never  at  loss  to  find  an  excuse  for  not  giving,  one  who  is  sure,  if 
called  upon  for  an  offering,  to  repeat  that  convenient  text,  **  If  any  provide  not 
for  his  own,  and  especially  for  those  of  his  own  house,  he  hath  denied  the  faith, 
and  is  worse  than  an  infidel ;"  or  who,  for  want  of  Scripture,  falls  back  upon 
that  trite  adage,  "  charity '  begins  at  home,"  may  see  enough  to  find  fault  with 
again  in  the  facts  here  cited.  He  may  say,  and  to  be  consistent  he  must  say, 
**  this  was  all  wrong.  The  disciples  ought  to  have  kept  their  houses  and  lands, 
to  support  their  own  families  with,  instead  of  converting  them  into  funds  for  the 
common  use  of  the  brotherhood.  The  believers  at  Corinth  and  elsewhere, 
should  have  saved  their  pittance  to  make  themselves  secure  from  starvation,  in- 
stead of  sending  it  to  their  famishing  brethren  in  Jerusalem.  When  Paul  was 
in  prison,  those  whom  he  had  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  should  have 
stored  up  every  farthing  they  could,  to  alleviate  their  oum  sufferings,  in  case  they 
were  subjected  to  a  like  trial,  instead  of  sending  Epaphroditus  with  all  haste  to 
minister  to  his  necessities !"    Such  toas  the  feeling  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira, 
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though  they  did  not  dare  to  oppose  the  current  sentiment  of  the  brotherhood 
openly  !  They  gave,  indeed,  but  they  kept  back  part  of  what  they  professed  to 
give ;  and,  what  is  more,  they  kept  back  the  whole  of  their  hearts !  Were  iheif 
right,  rather  than  the  apostles  and  those  brethren  whose  willing  benefactions 
flowed  in  from  every  quarter  1  I  will  not  argue  that  question.  No ;  such  pers<ms 
as  Ananias  and  Sapphira  are  **  spots  in  our  feasts  of  charity,"  live  where  or  when 
they  may.  The  true  christian  spirit  shone  out  in  those  other  disciples,  not  a  man 
of  whom  **  said  that  aught  of  the  things  which  he  possessedr  was  his  own  ;"  and 
God  here  showed,  anew,  not  only  that  such  a  spirit  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sights 
but  that  he  is  ever  careful  to  cherish  it  in  the  breasts  of  all  who  receive  his 
grace. 

Before  concluding  this  argument,  I  had  designed  to  dwell  with  the  same  par- 
ticularity upon  one  or  two  other  periods  in  the  history  of  the  Church ;  but  I  am 
compelled  to  forbear.  Nor  do  I  fear  to  rest  in  what  I  have  already  said,  as  a  suf- 
ficient proof  of  the  truth  for  which  I  contend— /ftai  in  administering  hU  scheme 
cf  grace,  Ood  has  always  made  giving  one  of  the  great  duties  (^  those  who  re^ 
ceive.  The  periods  to  which  I  have  referred  you,  may  easily  be  connected  with 
each  other.  And  we  have  ample  evidence  that  God's  people  had  no  respite  irom 
giving  during  the  time  which  elapsed  between  them  ;  and  so  it  has  been  ever  since 
the  days  of  the  apostles.  With  short  temporary  interruptions,  the  stream  of  these 
charities  has  continued  to  flow  for  the  healing  of  the  world.  From  the  days  of 
Luther  to  this  hour,  especially,  there^  has  been  scarce  a  year  in  which  Christians 
have  been  exempt  from  these  manifest  calls  of  God,  to  give  their  substance  to- 
promote  his  glory.  The  Church  has  ever  been,  and  will  be  till  the  Millennium^ 
one  great  Missionary  Society.  It  has  not  always  acted  on  the  aggressive,  as  it 
now  does.  There  have  been  times^  when  all  its  means  were  needed  for  its  own 
self-subsistence.  The  time  has  been,  when  God  has  put  it  Upon  the  defensive 
even,  and  made  it  necessary  for  every  believer  to  bring  in  his  ofiering,  in  order  to- 
save  the  ark  from  the  Philistines'  hands.  But  you  will  look  in  vain  for  the 
period  of  any  note  in  its  whole  history,  in  which  no  ofiering  was  needed  or 
called  for. 

In  all  that.  I  have  thus  far  said,  it  will  be  noticed  that  I  havcT  spoken  of 
ofierings  in  money,  or  in  some  kind  of  property  solely.  But,  as  much  might 
be  said  with  regard  to  ofierings  of  time,  and  eflbrt,  and  every  thing  else^ 
which  God  is  pleased  to  employ  in  furthering  his  plans  of  mercy.  God  has  not 
exacted^  one,  any  more  than  the  other.  He  took  all  the  time  of  the  Israelites  in 
the  wilderness  for  forty  years  I  He  took  little  less  of  them  for  hundreds  of  year» 
after  they  had  entered  the  land  of  promise  !  He  took  nearly  the  same  of  the 
disciples  in  the  apostles'  time.  And  he  has  never  failed  to  demand  time,  where 
he  has  exacted  property.  And  the  same  is  true  of  all  other  things,  which  he  em^ 
pk>ys  as  subsidiaries  to  his  own  doings  in  the  work(^  redemption.  The  follower 
of  Christ  is  to  present  himself  as  well  as  his  substance,  an  ofiering  to  God^ 
He  is  to  give  whatever  God  may  ask,  of  all  that  he  has  received. 

From  this  protracted  discussion  of  the  first  part  of  my  subject  I  pass  to  con* 
aider,  very  briefly,  the  next  topic  suggested  by  my  texty  viz : 

li.  The  manner  in  which  we  are  to  give  what  we  do.  We  m&^  be  faulty 
in  our  manner  of  giving  our  property  or  our  efibrt^  as  well  as- in  the  act  kself  of 
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giving.  We  may  give  reluctantly,  wishing  most  heartily  that  we  conid  frame 
some  good  excuse  for  not  giving.  We  may  give  from  pride,  or  ambition,  or 
from  some  other  seMsh  motive — just  as  the  Pharisees  prayed  :  "that  they  mi^ 
be  seen  of  men."  We  may  give  from  mere  habit,  or  in  obedience  to  a  current 
custom.  There  are  some,  who  always  count  what  they  give  to  this  and  that  ob- 
ject, a  part  of  their  yearly  taxes —  a  sort  of  tithe  which  they  are  to  jjay — ^i»ot  a 
freegifU  which  they  are  to  offer  to  the  Lord  !  There  are  other  ways,  too,  in  abun- 
dance, in  which  we  may  fail  to  give  with  a  right  spirit,  and  in  a  right  way.  On 
this  point,  therefore,  the  direction  contained  in  the  text  is  extremely  appropriate — 
** freely  give" — as  ^ freely^*  as  "  ye  have  received."  That  is,  give  as  God  does ; 
without  a  thought  or  wish  respecting  any  remuneration ;  give  with  an  open  hand 
and  a  full  heart ;  give  cheerfully — gladly.  **  The  Lord  loveth  a  cheerful  giver." 
Be  your  gift  what  it  may  ;  a  mite,  a  cup  of  cold  water,  an  hour's  labor,  a  princely 
^rtune,  give  it "  freely ;"  as  God  gave  his  Son  to  be  your  ransom  and  brother  J 
Such  is  the  teaching  of  Christ,  in'  the  words  before  us,  and  such  the  uniform 
language  of  God's  inspired  book. 

It  remains  to  consider,  now,  as  briefly, 

HI.  The  reason  why  we  should  give  thus. 

That  reason  is  embodied  in  the  very  words  by  which  we  are  here  charged  to 
give.  We  are  not  to  give,  chiefly  because  others  are  in  need  of  our  benefactions* 
nor  because  Grod  sees  fit  to  make  our  gifts  means  of  good  to  others  ;  but  because 
what  we  possess  has  all  been  given  to  us ;  and  given  us,  too,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  making  us  like  our  great  benefactor,  and  so  inciting  us  to  imitate  him  in 
our  habitual  action.  We  are  to  give,  because  giving  is  Grod-like,  and  therefore 
becomes  those  on  whom  God  has  bestowed  the  means  of  giving.  We  are  to 
give,  because  giving  is  the  fit  index  and  fruit  of  our  adoption  as  children  of  God. 
Standing  on  this  broad  platform  of  benevolence,  we  are  to  listen  to  every  call, 
and  watch  for  every  opportunity  to  bestow,  according,  as  we  have  received,  re- 
membering that  He  whom  we  love  to  call  •*  our  Father,"  shall  judge  between  us 
and  all  whom  he  charges  us  to  befriend. 

In  concluding  this  discourse,  I  have  time  barely  to  suggest  for  your  considera- 
tion, a  single  inference :  it  is  this. 

We  see  from  what  has  now  been  said,  that  God  is  often  most  kind  to  his 
people,  when  they  least  suspect  it. 

At  first  thought, -many  a  Christian  is  led  to  deem  it  hard  that  he  should  be 
constantly  called  upon  to  give,  what  he  may  have,  to  advance  God's  cause* 
Some  are  very  slow  to  imbibe  the  idea  that  all  they  have  is  God's.  Hence*  their 
countenances  fall,  whenever  one  of  God's  messenger's  asks  them  for  their  mite, 
or  when  they  are  asked  to  leave  their  farms  or  their  merchandise,  and  go  out  into 
the  highways  and  hedges  to  labor  for  Christ  They  forget  that  it  "  is  easier  for 
a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  They  forget  that  one  of  their  greatest  and  most  fatal  terapta.. 
tions,  lies  in  the  **  deceitfulness  of  riches."  How  exceeding  kind,  then,  is  it  in 
God,  to  break  the  force  of  this  snare,  by  constantly  calling  on  them  for  a  portion 
of  their  substance,  and  by  teaching  them  every  hour,  that  what  they  hold  is  not 
theirs,  but  His.  But  for  this,  thousands  might  be  eternally  ruined,  who  will  now 
possess  the  most  precious  of  all  treasures,  at  God^s  right  hand !    The  ChristiaA 
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who  munnura  against  giving,  or  wonders  why  he  must  give,  knows  not  what  he 
does !  Were  he  not  in  the  hands  of  a  wiser  heing,  he  might  forfeit  his  heavenly 
birthright,  in  some  hour  of  cupidity  or  (^  covetousness,  and  mourn  over  it  when 
it  should  be  too  late,  as  bitterly  as  did  Esau !  God  knows  his  periL  He  knowe 
how  to  avert  it ;  and,  therefore,  the  believer  is  ^  kept"  In  our  day,  it  has 
ple^ied  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to  multiply  the  channels  of  christian  charity* 
ftoiQ  year  to  year,  till  every  valley  and  plain  begins  to  bloom  with  the  Rose  -of 
Sharon.  New  societies  are  formed — ^new  calls  are  made — new  enterprizes  are 
planned — new  fields  are  occupied,  until  the  over  prudent  and  miserly  in  Christ's 
fold  begin  to  be  filled  with  dismay !  But  all  this  is  ^ooet/  good!  There  is  not  one 
call  too  much.  We  are  so  fatally  prone  to  worldly-mindedness,  that  we  need  to  be 
often  told  that  we  are  not  our  own,  but  Christ's — ^that  our  property  is  not  ours,  but 
his — ^that  our  time  and  talents  and  acquisitions  are,  none  of  them,  ours,  but  all — 
all  his.  In  addition  to  all  the  other  good,  too,  which  QoA  is  now  doing,  by  tl^ 
contributions  of  his  Church,  he  is  making  these  frequent  calls  one  of  the  most 
searching  tests  of  christian  character  to  which  we  are  subjected.  He  is  sifting 
the  church.  He  is  showing  us  who  have  his  beneficent  spirit,  and  who  have  not 
And  all  who  cannot  respond  and  with  a  willing  heart  to  the  calls  which  he  now 
makes — nay,  all  who  cannot  anticipate  the  day  with  gladness  in  which  he  shall 
call  for  tenfold  more,  will  soon  openly  appear  to  have  only  ^  a  name  to  live,  while 
they  are  dead."  But  the  day  of  their  revealing  shall  be  the  revealing  of  the 
saints,  too.  The  gathering  of  the  tares  shall  display  the  wheat  When  the 
dross  shall  be  purged  away,  the  gold  will  not  only  be  left,  but  will  shine  with 
new  radiance.  The.  tried  friends  of  Jesus,  freed  from  this  baleful  alliance  with 
those  who  know  him  not,  will  then  gird  themselves  with  apostolic  singleness  of 
heart,  for  their  great  work,  and  will  go  forth,  as  in  days  of  old,  to  give  as  freely 
as  they  have  received.    May  God  speed  the  day ! 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  A.  H.  M.  S. 


IOWA. 

APPEAL  FROM  CHURCHES  AND 
MINISTERS  IN  IOWA,  TO  THE  A. 
H.  M.  S.  AND  THE  FRIENDS  OF 
MISSIONS  IN  THE  EAST. 

Although  several  of  the  topics  in  this  ap- 
peal have  been  anticipated  by  the  precious 
publications  of  the  Society,  we  publish  it  as 
adding  confirmation  of  the  facts  which  have 
been  set  forth  by  oui*  correspondents. 

The  Congregational  Association 
OF  loWAt  voted  at  theh:  meeting  in  May 


laet,  to  appeal  to  the  friends  of  Home 
Missions  for  aid,  and  a[^inted  Brethren 
Asa  Turner,  jr.  and  Reuben  Gaylord 
to  draft  and  forward  an  appeal.  We 
have  delayed  the  pleasant,  painful  duty, 
hoping  that  ere  this  we  should  ffreet 
some  fellow  laborers;  but  we  have 
waited  in  vain.*  The  fanner,  the 
mechanic,  the  lawyer  and  the  physician, 
vie  with  each  other  for  the  occupancy 


*The  miMionaries  appointed  b^  the  A.  H.  M.  8. 
to  go  to  Iowa  thia  aoaauu,  have  judged  it  lM*C  to 
encounter  the  change  of  climate  in  the  auiumn, 
rather  than  during  the  warm  weather  of  tummer— 
hence  the  disappointment  expreaMd  above.— £0. 
H.M. 
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of  the  West ;  but  there  is  one  class  of 
men  that  are  seldom  seen  among  the 
army  of  picmeers— alas,  that  it  is  so  !— 
we  mean  the  ministers  of  Christ 

The  first  request  that  we  would 
make,  is  that  you  would  publish  New- 
hall's  map  of  Iowa,  exhibiting  the 
country  between  the  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  rivers.  This  would  give  a 
description  of  the  country,  such  as  we 
cannot  give  with  the  pen. 

[We  have  already  published,  in  our  May 
No.  of  the  Hume  Missionary,  a  map  of  Iowa, 
corrected  according  to  the  latest  accoanta. 
Ed.  H.  Miss.] 

This  being  done,  it  will  be  seen — 
1.  That  the  proposed  stale  of  Iowa  lies 
between  the  two  great  rivers  of  the 
West — the  Mississippi  forming  the 
eastern  boundary,  and  the  Missouri  the 
western;  and  ttiat  the  whole  territo- 
ry is  interspersed  with  innumerable 
branches,  many  of  which  are  navigable 
hundreds  of  miles  into  the  interior. 
Thus  it  is  furnished  by  the  great  Archi- 
tect with  natural  canals  to  carry  oflf  its 
products,  or  to  bring  back  necessaries 
from  abroad. 

2.  The  water  courses  are  all  skirted 
with  timber,  varying  in  depth,  from  a 
few  rods  to  many  miles ;  and  their  blufi^ 
are  generally  lined  with  stone,  leaving 
the  more  elevated  and  even  portion  of 
its  surface,  native  meadows  covered 
with  grass,  inviting  the  flocks  and 
herds  to  come  and  feed  on  them;  or 
the  farmer  to  build  his  cabin  in  the 
covert  of  the  grove,  put  in  his  ploUgh, 
and  test  their  fertility. 

3.  The  amount  of  water-power  is 
almost  without  limit — ^possessing  in  this 
respect  a  decided  superiority  over  the 
neighboring  territory,  east  or  south. 
The  Des  Moines  rises  in  the  N.  W. 
part  of  the  proposed  state,  and  enters 
the  Mississippi  in  the  S.  E.,  and,  every 
few  miles,  affords  a  site  for  mills.  It  is 
thought  no  stream  in  the  Union,  except 
the  Merrimac,  equals  it  for  manufac- 
turing purposes.  Many  other  streams 
also  aflbrd  facilities  for  propelling  ma- 
chinery. 

Stone  limCf  and  stone  coal  are  abund< 
ant  in  every  part  of  the  territory.  The 
lead  region  embraces  some  25  or  80 
townships  which  abound  with  this  ore 


and  that  of  zinc    Indications  also  exist 
of  large  quantities  of  irmi. 

These  considerations  adapt  the  teni* 
tory  to  sustain  a  dense  populati<m. 
The  time  will  come,  and  at  no  distant 
day,  when  we  shall  raise  our  own  wool 
on  our  prairies,  and  manufacture  it  on 
our  streams— dig  our  own  iron  from, 
the  earth,  and  manufacture  our  own 
castings.  In  short,  the  territory  ia 
destined  for  a  manufacturing  as  well 
as  an  agricultural  population. 

4.  Our  extremes  of  latitude  are 
about  on  the  same  parallels  as  the  state 
of  New- York,  and  the  northern  half  of 
Pennsylvania.  Our  climate  is  not  es- 
sentially different  from  that  of  the  same 
latitude  in  the  East,  where  the  altitude 
is  the  same.  The  seasons  are  longer 
than  on  the  mountainous  portions  of 
New- York  and  Pennsylvania.  Iowa 
will  not  suffer  in  respect  to  health,  by 
comparison  with  any  eastern  state,  if 
we  except  the  diseases  arising  from  a 
change  of  habits,  diet,  and  the  exposures 
incident  to  a  new  country. 

The  area  of  the  proposed  state  of 
Iowa  will  be  among  the  largest  in  the 
Union — not  less  &an  60,^)0  square 
miles. 

5.  Since  the  organization  of  the  terri- 
tory in  1838,  it  is  supposed  that  our  popu- 
lation has  increased  1000  per  month. 
The  governor  estimates  our  present 
number  at  60,000.  There  are  20  or- 
ganized counties,  and  about  9  or  10,000 
square  miles  open  for  settlers.  But  it 
is  expected  the  Indian  title  will  soon 
be  extinguished  to  all  the  territory. 
When  this  shall  be  done,  we  may  ex- 
pect a  rush  of  emigration  unparalleled 
even  in  the  West 

Fifty  years  ago,  not  a  white  man  was 
found  in  what  now  constitutes  nine 
states  and  two  organized  territories,  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Indiana 
and  Ohio  have  more  than  doubled  dur- 
ing the  last  10  years ;  while  the  latter 
now  ranks  in  population  the  third  state 
in  the  Union.  In  the  same  period, 
Illinois  has  trebled  her  numbers  ;  while 
Michigan  contains  six  times  as  many 
as  she  did  ten  years  ago.  In  the  last 
20  years,  the  population  of  the  whole 
valley  has  quadrupled — ^the  sum  total 
now  falling  but  little  short  of  6,000,000. 
This  shows  us  on  the  frontier  what  to 
expect  in  time  to  come — ^with  such  a 
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moving  mass  bebiDd»  who  have  already 
severed  the  ties  that  bound  them  to  the 
land  of  their  fathers,  and  who  stand 
ready  to  go  in  any  direction  that  interest 
shall  dictate;  while  there  is  opening 
before  them  a  country  in  many  respects 
more  inviting  than  any  previously 
settled.  Again-'^Imost  every  country 
in  Europe  has  her  sons  tiere ;  and  we 
are  to  regard  each,  virtually,  as  an  agents 
looking  out  locations  for  friends  left  be- 
hind. Hundreds  will  come  instead  of 
tens,  and  thousands  instead  of  hundreds. 

But  there  is  another  view  which  can- 
not be  too  often  brought  before  the 
eastern  churches*  The  population  of 
the  United  States  has  doubled  once  in 
about  23  years.  If  it  were  to  double 
once  in  25  years  for  150  years  to  come, 
at  the  end  of  that  period  number  more 
than  a  thousand  millions  of  immortal 
beings — candidates  for  an  eternal  des- 
tiny— more  than  the  present  population 
of  all  the  earth.  Whatever  abatement 
16  to  be  made  from  this  calculation,  it 
cannot  be  said  the  land  could  not  con- 
tain  this  multitude*  Our  soil,  in  the 
valley,  would  eveiy  acre  support  its 
man.  Besides  that  already  brought 
into  market,  770,000,000  acres  lie  east 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains ;  and  of  the 
446,000  square  miles  now  occupied, 
scarcely  a  hundredth  part  is  cultivated 
or  made  to  yield  its  increase. 

Again,  the  Mississippi  valley  contains 
more  than  four  times  the  area  of  all  the 
fltatea  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 
Twenty  years  will  give  the  sceptre  to 
the  valley — will  place  the  destiny  of 
this  republic  in  the  hands  of  states  that 
had  no  existence  fifty  years  ago ;  and 
then,  we  will  take  care  of  the  east,  if 
the  East  is  unwilling  to  take  care  of  us 
now.  We  shall  do  unto  them  what 
seemeth  us  good  iheriy  if  the  East  does 
not  do  for  us  what  duty  requires  now. 

If  the  above  considerations  are 
founded  in  l^utb,  how  important  is  the 
work  of  Home  Missions !  What  con- 
sistency will  there  be  in  converting  the 
islands  of  the  sea,  or  souls  in  the  valley 
of  the  Ganges,  and  leave  the  most  in- 
tBresting  spot — the  spot  most  important 
on  earth,  to  us  and  to  our  children,  and 
to  the  myriads  who  are  hereafter  to  live 
on  this  continent'— to  be  sown  with 
tares  ?  After  all  that  has  been  said,  it 
is  our  full  conviction,  that  the  ministers 


and  churches  at  the  East  have  not 
begun  to  feel  and  act  towards  the  West, 
as  the  interests  of  Zion  and  the  good 
of  our  common  country  demand.  But 
our  voice  is  feeble ;  our  only  hope  is, 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  will  lead  them 
to  see  and  feel  rightly  before  it  be  too 
late. 

In  conclusion — we  reiterate  the  ap- 
peal for  more  laborers  in  this  territory. 
Shall  we  call  on  the  young  and  inex- 
perienced] Are  they  adequate  to  a 
work  so  great  ?  Yes,  we  would  gladly 
welcome  them  as  co-laborers  with  us ; 
but  the  LEADERS  in  Israel  are  needed 
here  on  these  out-posts  of  Z  ion's  army. 

Van  Buren  county  imperiously  needs 
two  laborers ;  Washington  county 
needs  one  ;  Henry,  one ;  Louisa,  one ; 
Cedar  and  Jones,  one ;  Clinton  and 
Jackson,  one ;  Muscatine,  one  ;  Scott, 
one  ;  Clayton,  one.  We  simply  allude 
to  these  fields,  that  our  friends  may  see 
that  we  have  something  to  ^o. 

We  commend  our  cause  to  those  who 
love  Zion,  and,  especially,  to  the  Great 
Head  of  the  church.  * 


ILLINOIS. 


GRATEFUL  RECEPTION  OF  MISSIONARY  AID. 

Your  kind  and  very  acceptable  com- 
munication, together  with  a  new  com- 
mission for  the  present  year,  were  re- 
ceived a  few  days  since.  And  how  shall 
I  express  my  gratitude  for  the  timely 
relief  which  your  Society  has  granted 
me,  by  allowing  me  to  draw  for  $40 
more  on  the  last  year's  commission. 
During  that  period  my  income  was  not 
sufllcient  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  my  family,  even  when  the 
strictest  economy  was  observed.  The 
amount  allowed  will  do  much  towards 
paying  up  arrearages.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  money  received  from  the 
A.  H.  M.  S.,  I  did  not  receive  $30  in 
cash;  consequently  I  was  unable  to 
meet  my  store  accounts.  Yet  I  trusted 
a  kind  Providence  would  open  some 
way  of  relief,  and  he  has  not  disap- 
pointed me.  May  I  ever  trust  the  same 
kind  friend,  and  manifest  my  gratitude 
for  past  favors  by  a  more  entire  conse- 
cration of  myself  to  his  service. 
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EVANGELISTS  IN  THE  DESTITUTE 
CHURCHES. 

•  We  have  before  us  two  applications,  in- 
quiring if  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  will  assist  in  the 
support  of  evangelists  to  labor  in  destitute 
churches,  and  under  what  circumstances. 
We  have,  in  previous  volumes  of  the  Home 
Missionary,  expressed  a  desire  to  engage,  to 
a  limited  extent,  in  this  species  of  labor ;  and 
have  commended  the  policy  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Angelica  and  Oswego,  and  others  in 
this  respect.  And  at  the  present  time  the 
Society  is  aiding  in  a  similar  arrangement 
for  the  supply  of  the  feeble  churches  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Congregational  Association  in 
Western  New-York,  and  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Alton,  111.,  &c. 

.  The  plan  on  which  the  Society  is  willing 
to  aid  in  this  species  of  labor,  seeks  to  secure 
as  far  as  possible  a  regular  responsibility  of 
the  missionary  employed,  to  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal body  with  which  the  churches  he  serves 
are  connected. 

1.  The  Presbytery  or  Association  desiring 
such  labor,  form  their  destitute  churches  into 
a  circuit  or  circuits,  to  be  occupied  by  one  or 
more  preachers  who  shall  regularly  supply 
them. 

2.  The  missionary  is  to  be  selected  with 
special  reference  to  the  field,  by  the  Presby- 
tery or  association  within  whose  limits  he  is 
to  labor.  This  is  important,  in  order  that 
he  may  be  one  having  the  confidence  and 
sympathy  of  the  ministers  and  churches  in 
the  neighborhood.  The  A.  H.  M.  S.  desire 
that  ministers  so  employed  be  men  of  ex- 
perience who  are  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
work  of  missionaries  in  neglected  commu- 
nities. 

3.  It  is  expected,  that  while  the  immediate 
object  of  this  species  of  labor  is  to  afford  a 
tempoiary  supply  of  preaching  and  ordi- 
nances, the  ultimate  design  which  should  be 
kept  steadily  in  view,  is  to  establish  the  re- 
gular ministrations  of  God's  house  in  every 
community.  Hence,  as  fast  as  possible, 
the  more  important  points  are  to  be  encour- 
aged to  attempt  the  support  of  the  Gospel; 
and  others  to  unite- together  as  may  be  most 
convenient,  and  engage  regular  preaching. 

4.  The  Presbytery  or  association  are  ex- 
pected to  use  all  reasonable  means  to  raise 

VOL.  XIV.  12 


the  support  of  the  missionary,  applymg  to 
the  Society  only  for  the  sOm  which  they  £Bui 
to  raise. 

This  system  is  recommended  as  a  mode 
fornourishing  those  churches  which  are  too 
feeble  to  begin  the  process  of  active  growth. 
There  are  many  portions  of  our  land  where 
no  other  plan  can  be  made  to  answer.  In 
this  matter  the  Presbyteries  and  Associations 
must  take  the  lead.  They  know  the  ground 
—its  peculiarities,  its  facilities,  and  its  diffi- 
culties ;  and  they  know  what  kind  of  men 
are  needed.  Let  them  seek  such  men,  and 
when  they  obtain  them,  if  aid  is  needed,  let 
application  be  made  to  the  Society  in  the 
name  of  the  body  that  has  charge  of  the 
matter,  and  the  Executive  Committee  will 
respond  to  the  appeal "  as  God  hath  prospered 
them." 

We  add,  merely,  that  it  is  seldom  that  men 
of  the  proper  character  for  this  work  are  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Society  to  send  out* 
They  are  the  last  men  to  be  out  of  employ; 
where  one  such  is  to  be  found,  there  are  ten 
fields  ready  for  him  to  enter. 


THE  LEAD-MINING  ItEGION. 

WANTED  IMMEDIATELY, 

A  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  well  balanced 
mind  and  acceptable  address  for  the  field  de- 
scritel  in  the  following  communication. 
The  writer  is  Rev.  Aratus  Kent,  of  Galena, 
111.  The  nature  of  the  service  required  may 
be  inferred  from  the  letter.  It  will,  for  a 
time,  consist  very  much  in  exploring  and 
arranging  the  field,  though  after  a  year  or 
two,  it  may  be  judged  expedient  to  restrict 
his  labors  to  a  smaller  circuit,  and,  perhaps, 
to  settle  over  a  single  church. 

I  have  been  long  silent,  for  I  have 
been  disheartened  trom  further  eflTort  to 
obtain  ministerial  aid.  Letters  and 
pledges  to  individuals  and  to  your  So- 
ciety have  failed  of  the  desired  eflfecL 
And  the  result  of  the  whole  is,  that 
this  large  district  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Rock  rivers  is  one  wide  waste 
so  far  as  Presbyterian  and  Congrega- 
tional ministers  are  concerned,  if  we 
except  two  or  three  on  the  southern 
margin  of  the  field,  and  one  at  Galena. 
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Circumstances  compelled  me  recently 
tp  make  a  circuit  of  175  miles  to  the 
south-east,  and  I  passed  two  destitute 
diurches,  and  three  places  where 
churches  might  be  formed.  I  could  not 
tarry,  and  I  returned  with  a  fixed  pur- 
pose to  lay  the  subject  before  our  church. 
A  sermon  was  preached  last  Sabbath 
from  "pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest," 
and  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  evening, 
to  pray  that  prayer.  And  it  is  proposed 
that  those  sermons  and  those  prayer- 
meetings  shall  be  continued,  from  a 
deep  conviction  that  ministers  shun  this 
field — a  deep  conviction  that  we  must 
raise  up  ministers  on  the  spot,  and  that 
God  only  can  furnish  suitable  men. 
There  has  been  something  done,  but 
we  have  not  come  up  to  our  engage- 
ment— "to  endeavor  in  ^ve  years  to 
have  ten  young  men- in  a  course  of 
training  for  the  ministry."  That  term 
kas  nearly  expired.  At  that  first 
prayer  meeting,  it  was  stated  that  God 
seemed  to  have  a  controversy  with  us, 
that  there  was  still  a  famine  of  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  that  our  little 
Presbytery  which  had  been  organized 
within  the  district  was  likely  to  be 
dissolved  by  removals.  A  traveller 
from  the  western  shore  of  Michigan 
was  present,  and  informed  us  that  there 
were  21  ministers  in  3  counties  of 
East  Wisconsin,  and  all  within  40  miles 
of  each  other ;  and  that  the  district 
south  of  the  state  line,  i.  e.  north-east 
Illinois,  was  as  well  supplied  as#iny 
part  of  the  United  States.  [These  state- 
ments, we  think,  need  qualification. — Ed. 
H.  Miss*]  That  whole  region  has  been 
settled  within  5  or  6  years,  while  the 
district  west  of  Rock  river  and  includ- 
ing the  mining  country,  has  been  settled 
10  or  15  years,  and  contains  7  destitute 
churches  (or  having  but  temporary  sup- 
plies) and  materials  for  several  others. 
There  are  large  settlements  on  Wis- 
consin, Grant,  Platte  and  Fever  rivers, 
tributaries  of  the  Mississippi,  and  then 
there  is  the  Pecatonica,  tributary  to 
Rock  river,  200  miles  long  and  will 
ere  long  be  navigable  within  30  miles 
of  Galena,  and  watering  some  of  the 
finest  mineral  and  agricultural  country 
in  the  world — and  all  this  wide  field  is 
destitute  of  Presbyterian  and  Congre- 
gational preaching,  with  the  exceptions 
before  made.    The  traveller  remarked 


that  he  had  been  surprised  to  find 
brethren  of  these  denominations  where- 
ever  he  had  been  over  this  field.  Those 
that  deal  in  lead  can  judge  whether  this 
is  an  important  section  of  country, 
inviting  a  dense  settlement  New  and 
most  valuable  discoveries  are  being 
made.  The  resources  of  the  country 
are  inexhaustible ;  more  business  is 
done  in  Galena  than  any  place,  either 
in  the  state  or  territory.  It  is  the 
market-town  for  the  Rock  river  coun- 
try and  the  intervening  district.  I  can- 
not now  as  formerly  supply  the  desti- 
tute without  harm  and  loss  to  my  own 
field,  which  is  rapidly  increasing,  ex- 
cept I  can  have  a  supply,  and  I  have 
now  no  opportunity  to  make  an  ex- 
change with  an  ordained  minister,  short 
of  80  miles  travel.  We  need  a  special 
missionary  agent  for  this  district — ^a 
man  of  experience  and  of  a  well-fur- 
nished mind,  and  one  who  can  grapple 
with  error,  and  resuscitate  languishing 
piety — one  who  can  preach  well  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  visit  from  house  to  house 
all  the  week  among  saints  and  sinners, 
until  he  wake  up  those  that  have  been 
long  asleep.  Send  us  a  strong  man 
and  a  holy  man,  that  can  endure  hard- 
ness, and  I  will  be  individually  respon- 
sible for  »^200.  And  it  is  my  opinion 
that  he  would  raise  from  2  to  400  dol- 
lars on  the  ground,  and  that  in  two  years 
he  would  be  the  means  of  introducing 
from  4  to  6  ministers  into  this  vacancy : 
and  again  I  will  engage  that  $100 
shall  be  raised  for  each  of  those  feeble 
churches  over  whom  he  shall  place  a 
minister,  i.  e.  if  they  need  it 

I  wish  you  could  appreciate  the  rea- 
sons why  we  need  a  superior  man  for 
this  field.  The  population  are  an  in- 
telligent, shrewd,  enterprising  class, 
who  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  the 
world,  and  they  cannot  be  fed  with  chafl^ 

But  while  I  thus  pour  out  my  com- 
plaint, I  ought  not  to  suppress  those  facts 
by  which  you  may  be  encouraged.  I 
was  sustained  here  for  several  years  by 
your  Society,  but  we  have  already  re- 
funded to  the  various  benevolent  opera- 
tions more  than  we  received.  After 
12  years  probation,  I  have  been  in- 
stalled, and  we  have  just  finished,  in  a 
neat  style,  a  stone  church  70  by  40 ; 
and  it  was  pleasing  to  see  it  crowded 
with  people  at  the  dedication.      We 
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enjoy  harmony  among  ourselves  and  I 
with  other  denominations,  which  has 
been  fostered  by  a  weekly  prayer  meet- 
ing of  the  clergymen.  Our  city  has 
had  good  schools,  where  prayer  and 
reading  of  the  scriptures  has  been  prac- 
ticed, and  which  the  Catholic  childreij 
have  attended,  though  they  were  for- 
bidden to  attend  the  Sabbath  school 
where  the  same  influence  was  exerted, 
and  our  brethren  sustain  5  or  6  country 
Sabbath  schools,  which  they  meet  after 
teaching  in  our  city  schools  in  the 
morning. 

We  deeply  sympathize  with  Mr.  Kent  in 
his  concern  for  the  mining  district.  He 
went  into  it  when  missionary  enterprise  was 
a  different  thing  from  what  it  is  at  present. 
No  pioneer  had  prepared  the  way  for  him ; 
scarcely  a  christian  heart  was  there  to  bid 
him  welcome.  But  the  laborer  who  visits 
that  region  now  will  find  a  preparation  for 
his  coming,  which  has  grown  out  of  the 
apostolic  efforts  of  one  who  labored  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  scattering  the 
good  seed  of  the  word  by  his  own  personal 
visits  and  by  the  diffusion  of  religious  pub- 
lications. It  is  too  bad  that  he  should  wear 
out  alone ;  or  rather,  it  is  too  bad  that  souls 
for  which  he  has  pleaded  for  ten  years  past— 
for  whose  supply  with  the  bread  of  life,  the 
pecuniary  means  have  been  partly  pledged 
by  himself— should  perish  because  no  minis- 
ter has  accepted  the  invitation  to  go  to  their 
relief! 


From  Rev.  J.  O.  Porter^  Lockport,  III 

CAUSES  OF  PRESENT  EMBARRASSMENT. 

In  behalf  of  my  dear  people,  I  tender 
to  you  their  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the 
aid  so  kindly  furnished  them,  and  but 
for  which,  it  would  have  been  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  enjoy  the  stated  means 
of  grace.  We  are  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  ask  renewed  aid,  and  even 
increased  aid,  for  the  coming  year.  The 
few  male  members  are  not  willing  to 
give  up;  they  say  "the  Gospel  must 
be  sustained  at  every  sacrifice."  But 
the  truth  is,  we  are  weaker  than  when 
we  started. 


I  ought  to  explain  the  cause  of  this. 
This  town  owes  its  existence  to  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  and  almost 
every  member  of  our  church  and  cc«i- 
gregation  was  connected  with  it,  either 
as  contractors,  merchants  or  mechanics. 
For  some  time  past  the  prospects  of  the 
canal  have  not  been  very  flattering,  and 
last  winter  the  legislature  made  no  ap- 
propriation for  it,  or  even  for  paying  the 
interest  on  loans  that  had  been  effected. 
Consequently,  every  thing  has  been 
thrown  into  confusion  and  embarrass- 
ment The  contractors  have  stopped 
their  works,  the  laborers  and  mechanics 
are  out  of  employment,  our  merchants 
and  the  farmers  around  us  have  not 
been  able  to  collect  their  accounts  or 
meet  their  liabilities,  &c.  But  you 
must  not  conclude  that  our  village  ia 
deserted.  There  are  at  least  700  soub 
here,  and  the  country  around  is  thickly 
settled,  our  congregations  are  very 
good,  and  our  house  well  filled  every 
Sabbath.  It  is  important  that  you  bear 
in  mind  the  character  of  this  station. 
It  is  not  one  of  those  mushroom  towns^ 
of  which  so  many  have  sprung  up  in 
the  West  When  the  canal  is  ^nished 
it  will  stand  next  in  importance  to 
Chicago.  The  site  is  owned  by  the 
state ;  the  canal,  as  far  as  this  place, 
where  the  first  locks  are  placed,  is  to 
be  a  ship  canal ;  and  there  will  be  im- 
mense water-power  for  mills,  &c.  We 
think  there  is  not  another  point  in  all 
northern  Illinois,  in  which  it  is  more 
important  to  sustain  the  Gospel.  We 
are  nearly  40  miles  from  Chicago,  and 
there  is  no  other  christian  minister  on 
the  whole  route.  It  is  true,  liie  county 
is  for  the  most  part  thinly  settled  ;  but 
there  are  hundreds  of  families  who 
never  see  the  face  of  a  minister  or  hear 
a  sermon ;  and  among  them  are  a  great 
many  "  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel." 


From  Rev,  Ckauncey  Cook,  Aurora,  IlL 

Our  meetings  are  well  attended,  and 
the  place  is  rising  in  importance.  The 
Gospel  must  be  sustained  here.  Our 
Sabbath  school  is  interesting,  and  the 
Bible  class  awakens  a  good  deal  of 
attention.    It  comprises  one  half  or  two 
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thirds  of  the  congregation.  The  Bible 
is  read  much  more  than  it  was,  and 
much  conversation  is  had  on  the  subject. 
Our  new  meeting-house  has  advanced 
so  far  that  it  is  now  enclosed,  but 
whether  it  will  be  finished  this  season 
is  doubtful ;  money  is  so  hard  to  be 
obtained,  that  it  will  be  very  difficult. 
Our  prospects,  though  somewhat  dark, 
are  better  than  they  were.  Some  pious 
families  are  coming  in,  and  though 
iniquity  abounds  and  the  "  laws  of  judge 
Lynch  have  many  strong  advocates, 
yet  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  at  work 
among  us  which  must  and  will  prevail. 
We  l^ve  already  several  little  churches 
in  this  part  of  the  country  that  have 
been  blessed,  the  season  past;  and 
though  they  have  to  struggle  hard  to 
live,  and  do  but  just  live  aJter  all  the 
aid  they  receive  from  the  Society,  their 
influence  is  felt,  and  will  be  felt  more 
and  more,  as  Zion  arises  and  revivals 
are  multiplied.  I  know  of  no  spot  in 
the  world  where  efforts  can  be  made 
with  a  greater  promise  of  success  than 
in  this  far  West  Though  the  laborers 
are  but  few,  and  little  apparently  can 
be  done,  yet  about  200  hopeful  conver- 
sions have  been  the  fruits  of  the  labor 
performed  the  season  past,  in  three  or 
four  counties  around  us. 


LONGING  FOR  BETTER  DATS. 

Oh  that  the  importance  of  having 
mmisters  entirely  disencumbered  from 
worldly  cares,  and  all  their  powers 
directed  immediately  to  the  promotion 
of  the  kingdom  of  €rod,  might  be  vividly 
an^  deeply  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
the  ministers  and  the  church !  Ap- 
pearances, in  both  my  congregations, 
have  been  for  the  last  hve  or  six  weeks 
becoming  more  and  more  encouraging. 
The  congregations  are  large  and  more 
attentive,  and  in  some  instances,  at 
least  for  the  time  being,  the  truth 
has  seemed  to  take  effect  Some 
members  of  the  church  seem  to  be 
awaking.  Prayer  meetings  are  much 
better  attended,  and  much  more  in- 
teresting.  You  will  perceive,  that  I 
feel  somewhat  encouraged,  but  I  can 
assure  you,  that,  while  I  am  cheered 
with  a  gleam  of  hope,  I  hope  wi^  much 
trembling.    I,  myself,  am  a  sinful  worm 


of  the  dust,  and  I  am  in  the  midst  of  a 
people  who  are  sinful.  I  know  that 
God  is  infinitely  gracious  and  almighty, 
and  that  it  has  pleased  him  to  commit 
the  riches  of  the  Gospel  to  earthen 
vessels,  that  the  power  and  excol  ency 
of  it  may  appear  to  be  of  him  and  not 
of  man. 

PRAYER  FOR   THE  FEEBLE  CHURCHES. 

I  suppose  those  who  contribute  for 
the  Home  Missionary  cause,  with  a 
lively  interest  in  the  up-building  of  the 
church,  as  a  matter  of  course,  accbm- 
pany  their  contributions  with  prayer  to 
the  Head  of  the  church,  that  his  bless- 
ing may  attend  the  efforts  which  your 
Society  is  thus  enabled  to  make.  I 
have  been  impressed  lately,  more  than 
ever,  with  the  desirableness  and  im- 
portance of  Christians  praying  for  small 
and  feeble  churches.  God  is  a  prayer- 
hearing  God.  The  Redeemer  has  di- 
rected his  followers  to  pray,  "Thy 
kingdom  come."  The  churches  that 
are  just  established  and  are  now  being 
established,  certainly  need  the  prayers 
of  Christians.  Ministers,  who,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  are  called  to  labor 
among  new  and  feeble  churches — and 
to  establish  churches,  need  the  pecu- 
niary assistance  of  other  Christians,  but 
not  more  than  their  prayers.  If  the 
attention  of  the  church  generally  should 
be  so  called  to  this  subject,  as  to  be 
interested  in  it,  doubtless,  much 
greater  good  than  ever  has  yet,  would 
result  from  the  efforts  of  the  Home 
Missionary  Society. 


INDIANA. 


WORKING  MEN  NEEDED. 

It  would  be  easy  to  fill  a  page  with 
complaints  and  discouragements;  but 
when  I  read  the  reports  of  others  in 
your  periodical,  I  am  content  to  plod 
on  and  meet  the  difficulties  as  God  shall 
appoint  So  long  as  the  grand  difficulty 
is  in  the  hearts  of  God's  own  people, 
we  cannot  hope  for  changes  for  the 
better.  I  find  it  so  difficult  to  train 
Christians  to  enter  into  the  toils  of 
christian  duty — to  give  their  own  per- 
sonal exertions  for  the  advancement  of 
religion  around  them,  that  I  often  feel 
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almost  entirely  alone  in  the  church. 
One  or  two  working  men,  such  as  I  have 
seen  in  blessed  New-England,  would 
be  meat  and  drink  to  my  sinking  spirit. 
Even  Paul  needed  a  Barnabas,  or  some 
other  true  yoke-fellow,  to  strengthen 
his  hands  and  encourage  his  heart  I 
have  a  few  holy  women,  who  are  my 
hope  and  joy.  They  are  prompt  and 
diligent  when  elders  do  nothing  and 
the  male  members  generally  excuse 
themselves. 


PREACHERS  SEEKING  POLITICAL  DISTINC- 
TION. 

There  are  some  features  in  our 
recent  state  election  that*  may  be  of 
some  interest  to  yourself  and  some 
others ;  not  so  much  for  their  political 
as  for  their  moral  and  religious  bearing. 

For  the  highly  responsible  office  of  a 
representative,  to  fill  a  seat  in  our  state 
legislature,  five  men  declared  them- 
selves candidates  by  taking  the  stump 
and  painting  in  glowing  colors  their 
ample  qualifications.  We,  the  people, 
were  not  a  little  astonished  on  hearing 
that  they  either  had  been,  or  were  im- 
mediately about  to  become,  pre-emi- 
nently talented  and  useful  statesmen. 
But,  of  course,  after  their  most  positive 
declarations  all  doubts  must  have  been 
removed  at  once  and  forever.  A  minute 
analysis  of  the  leading  traits  of  charac- 
ter  embraced  by  the  fraternity  would 
be  quite  a  curiosity  in  several  respects. 
Their  habits  and  personal  appearance 
were  as  various  as  their  religious  prin- 
ciples. One  of  them  is  a  Hicks ite 
Quaker,  another,   a  skeptical  lawyer, 

another,  a preacher,  and  the  other 

two  were — preachers. 

Last  year  no  less  then  fourteen 
preachers  found  seats  in  our  legislative 
halls.  This  fact  has  frequently  been 
mentioned  during  the  summer ;  and, 
for  some  weeks  before  the  election  the 
idea  of  degrading  the  ministry  by  send- 
ing preachers  to  the  legislature  (or 
some  other  idea  equally  efficient  in  pre- 
venting such  a  perversion)  excited  in- 
creasing disrelish,  till  the  result  has 
proved  that  the  people  prefer  to  have 
preachers  "  wait  on  their  ministering." 

Could  such  a  result  be  accomplished 
throughout  this  great  valley,  the  influ- 
cfnce  would  be  happy.     Perhaps   the 

12* 


number  of  novices  now  in  the  ministry 
in  this  country  would  be  greatly  dimin- 
ished. An  aspiring  young  man  knows 
of  no  cheaper  and  more  successful  way 
to  a  lucrative  and  honorable  station  thflii 
that  of  beginning  his  career  as  a 
licensed  exhorter.  Many  an  individual 
in  this  country,  after  accustoming  him- 
self to  public  speaking  as  an  exhorter 
or  preacher,  until  he  either  does  become 
an  acceptable  speaker,  or  thinks  so— and 
then  the  law  or  politics  is  chosen  for  a  . 
livelihood,  and  the  ministry  waits  oa 
any  or  every  thing  else.  Thus  we  have 
our  foVty  preachers  to  a  county,  ai^ 
regular  preaching  scarcely  at  a  single 
point.  The  result  is  what  might  be 
expected,  both  as  it  respects  the  churcHea 
and  the  ministry. 


From  Rev.  J.  H,  Shields^  GreencastU, 
Ind, 

FLUCTUATIONS. 

Since  my  last  report,  there  has  no-' 
thing  unusual  occurred  in  the  field  of 
my  missionary  labor.  I  have  preached 
as  faithfully  as  I  could  to  respectably 
large  and  attentive  congregations,  and 
good,  I  trust,  ha^been  done,  though  we 
have  had  no  special  excitement  on  the 
subject  of  religion,  and  only  two  or  three 
have  been  added  to  our  church.  We 
have  sustained  considerable  loss  this 
season  by  removals  and  death.  Several 
families  have  left  us  and  gone  westward, 
and  others  are  preparing  to  go.  We 
have  lost  also  by  death  three  of  our 
most  active,  devoted  members.  These 
things  reduce  us  in  numbers,  strength 
and  influence ;  and  when  connected 
with  the  present  hard  times,  are  calcu- 
lated greatly  to  discourage  us.  But 
we  hope  that  those  who  leave  us  by 
removal  will  carry  their  influence  with 
them  in  behalf  of  Christ  wherever  they 
may  go.  And  we  have  no  doubt  that 
those  who  are  removed  by  death,  have 
gone  to  receive  their  blessed  reward. 

Our  Sabbath  school,  Bible  class, 
weekly  prayer-meetings,  monthly  con- 
certs and  monthly  missionary  collections, 
are  all  regularly  attended  to.  We  are 
also  doing  something  on  the  temperance 
subject,  and  have  recently  formed  a 
society  in  this  place  for  the  purpose  <tf 
improving  common  school  education. 
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SHALL  I  BE  A  MISSIONABr  f 

THE  DECISION. 

No  act  of  a  man's  life  is  unimportant, 
Consequences  the  most  stupendous  may  re- 
sult from  the  feeling  of  a  moment.  The 
course  of  a  life,  and  even  the  doom  of  a  soul, 
has  often  been  decided  by  a  thoughtless 
breath. 

But  some  acts  involve  greater  responsi- 
bility than  others,  because  of  then:  obviously 
important  bearing.  Such  is  the  deliberate 
selection  of  a  profession  for  life;  or  the 
ehoiceof  a  field  in  which  to  exercise  that 
profession.  And  yet  even  these  great  and  re- 
sponsible decisions  are  often  made  to  depend 
on  the  slightest  causes. 

The  American  Home  Missionary  Society 
has  frequent  experience  of  the  facihty  with 
which  great  questions  of  this  kind  are  de- 
spatched by  those  before  whom  it  lays  the 
missionary  claim.  How  often  have  the 
officers  of  the  Society  spent  hours  in  corres- 
pondence, or  conference  with  a  young  minis- 
ter, with  reference  to  western  fields  of 
labor— answering  his  inquiries,  removing 
his  difficulties,  and  arranging  all  the  details 
preliminary  to  his  entering  on  the  work 
And  yet,  when  the  time  came  for  his  ac- 
tual departure  for  the  field,  he  shrank 
from  the  undertaking,  because  of  some 
trifling  obstacle.  Most  of  the  great  consi 
derations  which  ought  to  have  decided  the 
question,  had  become  so  familiar  as  to  lose 
their  power  of  exciting  the  mind,  and  the 
influential  motive,  at  last,  was  some  opposi 
tion  of  unwilling  friends,  or.  perhaps  some 


passing  whim  or  childish  fear,  that  ought 
never  to  have  governed  a  grown-up  man. 

Well,  the  decision  is  made.  We  judge  not 
the  motive— perhaps  it  was  good ;  the  Lord 
knoweth.  But  that  waiting  and  desolate 
church  in  the  West,  which  for  years  has 
pleaded  for  a  minister — and  to  which  thU 
minister  was  to  go— must  wait  in  deeper 
desolation  still.  The  youth  that  last  year 
were  but  just  held  in  check  by  the  remaining 
energy  of  faith  and  hope,  will,  this  winter, 
break  away  from  the  control  of  their  dis- 
couraged parents;  and  balls  and  rides  and 
dissipation  will  engross  their  hearts.  There 
will  be  no  preachmg,  for  there  will  be  no 
minister ;  and  soon  there  will  be  no  Sabbath. 
The  souls  that  might  have  been  converted, 
will  pass  the  crisis  of  their  destiny;  the 
impressible  hour  will  flee  away;  their  charac- 
ters will  be  formed  without  any  pastor's 
hand  near  to  mould  them  for  heaven.  Had 
a  missionary  gone  there,  there  would  pro- 
bably soon  have  been  seen  all  the  beauty  and 
order  of  christian  society,  the  Sabbath,  the 
revival,  the  communion,  and  songs  of  salva- 
tion and  rejoicing  death-beds;  instead  of  dis- 
soluteness and  blasphemy  and  the  despair 
of  the  dying  impenitent.  On  whom  rests 
the  responsibility  of  all  tfiis  evil  unpre- 
vented— of  all  that  good  not  done  1  How 
much  of  it  belong«  to  the  minister  who  heard 
the  call,  who  felt  its  claim,  and  yet  went 
not! 

How  many  such  ministers  are  there  now 
in  the  East,  ministering  to  churches  that 
could  be  otherwise  supplied,  or  not  minis- 
tering at  all,  who  must  meet  at  the  judg- 
ment the  souls  who  will  have  perished  in 

the  West  through  their  neglect. 


Appointments  by  the  Executive  Committee   of  the  A.  H.  M,  S.,  from  August  1st  to 
September  Ist,  1841. 


Not  in  commission  last  pear. 
Rev.  Ephraim  Taylor,  Western  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Seth  Sraalley,  Whitewater,  Wis.  Ter. 
Rev.  H.  F.  Taylor,  vicinity  «f  Kiugsport,  Ten. 
Rev.  N  Gould,  Homer,  111. 
Rev.  Harvey  Hyde.  Allegan,  Mich. 
Rev.  Solomon  Chaffee,  Troy,  Wis.  Ter. 
Rev.  C.  Ransom.  Hebron,  O. 
Rev.  James  Holmes,  to  go  to  the  West. 
Rev.  E.  G.  Johnson,  Livingstonville,  N.  Y. 
R«v.  Leonard  Rogers,  Geneva,  Wis.  Ter. 


Rev.  C.  C.  CadweJl,  Rochester,  Wis.  Ter. 

Re-appointeeL 
Rev.  Cyrus   Nichols,  Spring,   Sugar   Creek  and 

Gardner's  Prairies,  Wis.  ler. 
Rev.  Jos.  Harrison,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  E.  S.  Huntington,  Pleasant  Grove,  DL 
Rev.  Elias  Child,  Albion,  Mich. 
Rev.  C.  J.  Knowies,  River  Head,  L.  I. 
Rev.  CourtneySmith.Warrensburg  and  Bolton,  N.Y. 
Rev.  H.  G.  Pendleton,  Hennepin,  HI. 
Rev.  N.Kingsbury,  South  Frairieville,  Wis.  Ter»« 
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The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  foUovjing  sums  from  August  ist  to  September  Ist,  1841. 

Receipts  of  the  Central  Jgmcy  at  Vtiea,  N.  K, 
from  June  15«A  to  August  25«A,  1841.  Rev.  A, 
Craiiey  Sec. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 

Aekworth,  Miss  Hannah  Ware,  by  A. 

Kingsbury, 
Hancock,  Mrs.  Betsey  Low  L.  M.,  in  part 

by  C.  C.  Denney, 
MASSACHUSETTS— 
Andover,  South  parish,  of  which  $100  is 

to  const.  Rev.  J.  L.  Taylor  a  L.  O.,  and 

$30  is  from  T.  D.  P.  Stone's  Bible  class, 

to  const,  him  a  L.  M., 
Fitcbburgh,  Mrs.  Lydia  Boutelle, 
Hadley,  legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Jerusha 

Austin,  by  John  Hopkins,  1,342  33 

Hampshire  Miss.  Soc.,  by  £.  Williams, 

Trea., 
Manchester,  ch.  and  cong.  to  const  Rev. 

Oliver  A.  Taylor  a  L.  M., 
CONNECTICUT— 
Brookfield,  Mrs.  Betsey  Pairchild,  by  W. 

Stebbins, 
Cheshire,  coll.  by  do. 
Fairfield  co..  H.  M.  S.,  G.  St.  John,  Tr.,  viz : 

JB>idgebury  branch, 

Ridgefield        do. 
Greenwich,  2d  ch.  and  cong.,  by  Jonas 

Mead, 
North  Greenwich,  colL,  by  Rev.  C.  Wil- 
cox, 
Stonington,  Miss.  Soc,  by  Miss  L.  A. 

Sheffield, 
Walliiigford,  cong.,  by  Rev.E.  R.  Gilbert, 
NEW-YORK— 
Brooklyn,  viz : 

First  Presb.  Ch.,  John  Rankin,' 

Second  Presb.  Ch.,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc., 
by  Mrs.  Young, 

Legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Hannah  Wood- 
hull,  by  T.  H.  Mills,  Ex'r., 


5  17 
10  00 


314  46 
6  00 


250  00 
40  00 


1  00 

2  a3 


18  63 
23  22 


125  43 
29  37 


20  00 
55  60 


20  00 
43  35 


Constantia,  Rev.  P.  Camp, 
New- York  city,  viz : 
Bleecker-st.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con.  coll.,  by  M. 

Wilbur, 
Oarmine-st.  Ch.,  Sab.  School,  by  Mr. 

Crane, 
S.  C.  Hills  L.  M.,  in  part, 
Mrs.  Electa  Howell, 
Pen  Yan,  H.  M.  S.,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Judd,  Tr., 
Rochester,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  Charles  M. 
Lee,  by  Rev.  T.  Edwards, 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Connecticut  Farms,  in  full  to  const  Rev. 

Robert  Street  a  L.  D., 
Elizabethport,  First  Cong.  Ch.,    Mon. 
Con.  coll.,  by  J.  M.  Ropes, 
ILLINOIS— 

Hennepin,  by  Rev.  H.  G.  Pendleton, 
MISSOURI- 
St.  Louis,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 
John  Shackford,  by  W.  M.  Shackford 
and  Mrs.  Jane  Shackford,  Ex'rs., 
A  friend, 
A  clergyman's  daughter. 


1,141  66 
5  00 


12  63 

68  11 
5  00 
3  00 

36  00 

50  00 


70  00 
2  00 


3  62 


1,600  00 

1  00 

38 


JASPER  CORNING,  Treasurer.       $5,304  79 


DoTiations  in  Clothing,  fyc. 
Westborough,  Mass.,  Ladies*  Sew.  Circle,  Miss 

Sarah  A.  Fayerwoather,  Sec,  a  box. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  several  bundles. 
New-York  city,  a  young  man,  1  dozen  pair  men's 

calf-skin  boots. 
Norwalk,  Ct,  a  box,  Rev.  E.  Hall,  100  Baptist 

Errors,  50  Law  of  Baptism. 
Smithfield,  N.  Y.,  Ladies,  a  box  valued  at  $75i 


Alder  Creek,  coll.,  9  50 ;  R.  Kimball,  10, 

Bellvflle,  by  C.  B.  Boyd, 

BoonvUle,  in  part, 

Brownville, 

Camden,  bah. 

Champion,  by  H.  H.  Wait, 

Constableville, 

Homer,  by  Dr.  Bradford, 

Hopkinton, 

North  Adams,  in  part, 

Preble,  by  D.  Piatt, 

St.  Lawrence  co.,  D.  M.  S., 

Sackett's  Harbor, 

Salina,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Lansing, 

Sherburn,  bequest  of  Miss  Clarissa  Fol- 
lett,  by  A.  Buckingham, 

Sm.thville,  Mrs.  J.  Smith,  by  N.  Bos- 
worth,  5 ;  coll.,  by  Deac.  Bosworth,  6, 

Smyrna,  by  J.  Foot, 

Syracuse,  Presb.  Ch.,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc, 
Cong.  Ch., 

Watertown,  First  Ch.,  by  A.  Ely, 


19  50 

6  36 

586 

5  00 

10  63 

22  44 

1  50 

140  36 

17  50 

12  09 

18  88 

95  00 

35  35 

40  88 

50  00 

11  00 

18  56 

53  63 

17  50 

65  57 

$647  61 


Receipts  of  the  Western  Jgency  at  Geneva,  N.  1'., 
from  July  ist  to  Sept.  Ist,  1841.  Rev.  J,  A.  Mur- 
ray, Sec, 

Adams  Basin,  by  Abner  Adams,  20  00 

Attica,  G.  B.  Rich,  Esq.,  10 ;  H.  Putnam 
5;  W.  N.  Prestonvl;  others,  17  31, 

Benton  and  Belloua,  Ch., 

Brauchport, 

Bristol, 

Buffalo,  First  Presb.  Ch.,  Ladies*  H.  M. 
S.,  Mrs.  H.  Root,  Trea., 
Pearl-st.  Ch., 
Park  Ch., 

Canoga. 

Dansvilln,  Free  Presb.  Ch., 

Ehht  Bloomfield,  Ladies'  H.  M.  S.,  Mrs. 
Anne  Porter,  Trea.,  37  25;  Anson 
Munson,  20:  Deac.  Buei,  15:  others, 
26  79, 

East  Evans,  by  Rev.  I.  Oaks, 

Geneva,  G.  C.  Seelye,  20;  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Seelyc,  2;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Seelye,  10; 
others,  29  75, 

Hector,  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Piatt, 

Ithaca,  Mrs.  Sarah  Miller  to  make  Mr. 
Joseph  Esty  a  L.  M.,  30 ;  James  M'Kin- 
ney,  10  ;  C.  E.  Hardy,  10 ;  H.  S.  Wall- 
bridge,  5 ;  Mrs.  Herrick,  5 ;  others  in 
part,  74  69, 

Lewiston,  by  Rev.  H.  Cbapin, 

Locke, 

Ludlowville, 

Ovid, 

Parma  and  Greece,  by  H.  Clement, 

Portageville, 

Prattsburgh,  E.  and  B.  Bridges,  25 ;  Ben- 
jamin Bridges,  10, 

Pultney,  O.  F.  Marshall, 

Ripley,  Fem.  Bene  v.  Soc 

Rochester,  by  Rev.  T.  Edwards, 

Seneca  Falls, 

Trumansburgh, 

Warsaw,  Ladies' H.M.  Soc,  Mrs.  Wood- 
ward, Trea., 
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ReeeipU  of  the  PhUudelpkia  Ecme  Minionary  S^ 
eiety  during  the  months  of  May^  June,  and  Jnift 
1841,  Mz;— 


Rockaway,  N.  J.,  bal.  of  colL  in  Pros,  eh.. 
East  W  kitelaud,  Pa.,  coU.  in  Pret.  ch., 
3d  Pre»b.  ch.,  Phila.,  Kuv.  T.  Braiuerd, 

^0;  Charles  Webb,  5*,  Mrs.  VVillianw, 

4;  Mrs.  Fleming,  2;  F.  I.  Dreer,  5} 

J.  Allen,  5;  W.  C.  0  50;  coll.  in  ch., 

by  K.  W.  Davenport,  253 ;  (in  full  of 

418  50,) 
1  St  Presb.  ch.,  Phila.-,  Rot.  A.  Barnes,  50  -, 

W  m.  Purves,  10 ;  Mrs.  R,  1, 
1st  Presb.  ch..  Northern  Liberties,  baL  of 

coll.,  (in  full  of  $»2  89,) 
Bethesda  Presb.  ch.,  Uockbridgeco.,Va., 

coll..  by  Rev.  A.  Converse, 
Mendham  Presb.  ch.,  N.  J.,  bal.  of  coll., 

by  L.  Coukliug, 
Madison  Presb.  ch.,  N.  J.,  coll.,  18  37 ; 

Ladies*  H.  M.  8oc  ,  25. 
Pittscreek  Presb.  ch.,  Md.,  Mrs.  Logan, 

2;  i.  Curtis,  5;  J.  Massey,  5;  8.  W. 

Hargis.  5 ;  W.  S.  Horsly,  1 ;  O.  Logan, 

1 ;  T.  W.  Hargis,  2 }  T.  M.  Hargis,  1 ; 

others,  15  50;   to  constitute  Mr.  H. 

MillsaLM., 
Sd  Presb.  ch.,  New>BruiMwick,  N.  J.,  coll. 

in  ch  ,  by  Kov.  Wm.  Hradley, 
5tb  Presb.  ch.,  Phila.,  Curwin  Stoddard, 

20;  i-:^ Stafford,  10;  Won.  Con.  coll.,  by 

G.  W.  McClelland,  50, 
Elkton,  Md.,  Frisby  Henderson,  Esq., 

by  Kev.  Mr.  Mclntyre, 
Drawyers  and  Port  Penn,  Del.,  bal.  of 

coll.,  by  Kev.  Mr.  Foot, 
Meadville,  Pa.,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc,   by 

Rev.  A.  Converse, 
Christiana,  Del ,  A.  P.  Shannon,  5  i  C. 

and  I.  AUen,  2 ;  Rev.  N.  Patterson,  10, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  5th  Presb.  ch.,  coll.  iu 

part,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hamner, 
Central  ch.,  N.  Liberties,  Wm.  Sanderson, 
Haiuiltonville,  coL  in  Presb.  ch.,  (in  part,) 
Darby,  Pa.,  Cong,  ch.,  coll.,  by  Rev.  M. 

E.  Cross, 
Ist  Indepeudant  ch.,  Phila.,  Youth^s  Miss. 

Soc,  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Shepherd, 
Aaronslmrgh,  Centre  co.,  Pa.,  Presb.  ch., 

(Rev.  F.  D.  Harris',)  James  Duncan, 

Esq.,  50;    David  Duncan,  10;    O.  P. 

Duncan,  10;  Wm.  C.  Duncan,  10, 
Alexandria,  Hunterdon  co.,  N.  J.,  Presb. 

ch.,  bal.  of  coll.,  by  Mr.  Eckle, 
Philadelphia,  Rev.  A.  Converse, 
1st  Presb.  ch.,  Southwark,  bal.  of  coll.,  by 

Rev.  It.  Adair,  (in  full  of  100,) 
Plainfield,  N.  J.,  Presb.  ch.,   by  Rev. 

Lewis  Bond, 
Berlin,  Md.,  Presb.  ch.,  coll., 
Snowhill,  Md.,  Miss.  Soc,  of  Presb.  ch., 

by  John  H.  Done,  Trea., 
Lewes,  Del.,  Presb.  cii.,  Rev.  C.  H.  Mus- 
tard, 5 ;  Richard  L.  West,  5 ;  Lewia 

West, 3;  Dr.  H.  F.Hall, 2;  Wm.  Rus- 
sell, 2 ;  Robt.  West,  2 ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Uuubton,  2 ;  John  W.  Houston,  2 ;  D. 

H.  Houston,  J;  Mr.  M.  H.  Wilson,  2; 

various  others,  20  50 ;  to  const.  Rev. 

C.  H.  Mustard  a  L.  M.,  and  in  part  to 

const.  Mrs.  M.  H.  Mustard  a  L.  M., 
Georgetown,  Del.,  Isaac  Tunnell,  Esq., 
Laurel,  Presb.  ch.,  Del.,  coll.  in  part, 
11th  Presb.  ch.,  Phila., coll.  in  ch.,  in  part, 

by  Mr.  Sprague, 
St.  Georges,  Del.,  Presb.  ch..  Miss  Mary 

A.  Clark,  10  ;  John  Addison,  3 ;  W.  D. 

Clark,  3 ;  others,  5  25 ;  as  far  as  coll., 
Pennsylvania,  *'A  friend,"  through  the 

Post  Office. 
Wostfield,  N.  J.,  Presb.  ch.,  coU.  in  part, 
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Rev.  Joel  Fiek  acknowledges  tiie  receipt  of  the  fol^ 
lowing : 
Keeseville,  N.  Y.,  Cong.  Ch.  cont,  41 ; 
Mon.  Con.  coll.,  in  full  to  conat.  Rev. 
John  Mattocks  a  L.  D.,  $51  00 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Maeeaekueette  Miseummry 
Society  acknowledgee  the  receipt  of  ^u  following 
sums,  from  May  25(A  to  Sept.  let,  viz : — 

Abington,  Ladies'  Benev.  Assoc, 

Charlton,  Calvinistic  Cong.  Soc, 

Ashburuhan,  Mon.  Con., 

East  Medway,  Rev.  Mr.  Barding*s  Soc 
Gent's.  Assoc, 

Woburn,  Fern.  Char.  Soc,  15 ;  Juvenile 
Soc,  5, 
Do.    Deac  E.  Johnson, 

Andover,  Rev.  Mr.  Page's  Soc, 

Tisbury,  Rev.  Mr.  Chase's  Soc, 

Mansfield,  Orthodox  Cong.  Soc, 

Westboro,  Rev.  Mr.  Kiitredge'sSoc, 

Bridgewater,  Fern.  Benev.  Soe., 

S.  Rea<liug,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 

Eastham,  Rev.  Mr.  Hardy's  Soc, 

Tompleton,  Trinitarian  Church, 

Ashby,  Ladies'  Cent.  Soc. 

Attleboro,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc, 

Oxford,  Ladies'  Sew.  Circle, 

Boston,  Widow's  mite, 

Norfolk   Conference,    Jonathan    New- 
comb.  Esq., 

Medway,  legacy  of  Deac.  Asa  Daniels, 

Medfield,  legacy  of  Artemas  Woodward, 
Esq.,  in  part, 

Middlesex,  South   Conference,   Dr.  O. 
Hoyt,  Trea., 

Rutland,  Rev.  Mr.  Clark's  Soc, 

Bedford,  Fem.  Charitable  Soc, 

Brookfield  Assoc,  Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Trea., 

Medway,  Rev.  Mr.  Ide's  Soc,  Mon.  Con., 
do.  do.        do.  Collection, 

Woburn,  South  Cong.  Soc, 

Bedford,  Ladies'  Char.  Soc, 

Templeton,  A  friend, 

Grafton,  Evang  Cong.  Soc, 

North  Falmouth,  Cong.  Soc, 

Newton,  ICast  Parish,  Mon.  Con., 

Marsbfield,  Rev.  Mr.Tappan'sSoCjMon. 
Concert, 

Hardwick,  A  friend, 

Jaffrey,  N.  H.,  for  A.  H.  M.  Soc, 

Harwich,  Cong.  Church, 

North  Chelmsford,  R  ev.  Mr.  Clark'e  Soc, 

Medfiird,  2d  Cong.  Soc, 

Dracut,  Rev.  Mr.  Page's  Soc, 

Duxbury,  from  "  B.  E.  S.," 

Wilmiugtou,  Cong.  Soc, 

Brookfield   Assoc,    Rev.   Mr.  Morris' 
Soc,  Barre, 

Quiucy,  Evangelical  Soc, 

Rowe,  Rev.  Mr.  Guvan's  Soc, 

Stoughton,  Rev.  Mr.  Kddy's  Soc, 

Newburyport,  Ladies'  Gleaning  Circle, 

North  Middleboro',  Rev.  Mr.  Colby's  Soc, 

Bridgewater,  Rev.  Mr.  Gay's  Soc, 

South  Weymouth,  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis's  Soc, 

Salem,  South  Ch.  and  Soc, 

Tabemade  Ch.  and  Soc, 

Essex,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc, 

Gloucester,    do.         do. 
West  Parish, 

Marblehead,  Rev.  Mr.  Niles'  Soc, 

Ipswich,  South  Ch.  and  :i^oc., 

Rockport.  Rev.  Mr.  Gale's  Soc, 

Beverly,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc  Washington>st. 
church, 

Wenham,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc, 

Danvers,  North  Parish, 

Newburyport,  Soc.  for  Promoting  Chris- 
tian Knowledge, 

Manchester,  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor's  Soc, 
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SCRIPTURE  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

[Selected  from  Robinson's  Researches  in  Palestine.] 

THRESHING      FLOORS — TREADING      OUT 
THE   CORN. 


precept  seems  to  show,  that  of  old,  as 
well  as  at  the  present  day,  only  neat 
cattle  were  usually  employed  to  tread 
out  the  grain. 

WOMEN   GRINDING  AT   THE   MILL. 


The  grain,  as  soon  as  it  is  cut,  is 
brought  in  small  sheaves  to  the  thresh- 
ing  floors  on  the  backs  of  asses  or 
sometimes  of  camels.  The  little  donkies 
are  sometimes  so  covered  with  their 
load  of  grain,  as  to  be  themselves  hardly 
visible  ;  one  sees  only  a  mass  of  sheaves 
moving  along  as  if  of  its  own  accord. 
A  level  spot  is  selected  for  the  threshing 
floors  ;  which  are  then  constructed  near 
each  other,  of  a  circular  form,  perhaps 
50  feet  in  diameter,  merely  by  beating 
down  the  earth  hard.  Here  were  no 
less  than  five  such  floors,  all  trodden  by 
oxen,  cows  and  younger  cattle,  arranged 
in  each  case  five  abreast,  and  driven 
round  in  a  circle,  or  rather  in  all  direc- 
tions over  the  floor.  The  sled  or  sledge 
is  not  here  in  use,  though  we  afterwards 
met  with  it  in  the  north  of  Palestine. 
By  this  process  the  straw  is  broken  up 
and  becomes  chaff*.  It  is  occasionally 
turned  with  a  large  wooden  fork,  hav- 
ing two  prongs  ;  and  when  sufficiently 
trodden  is  thrown  up  with  the  same 
fork  against  the  wind,  in  order  to  sepaljjj  household  life.* 
rate  the  grain,  which  is  then  gathered 
up  and  winnowed.  The  whole  process 
is  exceedingly  wasteful,  from  the  trans- 
portation on  the  backs  of  animals  to  the 
treading  out  upon  the  bare  ground. 
The  precept  of  Moses,  "  thou  shalt  not 
muzzle  the  ox  when  he  treadeth  out  the 
corn,"  Deut  25 :  4 — was  not  very  well 
regarded  by  our  christian  friends,  many 
of  their  animals  having  their  mouths 
tied  up ;  while  among  the  Moham- 
medans, I  do  not  remember  ever  to 
havo  seen  an  animal  muzzled.    This 


In  a  tent  a  woman  was  kneeling  and 
grinding  at  the  hand  mill.  These  mills 
are  doubtless  those  of  scriptural  times, 
and  are  similar  to  the  Scottish  quern. 
They  consist  of  two  stones,  about  eigh- 
teen inches  or  two  feet  in  diameter, 
lying  one  upon  the  other,  with  a  slight 
convexity  between  them  and  a  hole 
through  the  upper  to  receive  the  grain. 
The  lower  stone  is  fixed,  sometimes  in 
a  sort  of  cemant,  which  rises  around  it 
like  a  bowl,  and  receives  the  meal  as  it 
falls  from  the  stones.  The  upper  stone 
is  turned  upon  the  lower,  by  means  of 
an  upright  stick  fixed  in  it  as  a  handle. 
We  afterwards  saw  many  of  these  mills ; 
and  saw  only  women  grinding,  some- 
times one  alone,  and  sometimes  two 
together.  The  female  kneels  or  sits 
at  her  task,  and  turns  the  mill  with  both 
hands  feeding  it  occasionally  with  one. 
The  labor  is  evidently  hard ;  and  the 
grating  sound  of  the  mill  is  heard  at  a 
distance,  indicating  (like  our  coffee- 
mills)  the  presence  of  a  family  and  of 


POOLS  OF  SOLOMON,  NEAR  BETHLEHEM* 

Eccl.  2:  6. 

These  three  huge  reservoirs,  built  of 
squared  stones,  and  bearing  marks  of 
the  highest  antiquity,  lie  one  above 
another  in  the  steep  part  of  the  valley^ 


*  Jer.  35 :  10.  I  will  take  from  them  the  voice 
of  mirth,  and  the  voice  of  gladness,  the  voice  of  the- 
bridegroom^  and  the  voice  of  the  bride,  the  sound 
of  the  miU-stones,  and  the  light  of  the  candltt. 
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though  not  in  a  direct  line ;  and  are  so 
situated,  that  the  bottom  of  the  one  is 
higher  than  the  surface  of  the  next 
below,  rising  one  above  another  towards 
the  west  The  top  of  the  side  A^wills  is 
not  entirely  level ;  for  the  water-mark 
extending  from  the  lower  end  along  the 
sides,  strikes  several  feet  below  the  top, 
as  it  reaches  the  upper  end.  The  upper 
pool  was  by  Ho  means  full,  though  the 
whole  of  the  bottom  was  covered  with 
water.  In  the  two  others  water  stood 
only  in  the  lower  part.  In  these  the 
bottom  is  formed  by  the  naked  shelving 
rocks  which  constitute  the  steep  sides 
of  the  valley ;  leaving  only  a  narrow 
channel  through  the  middle  and  having 
several  offsets  or  terraces  along  each 
side.  The  inside  walls  and  bottoms  of 
all  the  reservoirs,  so  far  as  visible,  are 
covered  with  cement ;  and  the  lower 
one  had  been  recently  repaired.  Flights 
of  steps  lead  down  in  various  places  into 
all  the  pools.  The  dimensions  of  these 
pools  is  as  follows :  The  lower  pool — 
length  582  feet ;  breadth  at  the  E.  end 
207  feet,  W.  end  148  feet.  Middle 
pool — length,  423  feet ;  breadth,  E.  end 
250  feet,  W.  end  160  feet  Upper 
pool — length,  380  feet ;  breadth,  E.  end 
236  feet ;  W.  end  229  feet 

The  main  source  from  which  these 
reservoirs  have  always  been  supplied 
(when  supplied  at  all,)  appears  to  be  a 
sunken  fountain,  situated  in  the  open 
and  gradually  ascending  fields.  Here 
one  sees  only  the  mouth  of  a  narrow 
well,  which  at  this  time  was  stopped  by 
a  large  stone,  too  heavy  for  us  to  re- 
move, (Gen.  29 :  2.)  This  is  the  en- 
trance to  the  fountain  below,  which 
my  companion  had  formerly  explored. 
It  cannot  perhaps  be  better  described 
than  in  the  words  of  Maundrell ; 
"  through  this  hole  you  descend  directly 
down,  but  not  without  some  difficulty, 
for  about  four  yards  ;  and  then  arrive  at 
a  vaulted  room  15  paces  long  and  8 
broad.  Joining  to  this,  is  another  room 
of  the  same  fashion,  but  somewhat  less. 
Both  these  rooms  are  covered  with 
handsome  stone  arches,  very  ancient, 
and  perhaps  the  work  of  Solomon  him- 
self. You  find  here  four  places  at 
which  the  water  rises.  From  these 
separate  sources  it  is  conveyed  by  little 
rivulets  into  a  kind  of  basin  ;  and  from 
thence  is  carried  by  a  large  subterrane- 
ous passage  down  to  the  pools. 


UPPEE  AND   LOWER  BETH-HORON. 

Travelling  from  Ramleh  eastward  to 
Jerusalem,  we  came  to  a  village  on  the 
top  of  a  low  ridge,  called  Beit  Ur  el- 
Tahta  (the  lower.)  It  is  small,  but 
the  foundations  of  large  stones  indicate 
an  ancient  site,  doubtless  the  nether 
Beth-horon  of  the  Old  Testament 
The  way  winds  up  along  the  extremity 
of  a  sort  of  promontory,  jutting  out  be- 
tween two  deep  valleys  as  they  issue 
from  the  mountain.  The  ascent  is  very 
rocky  and  rough;  but  the  rock  has 
been  cut  away  in  many  places,  and  the 
rock  formed  into  steps ;  showing  that 
this  is  an  ancient  road.  On  the  first 
oifeet  or  step  of  the  ascent  are  founda- 
tions of  large  stones,  the  remains  per- 
haps of  a  castle  which  once  guarded 
the  pass.  We  came  out  on  the  summit 
of  the  promontory,  where  stands  the 
village  of  Beit  Ur  el-Foka  (the  upper,) 
on  an  eminence  upon  the  very  brow  of 
the  mountain,  with  a  deep  valley  on 
each  side,  both  north  and  south. 

The  village  is  small,  but  exhibits 
traces  of  ancient  walls  and  foundations. 
Just  below  the  little  hill  on  which  it 
stands,  towards  the  east,  is  a  small  but 
very  ancient  reservoir.  There  can  be 
no  question  but  that  the  village  and  the 
one  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain, — 
Beit  Ur,  the  upper  and  lower — repre- 
sent the  ancient  upper  and  lower  Beth- 
horon.  (Josh.  16 :  5, 17 :  13.  1  Chron. 
7:24.) 

The  inhabitants  of  Beit  Ur  seemed  to 
be  mostly  absent,  probably  in  the  fields 
or  the  plains  at  work  during  the  harvest 
We  found  several  women,  and  at  length 
also  one  active  old  man  drawing  water 
at  a  neighboring  well.  He  led  us  to 
the  roof  of  a  house  where  we  had  a 
wide  and  very  distinct  view  of  the 
fcountry.  The  prospect  included  the 
hill  country  and  the  plain  as  far  on  the 
right  and  left  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
A  beautiful  valley  at  our  feet  runs  out 
W.  by  N.  quite  tlu-ough  the  tract  of  hills, 
and  then  bends  off  S.  W.  through  the 
western  plain. 

The  interest  of  this  fine  plain  or 
valley  is  enhanced  by  a  probable  con- 
nection with  a  remarkable  event  of 
Bible  history.  Upon  the  side  of  a  long 
hill  which  skirts  tie  valley  on  the  south, 
we  could  perceive  a  small  village  in 
the  W.  S.  W.  called  Yalo,  which  name 
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cannot  well  be  any  other  than  the 
ancient  Ajalon.  The  broad  vale  on  the 
north  of  it  is  the  valley  of  Ajalon  so 
renowned  in  the  history  of  Joshua. 
Here  it  was,  that  this  leader  of  Israel 
in  pursuit  of  the  five  kings,  having 
arrived  at  some  point  near  upper  Beth- 
horon,  looked  towards  Gibeon,  and 
down  upon  the  noble  valley  before  him, 
and  uttered  the  celebrated  command, 
**  Sun,  stand  thou  still  on  Gibeon,  and 
thou.  Moon,  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon." 
(Josh.  10:12.) 

A  PROSPECT  liEAR  NAZARETH. 


After  breakfast,  I  walked  out  alone 
to  the  top  of  the  hill  over  Nazareth, 
where  stands  the  neglected  Wely  (tomb) 
of  Neby  Ismail.     Here  quite    unex- 
pectedly a  glorious  prospect  opened  on 
the  view.    The  air  was  perfectly  clear 
and  serene,  and  I  shall  never  forget  the 
impression  I  received,  as  the  enchant- 
ing panorama  burst  suddenly  upon  me.  | 
There   lay  the   magnificent    plain   of) 
Esdraelon,  or  at  least  all  its  western  | 
part;  on  the  left  was  seen  the  round! 
top  of  Tabor  over  the  intervening  hills, ' 
with  portions  of  the  Little  Hermon  and  j 
Gilboa,  and  the  opposite  mountains  of  | 
Samaria.    Then  came  the  long  line  of  j 
Carmel  itself,  extending  far  out  into  the  | 
sea  and  dipping  his  feet  in  the  waters. 
In  the   west    lay  the  Mediterranean, 
gleaming  in  the  morning  sun,  including 
the  whole  bay  of  Akka,  and  the  coast 
stretchinff  far  north. 

Seatii^  myself  in  the  shade  of  the 
Wely,  I  remained  for  some  hours  upon 
this  spot,  lost  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  wide  prospect,  and  of  the  events 
connected  with  the  scene  around.  In 
the  village  below,  the  Saviour  of  the 
world  had  passed  his  childhood ;  and 
although  we  have  few  particulars  of  his 
life  during  those  early  years,  yet  there 
are  certain  features  of  nature  which 
meet  our  eyes  now  just  as  they  met  his. 
He  must  often  have  visited  the  foun- 
tain by  which  we  pitched  our  tent ;  his 
feet  must  frequently  have  wandered 
over  the  adjacent  hills,  and  his  eyes, 
doubtless,  have  gazed  upon  the  splendid 
prospect  from  this  very  spot.  Here  the 
Prince  of  peace  looked  dovm  upon  the 
great  plain,  where  the  din  of  battles  so 
oft  had  rolled,  and  the  garments  of  the 


warrior  been  died  in  .blood ;  and  he 
looked  out  too  upon  that  sea,  over  which 
the  swift  ships  were  to  bear  the  tidings 
of  his  salvation  to  nations  and  to  conti* 
nents  then  unknown.  How  has  the 
moral  aspect  of  things  been  changed ! 
Battles  and  bloodshed  have  indeed  not 
ceased  to  desolate  this  unhappy  country, 
and  gross  darkness  now  covers  the  peo- 
ple ;  but  from  this  region  a  light  went 
forth  which  has  enlightened  Ae  world 
and  unveiled  new  climes  ;  and  now  the 
rays  of  that  light  begin  to  be  reflected 
back  from  distant  isles  and  continents, 
to  illuminate  aneW  the  darkened  land 
where  it  first  sprung  up. 


FOUNDATIONS     LAID 

Luke  6 : 


ON 

48. 


THE      ROCK. 


The  day  was  warm ;  we  held  our 
devotional  exercises  in  our  tent ;  but 
were  glad  towards  noon  to  accept  an 
invitation  from  Abu  Nasir,  as  he  re- 
turned from  the  services  of  the  Greek 
church,  and  join  him  at  his  house. 
Here  we  found  the  rooms  of  stone  much 
cooler  than  our  tent.  The  house  had 
just  been  built,  and  was  not  yet  finished. 
In  order  to  lay  the  foundations,  he  had 
dug  down  to  the  solid  rock,  as  is  usual 
throughout  the  country;  here  to  the 
depth  of  thirty  feet ;  and  then  built  up 
arches.  The  workmanship  was  solid 
but  coarse ;  he  assured  us,  it  was  the 
best  work  the  masons  of  Nazareth  could 
turn  out  The  want  of  timber  in  the 
country  is  much  felt  in  building ;  and 
for  this  reason,  in  the  south  at  least, 
most  rooms  are  arched.  The  little  which 
Abu  Nasir  used,  was  pine,  brought,  like 
the  cedars  of  old,  from  Mount  l^banon. 

Jacob's  well,  at  nabulus  (shechem.) 
John  iv. 

The  well  bears  evident  marks  of  an- 
tiquity, but  was  now  dry  and  deserted ; 
it  was  said  usually  to  contain  living 
water,  and  not  to  be  filled  merely  by  the 
rains.  A  large  rftone  was  laid  loosely 
over,  or  rather  in,  its  mouth ;  and  as 
the  hour  was  now  late  and  the  twilight 
nearly  gone,  we  made  no  attempt  to 
remove  the  stone  and  examine  the 
vaulted  entrance  below.  We  also  had 
no  line  with  us  at  the  moment,  to  mea- 
sure the  well ;  but  by  dropping  in  stones, 
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we  could  perceive  that  it  was  deep, 
(John  4 :  11.)  Maundrell  describes  the 
well  as  covered  by  "an  old  stone  vault" 
into  which  he  descended  by  a  narrow 
hole  in  the  roof,  and  there  found  the 
proper  mouth  of  the  well  with  a  broad 
flat  stone  upon  it  He  removed  the 
stone  and  measured  the  well.  **  It  is 
dug  in  a  firm  rock,  about  three  yards  in 
diameter,  and  35  in  depth  ;  hve  we 
found  fuU  of  water."  Mr.  Hebard  and 
Mr.  Homes  had  descended  into  the 
vaulted  chamber  early  in  May.  The 
latter  also  measured  the  depth,  and 
found  it  to  be  about  105  feet  A  year 
later,  in  April,  1839,  my  friend  Rev.  S. 
Calhoun,  found  water  in  the  well,  ten 
or  twelve  feet  deep. 


secretary  of  that  association,  some  ten 
years  since,  I  learned  the  fact,  that 
some  of  those  boys  had  entered  the 
sacred  office,  and  were  then  proclaim- 
ing the  Grospel  to  dyin?  men ;  while 
others  were  acting  as  deacons  in  the 
church  of  God.  How  far  the  children 
in  other  Sabbath  schools  are  encouraged 
to  engage  in  similar  labors,  I  am  not 
able  to  say,  but  have  no  doubt  of  the 
fact,  that  ypung  disciples  cannot  be  too 
early  trained  to  labor  in  the  vineyard 
of  their  Lord  and  Master. 


CHILDREN   EMPLOYED  IN  DOING  GOOD. 
[From  a  Clergyman  in  the  Weit] 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hoxton  Sabbath  school  in 
London,  and  there  spent  in  my  early 
days  a  very  interesting  portion  of  my 
life.  My  memory  will  never  fail  to 
recur  to  events  that  occurred  in  that 
nursery  of  the  church  of  God,  till  the 
latest  hour  of  my  earthly  pilgrimage. 
Among  other  reminiscences  I  have 
often  recalled  our  efforts  as  a  Juvenile 
Tract  Society,  with  peculiar  pleasure. 
Several  of  the  scholars  were  hopefully 
pious  and  were  in  the  habit  of  contribu- 
ting each  a  penny  a  week  for  the  pur- 
chase of  tracts ;  and  at  the  end  of 
every  month,  when  each  of  the  pupils 
received  his  supply,  they  were  distribu- 
ted in  that  part  of  the  city  where  the 
school  was  located.  Once  in  each 
month,  also,  we  held  a  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  report  of  our 
labors,  which  was  always  attended  by 
some  of  our  teachers.  How  much  good 
may  have  resulted  from  these  labors, 
the  last  day  will  reveal.  But  whatever 
may  have  been  the  results  to  others, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  those  who 
were  engaged  in  these  labors  were 
greatly  benefitted.  It  would  be  plea- 
sant and  profitable,  could  we  learn  the 
history  of  these  young  disciples,  to  con- 
template the  influence  of  this  early 
training  on  their  subsequent  usefulness. 
From  a  letter  which  I  received  from  the 


DEATH   BED    CONTRASTS. 
[From  a  Western  Missionary.] 

One  of  the  dear  youth  of  my  flock 
has  just  been  borne  to  the  silent  tomb, 
having  been  cut  down  in  a  most  sud- 
den and  unexpected  manner.  But  our 
mourning  is  not  that  of  those  who  have 
no  hope.  In  childhood  she  espoused 
the  cause  of  Christ,  and  found  him 
precious  when  every  earthly  support 
failed,  and  rejoiced  that  she  could, 
through  faith,  look  forward  to  the  grave 
as  a  place  where  the  wicked  cease  from 
troubling  and  the  weary  are  at  rest 

Scarcely  had  we  returned  from  bear- 
ing her  remains  to  the  grave,  before 
another,  an  impenitent  young  married 
man,,  in  sliding  from  a  load  of  grain  had 
his  body  pierced  from  6  to  12  inches  by 
a  sharp  stake  attached  to  the  wagon, 
and  there  suspended  several  feet  from 
the  ground  till  a  man  in  comply  with 
him,  could  get  upon  the  load  and  reach 
down  and  raise  him  by  the  greatest  ex- 
ertion from  his  most  excruciating  posi- 
tion. He  survived  only  three  days  in  the 
greatest  anguish  of  body  and  mind,  and 
died  with  sl  feeble  hope,  obtained,  for  the 
first  time,  amidst  this  convulsion  of 
body  and  soul — deploring  his  folly  in 
spending  the  bloom  of  childhood  and 
youth  amid  Gospel  privileges  and  re- 
vival scenes,  unconcerned  about  his 
eternal  interests,  and  now  compelled  to 
do  his  work  for  a  whole  eternity  in  a  few 
moments  of  anguish.  His  appeals  to 
his  impenitent  friends  and  neighbors, 
who  were  trying  to  minister  to  his 
wants  and  alleviate  his  sufierings,  were 
the  most  touching  and  calculated  to 
awaken  the  most  stupid  and  melt  the 
most  obdurate. 
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Go, Preach  the  Gospel  .... 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sestt? 


Mark  xvi.  15. 
.  Rom,  X.  16. 


T«l.  XIV. 
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N«.  7. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  A.  H.  M.  S. 


TEXAS. 

From  Rev,  P.  W.  Warriner,  Jasper  co.^ 
Texas, 

I  received  your  commission  with 
heartfelt  gratitude,  both  to  your  Society 
and  to  the  Great  Giver  of  every  good 
gift.  Never  have  I  been  in  a  situation 
in  which  help  was  so  much  needed ;  and 
80  long  a  time  had  elapsed  since  my  ap- 
plication that  I  had  almost  given  up  the 
hope  of  assistance. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  I  have 
been  able  to  preach  every  Sabbath. 
When  the  weather  is  not  too  warm  or 
too  rainy,  or  too  cold  to  prevent  the  peo- 
ple from  coming  out,  I  have  a  school 
house  full  at  my  place  of  residence. 
There  are,  however,  but  three  Presby- 
terians in  our  neighborhood,  and  two 
other  professors,  the  one  a  Methodist 
and  the  other  a  Campbellite.  I  have 
not  yet  been  into  St  Augustine  county. 
Two  Sabbaths  I  spent  twelve  miles 
south  of  where  I  reside,  and  had  very 
interesting  and  attentive  congregations. 
I  have  also  passed  three  Sabbaths  in 
Sabine  county;  two  of  them  in  the 
town  of  Sabine,  on  the  river  of  that 
name.  Although  it  is  a  small  town, 
some  of  the  people  are  anxious  that  I 
should  preach  to  them.  I  spent  the  last 
Sabbath  there,  and  am  to  be  with  them 
again  in  five  weeks,  when  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  organize  a  church  of  ten 
or  twelve  members.     Some  of  these 
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reside  12  or  14  miles  distant  from  town. 
This  place  is  40  miles  from  my  resi- 
dence, and  on  the  road  there  are  but  six 
houses.  The  country  is  new,  and  the 
roads  bad,  so  that  it  takes  a  part  of  two 
days  to  go,  and  the  same  to  return. 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  region  so  new, 
and  where  all  the  foundations  of  society  are 
yet  to  be  laid,  the  people  raise  but  little  for 
the  support  of  the  Gospel.  From  fifty  to 
seventy-five  dollars  is  all  that  this  mission- 
ary will  probably  receive  from  his  hearers, 
and  none  of  that  in  money. 

AN  OPPOETUNITT  FOE  THE  BENEVOLENT. 

I  have  a  small  Sabbath  school,  con- 
sisting of  18  scholars,  and  often  I  am 
the  o3y  teacher.  I  have  recently  been 
endeavoring  to  form  a  Bible  class,  and 
have  succeeded  in  getting  four  members, 
and  expect  four  more  soon.  We  have 
no  S.  School  library  except  some  tracts 
which  Mr.  M.  and  I  brought  with  us  into 
this  country. 

Does  not  this  case  appeal  strongly  to  the 
friends  of  religious  education  in  the  United 
States ;  and  will  not  some  of  our  christian 
friends — ^perhaps  some  of  our  youthful  con- 
tributors in  the  favored  Sabbath  schools  of 
New-England— send  a  few  small  libraries  to 
be  employed  by  Mr.  Warriner  at  the  stations 
where  he  preaches,  in  that  neglected  country? 
His  letter  goes  on  to  state  :— 
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November, 


The  hope  of  usefcQness  among  this 

rjople  is  mostly  confined  to  the  young, 
have  scholars  in  my  school,  12  or  14 
years  old,  that  never  heard  a  prayer  till 
they  came  to  the  school. 

I  should  rejoice  to  see  pious  people 
in  the  TJ.  States  turning  their  thoughts 
this  way,  and  coming  in  among  us.  I 
have  found  some  members  of  our 
Church  who  have  been  here  four  or  five 
years,  but  never  saw  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman  before  I  called  on  them.  To 
sit  down  and  hear  them  express  their 
gratitude  for  being  once  more  permitted 
to  hear  the  Gospel  from  the  lips  of  one 
of  their  own  ministers,  is  sufficient 
compensation  for  a  long  ride  through 
the  woods  and  over  bad  roads. 


sickness  of  my  family,  and  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  resume  it 

We  have  adopted  this  summer  a 
series  of  subjects  for  recitation  by  the 
members  of  our  Sabbath  schools,  on  the 
plan  of  Newcombe.  This  has  proved 
a  pleasant  and  profitable  exercise. 

In  the  temperance  cause  we  have  en- 
deavored to  keep  up  an  interest  by  cir- 
culating 40  copies  of  the  Temperance 
Herald  monthly.  On  the  whole,  we 
hope  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer  is 
making  some  progress  here  ;  but  there 
are  many  obstacles  which  nothing  but 
the  Spirit  of  God  can  remove. 


MISSOURI. 

From  Rev.  J.  L,  Frary,  Apple  Creek, 
Cape  Girardeau  co..  Mo. 

We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
reception  of  my  commission  for  the 
present  year.  We  thank  the  King  of 
Zion  that  He  has  cfisposed  and  enabled 
you  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  these 
churches,  situated  on  the  borders  of 
western  civilization  and  Christianity. 
Without  it  they  could  not  enjoy  the 
regular  ministration  of  the  word  and 
ordinances  of  the  Grospel,  nor  "hold 
forth"  to  those  around  them  the  "  word 
of  life"  in  the  manner  best  calculated 
to  secure  their  salvation. 

My  labors  during  the  summer  have 
been  limited  by  my  own  ill  health  and 
the  sickness  of  my  family ;  yet  I  have 
been  able  to  preach,  for  the  most  part, 
twice  on  the  Sabbath,  and  once  on 
Wednesday,  besides  preaching  at  two 
"  communion  seasons,"  one  of  three  days 
at  the  second  Apple  Creek  church,  a 
small  church  12  miles  from  here  ;  and 
one  of  two  days  at  Brazeau  church 
without  assistance.  The  attendance  on 
preaching  has  generally  been  good. 

We  commenced  in  June,  previous  to 
the  communion,  a  regular  paslxjral  visita- 
tion of  all  the  members  of  this  church, 
some  of  the  elders  accompanying  me. 
We  spent  three  days  in  this  manner, 
pfleasantly,  and  I  hope,  profitably.  We 
were  interrupted  in  this  labor  by  the 


AFFLICTIONS  MAKE  MERCIES  SWEETER. 

In  the  Home  Missionary  for  September,\ 
p.  101,  we  published  an  extract,  headed 
"Pray  for  the  Missionary."  The  writer 
stated  that  his  eldest  child  lay  sick  from  a 
violent  bilious  attack,  and  added:  "While 
I  write  this,  the  pulse  beats  strong  on  my 
brain,  and  fever  rages  through  my  veins,  and 
I  am  fully  aware  that  this  is  my  last  act  of 
labor  before  lying  down  on  a  sick  bed. 
Whether  God  will  cause  it  to  be  unto  death, 
or  only  as  a  chastisement  in  kindness,  I 
know  not ;  nor  am  I  now  anxious.  I  leave 
the  matter  with  him,  and  know  that  *  His 
providence'  will '  unfold  the  book,  and  make 
his  counsels  shine.' " 

The  following  later  intelligence  from  this 
missionary  will  be  read  with  interest  by  those 
who  not  only  prayed  for  him,  but  also  minis- 
tered to  his  necessities. 

The  quarter  has  been  one  of  joys  and 
of  sorrows,  of  bereavement  and  blessing. 
In  the  beginning  of  it  I  was  laid  on  my 
bed  for  more  than  a  week  with  bilious 
fever.  At  the  same  time  my  eldest 
child  lay  in  the  same  room  under  a 
severe  attack  of  the  same  character. 
She  recovered  but  slowly ;  but  lest  the 
cloud  should  look  too  dark,  the  gracious 
Father  provided  something  to  cheer  us 
even  there.  He  gave  me  a  more  sweet 
sense  of  dependence  on  him,  and  of  his 
faithfulness  to  provide  for  the  wants  of 
his  creatures.  Our  people  here  were 
very  kind  to  us,  in  looking  into  our 
wants,  and  rendering  us  any  assistance 
they  could. 
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While  we  lay  thus  burning  under  a 
high  fever,  **  mail  day"  came,  and  one 
of  our  neighbors  brought  us  from  the 
office  two  letters.  One  was  from  a 
fbmale  member  of  this  little  church, 
who  had  married  and  moved  away,  ask- 
ing for  a  dismission  and  enclosing  a  five 
dollar  note.  The  other  was  from  your 
own  hand,  telling  of  the  box  of  goods 
you  had  shipped  to  us,  from  the  ladies 
of  Madison,  New- Jersey.  And  here  I 
may  say,  I  do  not  know*that  any  act  of 
kindness  I  ever  received  affected  me  as 
deeply  as  that  did.  Will  you  tender  to 
them  our  most  sincere  thanks  for  their 
benevolence  to  those  whom  they  never 
saw.  I  hope,  when  they  see  the  result 
of  that  box,  as  they  will  at  the  ^at 
day  of  final  settlement  of  all  thmgs, 
that  their  hearts  may  then  thrill  with 

Eurer  and  higher  joy  even,  than  ours 
ave  done  in  me  reception  of  it ;  and  if 
so  they  will  be  well  repaid.  The  box 
has  been  safely  received.  Never  did 
any  thing  come  in  better  time. 

Next  in  the  line  of  distress  came 
two  more  cases  of  fever  in  my  family — 
one  of  them,  my  mother-in-law ;  which 
last  case  resulted  in  death,  in  about  two 
weeks  from  the  time  she  was  taken 
sick.  So  you  will  at  once  see,  that 
from  these  causes,  I  have  been  a  good 
deal  hindered  from  laboring  among  the 
people  ;  and  yet  this  quarter  has  been 
unusually  blessed. 


PROTRACTED  COMMXTNION  SERVICES. 

From  Rev,  F.  R.  Gray,  N.  Providence 
and  Nei^ark,  Mo, 

According  to  our  arrangements,  I 
preach  here  two  Sabbaths  in  each  month, 
and  one  at  Newark ;  and  one  Sabbath 
in  each  month  is  left  to  fill  vacant  places 
around,  or  assist  in  protracted  meetings 
as  the  case  may  be.  That  last  named 
Sabbath  in  the  month  of  June,  I  was 
to  have  gone  with  President  Groodrich, 
of  Marion  college,  to  Monticello,  about 
20  miles  north  of  us,  to  hold  a  meeting 
of  four  or  five  days ;  but  we  were  both 
sick,  and  therefore  failed.  The  vacant 
Sabbath  in  July,  brother  Tucker,  of 
Hannibal,  and  I,  spent  together  in  bro- 
ther Eustace's  congregation,  in  Monroe 


county,  about  45  miles  south-west  of 
this.  Brother  Eustace  was  absent  at 
the  East,  and  the  Campbellites  were 
about  to  run  away  with  every  thing 
there.  We  preached  there  four  days, 
and  administered  tiie  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  interest  waked  up  among  the 
people  on  the  subject  of  religion.  Since 
that  I  have  spent  but  one  Sabbath  out 
of  my  congregation  here. 

"  FEAST  OF  TABERNACLES." 

We  held  a  protracted  meeting  in  this 
place,  commencing  on  Thursday,  Aug. 
12 ;  and  as  our  people  are  very  much 
scattered,  they  usudly  make  their  a% 
rangements  to  make  this  season  once^a 
year,  a  kind  of  "  feast  of  tabernaclesi" 
They  have  built  them  camps  at  the  place 
of  meeting ;  they  prepare  all  their  pro- 
visions before  the  meeting  commences, 
and  then  move  their  families,  beds,  &c., 
to  the  place,  and  live  in  their  camps  till 
the  meeting  is  over.  You  can  form  no 
definite  idea  of  these  meetings  unless 
you  have  seen  them.  Most  persons 
that  I  have  seen  from  your  part  of  the 
country,  think  they  ought  not  to  be 
allowed ;  and  yet  I  never  saw  one  (rf 
them  attend  one  of  these  meetings  here 
who  did  not  say  at  the  close  of  it,  they 
believed  every  country  church  ought  to 
hold  one  at  least  once  a  year.  The 
order  is  as  follows  : — a  prayer  meeting 
at  sunrise  ;  then,  family  worship  at  the 
camps;  then  breakfast ;  a  public  prayer 
meeting  at  9  o'clock ;  a  sermon  at  11 
o'clock ;  sermon  at  1  o'clock ;  dinner ; 
prayer  meeting  at  5  o'clock ;  a  sermon 
at  half  past  7  o'clock ;  then  family  wor- 
ship at  all  the  camps,  which  closes  the 
services  of  the  day.  Every  thing  is  as 
orderly  as  it  is  in  any  of  the  churches. 
Whenever  necessary  we  hold  a  meeting 
for  inquirers  at  one  of  the  camps,  at  the 
same  time  the  prayer  meetings  are  held 
at  9  and  5  o'clock. 

This  season  was  this  year  peculiarly 
blessed.  I  never  saw  any  thing  in  this 
world  that  seemed  to  have  as  much,  of 
what  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  spirit  of 
Heaven,  as  was  manifest  at  that  meet- 
ing. The  people  not  only  loved  one 
another,  but  loved  the  very  ground  and 
seats,  and  every  thing  about  the  place. 
There  were  during  the  meeting  betweei^ 
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20  and  30  hopeful  conversions ;  a  part 
were  persons  who  will  join  the  church 
at  Marion  college,  being  more  con- 
venient to  that  place  thMi  this.  The 
meeting  was  continued  until  Wednes- 
day at  one  o'clock.  Many  were  anxious 
to  continue  longer;  some  said,  if  it 
were  possible  and  right,  just  to  live 
there  and  wait  upon  God  until  they  died, 
they  would  wish  not  to  go  home  and 
mix  with  the  world  any  more. 

We  had  with  us  during  the  meeting, 
as  ministers,  brothers  Goodrich  and 
Blatchford,  of  Marion  college,  and  bro- 
ther Tucker,  of  Hannibal.  Brother  W. 
W.  Robertson,  of  Ohio,  and  brother 
Inskeep,  from  the  Missouri  River,  were 
^ith  us  a  part  of  the  time.  When  the 
meetings  were  concliided  here,  a  pro- 
tracted meeting  was  immediately  com- 
menced at  Marion  college,  which  also 
was  greatly  blessed.  There  have  been 
above  70  hopeful  conversions  in  these 
two  places.  There  are  only  three  stu- 
dents of  Marion  college  who  are  not 
now  professors  of  religion,  and  not 
many  persons  in  either  congregation 
who  regularly  attend  meetings  for  wor- 
ship, who  are  not  professors  of  religion. 

Two  weeks  ago  I  assisted  at  a  meet- 
ing in  Monroe  county  ;  the  result  was 
26  hopeful  conversions.  It  was  an  in- 
teresting season  in  a  vacant  congrega- 
tion, which  brother  A.  Wright  supplies 
occasionally  ;  they  are  now  very  anxious 
to  have  a  minister,  and  would  nearly  or 
quite  support  him  now,  if  they  could 
have  an  efficient  man.  No  other  would 
do  much  good  in  that  region. 

We  recently  held  a  meeting  at  New- 
ark ;  commenced  on  Friday  P.  M.,  and 
closed  on  Tuesday  P.  M.  Brothers 
Goodrich  and  Blatchford  were  with  me 
there,  and  both  labored  with  great  effi- 
ciency. We  felt  that  we  had  the  pre- 
sence and  power  of  God's  Spirit  with  us. 
There  were  about  30  cases  of  hopeful 
conversion ;  24  have  made  a  profession 
of  religion,  and  six  or  seven  will  possibly 
go  to  9ie  Methodist  or  Baptist  churches. 
Sut  while  many  were  there  turning  to 
the  Lord,  some  of  Satan's  servants  were 
more  busy  than  usual.  A  company 
were  engaged  a  few  nights  before  the 
meeting  commenced,  around  the  card 
table,  and  over  the  whiskey  bottle.  I 
was  told  that  they  actually  took  their  card 
table  out  of  doors,  and  when  they  had 


become  pretty  drunk,  in  most  profane 
mockery  administered  the  Lord^s  Sup- 
per, and  called  on  the  Presbyterians,  the 
Methodists  and  others  to  come  and  par- 
take, saying  it  was  the  Lord's  Table, 
using  all  the  time  the  most  horrid  oaths 
they  could  devise. 

During  this  quarter,  18  have  been 
added  to  New-Providence  church ;  15 
on  profession,  and  threfe  on  certificate. 
Twenty-four  have  fieeti  added  to  the 
Newark  church,  all  on  profession. 


WISCONSIN. 

**  WHERE  THERE  IS  NO  VISION  THE  PEO- 
PliE  PERISH." 

Our  place  of  meeting  is  still  a  private 
house,  small  and  uncomfortable  ;  yet  it 
is  usually  well  filled,  and  methinks  the 
interest  is  increasing.  This  has  always 
been  a  stronghold  of  infidelity  from  its 
first  settlement ;  and  a  large  share  of 
the  influence  is  still  on  that  side  of  the 
question.  Paine's  Age  of  Reason  is 
read  with  avidity  in  many  families,  and 
its  doctrines  are  boldly  and  strenuously 
advocated  by  men  of  influence.  Not  a 
few  mothers  drink  in  this  poison. 

Was  it  wise  for  the  churches  q{  our  coun  try 
to  leave  that  settlement  to  form  and  take 
its  character  without  any  Gospel  to  mould 
its  principles  7  There  are  now  in  the  process 
of  settlement  hundreds  of  other  neighbor- 
hoods ;  shall  they  too  be  neglected,  till  even 
the  MOTHEBs  become  the  advocated  and 
teachers  of  the  most  blasphemous  infidelity  1 


AFFECTING  EXTRACT. 

The  reason  why  the  full  amount  applied 
for  in  behalf  of  this  missionary  was  not 
granted,  was,  that  the  Executive  Committee 
had  not  the  means  to  do  it  consistently  with 
other  claims.  The  responsibility  of  the*  pri- 
vation and  suflering  endured  by  ministers 
on  the  outposts  of  Zion,  falls  upon  those 
who  withhold  from  the  treasury  of  the  Lord 
the  means  of  relief. 

I  waited  with  no  little  anxiety  for  njy 
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commission,  and  was  rejoiced  to  receive 
it ;  but  was  not  a  little  disappointed  to 
perceive  that  the  full  amount  asked  was 
not  granted.  My  children  are  growing 
up  in  ignorance  for  want  of  the  means 
to  educate  them.  My  wife  is  wearing 
away  her  life  for  the  want  of  assistance 
in  her  family  concerns.  From  month 
to  month  she  toils  on  with  four  children, 
in  a  house  without  any  eastern  con- 
veniences attached  to  it,  often  for  weeks 
in  succession  destitute  of  sugar,  coffee, 
tea,  fruit,  and  almost  every  thing  that 
belongs  to  the  class  of  luxuries,  that 
someSiing  may  yet  remain  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  those  starving  for  the 
bread  of  life.  The  Missionary  Herald 
and  the  Home  Missionary  are  the  only 
publications  I  take,  for  the  want  of 
means.  I  lost  my  Hebrew  books  several 
years  since,  and  have  not  been  able  to 
replace  them.  New  books  I  cannot 
procure,  for  it  is  difficult  to  save  money 
enough  ^ven  for  postage. 


ILUNOIS. 


Fr(ym,  Rev.  B.  F.  Morris,  Warsaw,  HI 

In  one  of  my  former  reports,  [Home 
Miss,  for  May  last,  p.  11,]  I  spoke  of  the 
importance,  and  natural  advantages  of 
this  point  So  far  as  nature  is  concern- 
ed, every  thing  desirable  has  been  done. 
The  position  is  favorable  for  health — 
the  climate  is,  on  the  whole,  salubrious 
and  desirable ;  the  county — for  fifty 
and  sixty  miles  in  the  interior,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  flows  to  this  place, — is 
fertile,  almost  as  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  and  every  feature  conspires  to 
to  render  this  village — at  no  distant  day 
— one  of  the  first,  above  the  city  of  St 
Louis.  Yet,  whilst  God  has  thus  sig- 
nally blessed  them,  the  people,  in  the 
mass,  have  as  signally  and  obviously 
departed  from  Him. 

MORMONS. 

This  deluded,  fanatical  and  ignorant 
sect,  is  about  to  be  poured  upon  us  by 
thousands.  Measures  have  been  con- 
summated, by  which  the  Mormons  will 
settle  on  a  section  of  land  adjoining 
Warsaw ;  and  thus,  like  the  locusts  of 

13* 


Egypt,  consume  every  green  thing  in 
the  land,  and 'wither  away,  so  far  as 
they  can,  every  vestige  of  godliness. 
Joe  Smith,  who,  you  know,  is  the  pro- 
phet of  this  people,  has  issued  his  pro- 
clamation, for  his  followers  to  locate  at 
Lower  Warsaw,  as  it  is  to  be  called. 
His  decrees  are  considered  imperative 
and  must  be  obeyed  ;  so  that  in  a  few 
days,  our  roads  will  be  lined  with  the 
wagons  of  this  deluded  people,  coming 
to  settle  at  this  new  "  stake,"  as  they 
call  their  places  of  gathering.  I  have 
no  doubtj  before  two  years  elapse,  two 
or  three  thousand  people  will  be  in  the 
midst  of  us.  In  view  of  this  prospec- 
tive state  of  things,  nearly  all  of  the  old 
citizens  are  anxious  to  sell  their  pro- 
perty, and  many  of  them  I  have  no 
doubt  will  move  away.  There  is,  not 
only  in  this  village  but  all  through  the 
country,  a  strong  disinclination  to  live 
near  the  Mormons. 

THE  FROFHET. 

The  power  of  Smith  over  his  follow- 
ers is  incredible.  He  has  unlimited 
influence,  and  his  declarations  are  as 
the  authority  and  influence  of  the  word 
of  God  itself.  He  is  a  complete  despot, 
and  does  as  he  pleases  with  his  people. 
Some  people  consider  him  a  great  man ; 
I  do  not  He  is  not  possessed  of  a, 
single  element  of  greatness,  unless  it 
be  in  vice  and  blasphemy.  He  is  a 
compound  of  ignorance,  vanity,  arro- 
gance, coarseness,  stupidity  and  vul- 
garity. His  present  unlimited  influ- 
ence, has  been  gained  by  the  force  of 
circumstances,  and  not  by  any  intrinsic 
talents  he  possesses.  He  is  only  the 
outside  agent  of  a  band  of  as  "wicked 
men  as  ever  opposed  the  gospel.  His 
power  and  influence  are  sustained  by 
various  high  orders  of  officials,  such 
as  the  "Presidency,  the  Highpriest- 
hood.  Elders,  Levites,"  and  others, 
whose  name  is  legion.  And  these 
men — having  no  fear  of  God  or  man- 
are  artful,  vigilant  and  wicked.  The 
sect  is  increasing  rapidly.  Their  whole 
number  here  and  in  the  adjoining  coun- 
ties and  in  Iowa,  must  amount  to  from 
ten  to  fifteen  thousand,  the  most  of 
whom  are  in  this  county.  How  far  they 
will  continue  to  increase,  is  known  only 
to  the  Searcher  of  aU  hearts. 
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I  wish  to  state  before  I  close  here, 
one  interesting  fact  It  is  this.  The 
ffreat  body  of  the  Mormons  are  from 
mose  churches  where  the  great  cardi- 
nal doctrines  of  the  Bible  are  kept 
rather  in  the  hack  ground.  Compara- 
tively few  have  had  the  privilege  of  sit- 
ting under  a  thoroughly  educated  min- 
istry, and  thus  of  being  fully  indoctri- 
nated into  the  prime  truths  and  doc- 
trines of  the  Bible.  If  this  be  true, 
and  the  history  of  Mormonism  will 
prove  it  so,  it  will  obviously  follow 
that  just  such  a  ministry  as  the  A.  H. 
M.  S.  aims  to  sustain,  is  th6  ministry 
imperiously  required  by  the  wants  of 
the  West 


A  REVIEW  OF  THREE  TEARS  LABOR  IN  A 
HARD  FIELD. 

The  quarter  which  closed  the  1st  of 
Sept  terminates  another  year  of  mis- 
sionary labor  and  trial,  making  three 
years  that  I  have  been,  in  part,  suppor- 
ted by  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  Eternity  only 
will  reveal  the  full  result  But  I  may 
be  permitted,  in  all  humility,  to  say, 
that  God  has  made  me  the  humble  in- 
strument of  doing  some  good,  in  the 
salvation  of  souls,  and  in  the  preaching 
of  his  glorious  truth.  During  this  brief 
period,  some  thirty  souls  have  been 
converted — a  few  cases  of  a  deeply  in- 
teresting nature ;  backsliders  have  re- 
turned to  their  first  love,  Christians 
have  been  comforted  and  sustained,  and 
lasting  impressions,  it  is  hoped,  made 
on  the  minds  of  the  impenitent  Sab- 
bath schools,  having  under  their  influ- 
ence at  different  times,  several  hundred 
scholars,  have  been  sustained  ;  the 
cause  of  temperance  has  made  consider- 
able advance,  and  secured  a  firmer  hold 
on  the  people ;  prayer  meetings,  where 
Christians  have  been  spiritually  bene- 
fitted,  have  been  held  weekly  and  semi- 
weekly  ;  and  as  many  as  fifty  funeral 
discourses  have  been  preached,  where 
death  and  eternity  were  brought  up  in 
solemn  review.  This  has  been,  in  part, 
done  through  the  agency  of  your  Soci 
ety.  The  results  have  not  been  as 
great  as  could  have .  been  wished,  but 
we  must  not  despise  the  day  of  small 
things.    A  wave  has  been  started  which 


will  not  stop,  whilst  eternity  rolls  on. 
And  we  leave  the  final  results  to  be  dis- 
closed to  the  people  to  whom  I  have 
preached,  and  myself,  at  the  judgment 
seat  of  Christ  I  have  had  some  few 
trials,  but  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
been  constantly  with  me.  I  have  stood 
in  log-cabins  and  preached  the  gospel, 
where  the  bleak  winds  of  winter  have 
chilled  and  almost  frozen  my  body ;  I 
have  stood  on  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, whilst  the  river  scenery  and  the 
prairies  were  clothed  in  the  beautiful 
drapery  of  summer,  and  cried,  Ho,  all 
ye  that  thirst,  come  to  the  water  of  life 
and  drink.  And  in  our  villages  also,  I 
have  proclaimed  the  ffreat  salvation.  I 
hope  the  judgment  day  will  show  that 
some  good  has  been  done ;  and  if  so, 
my  heart  shall  ascribe  all  the  glory  to 
God  and  the  Lamb. 


From  the  Rev.  Lemuel  Hall,  McHenry 
CourUy^  III 

The  cause  of  Christ,  I  think,  advan- 
ces in  the  Virginia  Settlement  The 
congregation  continues  to  be  good  and 
the  number  slowly  increases.  The  Bi- 
ble class  continues  to  be  interesting, 
numbering  from  twenty  to  twenty-five. 
The  Sabbath  school  is  more  fully  at- 
tended, and  I  think  more  interesting 
than  it  was  last  season  ;  it  appears  as 
well  as  could  be  expected  where  there 
is  not  a  competent  library  nor  experi- 
enced teachers.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
Sabbath  school  books  for  sale  in  the 
western  country. 

The  prospects  of  the  church  appear 
favorable.  Four  or  five  will  probably 
unite  with  the  church  at  our  next  com- 
munion season.  A  prayer  meeting  is 
maintained  weekly  among  them  and  it 
appears  at  times  as  if  the  Lord  were 
with  them. 

The  two  other  places  where  I  labor 
are  points  of  interest,  and  where,  I 
trust,  churches  will  permanently  be  es- 
tablished. I  preach  one  Sabbath  in  a 
month  on  the  Nippersink  and  as  often 
aft  the  Diggins  Settlement  A  church 
will  shortly  be  organized  on  the  Nip- 
persink and  will  consist  probably  of  12 
or  14  members.  There  is  an  interesting 
Sabbath  school.    One  class  embracing 
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those  who  are  of  adult  age.  A  churcji 
might  have  been  organized  here  some 
time  sinc6»  but  I  did  not  think  that  the 
proper  time  had  arrived.  An  individual 
has  recently  moved  into  this  neighbor- 
hood, who  has  been  an  elder  in  a  Pres- 
byterian church  in  New- York,  two  of 
his  family  are  also  members.  The  con- 
gregation may  be  estimated  at  40  or  50. 
The  congregation  at  the  Diggins  Settle- 
ment is  about  as  large  as  that  on  the 
Nippersink.  But  there  are  not  so  many 
professors.  There  are  7  or  8  who  have 
been  members  before  they  came  to  the 
West.  There  is  a  Sabbath  school  here  ; 
and  it  appears  very  well.  A  Presby- 
terian from  New- York  superintends  the 
school. 

There  ought  to  be  another  minister 
in  the  county,  and  another  place,  on  the 
Kishwaukie,  in  the  S.  W.  part  should 
be  occupied.  There  is  also  a  settlement 
in  Boon  county,  where  there  are  7  or  8 
Presbyterian  families  that  need  preach- 
ing. This  settlement  lies  eight  miles 
\f  est  of  the  Diggins  Settlement. 


Frmi  Rev,  R,  iV.  Wright,  Belvidere,  Ml 

STEADY  PROGEESS. 

The  year  has  been  to  us  a  year  of 
mercies ;  for  which  we  can  never  be 
too  grateful.  Not  that  we  have  ex- 
perienced an  extensive  revival,  or  any 
surprising  changes  ;  unless,  indeed,  it 
be  surprising  fiat  even  one  sinner 
should  become  a  humble  penitent,  and 
repose  his  faith  in  the  Son  of  God.  We 
trust  that  during  the  year,  not  one  alone, 
but  several  of  our  congregation  have 
been  bom  of  the  Spirit  We  have  been 
permitted  to  observe  among  us  a  gradual 
increase  of  interest  in  religious  things 
from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the 
''year. 

The  attendance  on  our  public  worship 
is  more  constant  than  formerly,  and  is 
considerably  increased;  so  that  we 
begin  to  feel  the  need  of  a  larger  room 
to  meet  in ;  and  our  people,  had  they 
the  ability,  would  think  it  necessary  to 
commence  immediately  the  erection  of 
a  house  of  worship.  Thirteen  persons 
have  been  received  to  our  conununion 
during  this  period ;  eight  by  profession 


of  their  faith,  and  the  others  by  letter. 
In  the  mean  time  one  of  our  brethren 
has  been  removed  by  death,  leaving  a 
cheering  evidence  that  he  has  gone 
from  the  Church  below  to  join  the 
Church  triumphant  above.  When  a 
beloved  brother  has  walked  with  us  to 
the  gate  of  the  heavenly  world,  we  can 
afford  to  take  leave  of  him  while  he 
enters,  and  stands  accepted  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God.  We  never  think  of  la- 
menting the  disappearance  of  a  star, 
that  goes  out  by  being  merged  in  the 
light  of  a  glorious  day. 

On  the  whole,  in  reference  to  our 
prospects,  we  are  greatly  encouraged  to 
double  our  diligence,  in  expectation  that 
in  due  time  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not 
I  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of 
this  church  in  June  last 


A  CEISIS  SUPPOSED  TO   BE  APPROACHING. 

It  is  evidently  a  general  feeling  among  the 
missionaries  in  tbe  West,  that  our  country  is 
rapidly  advancing  to  a  critical  point  in  her 
history.  Letters  from  all  parts  of  the  great 
field,  written  without  any  concert  of  the 
authors,  either  expressly  assert  or  imply  that 
a  struggle  is  now  going  on,  which  must, 
ere  long,  terminate  for  weal  or  wo  to  our 
beloved  America.  Besides  this  cominon  con- 
viction, the  missionaries  seem  to  agree  in 
their  belief  that  the  eastern  churches  do  not 
appreciate  the  critical  nature  of  the  present 
opportunity  to  save  the  land ;  but  are  resting 
in  a  false  and  dangerous  opinion  that  any 
other  time  will  do  as  well  as  the  present. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  in  less  than 
five  years  this  church  will  be  able  to  re- 
fund all  it  shall  h^ve  received  from  the 
Home  Missionary  Society,  and  with  the 
blessing  of  God  may  continue  to  aid 
weak  and  destitute  churches,  till  the 
waste  places  of  Zion  throu^out  these 
lovely  western  regions  are  all  built  up, 
and  her  walls  are  reared  on  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific. 

Our  county  is  a  most  fertile  one ;  the 
region  healthy.  This  place  is  the  seat 
of  justice  for  the  county,  and  the  village 
already  contains  some  200  or  300  in* 
habitants.  In  all  human  probability  a 
dense  population  will  soon  cover  these 
plains.    Let  the  moral  advances  only 
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keep  pace  with  the  physical,  and  here 
win  soon  be  a  garden  of  the  Lord. 

It  i»  useless  perhaps,  to  repeat  the 
every  day  assertion,  that  ministers,  and 
means  for  sustaining  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel,  are  greatly  ^needed  at  ike 
West,  The  crisis  we  are  approaching 
as  a  nation,  it  is  feared,  is  not  begun  to 
be  understood  by  the  mass  of  the  people 
of  Grod.  Not  the  moral  purity  of  the 
West  alone,  but  the  preservation  of  the 
whole  country  is  at  stake.  In  general, 
there  has  been  more  a  desire  for  a  treasure 
on  eart^  than  one  in  heaven,  that  has 
peopled  these  western  regions  of  our 
country.  Hence  the  tide  of  worldliness 
has  fairly  swept  over  the  western  plains ; 
not  unmingled  with  irreligion  and  false 
religion  and  frightful  immoralities.  Let 
this  state  of  mings  continue — let  the 
tide  of  ungodliness  at  the  West  accu- 
mulate  and  spread,  and  soon  we  mav 
expect  its  turbid  wave  will  roll  back 
upon  ike  East ;  and  who  then  shall  plant 
anew  her  overwhelmed  and  desolated 
institutions  ?  Our  country  is  in  danger, 
and  the  souls  of  present  and  unk)rn 
millions  are  in  danger,  while  Christians 
all  over  the  land,  and  christian  nunis- 
ters,  are  suffering  every  thing  but  Chris- 
tianity to  take  root,  and  spring  up  and 
bear  fruit  on  the  fertile  soil  of  the  West 

Grod  is  merciful,  or  his  judgments 
would  overwhelm  us  for  our  criminal 
supineness. 


INDIANA. 


From  Rev,  Asa  Johnson,  Peru,  Ind. 

I  am  thankful  that  I  am  able  to  in- 
form you  that  considerable  more  interest 
in  religious  things  has  been  taken  here 
the  last  quarter,  than  during  any  previ- 
ous one  since  I  came  to  this  place.  Our 
communion  season  in  June  was  a  deeply 
interesting  and  solemn  time.  The  Spirit 
of  God  evidently  was  present  Several 
professors  of  religion  at  that  time  were 
very  much  quickened.  Much  solemnity 
was  manifest  in  the  congregation. 
Seven  persons;  four  males  and  three 
females  were  received  to  the  church. 
Our  meetings  since  have  been  full  on 
the  Sabbath ;  and  our  prayer  meetings 
during  the  week  much  better  attended. 


A  CATHOLIC  CONVERT. 

One  of  the  persons  who  was  received, 
on  profession  of  her  faith,  was  one  year 
ago  a  very  unlikely  subject  of  conversion. 
She  had  been  educated  a  Catholic — ^her 
conversion,  I  think,  is  genuine.  The 
same  day  that  she  was  received  she 
dedicated  her  children  to  God  in  the 
ordinance  of  baptism. 

Our  Sabbath  school  has  never  been 
as  interesting  as  it  is  at  present  The 
average  number  of  scholars  is  60. 

On  the  3d  of  July  we  had  in  this 
place  a  Sabbath  school  celebration. 
This  was  the  most  interesting  day,  to 
our  .citizens  generally,  that  Peru  has 
ever  seen.  Six  Sabbath  schools  with 
their  teacherp,  were  present ;  two  from 
Logansport  Of  the  other  four  schools, 
three  have  been  formed  within  about  18 
months ;  two  of  them  the  present 
season.  A  few  weeks  since  I  formed  a 
Sabbath  school  in  the  north  part  of  this 
county.  The  good  people  there  havp 
since  sent  me  about  #15  for  S.  S.  books. 

The  cause  of  temperance  in  this 
county,  I  think,  is  advancing  slowly ; 
we  have  lectures  on  this  subject  in  Peru 
every  month.  Since  my  last  report  I 
have  delivered  two  lectures  in  this 
county. 

CATHOLICS   IN  INDIANA. 

The  Roman  Catholics  have  considera- 
ble influence  here  ;  they  have  recently 
obtained  a  priest,  and  established  a 
school  where  their  own  religious  senti- 
ments are  industriously  taught  A 
priest  from  the  Catholic  college  at  Vin- 
cennes,  a  few  weeks  since  lectured  in 
Peru  on  the  dogmas  of  his  Church.  I 
understand  he  has  done  the  same  in 
several  places  on  the  Wabash.  We 
have  much  to  fear  from  ,this  people  in 
Indiana.  They  are  very  industrious  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  their  Church. 
The  sympathies  of  many  of  the  wicked 
here  are  with  them,  and  I  presume  it  is 
so  in  other  places  where  the  gospel  is 
plainly  preached. 

I  continue  to  preach  once  a  month  in 
destitute  places  abroad. 

LABOBERS — LABORERS  ! 

Tiiis  part  of  Indiana  needs  several 
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more  ministers.  The  people  in  Wabash 
county  wish  me  to  obtain  them  a  minis- 
ter immediately;  they  will  do  con- 
siderable for  his  support.  I  do  hope,  if 
it  is  in  your  power,  that  you  will  send 
them  one  the  coming  autumn.  This  I 
think  is  a  promising  field  of  usefulness. 
The  more  prominent  men  in  ^at  county 
would  co-operate. 

This  appeal  will  probably  be  read  by  hun- 
dreds of  ministers  at  the  East— but  will  one 
of  them  respond,  "  Here  am  I,  send  me"  7 


MICHIGAN. 
TEMPERANCE  IN  A  REMOTE  TOWN. 

The  value  of  steady,  regular,  rehgious  effort, 
as  a  means  of  reform,  is  manifest  in  the  fol- 
lowing and  many  other  instances  constantly 
occurring  in  the  West. 

The  cause  of  temperance,  I  think, 
is  somewhat  on  the  advance.  One  por- 
tion of  the  town,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  individuals,  stands  aloof 
from  intemperance.  The  centre  of  the 
township,  in  which  there  is  a  smaU  vil- 
lage,  ever  has  been,  and  is  still  deeply 
infected  with  this  sin.  We  have  lately 
held  a  temperance  meeting  there,  which 
was  well  attended,  and  which  will,  I 
trust,  result  in  much  good.  There  are 
two  physicians  there,  who  have  both 
been  the  slaves  of  intoxicating  drinks, 
both  however  have  made  efforts  in 
months  past,  to  reform.  One  of  them 
has  persevered  for  six  months,  in  a 
course  of  entire  abstinence,  and  it  is 
hoped  will  continue  to  persevere  to  the 
end  of  life.  He  is  regaining  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public,  and  bids  fair  to  be 
useful  in  his  profession.  One  store  has 
recently  relinquished  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors,  and  another  has  dis- 
continued retailing  them.  There  is  but 
one  public  house  m  the  place  where  the 
fiery  liquids  are  sold,  and  that  is  without 
license. 

EMBARRASSMENTS  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Sone  doubts  having  been  expressed  by 
some  friends  of  missions  respecting  the  ex- 
istence of  a  severe  pressure  on  the  congrega- 
tions of  Michigan,  we  publish  the  following 


extract  as  a  specimen  of  the  testimony  we 
receive. 

The  derangement  of  our  currency  has 
affected  us  very  much.  Some  good 
people  have  become  almost  discouraged 
on  this  account,  and  would  probably,  if 
they  could,  sell  their  lands  and  leave 
the  state.  No  one  here,  perhaps,  has 
been  more  affected  by  the  state  of  the 
currency  than  myself.  I  have  not  re- 
ceived uiis  year,  one  cent  in  cash,  ex- 
cept what  1  haVe  received  from  your 
Society  and  from  my  friends  in  New- 
England,  and  there  is  no  probability  of 
obtaining  from  my  people  but  a  few 
dollars  in  cash,  during  the  year.  This 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  their  penurious- 
ness.  They  are  a  kind  and  afifectionate 
people,  and  seem  disposed  to  do  what 
they  can  for  religious  institutions.  Some 
of  them,  whose  circumstances  are  the 
most  favorable  for  living,  find  it  difficult 
to  procure  funds  to  pay  for  the  postage 
of  papers  and  letters.  There  hais  been, 
on  the  whole,  more  contentment  among 
them,  than  I  could  have  supposed ;  but 
they  are  tried,  and  I  presume  spend 
many  an  anxious  thought,  with  respect 
to  the  means  for  supporting  their  fami- 
lies, and  the  institutions  of  religion. 
There  is  evidence,  I  think,  that  the  re- 
ligious community  here  have  moderated 
their  desires  for  wealthy  and  would  be 
better  satisfied  than  formerly  with  a 
mere  competency  of  worldly  good. 
This  is  a  fulfilment  of  that  precious 
promise :  '*  All  things  shall  work  to- 
gether for  good  to  liiem  who  love  God." 


CORRECTION. 

We  are  desired  to  correct  the  statement  in 
the  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbury,  respecting 
Manchester,  Mich.,  p.  110  of  the  H.  Miss, 
for  Sept.    It  is  there  said : 

A  pleasant  revival  commenced  at  the 
installment  which  increased  the  church 
one  half  in  numbers,  and  more  than  one 
half  in  pecuniary  strength. 

Mr.  W.  did  not  mean  that  such  was  the 
immedxatt  fruit  of  the  revival ;  but  that  the 
increase  alluded  to  had  taken  place  since  hit 
residence  at  Mant^ester,  • 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


154 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


November, 


NEW-YORK. 
From  Rev.  J,  B.  Taylor,  De  Kalh, 

AFFLICTION — REVIVAL. 

On  the  twelfth  of  Feb.  my  dear  wife, 
after  a  sickness  of  near  nineteen  months, 
sweetly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  and  joined, 
I  doubt  not,  the  company  of  the  re- 
deemed on  high.  It  was  a  severe,  but 
necessary  chastisement  to  me.  I  trust 
it  has  not  been  lost  upon  me.  To 
her,  death  was  infinite  gain.  Through 
all  her  sickness  she  manifested  no  im- 
patience to  go,  and  no  particular  desire 
to  live.  She  seemed  entirely  resigned 
to  the  will  of  God.  When  death  ap- 
proached, she  hailed  him  with  joy.  The 
loss  to  me,  has  been  more  than  compen- 
sated by  a  great  increase  of  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Saviour's  presence. 

Soon  after  Mrs.  Taylor's  death,  there 
was  evidently  an  unusual  solemnity  on 
the  minds  of  the  community.  Chris- 
tians began  to  awake  and  repent  Im- 
penitent  sinners  forgot  their  excuses 
and  cavilings,  and  confessed  it  was  their 
bounden  duty  immediately  to  repent  of 
sin  and  forsake  it,  and  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  serve  him. 

A  subsequent  report  speaks  as  follows  of 
the  results  of  this  refreshing  : 

Fifteen  persons  have  united  with  this 
church  during  the  last  quarter.  The 
work  of  God  slowly  advances ;  occa- 
sionally an  instance  of  hopeful  conver- 
sion occurs  ;  meetings  are  well  attend- 
ed and  quite  frequent  Many  Chris- 
tians hold  on  their  way,  with  a  good  de- 
gree of  perseverance.  There  is  much 
more  spirituality  in  the  church,  and 
more  circumspection  in  outward  con- 
duct, than  there  has  been  heretofore. 
The  congregation  on  the  Sabbath  in- 
creases. 


WHAT   SHALL  BE  DONE  FOR  THE  WASTE 
PLACES  1 

The  following  extract  taken  from  the  re- 
port of  a  missionary  in  the  vicinity  of  Onei- 
da Lake,  is  a  specimen  of  what  may  be  said 
of  many  districts  east  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains.  We  publish  it,  for  the  purpose 
Of  calling  the  attention  of  the  ecclesiastical 


bodies  to  the  necessity  of  immediate  action 
in  the  premises. 

The  action  which  we  propose,  and  which 
we  have  again  and  again  urged  on  the  pub- 
lic notice,  is  the  employment  of  a  vigorooB 
circuit  system,  under  the  supervision  of  some 
organized  body  of  ministers.  Let  an  Asso- 
ciation or  Presbytery  select  and  recommend 
some  suitable  missionary,  to  visit  in  regular 
succession  a  cluster  of  feeble  and  vacant 
churches.  Let  them  make  such  provision  as 
may  be  practicable  for  his  support,  and  thAi 
apply  to  the  A  il.  M.  S.  for  the  balance  that 
may  be  needed.  Something  of  this  kind 
must  be  started  and  kept  in  operation,  or 
large  sections  of  our  country,  even  in  the 
best  cultivated  states,  must  become  moral 
deserts.  Further  details  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed were  given  in  our  last  number,  p.  133. 

This  place  belongs  to  that  region  of 
desolations  described  by  brother  Swee<r 
zy,  in  the  Home  Missionaiy  two  years 
since  or  nearly  so.  I  found  the  church 
composed  of  a  mere  handful — 17  mem- 
bers, in  connection  with  no  ecclesias- 
tical body.  They  had  had  no  meeting 
for  public  worship  nor  prayer  meetings, 
for,  I  think,  two  years  past  Some  of  me 
prominent  members  had  shaken  hands 
with  the  giddy  world  in  its  parties 
and  balls,  and  iiad  greatly  scandalized 
the  christian  character.  The  wicked 
(and  they  are  numerous  and  bold) 
despised  it  The  meeting-house  had 
been  enclosed  only  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, and  was,  and  still  is,  a  mere 
shell,  scarcely  fit  to  meet  in  even  in  sum- 
mer, and  severely  taxing  the  lungs  of 
the  speaker.  The  number  attending 
divine  service  was  much  overrated  in 
the  application.  It  seldom  exceeds  50. 
The  field  on  other  accounts  is  very  dis- 
couraging. A  large  portion  of  the  in- 
habitants have  grown  up  in  the  neglect 
and  in  the  contempt  of  religious  insti- 
tutions. Besides  this,  an  iron  furnace 
has  for  years  been  carrying  on  its  Sab- 
bath-breaking business,  and  that  by  a 
member  of  the  church.  The  mills,  the 
teams,  and  the  boats,  are  often  seen  dri- 
ving tie  toil  of  their  respective  depart- 
ments on  Sabbath.  The  taverns  have  often 
more  attendants  than  the  house  of  God. 
One  third  of  the  village  are  Universal- 
ists  and  hire  a  preacner  of  their  own 
stamp. 
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The  whole  stretch  of  country  border- 
ing on  the  beautiful  Lake  Oneida,  (which 
I  sometimes  call  Genessaret,}  to  the 
distance  of  more  than  40  miles,  has  but 
one  Presbjrterian  minister.  The  lake 
itself  is  short  of  20  miles  long,  and  is 
now  navigable  for  boats  through  a  side 
cut,  to  the  Erie  Canal,  and  is  soon  to 
be  made  so  to  the  Oswego  River,  and 
to  Onondaga  Lake  for  steamboats,  which 
will  add  much  to  the  importance  of  the 
whole  field.  The  soil  is  only  of  the 
middling  quality;  but  for  timber  and 
wood  it  promises  much.  The  county 
will  eventually  be  well  populated. 
There  is  a  small  Congregational  church 
east  of  me  6  miles  Uiat  enjoys  no 
public  service,  and  6  miles  west  of  Con- 
stantia  village,  another  fragment  of  a 
church,  once  somewhat  prospering,  yet 
remains  ;  and  three  miles  further,  near 
the  foot  of  the  lake,  is  the  fraffment  of 
^mother — ^both  of  which,  to  all  human 
Appearance,  must  die.  Removals,  deaths, 
neresy,  sectarianism,  and  the  want  of 
ministerial  labor  in  its  season,  constitute 
the  chief  cause  of  their  decline,  like 
scores  of  our  churches  in  the  U.  States. 


EVANGELISTS. 

We  publish  the  following  extract  from  a 
missionary  report,  as  it  gives  us  a  good  op- 
portunity to  call  attention  to  the  difference 
between  evangelists,  properly  so  called,  who 
labor  in  destitute  fields— as  reHmmended  by 
this  Society,  in  the  foregoing  article,  and  in 
the  Home  Missionary  for  last  month— and 
those  who,  avoiding  such  fields,  confine  their 
efibrts  to  protracted  meetings  in  congrega- 
tions which  are  already  supplied  with  the 
stated  preaching  of  the  gospel* 

We  have  made  no  special  efforts  for 
an  immediate  revival ;  and  none  in  the 
church  seem  to  have  any  confidence, 
that  if  such  efforts  were  made,  they 
would  be  successful.  There  was  a  pro- 
tracted meeting  here  last  spring,  whose 
management  and  preaching  were  sus- 
tained by  an  evangelist,  which  issued 
in  the  dismission  of  the  stated  supply, 
some  time  before  the  close  of  his  year, 
and  in  the  engagement  of  the  evangelist 
as  their  stated  minister.    This  evange- 


list was  my  immediate  predecessor ;  but 
he  did  not  remain  his  time  out  Some 
of  the  young  converts  have  not  given 
that  evidence  of  an  evangelical  conver- 
sion, which  is  necessary  to  convince 
others  that  they  have  been  bom  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  which  is  important  to 
make  the  people  of  the  world  feel  the 
necessity  of  their  own  immediate  re- 
pentance. These  facts,  with  many 
others  of  a  discouraging  nature,  which 
it  is  difficult  to  communicate  to  you  on 
paper,  but  which  you  would  readily  and 
very*  sensibly  realize,  were  you  their 
minister,  seem  to  make  it  difficult  to 
effect  an  immediate  revival  of  religion. 
On  my  coming  here  I  found  religion  in 
a  low  state,  the  church  stupid,  and  duties 
neglected. 


From  a  Frontier  Missionary* 

As  I  believe  you  are  aware,  I  am  here 

in  the  corner  of -, — ,  endeavoring 

to  promote  the  cause  of  the  blessed  Re- 
deemer. The  whole  region  is  desolate 
and  barren ;  Zion  languishes,  and  God 
is  dishonored.  Yet  although  Zion  is 
so  desolate,  we  have  some  precious  indi- 
cations of  the  Lord's  presence.  A  little 
cloud  of  mercy  appears  to  be  gathering. 
We  have  already  received  a  few  of  the 
precious  drops. 

CONVERSION  OF  A  ROMANIST. 

In  my  congregation  at  the  centre  of 
the  town,  is  a  female  who  was  trained 
up  in  the  Romish  faith,  and  has  been 
very  firm  in  her  belief;  so  much  8o» 
that  she  had  said  "  she  would  have  her 
head  tsJcen  off  rather  than  renounce  her 
faith."  She  h^  been  attentive  at  meet- 
ings ;  and  blessed  be  the  Lord,  he  has 
opened  her  eyes,  and  she  has  not  only 
renounced  Popery ;  but,  as  we  trust,  has 
embraced  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus." 
Her  husband  who  was  a  hopeful  convert 
in  a  revival,  some  12  or  14  years  ago, 
but  never  made  a  public  profession ;  has 
now,  as  we  trust,  by  Grod's  Spirit,  been 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  his  condition^ 
and  professes  to  have  returned  with  his 
wTiole  heart  to  the  Lord. 

There  is  also  the  case  of  another,  a 
backslider,  reclaimed;  a  young  woman 
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of  18  or  20.  In  another  neighborhood 
the  prospects  are  encouraging.  I  hold 
a  meeting  there  one  evening  in  a  week ; 
there  is  a  good  attendance — and  Chris- 
tians united  and  show  a  disposition  to 
"  awake  and  call  on  their  God." 


BAD  POLICY  OF  PUTTING  OFF  DISCIPLINE. 

The  difficulty  complained  of  by  this  mis- 
sionary had  its  origin  before  he  was  placed 
i  n  the  church  referred  to.  • 

This  part  of  gospel  duty,  the  church 
had  never  but  very  partially  maintained. 
I  have  made  strenuous  efforts,  both  in 
and  out  of  my  pulpit  to  put  it  in  force  in 
all  its  Bible  plainness  and  spirit  We 
have  taken  up  five  cases  and  gone 
through  them.  The  first  case  was  dis- 
posed of  harmoniously  and  with  despatch. 
The  next  three  were  cases  of  persons 
suspended  some  two  or  three  years 
since,  and  leading  very  disorderly  and 
unchristian  lives ;  these  occasioned, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  most  serious 
disputation.  The  fifth  case  went  through 
without  difficulty.  A  sixth  case  has 
been  commenced,  but  the  church  cannot 
be  induced  to  prosecute  it.  There  are 
at  least  six  cases  more,  which  demand 
the  immediate  action  of  the  church, 
some  of  them  scandalous  and  most  of 
them  have  expressed  a  desire  to  be  cut 
off  But  no  preaching  or  personal  urging 
on  my  part  can  bring  the  church  up  to 
do  it  The  great  difficulty  is,  the  lead- 
ing influence  of  the  church  is  dead  to 
a  sense  of  the  importance  of  gospel  dis- 
cipline. Among  some  of  the  leading 
members  there  is  evidently  a  direct  op- 
position to  it  The  church  is  burdened 
with  dead  and  even  decayed  branches. 
My  heart  is  deeply  pained  when  I  think 
of  and  pray  over  the  church. 


From  Rev.  J.  A.  Norikrop^jr.,  Massena, 

BEVrVAL — RESULTS  OF  A  FEAR's  LABOR. 

A  great  change  has  been  wrought  in 
town  during  the  year.  Although  great 
good  ha8«  apparently,  been  done,  yet 


much,  verymtuihi  remains  to  be  accom- 
plished. Between  40  and  50  b&ve  been 
added  to  the  churches  with  which  I 
have  labored,  which  makes  the  number 
more  than  double  what  it  was  a  year  ago. 
The  churches  have  great  reason  to 
praise  the  Lord  for  Ins  mercies ;  and 
they  appear  to  appreciate,  in  some  good 
degree,  the  blessing  which  the  Lord  has 
poured  them  out 

Since  my  last  quarterly  report,  there 
has  evidently  been  a  decline  in  religious 
feeling  and  action.  Various  things  have 
exerted  an  influence  to  bring  about  a 
decline ;  but  to  my  mind,  nothing  has 
exerted  a  greater  influence  than  a  pro- 
selyting spirit  which  has  prevailed  to  an 
extent  which  I  never  before  witnessed. 


THE  PRIVILEGE  OF  LABORING  FOR  CHRIST. 

My  health  failed  so  that  I  was  obligeM 
to  desist  from  all  study,  and  though  after 
an  absence  from  home  three  months, 
still  I  am  unable  to  pursue  the  labors  of 
a  pastor.  I  have  hope — strong  hope,  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  I  shall 
have  the  precious  privilege  of  doing  so.  I 
hope  also  to  be  the  happy  instrument  of 
doing  good  while  travelling  about  for 
the  purpose  ot  regaining  health.  O  to 
be  doing  something  for  our  blessed  Mas- 
ter !  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  had 
more  ardent  desires  to  serve  him,  cost 
what  it  Willi  than  I  have  had  for  a  few 
months  past  Surely  it  is  sweet  to 
know  how  tAuffer,  and  to  endure  hard- 
ness for  Christ 

LABORS  blessed. 

I  have  reason  to  hope  that  my  poor 
services  have  not  been  lost  entirely. 
The  money  apportioned  by  the  A.  H.  M. 
S.  has  not  b^en  a  useless  waste.  Many, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  we  trust  will  re- 
rejoice  forever,  and  on  account  thereof. 
Three  of  the  converts  united  the  last 
communion  with  the  church,  and  two 
more  are  expected  to  come  forward  at 
the  communion  next  Sabbath.  There 
has  a  blessing  attended  the  efforts  in 
the  Sabbath  school  Some  of  them 
appear  like  Christians;  children  from 
eight  to  ten  years  of  age,  and  towards 
a  dozen  in  number,  have  had  their  weekly 
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prayer  meeting.  Time  will  show  how 
many  are  truly  converted,  if  any.  We 
think  it  an  interesting  circumstance, 
however — ^an  indication  of  good. 


'THE     HIGHWAYS     AND    HEDGES" 
PLORED. 


EX- 


The  Sunday  schools  are  two — one  of 
40  scholars  and  120  volumes  in  the  li- 
brary. The  other  25  scholars  and  50 
volumes.  I  might  mention  another 
which  I  established,  in  what  I  might  call 
one  of  the  darkest  comers  in  this  sec^ 
tion.  The  parents  are  ignorant  and 
dissipated;  tiie  children  ragged  and 
exceedingly  filthy,  and  scarcely  knew 
any  thing  of  the  Sabbath,  having  never 
been  taught  And  yet  this  settlement 
is  not  more  than  two  miles  from  our 
village.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  no 
one  seemed  to  think  of  their  miserable 
conditon — "no  man  cared  for  their 
souls.''  I  am  quite  ashamed  that  I 
should  so  long  permit  children  to  starve 
so  near  me.  There  are  a  few  professing 
Christians  in  the  neighborhood,  but  none 
who  could  take  charge  of  the  schooL  I 
availed  myself  of  the  help  of  a  Metho- 
dist brother,  a  mile  distant,  to  superin- 
tend. Most  of  the  children  (18  or  20 
in  number)  knew  not  a  letter,  but 
seemed  to  devour  every  word  spoken  to 
them.  O  how  many  there  are  in  our 
land,  in  the  vicinity  of  our  churches, 
who  are  starving  for  the  bread  of  life, 
and  are  not  fed ! 


From  Rev,  C.  M.  SeatoUj  Mooers,  K  Y. 

A  MOTHER  IN  ISRAEL. 

During  the  two  past  quarters  I  have 
preached  regularly  with  my  people,  with 
the  exception  of  a  single  Sabbath  spent 
in  Canada.     At  the  request  of  Mrs. 

F.,  of  R ,  L.  C,  1  went  out  and 

preached  at  that  place  on  the  8th  of 
August  Mrs.  F.  has  been  laboring 
for  several  years  to  build  a  meeting- 
house at  that  place,  and  after  en- 
countering much  opposition  and  many 
difficulties,  has  succeeded  in  getting  it 
completed.  She  now  wishes  to  have  it 
dedicated,  and  desired  me  to  spend  a 
Siabbath  there,  preach   to  the  people, 

VOL.  XIV.  14 


and  advise  in  reference  to  arrangements 
for  the  dedication,  and  also  in  reference 
to  their  obtaining  a  minister.  I  found 
an  attentive  and  interesting  congre- 
gation, though  but  few  professors  of 
religion,  especially  of  our  order.  Mrs. 
F.  sustains  a  Sabbath  school  almost 
alone;  "often,"  she  says,  "without  a 
single  male  professor  present  to  open 
her  school  with  prayer."  A  church 
may  be  gathered  tiere,  and  I  think  the 
field  promises  to  be  an  interesting  one, 
if  they  can  obtain  a  minister  of  the 
right  stamp. 

TEMPERANCE  TOWN. 

The  cause  of  temperance  prospers. 
Our  feelings  on  this  subject  have  re- 
cently been  roused  by  an  attempt  to 
obtain  a  license  to  sell  spirituous  liquors. 
Our  board  have  granted  no  licenses  for 
six  or  seven  years,  and  as  a  result  of  our 
temperance  principles,  we  can  say  what 
perhaps  cannot  be  said  by  any  other 
town  of  equal  population  in  the  state, 
that  is,  that  we  have  no  representative 
in  either  the  county  poor-house  or  jail. 
I  rejoice  to  say  that  the  attempt  above 
alluded  to,  has,  as  yet,  proved  abortive, 
and  the  cause  of  temperance  triumphs, 
though  on  account  of  some  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances we  for  a  time  trembled  for 
the  result 


APPROACHING  TO  MATURITY. 

From  Rev.  H.  Oregg,  Hume,  N.  Y. 

During  this  quarter,  we  have  finished 
and  dedicated  our  meeting-house  to 
God.  We  have  a  very  neat  commodious 
house  of  worship,  finished  within  and 
without  To  build  this  house  has  cost 
about  $1400,  besides  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  have  given  the  labor 
of  drawing  stone,  getting  timber,  &c., 
to  the  amount  of  $100.  We  are  some 
in  debt  for  the  house,  though  not  out  of 
the  church.  Some  members  have  ad- 
vanced money ;  but  we  are  in  hopes  we 
shall  be  able  in  the  course  of  another 
year  to  free  ourselves  from  debt  We 
Doean  to  do  all  we  can  for  ourselves,  but 
the  most  of  the  members' of  our  church 
are  poor.  We  shall  pay  to  your  Societjr 
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this  year  $25.  We  yet  live  in  peace 
and  harmony— our  congregatitm  is  in- 
creasinff,  slowly,  but,  we  trust,  per- 
manently. 


From  B£v.  R.  A.  Avery,  Edinburgh  N.  Y. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  God 
was  pleased  graciously  to  visit  us  by 
the  outpouring  of  his  Spirit  At  the 
next  communion,  nine  were  added  to 
the  church  on  profession  of  their  faith. 
Others  expect  to  unite  with  us  at  our 
next  communion. 

We  have  revived  our  Sabbath  school 
and  Bible  class  with  some  promise  of 
usefulness,  and  have  made  some  efforts 
for  the  cause  of  temperance.  On  the 
whole,  we  believe  the  cause  of  religion 
and  morality  to  be  gaining  a  firmer 
foundation  in  this  once  moral  waste. 
The  wicked  of  every  class  pay, to  re- 
ligion  at  least  an  external  respect. 

My  labors  are  indeed  arduous,  but  I 
love  to  be  a  co-worker  for  the  salvation 
of  men. 


THE  REBUKES  OF  FBOVIDENCE. 

From  Rev.  T,  Blair,  CerUerville,  N,  F. 

I  sometimes  feel  almost  discourged, 
and  begin  to  fear  that  the  Lord  has  given 
us  up  to  **  hardness  of  heart  and  blind- 
ness of  mind."  It  seems  as  if  neither 
the  tender  mercies  of  God,  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel,  nor  the  judgments  of 
Heaven,  which  have  for  a  year  past 
fallen  upon  this  people,  could  move  their 
hearts  to  seek  the  Lord.  The  provi- 
dences of  God  have  been  sufficient  to 
arouse  Christians  and  to  alarm  the  im- 
penitent. But  alas  !  nothing  but  the 
Spirit  of  God  can  move  the  human  heart 
to  that  which  is  good.  During  the 
winter  and  fipring  we  had  a  great  deal 
of  sickness  and  a  large  number  of 
deaths.  During  the  summer,  God 
manifested  his  displeasure  bv  with- 
holding the  rains  of  heaven  and  cutting 
short  our  crops.  It  is  thought  by 
good  judges  that  there  is  not  more  hay 
in  this  town  than  barely  sufficient  to 
winter  the  horses^  without  leaving  any 


for  other  stock.  Other  crops  are  also 
very  poor.  But  all  this  does  not  seem 
to  lead  men  to  God.  Our  people  are 
mostly  farmers,  and  live  so  scattered 
that  I  can  do  but  little  in  the  summer 
season  except  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  following  benevolent  acts  ^'onld  seem 
to  indicate  that  the  divine  influence  has  not 
been  wholly  withdrawn  from  this  people. 

We  continue  to  take  up  a  collection 
the  first  Sabbath  of  every  month — one 
month  for  your  Society,  the  next  for 
the  A.  B.  C.  P.  M.  The  amount  con- 
tributed is  however  very  small.  We 
are  in  hopes  of  making  up  for  your  So- 
ciety, 30  dollars,  but  it  will  be  attended 
with  more  difficulty  than  usual  in  con- 
sequence of  the  failure  of  the  crops. 
An  agent  of  A.  Tract  Society  has  re- 
cently sold  in  the  bounds  of  this  Society 
about  25  dollars'  worth  of  their  bound 
volumes.  We  hope  these  may  prove  a 
blessing  to  this  people.  In  addition  to 
those  sold,  a  few  were  given  away. 

The  appeal  from  a  Presbytery  in 
Michigan  for  clothing,  &c.,  I  read  to  my 
congregation,  and  asked  the  ladies  to 
respond.  They  immediately  engaged 
in  the  work  with  considerable  zeal.  A 
box  was  filled  and  forwarded,  the  con- 
tents of  which  were  valued  at  $50. 

The  Society  have  raised  and  expended 
about  $60  in  painting  the  church.  I 
think  they  are  becoming  more  liberal  in 
their  feelings,  or  are  shwly  learning  to 
give  more  for  tlie  spread  of  the  gospel, 
and  to  give  more  cheerfully ;  i.  e.,  they 
seem  now  to  feel  that  it  is  a  privilege  to 
contribute  their  mite  for  the  salvation 
of  a  world ;  though  they  are  at  present 
somewhat  straitened  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  their  crops  by  the  drought. 
In  looking  back  a  single  quarter,  I  can* 
not  see  much  alteration ;  but  in  looking 
back  to  the  tune  I  first  came  here,  I 
think  I  can  see  a  very  decided  improve- 
ment in  almost  every  thing. 


GAININO     ▲     BROTHER    AKB    SAVINO    ▲ 
CHURCH. 

The  main  reason  which  influenced 
me  to  come  to  this  place  was,  that  there 
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were  very  serious  divisions  and  difficul- 
ties in  the  church  which  commenced 
before  my  predecessor  left  In  addition 
to  these,  ihey  had  employed  a  brother 
from  Oberlin,  and  a  few  members  had 
drank  deeply  into  the  spirit  of  that  in- 
stitution. This  created  another  source 
of  discussion,  and  consequent  excite- 
ment of  feeling  on  both  sides.  It  was 
thought  by  some  brethren  of  our  Pres- 
bytery that  this  church  was  broken 
down  and  lost  to  us.  The  chief  induce- 
ment in  my  mind  was,  to  see  if  these 
difficulties  could  not  be  settled,  and  the 
church  made  to  prosper  under  the  smiles 
of  its  glorious  Head.  Immediately  after 
I  came  here,  I  began  to  inquire  into 
their  difficulties.  The  worst  trouble 
commenced  between  my  predecessor 
and  one  of  the  deacons,  and  might  have 
been  settled  originally  in  one  minute, 
but  it  went  on,  and  the  minister  left. 
The  deacon  had  been  esteemed  a  good 
man,  and  one  c^  the  most  active  mem- 
bers of  the  church  from  its  organization. 
He  drew  a  party  around  him,  a»d  it 
seemed  as  though  the  matter  never 
could  be  settled.  We  did  every  thing 
we  could  to  save  the  deacon  and  his 
friends  from  being  cut  off  from  the 
church ;  for  it  was  determined,  if  he 
were     excommunicated,    they    would 

fo  with  him.  About  the  middle  of 
anuary  we  concluded  we  must  proceed 
to  ultimate  measures,  as  there  was,  to 
human  appearance,  no  hope  of  a  recon- 
ciliation. He  was  accordingly  cited  be- 
fore the  session.  He  came  with  his 
friends  for  his  witnesses,  with  a  de- 
termination "to  break  down  the  ses- 
iion,"  as  he  had  previously  told  me.  I 
was  well  aware  that  it  was  a  fearful 
crisis  in  the  church.  I  had  resolved  to 
make  one  effort  more  at  a  settlement, 
after  his  case  should  come  on  ;  I  did  so. 
We  spent  the  evening  till  about  10 
o'clock  in  an  attempt  to  "  talk  the  matter 
down,"  but  without  apparent  success. 
About  that  time  he  began  to  yield  and 
soon  melted  down,  confessed,  shook 
hands  with  each  member  of  the  session, 
and  his  friends  seemed  not  less  affected 
than  himself.  Indeed,  I  never  witnessed 
such  a  session  meeting  before.  The 
trouble  was  over,  and  a  public  announce- 
ment of  the  whole  was  ordered  to  be 
made  from  the  desk  the  next  Sabbath. 


The  effect  has  been  like  cntting  loose 
a  mill-stone  from  the  neck  of  the  churchu 
The  deacon  and  his  friends  have  en- 
gaged heartily  in  our  prayer  meetings 
since,  and  appear  almost  like  young  con- 
verts. Several  other  members  of  the 
church  had  backslidden,  or  walked  dis- 
orderly, all  of  whom  have  been  reclaim- 
ed, with  one  exception.  Him  we  sus- 
pended, but  his  feelings  are  becoming 
about  right,  and  I  trust  he  will  make  his 
confession  and  be  restored  soon. 

This  statement  of  our  difficulties,  and 
their  happy  settlement,  is  sufficient  to 
show  you  there  is  more  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  here  than  there  has  been  for  three 
years  past  Our  prospects  are  now  fair 
for  buildinff  up  the  church  and  society. 
I  am  told,  the  congregation  on  an 
average,  has  never  been  larger  than  it 
has  been  for  two  months  past  We  have 
solemn,  fixed  attention,  and  good  prayer 
meetings,  but  not  what  we  call  a  revival ; 
though  there  is  a  revived  state  of  reli- 
gious feeling  in  the  church.  I  hope  we 
shall  see  better,  days  soon. 


THE  GENTLE  DEW. 

From  a  ReporL 

For  some  time  past  our  church  ap- 
pears to  have  been  increasing  in  holi- 
ness, zeal  and  activity.  And  the  feeling 
appears  to  pervade  the  minds  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  members  of  the 
church,  that  they  must  become  more 
hily,  and  be  more  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  their  Saviour  than  they  have  gene- 
rally been.  We  have  increased  the 
number  of  our  weekly  meetings  for  a 
few  weeks.  Last  Saturday  we  had  a 
church  meeting  and  fast  It  was  a  very 
interesting  meeting ;  all  seemed  to  feel 
deeply  that  we  ne^ed  a  refreshmg  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord.  And  indeed, 
while  we  were  praying  and  confessing 
our  sins,  the  Lord  did  hear  our  prayers, 
and  manifest  himself  unto  us  as  he  does 
not  unto  the  world.  Sabbath  day  the  com- 
munion of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  ad- 
ministered. Two  individuals  and  heads 
of  families  were  received  into  the 
church  by  profession. 
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AUXILIARIES. 


MASSACHUSETTS  MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

We  have  inadvertently  omitted  until  this 
late  day,  to  notice  the  annual  meeting  of  thb 
efficient  Society  on  the  25th  May  last,  in  the 
Marlboro'  Chapel,  Boston. 

Rev.  Dr.  Codman  presided.  After  an  ad- 
dress by  Rev.  Levi  Pacxabd,  who  moved 
jthe  acceptance  of  the  Report,  the  following 
resolutions  were  sustained  by  addresses,  viz 

By  Rev.  T.  S.  CLARKB,—Resolved,  That 
the  work  of  Home  Missions  is  commended 
to  the  community  as  eminently  a  work  of 
self-preservation. 

By  Rev.  J.  S.  C.  Abbott,— Resolved,  That 
the  evangelization  of  the  world  is  intimately 
connected  with  the  cause  of  American  Home 
Missions. 

By  Rev.  Thomas  Brainsbo,— Resolved, 
That  in  the  spiritual  wants  of  our  own  land, 
we  recognized  motives  to  augment  the  mis- 
sionary zeal  of  the  ministers  and  churches 
of  New-England. 

EXTRACTS    FROM '  THE    42d    ANNUAL 
REPORT, 

Presented  by  Rev,  J,  8.  Clark,  Secretary. 

The  Society  since  the  day  of  its  fee- 
ble beginning,  has  dispensed  the  means 
of  salvation  among  the  destitute  in 
Maine,  New-Hampshire,  Vermont  and 
Rhode  Island  ;  throughout  all  Western 
New- York,  in  parts  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Tennessee,  **  among  the  Wyandot 
Indians,"  "  on  the  borders  of  Canada," 
"in  Nova  Scotia,"  and  "at  New-Or- 
leans," besides  sustaining  an  hundred 
and  sixty  feeble  churches  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  pouring  into  the  treasury  of 
the  National  Society  many  thousands 
of  dollars  to  assist  in  carrying  the  Gos- 
pel to  every  new  settlement  in  the  land. 

Treasury. 

The  friends  of  Home  Missions  have 
again  had  the  strength  of  their  friend- 
ship tested,  by  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments — real  and  imaginary — under 
which  the  country  has  groaned  through 


the  whole  of  the  year.  And  well  have 
they  sustained  the  test  The  balance 
on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year  was  $3,700  66.  The  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  since  that  time  have 
amounted  to  $17,581  31 ;  making  the 
entire  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
mittee, $21,286  97.  Of  this  sum, 
$8,796  21,  have  been  expended  on  the 
destitute  within  the  limits  of  this  State, 
and  $6,219  62  paid  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  American  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety at  New- York.  In  addition  to  this 
last  named  sum,  $3,868  43  have  gone 
directly  to  that  Society  without  passing 
through  this  Treasury.  The  whole 
amount,  therefore,  contributed  to  the 
cause  of  Home  Missions,  from  Massa- 
chusetts, during  the  past  year,  is  $21, 
449  74;  being  $2,118  27  in  advance 
of  the  year  preceding;  and  the  sum 
that  has  been  sent  forth  to  supply  the 
destitute  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State, 
is  $10,088  05. 

Summary. 

The  whole  number  of  churches  to 
which  the  funds  of  this  Society  have 
been  appropriated  during  the  year,  is  71. 
The  largest  amount  tl]^t  any  one  has 
received,  is  $300 ;  the  smallest,  $50 ; 
the  average,  $131. 

Sixty-three  of  these  churches  were^ 
on  the  list  of  the  preceding  year ;  the 
remaining  eight  have  since  been  added. 
Ten  of  &ose  which  received  aid  that 
year,  have  received  nothing  this>  and 
therefore  are  not  included  in  the  present 
list  Two  or  three  of  the  ten  are 
thought  to  be  not  at  present  in  a  con- 
dition to  be  profited  by  pecuniary  aid ; 
the  rest  have  risen  above  the  need  of  it, 
and  will  henceforth  stand  related  to 
Home  Missions,  not  as  beneficiaries, 
but  as  benefactors — "distributing  to 
the  necessities  of  saints"  who  are  now 
as  needy  as  they  themselves  have  been. 
About  as  many  more  have  signified 
their  intention  to  assume  the  entire  sup- 
port of  their  ministers,  after  the  appro- 
priations of  the  present  year  have  been 
received.  53  of  the  churches  have 
pastors  ;  15  have  stated  supplies ;  and 
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three  are  supplied  only  a  part  of  the 
year. 

Five  pastors  h%ye  heen  dismissed,  and 
16  have  been  settled.  Of  the  dismis- 
sions, three  were  occasioned  by  the 
failure  of  the  pastor's  health ;  one,  by 
the  inadequacy  of  his  support;  thej 
other— for  no  reason,  that  has  yet  come 
to  the  ears  of  your  Committee.  Of  the 
ministers  settled  during  the  year,  6  were 
ordained,  and  10  installed. 

More  than  9,700  hearers,  on  an 
average,  have  been  gathered  from  Sab- 
bath to  Sabbath  into  the  sanctuaries 
where  your  missionaries  have  preached. 
A  much  larger  number  have  shared 
their  pastoral  labors  in  the  almost  3,000 
families  from  which  the  congregations 
have  been  gathered. 

The  whole  number  of  church-mem- 
bers under  their  care,  is  about  4,200. 
To  51  churches  the  additions  by  pro- 
fession have  been,  212  ;  by  letter,  103. 
The  number  added  to  them  all  has  pro- 
bably been,  not  far  from  500. 

At  ten  of  the  stations  there  have  been 
seasons  of  special  religious  interest,  in 
which,  it  is  hoped,  that  over  200  souls 
have  become  subjects  of  grace.  The 
hopeful  conversions  reported  by  all  the 
missionaries,  is  330. 

Two  meeting-houses  and  onp  vestry 
have  been  finished  and  dedicated.  The 
building  of  six  other  places  of  worship 
is  now  in  progress,  or  soonlo  commence. 
In  four  pari^es  a  parsonage  has  been 
provided. 

STRUGGLES  OF  FEEBLE  CHURCHES. 

The  uncomplaining  spirit  with  which 
these  are  endured  from  year  to  year  in 
many  of  the  churches,  does  honor  to 
the  cause  for  which  they  struggle.  A 
feeble  band  who  cheerfully  consented 
that  their  appropriation  last  year  should 
be  reduced  from  f  100  to  #75  for  the 
sake  of  others  more  necessitous,  and 
who  in  addition  contributed  $86  to  the 
objects  of  benevolence,  pay  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  own  minister  as  follows  :— 
*•  One,  whose  property  is  not  worth  $500, 
pays  $20.  Two  others — a  father-in-law 
and  son-in-law,  composing  one  family, 
and  the  sum  of  whose  valuation  is  $2,050, 
pay  $100  or  more.  Another  whose 
valuation  is  $200,  pays  $11.  Two 
others,  father  and  son,  whose  united 

*14 


valuation  is  $968,  pay  $13.  Another, 
valuation  $1,176,  pays  $20.  Another, 
worth  $425,  pays  $15.  These  are  one 
half  the  male  members  in  the  church; — 
all  farmers  on  a  rough  soil,  except  one, 
who  is  a  young  mechanic.*' 

Amonff  the  churches  that  have  lately 
relinquished  their  dependence  on  the 
Massachusetts  Missionary  Society  and 
become  its  coadjutors  in  extending  re- 
lief to  others,  is  one,  which,  for  thirteen 
years,  received  its  fostering  care  ;  dnd 
during  these  years  the  members  of  that 
church  paid  for  the  support  of  preaching 
six  times  the  amount  of  all  their  other 
taxes,  "And  we  would  pay  it  over 
again,"  said  one  oT  those  members  to 
your  Secretary  on  a  recent  visit  to  that 
church, — *•  we  would  pay  it  all  over 
again,  rather  than  part  with  the  bless- 
ings which  the  gospel  has  brought  us.** 
Reproaches  that  were  heaped  upon 
them  in  the  commencement  of  their 
course,  had  left  them  unstained.  Ob« 
stacles,  thrown  in  their  way,  had  been 
surmounted.  The  moral  atmosphere  of 
the  place  had  been  ohanged.  The  de- 
vourer  had  been  rebuked  for  their  sakes. 
More  than  200  members  had  been  added 
to  the  church,  and  most  of  their  children 
had  been  hopefully  converted.  Thus 
**  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Christ"  to 
some  01  his  followers  now,  as  in  primi* 
tive  times,  **  not  only  to  believe  on  him, 
but  also  to  sufibr  for  his  sake ;"  and 
thus  does  he  carry  them  through  the 
struggle,  and  reward  their  toil. 

INDICATIONS    OF    WHAT    GOD    INTENDS 
TO  DO  BY  THE  AMERICAN  CHURCHES. 

It  is  no  longer  to  be  doubted,  that 
great  events,  and  such  as  stand  con^ 
nected  with  the  moral  renovation  of  the 
world,  are  wrapt  up  in  the  future  des- 
tinies of  this  nation — ready  to  be  re- 
vealed by  the  action  of  just  those  causes 
which  the  spirit  of  missions  is  now  put> 
ting  in  train.  All  tke  lines  of  Divine 
Providence  seem  converging  to  this  one 
point.  Even  the  growing  numbers  of 
the  unevangelized  among  us,  do  not 
form  an  exception  ;  for  a  large  propor- 
tion of  these  have  come  from  less  favor- 
ed lands — ^brought  hither  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  we  may  believe,  not  to 
overthrow  our  institutions,  and  chqngit 
Qur  customs,  but  to  be  wrought  upok 
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and  KENOVATED  by'  them,  if  we  are 
dnly  true  to  the  trust  which  Heaven 
has  committed  to  our  hands.  We  should 
reasonably  expect  just  such  a  course  of 
divine  providence,  were  it  knoum  to  be 
the  will  of  God,  that  this  country  should 
take  a  leading  part  in  the  regeneration 
of  the  world.  Were  it  found  written  in 
prophecy  ^at  the  christian  church 
which  was  planted  on  these  shores  200 
years  ago,  would  attract  "  the  Gentiles 
to  its  light"  and  "  Kings  to  the  bright- 
ness of  its  rising,"  we  should  naturally 
presume  that  God  would  demand  of  us 
something  more  than  missionaries  to 
the  heamen,  and  the  means  of  their 
support  These,  of.  course,  he  would 
demand  in  large  supplies ;  but  we  should 
think  it  highly  probable  that  he  would 
also  bring  multitudes  from  less  enlight- 
ened lands  to  this,  that  they  might  be 
taught  and  moulded  here^  under  all  the 
advantages  which  free  institutions  and 
practical  religion  can  afford.  It  would 
be  wise  economy,  and  greatly  facilitate 
the  work  which  he  had  given  us  to  do. 
And  if  he  should  permit  the  Catholics 
to  come  in  such  numbers  as  to  render  it 
e2ctremely  hazardous  for  us  to  neglect 
their  salvation,  it  would  only  show  the 
more  clearly  what  the  mind  of  God  was, 
It  would  be  a  still  more  impressive  de- 
monstration of  the  responsibility  which 
he  was  putting  upon  us  in  regard  to  this 
world's  conversion.  Such,  in  fact,  is  the 
very  aspect  of  his  providence  in  this 
particular  at  the  present  time.  And 
when  we  connect  this  arrangement  of 
providence  with  others  not  less  marked, 
when  we  associate  it  with  those  "  won- 
ders of  old"  which  God  performed,  in 
**  sifting  three  kingdoms  that  he  might 
plant  the  American  wilderness  with  the 
choicest  wheat,"  and  those  greater  won- 
ders which  have  since  been  displayed 
in  the  outpouring  of  his  Spirit  on  every 
part  of  the  land  where  his  gospel  has 
been  preached — and  even  in  heathen 
lands  to  which  our  missionaries  have 
fi^one,  who  can  doubt  that  he  had  a 
blessing  in  store  for  all  nations  when 
he  laid  the  foundations  of  this  ? 

To  realize  this  blessing,  by  raising  up 
these  foundations,  is  the  grand  aim  of 
American  Home  Missions.  And  with 
all  the  facilities  which  God  has  given 
us  for  the  attainment  c^  this  result,  its 
final  failure  must  involve  us  in  the  so- 


lemn charge,  *'  Ye  shut  up  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  against  men," 


BOXES  FOR  MISSIONARY  FAMI- 
LIES AT  THE  WEST. 

The  appeal  from  Marshall  Presby- 
tery in  behalf  of  ministers  in  Michigan^ 
which  has  been  extensively  published 
in  the  religious  papers,  has  awakened  a 
deep  sympathy  among  the  churches  at 
the  East,  and  a  generous  response  has 
been  made.  Many  boxes  of  clothing 
and  books  have  been  forwarded  throu^ 
the  officers  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  and  many 
more  have  been  sent  directly  by  the 
donors  to  the  destitute.  From  a  few  a[ 
these  we  have  heard,  and  the  expres- 
sions of  thankfulness  bespeak  a  deep 
feeling  awakened  by  the  reception  of 
these  timely  gifts.  They  are  cups  (rf 
cold  water,  mven  in  the  name  of  Cfhrist 
to  his  discij^es,  and  they  **  shall  in  no 
wise  lose  their  reward." 

The  boxes  have  been  sent  mainly  to 
Michigan,  and  it  is  expected  their  con- 
tents will  be  distributed  to  the  families 
of  all  Congregational  and  Presbyterian 
ministers,  whose  desire  to  receive  them 
can  be  ascertained.  Mr.  A.  M*Farren, 
at  Detroit,  and  Rev.  J.  L.  Tomlinson,  at 
Adrian,  have  kindly  consented  to  receive 
the  boxes  and  make  such  disposition  of 
them  as  should  be  agreed  upon.  At  the 
time  of  writing  this  notice  we  have  not 
received  information  of  the  particular 
arrangements  made  for  distributing  the 
articles,  but  presume  that  the  details 
were  arranged  at  the  autumnal  meetings 
of  the  ecclesiastical  bodies.  From  Si 
the  information  we  possess,  we  suppose 
about  50  boxes  have  been  sent  to  Michi' 
gan,  and  some  15  or  20  to  Wisconsin 
and  Illinois.  Did  the  lateness  of  the 
season  permit,  we  should  urge  tiiat  some 
of  those  yet  to  come  should  be  directed 
to  Iowa  and  Missouri. 

Our  christian  friends  will  pardon  the 
suggestion,  that  possibly  this  effort  may 
diminish  the  amount  of  pecuniary  col- 
lections in  aid  of  western  missions. 
We  trust  this  will  not  be  the  case. 
The  great  cause  of  Home  Missions  is 
so  vital  to  the  salvation  of  this  landi 
that  it  must  be  a  matter  of  steady  prin- 
ciple. The  Society  needs  a  regular 
income,  or  it  cannot  make  regular  ap« 
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n nations  to  the  ministry  in  tha  West 
iny  congregation  by  making  up  a 
missionary  box  should  cut  short  their 
contributions  to  this  cause,  they  may 
thereby  inflict  upon  the  missionary  an 
injury  greater  than  the  benefit  conferred. 
We  have  reason  to  suppose  that  many 
boxes  are  now  in  a  course  of  prepara- 
tion, and  are  intended  to  be  sent  out 


this  fall.  We  would  advise  thatif  diese 
cannot  be  on  their  way  on  the  JE^e 
canal  by  the  first  of  November,  it  will 
be  better  to  retain  them  until  next 
spring.  There  is  much  uncertainty  in 
the  late  navigation  of  the  canal  and  the 
lakes,  and  mere  is  danger  of  goods 
being  shut  up  in  the  ice,  or  lost  in  the 
gales  on  I^ake  Erie. 


AppointmetUs  by  the  Sxeeuiive  Committee  of  the  A,  H.  M.  S.y  from  September  IH 

to  October  Ut,  1841. 


Not  in  commitntm  hut  jftar, 
KoT.  Samuel  K.  Ward»  South  BuUer,  N.  Y. 
Rer.  B.  F.  Pratt,  Dundee,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Samuel  Griswold,  Mumfordaville,  N.  Y. 
Rer.  Henry  Clark,  Havana,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  — —  Kittridge,  Bethel,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  M.  C.  Gaylord,  UnadUla^  N.  Y. 
Rev.  H.  W.  Morgan.  La  FargeviUe,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  John  Morse,  Worcester,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  U.  W.  Lee,  Georgetown,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Lewis  Shepherd,  Theresa,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  John  Gray,  Cahoes,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  K.  L.  Sears,  to  go  to  the  West. 
Rev.  G.  S.  Johnson,  bwan  Creek  and  Pike,  O. 
Rev.  Adam  L.  Rankin,  Van  Buren  co.,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Ward  Child,  Wethersfield,  ^e^  N.  Y. 

Re-appoiMUd, 
Rev.  A.  W.  Gray.PorUand, N.  Y. 


Rev.  Wm.  J.  WUcox,  Burton,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  Underwood,  Millport,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Samuel  Sessions,  Centervilie,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  R.  Ue  Forest,  4tb  Church,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  8.  Emery,  Perrysburg  and  ForrestviUe,N.T. 

Rev.  C.  B.  Fancher,  McGrawville,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  VV.  C.  Rankin,  YeUow  Springs,  Iowa. 

Rev.  E.  Evans.  Leydeu,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  R.  Kimball,  Alder  Creek.  N.  Y. 

Rev.  E.  Buck,  Homer,  Michigan. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Duncan.  Fairfield  and  Norway,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Gea  P.  King,  Lima,  Michigan. 

Rev.  Stephen  EUis,  Meredith,  M.  Y. 

Rev.  Moses  Ordway,  Fine  Grove,  Wisconsin. 

Rev.  James  Hildreth,  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Jones,  Welch  ch..  New- York. 

Rev.  Sherman  Hoy  t.  Pleasant  Valley  W.,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Geo.  Gemmel,  to  go  to  the  West 

Rev.  W.  C.  Wisner,  2d  Ch.,  Lockport,  N.  Y. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums  from  September  1st  to  October  1st,  1841. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Cornish,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stone,  by  N. 

H.Misa.Soc, 
Keene,Charles  P.  Perkins,  L.  M.  in  full, 

by  W.  Lamson, 
Nashua,  Hon.  Kdward  Parker,  by  N.  H. 

Miss.  Soc., 
MASSACHUSETTS— 
Andover,  West  Parish,  by  W.  Pierce, 
Belchertown,  Brainard  Ch.,  Fem.  Ben. 

Soc,  to  const  Rev.  G.  A.  Oviatt  a  L. 

M.,  by  Eliza  M.  Kellogg,  Tr., 
Holdeu,  Aliss  Sophronia  Perry, 
West  Springfield,  in  part  of  legacy  of 

the  late  Rev.   J.   L.  Pomeroy,   by 

L.  Strong.  Esq., 
CONNECTICUT— 
Missionary  s$oc,  by  F.  Parsons,  Tr., 
Greenwich,  First  Ch.  and  Soc,  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Payne, 

Stilson  Benev.  Soc,  of  which  $30  is 
from  friends  of  Missions  to  const 
Miss  Sarah  Lewis  a  L.  M. 
Madison,  Gent  Assoc,  by  David  P. 

Meigs,  Treasurer, 
New-Haven,  East  Dist.,  H.  M.  Assoc, 
by  H.  E.  Hodges,  Tr., 

Branford,  First  Soc, 

North  Branford, 

North  Guilford, 
New  Milford  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,  by 

Mr.  WhitUesey,  $100;  Fem.  Miss. 

Soc,  by  Miss  G.  A.  Merwin,  $10,   . 
Norwich,  legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Maty 

Perkins,  by  D.  Watkinson, 
Salisbvy ,  legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Sally 

Sterling,  by  Lot  Norton,  Ex., 


$20  00 

10  00 

20  00 

55  00 

30  00 
10  00 

250  00 

,000  00 

11  77 

430  00 

44  75 

75 

18  24 

22  78 

110  00 

100  00 

900  00 

Scotland,   Cong.  Soc,  $18;   Ladies' 

Char.  Soc,  $5 ;  by  James  Burnet 
Simsbury,  Cong.  Soc,  by  A.  R.  Eno, 
NEW-YORK— 
Almond,  coll.,  by  Rev.  A.  Parmelee, 
Brooklyn,  1st  Presb.  Ch.,  James  Ruth- 

ven, 
Colchester,  friend, 
New  Lebanou,Cong.Ch.,Young  Ladies* 

Soc,  to  const.  Rev.  John  O.  Hall  a  L. 

M.,  through  Berkshire  Co.;  Mass., 

Miss.  Soc,  by  Mrs.  C.  P.  Hall,  Tree., 
New-York  city,  viz : 

Central  OK.  Sab.  Sch.,  by  G.  C.  Bur- 
nap, 

Mercer  St.  Oh.i  Mon.  Con.  coll.,  by 
T.S.Nelson, 

ViUage  Ch.,  R.  Hunt, 

Rev.  John  Spaulding, 
West  Troy,  Gurdon  Grant 
Shelter  Island,  Mon.  Con.  Coll.,  by  Rev. 

Mr.  Ingmire, 

NEW-JERSEY— 
Madison,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Arms, 
Morristown,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Arden, 
PENNSYLVANU— 
Leacock,  legacy  of  the  late  James  John- 
son, by  T.  a  Woods, 
Wikesbarre,  W.  C.  Gildersleeve, 
OHIO- 
Euclid,  Mrs.  Sarah  Shaw,  by  Rev.  W. 
F.  Curry, 
ILUNOIS— 
Bethany,  Ch.,baL  0^64 :  James  Rankiiif 
$5;  byRev.W.CRanUn, 


23  00 
50  25 


788 


10  00 
100  00 


30f 


327 

72  71 
1»5 
900 

25  00 

3  26 


30  00 
50  00 


46  75 
9010 


1100 
5  64 
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Paris,  bj  Rev.  W.  C.  RmUm, 

Riuhvilie,  do. 

IOWA  TERRITORY— 

Iowa  city,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin, 

Yellow  Spring,  do. 

A  Rev.  Friend, 
LOWER  CANADA— 

Friend,  by  A.  C.  Bull, 
Sundry  donatione  for  expenses  <^boxes 
(^dotbing. 


S06 
150 

1  00 

2  10 
2  70 

10  00 
10  00 

18  50 


JASPER  CORNING,  Trea$urer.       $2,915  16 


B§xe9  •/  eMkingt  ifc^  sent  or  reported  to  the  A. 
H.M,8,twUhtlufaalmieaae9timatedlnftkedmMr». 
Augusta,  N.  Y.,  Ladies,  by  Rev.  O.  Bar- 

tnolomew, 
Blandford,  Miss.,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc,  by 

Rev.  C.  J.  Hinsdale, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Ladies,  by  BIrs.  J.  Wheel- 
right— 3  boxes, 
Caldwell,  N.  J.,  by  S.  L.  Tuttle, 
Clinton  and  Manchester,  N.  Y.,  including 

books  from  Kirkland, 
Dover,  N.  H.,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Younjr, 
East  Hampton,  Mass.,  by  Mrs.  £.  Q.  Wil- 

liston. 
Grass  Hill,  West  Milbury,  Mass.  Fern. 

Benev.  Assoc 
Grassy  Hill,  Ct,  by  Rev.  O.  Brown, 
Greenfield,  Mass^  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 
H.  A.  Tucker, 
2d  Cong.  Ch.       do 
Homer,  N.  Y.,  by  Rev.  D.  Piatt, 
Hunter,  N.  Y.,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc  and  in- 

dividual  families, 
Middlefield,  Mass,  a  box, 
New  Canaan,  Ct,  Cong.  Ch.,  Ladies, 
New-Haven,  Ct,  Rev.  H.  G.  Ludlow's 

Ch.,  box  and  barrel, 
New-Lebanon,  Cong.  Ch.,  and  Canaan, 

Four  Comers,  N.  V., 
New-York  City,  individuals,  by  T.  W. 
Blatchford, 
Friend,  books, 
2  bundles  left  at  office, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  1st  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Mrs. 

J.  H.  Livingston,    ^ 
8tonington,Ct., 
Wayland,  Mass.,  Fem.  Assoc,   by  A. 

Bigelow, 
West  Coventry,  N.  Y.,  Ladies,  by  Elisa 

A.PhiUips, 
Worthington  and  Kensington  Societies, 

Berlin,  Ct.,  Ladies,  by  8.  W.Goodrich,    141  39 
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45  50 
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100  00 

102  36 

34  16 
20  00 

75  00 
60  00 
153  65 

137  44 
75  00 

150  00 

86  25 

67  75 
700 


120  00 
180  00 


36  43 
102  37 


RtceipU  of  the  New-Hampehire  Mite,  Soc.  for  the 

fumrter  ending  October  1st,  1841.  B.  P.  Stone,  Sec, 

Amherst,  to  const  Elizabeth  G.  Lowman 
aL.M., 

Francestown,  Miss  Harriet  Down, 

Chester,  Mrs.  Parris  Bell, 

Nashua  Village,  Cong.  Soc, 

Interest  on  fund, 

Epsom,  Cong.  Soc 

Exeter,  2d  Cong.  Soc, 

Dorchester,  Coiig.Boc, 

Sanbornton,  Cong.  Soc,  10  10;  Deac.  M. 
Emery,  2, 

Hill,  Mon.  Con.  coll., 

Concord,  Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  for  supplying 
pulpit,  Chelsea,  Vt, 

Lmidonderry,  Presb.  Soc, 

Meriden,  C.  S.  Richards,  5  ;  S.  B.  Dun- 
can, 5;  Daniel  Merrill,  5  i  R.  Duncan, 
5 ;  individuals,  29  15, 

&ampton,  Cong.  Soc 

North  Hampton, 

Cornish, U  75}  Sarah  C.  Dow, 5, 


15  00 

600 

6  00 

10  35 

118  30 

15  00 

27  00 

21  41 

12  10 
300 

15  00 
14  22 


49  15 
17  35 
900 
16  75 


Salem,  Mon.  Con.  CoIL, 

Hopkinton,  Conff.  Soc,  16  36;  Rev.  Mr. 

Kimball,  5 ;  Nathan  Kelly,  3, 
Hancock,  Deac  J.  Kimball.  5;  Mrs.  R. 

Boutelle,  5;   Joseph  Mills,  2:  Cong. 

Soc,  7  28, 
Greenfield,  Conr.  Soc, 
Windham,  Prew.  Soc, 
Hillsborough  Bridge,  Cong.  Soc 
Plymouth,  James  McQuestion,  5 ;  A.  Mc- 

Question,  2;   P.  S.  Cross,  0  50;  M. 

George,  0  50 ;  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Bradley,  . 

5 ;  Wm.  Green  and  family,  6  2S» 

Campton,  Deac  J.  B , 

Antrim,  Presb. Soc,  22  25 ;  Robert  Dun- 
can, 3;  Naomi  Duncan,  3, 
Newport,  Rev.  Mr.  Woods, 
Hillsburgh.  Centre  Cong.  Soc, 
Amherst,  Cong.  Soc,  29 ;  Jacob  Sergeant, 

5;  R.Boylston,5, 
Franconia,  Cong.  Soc, 
Bethlehem,  Cong.  Soc, 
Merrimack,  Mrs.  Mary  Parker, 
Center  Harbor,  Cong.  Soc, 
Holils,  R.  A.  C,  to  const  Miss.  Sarah 

Orcutt  a  L.  M.,  30 ;  to  const  Miss  Ruth 

Smith  L.  M.,in  part,  15, 
Concord,  Rev.  B.  P.  Stone,  5 ;   Nathan 

Holt,  5 ;  Cong.  Soc,  38  15, 
Chester,  Cong.  Soc,  13 ;  J.  W.  Noyes,  5, 
Nashua,  First  Cong.  Soc, 
Antrim,  Presb.  Soc, 
Pelhiun,  Cong.  Soo., 
Dalton,  Cong.  Soc,  1  76 ;  Rer.  Mr.  Wood, 

1  00, 
Littieton,  Abgah  Allen,  2  ;    Catharine 

Allen,  2, 
Moultonborough,Mr8.  Martha  Dodge, 
Francestown,  Amos  Flint,  6 ;   Moses  E. 

Bradford,   4  75  ;   Wm.  Cochran,  4; 

Moses  Fisher  5 ;  Emily  Kingsbury,  5 ; 

Nathaniel  P.  Webster,  5;  others,  5  30, 
Mount  Vernon,  Timothy  Kittredge,  5; 

James  Stewart,  10 ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Starrett, 

10 ;  Timothy  Kittredge,  5, 
Collection  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  N. 

H.  Mist.  Soc 
Pittofield,  Kev.  M.  Curtis, 
Nelson,  Otis  C.  Whiton, 
Henniker,  Abel  Connor, 
Alstead,  Benev.  Soc,  8;  Cong.  Soc,  9  25> 
FitzwilUam,  Cong.  Soc, 
Lebanon,  Cong.  Soc, 
Keene.Cong.Soc,35  03;  Mon.Con.colL 

43;  Samuel  Chi^pman,  1, 
JaflVay,  Kev.  Giles  Ljrman, 
Rindge,  Home  Miss.  Soc, 
Troy,  Mon.  Con.  colL, 
Roxbury,  Ch.  and  Dom.  Miss.  Soc, 
Surry,  Cong.  Soc, 
Swanzey,  Cong.  Soc, 
Walpole,  Cong.  Soc, 
Concord,  First  Cong.  Soc,  27  02;  F.  N. 

Fisk,  5  ;  Samuel  MorriU,  5, 
Wentwortii,  Rev.  J.  S.  Davis, 
Pembroke,  Cong.  Soc, 

Lempster,2dCh.,2;  Reuben  R ,5, 

Claremont,  J.  Stevens,  5 ;  Cong.  Soc, 

^20, 
Walpole,  Cong.  Soc, 
Hanover,  Dartmouth  College, 
West  Plainfield,  Mrs.  Wm.  Hutchinson, 
Derry,  Presb.  Soc, 
Bedford,  Presb.  Soc, 
Conway,  Rev.  Mr.  WUde,  10;  Ladies' 

Sewing  Circle,  to  const  Rev.  J.  Wilde 

a  L.  Mm  30;  Mr.  Wilde's  Soc,  15; 

Friend,  5, 
Cent  Institution, 
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SKETCHES  OF  BEAL  CHARACTEBS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKINa  FACTS,  FURNISHED 
CHTEFLT  BY  CLERGYMEN.  ^ 


AN  OLD  MAN'S  HOPE  SEARCHED. 

The  old  man  indulged  hope  for  near- 
ly forty  years.  During  a  violent  attack 
of  bilious  cholic,  he  was  thoroughly 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  his  condition ; 
it  seemed  to  him  that  he  must  die.  His 
agony  of  mind  was  great  because  he 
had  sinned  against  the  plain  duties  of 
family  prayer  and  a  covenant  walk  with 
God's  people.  But  he  was  soon  enabled 
confidently  to  trust  in  a  sin-pardoning 
God,  and  calmly  awaited  his  death.  But 
to  his  own  surprise,  and  that  of  all  his 
friends,  he  presently  began  to  amend, 
and  in  a  few  days  was  restored.  But  he 
did  not  in  health  forget  his  consecration 
to  God  in  the  hour  of  peril.  As  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  sit  in  his  chair,  he 
called  for  his  Bible^  and  for  his  children 
to  assemble  round  him — though  some 
of  them  were  now  advanced  to  middle 
life — and,  for  the  first  time,  he  read  the 
word  of  God,  and  prayed  with  them. 
He  neict  appeared  in  the  church  meet- 
ing, ready  to  tell  the  wonderful  dealings 
of  God  with  him,  and  humbly  to  ask  for 
a  place  among  the  covenant  people  of 
Christ  He  was  joyfully  received  to  the 
communion  of  the  church.  He  seems 
to  love  the  truth,  is  active  in  social 
meetings,  and  in  other  respects  appears 
like  one  truly  bom  of  tiie  Spirit.  His 
language  is,  '*I  can  never  bless  the  Lord 
enough  for  what  he  has  done  for  me." 

M.  h. 


WHAT  ONE  CHRISTIAN  CAN    DO  IN  THE 
WEST. 

/ 

I  am  truly  thankful  to  your  Society 
for  the  aid  you  are  so  kind  as  to  give  to 


myself  and  to  this  church,  which  is 
strugglmg  for  an  existence  amidst  manv 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  and  mudb 
opposition  from  those  who  act  as  if  gain 
were  godliness.  But  for  the  aid  you  so 
generously  bestow  upon  us,  it  would 
seem  that  the  candlestick  must  be  re- 
moved out  of  its  place,  and  this  whole 
portion  of  our  rising  territory  be  left 
without  a  watohman  of  our  name ;  al- 
though there  are  some  generous  spirits 
here  who  are  ready  to  give  according  to 
their  power, — ^yea,  and  beyond  their 
power, — to  sustain  the  preached  gospel. 
To  show  you  this,  and  to  encourage 
those  at  the  East  who  are  willing  to  de- 
ny themselves  that  they  may  aid  in  sus- 
taining your  missionaries  at  the  West, 
I  will  mentiqn  some  things  which  one 
of  the  ofScers  of  this  church  has  been 
ready  very  cheerfully  to  do  rather  than 
that  this  place  should  be  deprived  of 
ministerial  labor. 

•  Resolved  that  nothing  should  be  want- 
ing on  his  part  to  secure  a  pastor  to  his 
beloved  church,  he  pledged  that  the 
travelling  expenses  of  a  minister  from 
a  distant  field  to  this  place  should  be 
borne.  These,  amounting  to  about  $140^ 
including  the  transportation  of  family, 
furniture,  &c.,  were  at  once  refunded 
on  our  arrival,  two-thirds  of  the  sum 
probably  from  his  own  funds.  Besides 
he  pays  $100  per  annum  for  my  sup- 
port, and  gives  me  in  addition  the  gra- 
tuitous use  of  a  dwelling-house,  a  bet- 
ter house  than  I  have  rented  in  other 
places  and  in  times  of  pecuniary  pros- 
perity, for  $150  a  year ;  and  that  mv 
temporal  wants  might  be  all  supplied, 
he  caused  to  be  built  at  his  own  ex- 
pense a  small  barn,  to  accommodate  my 
horse  and  cow ;  and  had  a  well  dug  on 
the  premises  20  feet  deep  and  finely 
walled  up  with  stone.    Instead  of  feel- 
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ing  that  in  all  this  he  has  done  too  much, 
he  lays  me  under  new  obligations  by 
unnumbered  kind  attentions.  When  I 
had  no  horse,  his  was  always  at  my  ser- 
vice, to  ride  to  my  distant  appointments, 
and  to  make  my  long  journeys  of  300  or 
400  miles,  to  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 
vention of  ministers.  W^ek  after  week 
he  has  not  only  provided  a  conveyance, 
but  has  gone  himself  to  drive  six  miles 
to  accompany  and  encourage  me  in  my 
pastoral  labors,  and  has  delighted  to 
carry  a  sleigh  load,  during  the  long  win- 
ter, of  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  church, 
the  same  distance  to  sustain  me  by  their 
presence  and  their  prayers.  Besides,  he 
has  never  been  forgetful  of  my  basket 
and  my  store.  The  New-England  cus- 
/  torn  of  sending  to  the  pastor  a  piece  of 
the  fatted  calf,  or  the  stalled  ox,  or  the 
tender  fowl,  has  prevailed  here  so  ex- 
tensively that,  though  my  table  has  been 
sufficiently  supplied  with  fresh  flesh, 
fish,  and  fowl,  I  have  never  but  in  one 
instance  bought  either  in  the  period  that 
I  have  been  with  this  people ;  and  in 
that  instance,  when  I  came  in  with  my 
purchase,  my  wife,  met  me,  saying  that 
the  hour  previous  more  than  we  needed 
had  been  sent  in  gratuitously  by  the 
brother  above  referred  to.  His  have 
been  the  most  frequent  donations  of  this 
kind,  though  many  others  have  been 
generously  mindful  of  our  wants. 

I  will  mention  some  additional  facts 
concerning  the  brother  to  whose  bene- 
volence 1  am  so  much  indebted.  Pre- 
vious to  the  conversion  of  him  and  his 
wife,  which  occurred  in  connection  with 
the  labors  of  a  devoted  missionary,  he 
was  engaged  in  trade  with  the  Indians, 
and  dealt  largely  in  ardent  spirits.  As 
soon  as  his  eyes  were  opened  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  to  the  awful  consequences 
of  that  traffic,  he  resolved  to  abandon 
it  entirely.  When  he  threw  away  his 
intoxicating  drinks,  he  found  his  busi- 
ness good  for  nothing,  and  he  was  thrown 
out  of  employment,  with  a  little  family 
growing  up  around  him.  Many  called 
him  a  fool  for  being  so  scrupulous ; 
while  conscientious  Christians  said : 
the  Lord  will  provide  for  those  who 
make  sacrifices  for  him.  The  event 
has  thus  far  verified  that  prediction. 
He  commenced  business,  adhering  to 
his  noble  purpose,  never  to  deal  in  that 
which  so  fearfully  destroys  the  reason 


and  souls  of  men,  and  he  has  enjoyed 
the  smiles  of  God  and  the  approbation 
of  men.  Though  he  has  not  entirely 
escaped  the  embarrassments  which  have 
been  so  universal,  yet  he  has  done  for 
years  much  as  he  is  now  doin^  to  sus- 
tain the  preached  gospel,  besides  bear- 
ing a  heavy  burden  in  building  a  church. 
As  he  has  sowed  bountifully  he  has 
also  reaped,  in  some  respects,  bounti- 
fully. During  the  previous  revival  of 
last  winter,  five  different  individuals, 
members  of  his  family,  expressed  hope 
of  conversion  to  God,  and  three  of  these 
are  now  members  of  our  church,  in 
whose  christian  walk  we  have  much 
occasion  to  rejoice. 


THE  PASTOR  A  PARENT,  BEING  SOME 
NOTICES  OF  A  COMMON  CASE  OF  EX- 
PERIENCE. 

Let  none,  after  glancing  at  the  following 
obituary,  turn  away  with  indifierence,  say- 
ing, "  it  is  only  a  child."  Those  who  have 
never  died,  themselves,  in  the  death  of  sweet 
infants,  and  still  survived  to  sufier,  cannot 
appreciate  the  language  which  a  father's  full 
heart  employs  to  describe  such  an  experi- 
ence. But  there  are  many  who  have  tasted 
this  cup,  who  can  sympathize  with  the  fol- 
lowing article ;  it  is  for  them  that  it  is  pub- 
lished. It  will  recall  scenes  of  the  past  in 
which  the  world  was  made  to  disappear  for 
a  time,  and  heaven  came  very  near  and  made 
new  impressions y^n  their  softened  hearts; 
and  peradventure  the  reading  may  quicken 
them  to  duty  in  the  training  of  those  little  ones 
whom  God  has  permitted  them  still  to  retain. 

The  scarlet  fever  was  in  this  village, 
fast  multiplying  the  victims  of  death. 
Some  of  the  sweetest  and  brightest 
were  its  trophies.  Yes,  flowers  the 
most  fragrant  and  beautiful  lay  wither- 
ed, and  tnere  was  mourning  in  many  a 
family.  I  often  visited  the  beds  of  sick- 
ness, and  accompanied  the  bereaved  to 
the  field  of  burial.  Soon,  to  the  scarlet 
fever  were  added  the  measles ;  many 
had  them  together.  Nearly  all  of  some 
families  were  sick  at  the  same  time. 
In  one  instance,  a  family  the  next  door 
to  us  were  all  sick  together  except  the 
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male  head.  We  had  scarcely  heard  that 
sickness  was  therei  ere  it  was  announ- 
ced  that  their  eldest  child  had  just  ex- 
pired, and  their  second  was  dying.  We 
hastened  to  the  spot ;  and  O  th^re  was 
such  a  scene  as  I  had  never  witnessed. 
The  eldest  daughter,  a  hlooming  little 
one,  in  her  fifth  year,  lay  a  corpse ;  the 
second,  equally  attractive,  was  lying 
sick,  her  eyes  looking  up  and  sparkling, 
her  little  hands  raised  and  in  constant 
motion,  and  her  whole  frame  in  the  live- 
liest exercise,  as  though  she  would  fiy 
off  like  an  angel  to  heaven.  The  mo- 
ther and  her  only  son,  an  interesting 
little  lad,  confined  hy  the  sickness  in 
the  same  apartment  Her  infant  daugh- 
ter, of  three  months,  sick  in  the  arms  of 
the  nurse,  and  the  father  pale  and  so- 
lemn standing  in  the  midst  of  this  over- 
whelming scene,  and  looking  as  though 
he  wondered  why  Heaven  had  such  a 
controversy  with  his  family.  Soon  the 
second  daughter  expired,  and  the  fol- 
lowing day  was  buried  in  the  same 
grave  with  her  sister ;  and  the  day  after, 
the  infant  was  interred  by  their  side. 
Thus  in  a  moment  were  these  parents 
made  desolate — one  only  child  remain- 
ing. 

A  little  previous  to  this,  being  out 
some  five  miles  to  preach  a  funeral 
sermon,  I  was  drenched  with  rain, 
which  brought  on  a  severe  in^uenza 
which  confined  me  for  a  season  to  the 
house,  and  prevented  my  preaching  for 
two  Sabbaths.  Soon  after,  and  on  the 
day  the  last  of  the  three  sisters  was 
buried,  our  only  son  was  seized  with 
the  scarlet  fever,  and  three  days  later, 
our  Harriet  Fidelia,  near  three  and  a 
half  years  old,  was  taken  with  the  same 
disease,  and  so  the  father,  son,  and 
daughter  were  the  subjects  of  the  daily 
attention  of  physicians.  My  mind  was 
now  busy  with  forebodings  !  But,  for 
a  season  the  dispensations  of  the  Lord 
appeared  better  than  my  fears,  giving 
indications,  that  shortly,  all  would  be 
well.  The  children  were  very  sick. 
In  a  fortnight,  however,  the  boy  was 
able  to  go  out,  and  soon  after,  the 
daughter  to  sit  up  a  little  each  dav. 
While  her  brother  increased  in  strengtn, 
she  remained  feeble,  occasionally  re- 
lapsing, then  growing  better  and  ex- 
citing, alternately,  painful  apprehen- 
sions and  cheering  hopes.     About  a 


month  after  she  was  taken  with  the 
fever,  she  fell  into  a  relapse.  She  was 
seized  with  violent  symptoms  late  in  the 
evening,  and  so  continued  through  the 
night  Her  case  soon  became  alarm- 
ing. We  felt  that  she  might  soon  be 
tsfen  from  us,  and  the  thought  was 
a£ony.  She  was  brilliant  and  lovely. 
She  possessed  a  most  sweet  dispositioUf 
and  was  every  way  very  promising.  If 
she  was  not  sanctified  from  her  birth, 
we  believe  she  was  very  early.  She 
was  unusually  fond  of  religious  exer- 
cises, both  at  home  and  in  the  house 
of  God.  She  greatly  delighted  to  be  in 
the  sanctuary,  and  was  habitually  there» 
almost  from  her  earliest  infancy.  When 
only  a  year  and  half  old,  she  would 
sing  several  tunes,  correctly,  with  the 
sweetest  voice ;  and  often  her  notes 
were  heard  in  the  great  congregation, 
in  harmony  with  the  choir.  At  this 
early  age,  and  ever  after,  she  knelt,  not 
only  in  family  prayer,  but  frequently  on 
other  occasions,  and  without  being  bid-r 
den,  to  pour  out  her  infant  petitions  to 
her  Father  in  heaven.  Often  would  she 
say,  "  I  love  Jesus."  With  indescrib^ 
able  simplicity  and  interest — ^her  cheeks 
glowing  and  her  eyes  sparkling,  she 
would  frequently  say,  "  I  love  God  i 
God  loves  me  ;"  "  God  made  me." 

She  had  many  excellencies,  which 
none  knew  like  her  parents.  She  was 
the  most  affectionate  of  daughters,  the 
sweetest  of  sisters,  and  the  warmest  of 
friends.  She  loved  to  share  her  little 
portions  with  others.  She  was  quick 
of  apprehension,  very  easy  to  learn,  and 
unusually  fond  of  books.  Ere  we  were 
aware  and  with  scarcely  any  help,  she 
had  committed  the  alphabet.  She  would 
often  call  our  attention  to  her  lessons, 
if  we  neglected  her,  and  this  was  espe- 
cially true,  a  little  previous  to  her  sick- 
ness. Within  two  days  of  her  death, 
she  asked  for  a  favorite  book,  and  after 
turning  over  its  pages  a  few  moments, 
for  the  last  time,  she  requested  to  have 
it  laid  up  and  kept  choice. 

She  was  very  smiling  and  playful, 
attracting  the  attention  of  every  circle 
where  we  came.  Her  name — Harriet 
Fidelia^^was  to  us  very  dear,  being 
named  after  Harriet  Newell  and  Fidelia 
Coan— the  latter  the  wife  of  a  mis- 
sionary at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
In  view  of  her  many  traits  of  loveli- 
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ness,  and  of  these  endearing  associa- 
tions, the  thought  of  a  separation, 
seemed  like  djring  ourselves.  Every 
eflbrt  was  made  to  save  her.  Two 
physicians  attended  her  faithfully  ;  but 
ho  medicine  operated  till  the  second 
morning ;  and  then — O,  the  heart-ren- 
ding scene,  which  followed ! — ^her  limbs 
became  cold,  her  pulse  ceased,  her 
breathing  was  difficult,  her  eyes  changed, 
appearing  larger,  rolling  about  the  room, 
and  then  were  fixed  expressively  on  me, 
then  on  her  mother,  as  we  knelt  by  her, 
weeping.  We  viewed  her  as  dyinff, 
expecting  every  moment  she  would 
leave  us.  We  sent,  in  haste,  for  the 
physicians,  using  at  the  same  time  all 
the  means  in  our  power  to  detain  her, 
and  "praying  with  much  entreaty," 
"with  strong  crying  and  tears,"  that 
the  Lord  would  raise  her  up.  The  doc- 
tors soon  entered  and  found  her  a  little 
revived,  but  they  expected  she  would 
soon  die.  It  was  such  a  time  we  had 
never  before  experienced.  We  had 
never  before  stood,  where  we  then 
stood.  We  had  never  before  eone  with 
a  dear  child  "  down  to  the  dark  valley," 
expecting  her,  every  moment,  to  leave  us. 
Means  were  blessed.  The  Saviour 
bid  her  tarry,  and  she  lingered  on  our 
shores.  Her  flesh  grew  warm,  and  she 
was  soon  in  complete  perspiration. 
There  were  symptoms  of  a  recovery. 
She  remained  better  for  nearly  twenty- 
four  hours.  Almost,  in  ecstacy  I  ex- 
claimed, "Can  it  be,  our  dear  dying 
child  is  still  with  us !  It  seems  like  a 
miracle."  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  j 
and  forget  not  all  his  benefits,  who  pre- 
serveth  her  and  my  family  from  death." 
••Will  the  Lord  restore  her,  and  give 
Qs  grace  to  educate  her  just  right  and 
make  her  arich  blessing  to  the  church?" 
But,  in  the  midst  of  these  happy  emo- 
tions, our  hopes  were  suddenly  blasted. 
The  burning  fever  was  on  her  lungs, 
and  they  were  in  danger  of  filling  up. 
The  next  morning  she  was  again  easier 
and  our  hopes  again  revived ;  but  ere 
noon,  they  were  exchanged,  for  more 
agonizing  fears.  Her  distress  become 
great,  and  rapidly  increased,  and  before 
the  sun  went  down,  her  eyes  seemed 
closed  forever  on  all  earthly  scenes! 
This  night  I  watched  with  her  con- 


stantly, as  I  had  done  every  night  since 
her  relapse,  except  an  hour  or  two  on 
the  night  when  she  rested  the  best 
Her  distress  was  exceedingly  great,  her 
hmgs  fast  filling  up,  but  she  appeared 
to  know  us,  and  was  quite  patient  and 
submissive.  She  had  now  a  terrible 
conflict  with  the  kinff  of  terrors.  IBut 
toward  the  morning  sue  became  easier^ 
and  so  continued,  not  appearing  to  no- 
tice any  thing  till  a  little  past  seven  in 
the  morning,  when  we  went  again  with 
her,  down  to  the  dark  "  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death  !"  She  lingered  a 
while,  and  still  Mnffered,  beyond  our  ex- 
pectation, and  we  looked  upon  her  with 
intense  anxiety,  and  still  felt,  "  O  that 
she  might  yet  accompany  us,  on  life's 
earthly  pilgrimage ;  we  would  give  mil- 
lions, did  we  possess  them  !"  But  she 
returned  with  us  no  more.  Without  a 
struggle,  in  perfect  peace  she  departed 
from  us  into  the  other  world.  We 
thought  we  gave  her  up,  and  we  thought 
we  had  done  it  before,  when  we  sup- 
posed her  dying ;  but  the  actiuil  parU 
ing — O  the  anguish  ! — Ours  was  the 


She  has  left  a  void  in  our  family,  be- 
yond the  power  of  description.  So  fades 
the  sweetest  flower.  So  departs  all 
earthly  bliss.  Thus  are  blasted  all 
earthly  hopes.  God  needed  her,  such 
are  his  plans*  Her  intellectual  and 
moral  powers  are  far  more  rapidly  grow- 
ing in  that  world,  than  they  could  have 
done  here,  with  all  the  facilities  of  the 
best  literary  and  religious  institutions ; 
and  she  is,  doubtless,  so  employed  as  to 
accomplish  far  more,  in  the  advance- 
ment of  his  kingdom,  than  she  could 
have  done  in  this  world,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  the  very  best  education, 
the  richest  treasures  and  the  longest 
life.  Probably  the  reason  why  God  so 
often  selects  the  brightest  of  our  chil- 
dren, and  puts  them  upon  the  immediate 
training  of  Heaven,  is  that  in  some  glo- 
rious enterprises  in  that  world,  Aey 
may  more  efficiently  serve  the  interest 
of  his  great  church,  than  they  could 
have  done  on  the  earth.  Since  Har- 
riet's death,  I  have  had  such  views  of 
this  subject,  as  I  never  had  before,  and 
these  views  have  not  a  little  comforted 


me. 


G.  c. 
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REPORt  ON  SYSTEMATIC  BENEVOLENCE, 

ADOPTED   BY  THE  SYNOD   OF  NEW-YORK  AND   NEW- JERSEY,   AT  THEIR    MEETING, 

OCTOBER,  1840. 

[We  publish  the  whole  of  this  document,  not  only  because  its  principles  and  recommen- 
dations accord,  in  general,  with  those  advocated  in  this  periodical ;  but  also  from  the  con- 
viction that  the  time  has  come  when  the  public  attention  must  be  more  extensively  called 
to  this  subject.  It  becontes  all  who  are  not  willing  to  sec  the  public  enterprises  of  the  church 
arrested,  and  even  thrown  back,  to  use  their  ihfluence,  personal  ahd  official,  to  provide  a 
more  ample  and  unifoim  support  to  the  cause  of  Benevolence;] 

In  view  of  the  painful  embarrassments  which  an  irregular  and  deficient 
revenue  has  of  late  brought  upon  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  church, 
and  which  have  not  only  hindered  her  from  embracing  the  facilities  furnished 
by  Divine  Providence  for  her  enlargement;  but  have  compelled  her  to  recede 
from  ground  previously  occupied  ;  have  frustrated  wise  plans,  and  broken 
up  extended  systems  of  effort — thereby  insuring  the  ruin  of  souls,  and 
bringing  dishonor  on  the  christian  name; — in  view,  also,  of  the  admitted 
fact,  that  the  resources  of  the  church  are  abundantly  adequate  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  duty  required  of  her,— the  Synod  of  New- York  and  New-Jersey 
solemnly  and  affectionately  address  the  following  considerations  and  plans 
to  the  chtirches  and  members  under  their  care. 

The  backwardness  of  the  people  of  God  to  furnish  the  pecuniary  means 
for  the  extension  of  his  kingdom,  admits  of  no  justification.  Whoever  will 
sketch  the  most  meagre  scheme  of  benevolence  whii^h  the  Gospel  can 
approve,  will  perceive,  at  every  step,  that  he  is  writing  the  condemnation 
of  the  church.  The  sentiment  of  the  church,  on  the  subject  of  property, 
is,  as  yet,  very  little  elevated  above  that  of  the  world.  Notwithstanding 
the  unprecedented  value,  which  the  calls  of  Providence  have  put  upon 
wealth,  as  a  means  of  doing  good,  it  is  affecting  to  know  that  there  are  indi- 
viduals in  our  churches,  who  hold,  with  a  quiet  conscience,  their  hundreds 
of  thousands,  which  they  owe  to  God,  but  which  they  keep  back  from  his 
suffering  cause,  in  violation  of  his  command  and  of  their  own  vows — thus 
grieving  his  Spirit,  bringing  leanness  into  their  own  souls,  and  jeoparding 
the  salvation  of  their  children.    It  is  painful  to  behold  the  strange  Infatua- 
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tion  which  hinders  their  seeing  the  relation  of  their  conduct  to  the  require- 
ments of  God.  It  is  also  affecting  to  see  multitudes,  of  smaller  means,  pro- 
fessing to  owe  every  thing  to  the  mercy  of  Christ,  yet  wholly  neglecting  to 
honor  him  with  their  substance.  A  still  greater  number,  not  altogether  want- 
iug  in  christian  charity,  treat  it  as  a  matter  to  be  governed  by  the  mere  im- 
pulses of  sympathy,  and  performed  or  neglected  as  convenience  or  caprice 
may  dictate.  They  seem  not  to  apprehend,  that  pecuniary  contribution  to 
pious  and  humane  objects  is  a  christian  duty  ^  to  be  regulated  by  the  principles 
of  the  Gospel,  and  no  more  to  be  omitted,  or  abandoned  to  the  vicissitudes 
of  feeling  or  of  circumstances,  than  any  other  duty. 

One  of  the  most  important  rules  pertaining  to  this  subject,  is,  that  bene- 
volence SHOULD  BE  SYSTEMATIC.  By  this  Is  mcaut,  that  there  should  be 
stated  times,  more  or  less  frequent,  when  a  man  shall  sit  down,  and — in  full 
view  of  his  means  and  his  obligations — shall  make  his  charities  the  subject 
of  a  well  considered  plan— a  plan  that  shall  provide  the  resources,  and  de- 
signate the  objects  and  the  proportions  of  his  benevolence.  The  necessity 
of  this  is  obvious.  Selfishness  is  ever  present  to  plead  for  indulgence,  and 
its  ceaseless  importunity  can  be  resisted  only  by  bringing  the  mind  often  to 
the  consideration  of  other  claims.  To  give  to  benevolence  the  facility  and 
power  of  a  habit^  it  must  be  incorporated  as  a  regular  part  of  the  Christian's 
business,  and  be  inwoven  with  the  stated  arrangements  of  every  church. 

A  system  thus  conscientiously  adopted  and  faithfully  carried  out,  will, 
at  once,  greatly  increase  the  resources  of  public  charity;  for  it  will  not 
only  carry  the  claims  of  benevolence  to  a  greater  number  of  individuals, 
but  each  will  have  more  to  bestow.  The  interest  felt  by  the  churches  in 
all  good  enterprises  will  be  increased,  and  will  become  more  intelligent ; 
consequently,  there  will  be  a  deeper  sympathy  and  more  prayer  on  their 
behalf.  Thus  the  revenue  of  benevolence  will  be  more  uniform,  the  differ- 
ent institutions  will  know  on  what  income  to  base  their  calculations,  and  the 
disastrous  effect  of  sudden  fluctuations  be  avoided. 

The  improvements  necessary  to  secure  these  desirable  results,  respect 
both  the  habits  of  individuals^  in  providing  the  resources  of  benevolence, 
and  the  arrangements  of  churches  for  bringing  its  various  claims  before  the 
people,  and  collecting  their  offerings  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord.  On 
these  topics,  the  Synod  offer  the  following  suggestions : 

I.  OF  TRD   SYSTEMATIC   BENEVOLENCE   OP  INDIVmUALS. 

1.  The  duty  of  contributing  to  charitable  objects  is  incumbent  on  all, 
the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich.  Under  the  ancient  economy,  none  were 
allowed  to  come  before  the  Lord  empty ;  but  each  one  was  required  to  give 
according  to  his  ability;  Deut.  xvi.  16,  17.  The  same  rule  obtains  under 
the  New  Testament ;  as  is  evident  from  the  general  teaching  of  the  Saviour; 
from  his  recognizing  the  gift  of  a  cup  of  water;  his  commendation  of  the 
poor  widow  who  cast  two  mites  into  the  treasury ;  and  from  Paul's  direc- 
tions to  the  church  at  Corinth;  and  his  praise  of  the  liberality  of  the  poor 
cliurchet  of  Macedoaia.  1  Cor.  xvi.  2,  and  2  Oor.  viii.  2.    The  discipline  of 
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^ving  is  as  healthful,  and  the  promise  to  its  exercise  as  precious  to  one  as 
to  another,  to  the  poor  as  to  the  wealthjr. 

2.  Benevolence  should  be  intelligent.  It  requires  information  and  re- 
flection to  determine  to  what  objects,  and  in  what  proportion,  a  man  should 
bestow  his  charity.  Otherwise,  he  is  liable  to  give  too  little,  or  without  a  due 
regard  to  the  relative  importance  and  necessities  of  the  several  objects. 

3.  The  PROPORTION  of  his  income  which  shall  be  devoted  to  charitable 
uses,  is  for  every  man  to  determine  for  himself,  subject,  however,  to  his  re- 
sponsibility to  God.  2  Cor.  ix.  7.  The  Christian  professes  to  regard  all  his 
property  not  as  his  own,  but  as  held  in  trust  for  the  glory  of  his  Maker. 
He  is  a  steward,  bound  to  appropriate  his  Lord's  goods  so  as  to  honor  all 
the  claims,  which  come  to  him  bearing  the  divine  signature — including  the 
claims  of  justice  and  humanity,  his  own  lawful  wants,  and  those  of  his 
neighbor  and  the  church.  The  only  discretion  conceded  to  him  is  that  of 
distribution.  To  determine  what  proportion  shall  be  devoted  to  that  part 
of  God's  claim,  which  comes  under  the  head  of  benevolence,  no  general  rule 
can  be  given.  But  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  spirit  of  the  Saviour  can 
be  exemplified  in  pecuniary  contribution,  unless  the  amount  be  so  great  as 
to  occasion  actual  self-denial. 

Under  the  ancient  dispensation,  more  than  three  tenths  of  the  whole  income 
of  the  people  was  appropriated  for  religious  and  charitable  purposes.  Of  this 
not  more  than  half  was  devoted  to  the  support  of  their  own  peculiar  econo- 
my, and  the  remainder  was  expended  in  acts  of  hospitality,  and  in  the  relief 
of  suffering  and  want.  We  have  not,  in  the  new  dispensation,  any  com- 
riiand  specifying  the  amount  of  our  charities ;  partly,  because  a  rate  of  con- 
tribution adapted  to  one  age  would  not  meet  the  wants  of  another;  and 
partly,  because  ours  is  a  dispensation  of  principles,  rather  than  of  speci^c 
rules.  The  appeal  is  to  our  grateful  affection,  in  view  of  the  scenes  of 
Gethsemane  and  the  cross.  God  now  commits  the  support  of  his  cause  to 
our  enlightened  convictions  of  what  is  due  to  his  honor. 

Our  obligation  to  liberality  is  enhanced,  moreover,  by  the  fact,  that  we 
are  freed  from  the  costly  system  of  sacrifices  enjoined  in  the  Mosaic 
ritual.  The  support  of  the  clerical  order  alone  cost  the  Jews  a  tenth  of 
all  their  income,  besides  the  assessment  of  the  first  fruits,  and  other 
perquisites— an  amount  much  greater  than  is  now  paid  for  the  support  of 
the  ministry.  We  are  also  spared  the  expense  to  which  the  Israelite  was 
subjected  by  his  three  journeys  yearly  to  the  placeof  the  sanctuary,  besides 
the  time  consumed  by  the  feasts,  and  the  system  of  purification  from  cere- 
monial defilement.  Moreover,  we  are  brought  nearer  to  God,  and  are  made 
to  know— 'Wh&i  the  fathers  only  hoped  for—"  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  how  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  he  became  poor, 
that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich."  But  chiefly,  we  have  a  greater 
—a  nobler  work  to  do,  than  had  the  ancient  saints.  Their  efforts  were 
limited  to  their  own  land ;  to  us,  the  kingdoms  ofsthe  earth  are  throwii 
open,  and  the  wants  of  all  our  sinful  and  suffering  race  are  spread  before 
us.  The  highest  duty  required  of  them,  was  to  practice  religion,  and  to 
sustain  it  at  home;  but  besides  this,  we  are  commanded  to  go  into  all  the 
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world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.  The  measure  of  our  libe- 
rality must  therefore  be  proportioned  to  our  clearer  light  and  gl^eater  obli- 
gation. 

4.  The  PERIODS  FOB  DESIGNATING  a  part  of  our  income  for  charitable  objects, 
should  be  frequent.  Such  is  human  nature,  that  the  constancy  and  impor- 
tunity of  secular  claims  will  be  sure  to  bear  away  an  undue  share  of  a  man's 
pecuniary  means,  unless  a  portion  be  set  apart  for  benevolence  while  it  is 
passing  through  his  hands.  The  economy  and  self-denial  requisite  to  give 
a  specific  sum,'are  more  easily  and  cheerfully  practiced)  when  it  is  divided 
into  many  small  portions,  than  when  the  whole  is  paid  at  one  lime.  But 
especially  the  moral  result-^ihe  conquest  over  the  innate  selfishness  of  the 
heart-r-requires,  that  the  conscience  be  frequently  exercised  on  this  duty. 

II.  OF  SYSTEMATIC  BENEVOLENCE  IN  CONGREGATIONS. 

It  is  hopeless  to  secure  any  efficient  and  systematic  action  of  the  churches 
on  this  subject,  unless  ministers  shall  in  their  preaching  give  that  promi- 
nence to  the  right  use  of  property,  which  is  given  to  it  in  the  revelation  of 
God.  The  pastor  has  peculiar  advantages  for  making  the  charity  of  his 
people  a  matter  of  conscience,  intelligence  and  habit,  rather  than  of  mere 
excitement — advantages  which,  if  faithfully  and  wisely  improved,  will  ren- 
der all  other  agencies  not  only  more  acceptable,  but  also  greatly  more 
effective. 

Next  to  the  evil  of  having  no  system  of  congregational  collections,  is  that 
of  having  a  plan,  whioh,  while  it  does  the  work  very  imperfectly,  stands  in 
the  way  of  one  more  efficient.  Such  is  the  custom  of  circulating  subscrip- 
tion cards  through  the  congregation,  while  assembled  for  divine  service  on 
the  Sabbath.  The  objections  to  this  method  are,  first— many  worthy  per- 
sons feel  that  this  part  of  the  details  is  not  congruous  to  the  place  and  the 
day.  Again— as  this  usually  succeeds  some  public  appeal,  what  is  given  is 
liable  to  be  bestowed  rather  from  the  impulse  of  the  moment  than  from  the 
exercise  of  principle.  Again — those  who  are  absent  on  the  occasion  are 
too  generally  omitted  by  this  method.  But  especially,  experience  abun- 
dantly shows,  that  the  same  churches  and  the  same  individuals  are  soon 
found  to  contribute  far  less  on  this  plan,  than  when  the  members  are  called 
on  separately  and  in  person. 

The  Synod  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  congregational  col- 
lections which  shall  be  substantially  as  follows:— 

1.  Let  every  congregation  determine,  at  some  regular  meeting,  what 
benevolent  objects  they  will  aid  in  the  course  of  the  year— fixing  the  timej 
when  the  claims  of  each  shall  be  heard,  and  the  collections  taken  up,  and  ap- 
poiniing  a  committee  of  three  or  more  for  each  object,  to  superintend  the 
collections. 

2.  When  the  time  assigned  for  a  given  object  arrives,  let  such  principles, 
facts,  and  moliveSj  connected  with  it,  as  are  judged  most  suitable,  be  pre- 
sented, in  the  most  public  manner,  by  the  pastor,  or  an  agent — but  never 
wait  for  an  agent,  or  feel  that  his  presence  is  indispensable. 

3.  Let  the  committee  having  charge  of  this  particular  object,  have  a  meet- 
ing without  delay,  and  divide  the  congregation  into  districts  or  sections ; 
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appoint  one  male  and  one  female  ooUector  for  each  district,  and  provide 
them  with  suitable  books,  in  which  to  take  the  names  of  all  who  contribute 
and  the  amount  they  give. 

If  the  committee  or  the  congregation  prefer  it,  the  committee  themselves 
may  make  the  collections,  instead  of  appointing  collectors. 

4.  Let  the  collectors,  within  a  week— or  two  weeks  at  the  longest— call 
on  the  iudividuals  within  their  respective  districts,  and  solicit  donations — 
passing  by  none,  because  of  their  youth  or  their  poverty,  and  treating  all 
with  becoming  attention  and  respect;  and  then  repoit  the  jesult  to  their 
committee — the  whole  amount  to  be  paid  over  by  the  committee  without 
delay^  into  the  treasury  lor  which  it  is  destined. 

5.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  jet  the  whole  congregation  come  together,  to 
hear  the  reports  of  these  committees,  as  well  as  statements  and  addresses 
from  their  pastor,  and  such  others  as  he  may  introduce,  and  to  make  simi- 
lar arrangements  for  another  year. 

The  d  ifficulty  of  carry  ing  this  plan  into  operation  is  found,  in  practice,  to  be 
comparatively  small.  For  several  years  it  has  been  tried  in  some  congre- 
gations with  the  happiest  success.  The  churches  which  have  adopted,  un- 
der different  forms,  some  system,  for  giving  to  each  object  a  particular  pe- 
riod of  the  year,  and  for  carrying  it  personally  to  every  member,  have  not 
only  exceeded  other  churches  in  the  proportion  of  their  liberality,  and  kept 
up  their  contributions  during  the  season  of  embarrassment;  but  they  make 
their  offerings  with  a  cheerfulness,  which  evinces  that  there  is  that  in  the 
heart  of  piety,  which  can  be  touched  with  the  claims  of  a  dying  world ;  and 
that  when  properly  applied  to,  Christians  love  to  give,  and  to  give  often  to 
the  cause  of  salvation. 


REMARKS. 

Systebiatic  Benevolence,  as  defined  in  the  foregoing  article,  is  not  only  an  imperative 
duty,  but  indispensable  to  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  Christ  in  the  world.  But  there 
are  other  vii'ws  of  its  advantages  which  should  not  be  overlooked  :  we  refer  to  the  reflex 
influence  of  liberality  upon  the  hearts  and  habiis  of  individual  Christians. 

While  it  is  right  to  insist  upon  the  obligation  to  give  fo  objects  of  charity,  let  it  not  be 
forgotten  that  it  is  also  a  privilege.  The  effect  of  practical  benevolence  on  the  happiness 
of  those  who  exercise  it,  is  not  sufficiently  magnified.  Formerly,  the  pleasures  of  benefi- 
cence were  the  subject  of  frequent  eulogy :  but  now,  in  our  desire  for  disinterestedness,  we 
are  in  danger  of  running  to  an  opposite  extreme,  and  of  presenting  virtue  without  its  natu- 
ral rewards,  and  thus  separating  what  God  has  joined  together.  Benevolence  not  only 
bringSf  but  i«,  itself,  happiness;  and  where  it  reigns,  the  elements  of  dejection  and  gloom 
are  wanting,  and  grief  cannot  be  an  abiding  guest. 

The  regular  performance  of  acts  of  hberaiity  gradually  weakens  the  power  of  covet- 
ousness,  and  thus  tends  to  gain  a  victory  over  one  of  the  mightiest  lusts  of  the  human 
heart.  Benevolence  is  a  promoter  of  other  graces,  as  well  as  a  grace  itself;  and  therefore, 
like  all  the  means  by  which  piety  is  advanced,  it  should  be  frequently  and  statedly  em- 
ployed. Doubtless,  the  Sabbath  owes  much  of  its  moral  power  to  the  regularity  of  its  re- 
currence. Prayer,  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  attendance  on  public  worship,  fail  of 
much  of  their  value  as  means  of  grace,  if  their  use  be  irregular  and  uncertain.  For  the 
Christian's  own  sake,  therefore,  as  well  as  for  the  advancement  of  the  public  interests  of 
religion,  the  practice  of  benevolence  should  be  reduced  to  a  system.  • 

There  is,  however,  one  danger  against  which  it  is  oiir  duty  to  guard.    A  system  of  charity, 

as  well  as  all  other  good  things,  may  be  abused.  A  man  may  draw  out  his  plaw  of  benevolence 

.  in  detail,  at  a  time  when  his  heart  is  cold,  or  his  pecuniary  expectations  small,  and  when  ap- 
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plicatioD  for  a  given  object  ii  made,  may  give  a  pittance,  with  the  apology  **  that  be  has  a 
system  in  his  chanties  that  prevents  his  giving  more."  Now,  a  system  is  designed  to  asnat 
and  insure^  not  to  limit  liberality.  Should  any  exigency  arise,  requiring  us  to  exceed  the 
stipulated  sum,  we  ought  to  welcome  and  be  guided  by  the  new  light  thus  shed  i^on  the 
path  of  duty. 

A  few  words  concerning  the  plan  of  circulating  cards  on  the  Sabbath.  This  method 
soon  degenerates  into  a  mere  collection ;  a  few  write  their  names  on  the  cards;  but  most 
of  the  audience  drop  into  the  box  some  trifling  anonymous  contribution.  Should  collectors 
call  upon  those  whose  names  are  not  on  the  cards,  it  is  easy  to  reply  *'I  gave  my  mite  on 
the  day  of  the  collection*' — and  thus,  persons  who  should  give  largely,  get  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject for  that  occasion,  by  contributing  the  smallest  pittance. 

Some  congregations  could  be  named  which  gave  three  times  as  much,  when  called  on 
personally,  as  they  now  contribute  to  the  same  objects,  on  the  plan  of  circulating  cards. 

In  some  places,  no  means  are  used  to  gather  the  charities  of  the  people,  except  simply 
passing  the  boxes  through  the  congregation,  without  even  an  attempt  at  a  subscription. 
If  there  were  no  other  reasons  why  this  would  result  in  a  meagre  contribution,  it  is  enough, 
that  all  the  associations  of  people  with  public  collections,  are  in  favor  of  their  giving  only 
pennies  and  sixpences.  Such  is  the  power  of  habit,  that  not  one  man  in  a  thousand,  were 
he  disposed  to  give  so  much,  would  think  of  casting  his  $50  or  $100  bank  note  into  a  col- 
lection made  in  this  way. 


^uvtUstttH. 


BERKSHIRE  AND  COLUMBIA 

MISSIONARY  SOCIETY,  (MA8S.) 

The  Forty  Sbcond  Annual  meeting  of  the 
Berkshire  and  Columbia  Missionary  Society 
was  held  at  the  Congregational  church  in 
Windsor,  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  of  Oct.  at 
2  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  Joseph  Knight  of 
Peru  in  the  chair.  The  report  of  the  Trus- 
tees was  read  by  the  Secretary,  Rev.  T.  S. 
Clarke  of  Stockbridge,and  the  motion  for  its 
acceptance  sustained  by  an  address  from  Rev. 
W.  A.  Hawley  of  Hinsdale. 

The  Treasurer's  report  having  been  also 
read  and  accepted,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Headley  of 
Curtissviile,  introduced  and  supported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  present  aspect 
of  events,  when  viewed  in  connexion 
with  the  prophecies  of  Scripture,  calls 
for  great  and  immediate  action  in  the 
cause  of  Home  Missions." 

^he  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  Rev. 
J.  S.  Clark,  Secreury  of  the  Mass.  Miss.  Soc. 
and  closed  with  a  song  of  praise. 

The  following  abstract  of  the  Annatl  re* 


port  will  show  that  the  spirit  of  Homo  Mis- 
sions within  the  bounds  of  this  ancient  Aux- 
iliary, does  not  slumber  in  the  graves  of  its 
venerated  founders. 

After  giving  a  brief  notice  of  the  present 
state  and  future  prospects  of  each  assisted 
church  in  the  county,  and  alluding  to  the 
collections  for  the  past  year — amounting  in 
all  to  about  $950,  of  which  sum  $500  were 
expended  on  this  field,  and  the  remainder 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Massachusetts 
Mies.  Society — the  Report  thus  proceeds  to 
assign 

REASONS  FOR  RENEWED  AND  INCREASED 
EXERTIONS  LN  BEHALF  OP  HOME  MISSIONS. 

"  One  reason  is,  that  there  remain- 
eth  much  land  yet  to  be  possessed.  Out 
of  the  thirty  towns  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  there  are  eight  in  which 
no  evangelical  Congregational  nain- 
istry  is  sustained ;  and  in  most  places, 
even  if  there  is  any  stated  ministra- 
trations  of  the  word,  they  are  not  of 
a  character  to  interest  the  intelligent 
mind,  or  to  improve  the  heart. 

There  are  places  even  in  this  coun- 
ty, where  the  Gospel  is  as  nrach  need- 
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ed,  and  where  missionary  labor  might  [1  church  placed  by  the  side  of  a  moral 


perhaps  be  as  usefully  expended  as  in 
Burmah  and  Ceylon.  For  unless  we 
keep  the  lights  burning  in  iands  alrea- 
ry  christianized,  how  can  we  hope  to 
enlighten  the  darkness  of  heathen- 
ism? If  we  suffer  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  to  languish  and  die  in  places 
where  it  has  been  once  understood 
and  embraced ;  or  if  we  decline  to 
establish  its  institutions,  where  they 
are  despised  and  rejected  in  our  own 
neighborhood,  with  what  face  can  we 
pray  for  the  success  of  our  evangeli- 
cal  efforts  among  Pagans?  If  com- 
passion for  the  distress  of  a  brother, 
whom  we  have  seen,  be  not  felt,  how 
can  it  be  supposed  to  exist  for  a  bro- 
ther, whom  we  have  not  seen? 

If,  then,  it  be  desirable  that  there 
be  an  evangelical  ministry  in  any 
community,  it  is  for  the  same  reason 
needed  in  every  community     If  the 


desolation — making  no  effort  to  re- 
deem the  waste  to  God,  is  sure  to 
catch  more  or  less  of  iis  spirit  by  rea- 
son of  indwelling  sin.  All  that  can 
save  it  from  infection,  is  the  aggres- 
sive spirit  of  Home  Missions— streng- 
thening the  things  that  remain,  and 
thus  securing  the  favor  and  protec- 
tion of  the  great  Head  of  the  church. 
As  a  measure  of  self^presei^vation^ 
therefore,weare  impelled  to  increased 
!  exertion  in  behalf  of  the  H.  M.  enter- 
prise. Those  churches  are  strong  ve- 
ry much  in  proportion  to  the  heal- 
thy action  of  sister  churches  around 
them,  just  as  the  union  of  these  states 
is  strong  in  proportion  to  the  inter- 
est which  they  mutually  feel  for  each 
other.  The  poor  saints  of  the  mo- 
ther church  at  Jerusalem  would  have 
been  doubly  poor,  if  they  had  not  felt, 
in  the  time  of  their  poverty,  the  re- 


preserve  the  morals  of  one  town,  they 
are  for  the  same  reason  wanted  in 
^very  town.  When  we  say,  therefore, 
that  there  are  towns  in  our  own  vici- 
nity destitute  of  churches  and  ana4e- 
quate  ministry,  we  suggest  a  cogent 
reason  for  increased  Home  Missiona- 
ry efforts,  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

We  are  urged  to  this  course  also  as 
a  measure  of  self  preservation. 

What  was  it,  that  ruined  the  seven 
churches  of  Asia?  It  was  clearly 
the  want  of  a  .Home  Missionary 
influence:  it  was  their  refusal  to 
"  strengthen  the  things  that  remain- 
ed." They  left  what  was  feeble  to 
become  more  feeble,  till,  when  it 
failed  and  fell,  it  drew  them  down 
with  it.  The  mounds,  which  had 
hitherto  protected  th«m,  being  thus 
torn  away,  left  them  fully  exposed  to 
the  floods  of  worldliness  and  sin,  till, 
at  length,  as  breach  after  breach  was 
effected,  they  fell,  and  great  was  their 
fall. 

The  same  fate  awaits  even  the 
strong  churches  of  our  land,  if  they 
refuse  to  support  the  weak  and  to 
strengthen  the  things  that  remain. 
For  it  is  as  true  now  as  then,  that  evil 
communications  corrupt  good  man- 
ners— that  a  healthy  man  in  the  midst 
of  malaria  must  be  expected  to  be- 
come sickly,  and  to  die.    A  strong 


institutions  of  religion  are  needed  to-  action  of  churches  abro€^  established 


by  themselves  in  the  day  of  their 
prosperity.  And  what  would  have 
been  the  condition  of  our  favored 
commonwealth  at  this  moment,  if 
no  Home  Missionary  influence  had 
ever  been  exerted  upon  it? 

And  then  in  addition  to  all  this,  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  every 
new  church  formed^  %nd  every  feeble 
one  strengthened^  are  so  much  added  to 
to  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  the  light 
of  the  world. 

In  a  dark  world,  the  true  policy 
certainly  is  to  kindle  as  many  lights 
as  possible — and  to  keep  them  burn- 
ing brightly.  And  wherever  there  is 
a  church,  founded  on  evangelical 
principles,  and  manifesting  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel,  it  is  certain  to  shed  the 
light  of  truth  on  the  surrounding  com- 
munity. It  will  do  for  the  morals  of 
men  what  light  and  salt  do  for  the  na* 
tural  world.  Ten  good  men  in  So- 
dam  would  have  saved  the  city  from 
the  judgments  of  heaven  not  only, 
but,  acting  in  a  right  spirit,  would 
doubtless  have  preserved  the  morals 
of  the  people  from  utter  corruption. 
He,  then,  who  loves  his  country  and 
the  souls  of  men,  will  give  his  pray- 
ers, his  efforto,  and  his  benefactions  to 
the  H.  M.  enterprise,  nor  will  he  be 
satisfied,  till  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  is  thus  extended  through  the 
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land,  and  his  saving  health  enjoyed ! 
by  all  the  people. 


VERMONT  D.  M.  S. 

TWENTY- SECOND    ANNUAL     MEETING. 

The  twenty-second  Anniversary  of  the 
V.  i>.  M.  S.  was  held  at  Burlington,  Sept.  10, 
1840.  Rev.  Dr.  Marsh  presided.  Addresses 
were  naade  by  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  Scales,  of| 
Cornwall,  T.  S.  Hubbard,  of  Slockbridge,  A. 
J.  Parker,  of  Shipton,  L.  Canada,  and  A. 
BuUard,  of  Boston. 

NOTICES  OF  THE   REPORl'. 

From  the  report  presented  by  Rev. 
Samuel  Delano,  the  Cor.  See.,  we 
learn,  that,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
field,  so  in  Vermont,  the  past  year 
has  been  one  of  peculiar  diflSculty  in 
the  pecuniary  department  of  this  en- 
terprise. Yet,  the  good  hand  of  the 
Lord  has  been  continually  upon  the 
Society,  and  if  clouds  and  darkness 
have  sometimes  gathered,  light  has 
sprung  up,  and  the  clouds  have  been 
dispersed.  The  churches  aided  have 
been  50:  ministers  employed,  43: 
the  labor  performed,  34  years  and  7 
months. 

Not  less  than  five  thousand  souls 
have  been  brought,  directly  and  con- 
stantly, under  the  influence  of  the 
stated  administration  of  the  ordinan- 
ces of  the  Gospel.  There  have  been 
organized,  and  have  received  Bible 
instruction,  eighteen  hundred  chil- 
dren and  adults.  There  have  been 
received  into  these  churches  two 
hundred  additional  members,  most 
of  whom  have,  during  the  year  and 
under  this  ministration,  been  trans- 
lated from  the  kingdom  of  darkness 
into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son. 

Three  of  these  churches  have  set- 
tled your  missionary  as  pastor.  Ten 
have,  during  the  year,  completed  and 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  great 
God,  our  Saviour,  houses  of  worship. 
Three  churches  have  been  so  far 
strengthened,  as  to  be  able  to  go  on 
without  your  aid,  and  no  doubt  will, 
from  year  to  year,  help  to  enlarge  | 


that  stream,  from  which  they  them- 
selves were  watered  in  the  days  of 
their  weakness. 

Then  there  is  to  be  considered 
that  class  of  results,  which  cannot  be 
set  forth  in  measured  quantity.  The 
great  amount  of  evil  prevented  in 
these  several  fields  of  operations — 
the  good  impressions  which  have 
been  made  upon  thousands  of  minds, 
—the  progress  of  truth,  though  silent 
and  unobtrusive,  yet  not  the  less  real, 
—'the  knowledge  and  light  which  has 
thus  come  in, — the  edification  and 
comfort  which  the  saints  have  expe- 
rienced,—the  enlargement  of  faith, 
— the  confirming  of  hopes,-^the  in- 
spiring of  an  animation  in  effort,- the 
bringing  to  view  things  invisible, — 
and  the  bowing  the  soul  in  obedience 
to  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come ; 
— here  is  an  amount  of  good  effected, 
which  probably  is  not  less  than  all 
others  together,  and  yet  is  so  unob- 
trusive in*  its  character,  as  never  to 
be  seen,  unless  searched  out;  and 
can  scarcely  be  discerned,  even  after 
diligent  search,  except  by  the  eye  of 
faith. 

There  should  also  come  into  the 
above  the  pecuniary  results.  These 
feeble  churches  have  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord,  to  sustain  the 
great  operations  of  the  day,  more 
than  one-fifth  of  all  that  your  treasu- 
ry has  paid  out  to  assist  them.  In 
connection  with  this  work  of  the  So- 
ciety, there  have  been  raised,  in  those 
fifty  fields,  on  an  average  not  less, 
certainly,  than  two  hundred  dollars 
for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  among 
these  places,  which  will  make  ten 
thousand  dollars.  If  any,  certainly 
but  a  small  portion,  of  this  would 
have  beeh  paid,  bj^t  for  the  operations 
of  the  Society. 

All  this  in  one  year.  And  what 
has  all  this  cost?  In  answer  to  this 
question,  we  must  speak  only  of  dol- 
lars and  cents.  For  all  the  aAxiety 
and  care,  all  the  faith,  and  hope,  and 
fear,  and  prayer,  and  effort,  however 
large,  are  not  to  be  spoken  of  under 
the  designations  of  expense  and  cost. 

FINANCES. 

There  have  been  received   from 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1840. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


irr 


the  churches  $2474  60.  To  this 
has  been  added  $1872  28  from  the 
funds  before  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer;  making  in  all  $4346  88, 
including  all  expense,  of  every  kind, 
incurred  during  the  year  in  carrying 
forward  this  enterprise. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experi- 
enced in  conducting  the  financial  ope- 
rations of  the  Society  for  the  last 
year.  Prompt  payment  could  not 
be  made,  which  has  caused  great  eni- 
barrassment  and  suffering  to  the  mis- 
sionaries. Under  the  pressure  which 
was  felt,  the  churches,  in  some  in- 
stances, passed  by  this  catise  entirely. 
Only  seventy-seven,  of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  two  churches,  which  the 
minutes  of  the  Convention  show  ex- 
ist in  the  state,  contribute  any  thing 
to  this  work. 

FACTS  MOT  TO  BE  0VEHL00K£D. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  min- 
isters in  the  State  of  Vermont,  as 
shown  by  the  minutes  of  the  last  Con- 
vention, forty-three  of  them  are  sus- 
tained in  part  by  this  Society— -one- 
third  of  the  whole.  The  mind  of 
every  one  rushes  to  the  decision, 
— these  cannot  he  spared.  Let  but 
the  operations  of  the  Society  cease, 
and  most  of  these,  if  not,  in  fact  all 
the  forty-three,  must  retire  from 
the  field.  Think  of  this.  Reduce  the 
light  in  Vermont  one-third^— dimin- 
ish the  power  of  the  ministry  one- 
third, — take  away  one-third  of  the 
leaders  in  the  sacramental  host  of 
God's  elect;  and  what  should  we  do? 
How  could  the  church  sustain  the 
shock  1  There  is  another  considera- 
tion, naturally  connected  with  this. 
In  very  many  of  the  missionary  fields, 
society  is  in  a  state  of  infancy.  Es- 
pecially is  this  true  in  the  north  part 
of  the  state.  Now,  is  emphatically 
the  time  for  bringing  into  those 
places  the  influence  of  the  Gospel, 
and  the  power  of  the  truth,  that  so- 
ciety may  be  rightly  moulded,— that 
its  important  movements  may  receive 
a  true  direction,— that  these  rising 
communities  may  not  only  be  saved, 
but  come  early  into  the  great  work 
of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  world, 
that  the  world  may  be  given  to  Christ. 

VOL.  ziu*  23 


How  much  less  difficult,  and  of  course 
less  expensive,  the  work  of  planting 
the  Gospel  in  these  places  now,  than 
it  will  be  if  it  be  deferred  a  quarter 
of  a  century. 

DESTITOTIOMS. 

Another  great  fact  here  presents 
itself.  The  field  for  the  Society's 
operations  is  greatly  enlarged  and 
constantly  enlarj^ing.  Had  the  Soci- 
ety the  means,  its  operations  would 
be  increased  immediately.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  feeble  churches 
which  need  aid,— which  are  ready  to 
die  of  want ; — we  see  them, — we  hear 
their  groans  and  their  sighing;  but 
cannot  help  them  according  to  their 
necessity.  There  are  also  many 
places,  important  geographically,  and 
in  wealth,  and  in  the  number  ot  im* 
mortal  souls ;  but  there  is  no  living 
preacher  to  instruct  the  people,  and 
feed  them  with  knowledge  and  un- 
derstanding. The  people  in  these 
places,  for  the  more  part,  may  be  said 
to  dwell  in  darkness,  to  see  no  light; 
and  knowing  no  other  way,  the^  de- 
sire no  other,  but  love  to  have  it  so. 
The  number  of  such  places  in  our 
state  is  not  small ;  and  in  most,  if  not 
all  such,  there  would  be  found  no 
other  objection  or  difficulty,  in  in- 
troducing gospel  order,  than  is  found 
any  where  and  every  where,  where 
there  is  no  heart  unto  it. 

And  yet,  notwithstanding  these  wants 
and  encouragements,  we  are  asai^ed,  that 
the  whole  that  is  done,  is  done  by  compara- 
tively few.  Only  about  one-third  of  all  the 
churches  in  Vermont,  contribute  to  this  cause, 
and  of  the  sum  raised  by  this  third,  the  mis- 
sionary churches  themselves  give  about  one- 
eighth  part    The  report  states— 

We  have  in  Vermont  not  less  than 
23,000  members  of  the  Congregation- 
al church.  Last  year,  the  sum  raised 
for  the  Domestic  Missions  was  equal 
Xo  fourteen  cents  and  Jive  mills  to  the 
member.  It  need  not  so  be.  How 
easily  might  this  state  of  things  be 
changed  1  If  three  members  would 
give  to  this  object  a  dollar,  through 
the  state,  and  so  raise  seven  thousand 
dollars,  how  could  the  operations  in 
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the  Home  Missions  of  Vermont  be 
enlarged  1  And  what  a  flood  of  bless- 
ing would  this  bring  in  upon  our 
state? 

Vermont  belongeth  to  the  world, 
and  Ciirist  can  never  rule  the  world, 
till  Vermont  is  subject  to  his  truth. 
And  it  is  to  be  brought  to  bow  to 
Christ,  and  own  him  King  and  Lord, 
through  the  foolishness  of  preaching. 
And  the  seed,  thus  sown,  is  to  be 
watered  with  tears,  and  nurtured  with 
prayer.  It  is  to  be  given  to  Christ, 
as  every  other  part  of  the  world,  in 
answer  to  prayer.  Let  the  church 
do  whatever  else  may  be,  if  there  be 
no  prayer,  all  will  be  in  vain.  When 
the  church  of  Vermont  shall  come 
up  together,  in  the  union  of  the  Spi- 
rit, with  a  due  sense  of  responsibility, 
and  with  adequate  ardor  and  devo- 
tion, put  forth  effort  to  redeem  that 
portion  of  the  field  of  the  world, 
which  God  has  committed,  in  a  spe- 
cial manner,  to  us;  then  may  we  ex- 
pect, in  due  time,  and  that  not  dis- 
tant, to  see  the  dark  places  in  this 
fieM  become  light  in  the  Lord ;  all, 
that  is  wilderness,  bud  and  blossom 
as  the  rose ;  and  whatever  is  rough, 
and  desolate,  and  barren,  become  the 
fruitful  field. 


CONNECTICUT    MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

The  Anniversary  of  the  Connecticut  Mis- 
sionary Society,  Auxiliary  to  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society,  was  held  in  the 
Centre  Church,  New-Haven,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  17th.  The  Report  of  the  Di- 
rectors was  read  by  Rev.  Horace  Hooker, 
Secretary,  and  the  meeting  was  addressed 
by  Rev.  Milton  Badger,  Secretary  of  the  A. 
H.  M.  S.,  Rev.  Mark  Tucker.  D.  D.  of  Pro 
vidence,  and  Rev.  H.  G.  Ludlow,  of  New- 
Haven. 

We  take  the  following  extracts  from  the 
report  of  the  Directors  :-r- 

The  whole  amount  of  appropria- 
tionSjforConnecticut, during  the  year, 
is  $3161.  This  is  $213  75  more  than 
the  amount  of  appropriations  to  Con- 
necticut during  the  preceding  year, 
The  Directors  made  a  grant,  during 
)be  year,  of  $1000  to  the  Domestic 


Missionary  Society  of  Rhode  Island, 
to  be  expended  in  that  state,  under 
the  management  of  its  Board.  Only 
a  part  of  the  appropriation  has  yet 
been  drawn. 

The  receipts  of  the  Society,  from 
June  1,  1839,  to  June  1,  1840,  were 
$4537  78.  To  this  shonld  be  added 
$6098  76,  paid  from  this  State,  di- 
rectly into  the  treasury  of  the  Parent 
Society,  making  an  aggregate  of 
$10,673  54.  This  is  $2483  39  more 
than  the  receipts  of  the  year  previ- 
ous. This  increase  has  been  without 
any  extraneous  agency,  and  during 
the  severe  pecuniary  pressure  which 
has  embarrassed  the  operations  of  our 
benevolent  institutions,  in  common 
with  the  business  of  the  country.  To 
the  above  amount  we  may  add  $201!^ 
22,  received  by  the  Missionary  Soci- 
ety of  Connecticut,  making  the  whole 
sum  devoted  to  Home  Missions  ia 
our  state,  last  year,  $12, 684  76. 

The  amount  expended  by  this  Aux- 
iliary, during  the  year  ending  June 
1, 1840,  is  $3620  39. 

THE  UTIUTY   OF  HOME  MISSIONS, 

And  even  their  necessity,  for  the 
well  being,  if  not  continued  existence, 
of  many  interesting  churches,  has 
been  shown  by  the  experience  of  the 
past  year.  This  is  seen  especially 
in  the  case  of  churches  in  manufac- 
turing villages.  While  business  is 
flourishing,  some  of  these  churches 
are  able  to  support  the  institutions  of 
religion,  with  very  little,  or  no  foreign 
aid.  But  a  decline  in  trade  scatters 
the  laborers,  and  in  a  short  time  a 
church,  before  comparatively  strong, 
is  reduced  to  dependence  on  external 
support.  At  such  a  moment  is  mani- 
fested the  value  of  our  Society,  whose 
benefactions,  often  small,  afford  prei- 
sent  relief,  itnd  encourage  the  bur-^ 
dened  and  desponding  to  struggle  on, 
until  an  improvement  in  business 
shall  revive  their  energies.  If  all  the 
instances  of  this  sort,  in  Connecticut, 
and  in  other  sections  of  our  country, 
could  be  embraced  in  one  view,  it 
would  need  no  other  argument  to 
prove  the  value  of  Home  Missions. 

They  help  to  create  a  public  senti- 
ment which  will  not  suffer  desolations 
^fnong  the  churches  to  rerpain^  Jp^t 
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after  year,  without  any  effort  for  iheir 
removal.  Once,  such  desolations 
might  exist,  not  only  without  a 
thought  that  the  ruins  could  be  built 
again,  but  with  only  slight  care  for 
their  existence.  These  churches, 
themselves,  if  not  regardless  of  their 
condition,  were  often  without  hope 
of  a  return  to  vigor;  while  their 
neighbors,  long  accustomed  to  the 
sight,  if  they  had  not  entirely  ceased 
to  sympathize,  considered  the  evil 
past  remedy.  But  now  it  is  discredi- 
table for  a  churchy  remain  desolate, 
without  eflfort,  while  so  many  others, 
once  in  a  like  condition,  have  suc- 
ceeded, through  the  help  of  benevo- 
lence, in  regaining  their  prosperty. 
And  if  they  are  insensible  to  their 
own  wants,  churches  in  the  vicinity 
will  not  suffer  the  evil  to  continue, 
without  an  attempt  to  relieve  it. 
Though  there  are  now  more  feeble 
churches  in  Connecticut,  than  there 
Were  twenty-five  years  ago,  it  is  not 
because  Home  Missions  have  failed 
of  their  object.  A  part  of  this  num- 
ber consists  of  churches  formed 
through  the  agency  of  our  Society, 
which,  therefore,  we  may  regard  as 
striking  evidence  of  success  >  ano- 
ther part  consists  of  churches  which, 
in  consequence  of  various  changes, 
have  become  weak,  and  which,  with- 
out the  patronage  Of  the  Society, 
might  have  Ceased  to  exists  while  in 
most  cases,  where  this  patronage  has 
been  enjoyed,  the  churches,  though 
still  ranked  among  the  number  that 
need  aid,  are  as  unlike  their  former 
selves,  in  all  that  constitutes  the 
strength  and  ornament  of  religion,  as 
a  living  body  is  unlike  a  tenant  of  the 
grave.  What  is  now  called  feeble- 
ness, is  a  far  different  tiling  from  what 
was  designated  by  that  term,  at  the 
origin  of  the  Society.  What  was  then 
meant  by  "  desolations,^'  and  "  waste 
places,'*— which  were  visible,  too,  in 
almost  every  section  of  the  state — 
can  now  be  found  only  after  a  dili- 
gent search.  If  a  new  and  neat  house 
of  worship  has  taken  the  place  of 
one,  whose  appearance  of  neglect 
and  decay,  only  imaged  forth  the 
moral  state  of  the  church  ;  if  the  as- 
sembly at  the  tavern  on  the  Sabbath, 
iiasb^en  transferred  to  the  sanctuary ; 


if  the  school-hoHse  has  been  repaired 
and  made  comfortable,  or  even  at' 
tractive ;  if  intemperance  no  longer' 
reels  without  shame  through  the 
streets — if  error  and  profaneness  re- 
tire'abashed  from  the  public  gaze^ 
if  the  ministry  has  regained  its  re- 
spect, and  'religion  its  moral  power ; 
if  the  voice  of  prayer  and  praise  has 
succeeded  to  the  boisterous  notes  of 
mirth,  or  the  coarse  language  of  li- 
centieusness-^call  the  scene  of  these 
changes  what  you  may,  it  will  afford 
proof,  in  a  radical  transformation 
of  character,  that  Home  Missions^ 
through  the  blessing  of  heaven,  have 
converted  a  waste,  howling  wilder-^ 
ness  into  a  fruitful  field. 


WESTERN  RESERVE  DOMES^ 
TIC  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

iThis  Society  held  its  anoiversary  at  Eu- 
clid, Ohio,  Sept.  19th,  1840 >  at  which  timer 
the  Annual  Report  was  presented  by  the 
Secretary,  Rev.  W.  F.  CtrB»v.  T*he  follow- 
ing extracts  show  that  amid  the  peculiar  dif- 
ficulties of  the  year,  (he  Society  has  not 
been  unblessed  in  its  efforts. 

Notwithstanding  the  embarrass- 
ments which  have  checked  our  pro- 
gress and  sometimes  threatened  de- 
feat, the  cause  which  God  in  his  pro- 
vidence has  coDfided  to  our  care  ad- 
vances with  a  steady  pace. 

Our  collections,  though  far  front 
being  adequate  to  the  demand,  have 
been  increased.  Oar  agent  has  gen- 
erally secured  a  greater  amount  oil 
his  second  visit  to  the  churches  than 
v^aiS  obtained  by  him  at  any  previous 
time.  Those  Christians,  too,  who 
ate  most  deeply  interested  for  the 
conversion  of  the  world,  are  begin- 
ning to  understand  the  importance 
of  our  work.  They  begin  to  regard 
the  churches  of  our  land  as  the  foun- 
tains from  which  a  multitude  of 
streams  shall  flow,  to  carry  the  water 
of  life  to  the  perishing  heathen. 
These  fountains,  say  they,  "  must  be 
enlarged  and  purified  by  the  power 
of  truth  at  home."  Divisions  in  the 
churches  are  fewer  and  less  appalling 
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tlian  they  were  one  year  since,  and 
there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  that 
the  things  which  make  for  peace  will 
soon  prevail,  and  teach  by  happy 
experience,  how  good  a  thing  it  is 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
ynity. 

But  the  Lord  has  done  yet  more 
for  us.  He  has  poured  out  his  Spirit 
on  several  of  our  churches,  and  put; 
a  new  song  into  the  mouths  of  many ! 
who  were  sitting  in  darkness  and  in 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

Our  collections  during  the  year,  in 
cash,  have  been  $1079  25. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
seven  missionaries  were  in  commis- 
sion within  our  bounds,  two  of  whom 
were  sustained  by  the  Parent  Society. 
Fourteen  have  been  since  commis- 
sioned—eleven of  whom  had  not 
previously  received  aid ;  and  eleven 
are  now  in  commission.  i 

A  missionary,  after  saying  that  he  eould 
not  report  a  apecial  awakening,  writes :  I 

^'  Still  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
my  labors  have  been  in  vain.  Some 
few  who  have  not  been  accustomed 
to  attend  upon  the  means  of  grace 
until  six  or  eight  months  past  have 
been  brought  under  the  influences  of 
the  Gospel,  and  I  trust  have  been 
savingly  affected  by  it.  Two  mothers 
in  particular,  in  one  neighborhood, 
who  have  been  very  far  from  God, 
and  have  not  for  years  attended  upon 
the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  have 
become  deeply  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject of  religion,  and  are  now  rejoi- 
cing in  hope.  One  of  them,  although 
her  husband  is  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, so  far  as  it  regards  property, 
and  she  possessed  of  considerable 
intelligence  in  relation  to  many 
things,  I  found  very  ignorant  on  the 
subject  of  religion ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at.  She  had  no  Bible  in 
her  house  j  her  parents  were,  one  an 
atheist,  and  the  other  an  infidel,  and 
her  husband  a  Universalist  who  still 
continues  to  throw  obstacles  in  her 
pathway  and  disturb  her  peace  and 
joy.  But  I  trust,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  God's  grace,  she  will  be  ena- 
bled to  overcome  every  difficulty." 
In  this  church,  also,  it  is  believed  that 


the  cause  of  troth  is  making  steady 
progress. 

Another,  in  his  first  report,  says: 

"Two  very  striking  instances  of 
conversion  have  occurred  since  the 
establishment  of  these  (Sabbath  even- 
ing) lectures.  One,  a  laborer  on  the 
canal,  the  other  a  young  woman  who 
had  long  hardened  her  heart  againet 
God  and  often  grieved  away  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Both  of  these  instances 
are  marked  cases  of  the  most  pun- 
gent conviction  that  I  have  witnessed 
for  a  long  time.  Their  deep  sense 
of  the  awful  guilt  of  sin,  and  their 
full  conscioiisness  of  their  helpless 
misery,  served  to  bow  them  down 
low  in  the  dust  before  God.  The 
young  woman,  in  particular,  was  so 
deeply  distressed  in  view  of  her 
guilt  and  ruin  that  she  scarcely  ate 
or  slept  for  a  week  before  she  be- 
come reconciled  to  God." 

In  his  next  report,  this  missionary  gives 
an  account  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  re- 
suits  of  an  awakening.    He  sayi : 

"Many  old  backsliders  were  re- 
claimed ;  cold  hearted  and  lukewarm 
Christians  were  revived,  and  perish- 
ing sinners  in  great  number  professed 
to  submit  to  God  ;  and  among  these 
were  persons  of  almost  all  descrip- 
tions, and  characters,  and  sentiments, 
from  the  gray-headed  sinner  down  to 
the  youth  of  11  and  12  years.  More 
than  thirty  new  family  altars  have 
been  erected,  and  some  whole  neigh- 
borhoods have  become  almost  en- 
tirely converted  to  God.  Where  be- 
fore immorality,  profaneness,  and 
Sabbath  breaking,  were  the  order  of 
the  day,  now  you  find  the  family  altar, 
the  stated  prayer  meeting,  and  the 
devout  follower  of  Christ.  God  has 
indeed  wrought,  a  great  change  in 
this  place  and  in  this  vicinity.  As 
the  first  fruits  of  this  work,  we  have 
examined  (K)  for  admission  to  our 
church  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  May. 
The  Methodist  church  have  received 
nearly  as  many  more,  and  a  number 
more  have  connected  themselves 
with  the  Baptist  and  Episcopal 
churches,  and  there  ars  others  who 
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Vill  be  examined  soon  to  unite  with 
these  difTerent  churches. 

"  On  reviewing  the  past  year,  we 
feel  that  we  have  very  great  cause  of 
ffratitude  to  God  for  what  he  has  done 
for  bis  cause  in  this  place ;  and  we 
feel,  also,  to  acknowledge  most  cor- 
dially, our  obligations  to  your  Society, 
through  whose  instrumentality  the 
Gospel  has  been  continued  among 
this  people.  And  we  trust  that  we 
are  all  prepared,  unitedly,  to  ascribe 
the  glory  "  to  him  that  hath  loved  us 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his 
own  blood." 

In  bis  last  report,  this  brother  says : 

"  The  change  which  has  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  revival  is  more  and 
more  apparent  every  day,  in  the  dif- 
ferent habits  and  general  conduct  of 
the  people  here.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  interest  taken    in  the  Sabbath 


School  eause,  the  different  denomi- 
nations in  this  place  turned  out  more 
than  350  children  and  teachers,  and 
attended  the  celebration  on  the  4th 
of  July. 

"  Last  Sabbath  I  administered  the 
Lord's  supper  to  the  largest  number 
of  communicants  that  ever  met  in 
our  church  before.  It  was  an  inte- 
resting day.  Eight  were  added  to 
the  church  by  profession ;  8  received 
the  ordinance  of  baptism,  5  children 
and  3  adults,  making  in  all  that  have 
been  added  to  the  clfurch  as  the 
fruits  o£  the  revival,  62,  which  makes 
our  present  number  125.  One  hun- 
dred have  been  added  to  our  tee-total 
temperance  society,  chiefly  from  the 
converts,  and  about  160  have  uni- 
ted with  the  different  churches,  as 
the  fruits  of  our  protracted  meeting. 
And  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say, 
that  thus  far,  the  converts  appear  well, 
and  show  a  good  spirit." 


ttortej^ponlrfnte  of  t^t  ^.  fl^.  Jtt. 


IOWA. 

From  Rev,  R-  Gaylord,  De  Moines 
Co,,  L  r. 

I  have  endeavored  to  fill  up  and 
improve  every  opportunity  of  use-| 
fulness  that  has  opened  before  me, ' 
and  yet  I  do  not  see  those  fruits  that 
I  desire. 

I  visited  Farmington  on  the  first  of 
August,  at  the  request  of  brother 
Turner,  and  completed  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church  which  he  had 
formed  there;  and  administered  the 
Lord^ssupper  to  them  for  the  first  time. 
A  description  of  the  place  you  have 
from  brother  Turner  in  his  report. 
[See  Home  Miss,  for  Sept.  1840,  p. 
100.]  Although  the  morning  was 
ushered  in  by  a  very  heavy  shower 
of  rain,  attended  by  thunder  and  light- 
ning of  a  frightful  character,  yet  a 
very  respectable  congregation  were 
assembled,  which  listened  with  great 
eagerness  to  the  word  of  truth.  They 
should  have  a   minister  forthwith. 


There  is  a  densely  settled  commu- 
nity on  all  sides  of  the  town. 

INCIDENTS  OF  MISSIONARY  LIFE. 

The  month  of  August  commenced 
with  showers  almost  every  day  for  a 
fortnight,  in  which  an  unparalleled 
quantity  of  water  fell  upon  the  earth. 
I  left  home  to  go  to  Tuscarora,  to 
assist  in  a  protracted  meeting.  I  went 
part  way,  when  I  was  overtaken  by 
the  most  violent  storm  of  wind,  rain, 
thunder,  and  lightning  that  I  ever 
experienced.  This  was  followed  up 
during  the  night,  by  two  or  three 
others  of  the  same  description,  so 
that  it  seemed  as  if  the  windows  of 
heaven  were  opened.  The  streams 
were  raised  to  an  unusual  degree,  so 
that  I  could  not  proceed.  I  there- 
fore attempted  to  go  home ;  when,  to 
my  surprise,  I  found  that  Skunk  river 
was  full  to  overflowing,  leaving  gome 
of  the  houses  with  but  little  more 
than  the  roofs  out.  of  water.    Ty» 
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was  at  Augusta.  The  water  conti- 
Dued  to  rise  till  it  reached  a  point  8 
feet  higher  than  it  ever  has  been 
since  the  settlement  of  the  country. 
In  consequence  of  these  unprece- 
dented rainS)  followed  by  hot  wea- 
ther, sickness,  to  an  unusual  degree, 
has  visited  us  of  late.  Sickness,  too, 
has  proved  more  than  usually  fatal. 
Nor  has  my  family  escaped  the  visi- 
tation of  God.  On  the  13th  of  Sepu, 
my  wife  was  taken  with  the  bilious 
fever,  and  continued  to  decline  till  the 
23d,  where  slfe  sweetly  slept  in  Jesus ; , 
and  left  us  to  mourn,  not  her  loss,  but 
ours.  Her  death  was  eminently 
peaceful  and  happy. 


MISSOURL 

Ftom  Rev.  F,  R,  Gray^  Neio  Provi- 
dence^ Marion  Co. 

PREACHING  TOURS. 

During  the  quarter,  I  have  held 
several  meetings  abroad.  I  preached 
two  days  on  Sugar  creek,  in  Pike 
county,  embracing  the  last  Sabbath 
in  July,  received  one  member  to  the 
church  on  profession.  She  seems  to 
have  been  awakened  to  her  need  of 
an  interest  in  Christ,  at  a  meeting  I 
held  in  the  same  section  last  fall,  and 
hopefully  converted  at  the  meeting  I 
held  in  the  town  of  Louisiana,  in 
June  last.  She  was  the  only  one 
added  to  the  church  at  that  meeting. 
Two  or  three  others  appeared  to  be 
under  awakenings.  From  Sugar  creek 
I  went  to  Louisiana,  and  preached  on 
Wednesday  night ;  but  it  was  during 
the  time  of  a  large  political  conven- 
tion. Most  of  the  male  population 
were  absent  from  town;  and  such 
was  the  political  commotion  among 
those  that  remained,  that  you  could 
not  get  their  attention  to  religion  for 
an  hour.  The  congregation  was 
small,  and  the  interest  seemingly  not 
very  great. 

From  Louisiana,  I  went  to  Louis- 
ville, Lincoln  county,  and  preached 
there  three  days,  embracing  the  first 
Sabbath  in  August.    This  was  >ust 


preceding  the  general  election  in  this 
state.  Political  matters  were  still  the 
all  absorbing  theme.  There  was 
some  apparent  seriousness  and  inte- 
rest in  the  meeting,  but  no  addition 
to  the  church. 

SICKNESS. 

From  Louisville  I  returned  home, 
and  found  sickness  spreading  consid- 
erably through  the  country,  and  that 
of  a  most  malignant  character.  There 
have  been  more  deaths  around  here 
since  the  20th  July  last,  than  during 
four  years  preceding.  The  preva- 
lent disease,  has  been  a  malignant 
grade  of  bilious  fever,  tending  to 
congestion;  the  patient  almost  inva- 
riably in  a  raving  delirium,  with  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  head,  and  in  several 
instances  death  has  followed  in  three 
or  four  days.  We  have  lost  one 
member  of  our  church  here — several 
others  have  been  sick,  but  are  mostly 
convalescent;  the  disease  seems  to 
be  abating.  I  have  had  to  preach  at 
as  many  funerals  during  the  past 
quarter,  as  in  four  years  previous. 

In  September,  I  spent  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  at  Newark.  The  weather 
was  rather  inclement,  and  the  house 
open  ;  but  still  the  meeting  was  inte- 
resting. On  that  occasion  six  per- 
sons added  to  that  little  church ;  tour 
on  profession,  and  two  by  letter. 

CAMPBBLLITES. 

The  Campbellites  came  on  here 
last  week,  after  the  close  of  our 
meeting,  and  commenced  at  Houston, 
They  held  on  for  five  days  together, 
had  four  or  five  preachers,  denouncea 
every  thing  that  is  really  religious  j 
calling  it  superstition,  heresy,  mys^ 
tery  of  Babylon,  &c.,  &c. ;  called  on 
every  body  to  be  immersed,  or  be 
lost ;  said  they  did  not  see  that  it  was 
possible  for  any  one  to  read  the  New 
Testament  and  be  saved  without  im- 
mersion, and  many  such  like  things 
they  did ;  and  they  succeeded,  first 
and  last,  by  begging,  urging,  ridicu- 
ling, flattering,  dec,  in  getting  about 
26  under  the  water.  The  great  mat- 
ter with  them  seems  to  be  to  gtt 
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tfeem  under  the  water  and  into  their 
church,  and  then  they  may  live  as 
)hey  choose. 


"be  ye  warmed  and  pilled." 

Shall  this  be  alii  Will  not  the  christian 
reader  of  the  following  extract  do  something 
more  than  utter  an  ejaculation  of  pity  for 
the  writer— who  thus  apologizes  for  making 
hm  draft  as  soon  as  it  was  due,  without  first 
Rearing  from  the  Society  7 

I  shall  venture  to  make  a  draft  for 
the  first  six  months  in  a  few  days.  I 
am  greatly  in  need  of  some  funds. 
My  whole  receipts  this  year  up  to  the 
present  time,  of  every  kind,  have  not 
amounted  to  ,fifty  dollars.  The  con- 
eequence  is,  I  am  getting  very  much 
in  debt,  after  planning  every  way  I 
can  think  of  to  avoid  it.  The  regular 
meetings  of  our  Presbytery  and 
Synod,  take  place  now  in  a  few  days, 
but  I  shall  be  compelled  to  remain  at 
home,  because  I  have  not  decent 
clothes.  I  have  not  a  coat  in  the 
world,  but  is  either  patched  or  in  need 
of  it.  I  have  nothing  to  buy  new 
clothes  with.  I  could  go  in  debt  for 
them,  but  whether  I  ever  should  be 
able  to  pay  for  them  is  uncertain.  It 
is  with  painful  emotions  I  make  this 
statement ;  but  I  must  make  it  to  you 
privately  as  a  friend.  If  your  Socie- 
ty cannot  aid  me  I  must  go  elsewhere, 
or  do  something  by  which  to  get  a 
living.  I  have  no  charge  to  make 
against  my  congregation  ;  were  they 
able  to  support  me  they  would  will- 
ingly do  it ;  but  they  are  not. 


ILLINOIS. 

We  have  received  into  the  com- 
munion of  our  church  one  by  letter 
and  one  by  profession.  The  case  of 
the  latter  was  somewhat  peculiar. 
He  was  the  last  son  of  one  of  our 
elders  who  had  not  made  a  profes- 
sion of  religion.  For  more  than  a 
year  he  had  been  an  inquirer,  until  a 
couple  of  weeks  before  he  presented 
bimself  as  a  candidate  for  admission 


to  our  phurch.  It  was  then  he  was 
led  rightly  to  view  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ,  and  to  trust  in  him 
for  pardon  and  eternal  life.  But  it 
was  at  an  hour  when  we  were  called 
to  mourn  the  sudden  and  unexpected 
death  of  his  father. 

death  of  a  patriarch. 

This  venerated  man,  (Joshua  C — ,) 
reminded  us  of  Joshua  who  led  the 
armies  of  Israel  into  the  promised 
land.  His  declaration  was,  that  '*As 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve 
the  Lord."  Behold  now  his  last  son, 
coming  forward,  and  with  all  the 
household  covenanting  to  serve  Grod. 
Brother  C.  had  brought  a  large  fami- 
ly from  Ohio,  and  furnished  (hem  all 
a  home  in  this  land  of  promise.  Then 
he  consecrated  a  town  lot  in  this  vil- 
lage, for  the  site  of  a  church;  one  acre 
of  land  convenient  for  a  church  bury- 
ing ground  ;  and  also  furnished  near- 
ly all  the  materials  for  the  edifice, 
and  paid  the  carpenter  for  finishing 
what  was  not  completed  by  the  co- 
operation of  our  members.  Thus, 
you  see,  in  fact,  that  he  led  a  small 
host  into  this  land  of  promise.  For 
them  a  dwelling  is  prepared  and  a 
place  to  worship  the  true  iSod ;  and 
I  may  add,  that  he  has  been  the  fore- 
most in  procuring  a  priest  ta  minis- 
ter at  the  altar,  for  this  consecrated 
band.  This  patriarchal  benevolence 
is  seldom  equalled,  and  perhaps  ne- 
ver surpassed.  The  greater  part  of 
his  family  live  in  this  vicinity,  and 
are  members  of  this  church.  His 
death  was  occasioned  by  the  inter- 
mittent fever,  which,  at  its  third  par- 
oxysm, terminated  his  valuable  life. 
To  us  it  is  a  severe  loss.  As  an  offi- 
cer and  benefactor  of  the  church,  his 
loss  is  apparently  irreparable.  To 
his  numerous  family,  it  is  a  sore  be- 
reavement, and  in  the  community  his 
place  cannot  soon  be  filled. 


HARo  times. 


Owing  to  the  hardness  of  the  times 
I  have  had  to  struggle  with  poverty 
and  to  labor,  working  with  my  own 
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hands,  knowing  I  could  not  pty  if  I 
hired.  It  was,  obviously,  necessary 
to  make  considerable  repairs  on  my 
dwelling,  so  that  considerable  of  my 
time  has  been  appropriated  to  fixing 
it.  And,  in  the  true  language  of  one  of 
our  benevolent  committees,  1  have 
heen  fixing  a  ^'shelier^*  for  my  family. 
Now,  sir,  could  yuu  see  its  still  un- 
finished state,  entirely  open—my  fa- 
mily sick — probably  caused  by  this 
frontier  exposure — you  would  say, 
"  work  with  all  your  might  in  your 
appropriate  calling,  and  doubtless 
some  benefactor  will  promptly  af- 
ford you  aid."  Secular  labor  is  a 
resource  to  which  I  reluctantly  re^ 
sort,  but  it  is  a  "  work  of  necessity." 


APPLICATION  FOR  AID. 

In  the  exercise  of  unfeigned  grati- 
tude for  the  past,  we  renew  our  re- 
quest for  aid.  Through  the  Society's 
assistance  we  have  been  enabled  to 
sustain — or  at  least  to  retain  our  min- 
ister. The  church  and  people  are 
happily  united  in  him,  and  feel  that 
they  must  enjoy  his  labors  still. 
At  present,  we  are  unable  to  sustain 
him  without  foreign  aid.  Indeed,  we 
find  ourselves  actually  less  able  than 
we  felt  ourselves  to  be  when  we  first 
subscribed  for  his  support.  Some 
that  subscribed,  have  with  their  pov- 
erty, been  long  sick,  and  cannot  pay 
any  thing.  This  season  we  realize 
a  general  failure  in  our  wheat  crop, 
from  the  rust.  Many  of  us  have  suf- 
fered an  entire  failure.  Others,  who 
would  have  had  from  &ve  to  eight 
hundred  bushels,  had  it  not  failed, 
will  not  have  enough  to  pay  their 
subscription.  Added  to  this,  all  are 
in  distress  how  we  shall  meet  the 
coming  sale  of  our  lands  by  the  Go- 
vernment We  do  hope  for  a  bright- 
er day  ere  long,  but  at  present  tnust 
submit  to  be  beggars — yet  for  nothing 
but  the  BLESSED  GOSPEL.  How  Can 
we  and  our  children  live  without 
this,  in  our  infant  state?  As  it  re- 
spects the  future,  every  thing  is  de- 
pending upon  the  hand  that  moulds 
us  now.  May  God  save  us  from  the 
spoiler ! 


From  Rev,  A*  Gaston^  Gap  Grov^f 
Lee  Co, 


SICKNESS. 

The  last  quarter  has  heen  one  of 
constant  labor.  1  do  not  remember 
for  years,  to  have  experienced  three 
months  of  more  pressing  duties.  The 
merciful  visitation,  mentioned  in  my 
last,  has  been  speedily  followed  by 
one  of  judgment.  For  tAt>p/ace,  the 
sickness  has  been  alarming,  and  the 
deaths  frequent.  One  of  the  promi- 
nent members  of  this  little  church 
h^s  been  called  away  from  the  earth 
— his  loss  is  deeply  felt.  On  him 
rested  one-fifth  of  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  church,  both  temporal  and 
spiritual.  All  the  other  deaths  here, 
have  been  among  the  impenitent. 
Surely  God  has  spoken  in  language 
of  fearful  import !  This  community 
has  been  solemn  in  the  midst  of  these 
judgments,  but  as  yet  manifest  no 
disposition  to  forsake  their  sins  and 
obey  the  Lord — they  appear  like  men 
astonished  at  some  sudden  and  alarm- 
ing dispensation,  but  whose  amaze- 
ment is  soon  succeeded  by  a  stoical 
indifference,  and  return  to  their  form- 
er course.  The  carelessness  which  a 
portion  of  this  community  manifest 
on  the  subject  of  religion,  is  really 
distressing.  Many  of  these  individu- 
als too,  either  are,  or  have  been  pro- 
fessors of  religion— they  belong,  how- 
ever, mostly  to  that  class  of  religion- 
ists who  reject  some  of  the  cardinal 
features  of  the  Gospel 

At  Rock  River  Rapids,  both  of  the 
physicians,  and  a  great  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  have  been  sick.  For 
the  want  of  medical  attendance  and 
proper  care,  many  have  died.  Some- 
times, before  reaching  my  home,  af- 
ter attending  a  funeral,  a  message  has 
reached  me  to  attend  another.  In 
the  space  of  three  weeks,  I  have  re- 
ceived as  many  as  twelve  such  messa- 
ges. In  the  midst  of  the  affliction  that 
has  surrounded  me,  I  have  enjoyed 
comfortable  health.  Providence  nas 
mercifully  shielded  myself  and  fa- 
mily. 

The  congregation  on  the  Sabbath, 
at  this  place,  has  decreased  conside- 
rably since  the  sickness  commenced; 
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and  the  Sabbath  school,  for  some 
weeks,  has  been  almost  extinct. 

Our  Bible  Society  is  progressing 
with  considerable  success,  in  explor- 
ing and  supplying  this  extensive  re- 
gion^ Our  agent  has  been  in  the 
field,  most  of  the  time,  since  March. 


INDUNA. 


VARIOUS  TRIALS  AND   SUCCESSES. 

Since  the  receipt  of  my  commis- 
sion, I  have  had  almost  constant  af- 
fliction in  my  family.  My  wife  is  at 
this  time  in  bad  health,  and  in  a  state 
ot  mental  derangement.  My  afl3ic- 
tions  and  trials  are  many  and  heavy  ; 
but  the  grace  of  God  will  be  sufficient 
for  me.  Although  we  have  not  had 
such  precious  seasons  of  refreshing 
within  our  bounds  as  usual,  yet,  we 
have  not  been  left  without  some  mer- 
cy drops.  During  the  last  missiona- 
ry year,  we  had  an  addition  of  about 
twenty  to  the  church,  by  examina- 
tion. In  the  period  that  has  elapsed 
of  the  present  year,  only  two  addi- 
tions have  been  made,  though  1  trust, 
good  has  been  done.  For  about 
six  months,  I  have  preached  part  of 

the  time  at ;  and  here,  also, 

five  or  six  have  been  added  to  the 
church  on  examination. 

Among  our  greatest  hindrances, 
is  the  high  political  excitement  pre- 
vailing universally  through  the  coun- 
try. On  this  subject,  professors  of 
religion  thinlc  they  are  doing  God 
service  to  expend  almost  all  their 
zeal.  But  we  trust  this  storm  will 
soon  have  passed  over.  We  have 
had  more  than  usual  sickness  in  my 
church.  Several  worthy  members 
have  been  reduced  very  low.  But 
with  myself,  it  has  been  a  season  of 
special  trial.  Billow  after  billow  of 
affliction  has  gone  over  me,  but  the 
Lord  holds  me  up.  I  greatly  need 
your  prayers  that  all  these  things 
may  be  sanctified  to  me.  I  think  that 
my  heart  is  drawn  more  closely  to 
God  than  ever  before;  and  that  I  am 
more  determined,  if  my  afflictions  are 
removed  so  as  to  allow  it,  to  double 

VOL.  xm.  24 


my  diligence  in  the  cause  of  my 

blessed  Master. 

There  are  those— and  they  are  becoming 
more  numerous — who  do  not  reserve  all 
their  religious  interest  for  marvellous  and 
romantic  themes ;  but  have  also  the  sense 
to  appreciate,  and  the  heart  to  pity,  the  la- 
bors and  the  sorrows  of  the  faithful  laborer 
in  the  west.  We  feel  confident  that  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  trials  of  our  brother  will  awaken 
the  sympathy  of  the  friends  of  Home  Mis- 
sions, and  that  they  will  remember  him  and 
his  afflicted  companion,  in  their  prayers  to. 
the  compassionate  Saviour. 


MICHIGAN. 

From  the  Rev.  O.  C  Thompson^  Port 
Huron, 

This  last  quarter  began  with  the 
same  encouraging  prospects  that 
have  cheered  us  from  the  commence- 
ment of  our  labors  in  this  place,  one 
year  ago.  A  church  of  20  members 
was  formed  in  the  spring,  to  which 
8  have  been  added  during  this  quar- 
ter. A  religious  society  has  also 
been  organized,  by  the  choice  of 
trustees ;  as  the  law  provides.  Our 
little  meeting  house  was  well  filled, 
and  the  Sabbath  school  well  attended, . 
and  the  effect  has  been  such,  that 
every  body  here  admits  that  a  favor- 
able change  is  taking  place.  But  we 
have  had  a  sad  state  of  things  for  a 
few  weeks  past.  Disease  has  enter- 
ed every  family  and  laid  hold  of  al- 
most every  individual.  Many  have 
died  very  suddenly.  Among  the 
number  that  are  gone,  are  some  of 
whom  we  have  no  hope.  O  how  dis- 
tressing for  a  pastor  to  see  his  peo- 
ple dying  without  hope  !  But  in  the 
midst  of  this  distress  we  have  joy. 
Some  have  left  the  cheering  hope 
that  they  have  gained  even  more  than 
we  have  lost  by  their  death. 

JUST   IN  TIME. 

One  was  a  beloved  and  substantial 
member  of  this  church  who  hoped 
that  h«  gave  his  heart  to  God  this 
last  year.    He  was  a  young  married 
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man.  Until  the  commencement  of  this 
year  he  had  lived  entirely  indifferent 
to  religion  ;  and  when  I  first  preach- 
ed in  his  neighborhood,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  surprise  to  his  neighbors,  that 
he  should  go  to  meeting.  He  and- 
his  wife  came  into  the  church  in  Ju- 
ly, giving  most  satisfactory  evidence 
of  true  conversion.  The  last  time  I 
saw  him^  he  led  his  three  children  to 
the  baptismal  font  and  gave  them  to 
the  Lord.  His  work  thus  done,  he 
died,  leaning  upon  the  support  that 
David  said  would  sustain  him  while 
walking  through  the  dark  valley. 

But  he  is  not  the  only  one  in  this 
place  that  I  hope  has  given  his  heart 
to  God  during  this  year,  as  l^lessings 
attending  the  means  that  you  have 
helped  to  sustain,  and  which  without 
your  help  would  not  probably  have 
been  used.  O  tell  the  rich  churches, 
that  $125  has  been  the  means  of 
building  up  a  church  of  28  members 
on  the  frontiers  of  our  nation ;  and 
what  is  more  than  all,  of  gathering 
precious,  immortal  souls  into  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom,  and  of  feeding 
them  who  are  famishing  for  the 
bread  of  eternal  life !  O  yes,  tell 
them  SOULS  are  perishing  and  unless 
help  arrives  soon  it  will  be  too  late. 
To  have  neglected  this  place  one  year 
more — O  how  different  the  condition 
of  some  of  its  late  inhabitants !  Me- 
thinks  I  hear  R.  K.  G.  praising  his 
Savior  and  his  God  in  paradise,  for 
the  beneficence  bestowed  through 
you  for  the  last  year. 

There  is  still  no  fellow  laborer  in 
this  county.  I  have  now  comple- 
ted a  church  organization  in  each  of 
the  four  villages  on  the  river  St. 
Clair,  which  is  about  20  miles  long. 
All  these  I  have  to  look  after.  Do 
send  us  help — for  help  is  needed. 


TRIAL3   GREATER    THAN    MERE    PECUNI- 
ARY WANT. 

In  addition  to  other  embarrass- 
ments of  churches  here  in  the  wil- 
derness, our  little  society  has  been 
sorely  afflicted  with  sickness,  which 
at  times,  has  greatly  diminished  our 
numbers  upon  the  Sabbath  and  other 
Teligious  meetings. 

I  fully  believe  that  none  but  a  mis- 


sionary can  duly  appreciate  all  the 
trials  of  one  who  is  stationed  on 
these  outposts  i»f  Zion.  Pecuniary 
embarrassments,  however  great,  sore 
and  trying  they  may  be,  are  but  an 
item  in  the  account.  Most  of  the 
professors  of  religion  come  to  this 
country  to  get  rich ;  and  this  they 
mean  to  do.  Many  of  these  come 
here,  and  never  connect  themselves 
with  Sny  church,  feel  any  responsi- 
bility, or  do  any  thing  for,  but  much 
to  hinder  the  work  of  God.  Others 
^ave  connected  themselves  with  our 
churches,  but  in  the  time  of  our  late 
speculations,  purchased  so  much  land, 
imbibed  such  loose  and  unchristian 
habits,  that  they  are  not  only  embar- 
rassed now  with  their  debts,  but  are 
dishonest  men — worse  than  drones  in 
the  church.  They  may  be  called 
•*  troublers  in  Israel*"  This  throws 
an  intolerable  burden  upon  those  who 
"have  a  mind  to  work."  Indeed  in 
many  of  our  churches  the  whole 
burden  of  labor  in  meetings,  visiting 
and  pecuniary  affairs,  falls  upon  a 
few  men — and  your  missionary, 
pressed  down  under  accumulated 
labors,  cries  out,  "Lord,  who  hath 
believed  our  report," — and  in  his 
groans  and  intercessions,  often  wa- 
ters his  couch  with  his  tears,  when 
he  thinks  of  souls  about  him  ready 
to  perish.  He  feels  willing  to  live 
and  die  in  the  field,  if  it  be  the  will  of 
the  Lord.    But  what  shall  he  do  ? 

A  minister  here  with  a  bleeding 
heart  has  to  watch  and  pray,  lest  he 
lapse  into  the  snares  of  the  devil. 
Then  he  must  rebuke,  entreat,  ad- 
vise— must  preach  publicly  and  from 
house  to  hou-e.  He  must  know 
whereof  he  affirms,  and  be  ready  to 
defend  it.  He  must  traverse  swamps, 
ford  rivers,  travel  on  foot — in  short, 
become  all  things  to  all  places  and 
to  all  men.  His  closet  and  study  must 
not  be  neglected,  though  amid  the 
accumulated  labor,  he  has  to  attend 
to  these  duties  as  by  stealth.  Do  not 
think  I  am  complaining  of  my  lot. 
No,  I  counted  the  cost  as  well  as  I 
could  before  I  came  here.  I  feel  con- 
tented and  happy  to  remain  here  as 
long  as  it  seems  duty,  though  many, 
and  before,  untried  discouragements 
appear. 
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THE  HOPE  OP  THE  COUNTRT. 

All  hearts  are  hoping  for  better  times.  The 
statesman  expects  a  poikical  millenium, 
when  the  dear  people  shall  elect  the  men 
who  adopt  his  views  of  goverttment.  The 
.tradesman  and  the  agriculturist  are  hoping 
ibr  an  improved  currency  and  better  markets, 
lo  be  brought  about  by  some  great  financial 
operations,  or  by  the  commotions  of  the  old 
world. 

There  is,  indeed,  hope  for  this  land ;  but 
not  mainly  from  sources  «uch  as  these. 
There  is  hope  that  the  Gospel  will  so  per* 
vade  the  living  channels  of  the  social  body, 
as  to  bear  health  and  vigor  to  every  part. 
It  is  not  to  the  great  men  assembled  at 
Washington,  and  in  our  respective  state 
capitals,  that  we  look  for  the  most  important 
agency  to  make  the  people  happy.  Their 
wisdom  may  assuage,  or  their  folly  aggra- 
vate theaymptoms  of  our  national  maladies. 
But,  under  Qod,  our  hope  for  this  country  is 
in  the  unpraised,  and  almost  unnoted  labors 
of  tliose  quiet  men,  who,  scattered  here  and 
there  throughout  the  land,  are  teaching  the 
people  to  honor  Grod  and  to  love  man — who 


are  holding  up  before  every  conscience  the 
portraiture  of  the  divine  character,  and  thus 
rebuking  sin  and  winning  to  the  practice  of 
vurtue.  They  are  the  best  legislators  who 
make  every  man  a  law  unto  himself,  and 
erect  a  tribunal  in  every  bosom,  and  seat 
thereon  an  enlightened  conscience.  An 
agency  like  this  is  the  nation's  great  hope. 
It  can  make  the  covetous  to  delight  in 
generous  deeds— the  grasping  hand  of  ava- 
rice  to  unclench  at  the  cry  of  distress — the 
reckless  to  respect  the  authority  of  law,  and 
observe  the  order  of  society.  It  can  melio- 
rate, if  it  cannot  remove,  ha)f  the  evils  of 
which  men  complain,  and  can  forestall  the 
other  half,  by  taking  the  rising  generation 
by  the  hand  and  leading  it  into  the  aafa 
paths  of  piety  and  intelligence. 

This  is  our  country's  hope.  O,  shall  not 
such  an  instrumentality  be  sustained  and 
enlarged?  Shall  the  ministry  of  Gtod's  ap- 
pointment be  trodden  down  in  the  tumul- 
tuous rush  of  political  strife,  or  starved  into 
inefficiency  by  a  failure,  on  the  part  of  those 
it  has  already  blessed,  to  appreciate  its 
value  1 


Ajfpointmenls  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  H.  M.  5.,  from  October  1st   to 

November  Ist,  1840. 


Rev.  A.  W.  Gray,  CoDg'l  ch.  PortUad,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  D.  K.  Gaily,  5th  ch.  RochMter,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Jo«.  *M  SMdd,  Eden.  N.  Y. 
Rev.  James  Miliar,  Cung'l  ch.  Chateaugav«  N.  Y. 

Rev More,  Preab.  ch.  Black  Rock,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  H.  Patrick,  Tellico  Plaius,  Teo. 

Rev.  S.  G.  Lovrry,  Parkersburg  and  Rockville,  fad. 

Rer.  Ebenezer  Brown,  Bloomiogville,  IlL 

Rev.  A.  L.  Peuooyer,  Griggsvitle,  III. 

Rev.  Justiu  Marsh,  Leoni,  Mich. 

Rev.  Geo.  Horaell,  White  Lake,  Mich. 


Rev.  S.  Ellis,  Triangle,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Lord,  Borodino,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  A.  G.  Orton, Greeu,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Northrop,  Massena,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Phinebas  Bailey,  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R  F.  Morris,  Carthage,  III. 

Not  in  eommitiion  lt4t  year. 

Rev.  Philander  Barbour,  Presb.  ch.  Fort  Ann,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  R.  N.  Wright,  to  go  to  Belvidere,  III. 
Rev.  James  A.  Haw  ley,  to  go  to  Illinois. 


The  Treasurer  of.  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums,  from  October  1st  to  November  Istj  1840. 


MEW  HAMPSHIRE- 
Concord,  legacy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Susannah 

Brown,  by  S.  Ambrose,  Esq.  JSOO  00 

Hancock,  an   individual,  by  F.  N.  Fist, 
Em<i.  1  00 

MASSACHUSETTS— 
Dan  vers,  in  part  of  bequest  of  the  late 
Rev.  George  Cowlas,  by  Rev.  J.  Q.  A. 
E^gelUAOm'r,  187  50 


RHODE  ISLAND— 
Providence,  Benjamin  Dyer,  to  const.  John 
D.  Potter,  of  Leicester,  a  L.  M.  30  00 

CONNECTICUT— 
Darien,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  W.  WhUing,  41  13 

Fairfield  Co.,  West  H.  M.  Soc.  hy  G.  St 
John,  Treas.,  viz., 
Bridgeport,  Deac.  W.  De  Forrest,  3  00 

Stamford,  First  Cong.  Gb.  ^  00 
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Fairfield,  Frieod/  9  00 

llarwiutoii,  Rev.  C,  Bentley,  5  00 

if  jrstic  BridgH,  Aux.  H.  M.  Soc.  in  part  to 
count.  Beiijauun  Fp  Uoxie  a  L,  M.  by 
Eliza  H.  Pdlmer,  Treas.  10  00 

Near-Haven,  Eai>t.  Dist.  H.  M.  Assoc.,  by 
H.  £.  Hodges,  Treus.,  viz., 
Durham,  Benev.  Soc  30  00 

New-Haven,  West  Dist.  H.  M.Assoc., by 
A.  Towuseud,  jr.,  Treas., 
Waterbury,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 
Anri  Clark,  C.  Nettletoa,  ExV,  10  00 

New.HMven,A.  U.  Maithy,  L.M.30;  Si- 
meon B.CUittendeo,L.IL30*,  Titus  Street, 
L.M.30;  others.  30,  120  00 

New  Milford,  Ludies'  Mite  Soc.,  Miss  6. 

M.  Merwin,  Treas.,  17  00 

Simsbury,  iu  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 
ThamosWilcux,  by  B.  Ely,  Ex'r,  50  00 

Stoniugton,  Feni.  Aux.  by  Mi^is  Sheffield,    2U  00 
NEW-YORK— 

Ceutreville,  Green  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Presb.  ch., 
by  Rev.  T.  Blair.  30  00 

New-York  City,  viz., 
BUecker  St.  Ch.  mon.  con.  coU.  by  M. 

Wilbur,  12  95 

Central  Presb.  Oh.,  W.  C.  Smilie,  10  00  ' 

Pearl   St.  Oh.  moo.  con.  coll.,  by   H. 

Aiknian,  13  75 

Second  Aoenue  Presb.  Oh.,  viz.. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Armstrong,  D.  D..  a  L.  M.  30  00 
Friend,  First  Annual  Suhscription,  6  UO 

(Band  Lake,  Prenb.  Ch.  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Daua,    7  50 

Ticoudero^a,Coug.Ch.,by  Rev.  P.Builey,  25  00 

Troy,  2d  Preab.  Ch.  Ladies'  H.  M.  Amoc, 
40  20 ;  Genu  H.  M.  Assoc.,  59  80,  by 
C.  Lyman,  100  00 

West  Poili^  Mrs.  Sophia  B.  Ford,  5  00 

NEW-JKRSKY— 

Hauover,  Presb.  Ch.,  iu  addition  to  6  75  to 
nousu  Rev.  T.  Sydenham  Ward  a  L.  M.  23  25 

Hadisun,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc,  by  T.  Hast- 
ings, 35  00 

Morritftown,  Mrs.  C.B.  Arden,  by  Mr.  Cone,  50  00 

Newark,  David  Hayes,  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  standing  committee  of  the  N.  Y. 
Cniig.  Assoc,  100  00 

1»ennsylvania— 

Wysux,  A.  C.  Hinman,  by  R^v.  M.Thatcber,  2  00 
INDIANA— 

Gret^iiwood,  Rev.  P.  S.  Cieland,  1  00 

ILLINOIS— 

Wav  ntisville,  coil,  by  Rev.  J.  Porter,  62 

MICHIGAN - 

Ypsilanti,  in  part  of  coll.  by  Rev.  I.  M. 
Wend.  10  00 

WISCONSIN  TERRITORY— 

MilwHukie,  Mrs.  Jam«;«  H.  Rogers,  I ;  Mrs. 
E.  Hiuman,  1  5U,  by  Rev.  S.  Peet,  2  50 

LOWER  CANADA— 

Huntiugdun.  legacy  ofthe  late  Wm.  Clyde, 
by  Rev.  D.  Dobie,  100  00 
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$1376  77 
J.  CORNING,  Treasurer. 


JUee^U  ofthe  Philadelphia  Agency,  from  June  let 
to  July  1st,  1840,  Rev.  E,  R,  Fairchild,  Secre- 
tary. 

PENNSYLVANIA— 

Lower  Provid<'iice,  Presb.  Ch.  coll.  in  part,  10  50 

Marple,  Presb.  Ch.,  bal.  uf  col.  3  00 

Neshaminy,  Presb.  Ch.  do.  54  00 

New  London,  10  00 
Philadelphia,  viz.,  1 

First  Presb,  Oh.  baU  of  coll.  95  00 1 


*  Third  Presb.  Oh.  K  H.  Lewis,  3;  un- 
known, 0  50, 

Fifth  Presb.  Ch.  bal.  of  coll. 
JVertAern  Liberties,  1st  Presb.  Oh.  bal. 
Southwarh  1st  Presb.  Oh. 
Westchester,  a  lady, 
York,  Rpv.  Dr.  Catheart. 
DELAWARE— 
Cautwell's  Bridge  and  Port  Penn  Presb. 

Churches,  bal. 
Christiana,  Presb.  Ch. 
St.  George's        do        bal. 
MARYLAND— 
Elkton,  a  Friend, 


3S0 

391  62 
36  00 
S5  00 
2  00 
10  00 

sb. 

15  00 
10  00 
80  00 

90  00 

$715  62 


Receipts  of  the  Central  Agency  at  UHea,  N.  T. 

from  August  ist  to  Oct.  22d,  1840,  Rev.  A.  Crane, 

Secretary. 
Alder  Creek,  9  25 

Baldwiosville,  12  40 

Biogharoton,  Curtis  Thorp,  50  00 

Borodin*,  J.  S.  Lord,  1  50 

Burrville,  %  50 

Constablevitle,  4  00 

Cooperstow^n,  26  10 

East  W  bitehall,  25  58 

Fairvale,  Fem.  H.  M.  Soc,  Mrs.  Oliphant, 

Treus.,  le  00 

Glen's  Falls,  to  const  Rev.  J.  T.  Bcovill 

a  L.  M.  32  89 

Jefferson  Co.,  Young  Men's  H.  M.  Soc,  T. 

C.  Snow,  Treas.,  25  00 

KeesevTilc,  coll.  50  49 ;  mon.  con.  coll. 27  51,    78  00 
Kingsboro,  Henry  Jones,  10  00 

Lowvilte.  ig  50 

Middlefield  Centre,  coU.,  34;  A.  Panneloe,  3,  37  00 
Middle  Granville,  21  73 

Plaitsburg,  29  25 

Rodman,  n  28 

Rome,  2d  Ch.  bal.  2  00 

Sackett's  Harbor,  25  00 

Volney,  3  27 

Watertowo,  1st  Ch.  25  00 

West  Leydon,  1  00 

Whitehall,  to  const.  Rer.  Lewis  Kellogg,  a 

L.  D.  100  00 

$562  24 

Receipts  of  the  New-Hampshire  Miss.  Soc,  from 
Sept.  1st  tsOcL  1st,  1840,  Reo.B.  P.  Stone,  Secre- 
tary. 
Cent  Institution,  293  10 

Antrim,  CouK.  Soc,  5167 

Gilmautou,  Mrs.  Moody,  ann*  sub.,  2  00 

Temple,  Rev.  Mr.  Jewett'sSoc,  17  89 ;  mon. 

con.  coll.,  7  11,  25  00 

Amherst,  Cong.  Soc,  56 ;  Maternal  Assoc.,5,  61  00 
Milford,  Nalh'l  Jewett,  5  00 

Hollis,  Cong.  Soc.  31  30 

Mount  Vernon,  J,  A.  Starrett,10;  1LA.E. 

Starrett,  10,  20  00 

Concord,  legacy  of  Mrs.  Susannah  Brown, 

dec'd,  per  S.  Ambrose,  Ex'r,  100  00 

Chester,  Mrs.  Perbis  Bell,  6  00 

Hanover,  Dartmouth  College  Cong.  Soc,       46  00 
"  Prof.  A.  Crosby,  10  00 

Pembroke,  Cong.  Soc,  7  00 

Canterbury,  Mrs.  Leavitt  C'ongb,  5  00 

Candia,  Mrs.   Eiizxbeth  L.  Brown,  0  37: 

Genw  Assoc.  6  SI,  6  58 

New-Market,  Mrs.  Garland,  1  00 

$670  65 


•  Omitttd  in  tht  last  ocksumlsigminL 
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THE    PASTOR'S    JOURNAL, 

OR, 

:etches  op  real  characters,  conversations,  and  striking  facts,  furnished 
chiefly  by  clergymen. 


A  PASTOR'S  TESTIMONY, 

sspecting  the  influence  op  death 
UPON  surviving  friends.'*' 

I  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the 
linistry  in  1818.  In  the  twenty-two 
ears  which  have  passed  over  me,  as 
.  pastor,  I  have  witnessed  changes 
mong  the  flocks  committed  to  my 
harge,  (for  in  these  revolutionary 
ays  I  nave  not  been  stationary,) 
imilar  to  those  which  every  pastor 
witnesses — the  breaking  up  of  many 
lappy  families  by  that  destroyer 
vhich  spares  neither  age  nor  sex ; 
hat  regards  not  the  widow's  sorrow, 
—that  is  not  moved  by  parental  tears, 
lor  the  anguish  of  orphans,  nor  the 
writhing  agoniesof  the  lovely,cherub- 
ike  forms  dinging  to  the  mother's 
}osom,  nor  the  preparatives  for  the 
Dridal  hour.  Now,  as  gray  hairs  are 
Ihicklv  sown  over  my  head,  I  gather 
up  a  few  statistics  from  my  journal, 
and  transmit  them  to  you,  and,  in  the 
present  article,  will  refer  particularly 
to  the  records  of  death,  and  some  of 
its  results  ou  survivors,  so  far  as 
known. 

The  funerals  I  have  attended  have 
varied  from  ten  to  thirty  in  a  year. 
The  average  number  has  been  fifteen, 
the  whole  amounting  to  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty.  Most  tender  are  the 
recollections  associated  with  the  re- 


*  The  result  which  the  writer  of  this  article  de- 
duces from  his  owu  observatioo,  is  oue  of  so  much 
interCfit,  Ihut  it  is  desirable  to  kuow  whether  the 
experience  of  other  paMtors  is  of  the  «ame  charac- 
ter. We,  therefore,  inrite  communications  from 
those  whoae  age  aud  familiarity  with  the  incident! 
of  pastoral  life,  qualify  them  to  bear  tettimofly  on 
the  sabjeet 


miniscence  of  these  more  than  three 
hundred     families     while     passing 
through  scenes  of  affliction.    It  has 
been  my  impression,  even  from  the 
early  period  of  my  ministry,  that  fa- 
milies in  sorrow  were  singled  out  by 
tlie  providence  of  God,  as  those  who 
demanded  the  prayers,  the  sympa- 
thies and  faithful   instructions  of  a 
pastor,  and  I  have  attempted  to  study 
for  the  ways  in  which  good  might  be 
done  to  those,  on  whom  God  has  thus 
laid  his  chastening  hand.    And  as  the 
destroyer  has  thrice  entered  my  own 
dwelling,  the  impression  has  gathered 
strength,  that  the  afflicted  should  be 
the  objects  of  pastoral  labor  and  soli- 
citude, and  that  hours  so  marked,  are 
critical  hours  in  human    existence. 
More    than  three  hundred  times  I 
have  thus,  as  a  pastor,  been  admon- 
ished of  my  own  mortality,  and  in  a 
most  interesting  manner  reminded, 
that  what  I  have  to  do  for  those  over 
whom  I  watch,  must  be  done  quickly. 
It  gives  me  a  sensation  of  alarm  for 
my  own  soul,  to  think  that  1  have 
been  benefitted  so  little,  if,  indeed  at 
all,  by  the  events  to  which  I  now  re- 
fer. 

It  would  seem  that  a  pastor,  amid 
such  scenes,  in  studying  how  to  guide 
mourners,  and  assist  them  by  precept, 
and  example,  and  prayer,  to  derive 
benefit  from  these  lessons  of  God's 
providence,  would  certainly  have  his 
own  heait  subdued  and  softened,  and 
in  ^ome  degree,  conformed  to  the 
image  of  him  who  took  our  infirmities 
and  bore  our  sicknesses ;  who  was 
hfflicted  in  all  the  afflictions  of  his 
people;  but  I  cannot  recur  to  these 
pages  of  my  journal  and  review  the 
records  of  sorrow,  more  than  three 
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hundred  times  repeated,  without  hav- 
ing occasion  to  cry  out  in  anguish, 
*'  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  ac-  j 
cording  to  thy  loving  kindness,  ac-, 
cording  to  the  multitude  of  thy  ten-| 
der  mercies,  blot  out  my  transgres- 
sion. Pardon  mine  iniquity  for  it  is 
great."  ] 

*'  As  from  the  wing,  no  scar,  the  sky  retains, 
The  parted  wave,  no  furrow  from  the  keel, 
So  dies  in  human  hearts  the  thought  of  death." 

It  is  not  in  affliction,  howdever  se- 
vere or  oft- repeated,  to  make  the 
heart  better,  but  in  the  operations  of 
the  Spirit,  whose  province  it  is,  to 
perform  this  wonderful  work,  by 
means  of  his  own  choosing.  No 
quality  or  quantity  of  sorrow  on 
account  of  the  loss  of  friends,  will 
transform  the  heart  and  fit  it  for  hea- 
ven. This  is  the  office  of  Hiqi  who 
reproves  of  sin,  and  takes  of  the 
things  of  Christ,  and  reveals  them  to 
the  soul,  and  enstamps  the  blessed 
image  of  Jesus  there;  and  he  will 
never  give  this  glory  to  another. 

Of  the  number  of  mourners,  with 
whom  twenty-two  years  of  pastoral 
experience  allows  me  to  speak,  I  can 
say,  that  of  those  who  had  previously 
given  evidence  of  piety,  the  effect  has 
generally  been  to  enliven  the  chris- 
tian graces,  embitter  sin,  render  the 
world  more  empty,  endear  the  Savior 
and  cherish  the  temper  of  the  hea- 
venly. Some  delightful  illustrations 
are  recollected  where  the  children  of 
God  have  been  heard  saying,  "  It  is 

food  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted." 
'athers,  mothers,  widows,  orphans, 
have  felt  that  God  was  wise  and  faith- 
ful, and  kind,  and  paternal,  in  correc- 
ting them,  and  one  like  unto  the  Son 
of  God  has  been  seen  walking  with 
them  in  the  furnace.  But  of  those 
who  were  impenitent,  connected  with 
the  three  hundred  and  thirty  families 
— most  of  which  I  have  visited  re- 
peatedly in  the  attempt  to  discharge 
pastoral  duties — it  is  astounding  to 
me  to  think  how  few  have  given  any 
evidence  of  having  been  savingly 
henefitted  by  their  sorrows. 

1  can  recall  to  memory  but  six  af- 
fording evidence,  followed  by  a  holy 
life,  who  dated  the  commencement  of 


their  serious  impressions  to  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  in  chastising  them. 
I  have  known  many  others  who  have 
had  their  attention  arrested,  their  feet 
turned  to  the  sanctuary,  who,  in  the 
process  of  months  or  years,  became 
humble  Christians,  and  they  dale  thq^ 
incipient  moment  of  tenderness  to 
those  afflictions  which  broke  their 
hold  of  the  world,  and  led  them  to  the 
hearing  of  the  Gospel  and  the  study 
of  the  Bible;  but  the  affliction  was  ra- 
ther the  means  to  other  means  than 
immediately  connected  with  their 
conversion.  It  has  not  been  deaih, 
or  sorrow  from  the  loss  of  friends, 
which  has  done  good  to  their  souls, 
but  the  glorious  truths  of  revelation. 
Only  six  out  of  the  multitude  of  the 
impenitent  who  have  weptat  the  more 
than  three  hundred  funerals,  have  in- 
dulged hope  that  the  sorrow  on  ac- 
count of  the  loss  of  friends  has  been 
connected  with  that  godly  sorrow^ 
which  needelh  not  to  be  repented  of. 

In  connection  with  other  means, — 
particularly  parental  faithfulness  and 
Sabbath  school  instruction,  and  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  read- 
ing of  evangelical  books — the  cases 
of  hopeful  conversion  have  varied 
from  eight  to  thirty  annually,  ave- 
raging about  ten  each  year.  I  speak 
not  now  of  those  who  have  thdught 
themselves  Christians,  but  of  such  as, 
by  their -lives,  have  made  the  impres- 
sion on  others,  and  brought  forth 
fruit  by  which  Jesus  has  authorized 
his  people  to  form  an  opinion  respec- 
ting character,— there  has  been  such 
love  of  the  discriminating  doctiines of 
revelation,  such  delight  in  the  duties 
of  the  Gospel,  such  decision  and 
meek,  patient  continuance  in  well-do- 
ing, so  Christ'like,  such  an  anticipa- 
tion of  heaven,  as  to  lead  others  to  see 
their  good  works.  Out  of  about  two 
hundred  who  have  indulged  hope,  not 
more  than  one  in  forty  have  traced 
the  means  of  their  change,  to  eveiits 
which  it  would  seem  might  have 
awakened  the  most  heedless  from 
their  stupidity. 

The  inquiry  has  often  arisen,  why 
have  these  visitations  from  God's 
hand  left  no  oftener  such  in^pressions 
as  are  connected  with  the  salvation  of 
the  soul?  Perhaps,  it  may  be  said  as  an 
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IS  wet  touchiag  this  vcrjr  topic,  that 
is  not  without  aa  important  mean- 
g,  that  God  has  authorized  an  in- 
)ired  writer  to  say,  "Thou  hast 
agnified  thy  word  above  all  thy 
ime."  No  other  conimtrnieations 
om  himself  have  had  this  honor, 
i  instrumental  of  saving  the  soul, 
has  not  pleased  God  to  convert  men 
(  sickness,  or  by  the  death  of  friends, 
Jt  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching, 
/  the  presentation  of  the  doctrines 
f  the  cross,  in  conversation,  in  read- 
ig  and  parental  instruction. 

But  the  inquiry  may  still  come  up, 
'hy  are  not  people  aroused  by  these 
;artling  events  to  consider  their  ways, 
lid  look  for  the  light  which  revela- 
on  affords  ?  May  it  not  be,  that  the 
ustoms  of  society  in  regard  to  mourn- 
ig,  have 'their  influence  in  diverting 
le  attention  from  God,  and  drowning 
is  voice  when  he  speaks  1  In  look- 
ig  back  to  the  affecting  events  to 
rhich  this  article  refers,  about  five- 
ixths  of  the  families  thus  visited  by 
eath,  within  the  circuit  of  my  pas- 
Dral  labours,  have  immediately  called 
le  dress-maker,  and  their  houses 
ave  been  turned  into  milliner's 
hops  for  several  days,  after  God's 
oice  has  been  uttered  in  their  dwell- 
ng.  One  instance  may  illustrate  my 
[leaning:  A  family  suddenly  be- 
eaved  of  a  lovely  child,  scarcely 
entured  out  of  their  dwelling  for 
ome  weeks,  and  it  was  not  till  the 
bird  Sabbath,  that  a  note  waspresen- 
d  asking  the  prayers  of  God's  peo- 
)le  in  the  sanctuary,  because  the 
nantna-maker  was  so  occupied,  as 
lot  to  be  obtained,  thus  giving  indi- 
mtions  that  the  customs  of  society 
especting  mourning  apparel,  were 
iiore  thought  of  than  God  and  his 
loings.  Something  nearto  this  would 
lescribe  a  multitude  of  cases. 

In  the  instances  where  there  has 
3een  a  passionate  and  vehement  ex- 
libition  of  grief,  leaving  the  impres- 
sion on  every  beholder  that  death 
Dfokein  upon  the  circle  as  a  very  un- 
expected obtruder,  as  though  they 
had  not  thought  it  possible  that  they 
and  their  friends  could  belong  to  a 
mortal  race,  \  have  never  seen  any 
evidence  that  an  individual  has  been 
permanently  benefitted.    There  have 


been  bitter  tears  and  heart-rending 
sighs,  but  of  such  violence  as  to  pre- 
vent reason,  and  reflection,  and  piety 
from  performing  any  office.  Animal 
emotion  has  predominated,  while  the 
rational  nature  has  not  been  visible. 
Passionate  grief  may  be  as  sinful  as 
anger,  it  may  betray  as  much  reck- 
lessness and  exert  as  blinding  and 
hardening  influence  on  the  immortal 
nature  of  man. 

It  is  evident  too,  that  there  has  been 
a  common  impression  that  the  death, 
the  providence  merely,  independent 
of  Him  who  has  sent  it,  is  somehow 
to  effect  a  change  of  feelings  and  of 
character  in  the  mourner  without  a 
personal  and  determined  attention  to 
duty. 

One,  not  my  parishioner,  but 
a  highly  honored  servant  of  Christ, 
gave  the  following  account  of  hit 
own  reflections  on  this  theme.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen,  or  eighteen,  the 
subject  of  his  own  salvation,  was  one 
on  which  his  mind  was  deeply  exer- 
cised as  the  all-important  business  of 
his  life,  but  after  many  self-righteous 
attempts  to  secure  it,  he  came  to  the 
result,  that  it  must  be  some  extraor- 
dinary event  that  would  subdue  his 
heart  and  soften  so  rock-like  a  thing 
as  was  in  his  bosom.  And  he  gave 
over  seeking  till  something  remarka- 
ble should  occur.  After  the  lapse  of 
some  few  years  he  was  sent  for  in 
haste  to  visit  his  dying  father.  He 
arrived  just  in  season  to  receive  his 
last  counsel,  hear  his-expiring  groans, 
and  all  was  over,  with  the  son's  best 
friend.  The  funeral  solemnities  were 
attended  and  he  was  expecting  that  so 
affecting  a  providence  would  move 
his  heart.  But  it  was  like  the  nether 
millstone.  He  could  weep  for  his 
loss,  but  not  for  his  sins.  He  could 
tremble,  but  it  was  from  fear  of  hell, 
and  not  from  the  fact  that  God  was 
so  near,  and  was  actually  speaking  to 
him  of  his  soul's  salvation.  Months 
passed  away  and  he  was  left  more 
hardened  than  ever.  Death  cominff 
so  near  to  him,  accomplished  no  good 
for  his  soul.  \ 

In  a  subsequent  period  of  his  life, 
while  travelling  in  the  stage  as  he 
was  watching  the  rapid  revolution  of 
the  wheels,  and  thinking  that  every 
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motion  brought  him  nearer  to  the  end 
of  his  journey,  he  pursued  the  follow- 
ing train  of  reflections:  This  is  like 
myjourney  to  the  grave  and  to  the 
retributions  of  eternity.  Every  mo- 
ment, every  pulsation  is  like  this  re- 
volving wheel.  It  hurries  me  on. 
Where  am  I  going?  What  are  my 
prospects  for  eternity  ?  Now  he  was 
not  thinking  that  some  wonderful 
event  must  occur  to  arouse  him,  he 
was  not  thinking  that  death  would 
make  him  feel,  but  his  mind  was  ac- 
tive, his  energies  were  aroused,  some- 
thing must  be  done,  and  the  result 
was,  an  application  to  Him  who  can 
save  the  lost. 

May  not  one  of  the  causes  why 
the  death  of  friends  is  so  seldom  con- 
nected with  salutary  results  to  the 
living,  be  found  here  ?  There  is  an 
expectation  that  the  soul  will  be  bene- 
fitted, without  the  personal  resolute 
performance  of  duty  ? 


EVILS  OF  INTERMARRIAGES  BETWEEN 
CHRISTIANS  OF  DIFFERENT  DENOMI- 
NATIONS. 

[Furnished  by  a  Pastor^] 

It  is  abundantly  evident  to  every 
well  informed  Christian,  that  one  de- 
sign of  the  Savior  in  establishing 
the  church,  was  to  concentrate  the 
influence  of  his  people.  Any  course 
of  conduct,  then,  among  the  people 
of  God,  which  goes  to  weaken  this 
influence,  must  be  an  evil,  if  not  a 
sin ;  and  that  intermarriages  between 
diflferent  sects  of  Christians  has  this 
effect,  I  think  facts  fully  prove. 

Deacon  S was  among  the  best 

Christians  of  the  age.  and  exerted  a 
happy  influence  in  the  church  to 
which  he  belonged  ;  but  his  wife  be- 
longed to  another  denomination,  and 
her  influence  was  given  to  a  different 
church.  Consequently,  the  deacon  j 
had  to  act  alone ;  and  there  were  ma-| 
ny  cases  where  he  might  have  done 
much  spiritual  good  but  failed,  be- 
cause the  appropriate  way  of  access 
must  first  be  opened  through  female 


influence,  which  he  could  not  com- 
mand. Again,  he  could  and  did  la- 
bor for  the  conversion  of  bis  chil- 
dren, but  still  there  were  some  doc- 
trinal points  which  he  fully  believed, 
on  which  he  was  compelled  to  be 
silent,  unless  he  would  wound  the 
feelings  of  his  companion.  The 
children  had  to  be  allowed  to  attend 
her  meeting  as  well  as  his ;  and  this 
produced  a  habit  of  running  about  ta 
different  churches,  consequently  they 
cared  little  for  any  meeting.  Some 
of  them,  however,  the  Lord  has  mer- 
cifully converted,  but  others  are  un- 
believers. Another  evil  was,  that 
when  his  brethren  and  sisters  visited 
him,  they  suffered  a  restraint,  and 
could  not  unbosom  themselves  freely, 
and  therefore  Tailed  of  his^  instruc- 
tions OH  some  points  where  they 
much  needed  it.  Besides  this,  he 
must  also  attend  meeting  with  her  a 
part  of  the  time,  and  then  his  seat  in 
church  was  empty,  and  he  failed  to 
exert  that  influence  over  the  church 
and  the  world,  that  a  constant  at- 
tendance there  would  otherwise  have 
given  him.  Moveover,  he  must  pay 
something  to  her  minister,  which  de- 
ducted so  much  from  his  subscrip- 
tions to  his  own,  while  his  own 
church  needed  all  that  could  possibly 
be  raised,  and  his  pastor  was  com- 
pelled to  labor  with  his  hands  in  or- 
der to  support  his  family,  and  the 
church  to  which  his  wife  belonged 
was  abundantly  able  to  support  the 
Gospel. 

In  the  instruction  of  his  children, 
he  was  necessarily  silent  on  those 
points  on  which  his  wife  and  himself 
differed.  They  compromised  the 
matter,  and  agreed  to  leave  those 
points  out  of  their  instructions. 
How  often  have  I  heard  him  sigh 
and  lament  over  this  subject,  and  ac- 
knowledge when  his  head  was  fully 
blossomed  for  the  grave,  that  much 
of  his  influence  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  had  been  lost  by  this  connex- 
ion, although  he  had  lived  happily 
with  his  companion  in  other  respects. 
The  same  embarrassments  were 
equally  true  in  the  experience  of  his 
wife.  Then  why  should  Christians 
form  such  connexions  1 

QniRENS. 
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Go, Pebach  the  Gospel Mark  xvi.  15. 

How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  bent  7  ....  Bom,  x.  15. 
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MISSIONARY  BOXES. 


In  order  to  prevent  misapprehension,  we 
em  it  expedient  again  to  recapitulate  the 
:ts  which  have  been  already  announced  at 
iferent  times  and  through  various  channels, 
reference  to  the  movement  of  churches  at 
e  East  to  supply  the  famiUes  of  ministers 
the  West  with  clothing  and  other  useful 
tides. 

The  American  Home  Missionary  Society 
is  from  time  to  time,  ever  since  its  forma- 
)n,  been  made  the  medium  of  communica- 
ig  such  contributions  from  eastern  Chris- 
ms tQ  ministers  in  the  West.  But  no  ge- 
iral  and  extended  movement  of  this  kind 
18  occurred  until  the  present  year.  The 
arshall  Presbytery,  in  Michigan,  directed  a 
►mraittee,  of  which  Rev.  J.  P.  Gleaveland 
eis  chairman,  to  appeal  in  their  name  to 
e  eastern  churcl^es  for  books  and  clothing 
:  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
inisters  in  that  state.  This  appeal  ap- 
ared  in  the  Home  Missionary  for  Septem- 
r  last,  and  in  the  religious  newspapers  ge- 
srally. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  this  presen- 
tion  of  the  wants  of  our  brethren  had 
ached  a  tender  chord  in  the  heart  of  chris- 
n  philanthropy,  and  that  the  response 
luld  be  more  general  than  had  been  anti- 
lated  by  the  most  sanguine.  From  all 
rts  of  the  country  inquiries  were  addressed 
this  office,  as  to  the  routes  and  expense  of 
msportation,  and  provision  for  paying 
ight,  &c.  It  became  necessary  that  depots 
ould  be  named  at  certain  leading  points, 
d  that  agents  be  employed  to  receive, 
irk,  repair  and  ship  the  boxes  that  should  be 

VOL.  XIV.  18 


sent  to  them.  The  ministers  scattered  over 
the  whole  state  of  Michigan  were  to  be 
reached,  if  practicable;  but  how  to  do  it  when 
the  residences  of  many  of  them  were  un- 
known at  the  east,  and  their  precise  wants 
understood,  perhaps,  only  by  their  most  inti- 
mate friends,  and  when  there  were  no  funds 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  boxes  to  their 
doors— these  were  difficulties,  to  obviats 
which  there  was  no  provision. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  seemed  proper 
that  the  Home  Missionary  Society  should 
volunteer  its  agency  and  take  a  general  di- 
rection of  the  business,  at  least  so  far  as  to 
prevent  the  failure  of  the  boxes  to  reach  the 
field.  Accordingly,  the  Society  made  ar- 
rangements with  persons  at  difierent  points 
in  the  state  of  New-York  and  in  Michigan^ 
to  receive  the  boxes  which  might  be  sent  to 
their  care,  to  see  that  they  were  in  good 
condition  fur  transportation,  to  pay  the 
charges,  and  draw  upon  the  treasurer  for 
the  amount.  These  services  have  occupied 
the  time  of  individuals,  who  ought  to  receive 
some  compensation;  one  person  in  Michigan 
has  been  engrossed  for  nearly  six  weeks 
by  the  work  of  receiving  and  examining  the 
boxes,  corresponding  with  those  to  whom 
their  contents  were  to  be  applied,  and  m 
other  details.  The  expense  which  has  al- 
ready come  upon  the  Society  in  this  way  is 
upwards  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  at 
least  half  as  much  more  will  be  required  be- 
fore the  bills  are  all  liquidated.  The  whole 
sum  remitted  by  the  donors  of  some  of  the 
boxes,  amounts  only  to  a  very  small  part  of 
the  expenses  of  freight  and  charges. 
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It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  the 
recipients  of  this  bounty  could  well  afford  to 
pay  the  charges  which  might  accrue.  In 
some  cases,  this  might  be  true,  but  not  m 
general,  as  the  extracts  of  letters  given  be- 
low will  sufficiently  testify. 

The  work  of  distribution  over  so  large  a 
space  of  new  country,  has  necessarily  been 
slow,  and  has  been  retarded  by  the  inability 
of  the  brethren  having  charge  of  it,  to  deter- 
mme,  until  after  extensive  correspondence, 
Ae  precise  wants  for  which  they  were  to 
provide.  Several  depots  were  selected  at 
different  points  in  the  state,  and  the  minis- 
ters assembled  at  them,  and  the  distribution 
made  to  each  personally,  and  so  far  as  we 
have  heard,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all. 

As  tiie  number  of  boxes  forwarded  to  the 
office  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  exceeded  our  ex- 
pectations, it  was  thought  not  improper  to 
send  a  portion  of  the  charity  of  the  churches 
to  other  parts  of  the  missionary  field,  equally 
destitute  and  deserving.  Accordingly,  after 
«bout  a  hundred  boxes  and  barrels  had  been 
•ent  to  Michigan,  several  were  forwarded  to 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Northern  Illinois,  Wisconsin 
«nd  Iowa.  A  still  larger  number  would  have 
been  sent  to  remote  parts  of  the  West,  had 
the  lateness  of  the  season  and  the  hazards 
/oi  transportation  permitted. 

As  yet,  we  have  heard  from  but  a  small 
portion  of  these  boxes ;  nor  can  we  expect 
to  hear  from  each  particularly.  A  little  re- 
flection must  convince  any  one  that  where 
boxes  vary  in  value  from  315  to  3250,  no 
equal  distribution  could  be  made  without 
opening  them,  and  assorting  the  contents. 
Of  course,  the  gifts  of  any  one  church  or  in- 
dividual have  seldom  all  gone  into  the  same 
bands.  The  diversity  of  wants  would  alone 
require  a  dispersion  of  the  articles,  according 
to  the  various  necessities  of  the  receivers. 
If  therefore  any  churches  or  individuals  who 
have  aided  in  this  charity  do  not  receive  a 
specific  account  of  the  application  of  theu* 
particular  donation,  they  must  not  infer  that 
it  was  not  received  and  applied  in  as  strict 
conformity  to  their  wishes  as  the  nature  ol 
the  case  admitted.  Where  the  names  oi 
those  who  have  furnished  articles  for  this 
charity,  could  be  ascertained,  their  bounty 
will  be  acknowledged  personally  by  the 
missionaries  or  their   families,  or  by  the 


committees  of  distribution.  Many  boxes, 
however,  have  been  accompanied  by  no  dis- 
tinctive mark  by  which  they  could  be  identir 
fied. 

EXTRACTS      FROM      LETTERS     ACKNOW- 
LEDGING DONATIONS  IN  CLOTHING,  && 

From  a  Clergyman,  having  charge  cf 
me  distribution. 

As  to  the  boxes,  1  shall  spare  no  pains 
to  effect  the  wishes  of  the  donors,  which 
are  within  my  power  to  put  forth. 
There  are  some  very  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstances. Not  a  few  of  the  boxes 
contain  no  possible  mark,  by  which  to 
identify  their  origin.  We  are  sorry,  as 
it  renders  it  impossible  to  render  the 
acknowledgment  as  full  as  it  certainly 
would  be,  if  this  oversight  had  not  oc- 
curred. The  supply  seems  to  have 
been  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the 
rich  fruit  of  God's  Spirit  on  the  beloved 
brethren  and  sisters  at  the  East.  I  wish 
you  had  been  here  to-day  to  witness  the 
feelings  of  the  — —  Association  who 
came  to  our  house  to  take  their  quota. 
I  am  grieved  and  cut  to  the  heart  that 
any  **  friends  of  Missions"  should  doubt 
the  truth  of  our  "  Appeal."  We  have 
mtich  harder  stories  to  relate  than  any 
we  have  told.  I  will  give  you  one.  The 
Association  dined  at  our  house  to-day; 

brother of ,  where  they 

had  a  revival  which  brought  in  nearly 
every  adult  in  the  place,  last  winter, 
said  at  table — "I  have  been  at  my  place 
four  years ;  I  have  received  from  my 
people  seven  dollars  in  cash  during  the 
whole  time,  and  any  man  should  have 
been  welcome  to  all  the  provisions,  &c., 
&c.,  who  would  have  given  me  seventy- 
five  dollars'  worth  per  annum  at  the  out- 
side." Less  than  two  dollars  a  year  in 
cash,  and  less  than  975  worth  of  pro- 
visions a  year,  to  support  a  whole,  good- 
sized  family  ! — (excepting  of  course, 
what  he  gets  from  you.)  And  yet  his 
brethren  of  the  Association,  here,  on  the 
ground,  spoke  up  and  said,  **they  all 
supposed  that  if  there  was  one  minis- 
ter comfortably  taken  care  of,  it  was 
this  brother.  So  little  do  they  know 
of  what  their  brethren  are  endu- 
ring even  in  the  same  state.    Brother 

T.  has  been  two  years  at » 

and  has  received  just  two  dollars  in 
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money  from  his  people  during  the  whole 
time,  and  those  two  on  an  old  broken 
bank,  not  worth  a  farthing — and  not 
provisions  enough  to  keep  them  from 
actually  Buffer'ms  for  the  daily  necessa- 
ries of  life.  "  Had  it  not  been,"  said 
be,  "  for  what  my  eldest  son  has  dug 
3ut  of  the  earth,  I  could  not  have  stay- 
ed." Is  this  no  **  severity  of  pressure  V* 
But  I  am  only  grieved  that  our  testi- 
mony has  been  questioned  by  those  we 
love  and  hope  to  meet  in  heaven  ! 

From  a  minister  in  Michigan, 

Of  the  very  timely  and  liberal  obla- 
tions recently  sent  to  Michigan  we  have 
been  partakers.  Five  boxes  were  ap- 
portioned to  the  Presbytery  of  Washte- 
Qaw,  and  forwarded  to  the  care  of  bro- 
ther Wead  of  Ypsilanti.  According  to 
labels  found  upon  them  they  were  the 
gift  of  the  following  churches,  viz. 
Mount  Morris,  2d  Church  of  Coventry, 
Cassville,  Brooklyn,  and  although  not 
labelled,  the  fifth  appears  from  notices 
on  some  of  the  articles  which  it  con- 
tained to  have  been  from  Rochester.  A 
week  ago  last  Tuesday  morning  we 
were  assembled  at  brother  Wead's  to 
attend  to  the  distribution.  United  prayer 
was  previously  offered  that  the  obla- 
tion might  be  received  with  grateful 
hearts,  and  the  distribution  made  with 
equity  and  a  benevolent  spirit  .  We 
found  the  boxes  filled  with  useful  arti- 
cles of  clothing,  bedding,  boots  and 
shoes,  together  with  some  rolls  of  fulled 
cloth,  flannel,  sheeting,  &c.  The  worth 
of  what  has  fallen  to  my  share  is  about 
forty  dollars.  Some  of  our  brethren 
were  quite  needy.  To  them  we  im- 
parted more  liberally.  The  distribution 
I  believe  gave  pretty  general  satisfac- 
tion. And  I  hope  this  supply  of  our 
wants  will  be  the  occasion  of  much 
thanksgiving  unto  God. 

From  another  in  the  same  state. 

I  wish  I  could  express  to  you  and  to 
the  churches  at  the  East,  the  gratitude 
we  feel  for  the  timely  supplies  sent  for 
the  relief  of  Michigan  ministers.  Since 
we  have  been  kousekeeping,  my  wife's 
health  has  been  invariably  poor,  and 
this  with  the  poverty  of  her  husband's 
purse,  has  so  operated  that  we  have 


I  never  before  been  able  to  clothe  two 
comfortable  beds  in  winter,  and  I  have 
often  been  obliged  to  stand  up  in  the 
pulpit  with  a  coat  that  no  eastern  mi- 
nister would  wear  any  where.  I  do  not 
and  would  not  complain,  I  have  not 
done  so.  God  helping  me,  my  lot  is 
cast  with  the  people  of  Michigan,  and 
come  what  will,  here  I  stay,  unless  the 
same  Providence  that  brought  me  here 
take  me  somewhere  else.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  take  the  privations  of  this  new 
field.  But  I  am  satisfied  the  brethren 
at  the  East  have  never  before  under- 
stood our  situation. 

But  I  want  more  books  exceedingly. 
I  cannot  be  contented  as  I  am  in  this 
respect  I  can  bear  to  want  comfortable 
clothing,  but  where  my  mind  must  al- 
most^necessarily  deteriorate  for  want  of 
materials  to  improve  it,  this  is  difficult. 
I  can  scarcely  bear  the  thought 

From  our  agent  in  Wisconsin, 

The  boxes  of  clothing  arrived  in 
safety,  and  I  have  taken  measures  for 
their  distribution.  Several  boxes  were 
sent  from  Detroit,  most  of  them  small. 
The  contents  will  gladden  the  hearts  of 
our  brethren  and  their  families.  The 
supply  is  timely  and  acceptable,  though 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  wants.  The 
amount  sent  here  was  not  great  for  20 
ministers  or  over,  though  we  had  no 
claim,  and  were  not  even  expecting 
them.  The  brethren  who  have  sent  in 
a  list  of  their  wants,  as  I  have  requested 
all  to  do,  seem  very  grateful  for  the 
kind  gifts  of  their  eastern  brethren ; 
and  are  really  more  in  want  than  I  had 
supposed,  until  they  were 'thus  called 
to  tell  their  story. 


MISSIONARY  REPORTS. 

TEXAS. 

From  Rev.  P.  W.  Warriner,  Angelina^ 
Jasper  co.^  Texas. 

CAMP  MEETINGS. 

I  have  preached  one  Sabbath  during 
the  quarter  at  Sabine  Town,  and  two 
Sabbaths  in  San  Augustine  county. 
The   remainder  of  the  time  I  have 
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preached  in  this  place.  The  two  Sab- 
baths in  San  Augustine  county,  were  both 
at  camp-meetings,  one  among  the  Me- 
thodists and  the  other  with  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterians.  At  each  of  these 
meetings,  there  were  several  cases  of 
hopeful  conversion.  I  had  the  privilege 
of  preaching  several  times  at  these 
meetings.  There  was  no  disorderly 
conduct  that  I  saw  or  heard  of.  These 
meetings  are  well  adapted  to  this  coun- 
try. The  population  is  sparse,  and 
many  people  would  not  hear  the  Gospel 
once  in  a  year,  were  it  not  for  these 
meetings.  There  is  no  prejudice  against 
them,  but  the  people  travel  from  ten  to 
fifty  miles  to  attend  them,  and  encamp 
on  the  ground  during  the  meeting. 
There  have  been  a  number  of  these 
meetings  within  fifty  or  sixty  miles  of 
me  this  season,  and  they  have  all  been 
blessed  to  the  conversion  of  more  or  less 
individuals.  They  are  well  adapted  to 
the  character  of  the  people  of  this  sec^ 
tion  of  country.  They  are  not  of  such 
a  thinking,  reflecting  cast  as  the  people 
of  the  North. 

NEED  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Schools  are  exceedingly  desirable 
here.  A  vast  majority  of  the  children 
of  this  country  are  growing  up  entirely 
without  education,  unable  to  read  or 
write.  A  teacher  may  also  exert  a  great 
paoral  influence  over  the  minds  of  his 
pupils,  and  through  them  upon  the  pa- 
rents, and  if  he  is  faithful,  he  may  thus 
accomplish  much  for  the  cause  of 
Christ 

I  have  kept  up  our  little  Sabbath 
school.  It  is  small,  but  I  feel,  particu- 
larly in  this  country,that  a  person  should 
not  despise  the  day  of  small  things. 
Every  thing  here  is  in  its  forming  state, 
both  religious  and  political.  I  hail  with 
joy  whatever  will  tend  to  promote  in 
any  degree  the  civil  or  religious  pros- 
perity of  this  country. 

NEED  OF  ASSISTANCE,  GRATITUDE  FOR  AID. 

The  finances  of  our  country  are  in  a 
most  deplorable  condition.  Our  Texas 
money  is  worth  only  ten  cents  on  a 
dollar,  and  but  little  in  circulation. 
Most  of  it  is  in  the  hands  of  brokers  in 
New-Orleans.    There  is  not   money 


n  enough — I  am  informed  by  those  who 
ought  to  know,  to  pay  the  taxes  of  the 
country.  The  people  are  hoping  for  a 
change  for  the  better  this  winter,  and 
unless  this  hope  is  realized,  we  are 
ruined.  1  have  received  for  my  ser- 
vices since  I  have  been  here,onlytwenty- 
one  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  cash,  ex- 
cept from  your  Society.  And  here  let 
me  say,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  your 
liberality,  my  family  must  have  suffer- 
ed. I  can  never  fully  express  the  gra- 
titude I  feel  for  your  kindness  to  me. 
And  I  hope  that  both  you  and  I  shall 
yet  have  rejoicing  in  knowing  that  our 
efforts  for  good  have  not  been  in  vain, 
even  here  in  Texas.  You  may  be  sure 
that  there  are  a  few  that  are  made  glad, 
that  they  are  permitted  to  hear  the  Gos- 
pel from  the  lips  of  one  of  their  own 
ministers. 


IOWA. 


MORE   TESTIMONY  CONCERNING  THE  DE- 
MAND FOR  LABOR. 

From  Rev.  J.  A.  Clark,  Fort  Madison, 

I  wished  to  write  to  you  earlier,  but 
a  constant  pressure  of  labors  and  cares 
have  prevented.  No  man  who  takes  an 
intelligent  view  of  the  importance  of 
the  present  time  for  the  dissemination 
of  the  Gospel,  who  loves  the  souls  of 
men,  and  is  zealous  for  the  glory  of  his 
divine  Redeemer,  and  witnesses  the 
vast  moral  wastes  that  surround  a  wes- 
tern missionary,  can  avoid  care  or  labor. 
I  see  around  me  at  the  present  time, 
rapidly  growing  communities  who  have 
great  need  of  the  instructions  of  a  faith- 
ful and  intelligent  ministry,  whose 
minds  are  ready  for  the  truth. 

I  look  forward  to  the  future ;  from  the 
best  data,  I  conclude  that  the  immense 
population  with  which  this  vast  valley 
is  literally  to  teem,  if  it  be  not  speedily 
supplied  with  the  conservative  influ- 
ences of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
will  be  wicked  almost  beyond  parallel, 
active  in  the  service  of  Satan,  and 
wretched  in  themselves. 

I  find  a  soil  unsurpassed  in  fertility, 
capable  of  sustaining  a  very  dense  popu- 
lation, and  I  see  the  time  not  far  dis- 
tant when,  with  a  moderate  amount  of 
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labor,  it  will  afford  its  occupants  all  the 
necessaries  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life»  and  yield  a  large  surplus  to  be  sent 
abroad.  Divided  by  the  **  father  of 
waters"  and  intersected  by  numerous 
aavififable  streanis,  it  has  great  facilities 
for  tne  transportation  of  its  superabun- 
dant products  to  any  market  tiie  world 
may  afford. 

With  these  powerful  means  of  de- 
struction in  their  hands,  I  think  every 
Intelligent  Christian  must  be  deeply  so- 
licitous for  the  future  destiny  of  the 
present  and  rising  generations  of  the 
West 


MISSIONARIES       ARBIVED— BUT 
HEBDED. 


MOBE 


Brothers  Wood  and  Rankin  have  ar- 
rived and  entered  their  fields  of  labor. 
Brother  Hitchcock  has  also  reached  the 
territory.  The  field  is  wide  and  there 
ure  a  number  of  very  important  points 
unoccupied.  Among  others  Burlington 
3ind  Dubuque  are  destitute,  two  towns 
imong  the  largest  in  the  territory,  and 
circumstances  loudly  demand  that  they 
i)e  speedUy  supplied  with  self-denying, 
^fficifflit  ministers  of  the  Grospel. 

The  "  beast"  hath  trampled  over 
them  both,  and  soon  will  acquire  over 
them  an  extensive  influence.  I  confi- 
iently  hope  that  we  shall  share  duly  in 
the  reganls  of  your  board,  and  that  all 
ministers  who  are  sincerely  inquiring 
relatively  to  their  future  field  of  labors, 
^  Lord  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?^ 
will  prayerfully  consider  Iowa. 

DIFFICTJI^TIES  DIMINISHING. 

Since  I  came  here  I  have  travelled 
ikrough  great  darkness,  and  over  moun- 
tains of  difficulty ;  so  that  at  times,  the 
question  of  ultimate  success  has  been 
of  very  doubtful  issue  ;  and  often  have 
[  longed  to  occupy  the  most  humble 
post  of  intelligent,  happy  New-England. 
But  by  the  nK>vements  of  a  gracious 
and  allwise  Providence  clouds  of  dark- 
ness are  fast  dispersing,  mountains  of 
difficulty  are  dissolve^  and  a  day 
bright  with  promise  is  fast  breaking 
upon  us.  jNone  of  the  laborers  who 
in  future  enter  this  field  are  to  en- 
counter the  difficulties  of  those  who 
have  aaticipated  them.    Sanguine  are 

18*     ' 


my  expectations  that  from  this  time  for- 
ward,  while  an  immense  work  is  to  be 
done,  the  Gospel  will  have  free  course 
ever  and  be  glorified.  The  comforts  of 
life  are  multiplying  around  us,  and  men 
are  securing  their  homes,  and  are  much 
more  ready  to  hear  the  good  news  of 
life. 


From  Rev,  W.  W.  Woods,  Imoa  Ciif^ 

I  am  here  in  this  new  and  flourishingr 
city,,  as  yet  without  house  or  home.  I  am 
truly  in  a  strange  land.  No  church  go* 
ing  bells  ring  tx>  call  us  to  the  house  of 
God  on  the  holy  Sabbath  day,  nor  is 
there  yet  a  meeting-house  or  house  for 
preaching  in  this  place — ^though  the 
Protestant  Methodists  wiU  soon  have 
one  so  far  finished  that  they  may  use  it.  I 
never  before  felt  so  much  the  precious 
privilege  of  organized  society;  every 
thing  here  is  at  loose  ends,  unsettled 
and  uncertain ;  except  this  one  points 
the  multitude  seem  to  have  agreed  to 
forget  God.  The  Sabbath  is  spent  in 
every  possible  way»by  some  in  hunting, 
fishing,  carousing ;  while  others,  wholfy 
indifierent  to  such  pastimes  and  plea- 
sures, busily  lay  brick  all  the  Sabbath 
day.  There  are  others  of  a  different 
stamp  altogether,  who  are  orderly,  go- 
to-meeting  people.  There  are  some  of 
almost  all  the  diflferent  sects  of  reli- 
gionists in  the  world  here,  and  not  a 
great  many  of  any  one  kind. 

This  day  three  families  from  Indiana, 
members  of  my  fcomer  church  there, 
arrived  in  this  city.  I  was  truly  glad  to 
see  them ;  two  other  families  came  with 
us,  making  in  all  six  families  from  In- 
diana. We  expect  to  organize  a  church 
in  a  few  weeks,,  but  what  we  are  to  do 
for  a  place  of  worship  this  winter  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  know^  a  small  school-house 
is  our  only  chance  at  present.  The 
Universalists  and  Roman  Catholics  are 
building  their  respective  churches. 
Why  are  Christ's  friends  so  slow  1 

There  are  many  here  who  came  here 
in  good  standing  in  the  church  at  home> 
but  have  fallen  under  the  influence  of 
the  world,  and  have  forgotten  their  first 
love.  I  am  hunting  them  up,  and  trying: 
to  bring  to  their  remembrance  their 
oUigation  to  a  holy  life. 
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From  Rev.  T.  P.  Emerson,  Missionary 
on  the  Wixpsipinecon  River,  Iowa, 

Previous  to  receiving  your  commis- 
sion I  had  made  arrangements  with  a 
brother,  who  labored  at  Davenport  the 
last  year,  with  reference  to  a  large 
field  in  this  part  of  the  territory,  ex- 
tending from  the  Bufialo  forks  upon  the 
Wapsipinecon,  to  the  Mississippi  at  the 
points  of  Charleston,  Lyons  and  Ca- 
mahche  counties,  including  thcJ  region 
specified  in  your  commission.  In  sur- 
veying this  field,  we  found  not  only 
heart-rending  desolations,  but  also 
points  of  religious  interest,  equal  to  any 
we  have  yet  heard  of  in  the  territory. 
At  Charleston  we  found  materials  for  a 
church,  which  we  hope  to  o^nize  soon. 
We  found  the  same  also  at  Vanderburg, 
the  new  county  seat  of  Clinton  county. 
The  same  we  found  to  be  true  of  two 
or  three  other  points.  We  know  of  no- 
thing to  hinder  us  to  organize  three 
churches  before  the  close  of  our  year. 
Our  plan  of  operation  will  be,  to  hold 
meetings  at  these  several  points,  to 
visit  them  from  house  to  house,  and 
preach  evenings  through  the  region 
around,  then  to  invite  the  people  toge- 
ther at  the  two  days  meeting,  where 
we  labor  to  bring  the  subject  of  per- 
sonal responsibility  before  them.  By 
the  blessing  of  God,  we  hope  to 
awaken  saints  and  sinners  to  repent- 
ance and  new  life ;  for  we  are  fully  per- 
suaded that  it  is  but  of  little  use  to  take 
cold,  worldly,  hard-hearted  professors 
and  organize  them  into  a  church  here. 

We  have  recently  held  a  meeting  of 
this  kind  at  one  of  my  points  of  labor 
last  year.  We  had  a  large  congrega- 
tion ;  all  of  the  old  professors  in  the  re- 
gion, many  of  whom  had  departed  far 
nrom  God,  came  forward  with  contrition 
and  tears,  confessing  their  sins  and  pro- 
mising to  live  a  new  life,  and  to  set  a 
better  example  before  the  world ;  also 
some  dozen  of  the  impenitent  expressed 
solicitude  respecting  their  condition. 
We  are  hoping  for  better  times. 

Wickedness  stalks  abroad  in  this 
new  country,  and  because  iniquity 
abounds,  the  love  of  many  waxes  cold. 
Yet  the  Lord  is  causing  the  wrath  of  men 
to  praise  him.  Most  who  have  come 
here  to  get  rid  of  moral  restraint,  and 
have  been  left  to  try  the  virtue  of  their 


own  principles  and  see  the  profit  of 
their  own  wickedness,  have  become 
convinced  that  righteousness  exalteth  a 
nation,  but  that  sin  is  the  reproach  of 
any  people,  and  that  the  '<  wages  of  it 
is  death."  At  every  point  through 
which  we  pass  we  are  solicited  to  stop 
and  labor  with  them.  Infidel  and  Chris- 
tian, good,  bad  and  indifferent,  join  in 
the  cry,  ♦*  come  and  labor  with  us." 

TEBfFERANCE. 

The  temperance  cause  is  also  well 
appreciated  among  us.  I  formed  a  so- 
ciety  at  the  county  seat  of  Clinton  in 
July  last  This  is  a  new  county  seat ; 
there  were  thirty  present  at  one  meet- 
ing, and  1  formed  a  society  of  twenty- 
eight  ;  and  the  other  two  have,  more- 
over, committed  themselves.  I  shall 
form  another  this  week.  I  have  organ- 
ized one  Sabbath  school,  and  as  soon  as 
we  can  have  comfortable  houses,  I  shall 
organize  schools  at  all  oi  the  principal 
points.  I  have  the  people  pledged  to  put 
up  houses  of  worship  at  three  points  on 
one  circuit  immediately.  The  people 
manifest  a  commendable  interest  on  the 
subject  of  common  schools ;  we  lecture 
to  them  upon  this  subject 

SABBATH   SCHOOL  BOOKS  WANTED. 

There  was  a  box  of  second-hand 
Sabbath  school  books  sent  to  Galena 
the  last  year,  by  some  church  in  New- 
York.  I  have  promised  the  people  at 
several  points  that  I  would  soon  organ- 
ize a  school  and  solicit  books  from  New- 
York  for  them.  Would  not  some  Sab- 
bath school  in  that  or  some  other  city 
forward  an  old  library  to  us  1  We  most 
earnestly  solicit  this.  If  a  box  could  be 
directed  to  me  at  this  place,  I  will  pay 
the  A*eight  upon  it 


WISCONSIN. 


From  Rev.  J.  M.  Clark,  Madison,  Wis* 
cousin  Territory. 


A  NEW  MISSION. 


With  the  aid  pledged  by  your  Society 
we  hope  and  trust,  through  the  blessing 
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God*  to  pass  the  year  without  em- 
Lirassment    Without  this  assistance 

is  certain  this  people  could  not  enjoy 
e  Grospel.  We  were  sorry  to  draw  so 
iavily  upon  your  liberality,  but  this 
as  our  only  hope.  There  are  yet  very 
w  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  town ;  al- 
ost  every  article  of  food  is  brought 
Dm  a  distance  and  sold  at  a  high  price, 
ouse  rent  is  also  high ;  dry  goods,  gro- 
»ries,  anid  indeed  every  article  of  con- 
imption,  is  held  at  an  exorbitant  rate, 
hese  evils,  however,  are  only  tempo- 
try.  Should  settlements  be  made  for  a 
>w  years  to  come  as  rapidly  as  they 
3Lve  been  made  for  a  few  years  past, 
le  surplus  of  grain  will  soon  make  pro- 
isions  low,  and  more  competition  in 
*ade  will  reduce  the  price  of  goods. 

We  have  had  worship  regularly  upon 
le  Sabbath ;  usually  there  has  been  a 
ood  attendance,  on  some  occasions 
luch  feeling  and  deep  solemnity  has 
een  manifested.  At  our  late  commu- 
ion,  three  persons  were  added  to  our 
hurch  by  letter. 

Our  Sabbath  school  and  Bible  class 
re  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  almost  all 
he  children  in  the  place  attend  monthly 
onc^t,  and  our  weekly  prayer  meeting 
las  been  observed  with  much  fidelity 
m  the  part  of  the  church ;  and  I  trust 
hat  Grod  will  yet  hear  and  answer  our 
)rayers  for  a  revival  of  his  work  in  this 
)lace.  We  labor  at  present  under  one 
^ery  serious  inconvenience,  and  that  is 
lie  want  of  a  convenient  place  for  pub- 
ic worship.  We  have  assembled  in  a 
private  house,  barn  and  school-house, 
shifting  our  quarters  from  place  to  place 
18  circumstances  required  ;  but  we  ex- 
pect soon  to  be  furnished  with  a  very 
comfortable  room  in  the  capital,  which 
is  now  very  nearly  completed.  This  is 
generally  a  church-going  people,  and 
there  is  by  no  means  an  unusual  degree 
of  intemperance,  Sabbath-breaking  and 
profanity  among  us ;  still  some  vices 
exist  somewhat  peculiar  to  seats  of  le- 
gislation. We  have  a  **  splendid  billiard 
table,"  and  an  **  inviting"  tippling  es- 
tablishment for  "  gentlemen."  Political 
excitement  and  animosity  is  cherished 
to  an  unhappy  extent,  and  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  subjects  infinitely  of  more 
importance;  but  unfavorable  as  these 
and  some  other  circumstamces  are,  we 
do  not  labor  without  hope.    The  influ- 


ence of  the  Gospel  is  not  confined  to 
the  resident  inhabitants  of  this  place. 
The  officers  of  government  and  tempo- 
rary visitors  we  hope  will  share  in  the 
blessing. 

A  DAT  FULL  OF  CONSKQTTENCKS. 

If  we  look  at  the  church,  it  is  small ; 
at  the  congregation,  it  is  small ;  at  the 
town,  it  is  small  also — at  the  day,  it  is 
"  a  day  of  small  things."  If  we  shut  our 
eyes  and  think  of  the  future,  even  this 
is  a  day  of  vast  importance — a  day  full 
of  consequences  to  coming  ages.  It 
may  be  said  of  the  present  time,  as  it  has 
been  said  of  the  work  of  Lord  Bacon, 
^  It  is  full  of  the  seeds  of  things" — 
things  that  will  seal  the  weal  or  wo  of 
thousands  yet  unborn. 

Such  is  the  testimony  of  every  intelligent 
man  who  looks  upon  the  progress  of  the 
West.  It  is  growing  up  to  gigantic  man- 
hood, and  yet  its  infancy  is  greatly  neglected 
by  those  who  ought  to  educate  it,  and  fur- 
nish it  with  good  principles. 


From  Rev.  C.  C.  Cadtoell^  Rochester^ 
Wis.  Ter. 

HISTOBT  OF  THE  YEAR — REVIVALS. 

This  village  is  situated  23  miles  west 
of  Racine,  at  the  point  where  the  na- 
tional road  crosses  the  Fox  River.  I 
came  to  this  place  in  July,  1840,  and 
commenced  laboring  here  and  at  Honey 
Creek,  4  miles  west,  three  fourths  of 
the  time  preaching  at  the  latter  place 
in  the  morning,  and  at  this  in  the  after- 
noon and  evening.  I  found  this  field 
truly  a  barren  waste.  The  people  had 
enjoyed  but  occasional  preaching.  The 
Sabbath  was  hardly  known,  and  when 
known,  but  seldom  regarded.  Intempe- 
rance had  made  deep  inroads  upon  the 
prosperity  of  this  village,  so  that  it  had 
become  proverbial  for  its  impiety.  But 
still  there  was  some  salt  in  the  place, 
some  who  were  sighing  in  view  of  the 
desolation  of  Zion.  These  few  felt  that 
something  must  be  done,  and  by  a  vigo- 
rous eflbrt  they  secured  more  ample 
means  than  they  expected  for  the  sup*. 
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port  of  the  Gospel  Under  these  cir- 
cumstaDces  I  commenced  my  labors. 
But  the  first  six  months  was  attended 
with  great  discouragements,  so  that  my 
prospects  were  any  thing  but  flattering. 
Our  house  for  worship  was  in  such  a 
situation  Uiat  it  became  necessary  for 
us  to  suspend  our  meetings  for  a  time» 
in  the  fall.  Many  of  the  pec^le  were 
seldom  seen  at  the  house  of  God»  and 
not  disposed  to  converse  on  the  subject 
of  religion  at  their  homes.  Seldom  had 
I  more  than  one  male  professor  to  take 
part  in  our  meetings  for  prayer.  Yet 
there  were  a  few  females,  who  were 
active  and  sustained  their  weekly  prayer 
meetings  with  some  considerable  inte< 
rest  Aside  from  the  consolation  de- 
rived from  the  promises  of  God,  this 
was  the  jpeatest  ground  for  encourage- 
ment This  state  of  things  continued 
until  about  the  first  of  January  last,  at 
which  time  our  school-house  was  com- 
pleted. From  this  time  things  began  to 
wear  a  more  favorable  aspect  Our 
Sabbath  meetings  were  more  nume- 
rously attended  and  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  appeared  to  produce  a  more 
salutary  effect 

Some  time  in  February,  a  few  indi- 
viduals living  in  a  remote  part  of,  the 
parish  were  found  under  deep  concern 
of  mind.  About  this  time  a  protracted 
meeting  was  coomienced  at  Honey 
Creek  and  continued  ten  days,  '*  God 
working  with  signs  following,"  so  that 
the  place  bore  an  entirely  new  aspect 
But  few  families  for  miles  round  were 
found  but  offered  their  morning  and 
evening  oblation,  to  the  God  of  heaven. 
Such  was  the  state  of  feeling  by  this 
time,  that  it  was  thought  best  to  com- 
mence a  meeting  at  this  place.  Ac- 
cordingly, having  secured  the  labors  of 
brother  Curtis  of  Prairieville,  we  com^ 
menced  our  meeting,  and  continued  it 
ten  days.  This  meeting  was  more  sig- 
nally blessed  than  the  first  I  have  sel- 
dom seen  the  power  of  God  more  mani- 
festly displayed.  The  most  obstinate 
were  bowed  beneath  the  mighty  hand 
of  God.  **  The  earth  trembled,  the  hea- 
vens dropped,  Uie  clouds  also  dropped 
water,"  not  of  wrath  but  of  salvation. 
•«  What  hath  God  wrought  V  Truly 
c^n  we  say  that  ^of  him,  and  through 
him,  and  to  him  are  all  things;  to  whom 
be  all  the  glory  forever  V* 


When  I  came  here  there  was  no 
church  of  any  denomination  formed, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  the  revival,  none 
except  a  small  freewill  Baptist  church, 
and  Methodist  class  at  Hon^  Creek. 
These  were  organized  but  a  short  time 
previous  to  our  meetiiu^  there.  At  the 
close  of  our  meeting  i  formed  a  Con- 
grejgational  church.  At  our  communion, 
which  was  a  great  day  in  Zion,  Uie 
greater  portion  of  the  converts  united. 
We  felt  at  this  time  that  God  had 
spread  for  us  a  table  in  the  wilderness. 
This  was  the  first  time  for  years  that 
some  had  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  com- 
memorating the  sufierinffs  and  death  of 
our  Lord ;  and  a  still  larger  number 
had  never  done  it  before.  We  felt  also 
the  force  of  the  truth,  that  he  that 
watereth  shall  also  be  watered  himself. 
The  church  is  still  prosperous.  Our 
temperance  society,  which  was  formed 
more  than  a  year  since,  is  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition,  and  has  done  much  good. 

CaldweWs  Prairie, 

At  this  place  is  a  church  of  about  20 
members.  I  labor  with  them  one  fourth 
of  the  time.  The  male  portion  of  the 
church  is  small,  but  still  it  has  some 
moral  power.  The  present  appearance* 
are  truly  interesting.  They  have  sus- 
tained a  Sabbath  school  during  the 
summer.  The  temperance  society  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition.  Prayer  meet- 
ings have  been  sustained  d^ing  the 
most  of  the  season. 


From   Rev.   S.    Smalky,  WhUewateTi 
Wis,  Ter. 

COMBCENCEMENT  OF  ▲  MiSSHMI. 

When  I  arrived  in  this  place  I  was 
received  with  all  the  kindness  that  I 
could  wish,  meetings  for  [U'eaching  were 
appointed  and  acquaintances  formed, 
and  soon  were  resolutions  passed  desi- 
ring me  to  become  their  minister.  But 
whither  they  could  raise  any  thing  like 
a  support,  such  as  would  bi9  expected 
by  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  to  secure  their  pa- 
tronage to  the  extent  they  needed,,  was 
very  doubtfiiL  Some  expressed  an  opi- 
nion that  not  more  than  ooe  hiia4E«4 
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)llars  could  be  secured  for  the  support 
'  the  Gospel.  But  a  trial  proved  suc- 
3S8ful,  beyond  the  expectation  of  the 
est  sanguine,  in  raising  three  hundred 
hilars  upon  condition  that  I  should  de- 
Dte  my  whole  time  to  Whitewater  and 
icinity.  This  is  doing  well,  consider- 
ig  the  sparseness  of  the  settlement, 
nd  the  newness  of  this  western  coun- 
y,  where  the  people  are  but  just  mak- 
ig  their  first  efforts  to  live,  and  where 
lere  is  such  a  constant  and  heavy  draft 
pon  their  scanty  means. 

FHTSICAL   CHABACTER. 

This  is  a  very  promising  place.  The 
•hysical  character  of  the  country  is  rich 
nd  beautiful,  almost  beyond  the  power 
f  language  to  describe.  The  inhabit- 
nts  are  intelligent  and  enterprising  in 
L  degree  that  I  have  never  witnessed  in 
my  other  new  country.  Whitewater  is 
he  name  of  a  beautiful  prairie  upon 
vhich  many  of  our  people  are  located. 
t  is  the  name  of  our  new  and  promi- 
ling  village  also,  and  it  is  the  name  of 
I  fine  river  or  mill  stream  gliding  along 
;hrough  our  town,  adding  much  to  its 
convenience  and  beauty.  We  have  at 
this  point  a  good  flour-mill,  and  also 
I  saw-mill,  a  machine  shop,  &c.,  all 
Iriven  by  its  power.  This  will  no  doubt 
become  in  a  short  time  an  important 
place.  It  is  such  already,  for  this  terri- 
tory. It  is  therefore  the  more  neces- 
sary that  the  Gospel  should  be  preached 
here,  and  its  transforming  power  real- 
ized. And  to  this  there  appear  to  be  as 
few  impediments  as  in  almost  any  place, 
with  the  exception  of  an  almost  entire 
want  of  any  convenient  place  to  hold 
our  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  and  on 
other  occasions.  At  present  we  hold 
our  meetings  in  a  small  log  school 
house,  which  is  altogether  too  strait  for 
us.  Often  in  the  pleasant  weather  of  sum- 
mer, nearly  one  half  or  one  third  of  the 
congregation  are  seated  in  front  uj)on 
benches  made  of  slabs,  and  around  the 
house  in  the  most  convenient  positions, 
shading  themselves  with  their  umbrel- 
las and  listening  with  a  manifestation 
of  interest  truly  encouraging. 

I  have  endeavored  to  encourage  the 
instruction  of  the  youth,  by  an  early  di- 
rection of  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
that  subject,  and  it  has  not  been  un- 


availing, as  we  have  an  interesting 
Bible  class  of  which  I  have  the  charge, 
and  a  Sabbath  school  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  brethren.  Temperance 
meetings  have  also  been  held  with  a 
happy  result,  as  we  have  formed  a  so« 
ciety  upon  the  principle  of  total  absti- 
nence from  all  that  will  intoxicate, 
which  numbers  about  fifty  members. 
At  our  sacramental  season  on  the  first 
Sabbath  in  July,  we  received  an  addi- 
tion of  four  heads  of  families  by  certi- 
ficate, who  bid  fair  to  be  a  blessing  to 
the  church  and  to  the  world.  For  this 
addition  I  hope  we  shall  be  both  encou- 
raged and  grateful,  and  may  this  be 
soon  followed  by  additions  by  conver- 
sion to  the  Lord  until  this  little  one- 
shall  be  a  thousand,  and  this  small  one 
a  strong  nation. 

I  might  speak  of  trials  and  some  few 
privations  and  embarrassments  arising* 
from  our  destitution  of  comfortable  ac- 
commodations, being  under  the  neces- 
sity of  living  in  a  log-cabin,  and  carry- 
ing all  our  water  half  a  mile,  &c. ;  but 
I  will  forbear,  as  our  accommodations 
are  infinitely  better  than  we  deserve. 
My  greatest  anxiety  should  be  that 
while  enjoying  such  as  I  have,  I  may  be 
useful  in  the  spiritual  edification  of  the 
church  of  God  and  the  salvation  of 
perishing  souls. 


ILLINOIS. 

From  Rev.  L.  Foster,  Bethel  Bond  co^ 
Illinois, 

I  have  been  prevented  from  reporting 
sooner  by  attendance  on  the  meetings 
of  our  presbytery  and  synod,  and  de- 
tention at  the  place  of  the  last,  for  ten 
days  by  sickness.  This  sickness  is  the 
first  bilious  attack,  or  serious  illness  of 
any  kind  which  I  have  had  during  the 
nine  years  I  have  labored  in  this  state. 
My  labors  during  the  past  summer 
have  been  constant  I  have  generally 
preached  one  sermon  on  the  Sabbath  in 
Bethelt  where  I  reside,  and  a  second  in 
some  settlement  from  3  to  6  miles  of^ 
having  my  appointments  in  them 
monthly.  These  meetings  have  become 
interesting  and  gathered  quite  a  con- 
gregation.   I  hope  as  soon  as  my  health 
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k  established,  to  resume  them.  I  have 
preached  occasionally  during  the  week, 
as  circumstances  seemed  to  dictate. 
Our  church  prayer  meeting  weekly,  the 
monthly  concert  and  a  weekly  female 
prayer  meeting  have  been  sustained, 
and  sometimes  well  attended,  though  at 
other  times  with  less  interest 

Soon  after  my  report  in  the  spring, 
we  had  a  time  of  unusual  seriousness, 
and  I  appointed  meetings  of  religious 
inquiry  and  special  prayer.  But  the 
planting  season  pressing  on,  and  the 
people  living  much  scattered,  it  seemed 
to  subside  without  any  furtiier  result 
than  one  hopeful  conversion.  About 
the  first  of  October  last,  we  bad  a  pro. 
tracted  meeting.  I  had  taken  special 
pains  before  it  to  visit  my  church  mem- 
bers,  as  well  as  others,  in  company  with 
one  or  two  of  the  elders,  conversing  and 
•praying  in  each  family,  and  inquiring 
particularly  into  the  habits  of  church 
members  as  to  secret  prayer,  family 
prayer,  &c.  This  measure  seemed  to 
quicken  the  church  very  much,  and  my 
hopes  were  raised.  But  I  had  to  send 
a  great  distance  to  get  brethren  to  as- 
sist me  in  the  meeting ;  and  a  severe 
rain  occurring  just  at  the  beginning  of 
the  meeting,  none  came  to  help  me.  I 
preached  twice  a  day  myself,  and  got 
some  ^elp  from  one  or  two  Methodist 
brethren,  and  we  had  a  very  solemn 
meeting.  Several  became  anxious  and 
there  occurred  one  very  interesting  case 
of  hopeful  conversion ;  a  father  was 
quickened  to  take  up  duty  in  his  family; 
and  several  attended  inquiring  meet- 
ings, until  I  left  for  presbytery  and 
sjmod,  having  an  appointment  at  the 
former  meeting  which  required  my  pre- 
sence. 

The  church  here  seem  anxious  for  a 
continuance  of  my  labors  with  them, 
but  they  are  generally  poor,  and  can 
only  raise  about  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  scarcely  enough  of  that  is  in  cash 
to  pay  my  postage.  As  I  have,  how- 
ever, no  other  family  but  a  w^ife,  we 
have  concluded  to  try  to  get  alcng  this 
year  without  drawing  from  your  So- 
ciety, having  something  due  us  for 
teaching.  I  taught  last  winter  some  12 
or  15  classical  scholars,  and  Mrs.  F., 
as  many  young  ladies^  much,  as  we 
think,  for  their  good  and  preparation  for 
usefulness.    Mrs.  F.  has  also  taught 


the  past  summer.  Our  Sabbath  school 
has  been  tolerablv  well  attended,  beings 
conducted  by  a  devoted  young  man,  a 
teacher  in  the  vicinity.  Our  Bible  class 
is  connected  with  it  The  temperance 
cause  has  been  somewhat  revived  of 
late. 

Surely  the  following  testimony  of  this 
missionary  must  sink  into  the  hearts  of  un- 
employed ministers  with  something  like  a 
conviction  that  they  ought  to  be  in  the  field 
and  at  work.  How  can  they  harden  their 
hearts  against  such  appeals  7 

During  the  two  years  I  have  labored 
here,  I  have  been  almost  alone — no 
Presbyterian  or  Congregational  minis- 
ters being  in  the  region,  except  one  or 
two.  There  is  now  some  prospect  of  a 
minister  at  Greenville,  and  also  at  Hills- 
borough, an  adjoining  county  seat  But 
Bellville,  EdwardsviTle,  Shelbyville  and 
Carlysle,  four  county  seats  with  from 
500  to  1,200  inhabitants  each,  are  des- 
titute, beside  settlements  throughout  the 
region.  Brethren  seem  to  think  they 
cannot  be  supported  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  I  know  the  prospect  is  bad 
enough,  but  I  would  willingly  take  the 
poorest  church  in  the  region  and  in 
some  way  teach,  make  tents,  plant  com, 
live  in  a  log- house,  do  without  sugar, 
tea  and  coffee,  and  risk  my  support,  if  I 
could  but  see  the  others  supplied  with 
ministers.  May  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
send  us  laborers  here. 


From  Rev,  T.  LvppincotU  Marine  Set* 
tlemerUf  III, 

REVIVAL  m  COLLINSVILLE. 

The  history  of  a  little  church  like 
that  to  which  I  minister,  exhibits  little 
variety,  unless  on  such  occasions  as 
those  on  which  the  Spirit  is  poured  out, 
or  some  special  movement  takes  place. 
Neither  of  these  has  occurred  during 
the  quarter.  My  Sabbath  duties  have 
been  performed  without  a  failure,  ex- 
cept on  one  Sabbath,  which  at  the  ear- 
nest solicitation  of  the  pastor  and  church 
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CoUinsville,  I  spent  with  them  in  a 
otracted  meeting. 

As  that  interesting  church  has  heen 
ider  the  patronage  of  your  Society  for 
30ii8iderable  portion  of  Its  history,  you 
ill  feel  a  natural  desire  to  hear  of  its 
elfare ;  the  more,  especially,  as  your 
issionary  has  been  so  much  connected 
)t  only  with  the  special  effort  of  which 
now  speak,  but  in  the  arrangements 
1  which  the  weekly  administration  of 
le  ordinances  by  a  pastor  is  enjoyed 

Rev.  C.  E.  Blood,  the  pastor,  com- 
lenced  his  labort*  something  more  than 
year  ago,  and  by  his  faithfulness,  dili- 
ence,  and  amiable  deportment,  has  won 
le  heart  of  the  entire  church  not  only. 
Lit  the  congregation  and  neighborhood. 
L  course  of  preaching  and  ot^er  labors, 
repared  the  way  for  a  protracted  meet- 
ig  in  August,  and  after  brother  Bald- 
win had  spent  a  few  days  with  the 
hurch,  he  left,  and  I  was  called  in  to 
Totract  the  efibrts.  The  Lord  was 
here.  Every  meeting,  every  sermon, 
i^as  attended  with  evidence  of  the 
ireathings  of  the  Spirit  Brother  Blake, 
•f  Woodbum,  formerly,  you  know,  of 
CoUinsville,  as  well  as  myself,  was  pre- 
lent.  His  preaching,  always  excellent, 
vas  remarkable  for  point  and  power. 
During  the  time.  Professor  Post  of  Illi- 
lois  College,  who  has  lately  taken  li- 
cense to  preach,  came  and  preached 
«rith  great  acceptance  and  usefulnefes. 
On  the  Sabbath  the  house  "was  too 
strait,"  and  we  met  in  the  beautiful 
^ove  in  which  it  stands.  In  the  midst 
of  a  large  and  solemn  congregation,  the 
word  was  preached,  the  Lord's  supper 
was  administered,  and  some  eight  or 
ten  stood  up  and  avouched  the  Lord  as 
their  God.  It  was  a  beautiful  scene. 
Angels  were  there.  The  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect  were  there,  as  I  have 
no  doubt,  and  among  them  some  of 
those  who  had  once  mingled  in  the 
earthly  company  on  the  same  spot,  in 
the  same  delightful  exercise.  And 
more  than  all — the  Spirit  of  the  High- 
est was  there,  and  many,  besides  the 
company  of  His  disciples  that  broke 
bread  together,  felt  His  awful  presence. 
I  remained  a  few  days  longer,  and  at 
their  urgent  request  returned  again  to 
spend  the  succeeding  Sabbath.  I  know 
not  how  many  have  been  bom  again, 


but  have  heard  of  some  twelve  or  fifteen. 
There  was  general  interest,  and  I  feel 
that  the  influence  of  the  meeting  is  to 
strengthen  the  pastor's  hands,  and  in- 
crease the  attention  which  generally 
prevails  in  CoUinsville,  to  the  subject 
of  religion. 

If  any  apology  is  deemed  necessary 
for  the  length  of  my  account  of  a  meet- 
ing held  in  a  church  not  under  your 
patronage,  I  hope  you  will  find  it  in  the 
fact  already  mentioned,  of  its  past  con- 
nexion with  you,  and  the  further  fact, 
that  two  of  your  present  missionaries 
were  employed  in  conducting  it.  More-^ 
over,  I  trust  that  church  has  begun,  or 
will  soon  begin,  to  repay  the  funds 
which  you  have  expended  in  order  to 
keep  them  l&om  famishing  for  the  bread 
of  life. 


At  Marine  Settlement^ 


The  Sahbath  school  has  been  kept 
up,  though  less  vigorously  than  I  had 
hoped — and  the  Bible  class  fluctuated. 
The  former  must  now  soon  be  closedt 
as  a  winter  school  will  not  be  practica- 
ble. In  general  morals,  it  is  frequently 
remarked,  an  evident  improvement  has 
taken  place  within  the  year.  The  tem- 
perance effort  has  done  much  good.  It 
rallies  round  it  a  good  proportion  of  the 
leading  citizens,  and  most  of  the  young 
men.  I  am  much  pleased  to  see  the 
consistent  and  judicious  zeal  manifested 
by  many  of  these  young  soldiers  of  tem- 
perance. Another  vicious  habit,  concomi- 
tant with  intemperance,  which  has  some- 
what  prevailed,  being  made  reputable  by 
its  supporters,  has  received  a  salutary 
check.  I  speak  of  horse-racing.  So 
decided  is  public  sentiment  now  against 
racing,  that  after  a  number  of  races  in 
front  of  my  dwelling,  one  of  them  on 
the  Sabbath  day,  it  was  easy,  a  few 
days  ago,  to  prohibit  it  altogether,  and 
send  the  votaries  away  to  a  prairie  on 
which  no  Gospel  is  preached,  to  gratify 
their  thirst  for  the  cruel  and  useless 
sport.  It  may  be  proper  to  say,  that  my 
own  agency  in  the  matter  consistea 
wholly  in  preaching  and  teaching  the 
plain  truth — in  which  racing  has  rarely 
been  mentioned.  It  is  Vie  general 
moral  influence  of  the  Gospel. 
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From  lUv.  R,  JBlakCj  Woodbum,  111 

FLUCTUATIONS. 

Two  have  united  with  the  church  hy 
letter,  since  my  last  The  High  and 
Lofty  One  condescends  to  visit  us  in  our 
assemblies ;  two  Sabbath  schools  have 
been  in  successful  operation  during  the 
past  summer,  and  I  think  there  is  among 
us  an  increasiufi^  desire  for  more  special 
**  seasons  of  re&eshment  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord."  Painful  changes, 
however,  are  frequently  taking  place 
among  us,  as  they  are  in  other  parts  of 
the  state.  Emigrants  commence  ope- 
rations in  the  West  by  way  of  experi- 
ment If  their  wishes  happen  to  be 
realized,  they  think  about  settlement ; 
if  not,  they  emigrate  again  in  search  of 
a  better  country.  This  fluctuating 
state  of  things  will  continue  for  many 
years  to  come.  Some  will  labor  as  pio- 
neers,  and  abandon  their  improvements 
to  others,  who,  availing  themselves  of 
such  beginnings,  will  become  perma- 
nent  setUers,  while  they  remove  as  pio- 
neers to  other  situations,  for  which  their 
means  and  dispositions  are  more  espe- 
cially adapted.  Providence  has  no 
doubt  some  great  end  to  answer  by  this, 
but  it  often  proves  embarrassing  to 
churches,  as  it  leaves  a  deficiency  in 
subscription  for  special  objects,  and  is 
peculiarly  trying  to  ministers. 

PBIVATIONS  OF  WESTEKN  MINISTERS. 

I  see  by  the  Home  Missionary,  that 
some  distinguished  western  clergyman 
has  expressed  doubts  among  the  church- 
es in  the  East,  as  to  the  correctness  of 
your  statements  of  the  privations  of 
missionaries  in  the  great  valley.  That 
must  be  some  good  brother,  snugly  set- 
tled in  one  of  our  cities,  over  a  congre- 
gation who  pay  him  his  salary  in  full 
every  quarter^  (I  remember  such  com- 
fortable things,  sir,  in  years  long  gone 
by,)  but  who  knows  but  little  of  the 
condition  of  his  tried  brethren  in  the 
wilderness.  I  believe,  sir,  that  you  are 
right  in  saying  "  it  must  be  true," 
and  perhaps  much  more  of  the  kind 
would  be  true,  were  the  whole  tale  of 
missionary  experience  told  to  the  pub- 
lic Alas !  for  many  a  dear  missionary 
brother,  if  aid  from  the  H.  M.  S.  were 


withheld.  In  some  situations  it  is  oZ- 
mosU  and  in  others,  I  doubt  not,  the  only 
resource  on  which  a  missionary  can  re- 
ly to  meet  his  obligations,  and  keep 
up  his  credit  as  to  any  specified  periods. 
Without  those  supplies,  many  of 
your  missionaries  must  abandon  their 
situations,  and  the  churches  that  they 
have  gathered,  owing  to  their  poverty, 
will  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  a 
preached  gospeL 


From  Rev.  A.  Doru^on,  Dover,  El 

Referring  to  the  account  of  an  awakening 
published  in  the  Home  Missionary  for  July 
last,  Mr.  D.  remarks  t 

We  have  not  during  this  period  wit- 
nessed those  cheering  evidences  of  the 
converting  influences  of  the  Spirit  which 
attended  the  former  part  of  the  year ; 
yet  we  have  not  been  obstructed  in  our  ' 
cause  by  any  special  difficulties  :  but 
on  the  whole  have  been  growing  in 
strength  and  stability.  The  converts 
gathered  have  remained  steadfast  with, 
out  exception.  They  have  shown  a  be- 
coming interest  in  the  Bible  class,  and 
are  efficient  helpers  in  the  prayer 
meetings. 

The  several  interests  of  the  Sabbath 
school,  Bible  class,  and  temperance 
cause  are  well  sustained ;  and  a  grow- 
ing interest  is  manifested  in  Foreign 
and  Home  Missions. 

EMBARRASSMENTS  OF  THE  WEST. 

The  members  of  the  church  have  no 
doubt  exerted  themselves,  to  have  some 
monthly  savings  on  hand  for  missions ; 
and  you  can  hardly  conceive  of  the  dif- 
ficulty with  which  a  little  is  done  in  this 
way.  When  we  took  up  the  subject  of 
Home  Missions,  the  amount  obtained  in 
money  was  so  small,  that  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  collect  something  in  wheat 
and  forward  to  St  Louis ;  a  share  of 
which  will  soon  be  forwarded  to  your 
Society.  I  have  devoted  two  sermons 
to  the  cause  of  the  A.  H.  M.  Society, 
and  I  think  we  shall  bacome  trained  in 
these  matters  of  benevolence.  I  wish 
this  people  could  say  to  you  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  live  by  our  own  resour- 
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IB,  without  &id  from  you ;  but  I  see 
it  little  prospect  of  this  under  the 
esent  embarrassments  of  the  times. 
11  the  prices  that  have  yet  been  named 
r  pork  this  season  are  $2  per  cwt  fat 
lavy,  and  91  50  for  lighter  hogs, 
jch  circumstances  destroy  public 
irit,  and  greatly  curtail  christian  11- 
rality. 

Some  persons  on  reading  these  accounts 
western  embarrassments,  continiiiDg  year 
er  year  without  the  pro8pe<^  of  speedy 
provement,  may  feel  disoouraged,  and  be 
iposed  to  felax  their  efforts  in  behalf  of 
3  destitute.  But  this  would  be  neither 
96  nor  right.  It  is  true,  the  period  of  tern- 
ral  prosperity  seems  to  be  deferred,  and  the 
rden  of  sustaining  the  Grospel  is  thrown 
no  small  degree  upon  the  charity  of  the 
item  churches.  But  it  should  be  borne  in 
nd,  that  the  Bast  has  too  large  aninvest- 
nt  in  those  western  churches,  to  admit  of 
ar  being  forsaken  now.  There  are  her 
18  and  daughters}  thither  has  she  sent  in- 
merable  influences  to  found  the  institu- 
ns  of  knowledge  and  piety.  The  work 
3  been  begun  at  hundreds  of  points,  and 
in  such  a  state  of  advancement  that  it 
uld  be  bad  economy  to  withdraw  assist- 
;e  now.  Again,  we  must  not  forget  for  a 
ment  that  ail  that  is  done  for  the  West  is 
le  for  ourselves-^in  self-defence,  to  pre- 
ve  the  common  liberty  of  the  whole  na- 
1  from  the  overthrow  which  false  religion 
[  infidelity  would  bring  upon  it.  No ;  the 
barrassments  of  the  new  states  may  be 
arded  as  trials  of  the  faith  and  patience  of 
se  who  labor  and  pray  for  their  conver- 
1,  but  afford  no  reason  for  abandoning 
work. 

tut  after  all  that  is  said,  and  said  truly, 
ut  the  difficulties  attending  the  evange- 
lion  of  the  West,  what  portion  of  our 
ntry  has  been  more  fruitful  of  results  7 
lere  have  the  means  of  grace  produced 
re  effect  7  On  what  efforts  of  the  church 
iny  part  of  the  world  has  God  bestowed 
re  signal  blessings  than  on  those  which 
e  been  made  to  plant  the  Gospel  and  the 
itutions  of  learning  in  the  Mississippi 
ley  7  Let  us  not  therefore  be  impatient, 
ause  "  the  poor  we  have  always  with  us." 
oy  of  these  embarrassed  churches  are 
^OL.  XJV,  19 


themselves  but  the  proofs  of  missionary  suc- 
cess. Their  members  are  the  fruits  of  evan- 
gelical labor,  which  missionaries  have  per- 
formed. All  the  good  they  have  done,  and 
all  that  they  may  yet  accomplish,  may  be 
regarded  as  the  result  of  ministers  sent  out 
and  funds  expended  in  years  gone  by.  And 
if  they  should  become  extinct  as  churches, 
still  as  individuals  they  have  been  enlight- 
ened and  saved,  and  that  is  enough  to  repay 
a  thousand  fold,  all  that  has  ever  been  donb 
for  them.  But  those  churches  will  not  be- 
come extinct.  We  believe  the  Christians 
who  have  made  up  their  minds  to  sustain 
this  blessed  work  of  Home  Missions,  are 
the  flower  of  the  church,  the  substantial 
working,  praying,  giving  portion ;  and  they 
will  not  abandon  this  enterprise  until  they 
see  reason  to  believe  that  it  ia  abandoned  of 
God,  and  they  are  convinced  he  has  given 
up  this  fair  land  to  hopeless  ruin. 


From  Rev.  C  Cock,  Aurora^  lU* 

Our  meeting-house  is  almost  finished ; 
two  or  three  weeks  more  and  it  will  be 
completed,  and  we  shall  have  a  conve- 
nient place  for  worship.  Our  congre- 
gation through  the  summer  has  l^en 
respectable.  Our  Bible  class  interest- 
ing, our  Sabbath  school  very  well  at- 
tendedt  and  our  other  meetings  regu- 
larly attended,  though  not  with  so  much 
interest  as  could  be  wished. 

PUBLIC  LANDS,  A  SOURCE  OF  AGITATION. 

There  has  been,  however,  a  powerful 
cause  operating  to  draw  the  minds  of 
the  people  away  from  divine  things. 
In  the  spring  it  was  advertised  that  the 
lands  in  our  vicinity  would  come  into 
market  in  August  last  This  awakened 
the  minds  of  the  people  to  their  tempo- 
ral interest,  to  a  very  high-degree,  and 
it  seemed  that  this  was  the  great  ab- 
sorbing subject  among  all  classes  of 
men.  Before  August  arrived,  however, 
the  sale  was  indefinitely  postponed^ 
This  quieted  the  minds  of  the  people, 
in  some  degree,  for  a  little  season,  till 
the  late  pre-emption  act  made  its  ap- 
pearance ;  and  now,  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  we  can  hear  scarcely  any  thing 
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else  but  land,  preemption,  and  the  like. 
I  have  thought  that  tiie  trumpet  of  the 
archangel,  proclaiming  that  the  judg- 
ment was  at  hand,  would  not  awaken  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, than  is  now  felt  in  view  of  their 
temporal  interest  The  whole  commu- 
nity are  in  a  bustle  to  secure  their 
lands,  and  to  keep  others  from  intruding 
upon  their  rights.  Were  these  thin^ 
to  continue,  there  would  be  but  a  little 
hope  of  their  spiritual  interest ;  but  the 
bustle  must  soon  be  over,  and  the  peo- 
ple must  then  be  brought  to  sober  re- 
flection, and  this  very  excitement  may 
be  used  as  a  motive  to  awaken  them  to 
a  sense  of  their  need  of  an  interest  in 
Christ 


OBOXTNDS  OF  HOPE., 

With  the  exception  which  I  have 
named,  there  has  nothing  arisen  among 
us  to  disturb,  or  prevent  our  pros- 
pects of  success.  Our  congregation! 
are  well  united,  and  they  are  disposed 
to  do  what  they  can  to  support  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ  among  them ;  and  the  pe- 
riod is  not  far  off  when  they  will  be  re- 
li#^ed  from  their  present  embarrassed 
circumstances,  occasioned  by  the  unset- 
tled state  of  tbeu*  farms.  These  must 
be  secured  before  long,  and  every  one 
will  then  know  what  is  his  own,  and  I 
hope  be  satisfied  with  the  portion  as- 
signed him  by  providence.  In  this  new 
country,  where  the  people  have  come, 
for  the  most  part,  to  better  their  condi- 
tion, and  where  almost  every  thing  is 
in  a  deranged,  unsettled  state,  we  must 
expect  to  find  some  things  unpleasant, 
and  even  discouraging;  but  after  all 
we  are  called  to  experience,  our  pros- 
pects are  continually  growing  better 
and  better,  for  building  up  a  society ; 
our  house  of  worship  is  operating  favor- 
ably. It  adds  to  the  respectability  of 
the  place,  and  the  people  seem  to  feel 
that  they  must  have  a  share  in  the  house, 
and  of  course  that  they  cannot  entirely 
neglect  divine  worship  on  the  Sabbath. 
We  are  therefore  rather  increasing  in 
strength,  and  though  we  have  no  revi- 
val, yet  we  cannot  but  believe  that  God 
is  preparing  the  way  for  a  work  of 
grace,  for  the  salvation  of  immortal 
souls. 


LOOKINO  ON  THE  BEIGHT  SIDE. 

The  writer  of  the  following  has  his  trials^ 
but  he  is  evidently  accustomed  to  regard  the 
promising  as  well  as  the  gloomy  aspect  of 
afiairs.  Hence,  his  heart  is  encouraged  and 
his  arm  nerved  to  efibrt,  where  others  would 
complain,  or  give  up  the  conflict 

My  wife  having  been  sick  with  the 
fever  of  the  country  for  a  month  past, 
and  **  help  "  being  scarce,  has  prevented 
my  reporting  at  or  nearer  to  the  dme 
when  I  should.  The  salaries  of  west- 
em  ministers  are  generaUy  based  on  the 
supposition  of  continued  health  and 
prosperity,  which  makes  it  difficult  or 
impossible  to  hire  aid  in  times  of  adver- 
sity, if  indeed  "hired  help"  were  easy 
to  obtain  here  at  any  rate.  By  the  fa- 
vor of  a  good  providence,  I  have  been 
enabled  to  perform  nearly  all  my  usual 
ministerial  duties,  and  yet  supply  any 
"lack  of  service"  at  home  of  an  only 
daughter  of  twelve  years. 

With  gratitude  be  it  recorded,  that 
the  health  of  this  part  of  the  state,  and 
of  the  adjacent  psurt  of  Wisconsin,  has 
been  good  for  the  season,  and  the  crops 
abundant,  of  which  wheat  has  com- 
manded a  fi;GK)d  price  till  lately,  with  a 
prospect  of  its  doing  so  again  on  the 
opening  of  the  navigation  next  June, 
which  very  much  encourages  the  people 
to  bear  up  under  their  past  reverses  of 
fortune. 

I  have  also  had  the  high  satisfaction 
of  witnessing  the  good  ef^ts  of  the 
ministry  during  the  quarter.  Tliese 
are  visible,  not  only  in  a  far  greater  at- 
tendance at  one  of  my  four  places  of 
worship,  the  conversion  of  two  individu- 
als, the  softening  of  the  hearts  of  others, 
the  baptism  of  an  unusual  number  of 
children,  the  prosperity  of  a  Sabbath 
school,  and  the  addition  of  members  to 
one  of  the  two  churches,  but  in  other 
ways  which  cannot  be  so  easily  de- 
scribed. 

While  my  Baptist  and  Methodist 
brethren  are  doing  good  in  their  several 
connexions,  where  your  missionaries 
would  not  be  so  acceptable  or  useful,  it 
was  well  that  you  furnished  a  minister 
for  another  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  populous  county,  who 
had  greatly  needed  and   desired   one 
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ith  their  views  of  gospel  faith   and 

der. 

As  no  other  Congregational  or  Pres- 

'terian  minister  had  ever  before  been 

cated  in  this  county,  there  was  more 

"set  in  order"  than  I  could  do.  I 
Lve  made  arrangements  for  gathering 
le  or  two  more  churches,  while  there 

yet  another  settlement  in  which  I 
>pe  to  find  time  to  gather  the  remnants 

Israel. 

On  the  whole,  while  some  portions 

my  vineyard  are  too  much  "  like  the 
3ath  in  the  desert,"  which  does  not 
see  when  good  cometh,"  and  while 
lere  are  many  discouragements,  the 
-omise  of  God  is  sure,  by  which  His 
ord  is  accomplishing  here,  as  else- 
here,  "  that  which  He  pleases,"  "  and 
rospers  in  the  thing  whereto  He  sends 
."  •  We  may  thank  God  and  take 
>urage.  The  foundations  of  many 
enerations  must  be  laid  in  these  ends 
f  the  earth,  reserved  from  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  world,  for  the  inheritance  of 
le  saints  in  these  latter  days ;  and  by 
rod's  blessing  on  appropriate  and  cheer- 
il  efibrts,  this  glorious  work  will  be 
ccomplished,  and  our  own  eyes  may 
at  behold  the  beauteous  superstruc- 
ire  asceading  high,  and  near  to  com- 
letion. 

According  as  I  have  strength,  I  have 
ccess  to,  and  visit,  not  only  my  own 
eople,  but  Universalists,  Catholics,  In- 
dels,  Campbellites,  and  persons  of  no 
articularly  avowed  religious  senti- 
lents.  But  my  field  is  so  large  that  I 
ope  in  a  year  or  two,  at  most,  another 
lissionary  may  cultivate  it  with  me. 


MICHIGAN. 

From  Rev,  D,  R.  Dixon^  UnadUla. 

m 

"MEBCIES  IN  DISGUISE." 

It  is  now  more  than  five  weeks  since 
ay  third  quarterly  report  was  due. 
Sickness  and  death  in  my  family  have 
aused  this  delav.  About  a  week  be- 
ore  the  close  of  the  quarter,  I  was  taken 
vith  the  fever  of  the  country.  Within 
I  few  days,  and  while  I  was  vet  quite 
eeble,  my  daughter  was  seized  with  de- 
irium  and  violent  fever,  which,  after  a 


progress  of  four  weeks,  terminated  in 
death.  It  would  be  interesting  to  a  fa- 
ther's heart,  to  ^ive  you  some  account 
of  her  life  and  death.  But  this  is  not 
the  place  to  give  indulgence  to  parental 
grief.  Suffice  it  to  say,  she  was  dear 
to  our  hearts — ^the  only  daughter,  our 
youngest  child — a  father's  favorite, 
about  20  years  of  age.  But  she  is 
gone ;  and  blessed  be  God,  that  after 
seasons  of  severe  conflict,  I  have  been 
enabled  to  submit,  to  resign  her  to  His 
disposal,  and  derive  consolation  from 
His  word.  I  can  say,  in  the  language 
of  the  sweet  hymn  sung  at  her  inter- 
ment, 

<*  'Tis  God  that  hath  bereft  u& 
And  He  can  all  our  sorrows  oeaL" 

We  have  good  hope  that  she  was  pre- 
pared for  a  better  world ;  not  so  much 
because  she  had  been,  for  a  number  of 
years,  an  unimpeachable  member  of 
the  church  of  Christ,  as  that  she  was 
an  active  member,  and  felt  an  interest 
in  promoting  the  great  objects  of  chris- 
tian henevolence,  which  adorn  our  age. 
In  re-organizing^  and  and  sustaining  the 
Sabbath  school  the  present  season,  she 
spared  no  pains.  Her  mind  also  had 
been  deeply  exercised,  for  a  number  of 
weeks  previous  to  her  illness,  respect- 
ing her  acceptance  with  God.  Her  hope 
of  salvation  she  was  not  willing  to  rest 
on  slender  evidence.  She  labored  to 
make  her  calling  and  election  sure; 
and  a  ni^t  or  two  before  she  was  taken 
sick,  she  seemed  to  enjo^  sweet  peace 
in  beJieving.  Also,  during  the  latter 
part  of  her  sickness,  after  her  distressinff 
paroxysms  had  subsided,  and  her  mind 
became  calm  and  peaceful,  she  ofteiu 
times  expressed  sweet  hope  in  Christ 
We  believe  she  has  ^one  to  a  better 
world,  and  we  do  not  wish  her  return. 

SABBATH  SCHOOL  BOOKS  BBCBTVEn. 

One  of  the  last  things  done  by  our 
dear  child,  was  to  go  and  bring  from 
Ann  Arbor  the  box  of  Sabbath  school 
book»  and  tracts,  sent  from  Boston. 
This  box  was  long  delayed,  having  been 
three  months  on  its  passage.  But  when 
it  arrived,  we  found  it  contained  a  valu- 
able deposite — as  much  as  $35  or  940 
worth  of  new  books  and  tracts,  from  the 
Tract  Depository  at  Boston,  and  from 
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Sabbath  schools  in  Andover  and  Charles- 
town,  besides  a  number  of  packages  of 
ffood  second-hand  books,  question  books, 
&c.,  from  different  congregations  in  the 
vicinity,  all  of  which,  so  far  as  they  have 
been  distributed,  we  have  found  quite 
acceptable.  Six  schools  have  already 
been  supplied,  two  of  them  new  schools, 
in  districts  where  no  Sabbath  school 
had  before  been  taught ;  and  we  have 
books  for  two  or  three  more.  Letters 
of  acknowledgment,  I  trust,  will  soon 
be  forwarded  by  those  who  have  re- 
ceived the  books. 


THANKFULNESS  FOR  BOOKS. 

Oar  readers  will  remember  the  appeal  of  a 
Missionary's  wife  for  a  library  ibr  her  hus- 
band. In  answer  to  that  appea],<ionations 
in  cash  and  books  were  received,  which  to- 
gether enabled  us  to  forward  a  small  but 
valuable  library,  which  is  thus  acknow- 
loiged  by  the  brother  for  whom  they  were 
intended. 

I  have  this  evening  opened  my  box 
of  books,  and  can  hardly  credit  the  sight 
s^  my  eyes*  I  will  barely  say  that  my 
hopes  are  nunre  than  realized.  No  one 
surely  can  deny  that  it  is  on  the  whole, 
a  jnoet  precious  collection.  While  I  am 
gftteful  to  you,  dear  brethren,  and  to 
all  those  dear  brethren  and  sisters  who 
have  so  promptly  aided,  I  may  not  turn 
-away  my  eye  from  that  kind  Providence 
that  has  been  concerned  in  bringing  it 
all  about  To  how  many  needy  mis- 
sionary families  you  are  sending  joy, 
that  can  be  better  felt  than  told  \  I 
refer  to  the  shower  of  good  things  that 
is  coming  in  upon  us  from  the  eastern 
churches.  My  wife  and  mvself  have 
been  permitted  to  put  our  hands  into 
the  "  missionary  boxes."  How  grateful 
to  the  spirit  of  the  missionary  are  such 
assurances,  that  in  his  trials,  toijs  and 
privations,  he  shares  in  the  sympathies 
of  his  breUiren.  There  is  a  cold  charity 
which  says,  "be  ye  warmed  and  be  ye 
filled,"  while  it  gives  not  the  things 
that  are  needful.  This  charity  may 
have  a  tongue,  and  it  may  raise  its  cry 
long  and  loud.  Again,  there  is  a  charity 
that  has  not  only  a  tongue,  but  a  heart 


also,  which  throbs  with  warm  emotion. 
This  is  the  charity  that  blesses  others ; 
and  this,  we  believe,  lives  in  the  breasts 
of  some  at  the  East  It  has  clothed 
the  naked,  it  has  fed  the  hungry.  Your 
missionaries  have  sustained  lK)th  naked- 
ness  and  hunger.  By  what  our  brethren 
have  done,  they  have  aflS)rded  us  at 
least  a  temporary  relief;  and  for  it  our 
hearts  are  truly  grateful.  May  God 
give  them  a  hundred  fold  blessing. 


From  Rev.  O.  C.  Thompsont  Port  Hu- 
roUf  Mich 

I  have  now  finished  another  quarter 
of  missionary  labor,  which  completes 
the  year  for  which  I  have  been  com- 
missioned to  preach  the  Grospel  in  these 
parts;  There  is  a  slow  but  steady  gain 
to  the  good  cause  in  the  whole  length 
of  this  river,  which  is  my  field  of  labor. 
The  attendance  upon  public  worship  is 
much  better  than  it  was  a  year  ago  at 
this  time.  This  is  our  sickly  season. 
Many  are  now  sick,  and  some  are  dying, 
though  deaths  are  not  so  frequent  as 
they  were  last  year.  I  have  been  in 
the  midst  of  sickness  and  death  for  the 
last  six  weeks,  but  my  health  has  been 
mercifully  preserved.  I  am  still  devo- 
ting half  of  my  time  to  the  communities 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  county ;  if  I  did 
not  do  this  I  could  not  be  sustained 
even  with  missionary  aid.  The  size  of 
my  field  greatly  increases  the  amount 
of  my  labor.  I  have  in  no  instance 
failed  in  filling  every  appointment  for 
this  season.  When  I  visit  either  of  the 
churches,  I  spend  a  whole  Sabbath  with 
them,  and  most  of  the  week,  and  by  the 
blessing  of  heaven  this  has  been  so 
regular,  that  it  is  in  each  place  well 
understood,  and  I  have  a  full  congrepi- 
tion.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  saying  that 
the  branch  of  the  St  Clair  church  at 
Newport,  have  recently  felt  that  they 
can  and  ought  to  sustain  a  church  en- 
tirely among  themselves,  and  I  have 
organized  a  church  there  of  fourteen 
members.  A  good  state  of  feeling  pre- 
vailed at  the  time.  As  for  proof  of  it,  I 
will  state  that  on  Saturday  evening, 
after  a  preparatory  lecture,  I  appointed 
a  prayer  meeting*  it  continued  till  9  r.  M. 
I  then  dismissed  it,  but  said  if  any 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


842. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


221 


(dished  to  converse  on  the  subject  of 
eligion,  or  to  request  the  special  pray- 
Ts  of  Christians  in  their  behalf,  they 
rare  invited  to  tarry.  AhnOst  the  whole 
on^^egation  stayed;  we  continued  until 
lalf  past  ten.  I  then  dismissed  again, 
hinking  it  unsuitable  to  remain  longer, 
left,  but  many  stayed  and  prayed  and 
alked  until  12  o'clock,  and  assembled 
igain  at  7  Sabbath  morning.  A  few  hope 
hey  submitted  to  the  Lord  there. 

An  application  has  been  sent  to  you 
or  further  aid.  I  sincerely  hope  it  will 
te  granted,  for  it  is  greatly  needed,  and 
vithout  it,  I  fear  the  field  must  be  vaca- 
ed,  or,  which  is  nearly  as  bad,  we  must 
esort  to  teaching,  or  farming  a  part  of 
he  time.  The  temperance  cause  is  on 
he  gain.  I  was  invited  a  few  weeks 
^o,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort 
xratiot,  to  spend  a  few  days  in  his 
amily.  His  lady  introduced  the  sub- 
ect  of  temperance  at  the  dinner-table, 
^ow,  not  one  in  the  garrison  was  a  total 
ibstinence  man,  except  one  sergeant, 
lot  even  the  chaplain ;  he  was  strongly 
apposed  to  it  I  followed  up  the  subject 
hus  introduced  first  at  the  table,  then 
n  the  parlor.  Suffice  it  to  say,  I  was 
nvited  to  address  a  total  abstinence  so- 
iety  next  Friday  evening,  including  the 
oajor,  the  chaplain,  and  fifty  out  of  sixty 
nen. 

My  Canada  congregation  at  Port 
^amio,  have  built  them  a  meeting-house 
ind  obtained  a  minister.  One  year 
go  I  preached  the  first  sermon  ever 
•reached  there  by  a  Presbyterian  mi- 
lister.  They  are  doing  nobly.  They 
ire  poor,  but  not  ground  down  by  the 
Lwful  pressure  that  is  upon  us. 


OHIO. 

From  a  Report. 

This  settlement  is  comparatively 
new,  and  as  far  as  our  denomination  is 
concerned,  it  is  especially  so.  The 
first  Presbyterian  families  located  here 
in  1837.  Nearly  every  body  in  the 
community  professes  religion,  which 
(strange  as  it  may  seem)  is  a  firreat 
I  hindrance  to  the  Grospel.  Campbellites 
I  and  New  Lights  are  numerous  and  ac- 
tive. I  am  frequently  met  by  "Biff 
Meetings"  which  draw  away  the  youth 
and  the  meeting-going  part  of  the  com- 
munity. There  are  a  few  Methodists 
and  Baptists  who  generally  help  to 
make  up  our  congregation.  We  have 
also  here  Universalists.  This  is  the 
form  Infidelity  is  taking  in  this  region. 
With  all  the  discouragements,  the  Gos* 
pel  is  not  preached  in  vain. 

We  have  usually  met  in  a  school^ 
house,  a  new  and  quite  commodious 
building.  In  September  the  annual 
school  district  meeting  occurred.  In 
the  absence  of  many  voters,  the  house 
was  shut  against  all  religious  meetings. 
This  shows  what  men  would  do  if  they 
could.  The  house  will  again  be  opened 
soon. 

We  have  had  a  small  Sabbath  school 
in  the  summer  for  two  or  three  years ; 
but  were  unable  to  procure  a  library. 
I  applied  for  one  of  the  London  libraries 
advertised  for  the  West  last  spring,  but 
failed  to  obtain  it  But  recently  I  have 
received  the  pleasing  intelligence  that 
a  box  of  books  is  awaiting  my  order  ia 
Philadelphia,  the  present  of  a  Sabbath 
school  in  New-Haven,  Ct  May  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord  accompany  it 


IppoifUments  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.^  from  November  Isi  t4 
December  Ut^  1841. 


Not  in  commi$9ion  Uult  year. 
ley.  Jo«aph  D.  Baker,  Harford,  N.  Y. 
ler.  Isaac  P.  Adams,  West  Pitcher,  N.  Y. 
ley.  Nathaniel  Summer,  Davenport,  N.  Y* 
lev.  John  Morrell,  Lamoil,  liL 
lev.  George  Turner,  Mount  Hope,  N.Y. 
Lev.  J.  H.  Buffington,  Woodvilie,  lU. 
Lev.  David  1.  Perry,  Sycamore,  111. 
ler.  E.  D.  Wells,  Campbell,  N.  Y. 
Lev.  Samuel  A.M*£lweB,.  Ekhford^  N.  Y. 


19* 


Rev.  Charles  Kenmore,  Kendall  and  Carlton,  N.  T> 

Rev.  Daniel  Johnson,  Adams  Basin,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Wm.  Hunter,  Springwater,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Edwin  Hoyt,  Stockton  and  Charlotte,  N.T. 

Rev.  John  B.  Sage,  Folk  and  Meigs  co's..  Ten. 

Rev.  James  Ballaird,  Grand  RapicU  and  GrandKille^ 

Mich. 
Rev.  Charles  Kellogg,  Richmond,  Mich. 
Rev.  CToah  Cook.  Elkhart,  Ind. 
Rev.  Daniel  GibDi,  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y. 
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Rev.  Henry  Smith,  Triangle,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  S.  P.  Storra,  ColumbuB,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  A.  G.  Orton,  Greene,  N.  Y. 

Rot.  Joseph  8.  Lord,  Borodino,  N.  Y« 

Rev.  Justin  B.  Taylor,  De  Kalb,  N.  Y, 

Rev.  E.  D.  Kinney,  Darien,  Ct. 

Rev.  C.  T.  Prentice,  North  Fairfield,  Ct. 

Rev.  Romulus  Bamea,  Washington,  lU. 

Rev.  John  Ballard,  Grig gsville,  IlL 

Rev.  Seth  Hardy,  Pinckney  and  Plaiofield,  Mich. 

Rev.  L.  W.  DupJap,  West  Ely,  Mo. 


Rev.  C. Washburn,  BentonviHe,  Ark. 

Rev.  6.  G.  Poage,  Cherokee,  O. 

Rev.  Orris  Frazer,  Bath,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Moore,  Black  Rock,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Lemuel  Leonard,  PortageviUe,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  £.  Everett,  Naples,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Elliott,  Ottawa  Presbytery,  111. 

Rev.  Philander  Barbour,  Fort  Ann,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Asa  Johnson,  Peru^  Ind. 

Rev.  O.  C.  Thompson,  Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Rev«  W.  M.  Adams,  Mineral  Point,  Wis. 

Rev.  E.  J.  Sherrill,  Eaton,  L.  C. 

Rev.  Tyreil  Blair,  Centerville,  Green  co.,  N.  Y. 


The  Treaiurer  of  the  American  Home  Munonary  Society  acknowledges  the  reetipt  of 
the  following  svmtfrom  November  Itt  to  December  Ut,  1841. 


MASSACHUSETTS— 
Amherst,  John  Boland,  S5  00 

Hampshire  co..  Miss.  Soc,  by  E.  Wil- 
liams, Trees.,  200  00 
Lowell,  Appleton-st.,  Sab.  £|ch.,  Sarah  W«  i 
Hosmer,  to  const.  Mrs    Mary  Conant               ' 
.    of  Jaffrey,  N.  H.  a  L.  M.,  by  L.  Eames,     30  00 
West  Newbury,  Friend,  to  const.  Rev. 
J.  Q.  A.  Edf  eU  a  L.  M.,                            30  00 
CONNECTICUT— 
Berlin,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late  T. 

Wilcox,  by  B.  Ely,  100  00 

Parian,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Kinsey,     30  00 
Fairfield  Co.,  West  H.  M.  8.,  by  G.  St. 
John,  Trees.,  viz: 
New  Canaan,  bal.,  2  99 

North  Fairfield,  Co9g.  Ch.,  7  49 

Norwalk,  bal.,  3  13 

Middletown,  Fem.  H^  M.  S.,  by  Mrs. 

Eliza  Cotton,  60  00 

New'Haven,  I.  M.,  $5  each  for  ten  grand 

children,  50  00 

Sterling,  Ladies'  Char.  Soc,  by  W.  A. 

Reed,  Sec.,  6  19 

Stonington,  Fem.  Aux«  Mrs.  Maria  Bab- 
cock,  by  Miss  L.  A.  SheflSeld,  20  00 
Westminster,  by  Rev.  Asa  King,  7  00 
NEW-YORK— 
Centerville,  Green  Co«,  by  Rev.  T.  Blair,     30  00 
Collins,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rev-  E.  Taylor,         16  00 
Great  Valley,  by  Rev.  R.  Willoushby,  5  00 
Livingstonville,  by  Rev.  E.  G.  Johnson,         6  00 
Maiden,  Alifts  Cornelia  Bradley,                    10  00 
New-. York  city,  viz : 
Oarmme  St.  Oh.,  Sab.  Sch.,  by  S.  H. 

Crane,  50  00 

MddUon  SU  CJL,  J.  A.  Ackley,  2  00 

Mercer  St.  Oh.,  J.  B.  Murray,  |25; 

Friend,  10,  35  00 

Murray  St.  Ch.,  a  Lady,  by  Rev.  Dr. 

M'Auley,  25  00 

Peiirl  SL  Ch.,  by  R.  Aikman,  89  30 

Fillyre  Ch,,  R.  Hunt,  2  50 

North  Granville,  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  M.  Oli- 

phant,  21  00 

Readout,  Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Sayre,    28  00 
Troy.  2d  Presb.  Ch.,Gent.  H.  M.  S.,  by 

C.  Lyman,  50  00 

Ulster  Co.,  Friend,  5  00 

West  Durham,  5  39 

Westport,  by  Rev.  Joel  Fisk,  8  26 

ARKANSAS— 
Fort  Towson,  Mon.  Con.  Coll.,  16;  Mrs. 
Gooding,  $1  50 ;  by  Rev.  C.  Kingsbury,      7  50 
OHIO— 

Milan,  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Sherwin,  50  00 

INDIANA— 

Poplar  Spring,  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Lowry,  5  00 

BHcfilGAN- 
Pinckney  and  Plainfield,  by  Rev.  S.  Hardy,  10  00 


Unadiila,     Presb.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  D.  R. 

Dixon,  4  00 

LOWER  CANADA-* 

Eaton,  Fem.  Soc,  by  Rev.  E.  J.  SherrHL      20  00 
SCOTLAND- 
Cavers,  Roxborougbshire,  J.  Douglass, 
Ksq.,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Skinner,  142  47 

HOME  MISSIONARY—  20  84 

Sundry  sums   received   for  fk«ight  of 
boxes  of  clothing,  4^,  13  50 

$1,242  49 
JASPER  CORNING,  Treasurer. 
Rev.  F.  Bascom  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $50, 
from  the  Ch.  Galena,  III.,  by  Rev.  A.  Kent. 

Boxes  of  doiMmg,  (fc,  sent  or  reported  to  the  A. 
B.  M.  S.,  with  the  value  as  estimated  ^  the  donors. 
Berlin,  Buckingham  Ch.,  Md..  61  62 

Bkwmfield,  Ct,  by  Rev.W.  W.  Backus. 
Boston,  Mass.,  Friends^ 

Rovlston,  Mass.,  bv  Harriet  S.  Sanford,  55  59 

Bruigeport,  Ct.,  First  Cong.  Ch.,  Ladies, 

by  a  S.W.James. 
Brooklyn,  Ct,  Ladies'  Sew.  Soc.,  of  which 
$7  50  is  from  little  Misses,  by  Mrs.  S.  P. 
Williams. 
Calais,  Me.,  Ladies,  by  Rev.  S.  H.  Keeler,     125  81 
Canterbury,  N.  H.,  by  Rev.  W.  Patrick,  51  88 

Charlemont  Mass.,  by  Rev.  W.  Hastings,       27  59 
Coventry ville,  N.  Y. 

Dublin,  N.  H..  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Kendall,  37  70 

East  Boscawen,  N.  H.,  Ladies,  46  52 

East  Durham,  N.'Y.,  75  00 

East  Granville,  Mass.,  Rev.  Dr.  Cooley's 

Ch.,  Ladies,  37  61 

East  Medway,  Mass.,  Rev.  Mr.  Harding's 

Soc.,  70  OO 

Fair  Haven,  Vt,  by  W.  Kittridge,  42  14 

Falmouth,  Mass. 

Genoa,  N.  Y.,  Kev.  Mr.  Smith's  Cong.,  102  83 

Groton,  Mass.,  Rev.  Mr.  Phelps'  Soc,  87  33 

Guilford,  Ct.,  by  Harriet  Seward. 
Hadley,  Mass.,  Ist  Ch.,  Ladies,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth KeHogg,  Tr.,  50  00 
Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Smith,                30  01 
Hatfield,  Mass.,  two  barrels. 
Honesdale,  Pa.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc                78  05 
Ipswich,  Mass.,  South  Parish,  Lariies'Read. 

ing  and  Benev.  Soc,  by  E.  L.  Heard,  70  00 

Jafiray,  N.  H.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc,  inclu- 
ding shoes,  $11  19  from  I.  M.  Melville, 
Esq.,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Croeby,  28  26 

Litchfield,  Ct,  Ladies'  Dorcas  Soc.,  Helen 

M.  Emmons,  Sec,  121  55 

Marsellus,  N.Y.,  Ladies, by  Mrs.  S.  Hopkins. 
Marlborough,  N.  H.,  Ladies,  43  00 

Middleboro,  Mass.,  Ladies,  by  Rev.  H.  Bar- 
rows. 
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65  00 
59  00 

85  13 

38  50 

93  00 
ISO  00 

47  96 

36  00 


117  30 
50  07 
100  00 


angatuc,  Ct.,  by  Rev.  M.  R.  EamM» 
ew  Erovidftnee,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch. 
orth    Bridgewater,    Mass.,   EeT.    Paul 
Coucb'a  8oc. 

orth  Cornwall,  Ct,  Ladies'  Sec., 
orth  Lenox,  Mass.,  Young  Ladies*  Sew. 
Soc,  by  France/i  C  Mattoon. 
orth  VVilbrebam,  Mass.,  Conf.  Sec,  La- 
dies, by  Rev.  John  Bowers, 
orth  Woodstock,  Ct.,  ReY.  Mr.  BoutwelTs 
Soc., 

xford,  N.  H. 
epperell,  Mass. 

hilipstown,  Mass.,  Ladies,  by  Miss  Betsey 
Chickering^. 

Lowe,  Mass.,  Fein.  Miss.  Soc., 
alem,  W  ayne  Co.,  Pa. 
baron,  Vt ,  by  Rer.  L,  R.  Phillips, 
belbum,  Mass.,  by  Mrs.  E.  P.  W.  Packard, 
outh  Hadley,  Mass.,  Ladies'  Benev.  Sew. 

Soc,  by  Elizabeth  S.  Hawkes. 
tarkey.  N.  Y.,  Third  Presb.  Ch^  by  T.  H. 

Abbey, 

Townsend,  Blass. 

Jxbridge,  Mass.,  by  W.  C.  Capron. 
Valtham,  Mass.,  Ladies,  by  M.  A,  J.  Whi- 

ting. 
Vest  Durham,  N.  Y.,  Fern.  Mite  Soc 
^est  Medway  and  Medway  Yillafe,  Mass., 

Ladies,  by  Mary  E.  Ide, 
Westminster,  Ct.,  by  Rev.  Asa  King, 
Yilliamstown,  Mass.,  Ladies,  by  E.  Kellon, 
IVindham,  Ct.,  First  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Roy.  J. 

E.  Tyler. 
Boxea  foruatded  by  Mr.  Edward  Fenum^ 
UHca,ir.Y. 

Clinton,  two  boxes. 

Center  Lisle. 

Wiufield. 

CassviUe. 

Utica. 

Bauquoit  and  Paris  Hin» 

Whitesboro. 

New  Hartford. 

Fort  Plain. 

Salesvillc 

Turin. 

Autfusta. 

Triangle. 

RueipU  qf  tke  Western  Jrenqf  tU  Osaevo,  N,  Ifl, 
Jrom  Sept^  to  Nov.  1, 1841. 
Albion,  by  T.  C.  Fanning,  $17  69;  by  C. 

Farwell,  Esq..  |4  50,  22  19 

Benton  and  Beiiona,  19  00 

Big  Flat,  by  Rev.  L.  Whiting,  29  00 

Black  Rock,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Moore,  20  00 

Branchport,  7  SO 
Buffalo,  Deac  Jabez  Goodell,  by  ReY. 

John  C.  Lord,  20  00 

Cameron,  4  50 

Campbell,  10  31 

ChUi,  by  ReY.  J.  W.  Fox,  62  56 

Cohocton,  4  50 
Coming.  Fern.  Miss.  Soc,  to  make  Mrs, 

Samuel  M.  Hopkins  a  L.  M.,  38  00 

East  Palmyra,  21  35 

East  Sheridan,  19  00 
Elmira,  Miss  Ann  Decker,  L.  M.,  i«  full 

190 ;  cash,  $30,  50  00 

Friendsbip,  7  00 
Geneva,  Edmund  Dwight,  to  sustain  a 

missionary,  100  00 
Gorbam,  5  18 
Greenwood,  5  00 
Huron,  Laities'  BenoY.  Soc,  $4  50 ;  oth- 
ers, $29  17,  33  67 
Ithaca,  J.  B.  Williams,  in  part,  95  00 
Jasper,  3  34 
Le  Roy,  96  06 
Loekport,  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc,  M.  E.  Ty- 
ler, Sec^  88  0011 


64  05 


LudlowviUe, 

Medina,  G.  P.  Pradden,  $10 ;  cash,  $83  50, 

Napoli, 

Newark,WayneCOnLadies,$8 19}  cash, 

$6  88, 
Ovid,  Dr.  J.  L.  Eastman, 
Owego,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc,  Mrs.W. 

Pumpelly,  Sec,  $16;  James  Pumpelly, 

$10;  Wm.  Piatt,  $10;  Wm.  Pumpelly, 

$10;  cash,  $27  66, 
Painted  Post,  by  Roy.  S.  S.  Howe, 
Portage  Yille, 
Portland, 

Ripley,  by  ReY.  S.  G.  Orton, 
Rochester,  Washington  St  Ch.,  S.  IK 
Porter,  $15;  balance,  $5,. 
"  Brick  Church,  balance,  • 

Skaneateles, 
Southport, 
Springwater, 

victor,  W.  BushneD,  $10;  Cash,  $3  9S, 
Waterloo,  Ladies'  Benev.  Soc,  to  make 

Rev.  S.  H.  Gridley  a  L.  M., 
WoodhuU, 
Dr.  Whitcofflb, 


4195 
83  50 
850 

15  90 
19  90 


73  66 

13  00 
174 

14  OO 
86  00 

90  90 
8181 

8oa 

3  00 
700 
13  8& 

30  90 
387 
300 

890  46 


Soxesfonomrdtd  fty  -Ittv.  /•  A.  MwrrmM. 
Geneva,  900  90 

Ira,  30  90 

Seneca  Falls,  40  90 

West  Dresden,  25  90 

■'  / 

Reetipta  of  tke  OaUrtU  JM*ncv  ol  UOea,  iC  ]% 
^«fli  Aue.  25  to  Hov.  11, 1841,  ^<«.  J.  Grant,  See, 
Belville,  by  ReY.  J.  Birchard,  "  " 

Borodino,  Rev.  J.  S.  Lord  and  others, 
Carthage,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Halsey, 
Cherry  Valley,  Mrs.  Little, 
East  Whitehall,  Cong.  Sec,  to  const 

Kev.  Hiram  Slanson  a  L.  M., 
Eaton  Village,  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Willis, 
Ellis  Village, 
Hartwick,  Presb.  Cong.,  to  censt  Rev*  B. 

6.Riley,aL.M., 
La  Forgeville,  by  Roy.  H.  H.  Morgan, 
Middiefield  Centre,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc,  and 
Ben.  Soc,  by  Mrs.  A.  Parmelee,  $30; 
eolL  $24  26, 
Richfield,  Cong.  Soc, 
Scaghticoke,  Fen.  Aux.,  by  Mrs.  O.  No- 
ble, $50 ;  legacy  of  Ebenezer  Smith, 
by  Messrs.  Perry  Sk  Ripley,  Ex's,  $10, 
Springfield,  Presb.  Soc, 
Utica,  First  Ch.,  Mrs.  J.  Kirtland, 
Whiteball,  Presb.  cong.,  to  const  Rev. 

Henry  Morris  a  L.  D., 
Woodville,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Pond, 

$415  37 

The  Treaawrtr  of  Ike  Maeeaehueette  Miaeionury 
Society  •cknowledges  ihe  receipt  ofthefoUowiHg 
sums  from  Sept.  Ut  to  Dec  Ist,  1841. 
Norfolk  Connrence, 
Franklin  Co.  Domestic  Miss.  Soc, 
CharleBtown,  First  Parish, 
Tewksbury,   legacy  of  Miss  Sarah  F. 

Rogers,  $10;  Ladies,  $30, 
Warren,  Rev.  Mr.  Trash's  Soc, 
Newton,  Ladies,  East  Parish, 
Essex  North,  Aux.  Soc,S.  H.  Currier, 

Trees., 
North  Andover,  Rev.  Mr.  Page's  Soc, 
Bobton,  viz. : 

Mariner^*  Ok., 

Park  St.  Ok., 

OldSontkOk., 

Franklin  St.  Ok,p 

Pine  St.  Ok., 

-      •    iSUOkf 


1100 
300 
500 
500 

30  00 
95  00 
500 

30  90 
15  00 

54  96 
19  80 

60  00 
40  87 
10  00 

100  00 
844 

340  51 
300  00 
147  72 

4a  90 
74  00 
3156 

919  50 
37  00 

16  49 
897  53 
498  09- 
91111 
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SaUm  SLOh^  88  06 
Phmip*  Oh,,  98  00 
Park  SU  Sabbutk  tekool,  34  51 
A  Friend,  |3tf ;  do.  $3,  32  00 
Haverhill,  Rev.  Mr.  Lawrence**  Soc,  76  33 
North  Hadley,  Fem.  Benev.  Soc,  15  00 
Lancaater,  Rev.  Mr.  Packard**  Soc,  8  00 
Natick,  First  Parish, $50 ;  Benev.  Soc.,$30,    89  00 
Asbburnbam,  Mon.  Con.  coll.,  3  11 
Hampshire,  Miss.  Soc,  E.  Williams,  Tr.,  306  56 
Braintree,  Rev.  Mr.  Matthews*  0oc,  35  43 
Lincoln,  Rev.  Mr.  Newhall's  Soc.,  10  00 
Lowell,  John  St.  Cb.  and  Soc.,  88  00 
«*       Appleton  St.  Ch.  and  Soc,  44  S7 
Chelmsford,  legacy  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Man- 
ning, 100  00 
South  Ro^alston,  Rev.  Mr.  Peckham*s 

Soc,  10  00 

Abington,  First  Cong.  Soc,  37  00 

Rozbury,  Spring  St.  Ch.  and  Soc,  30  00 

Holmes'  Hole,  J.  L.  Barrows,  5  00 

Brewster,  a  friend,  1  00 

Hampden  Co.  Auz.  Soc,  H.  Brewer,  Tr.,  950  00 

Northbridge,  Whitinville  Ch.,  43  00 
Old  Colony  Auz.  Soc,  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts, 

Sec,  New-Bedford,  54  00 
Middlesex  North  and  vicinity,  J.  S.  Ad- 
ams, Treas.,  380  04 
Essex,  legacy  oTMra.  Mary  P.  Choate,  183  33 
I7nk>nville,  Miss.  Asw>c,  47  00 
Brookfield,  Assoc,  Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  Tr^  100  00 
Falmouth,  Rev.  B.  B.  Hooker's  Soc,  135  50 
Banvers,  South  Parish,  73  36 
Hamilton,  coll.,  9  37 
Beverly,  a  lady,  30  00 
Salem,  Conference  of  Churches,  33  86 
**       Tabernacle  Sabbath  school,  5  67 

The  Philadelphia  Htme  Mieeianary  SocUtf  ac- 
kaawledget  the  receipt  of  the  faUomng  eunu,  du- 
ring the  quarter  etulimg  Oct,  31«t,  1841 }  vii. 
West  Chester,  Pa.,  P.  F.  Smith,  £s^  $5  \ 

Mon.  Con.  colL,  $33  36, 
Chester,  N.  J.,  Cong.  Ch.» 
East  Whiteland,  Pa.,  col.  in  Ch.,. 
Lower  Merion,  Pa.,  Lutheran  Ch.,  Mon. 

Con., 
Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  3d  Pres.  Ch.,  Young  La- 
dies* Sewiog  Soc,  to  constitute  Rev. 

J.  L.  Bartlett  a  L.  M., 
Newark.  N.  J.,  3d  Presb.  Ch.,  David  Ni- 

cbols,  Esq., 
St.  Georges,  DeL,  col.  in  Presb.  Ch.,  (in 

part,)  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hamill, 
Central  Cb.,  N.  L.,  Philadelphia,  Rev.  A. 

Rood,  $5;  Miss  M.  G.  Ogden,  $5;  B. 

Naglee,  $10;  W.  T.  Donaldson,  $10 ; 

Geo.  C.  Brown»$10;  E  Patteson,$5; 

Samuel  Boiline,  $5;   C.   Aitkin,  $3; 

Joseph  Aitkin,  $3;  others,  $54;  (as 

far  as  collected,) 
Greensburgb,  Pa.,  Pres.  Ch.,  S.  P.Brown, 

$5;  T.L.  Drum,  $3;  R.  McLaughlin, 

$3 ;  J.  Armstrong,  £8q.,$3 ;.  Mrs.  Bur- 

ril,^;  J.  Clark,  $3;  Joseph  Russel, 

$3 ;  others,  $5 ;  Mon.  Con.  colL,  $10  79 ; 

James  Nichols,  Esq.,  $3, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  3d  Presb.  Ch.,  Mrs.  M. 

Albree,  to  constitute  her  husband,  Geo. 

Albree,  Esq.,  a  Ufe  member,  $30 ;  Geo. 

Albree,  $10 ;  Wm.  M.  Semple,  $10 ;  H. 

Higby,$10;  Wm.  Curling, $10;  A.  A. 

Hardy.  $10;  A.  B.  Curliug,  $10;  John 

B.  Semple,  $10 ;  B.  A.  Fahnestock,  $10 ; 

A.  P.  Childs,$10;  John  Bissell,  $10; 

R.  Edwards,  $13;  George  Breed,  $10;. 

J.  J.  Gray,  $5 ;  H.  H.  McCulIough,  $5; 

Wm.  Thaw,  $5;  Wm.  P.  Jones,  $5; 

T.  Bell,  $13;   L  N.  Jones,  $4;   M. 

Hohnes,  $5 ;  John  Finney,  $3 ;  L.  Wil- 

CQX,Jr.,$3}  Mr.Uffington,$3i  D.Mc- 


37  36 
300 
13  00 

500 


30  00 
30  00 


35  00 


110  00 


38  7» 


Candles,  $3 ;  R.  Dickey,  Jr.,  $3 ;  J.  J. 
Henderson,  $3 ;  Miss  Finney,  $3 ;  Miss 
M.  Dickey,  |^ ;  various  others,  $6 ;  (in 
part,)  333  00 

1st  Presb.  Ch.,  Pituburgh,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Han- 
nah T.  Bartlett,  5  00 

Minersville,  Alleghany  Co.,  Pa.,  John 
Uerron,  Esq.,  to  constitute  his  wife, 
Mrs.  C.  Herren,a  L.  M.,  $30;  S.  D. 
Herron,$6;  Wm.  Herron,  $6;  H.P. 
Cain,  $5 ;  A.  Wilson,  $5 ;  J.  Patterson, 
$3 ;  Mary  Wilson,  $3 ;  C.  Hany,  $1  50 ; 
Mrs.  E.  Uerroh.$l ;  Margaret  Herron, 
$1 ;  Caroline  Cain,  $1 ;  Lucy  Geddea, 
$1 ;  others,  $8  50.  70  Oa 

1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Phiia.,  Religious  Benev. 
Association,  by  tir**  E.  L.  Clarkson,        33  75 

Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  Pres.  Ch.,  Mon. 
Con.  coL,  8  OO 

Springfield,  Erie  Cc,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ck, 
Rev.  R.  Craighead,  $5 ;  Wm.  Towns- 
end,  $3 ;  Samuel  Robinson,  $3 ;  Tho- 
mas  Webster,  $3 ;  Miss  S.  A.  Towns- 
end,  $1}  Mrs.  MoTgaa,  $1^  othen^ 
iB  30,  33  39 

Nanh  EuEt,  Eric  Cc.,  Pd,,  Prwb.  Ch^ 
Maei^  Call*  coL|  $24;  Jamoa  Duacui^ 
Eiq.,  $)  Ul,  85  50 

Erici,  Krip  Co.,Fa.,Pr«i.Cb.^coLuiCh., 
hy  R«v,  U.  A^  Lyoo,  100  00. 

Gruvel  Ryji,  Pa^  Prcii,  Ch-,  3  Oa 

Mead  vi  He,  Pa.,  Iti  Prei.  Cii.,  <^o].  |S  16; 
a  frieud,  |1 ;  Mou.  Con.  col.  ^  to 
ixtaii.  Rev.  R.S.  Li>ckwood  »  L.  M.,  33  16 

Fr4aklin,Pa.,K.er.  Thamu  And  ersou ,.  5  00 

Weitfie1d,N.  J.,  Pr«i.  Cli.,  Suniiicl  Dow- 
ner* Esq.ni  i^  c«ii:frlJtut£  him^ielf  a  JLTe 
ni ember,  $30^  coL  ia  Cb.,  (in  part.) 
r^4,  54  00 

Ciirittinjiat  DeL,  Rot.  pi.  Patterft{tn,flOf 
A.  p.  Slianna%  $5;  othen,  $5  SO.  30  50 

A  Icxffl  ndria,  N-  J  ,  *  A  Fri*?od,*  50 

Uaj'furfl,  SUEquehaDoa  Cov,  Pl.,  Coilf. 
Ch.,  5  00 

Great  Bend,  Pa.,  Pres.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con. 
coL,  $5 ;  collection  in  Ch .,  (in  part,)  $4,      9  00 

Montroie,  Pa^  Pres.  Ch.,  col.  in  part,  16  00 

Lewes,  DeL,  Pres.  Ch.,  balance  of  collec- 
tion, to  constitute  Mrs.  M.  H.  Mustard 
aL.M.,  18  5a 

Cool  8pring,  Pres.  Cb.,.Del.,  E.  D.  CuUen, 
'^•t  $5;   Lydia,  Mary,  and  Charles 
Cullen,  $3;  A.  Marshall,  $5;  others, 
$1  50,  14  50 

Salem,  Wayne  Com  Pa.»  Presbyterian 
Ch.,  collection  by  Rev.  J.  Barlow,  33  00 

Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  Presbyterian  Ch.,by 
Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  30  85 

Stk  Pres.  Ch.,  Phila.,  Mon.  Con.,  $50 ;  G. 
W.  McClelland,  Esq.,  $50;  James  At- 
wood,  $35 ;  J.  M.  Kennedy,  $10,  135  00 

11th.  Pres.  Ch.,  Phila.^  collection,  (in 
part,)  by  Mr.  Sprague,  60  00 

Ist  Pres..  Cb.,  A.  R.  Perkins, Esq.,  $100; 
M.  Atwood,  $30 ;  cash,  $5,.  135  00 

lOtb  Pres.  Ch..  Robert  Earp,  Esq.,  30  00 

Rockaway,  N.  J.,  Pres.  Cn.,  collection, 
(in  part,)  19  00 

Alleghany  City,  Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Patterson, 
to  constitute  her  husband,  Mr.  J.  Pat- 
terson, a  L.  BL,  30  00 

Boxea  of  clothing,  ifx^t  tent  or  reported  to  the  So- 
cteUf,  with  the  eetimated  value  of  the  donore. 


CaldwelUN.  J.,  by  Rev.  8.  L.  Tuttle, 
Erie,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Lyon, 
Ladies  of  Ist  Pres.  Ch.,  Phila.,  two.bozei. 
Berlin,  Md.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Handy, 
North  East,  Pa., 


45  50 
105  00 

61  61 
13  00 

$33511 
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SKETGHSS  OF  REAL  CHABAOTlRflt  CONVBRSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FXmNISRED 
CHTBFLT  BY  CLERGYMEN. 


The  Countess  of  Huntington,  so  well 
known  for  her  distinguished  piety  and 
zeal  in  doing  good,  died  in  June,  1791, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  94  years.  At 
the  commencement  of  her  last  illness 
in  November  previous,  she  said  to  a 
friend,  on  being  asked  how  she  did,  "  I 
am  well.  All  is  well  forever.  I  see, 
wherever  I  turn  my  eyes,  whether  I 
live  or  die,  nothing  but  victory."  She 
with  great  emphasis  repeated  often, 
"  The  coming  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh. 
O  my  friend,  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
draweth  nigh!" — adding,  **The  thought 
fills  my  soul  with  joy  unspeakable ; 
whether  I  shall  see  his  glory  more 
abundantly  appear,  or  whether  it  be  an 
intimation  of  my  own  departure  to  Him/' 

At  another  time,  **  all  the  little  ruffles 
and  difficulties  which  surround  me,  and 
and  all  the  pains  I  am  exercised  with 
in  this  poor  body,  through  mercy  affect 
not  the  settled  peace  and  joy  of  my  soul." 

A  day  or  two  before  her  last  illness, 
just  as  she  had  come  from  her  room  to 
her  elbow-chair,  she  broke  out  in  these 
remarkable  words : 

"  The  Lord  hath  been  present  with 
my  spirit  this  morning  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  What  he  means  to  convey  to 
my  mind,  I  know  not  It  may  be,  my 
approaching  departure.  My  soul  is 
filled  with  glory.  I  am  as  in  the  ele« 
ment  of  heaven  itself."  They  who 
knew  how  constantly  her  conversation 
was  in  heaven,  will  conclude,  that  those 
who  were  around  her,  might  fill  volumes, 
instead  of  pages,  with  her  energetic 
expressions.  But  she  forbid  it,  and  the 
publication  of  her  papers  and  corres^ 
pondence. 

Weakened  by  complicated  disorders, 
and  enfeebled  by  age ;  when  about  a 
week  preceding  her  departure,  she  was 
confined  on  the  bed  of  languishing,  it 


could  not  but  afibrd  surprise  to  all 
around  her,  that  the  vigor  of  her  mind 
was  as  unabated,  and  her  intellects  as 
clear,  as  in  any  period  of  her  life.  The 
same  earnest  concern  for  the  work  of 
God,  and  the  advancement  of  the  king- 
dom of  his  dear  Son,  abroad  and  at 
home,  occupied  all  her  thoughts.  Anxi- 
ous that  an  attempt  to  send  the  Gospel 
to  Otaheite  in  the  South  Seas,  should 
succeed,  to  a^  friend  engaged  in  that 
labor  of  love,  who  was  sitting  by  her 
bedside,  she  began  to  express  her  earnest 
desire  that  it  might  he  accomplished. 
He  with  difficulty  prevailed  on  her  to 
drop  the  subject,  lest  talking  earnestly 
might  interrupt  the  rest  which  was  de- 
sirable for  her,  assuring  her  that  every 
means  would  be  pursued  to  effect  so 
desirable  an  event  **  And  to-morrow," 
said  he,  "  your  ladyship  shall  hear  what 
can  be  done."  And  when,  next  day, 
difficulties  were  raised,  and  the  two 
persons  who  had  engaged  to  go  as  mis- 
sionaries demurred,  unless  Uiey  could 
be  .ordained  in  the  established  church, 
which  was  refused  them  ;  she  said,  on 
being  informed  of  it,  ''  We  shall  find 
others,  I  doubt  not :"  and  gave  imme- 
diate orders  to  her  secretary  to  write  a 
note  to  the  person  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit, to  assure  him  of  her  affectionate, 
regard,  and  to  express  her  love  and 
honor  for  his  zeal  and  faithfulness.  So 
warmly  was  her  heart  interested  iQ  this 
work  to  her  very  last  moments. 

About  an  hour  only  before  her  death* 
she  said  to  a  female  friend,  who  with 
assiduous  attention  for  many  nights 
and  days  never  quitted  the  room,  *'  Is 
Charles's  letter  come  ?"  (she  had  sent 
for  him  to  supply  her  chapel  in  Spa 
Fields,  when  Mr.  Jones  of  Langan  re- 
turned home.)  On  being  answered  it 
is»  she  said.  ^  It  must  be  opened*  to  see 
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if  he  comes."  When  her  friend  said, 
**  I  will  go  and  open  it ;"  she  added, 
"To  know  if  he  comes,  that  is  the 
point"  So  anxiously  were  the  cares 
of  her  work  impressed  upon  her  dying 
heart :  and  often  she  added,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  people  in  her  connexion  as 
her  children,*  "  I  feel  for  their  souls." 

During  the  whole  of  her  illness,  her 
pains  never  made  her  impatient;  but 
she  seemed  more  concerned  about  those 
who  attended  her,  than  about  herself. 
She  said  tenderly  to  Lady  A.  E.  and 
Miss  S.  A.,  whose  long,  faithful,  and 
tender  attachment  to  her  is  well  known, 
"I fear  I  shall  be  the  death  of  you  both," 
(alluding  to  their  constant  watching 
with  her ;)  "  it  will  be  but  a  few  days 
more."  She  appeared,  during  the  tedi- 
ous nights  and  days  of  pain  and  sick- 
ness, engaged  in  prayer,  and  animated 
with  thankfulness  for  the  unutterable 
mercies  which  she  had  experienced, 
saying,  **  I  am  encircled  in  the  arms  of 
love  and  mercy."  And,  at  another  time, 
"  I  long  to  be  at  home  :  O,  I  long  to  be 
at  home."  A  little  before  she  died,  she 
said  repeatedly,  "  I  shall  go  to  my  Crod 
and  Father  this  night:"  and  shortly 
after,  "  Can  he  forget  to  be  gracious  ? 
Is  there  any  end  of  his  loving-kind- 


8KSTCH  OF  THE  REV.  THOMAS  DOOLITTLE. 

Thomas  Doolittle,  M.  A.,  of  Pem- 
broke-Hall, Cambridge,  was  born  of  re- 
ligious parents  in  1^0.  He  early  dis- 
covered an  inclination  to  learning. 
Some  of  his  friends  would  have  had 
him  brought  up  to  the  law,  and  he  was 
actually  placed  with  an  attorney  upon 
trial ;  but  being  set  to  copy  some  wri- 
tings on  the  Lord's  day,  he  resolved 
against  that  profession,  and  determined 
on  the  ministry ;  in  which  he  had  Mr. 
Baxter's  encouragement,  whose  dis- 
courses on  the  Saints* Rest  were  blessed 
for  his  saving  conversion.  He  was  an 
experienced  Christian,  before  he  was  a 
minister ;  and,  as  he  improved  in  learn- 
ing, he  also  grew  in  grace. 

When  he  left  the  University,  he 
came  to  London,  where  he  was  soon 
noticed  for  his  warm  and  aflfectionate 


preaching ;  and  the  Parish  of  St  AU 
phage  called  him  to  be  their  pastor.  He 
accepted  the  office  with  great  diffidence, 
and  applied  himself  to  his  work  with 
all  his  might ;  and  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  eminently  with  him.  In  this 
place  he  continued  nine  years,  viit  till 
the  Bartholomew  Act  passed ;  when, 
havinff  careftilly  studied  the  terms  re- 
quired, and  prayed  for  Divine  direction, 
•he  thought  it  his  duty  to  be  a  Noncon- 
formist, cheerfully  casting  himself  and 
family  upon  Providence ;  whose  con- 
cern for  him  he  soon  experienced  ;  for 
the  day  after  he  preached  his  farewell 
sermon,  one  of  his  parishioners  pre- 
sented him  20  pounds,  saying,  "  there 
was  something  to  buy  bread  for  his 
children,  as  an  encouragement  to  his 
future  trust"  He  then  set  up  a  board- 
ing school  in  Moorfields ;  and  so  many 
were  desirous  to  have  their  children 
with  him,  that  he  soon  had  occasion  for 
a  larger  house. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  plague, 
he  called  his  frien<&  together,  to  seek 
the  Divine  direction  ;  and,  according  to 
their  advice  (on  account  of  the  youth 
under  his  care)  he  removed  XoWoodford 
bridge,  leaving  Mr.  T.  Vincent  in  his 
house.  In  this  village  his  family  con- 
tinued healthy,  and  many  resorted  to 
his  house  for  the  worship  of  God.  After 
the  plague,  he  returned  to  London; 
and,  havmg  counted  the  cost,  he  opened 
a  meeting-house,  though  against  law, 
near  his  own ;  which  proving  too  small* 
he  erected  a  large  and  commodious  one 
in  Morkwell  street,  where  he  preached 
to  a  numerous  auditory,  and  had  many 
seals  to  his  ministry.  Here  Mr.  Vin- 
cent assisted  him ;  and  the  Lord  Mayor, 
sending  for  them  both,  endeavored  to 
dissuade  them  from  preaching  on  ac- 
count of  the  danger  they  were  m.  They 
told  his  lordship,  "that  they  were  satis- 
fied of  their  csdl  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  therefore  could  not  promise  to  de- 
sist The  next  Saturday  a  messenger 
of  the  king,  with  a  company  of  the  train 
bands,  came  at  midnight  to  seize  Mr. 
Doolittle  in  his  house,  but  he  made  his 
escape.  He  purposed  to  have  preached 
the  next  morning,  but  was  persuaded 
to  forbear.  Another  person  readily  un- 
dertook to  preach  for  him ;  and,  while 
in  sermon,  a  company  of  soldiers  came 
in,  and  the  officer  cadled  aloud  to  him. 
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**!  command  yon  in  the  king'«  name,  to 
come  down."  He  answered,  **  I  com- 
mand you  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
kings,  not  to  disturb  his  worship."  On 
which  the  officer  bid  his  men  fire.  The 
minister,  undaunted,  claiming  his  hand 
on  his  breast,  said,  **  Shoot,  if  you  please, 
you  can  only  kill  the  body."  The  peo- 
ple, upon  this,  being  in  an  uproar,  he 
escaped  in  the  crowd  unhurt  After 
this,  Mr.  Doolittle  was  absent  from 
home  some  weeks,  and  on  Lord's  day, 

fuards  were  set  before  the  meeting- 
ouse.  At  length  the  justices  came, 
and  had  tlie  pulpit  pulled  down,  and  the 
doors  fastened,  with  Uie  king's  broad 
arrow  set  upon  them. 

Upon  a  license,  mnted  by  kinff 
Charles  in  1672,  Mr.  Doolittle  resumed 
his  place,  and  set  up  an  Academy  at 
Islington,  where  he  educated  several 
young  men  for  the  ministry.  When 
the  Oxford  Act  passed,  he  removed  to 
Wimbleton,  and  several  of  his  pupils 
attended  his  lectures  privately.  While 
he 'resided  here,  he  experienced  a  re- 
markable providence.  As  he  was  one 
day  riding  out  with  a  friend,  he  was 
met  by  a  military  officer,  who  took  hold 
of  his  horse.  Mr.  Doolittle  asking  him, 
what  he  meant  by  stopping  him  on  the 
king's  highway,  he  looked  earnestly  at 
him,  but  not  being  certain  who  he  was, 
let  Him  go,  and  went  away  threatening 
**  that  he  would  know  who  that  black 
devil  was,  before  he  was  three  days 
older."  Some  of  Mr.  Doolittle's  friends 
were  much  concerned  for  him  ;  but  on 
the  third  day  a  person  brought  him 
word,  that  the  captain  was  choked  at 
his  table  with  a  bit  of  bread.  After  this 
he  removed  to  Battersea,  where  his 
goods  were  seized  and  sold.  In  several 
other  places  his  house  was  rifled,  and 
his  person  often  in  danger ;  but  Ftovi- 
dence  so  favored  his  escape,  that  he  was 
never  imprisoned.  At  length  the  tole- 
ration gave  him  an  opportunity  of  re- 
turning to  his  place  and  people  in  Lon- 
don, where  he  continued  as  long  as  he 
lived,  preaching  twice  every  Lord's  day. 
He  had  also  a  lecture  on  Wednesdays, 
at  which  he  delivered  his  Exposition  of 
the  Assembly's  Catechism.  He  had 
great  delight  in  catechising,  and  urged 
ministers  to  it,  as  having  a  special  ten- 
dency to  propagate  knowledge,  to  esta- 
blish young  persons  in  the  truth,  and  to 


prepare  tiiem  to  read  and  hear  sermoni 
with  advantage. 

Mr.  Doolittle  made  religion  his  busi- 
ness, and  was  best  pleased  when  taken 
up  in  the  exercises  of  it  Scarcely  any 
one  spent  more  time  in  his  study,  the 
advantages  of  which  appeared  in  his 
own  improvement,  and  in  his  prepara^ 
tions  for  the  pulpit ;  not  satisfying  him- 
self to  offer  to  Crod  or  his  people  thai 
tokich  cost  him  noOiing.'-^In  his  latter 
years  he  was  more  t£m  once  brought 
near  the  grave  }  but,  on  his  people's 
fervent  prayers,  he  was  wonderfully 
restored.  A  life  prolonged  beyond  hie 
usefulness  he  feared,  as  the  greatest 
trial ;  and  Grod  graciously  prevented  it 
For  the  Lord's  day  before  his  death  he 
preached  and  catechised  with  great 
vigor,  and  was  confined  but  two  days  to 
his  bed.  In  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death  he  had  such  a  sense  of  the  diving 
presence,  as  proved  a  powerful  cordis 
for  his  support  He  died  in  May,  1707, 
aged  77,  and  was  the  last  of  the  ejected 
ministers  in  London.  After  his  death, 
was  found  a  solemn  and  very  particular 
form  of  covenanting  with  God,  which 
may  be  seen  in  the  memoirs  of  his  life, 
prefixed  to  his  Body  of  Diviniiyt  whence 
the  above  account  is  extracted,    orton* 


SERIOUS  HINT  TO  FREACHERS. 
[From  an  old  pvblication.] 

It  is  not  always  the  Gospel  that  is  de- 
livered from  the  pulpit  A  man  may 
preach  very  sensibly  concemine^  the  di- 
vine perfections,  and  the  authority  of 
Ood^s  government  imd  laws.  He  may 
set  forth  the  general  obligations  to  duty 
and  obedience.  He  may  inculcate  the 
amiableness  of  virtue  in  general,  or  of 
particular  virtues,  and  may  represent 
many  worthy  examples  for  men's  en- 
couragement and  excitement  •  He  may 
earnestly  call  on  men  to  repent  of  their 
sins,  and  to  reform  the  disposition  of 
their  hearts  and  their  course  of  life. 
He  may  inculcate  this  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  earnestness  and  action  that 
would  entitle  him  to  the  character  of 
the  complete  orator.  The  composition 
may  be  very  skilful,  the  language  ele- 
gant and  pathetic,  and  the  preacher  may 
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be  80  jfreatly  applauded,  that  it  mav 
sometimes  be  said)  He  hath  his  rewanL 
Not  only  may  the  ears  of  the  hearers 
be  ttckledi  but  their  minds  may  be  very 
agreeably  entertained  with  sentiments 
tnat  are  in  themselves  just,  and  with 
many  a  good  thought  Yet,  in  all  this, 
there  may  be  nothing  by  which  a  soul 
may  be  relieved  and  refreshed  that  la- 
bors and  is  heavy  laden ;  nothing  by 
which  a  serious  soul  may  be  directed  to 
the  proper  sources  of  sanctification.  A 
discourse  may  have  in  it  much  truth 
that  is  consistent  with  the  Gospel,  and 
presupposed  by  it,  and  yet  have  nothing 
in  it  of  the  Gospel,  properlv  so  called. 
Of  such  a  discourse,  with  all  its  advan- 
tage of  sentiments  and  expression,  it 
may  be  said,  as  the  apostle  says  of  the 
law,  that  it  is  toeak  thrau^  the  flesh 
The  corruption  of  nature,  m  which  sin 
hath  dominion,  is  too  strong  for  philoso- 
phv,  logics  and  rhetoric ;  too  strong  for 
renned  speculation,  strong  argument, 
and  the  greatest  oratory. 


tlSV.  BfR.  SHEPABD. 

**The  celebrated  Mr.  Shepard,  on  his 
death-bed)  being  visited  by  some  of  his 
younger  brethren  in  the  ministry,  ob- 
served to  them,  "  Your  work  is  ^reat, 
and  calls  for  great  seriousness."  With 
respect  to  himself,  he  said,  that  the 
studying  of  his  sermons  very  frequently 
cost  him  tears ;  that  before  he  preached 
his  sermons  to  others,  he  derived  profit 
from  them  himself;  and  that  he  always 
went  to  the  pulpit,  as  if  he  were  imme- 
diately after  to  give  up  his  account  to 
his  Divine  Master." 


THE  PREACHER  PREACHED  TtNTO. 

••The  celebrated  Dr*  Manton  was  ap- 
pointed on  a  public  occasion  to  preach 
before  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
London.  His  sermon  was  learned,  in- 
genious, and  elegant  As  he  was  re- 
turning home,  a  plain  old  gentleman 
pulled  him  by  the  coat,  and  desired  to 
speak  to  him.  The  doctor  stopt,  and 
the  stranger  thus  addressed  him  :  *  I 
was  one  of  your  auditory  to-day.    I 


went  to  be  fed  with  the  Gospel,  as 
usual ;  but  have  returned  empty.  Dr. 
Manton  was  not  Dr.  Manton  this  morn- 
ing. There  wasi  indeed,  much  of  the 
Doctor)  of  the  florid  and  learned  man, 
in  the  discourse ;  but  little  or  nothing 
of  Jesus  Christ :  it  waS)  in  short,  no 
sermon  to  me.'  •  Sir)'  answered  the 
Doctor,  •  if  I  have  not  preached  to  you, 
you  have  now  preached  a  good  sermon 
to  me  :  such  as,  I  trust)  I  shall  never 
forget)  but  be  the  better  for)  as  long  as 
I  live.' " 


THOUGHTS  FOR  THE  OPENING  TEAR. 
**  Her«  kftv*  w«  no  eoBtiiming  cHj.** 

We  meet  friends ;  but  while  we  cling 
to  them,  the  unseen  hand  of  providence 
tears  us  away  frx>m  their  embrace. 
Beauty  we  would  linger  here  to  ad- 
mire ;  but  while  we  look,  the  grace  of 
the  fashion  of  it  perisheth.  Power  just 
takes  us  by  the  hand ;  and  bids  us  adieu 
to  greet  a  successor.  Fame  crowns  us 
with  her  wreath ;  but  while  we  feel  the 
rising  flush  of  joy,  she  plucks  it  off  to 
sport  with  others.  Wealth  comes  to 
feast  us  and  roll  us  in  his  car  of  plea- 
sures ;  and  while  accepting  his  propo- 
sals, he  dismisses  us  to  tempt  some 
other  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  eternity. 
Around  the  city  of  our  habitation  too, 
are  the  messengers  he  sends  to  warn  us 
of  our  approaching  departure.  Decay 
stands,  with  tottering  limbs  and  feeble 
breath ;  and  lisps  to  us  with  dying  life, 
that  we  draw  nigh  the  gates  of  our 
habitation,  and  soon  will  leave  it  for 
eternal  worlds.  Diseases — busy  mes- 
sengers,— fly  here  and  there)  to  tell  us 
of  our  frail  abode,  and  whisper  in  our 
ears,  'eternity.'  Death,  armed  with  re- 
sistless power,  stands  with  his  commis- 
sions and  their  unknown  dates,  to  lead 
us  out  of  our  residence  below,  and  bar 
on  us  its  gates  forever.  Every  where 
in  the  city  of  our  abode  are  we  re- 
minded thus,  that  we  have  not  the 
power  to  prolong  our  stay  in  it,  and  that 
soon  we  shall  leave  its  privileges,  its 
dwellings,  its  streets,  its  sanctuaries, 
its  scriptures,  its  busy  throng  for  eter- 
nity. "Here  have  we  no  continuing 
city."— CAmrian  Spectator, 
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How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  7  . 


Mark  xvi.  15. 
.  Rom»  X.  15. 
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STATE  OF  THE  HOME  MISSIONARY  TREASURY. 


We  are  often  asked  by  the  more  thoughtful 
of  the  friends  of  missions,  how  the  Home 
Missionary  treasury  is  suppUed  in  these 
times  of  embarrassment.  We  have  refrained 
from  any  public  answer  to  this  question, 
partly,  from  the  hope,  that  with  the  progress 
of  the  missionary  year  our  prospects  would 
improve;  and  partly,  because  we  were  reluc<- 
tant  to  withdraw  any  portion  of  the  public 
attention  from  the  urgent  necessities  of  the 
American  Board.  We  have  therefore  strug- 
gled on  for  a  number  of  months  without 
presenting  any  general  appeal  for  funds. 
But  we  have  reached  a  point  when  this  can 
no  longer  be  done.  We  therefore  solicit  the 
prayerful  attention  of  the  churches  to  the 
following  facts. 

1.  The  wants  of  the  Society  abb  xn- 

LABGED. 

The  Executive  Committee  have  multiplied 
their  pledges  to  the  feeble  and  destitute 
churches.  This  they  are  expected  to  do.  It 
is  the  very  object  of  the  Society  to  go  on 
doing  more  and  more  for  the  needy  every 
year ;  and  if  its  conductors  made  no  advance, 
but  merely  sustained  the  present  operations 
of  the  Society,  they  would  fall  behind  the 
progress  of  the  country  and  of  the  age,  and 
would  be  justly  chargeable  with  being  false 
to  their  trust.  Besides,  none  who  know  any. 
thing  of  the  prostrate  situation  of  the  new 
states,  the  condition  of  theu:  credit  and 
currency,  and  the  efiect  which  these  embar- 
rassments have  on  individual  prosperity, 
need  to  be  told  that  the  wants  of  the  fee- 
ble churches  are  increased  rather  than 
diminished.    la  former  years,  it  has  been 

VOL.  XIV.  20 


practicable  to  make  &  steady  annual  reduc- 
tion in  the  appropriations  to  the  mission- 
aries ;  but  now,  there  is  scarcely  an  applica- 
tion that  does  not  plead  for  an  increase  of 
aid.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  a  vast  tecti- 
torial  enlargment  of  the  missionary  field* 
T%6  entire  clavnu  qf  Wisconsin  and  lotea 
hoDe  come  upon  %u  since  the  season  qf  em* 
barrassment  commenced;  and  we  ought  to 
double  bur  appropriations  to  those  territories, 
and  to  several  of  the  newer  states,  if  it  were 
practicablej  at  the  very  next  meeting  of  the 
Committee.  Instead  of  this,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  carve  out  a  system  of  retrenchment 
in  our  operations  in  that  interesting  section 
of  the  country. 

2.  While  the  wants  of  ^e  Society  are  thus 
much  increased,  and  its  pledges  swelled  to  a 
greater  amount  than  they  ever  were  before,  it 
is  a  mortifying  &ot  that  thbbe  is  a  faluifo 
OFP  IN  THE  oiFTs  of  Very  many  churches  and 
individuals.  The  agents  and  auxiliaries  of 
the  Sodety  unite  in  stating,  that  as  a  general 
foct,  their  collections  are  diminished— that  in 
very  few  cases  do  they  exceed  or  even  equal 
those  of  the  previous  year,  while  in  ahnost 
all  cases,  of  churches  and  of  individuals, 
there  is  a  decrease. 

It  is  from  no  spirit  of  complaint  because 
of  what  is  done  to  aid  another  branch  of 
christian  benevolence^that  the  Committed 
state  the  fact  that  this  diminution  of  col' 
lections  has  shown  itself  principally  since 
the  attention  of  the  community  has  been 
specially  turned  to  the  wants  of  Foreign 
Missions.  It  would  seem  that  the  affecting 
motives  furnished  by  the  openings  of  Provi- 
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dence  and  the  condition  of  the  heathen,  were 
enough  to  enlarge  the  heart  of  christian  phi- 
lanthropy, and  we  still  hope  that  the  amount 
requu-ed  by  the  necessities  of  the  Foreign 
Board,  will  be  made  up  by  the  increased 
8elf>denial  and  liberality  of  the  churches, 
without  diminishing  the  contributions  to 
other  societies.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect, that  a  response  to  so  urgent  an  appeal 
of  the  Spirit  and  providence  of  Grod,  will 
open  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  that  they 
will  now  be  the  more  ready  to  aid  the  cause 
of  Home  Missions,  in  consequence  of  what 
they  have  done  for  the  heathen?  Some 
churches,  it  is  true,  assign  the  increase  of  their 
contributions  to  Foreign  Missions  as  a  reason 
for  diminishing  their  other  charities.  But  is 
this  right  'I  Is  it  such  assistance  as  the  Fo- 
reign Board  desire,  or  the  Head  of  the  church 
will  accept  1  These  great  moral  enterprises 
are  essentially  one,  their  common  object  is 
■alvation  of  man— uf  man  wherever  he  is 
ibnnd;  and  there  is  no  gain  to  the  great 
cause  by  aiding  one  department  at  the  ex- 
pense  of  another  1  An  increaat  of  liberality, 
and  not  a  change  of  object,  is  what  is  re- 
quired. Are  not  the  motives  furnished  by 
both  the  Homeand  Foreign  field  sufficiently 
powerful  to  call  out  a  support  for  both  7  Or 
must  the  most  favorable  period  for  christian 
effort  that  has  existed  since  the  days  of  the 
apostles,  pass  away  without  being  improved, 
and  the  heathen  world  be  again  shut  up  for 
centuries,  while  from  our  own  land  the 
kingdom  of  GU)d  shall  he  taken  away,  and 
given  to  a  people  worthier  than  we  to  share 
its  blessings  and  its  triumphs— and  all  for 
the  want  of  a  liberality  in  the  churches 
corresponding  with  the  indications  of  Gtod's 
hand? 

As  yet,  the  Society  has  been  preserved 
from  suffering  during  the  present  year  by  le- 
gacies and  other  extraordinary  means ;  but 
experience  ha»  taught  the  Committee  to  rely 
almost  wholly  on  the  regular  income  of  the 
Society.  When  this  is  seriously  affected) 
they  cannot  but  feel  the  most  lively  appre- 
hensions for  the  welfare  of  the  cause.  They 
foresee  the  disaster  that  must  ensue  from 
stopping  the  wheels  and  breaking  up  the 
machinery  of  this  cause  in  the  West— disas- 
ter to  the  missionaries  and  their  families,  to 
the  churches  and  to  all  the  spiritual  interests 
of  men,  and  to  the  public  weal  at  large. ' 


Surely,  there  is  more  than  enough  to  injure 
the  moral  tone  of  society,  in  the  political 
contests,  the  repudiation  of  legal  obligations 
and  the  influx  of  foreign  evils ;  let  not  those 
infant  states  be  also  deprived  of  the  Gospel. 
Give  them  at  least  this  one  antidote  to  the 
maladies  of  the  social  body. 

The  Executive  Committee  make  their 
earnest  appeal  for  help  in  prosecuting  this 
great  enterprise :  but  let  it  be  permanent 
help.  They  wish  for  no  spasmodic  effort 
which  the  churches  will  not  be  willing  to 
follow  up  by  still  greater  liberality,  as  the 
calls  of  Providence  may  require.  They  de- 
sire not  to  be  misled,  by  a  mere  temporary 
relief,  into  a  scale  of  pledges  which  will  in- 
volve them  in  debt  and  embarrassment.  And 
surely  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  the  facts 
which  constitute  the  Home  Missionary  claim 
— so  great,  and  grotoing  a  claim— will  have 
more  and  more  control  of  the  hearts  and 
consciences  of  our  christian  patriots.  Every 
element  of  that  claim  is  one  which  swells  in 
magnitude  every  year.  The  population  of 
our  country  gains  half  a  million  annually. 
Foreign  immigration  is  constantly  increa- 
sing our  difficulties.  The  causes  which  de- 
prave the  public  conscience  show  no  signs 
of  dimmished  activity.  Every  year  carries 
the  centre  of  moral  and  political  sway  farther 
and  farther  west,  and  away  from  the  settled 
institutions  of  the  old  states.  Our  connex- 
ions with  other  parts  of  the  earth  and  our 
influence  on  their  destiny  is  becoming  more 
extensive.  And  no  limit  yet  appears  to 
bound  these  prospects.  Calls  upon  us  from 
the  benighted  and  miserable  come  from  the 
four  winds  of  heayen,  and  our  duty  to  a  dy- 
ing world  is  growing  with  the  knowledge  of 
their  state  and  the  facilities  of  reaching  them. 
Surely  these  facts  must  afford  a  continually 
progressive  claim  upon  the  church  to  con- 
vert this  land,  to  saturate  its  people  with  the 
true  evangelic  spirit. 

We  call,  then,  upon  all  Christians  to  take 
hold  of  this  great  work.  Let  every  one  who 
wishes  to  see  holy  men  presiding  over  the 
nation,  making  our  laws,  dispensing  justice 
and  guiding  our  states ;  let  all  who  wish  for 
quiet  Sabbaths,  all  who  deprecate  robbery 
and  swindling,  and  homicide,  and  drunken- 
ness, all  who  believe  that  souls  must  be  con- 
verted in  this  world  or  perish  in  the  world 
to  come,  enrol  themselves  as  promoters  of 
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this  Home  Missionary  cause.  Let  them  ex- 
amine and  weigh  the  facts  that  lie  at  the 
foundation  of  the  subject,  and  then  com- 
mence a  course  of  aid  and  effort  to  be  carried 
on  as  lonff  as  they  live.  Suck  is  the  help 
the  cause  requires ;  such,  we  pray  God  to 
gfrant  it,  for  the  salvation  of  this  land  and 
the  glory  of  his  great  name ! 


A  PICTURE. 

The  following  is  one  of  the  many  eases 
that  come  to  our  knowledge,  often  without 
the  agency  of  the  sufferers,  and  deeply  afiect- 
ing  our  hearts  and  filling  our  eyes  with  tears. 
Individual  exceptions  there  may  be,  but  it  is 
our  firm  conviction  that  there  is  no  daaa  of 
men  on  the  foce  of  the  earth  making  such 
constant  sacrifices  and  dying  such  living 
deaths  to  do  good  to  others  without  the 
prospect  of  earthly  reward,  as  the  evange- 
lical ministry  in  the  new  states.  They  wear 
out  and  die  without  the  notice  or  the  grati- 
tude of  men;  but  their  record  is  on  high ; 
and  in  the  great  day  of  manifestation  it  will 
be  seen,  that  they  have  laid  the  foundations 
of  Zion  for  many  generations. 

From  a  Missionary  Report, 

I  visited  one  of  our  brethren  a  few 
days  ago.  He  was  sick — ^not  expected 
to  live.  He  has  nine  children.  His  I 
wife  has  to  do  her  work,  and  teach 
them,  because  he  is  too  poor  to  hire 
them  taught  What  will  this  family  do, 
if  they  lose  their  scanty  support  by  the 
loss  of  their  father  ?  And  what  will  they 
do  if  he  lives  ?  It  will  be  months  before 
he  can  do  any  thing  to  support  them. 

We  know  not  the  name  of  this  minister, 
nor  even  whether  he  be  one  of  the  mission- 
aries of  this  Society  or  not ;  but  this  simple 
statement  is  enough  to  introduce  him  to  our 
sympathy.  We  regard  him  as  a  suffering 
member  of  the  body  of  Christ.  And  we  de- 
sire, reader,  that  you  will  not  turn  away  from 
the  contemplation  of  his  case,  but  dwell 
upon  its  details ;  it  may  do  your  heart  good ; 
it  may  make  you  more  grateful  to  God  for 
your  own  blessings  and  more  pitiful  towards 
the  sufferings  of  others. 

Here  is  a  ease  of  dangerous  sickness- 


sickness  aggravated  by  poverty.  Disease  is 
always  an  affliction;  how  much  more  so, 
when  deprived  of  the  mitigations  whicb 
might  be  purchased,  but  cannot,  for  tb» 
want  of  means  1  The  husband  and  fiither, 
the  prop  and  stay  of  the  household,  lan- 
guishes. The  dwelling  is  small,  for  thefamily 
is  poor;  and  in  a  new  region,  where  even  the 
wealthiest  are  yet  without  ample  accommo- 
dations, the  poor  can  afford  but  the  rudest 
cabin  of  scanty  dimensions.  The  physician 
approaches  not  over  a  noiseless  carpet.  No 
retired  chamber  by  its  seclusion  shuts  out 
all  irritating  sights  and  sounds ;  but  the  sick 
man  lies  down  to  his  mortal  struggle  amid 
the  unavoidable  bustle  of  domestic  labor,  and 
conversation,  and  the  cries  of  infancy.  In 
the  pauses  of  his  conflict,  he  looks  out  from 
his  bed  upon  his  poor  worn-out  companion 
and  her  helpless  babes ;  and  deem  him  not . 
a  man  wanting  in  fiiith,  though  he  should 
sometimes  ask,  "  How  can  all  these  be  fed 
and  trahied  when  I  am  gone  V* 

But  what  are  the  feelings  of  that  stricken 
wifel  Amid  the  cares  that  waste  her  by 
day,  the  ceaseless  claims  upon  her  thoughts 
and  her  hands,  she  may  pass  mechanically 
through  the  busy  hours,  too  much  engrossed 
and  distracted  to  suffer.  But  when  the  night 
has  laid  her  children  in  sleep,  and  she  sits 
lonely,  listening  to  the  quick  breathing  of  him 
who  has  been  to  her  so  long  the  central  ob- 
ject of  her  earthly  love— whom  she  leaned 
upon,  looked  up  to,  and  confided  in ;  and  the 
thought  of  the  coming  desolation  rolls  its 
cold  wave  over  her  soul— then  it  is,  that  her 
heart,  vacant  of  other  cares,  gives  itself  up 
to  suffering.  She  cannot  keep  out  the  fears 
of  widowhood  and  orphanage.  She  tries  to 
pray,  and  to  lay  hold  of  the  promises ;  but 
busy  thoughts  of  her  children — of  some  that 
perhaps  are  sickly,  others  that  are  reckless, 
and  of  all  needing  so  much  that  she  cannot 
do  for  them,  rush  upon  her  soul.  And  then, 
too,  memory  will  run  back  to  the  days  of  her 
youth,  to  a  father's  fire-side,  and  gather  up 
every  circumstance  of  contrast  to  aggravate 
her  present  anguish. 

O  ye,  who  enjoy  in  older  commumties  ths 
institutions  of  piety,  the  ready-made  arrange- 
ments of  organized  society,  at  the  cheap  cost 
of  merely  supporting  them,  be  mindful  of  the 
pioneer,  who  goes  away  from  all  this,  to  do 
for  others  what  your  fathers  have  done  for 
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you^to  sow  in  tears,  that  those  who  shall 
come  aAer  him  may  reap  in  joy !  Leave 
him  not  nneustained  by  your  alms  and  your 
prayers.  Leave  not  his  widow  or  his  or- 
phans, to  be  cast  out  upon  the  worid  the 
victims  of  unmitigated  want  1 


EMIGRATION. 

[From  the  St.  Lovif  Sepabliean.] 

A  few  days  since,  we  noticed  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Hon.  C.  Oakley,  of  Illinois, 
on  his  return  from  Europe.  We  learn 
that  while  Mr.  Oakley  was  in  England 
and  on  the  continent,  he  succeeded  in 
forming  a  company  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  out  emigrants  to  the  West 
From  Uie  little  we  have  gathered  of  the 
company  and  its  purposes,  we  learn  that 
it  is  constitutea  something  after'  the 
manner  of  the  company  formed  for  co- 
lonizing Australia.  When  Mr.  O.  left, 
i^^ward  of  £200,000  had  been  sub- 
scribed.  This  sum,  or  a  lai^e  porticm  of 
it,  will  be  invested  in  lands,  chiefly  in 
Illinois  and  the  territory  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin,  by  the  company.  Oflaices 
will  be  opened  in  London,  and  in  some 
principal  town  in  Germany,  for  the  sale 
of  the  lands.  Emigrants  who  purchase 
will  be  sent  out  in  ships  provided  by 
the  company,  which  will  sail  direct  for 
New-Orleans.  From  this  place,  where 
an  office  will  be  kept,  they  will  be  sent 
to  their  respective  purchases. 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  arrange- 
ment as  we  have  heard  it.  The  object 
will  be  to  send  chiefly  farmers  and 
agriculturists,  and  they  will  generally 
be  men  possessing  some  capital,  and  of 
respectable  character.  It  is  said  that 
there  are  immense  numbers  of  farmers 
in  England  and  Germany  who  are  anxi- 
ous to  reach  the  United  States,  and 
particularly  the  Western  states,  and 
are  deterred  from  coming  by  their  igno- 
rance of  how  to  get  lands  when  they 
reach  here.  If  the  project  is  carriied 
out  in  good  faith,  we  doubt  not  tl^tt  in 
this  way  a  large  addition  will  be  made 
to^e  population  and  capital  of  the  West 

It  is  stated  that  the  emififration  from 
Germany,  this  year,  to  mia  city,  to 
which  the  whole  attention  seems  to  be 
turned  throughout  the  empire,  will  be 
larger  than  in  any  previous  year. 


Mr.  Oakley,  we  understand,  made 
arrangements  in  England  for  a  large 
importation  of  improved  stock,  particu- 
larly neat  cattle.  He  brought  out  with 
him  a  very  fine  cow,  which  he  has  sent 
round  by  New-Orleans,  and  expects 
several  others  on  in  the  spring. 

We  call  attention  to  the  foregoing  extract, 
as  illustrating  one  of  the  causes  which  are 
rendering  the  moral  renovation  of  our  coun- 
try a  work  at  once  more  extensive  and  more 
difficult    Let  it  be  noted,  that 

1.  Accordmg  to  the  above,  the  public  at- 
tention throughout  Germany  has  been  ex- 
tensively called  to  the  subject  of  emigration, 
so  that  the  influx  into  the  United  States  from 
that  country  is  likely  this  year  to  be  greater 
than  ever  before. 

2.  This  emigration  is  not  to  be  left  to  the 
natural  operation  of  social  and  political 
causes ;  but  is  to  be  aMmulated  by  the  ap- 
plication of  special  motives.  Men  of  wealth 
and  influence  are  to  employ  the  power  of  or- 
ganization, with  an  array  of  agents  and  offi- 
ces in  all  those  parts  of  Europe  whence  emi- 
grants ean  be  induced  to  come. 

3.  It  is  obvious,  that  these  men  would  not 
embark  their  capital  in  this  enterprise,  and 
get  up  such  a  system  of  machinery,  were  it 
not  for  the  hope  of  making  money  by  it. 
This  it  appears  is  to  be  done  by  the  sale  of 
land  to  the  emigrants,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  them  and  their  efiects  by  ships  to 
New-Orleans,  and  thence  by  boats  up  the 
Mississippi. 

Notwithstanding  what  is  said  in  the  above 
notice  about  sending  out  emigrants  of  re- 
spectable character ;  it  will  soon  be  found, 
that  all  the  respectablity  requisite,  will  con- 
sist in  the  emigrant's  having  money  enough 
to  make  him  a  profitable  customer.  .  No 
higher  standard  of  character  will  be  regarded 
as  indispensable,  by  a  company  associated 
for  pecuniary  speculation,  and  composed  of 
individuals  widely  dispersed,  and  having  no- 
thing in  common  bat  their  interest  in  this 
enterprise. 

Such  are  the  causes  that  are  infusing  a 
large  amount  of  foreign  ingredients  into 
western  society.  The  American  churches 
have  not  only  to  provide  for  the  increase  of 
our  own  people,  but  also  to  breast  the  current 
of  evil  that  sets  upon  them  from  this  source. 
Indigenous  corruptions,  whose  origin  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1842. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


'  phases  w«  knoW)  and  which  employ  the  me- 
dium of  otur  own  language,  we  can  grapple 
with :  but  how  hard  must  it  be  to  counteract 
those  that  are  brought  to  our  shores  in  all 
the  vigor  of  maturity,  which  have  their  riise 
in  associations  and  prejudices  that  are  foreign 
to  our  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  which  are 
screened  firom  the  influence  of  our  institu- 
tions by  ignorance  of  our  language  ? 

I^  as  appears  probable,  the  influx  of  fo- 
reign population  is  to  continue  and  even  in- 


crease^  we  see  not  how  an  intdligent  and 
evangelical  religion  is  to  be  sustained  in  our 
land,  on  the  present  scale  of  Home  Mis- 
sionary effort,  and  with  the  present  mea- 
sure of  Divine  influence.  A  great  decline  m 
the  comparative  ascendency  of  truth  and 
order  must  take  place  at  no  very  distant 
day,  unless  the  Spirit  of  Gkxl  is  extensively 
poured  out  upon  the  churches  and  the  coun- 
try, and  much  moss  is  done  for  missions  to 
the  destitute  cjommunities  in  the  new  states. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  A.  H.  M.  S. 


IOWA. 

From  a  Missionary  in  Iowcl 

I  will  not  complain  of  the  Committee 
for  reducing  the  amount  of  their  appro- 
priation fifty  dollars  below  what  was 
asked ;  but  I  will  remark,  that  it  will 
be  with  difliculty  that  I  can  get  along. 
My  family  is  large,  and  entirely  depen- 
dent on  me  for  support  When  my 
church  made  the  application  they  had 
pledged  themselves  for  the  greatest 
amount  that  their  ability  would  admit, 
and  asked  for  the  least  possible  aid. 

It  was  from  no  want  of  sympathy  with 
this  missionary  or  his  people  that  the  appro- 
priation referred  to  above  was  smaller  than 
their  wants.  The  Executive  Committee 
have  issued  their  pledges  for  the  current  year 
to  a  larger  amount  than  ever  before,  and  the 
drafts  based  on  those  pledges  are  coming 
back  on  the  treasury  with  unexampled  rapi- 
dity. It  is  a  measure  not  merely  of  duty  but 
of  necessity,  that  the  scale  of  appropriation 
be  not  enlarged  until  a  general  increase  of 
receipts  shall  make  such  a  measure  safe. 


from    Rev.  W.  C.    Rankin,    Yellow 
Springs, 

1  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  22d 
September,  and  have  since  been  as 
busily  engaged  in  my  ministerial  duties 
as  circumstances  would  admit  In  our 
little  church  there  is  a  good  state  of 

20* 


feeling.  Truly  the  Lord  has  blessed 
it  for  the  past  year.  It  was  organized 
in  Sept,  1840,  and  since  then  there 
have  been  added  26  members — 19  by 
profession,  and  7  by  letter..  Bfesides  our 
Sabbath  services,  which  consist  of  a 
Bible  class  (the  Sabbath  school  is  dis- 
continued for  the  winter,)  and  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,,  we  have  a 
young  men's  weekly  prayer  meeting, 
and  a  meeting  of  the  congregation  for 
prayer,  besides  the  monthly  concert.  I 
nave  visited  several  destitute  places, 
and  preached  to  them  the  word  of  Jife. 
At  Black  Hawk  village,  14  miles  dis- 
tant, I  have  organized  a  Presbyterian 
church  of  nine  members,  and  expect 
mcn-e  will  be  added  soon.  Since  I  ar- 
rived on  the  field,  sixteen  members 
have  been  added  to  the  church  by  letter 
and  three  by  profession. 


WISCONSIN. 

From  Rev,  S,  Baker,  Lisbon^  MUwau^ 
kie  CO, 

COMMENCEMENT  OF  ▲  MISSION. 

I  left  the  state  of  New- York,  July 
14thv  and  arrived  in  this  territory  on  the 
14th  of  August,  and  commenced  preach- 
ing on  Sabbath  the  22d.  With  the  ad- 
vice of  brother  Peet,  my  labors  have 
been  continued  here  and  at  Summit,.  14 
miles  west  from  this  place.  The  church 
in  Lisbon  is  Congregational^  and  is  situ^ 
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ated  17  miles  west  from  Milwaukie,  and 
8  miles  north  of  Prairieville.  The  town 
embraces  about  three  hundred  inhabit- 
ants, and  there  is  no  other  church  in  the 
town,  e;ccept  a  small  class  of  Methodists, 
consisting  of  seven  or  eight  members. 
The  church,  when  I  commenced  labor 
with  them,  numbered  twenty-four,  in  a 
low  state.  There  were  some  who  main- 
tained the  life  and  spirit  of  prayer, 
«nd  were  looking  to  God  with  out- 
stretched hands  for  a  minister.  You  may 
imagine  their  joy  at  my  arrival,  which 
they  were  expecting,  having  received 
information  from  brother  Peet  Since  I 
came,  four  have  been  added  to  the  church 
by  letter  from  Scotland.  The  inhabit- 
ants, generally,  tak^  some  interest  in 
Ihe  preaching.  The  congregation  is 
respectable  both  as  to  number  and  at- 
tention to  the  word.  The  church  has 
continued  from  its  organization  to  main- 
tain a  weekly  prayer  and  conference 
meeting.  These  meetings,  for  some 
weeks  past,  have  been  attended  with  in* 
creasing  interest  One  person  now  in- 
dulges a  hope  of  salvation,  and  gives 
good  evidence.  Two  weeks  since,  he 
was  in  the  way  to  death,  but  now  he 
seems  to  be  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  Three 
others  have  come  forward  for  prayer,  and 
others  are  begging  to  inquire  what  they 
must  do  to  be  saved  ;  my  heart  is  en- 
couraged to  hope  that  God  will  bless  us 
with  our  hearts'  desire  that  salvation 
may  come  to  this  people. 

About  three  miles  from  our  place  of 
worship  in  this  town,  is  a  considerable 
settlement,  at  the  outlet  of  Pewaukie 
lake,  where  several  families  reside,  who 
are  members  of  this  church.  I  preach 
in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  that  I 
preach  here.  Pewaukie  will  be  in  time 
a  place  of  some  business,  on  account  of 
water  power.  The  people  wish  to  have 
a  church  fwmed  there,  and  I  think  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  they  can  sustain 
one.  The  people  are  sober,  industrious 
and  enterprising;  the  country  is  in- 
creasing rapidly,  and  wherever  churches 
are  organized,  there  the  sober,  the  moral 
christians  love  to  build  their  cabins. 

FORESTALLING  THE  ENEMY. 

I  have  often  thought  since  I  came 
here»  how  much  better  is  prevention  than 
the  cure.  I  hear  frequent  inquiries  made 


«*  What  kind  of  society  have  you  ?  Hare 
you  a  church  and  minister  1"  &c  Yes, 
blessed  be  the  God  of  Israel,  emigrants 
here  no  sooner  find  a  place  to  stop,  than 
they  are  now  met  by  religious  influence, 
and  if  they  are  Christians,  they  meet  a 
kindred  spirit  But  this  was  not  the  case 
two  years  ago,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  so  generally  through  the  territory; 
I  speak  of  the  part  in  which  I  am  most 
acquainted.  I  have  been  credibly  in- 
formed, that  till  within  two  years,  even 
professors  of  religion  had  so  little  regard 
for  the  Sabbath  and  sanctuary,  that  they 
were  not  known  to  the  world  as  such. 
Indeed,  I  know  some  such  instances. 
I  will  mention  one  instance  of  a  man 
who  was  a  member  of  a  church  at  the 
East,  and  is  now  a  respected  member 
here,  who,  at  one  time,  going  to  meeting 
on  the  Sabbath,  carried  his  gun,  and  on 
his  way  killed  some  game,  and  hung  it 
in  a  tree,  and  hid  his  gun,  and  after  meet- 
ing carried  both  home.  But  through 
your  Society,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven, 
the  times  of  such  darkness  is  passing 
away.  How  can  this  western  world  do 
without  missionary  societies  1 


From  Rev.  iV.  Kingsbury^  PrauiemUe* 

STEADY    AND     ENCOURAGING   ADVANCE- 
MENT. 

The  interest  in  religious  meetkagi^ 
has  been  increasing  for  two  months 
past  Some  have  seemed  to  feel  as  if 
the  cloud  of  mercy  were  jusjt  ready  to 
break  upon  us.  iBut  as  yet  our  faith 
and  prayers  have  enabled  us  to  get  only 
a  few  drops.  Our  Sabbath  school  is 
well  attended,  and  considerable  interest 
is  felt  in  the  Bible  class. 

The  church  appear  to  feel  very  grate- 
ful for  the  aid  afforded  them.  We  get 
enough  here  to  live  comfortably,  be- 
cause we  can  raise  the  necessary  arti- 
cles from  the  soil.  But  money  is  be- 
yond our  reach.  We  cannot  make  it,^ 
and  we  cannot  buy  it 

RELIEF  AFFORDED  BY  MISSIONARY  BOXES. 

Sometimes  I  think  for  a  moment,  that 
I  had  better  return  to  New-England 
where  I  can  get  a  little  money  with 
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wan  easei.  and  procme  me  some  clothes. 
But  in  this  western  land  I  have  been 
called  to  kiy  the  bones  of  my  devoted 
wife,  and  I  believe  many  have  blessed 
her  memory,  and  here  I  think  I  am 
willing  to  lay  my  bones  if  I  can  do  any 
thin|r  towards  building  the  foundation 
of  Zion. 

I  have  had  the  tenderest  cord  of  gra^ 
titude  in  my  heart  to  eastern  Christians, 
and  I  hope  to  God,  touched  recently  by 
the  reception  of  sotne  articles  of  cloth- 
ing sent  by  our  eastern  friends  to  the 
care  of  your  agent.  Rev.  Mr.  Peet,  for 
the  benefit  of  ministers  in  this  territory. 
I  hope  I  have  been  as  thankful  that  my 
good  brethren  around  me  have  been 
made  comfortable  by  the  liberality  of 
our  eastern  friends,  as  I  have  been 
that  a  share  has  fallen  to  me.  Nor 
are  we  encouraged  in  our  work  only 
by  the  amount  of  timely  aid  we  have 
received  from  our  distant  friends,  but 
also  by  the  thought  that  we  are  not 
forgotten  by  them — and  from  the  ex- 
pectation that  they  will  pray  from  the 
heart  for  the  success  of  those  whom 
they  labor  with  their  hands  to  clothe. 

We  trust  that  as  we  are  shielded  in 
our  excursions  by  day  from  the  chilling 
Uasts  of  these  prairies,  and  in  our  rest 
by  night  from  the  piercing  cold,  by  such 
free  will  offerings,  many  heart-felt 
prayers  for  our  kind  benefactors  will  be 
registered  in  heaven. 


From  Rev.  L.  Hall,  Walworth,  Wis.  Ter. 

FIONEEBINe* 

We  know  not  what  more  appropriate 
title  than  this  to  give  to  such  accuuats 
as  the  following,  which  tells  the  details 
of  missionary  effort  by  which  (organized 
society  is  gradually  evolved  from  the  ill- 
assorted  materials  scattered  over  a  new 
country.  This  is  a  toilsome  kind  of  labor, 
and  humble  in  the  eye  of  man  i  but  it  is  great 
in  its  resalts ;  as  will  be  seen  in  future  yeus, 
and  especially  in  the  last  day,  when  they 
who  have  laid  (oimdations  shall  be  honored 
as  well  as  they  who  "  bring  forth  the  top 
stone  with  shoutings." 

The  church  at  the  Virginia  settle- 


ment has  received  an  accession  ci 
seven  members  smce  my  last  report  f 
four  by  letter  and  three  by  profession. 
During  the  year,  seventeen  were  added* 
One  member  having  removed  to  Wis^ 
cousin,  has  been  dismissed.  The  pre- 
sent number  of  the  church  is  fifty-six. 

TEACHING  THE  BIBLE. 

The  Bible  class  still  continues  to  be 
interesting  and  profitable.  I  coadiict  it 
now  somewhat  in  a  different  maimer 
from  what  I  did  formerly.  I  give  outa 
question  fcnr  the  members  df  the  class 
to  answer  from  the  Bible,  e.  ^.,  **  Is  ther 
future  and  endless  punishment  of  the 
wicked,  a  doctrine  of  the  Bible  V  Tbi* 
was  our  first  question,  and  it  was  sug- 
gested by  preachers  of  the  UniversaiSt 
denomination  coming  into  the  neigh- 
borhood. Other  errorists  have  occasion- 
ally  come,  and  I  have  iinproved  the  oc- 
casion by  presenting  subjects  which 
brought  up  their  errors  in  review.^ 
Thus  almost  all  the  important  truths  of 
the  scriptures  have  been  examined ; 
and  I  think  that  the  members  and  others 
who  do  not  take  an  active  part  (we 
have  sometimes  firom  seventy-five  to  aa 
hundred  present)  have  been  very  much 
enlightened  and  ocafirmed  in  the  tmth. 

There  is  a  weekly  prayer  meeting 
which  is  tolerably  well  attended.  The 
monthly  concert  is  also  observed,  when 
there  is  a  collection  taken  up  for  the 
benefit  of  Missions.  Considerable  has 
been  done  to  supply  those  in  the  county 
who  are  destitute  of  the  Bible;  they 
have  also  raised  tw^ve  dollars  and 
thirty-seven  cents  for  the  A.  H.  M.  So- 
ciety. The  attendance  on  preaching  is 
good ;  we  have  as  many  on  a  favorable 
day  as  our  log  achooUhouse  will  accom- 
modate. 

I  have  not  yet  fcnrmed  a  church  on 
the  Nippersink.  There  have  three 
Presbyterian  families  recently  settled 
in  that  neighborhood,  an4  I  think  that 
they  will  be  able  to  raise  sixty  or  se- 
venty dollars  the  ensuing  year  for  the 
support  of  the  Gospel  They  were 
wishing  to  have  me  preach  with  them 
one  h^df  of  the  time,  but  I  had  previ<* 
ously  agreed  with  the  church  at  the 
Virginia  settlement  to  labor  with  them 
one  half  of  the  year,  and  one  fourth  of 
the  time  at  the  Diggens'  Settlement 


Digitized  by  VjOQSI^ 


236 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


February, 


where  I  preached  last  year ;  eo  I  must 
either  leave  them  or  the  congregation 
on  the  Nippersink.  It  was  impossible 
to  leave  the  former  as  they  are  few  and 
very  feeble ;  and  should  I  leave  them, 
the  ground  would  be  given  up.  I  have 
not  as  yet  formed  a  church  there,  but 
shall  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit The  attendance  on  meeting  is 
ffood,  and  I  trust  that  in  this  neighbor 
hood  a  permanent  church  will  eventu- 
ally be  established. 

I  have  just  commenced  preaching  in 
the  S.  W.  part  of  the  county  of  M^Hen- 
ry,  in  Illinois,  and  have  had  large  ccm- 
gregations.  This  is  on  the  Eishwaukee, 
and  in  the  most  populous  part  of  the 
county.  By  visiting,  I  found  eight  pro- 
fessors of  religion ;  four  who  have  been 
members  at  the  East,  three  who  be- 
longed to  Presbyterian  churches  in 
Scotland,  and  one  who  is  a  member  of 
a  Dutch  Reformed  church. 

I  have  engaged  to  preach  with  them 
one  fourth  part  of  my  time,  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  winter  thus  far  has  been  very 
mild;  there  are  about  four  inches  of 
snow  and  ice  upon  the  ground  which 
make  excellent  sleighing ;  we  have  but 
little  snow  in  this  country  in  any  year. 
I  should  judge  that  about  12  inches  fell 
in  all  last  year.  The  past  season  was 
very  fruitful,  all  kinds  of  grain  is  in 
plenty  and  at  low  prices.  The  season 
has  been  very  favorable  to  health,  and 
in  fact  the  country  is  as  healthful  as 
any  with  which  I  have  been  acquainted. 


**  NONE    BUT   AN  ALMIGHTY    SAVIOUR." 

From  a  Missionary  in  Wisconsin, 

In  the  early  part  of  the  last  quarter 
we  had  a  case  of  hopeful  conversion 
here  c^  much  interest  to  us.  A  man 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  who  was  from 
Massachusetts,  had  resided  here  some 
months,  and  was  known  as  a  Unitarian. 
Owing  to  some  peculiar  circumstances 
he  became  alarmed  for  his  soul,  and 
frankly  opened  his  mind  to  me  and  oth- 
ers. He  was  in  great  distress  for  seve- 
ral days.  At  length  he  obtained  relief; 
not,  however,  till  he  had  renounced  his 
Unitarian  sentiments.    He  said  ^mme 


bu^  an  Almighty  ^iviour  would  answer 
his  purpose."  He  attended  several 
meetings  with  us  after  he  had  embraced 
the  Saviour,  and  appeared  well.  He 
soon  returned  to  the  East  blessing  the 
Lord  that  he  had  ever  come  to  Wiscon- 
sin; and  I  bless  God  that  I  was  here  to 
witness  this  glorious  display  of  his 
grace. 


ILLINOIS. 

PEESECUTION  FOE  RIGHTEOUSNESS*  SAKE. 

There  are  not  a  few  indications  that  Qod 
means  to  sift  the  ministry,  and  by  trial  of 
their  love  and  their  simple  £EUth  in  him,'tft 
pr^are  them  ia  enter  upon  a  glonauB  course 
of  gathering  this  ^eat  people  to  himself. 
There  is  no  feature  in  the  moral  aspect  of 
this  country,  that  looks  more  as  if  God  were 
preparing  to  work  a  mighty  .work  among  us, 
than  the  discipline  to  which  the  heralds  of 
salvation  have  been  of  late  subjected.  A 
large  share  of  the  ministry,  especially  in  the 
West,  have  felt  themselves  to  be  in  circum- 
stances of  trial — some  from  disunion  and 
changes  among  their  peq>le;  some  from 
being  thrown  out  of  their  accustomed  con- 
nexions ;  but  more  from  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  which  has  borne  more  heavily  on  them 
than  almost  any  other  class  of  citizens,  since 
the  support  of  the  Gospel  is  so  commonly 
made  to  wait  till  all  other  claims  have  had  a 
hearing. 

But  there  are  not  wanting  still  severer 
tests  of  the  faith  and  patience  of  the  minis- 
ters of  Christ.  The  public  prints  have 
chronicled  the  death  ef  two  or  three  clergy- 
men at  the  South  and  West  by  vidlence, 
within  the  space  of  a  few  months.  The 
case  which  we  record  below  is  another  proof, 
that  ministers  and  the  people  of  God  must 
expect  to  have  their  principles  and  love  for 
his  cause  tested  by  personal  sacrifices  and 
dangers.  This  is  especially  true  of  those 
who  are  called  to  labor  on  the  frontiers, 
whither  the  violent  and  abandoned  of  the 
East  resort,  and  where  Lynch  law  so  often 
supersedes  the  forms  and  rights  of  organized 
society. 

We  can  assure  our  afiUcted  missionary  of 
the  prayers  and  sympathy  of  his  brethren 
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and  friends  at  the  Bast— a  aympathy  that 
we  trust  will  show  itself  by  substantial  to- 
kens. 

From  Rev.  J.  Wiicox,  C^eneseOf  Henry 
Co, 

Another  three  months  has  passed 
rapidly  away,  during  which  iQUch  has 
transpired  cdculated  to  quicken  us  ia 
duty,  humble  us  before  God,  and  lead^ 
us  to  inquire  why  it  is  that  He  deals 
thus  with  us ;  f<^  we  do  most  fiilly  be- 
lieve that  every  opening  providence,  as 
well  as  his  plainly  revealed  word,  is 
designed  to  reprove,  rebuke  and  inspire 
us  with  new  devotion  to  his  service, 
which  we  pray  may  have  this  effect 
with  us.  Since  my  last,  three  of  our 
beloved  youth  have  come  out  from  the 
world,  mauifested  godly  sorrow  for  their 
sins,  and  publicly  professed  their  faith 
in  Christ,  and  ccnnmemorated  his  dying 
love.  Others  seemed  to  feel  solemn 
and  thoughtful,  and  no  doubt  intellectu- 
ally assented  that  they  ought  to  do  like- 
wise. The  Sabbath  following — by  an 
earnest  request  on  the  pa^  of  a  feeble 
neighboring  church,  fifteen  miles  dis- 
tant that  had  not  enjoyed  the  preached 
word  more  than  once  or  twice  the  past 
year,  I  preached  and  administered  the 
Lord's  supper.  And  on  my  return, 
Monday  morning,  I  found  that  the  only 
frame  bam  of  any  considerable  size, 
yet  erected  among  us,  in  and  around 
which  was  gathered  all  the  grain  in  the 
whole  settlement,  with  the  exception 
of  thirty  or  forty  bushels,  amounting, 
as  estimated,  to  one  thousand  bushels 
of  wheat — ^had  been  fired  by  some  vile 
incendiary  while  my  people  were  as- 
sembled fat  worship,  and  almost  in- 
stantly consumed,  and  with  it  most  of 
the  earnings  of  their  hard  toils  for  the 
past  year.  This  was  the  first  year  that 
a  full  supply  of  grain  far  the  people, 
with  some  surplus,  had  been  raised 
amopg  us  ;  and  to  have  it  thus  suddenly 
ai^  wantonly  destroyed,  was  to  many 
of  us  truly  distressing,  as  the  long  win- 
ter was  approaching  and  many  families 
had  no  means  of  purchasing,  nor  were 
surifounded  by  rich  and  fore-handed 
farmers,  ready  to  contribute  to  their 
wants  firom  full  granaries.  Others 
had  depended  upon  the  surplus  of  their 
produce  to  famish  their  families  with 


necessary  clothing  for  winter,  which 
could  be  done  by  drawing  their  wheat 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  to  Chicaj^ 

Two  young  men  of  suspicious  cmi- 
racter,  one  a  non-resident,  were  soon 
suspected  and  arrested,  when  one  of 
them  turned  state's  evidence,  and  re» 
vealed  all  the  facts.  It  seems  they  had 
purposed  to  desecrate  that  Sabbath  by 
riding  to  a  neighboring  settlement  and 
seeking  their  own  pleasure ;  and  to  this 
end,  <^ed  veij  early  that  m(»ming 
upon  several  different  individuals,  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  to  hire  their  horses, 
but  were  refused  on  the  grom:^  that 
thev  could  not  thus  sanction  the  gross 
violation  of  the  Sabbath.  This  wholly 
defeated  their  plans,  and  hence,  they 
formed  the  deliberate  purpose  of  re- 
venge on  what  they  termed  ^a  d-~d 
christian  set,"  by  firing  their  buildings 
and  consuming  all  their  hard  earnings 
for  the  past  year. 

About  a  week  after  they  were  ar- 
rested, and  one  of  them  committed  to 
prison  to  await  his  trial  next  spring — all 
of  which  took  place  during  my  alMsence 
from  my  family  to  attend  the  annual 
meeting  of  synod,  nearly  one  hundred 
miles  distant— on  the  last  Saturday 
night  of  October,  being  very  dark  and 
tempestiK^us,  my  familv  were  aroused 
from  their  midnight  slumbers  by  the 
cry  of  fire*  My  little  bam  and  the 
sheds  connected  with  it,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  my  horse  and  cows, 
were  all  in  flames,  and  together  with 
most  of  my  little  stock  of  hay  for  a 
long  winter,  my  grain  and  fowls,  were 
all  consumed.  A  small  part  of  the  hay 
and  grain  in  the  sheaf,  being  in  separate 
stacks,  my  people  succeeded  in  saving. 
But  this  did  not  sufiSice,  for  on  the  Mon- 
day niffht  following,  before  my  family 
had  fuUy  retired,  when  the  weather  was 
equally  tempestuous,  one  of  the  re- 
maining stacks  of  hay,  together  with 
the  grain,  burst  into  a  fl^ne,  and  all 
were  consumed.  A  small  stack  of  hay 
being  separate,  was  still  preserved. 
Upon  this,  three  brothers  of  the  incen- 
diary who  bumed  the  bam  first  men- 
tioned, living  from  eight  to  twelve  miles- 
from  us,  were  arrested  upon  suspicion, 
and  bound  over  for  triaL  This  was  on 
Wednesday  following,  and  when  dis- 
charged upon  giving  bonds,  on  passing 
my  house  they  shouted  and  threatenea 
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revenge ;  and  scarcely  had  the  darkness 
of  that  evening  closed  in,  when  the 
onlv  remaining  vestige  of  all  my  win- 
ter's provision  for  my  cows  and  horse, 
was  lighted  into  a  flame.  The  day 
following,  just  at  evening,  I  arrived 
home.  My  son,  a  mere  lad,  in  passing 
through  an  adjoining  corn.^field,  some 
twenty  or  thirty  rods  from  the  house, 
had  just  discovered  a  ruffian  armed  with 
dirk  and  pistols,  and  in  every  way  ac- 
coutred as  an  incendiaiy  and  murderer, 
waiting,  it  would  seem,  for  the  darkness 
of  ni^bt  to  shield  him  from  view,  that 
he  might  fire  my  dwelling,  as  this  alone 
now  remained.  But  before  the  alarm 
could  be  given  he  fled. 

You  can  better  imagine  than  I  can 
describe,  the  feelings  of  my  terrified 
and  afflicted  family  upon  my  arrival, 
fearing  every  night  when  they  lay  down 
to  res^  that  they  might  awake,  if  awaked 
at  all,  in  the  midst  of  flames.  But  why 
these  malicious  attempts  should  be  di- 
rected against  me  or  my  family  during 
my  absence,  I  know  not,  except,  that  I 
lived  a  little  remote  from  others,  and 
have  endeavored  to  sustain  the  sacred 
claims  of  the  holy  Sabbath,  by  preaching 
and  practice,  and  church  discipline,  and 
by  doing  what  I  could  to  create  a  public 
sentiment  among  and  around  us  in  favor 
of  its  strict  observance,  which  clashed 
with  the  purposes  and  plans  of  the  first 
incendiary,  and  thus  called  up  the  ire 
of  his  associates  and  friends*  I  have 
visited  their  families  in  times  of  sick- 
ness and  affliction,  and  endeavored  to 
administer  for  their  support  and  profit 
the  consolations  of  religion,  and  feel 
disposed  to  do  the  same  again.  Our 
total  loss,  during  all  these  incendiary 
movements,  will  not  be  less  than  $1500, 
the  heaviest  proportion  of  which  will 
fall  on  one  of  my  leading  elders,  whose 
decision  in  favor  of  the  Sabbath  has 
always  been  highly  commendable.  My 
own  loss  will  be  about  $200,  which  it 
seemed  I  was  unable  to  bear.  But  it 
is  the  Lord,  and  therefore  right  We 
rejoice  to  sufier  for  him,  as  far  as  his  in- 
finite  wisdom  and  goodness  direct ;  and 
all  we  ask,  is  for  grace,  that  when  we 
are  reviled  we  may  not  revile  again, 
and  when  persecuted  we  may  not  threa- 
ten, but  commit  ourselves  to  him  that 
judgeth  righteously. 


Timely  Relief. 

But  even  in  the  midst  of  these  exci- 
ting scenes,  when  it  seemed  that  we 
ourselves  and  all  we  had  were  deliv- 
ered into  the  hands  of  the  adversanr, 
and  one  messenger  of  destruction  trode 
quickly  upon  the  heels  of  another,  and 
aU  our  stinted  resources  that  were  left 
and  needed  to  obtain  clothing  to  shield 
my  large  family  from  the  inclemency  of 
a  long  and  approaching  winter,  must  be 
diverted  to  buy  our  bread  and  keep  our 
stock  from  perishing,  we  received  a 
small  donation  of  family  clothing 
through  brother  Bascom,  being  a  part 
of  a  box  sent  him  through  your  So- 
ciety, from  the  Worthington  and  Ken- 
sington Society,  Berlin,  Connecticut. 
For  this,  we  wish  through  you  to  tender 
them  our  most  unfeign^  thanks,  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  rewarded  a  hundred 
fold  into  their  own  bosom  both  with  spi- 
ritual and  temporal  blessings,  for  the 
thoughts  of  compassion  upon  the  poor 
and  afflicted  missionaries  of  the  far 
West — laboring  almost  single-handed 
and  alone,  in  me  midst  of  wastes  and 
desolating  wickedness. 


IMPORTANCE  OF  BEmO  GBOXJHDED  IN  THE 
FAITH. 

We  have  had  to  struggle  against  error 
and  opposition.  There  has  been,  during^ 
the  last  year,  a  strenuous  effort  made  to 
plant  the  seeds  of  error.  We  have  been 
assailed  by  UniversaliSts,  Campbellites 
and  Mormons.  Universalism  has  many 
advocates,  but  it  is  less  popular  than 
formerly.  Two  or  three  Campbellite 
preachers  have  explored  our  territory, 
and  after  gaining  one  female  proselyte 
from  the  ignorant  class,  have  d^eited 
the  ground.  No  less  than  three  Mor- 
mon preachers  have  been  prowling^ 
around,  and  in  the  midst  of  us,  but  have 
gone  away  discouraged,  their  efforts 
proving  an  entire  failure.  A  consider- 
able proportion  of  the  professors  of 
religion  in  this  community  are  firm  in 
the  belief,  and  strong  in  their  attach- 
ment to  the  fandamental  doctrines  of 
the  Bible.  Hence  they  are  prepared  to 
resist  the  efBartB  of  mose  who  woulii 
subvert  the  gospel  of  Christ 
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SEND   TfiEM  NOT  EMPTY  AWAY. 

This  society  has  sustained  some  losses 
by  deaths  and  removals  during  the  year. 
In  order  to  sustain  the  Gospel  here,  some 
assistance  will  be  needed  and  solicited 
from  your  Society  for  the  coming  year, 
and,  perhaps,  for  a  longer  term.  1  be- 
lieve this  church  are  willing  to  do  what 
in  ^em  lies  for  the  support  of  the 
Gospelf  s^d  I  do  hope  that  when 
they  extend  their  imploring  hands 
for  help,  they  will  tiot  be  sent  empty 
away.  In  addition  to  the  subscriptions 
of  my  people  for  my  salary,  something 
will  be  raised  for  your  Society,  and  also 
for  Foreign  Missions. 


DONATION  VISITS  TO  THE  MISSIONARIES. 

I  received  a  share  from  the  boxes  of 
clothing  sent  to  the  care  of  brother 
Bascom,  apd  was  truly  grateful  for  the 
timely  ^id  thus  furnished.  A  pair  of 
socks,  a  piece  of  cloth,  or  any  article  of 
wearing  apparel,  is  very  acceptable  to 
missionaries  in  a  community  where 
these  articles  are  scarce^  and  where  it 
iU  almost  impossible  to  raise  a  dollar  in 
money.  I  hope  that  the  plan  of  prepar- 
ing boxes  of  clothing  for  Home  Mission- 
aries will  be  borne  in  mind  this  winter. 
It  will  be  a  good  substitute  for  minis^ 
terial  donation  visits  which  prevail  so 
extensively  at  the  East,  but  which  are 
almost  unknown  here.  The  great  and 
distressing  toant  of  books  among  many 
of  the  western  missionaries,  I  trust,  will 
also  be  borne  in  mind.  I  hardly  see  a 
brother  minister  who  does  not  deeply 
feel  and  regret  this  destitution.  But 
few  of  us  are  able  to  take  the  standard 
Periodicals  and  Reviews,  which  are  so 
valued  by  ministers.  The  Missionary 
Herald  and  Mother's  Magazine  have 
been  sent  to  my  family  by  a  society  in 
New- York  the  last  year,  and  very 
thankfully  received. 

When  I  see  advertisements  of  new 
and  valuable  books,  and  the  contents  of 
the  American  Biblical  Repository,  and 
'  other  works  of  kindred  character,  I  feel 
as  though  I  could  not  do  without  them; 
but  still  the  want  of  means  compels  me 
to  remain  destitute.  I  thank  you  for  the 
pamphlets  you  sent  me  from  your  office. 


FrxmlUv.  R.  N.  Wright,  Belvidere. 

ENC0T7BAGIN0  FBOSFfiCTS. 

Immediate  results,  of  a  very  cheering 
nature,  have  not  in  many  instances  been 
apparent.  Yet  enough  good  is  seen  to 
feed  our  hopes  and  to  call  forth  our  ener- 
gies, and,  we  trust,  to  excite  our  grati- 
tude* The  attendance  on  public  wor- 
ship has  been  good.  Our  meetings  for 
prayer  have  been  sustained.  Our  Sab- 
bath school  loses  nothing  in  interest. 
And  the  cause  of  good  morals  through- 
out the  community  generally,  it  is 
believed,  is  on  the  advance.  More  than 
all  this,  some  among  us,  we  trust, during 
the  last  quarter,  have  been  born  of  God. 
We  have  received  in  this  time  to  the 
communion  of  our  church  ten  persons ; 
all  on  examination.  Some  of  them  had 
been  till  lately  in  a  measure  indififerent, 
though  trusting  perhaps  to  an  old  hope. 
Others  were  without  hope.  But  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  able  to  reach  both  the 
unrenewed  and  the  backslider ;  and  we 
ascribe  all  the  change  to  him.  They 
now  with  gratitude  rejoice  in  the  pri- 
vilege of  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and 
of  coming  around  the  table  that  cele- 
brates his  redeeming  love.  O  that  these 
first  fruits  might  speedily  be  succeeded 
by  a  glorious  harvest  \ 

A  PEOPLE  WILLING  TO  HELP  THEM' 
SELVES. 

Our  people  are  making  strenuous 
efforts  to  raise  money  sufficient  to  erect 
a  house  of  worship.  If  they  succeed  the 
work  will  be  commenced  early  in  the 
spring.  Thus  far  efforts  are  crowned 
with  unexpected  success.  But,  for  a 
new  settlement  like  this,  scarcely  five 
years  old,  to  erect  a  commodious  public 
building,  such  as  are  now  really  needed, 
is  no  small  undertaking.  It  is,  however, 
animating  to  the  Christian  to  hear,  what, 
in  more  tiian  one  instance^  I  have  heard 
from  some  of  our  people,  viz., "  We  have 
concluded  we  are  wilhng  to  live  one 
year  longer  in  our  log  house,  if  by  that 
means  we  may  succeed  in  having  a 
meeting-house."  In  a  community  where 
such  a  sentiment  prevails*  I  have  no 
fear  that  meeting-houses  will  long  be 
wanting. 

The  people  of  this  vicinity  are  regard- 
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ing  with  special  interest,  the  cause  of 
education,  besides  an  attention  to  pri- 
mary schools,  which  is  felt  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance ;  tliey  have  nearly- 
completed  an  academy  edifice  of  suitable 
dimensi(ms,  in  which  a  school  is  to  be 
opened  with  the  new  year,  for  instruction 
in  the  branches  usually  taught  in  the 
academies  of  our  land. 

This  institution  was  •  projected  at  the 
commencement  of  our  settlement,  and 
has  been  urged  forward  by  the  efforts  of 
the  Baptist  society  in  this  place ;  but 
our  own  denomination  and  others  now 
co-operate  with  them. 


hjlBD  times. 

To  give  you  some  idea  of  the  scarcity 
of  money  I  will  just  state  a  fact ;  within 
m  few  weeks  past  I  have  been  called 
up<Mi  to  marry  two  couples.  The  first 
gave  me  a  fee  of  $10,  in  two  orders 
on  the  state  treasury,  but  as  there  is  no 
money  there  the  orders  are  not  worth  a 
cent ;  I  could  not  get  a  pound  of  tea  for 
the  whole  amount  The  other  stated 
that  he  had  no  money,  but  he  would  see 
me  and  satisfy  me  for  my  trouble  at  some 
other  time. 

We  need  many  things  which  we  can- 
not obtain  for  the  want  of  means.  And 
I  should  have  written  to  you  long  since 
to  distribute  to  our  necessities  from  the 
donations  made  in  clothing,  if  I  had  not 
feared  that  there  were  others  who  were 
still  more  needy.  As  for  bread  and  meat 
we  have  a  plenty,  and  have  great  reason 
to  bless  the  Lord  that  we  shall  be  fed. 
I  feel  confident  that  He  will  take  care 
of  us,  he  never  has  forsaken  us ;  and  if 
we  put  our  trust  in  him,  never  will. 


GERMAN  MISSION. 

From  Rev.  Joseph  Riegert  Highkmd^ML 

The  preaching  of  the  Oospel  is  at- 
tended by  a  considerable  number  both 
of  Protestants  and  Catholics.  Many  of 
^e  latter  freely  confess  that  they  are  no 
more  Roman  Catholics.  Our  place  was 
visited  some  weeks  since  by  a  priest, 
who  had  a  considerable  quantity  of  **holy 
bones,"  as  he  termed  them,  (relics,)  and 


a  still  greater  quantity  of  lies  by  which 
he  pretended  to  do  miracles.  He  had  to 
dispute  with  many  who  told  him  that 
thev  did  not  believe  in  sudi  things. 
Only  a  small  number  adhered  to  him« 
of  those  who  had  come  lately  from  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Baden«  in  Germany. 
He  ofbred  to  come  once  every  mondi 
if  they  would  pay  hnn,  but  they  were  too 
few  and  too  poor  to  raise  sufficient 
I  find  that  his  visit  has  dcnie  consider- 
ably in  our  favor. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  in  October,  I 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  German 
evangelical  ministers '  of  the  West,  at 
Femme  Osage,  in  Missouri,  about  54 
miles  above  St  Louis.  A  new  meeting- 
house was  dedicated  on  this  occasion, 
and  it  was  a  time  of  refreshing  for  that 
congregation  and  for  us.  Several  other 
meeting-houses  are  building  at  present, 
indicating  considerable  zealfor  religion, 
whilst  on  the  other  hand  its  enemies  are 
engaged  in  spreading  the  poison  of  in- 
fidehty.  Besides  Highland,  I  have 
preached  several  times  at  other  places. 
We shallhave for  this  winter  a  society 
of  young  men  engaged  in  pursuing  in 
the  eveningps  the  study  of  geometi^, 
algebra,  and  pneumatics,  and  twice  m 
every  week  addresses  on  various  su6» 
jects  will  be  delivered.  I  rejoice  at  this, 
for  it  keeps  them  from  falling  into  mis- 
chief. 

Besides  my  ministerial  duties,  I  shall 
for  this  winter  be  engaged  in  teaching 
a  small  number  of  German  children,  and 
preparing  a  catechism  to  print  for  the 
Grermans. 


INDIANA. 

From  Rev.  P.  8.  Ckland,  Crreenwood 
and  New  Providence. 

I  have  been  prevented  from  writing 
by  engagements  in  ministering  to  the 
interests  of  immortal  souls.  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  reporting  a  work  of  grace 
among  the  people  of  my  chaise.  Since 
I  last  wrote  you,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  persons  have  indulged  the  pleas- 
ing confidence  that  their  sins  have  been 
psmloned  through  the  blood  of  Christ 
In  July,  I  administered  the  ordinance  of 
the  Lord's  supper  to  a  young  lady  who 
had  bemi  confined  for  severaLmonths  to  a 
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sick  couch,  and  who  has  since  died  leav- 
ing comforting  evidence  that  for  her  to.die 
has  been  great  gain.    In  August,  a  few 
persons  in  the  New  Providence  church 
hopefully  passed  from  death  unto  life. 
In  the  Greenwood  church,  we  now  have 
cheering  indications  of  the  presence  of 
the  Divine  Spirit   Our  communion  sea- 
son, which  has  just  past,  has  been  one  of 
interest  unparalleled  here.    The  people 
of  God  had  sweet  communion  with  the 
Father  of  their  ^irits  and  the  Savior  of 
their  souls.  .  Five  persons,  recently  in- 
dulging hopes  of  acceptance  with  G6d, 
joined  themselves  to  his  people.    At  the 
close  of  divine  service  on  that  Sabbath 
evening,  such  seemed  to  be  the  interest 
awakened  in  the  minds  of  the  people  on 
the    subject  of   religion,  that   it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  continue  religious 
services  on  Monday  morning.    Accord- 
ingly, an  inquiry  meetgig  was  appointed 
at  an  early  hour,  which  was  attended  by 
quite  a  number  of  persons,  some  of  whom 
expressed  their  hope  in  God,  and  others 
felt  that  they  were  in  the  gall  of  bitter- 
ness and  bonds  of    iniquity.      Imme- 
diately after  this  meeting  a  sermon  was 
preached  by  my  aged  father,  at  the  close 
of  which  a  scene  of  surpassing  interest 
was  witnessed.    Every  impenitent  per- 
son in  the  house,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two,  publicly  requested  the 
prayers  of  God's  people  in  their  behalf. 
Some  of  them  cried  out  in  bitterness  of 
soul  for  mercy.   Every  eye  was  suffused 
with  tears,  and  every  heart  fiill  of  deep 
emotion.  AH  felt  that  God  was  present, 
and  that  this  was  his  house.    Much  of 
the  excitement  may  have  been  the  out- 
bursting  of  s)rmpathy.     Still  I  have  no 
doubt  much  of  it  was  the  result  of  the 
Spirit's  work  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
At  an  inquiry  meeting  held  subsequent^ 
ly,  of  some  14  persons  who  came  to  con- 
verse with  me,  some  12  expressed  a  hope 
of  eternal  hfe.    A  considerable  number 
of  other  persons  known  to  be  more  or  less 
impressed,  were  not  present  owing  to 
distance  and  other  reasons — so  that  I 
cannot  but  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  God 
is  in  the  midst  of  his  ^ion,  building  up 
his  people  in  their  most  holy  faith,  and 
turning  sinners  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just 
Most  of  the  subjects  of  this  work  are 
in  youthful  days ;  none  are  in  advanced 
life.    May  the  Lord  still  carry  on  his 
work  of  grace  with  power. 

VOL.  XIV.  21 


From  Ret),    S.  G,  Lowry,  RockvUley 
Parke  CO. 

AFFLICTIONS. 

I  am  but  just  raised  up  from  the  bor^ 
ders  of  the  grave ;  having  been  laid  very 
low  with  an  attack  of  dysentery,  since 
my  last  communication.  Before  that,  a 
short  time,  I  followed  to  the  grave  a 
very  dear  little  daughter  whom  God 
has  taken  by  the  same  disease.  Three 
others  of  my  family  have  suffered  from 
the  same.  I  hastened  my  removal  to 
this  place,  as  soon  as  I  dared  to  leave 
my  room  for  the  sake  of  being  here  at  a 
communion  season  which  I  had  previ- 
ously appointed. 

REVIVAL. 

I  reached  here  on  Wednesday  the 
27th  of  October,  and  our  meeting  com- 
menced the  next  evening,  and  such  was 
the  state  of  religious  interest,  that  we 
could  not  feel  satisfied  to  close  the 
meeting  until  the  8th  of  November, 
twenty-two  have  been  added  to  the 
church  by  profession  of  their  faith  in 
Christ  Four  others  are  rejoicing  in 
hope,  who  will  unit^  with  other  churokes. 
Four  others  are  indulging  hope>  who  I 
expect  will  unite  with  us  shortly.  Ten 
others  are  known  to  me  who  have  been 
deeply  affected ;  and  some  of  them  are 
in  great  distress.  And  I  have  no  doubt 
that  I  shall  find  many  others  similarly 
affected,  who  have  not  yet  made  them- 
selves known.  To  all  this  I  must  add, 
that  the  church  has  been  greatly  revived. 
Christians  have  been  refreshed,  and  are 
greatly  encouraged  to  labor  and  pray. 
Truly  God  has  been  good  to  us.  May 
we  have  grace  to  render  to  Him  the 
praise  and  service  that  is  His  due. 

Mr.  Lowry  makes  grateful  mention  of  the 
aid  afforded  him  by  the  labors  of  Rev. 
Messrs.  Caniahan  of  Dayton,  Jewett  of 
Terre  Haute,  and  Professor  Mills  of  Wabash 
College,  and  adds, 

I  mention  this  kind  assistance  from 
these  good  brethren,  with  the  more  sat- 
isfaction and  gratitude,  from  the  faQt, 
that  at  no  time  during  the  progress  of 
the  meeting,  have  I  been  able  to  preach 
myself ;  although  I  was  able  to  be  pre- 
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sent  at  the  most  of  the  meetings,  and  a 
few  times  attempted  a  word  of  exhorta- 
tion. But  my  lack  of  service  was  so 
well  supplied  by  others,  that  I  am  al- 
most ready  to  say  I  am  thankful  on  that 
account,  that  I  was  sick. 

A  large  proportion  of  those  that  I 
have  mentioned  above,  are  from  the 
ranks  of  our  Sabbath  school  and  Bible 
class.  Not  a  few  of  them  are  young 
persons  of  great  promise.  Some  are 
individuals  for  whom  we  have  felt 
great  anxiety,  because  they  were  very 
stout-hearted  and  unfeeling :  but  Jesus 
by  his  dying  love  has  melted  and  sub- 
dued their  hearts.  I  have  been  very 
happy  to  witness  the  cheerfiil  co-opera- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  church,  each 
one  delighting  to  assist  in  every  pru- 
dent way.  And  those  of  other  denomi- 
nations that  attended  with  us,  appeared 
to  enjoy  the  feast  of  the  occasion  with 
no  less  relish  because  they  were  not  of 
our  immediate  connection.  The  perfect 
order,  the  stilhiess  of  the  meetings,  the 
plainness  and  Bible  character  ai  the 
preaching,  and  the  manifest  presence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  seemed  to  hush  all 
murmuring  and  fault  finding,  and  even 
the  wicked,  when  they  went  aw^y, 
seemed  to  feel  that  God  was  with  us  of 
a  truth. 

MEETING  OF  STNOD. 

I  am  happy  to  infonn  you  that  the 
meeting  of  our  synod  at  Crawfordsville 
was  one  of  uncommon  interest  I  be- 
lieve I  never  attended  a  meeting  of  sy- 
nod of  so  happy  a  character.  I  mean  in 
its  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  mem- 
bers. We  shall  be  greatly  disappointed 
if  there  shall  not  be  a  great  increase  of 
labor  for  the  spiritual  interests  of  the 
country,  as  the  result  of  an  influence 
going  out  from  that  meeting. 


SOUTH  WEST. 

The  foots  subjoined  may  impart  instruc- 
tion to  those  whose  lot  is  cast  amid  the  in- 
valuable blessings  flowing  from  a  stated 
ministry.  They  may  also  teach  the  mem- 
bers of  our  churches  more  highly  to  appre- 
ciate the  privileges  which  they  enjoy,  and 


the  duty  of  making  haste  to  spread  ^em 
over  the  new  states. 

You  can  form  an  idea  of  the  way  in 
which  a  congregation  in • —  some- 
times treat  a  minister.    Here  is  Rev* 

■'  a  man  of  splendid  talents 

as  a  public  speaker.  I  know  of  none 
greater,  in  all  the  denominations  in  this 
part  of  the  land,  and  for  the  mass  of 
people  I  have  never  heard  one  more 
acceptable.  Animated,  pathetiCf  de- 
scriptive, impressive,  he  frequently 
preaches  sermons  that  would  thrill  an 
eastern  audience.    And  yet  he  is  here 

located  in ,  a  country  villaffe, 

cooped  up  and  wasting  his  energies  five 
days  in  the  week  in  a  small  room  about 
12  feet  square,  never  made  nor  fur- 
nished with  accommodations  for  a  school 
room,  and  even  this  supplied  by  him- 
self; and  meanwhile,  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren live  in  another  room,  about  the 
same  size.  And  there,  this  good  brother 
is  closely  housed  teaching  A,  B,  C,  &C., 
to  a  small  common  English  school ! 

There  is  another  evil  that  distresses 
us  in  this  country,  under  the  operation 
of  our  plans  of  action.  Our  sacramental 
meetings,  large,  solemn  and  well  at- 
tended, appear  to  be  seai^ons  of  gracious 
influence  on  the  church  and  the  world, 
but  they  occur  seldom,  being  held  only 
once  or  twice  in  a  church  in  the  course 
of  a  year.  The  solemnities  and  influ- 
ences of  the  occasion  come  to  a  sudden 
close,  the  ministers  must  go  away  to 
their  homes,  a  few  to  their  spiritual 
charges,  the  majority  to  the  plough  or 
the  school  room,  and  the  impressions 
once  made  are  not  followed  up;  and 
the  result  is  that  much  of  the  feeling 
that  existed  at  one  meeting  is  lost  be- 
fore the  recurrence  of  the  next ;  and 
then  our  energies  must  be  directed  to 
bring  back  serious  minds  to  the  same 
point  at  which  we  left  them  six  months 
before,  and  with  many  we  find  that  our 
joy  of  to-day  is  often  turned  into  the 
sorrow  of  to-morrow. 


From  RevM.  F,  Taylor^Rotlierttood,  Ten, 

THE   TEMPEEANCE  KEFORM. 

Since  the  effort  here  in  behalf  of  tern- 
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peranee,  a  society  has  been  formed  of 
nearly  a  hundred  members,  more  than 
half  of  ^em  adults,  many  of  them  heads 
of  families,  and  some  drunkards.  They 
subscribe  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence, 
as  a  beverage  from  all  that  will  intoxi- 
cate. As  a  consequence,  in  some  degree, 
of  this  effort,  efforts  have  been  made 
within  a  few  weeks,  and  with  the 
most  astonishing  success,  both  atBlount- 
ville  and  Kingsport.  I  will  not  here 
detail  the  innuences  which  have  re- 
sulted in  the  triumph  of  temperance  in 
our  village,  but  lately  famed  for  dru^- 
enness  and  revelry.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  presence  among  us  of  two  tem- 
perance lecturers,  warm  &om  Blount- 
viUe — ^the  one  a  reformed  drunkard,  the 
other  snatched  from  the  very  verge  of 
the  maelstroom  of  intemperance,  in  co- 
operation with  the  pastor  and  others 
here,  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a 
society  of  near  200^  memb^s,  mostly 
adults,  and  not  a  few  drunkards  and 
drammers.^  One  tavern-keeper  has  taken 
the  pledge  and  given  Up  his  stock  (for 
its  price;  of  20  gallons,  which  has  been 
consumed  in  the  street  by  its  master, 
fire,  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  ^nius  of  tem- 
perance. I  mention  this,  not  that  I 
approve  of  mobbing  even  a  keg  of 
whiskey,  by  a  temperance  society^  but  to 
show  that  we  are  under  headway. 


OHIO. 


From  Rev.  J.  N.  WhippUt  Locke, 
Ktwx  Co. 


REVIVAL. 

It  is  with  gratitude  to  God  that  I  an- 
nounce  to  you  some  gracious  tokens  of 
divine  love  from  our  Heavenly  Father 
since  I  last  wrote  you.  You  will  re- 
member that  I  then  mentioned  some 
indications  of  the  outpourings  of  the 
Spirit  of  Grod.  For  several  weeks  the 
cloud  hung  over  us,  showing  si^ns  of 
spiritual  rain ;  but,  for  causes  best  known 
to  the  great  Head  of  the  church,  the 
shower  of  salvation  was  withheld,  a{id 
when  it  did  come  it  was  apparenUy 
short,  but  not  the  less  refreshing.  The 
number  of  hopeful  conversions  is  small, 


but  the  church  seemed  stren^fth^ied  and 
revived.  Twelve  have  manifested  hope 
in  the  Saviour.  They  are  mostly  younff 
and  members  of  the  Sabbath  school. 
Four  of  this  number  were  from  a  neigh- 
bourhood four  miles  distant,  a  i^aee 
where  Grod  has  opened  to  me  a  door  of 
usefulness.  Our  meetings  are  well 
attended.  Two  stand  propounded  for 
admission  into  our  church  at  our  next 
communion. 

One  of  these  is  a  subject  of  the  recent 
work  of  grace  among  us,  whose  con- 
version made  all  our  hearts  doubly  glad# 
She  is  a  young  lady  well  educated,  but 
a  cripple.  In  the  course  of  our  meeting, 
(for  we  have  had  a  meeting  which  was 
protracted  four  days)  she  TOcame  desi- 
rous to  attend.  She  came  for  the  first 
time  on  Friday.  The  Lord  touched  her 
heart;  she  became  deeply  interested; 
could  hardly  be  persuaded  to  leave  the 
house  between  meetings.  On  Saturday 
she  came  again ;  her  convictions  deep- 
ened ;  she  saw  herself  a  lost  sinner ; 
her  anguish  was,  at  times,  great.  Thus 
she  continued.  She  was  conversed  with 
and  made  a  subject  of  special  prayer. 
It  was  on  Saturday  eve,  while  in  our 
prayer  meeting,  she  hopefully  obtained 
peace  and  forgiveness  in  Christ  her 
Saviour.  The  next  day  she  declared 
her  love  to  the  Saviour,  thanking  God 
for  what  he  had  done  for  her  soul,  and 
her  friends  for  their  kindness  in  helping 
her  to  the  house  (^  God. 

I  would  here  remark  in  relation  to 
the  prayer  meeting  in  which  this  indi- 
vidual obtained  hope,  that  it  was  one  of 
unusual  power  and  interest  I  have 
seldom  witnessed  such  a  time  in  all  the 
revivals  in  which  I  have  ever  been. 
There  was  one  or  two  others,  as  I  trust, 
bom  into  the  kingdom  that  same  hour. 
O !  that  was  an  interesting  and  solemn 
time  when  we  heard  sighing  and  weep- 
ing in  different  directions  in  the  house ! 
Could  you  have  been  there,  you  would 
not  wonder  that  I  love  to  dwell  upon  it 
My  health  has  been  much  better  this 
quarter,  and  I  have  labored  here  and  in 
the  vicinity  almost  incessantly.  We  are 
happy  and  contented.  The  people  are 
as  kind  and  attentive  according  to  their 
means  as  any  people  among  whom  I 
have  ever  labored.  In  consequence  of 
the  drought  in  this  section  which  has 
cut  offtl^  crop  of  wheat,  some  will  find 
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it  difficult  to  meet  their  subscriptions — 
but  I  am  coufident  they  will  do  all  they 
can,  and  I  shall  live. 


MISSIQNABY  PRIVATIONS  AND  RELIEF. 

Your  letter  with  a  commissicm,  I  can 
assure  you,  was  timely,  and  saved  me  the 
necessity  of  entirely  abandoning  this 
field.  The  people  here  do  what  they 
can,  but  to  get  moneyy  in  many  cases,  is 
almost  impossible.  The  church  of 
•  has  paid  me  during  the  pre- 


sent year,  which  has  just  closed, 
and      ■■  about  $120.   I  state  these 

facts  not  by  way  of  complaint,  but  to 
show  how  your  missionaries  have  to  get 
along  in  the  West  You  have  ^ve  mis- 
sionaries actively  at  work  in  this  pres- 
bytery, and  I  beheve  I  fare  the  best  of 
them  all.  A  few  days  ago  I  had  neither 
flour,  nor  meat,  nor  butter  in  the  house, 
except  as  I  ffot  a  little  from  day  to  day. 
Nor  had  I  nay  nor  mm  for  my  horse. 
But  this  did  not  last  long.  The  neigh- 
bors found  out  by  some  means  that  I 
was  runnii^  short  of  provisions,  and 
one  came  with  a  load  of  corn  and  ano- 
ther with  a  load  of  hay— one  gave  me 
a  pig  and  some  butter,  until  I  began  to 
have  a  supply.  Thus  the  Lord 
never  suffered  us  to  want  any  good 
thing,  and  I  feel  that  I  can  well  trust 
him  stilL 


From  Rev.  J,  Cable^  ReynoHsburgt  O. 

I  have  now  closed  two  years  labor  on 
this  field,  and  though  we  have  had  many 
things  to  discourage  us,  yet  there  are 
some  cheering  prospects  for  the  church 
in  ^s  region.  My  labors  have  been 
necessarily  very  much  scattered;  too 
much  so,  if  it  could  have  been  avoided. 
1  have  had  the  charge  of  three  churches, 
besides  many  calls  to  destitute  churches 
to  administer  the  sacrament  and  hold 
protracted  meetings.  Notwithstanding 
these  scattered  labors,  the  Lord  has 
crowned  them  with  an  abundant  harvest 
The  church  in  Beynoldsburg,  two  years 
ago,  consisted  of  but  four  members. 
There  have  been  added  to  it  72— 66  of 
whom  were  added  on  examination.  At 
Lower  Liberty,  about  50  have  been 
added  on  profession ,  a^d  14  at  Jefrer< 


son.  There  has  been  a  revival  in  almost 
every  church  in  which  I  have  been  called 
to  perform  occasional  labor.  This  is  the 
XiOrd's  doing  and  to  him  be  all  the  glory. 
In  Reynoldsburg  the  church  has  erected 
a  very  good  house  of  worship  35  by  48. 
We  have  a  Sabbath  school  in  each  of 
the  congregations.  That  at  Lower 
Liberty  is  very  interesting.  About  70 
pupils.  We  have  two  very  intCTesting 
Bible  classes. 


From  Rev,  A,  D.Chapmarij  KingstoriiO. 

A  CHXTRCH  WEAKENED  BT  EMIGRATION. 

I  received  your  letter  commissioning 
me  as  your  missionary  for  the  present 
year.  It  was  a  source  of  encourage- 
ment, and  has  very  much  relieved  my 
mind  as  ^  the  means  of  meeting  the 
demancte  that  wiU,  of  necessity,  come 
against  me.  The  subscriptions,  to- 
gether with  aid,  coming  from  your 
Society,  will  not  amount  to  quite  three 
hundred  dollars,  owing  to  the  emigra- 
tion of  three  or  four  families  from  our 
church  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  present 
year. 

PLEASANT  FRUITS  OP  A  REVIVAL. 

The  prospects  of  the  ccHigregation  ei 
Kingston  are  more  encouraging  than 
they  were  last  year.  The  seriousness 
of  quite  a  number  continued  to  increase 
through  the  winter  and  spring,  till  about 
the  middle  of  April  last,  when  the  Lord 
visited  us  with  a  blessing.  Christians 
seemed  humbled  in  prayer  for  a  revival, 
and  to  a  good  d^ee,  **  great  grace  was 
upon  them."  Sinners  became  awak- 
ened, and  about  twenty-five  indulged 
hope  that  they  had  passed  from  death 
unto  life ;  all  of  them  young  peonle,  of 
Presbvterian,  Baptist,  and  Methodist 
churcnes.  We  held  inquiry  meetings  in 
a  room  provided  for  that  purpose.  These 
meetings  were  kept  up  once  a  week  for 
some  two  months.  Frayer  meetings 
have  been  well  attended  till  the  present 
tipie,  and  this  is  what,  most  of  aU,  af- 
fords me  encouragement  Not  only  do 
the  members  attend,  but  the  whole 
community  of  young  people,  and  fill 
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the  houde  where  we  ansemble.  Female 
prayer  meetings  have  been  kept  up 
since  the  first  of  May.  Some  c^  the 
young  converts,  of  Methodist  parentage, 
have  joined  that  denomination,  and  12 
were  admitted  to  our  communion  on 
examination,  and  probably  some  ^yb  or 
six  may  be  at  our  next  communion.  The 
cause  of  benevolence  receives  more 
hearty  attention.  I  think  we  shall  raise 
about  twenty  dollars  for  missionary  pur- 
poses. The  cause  of  temperance  is  on 
the  advance — some  thirty  or  forty  have 
signed  the  pledge  within  the  last  six 
months  in  this  neighborhood,  and  similar 
success  has  attended  our  efibrts  in 
other  neighborhoods  in  the  vicinity. 


In  a  subsequent 
writes  :— 


report,  our  missionary 


The  temperance  cause  looks  down 
all  opposition.  There  is  not  a  place  in 
the  township  of  Kingston  where  the 
article  of  ardent  spirits  can  be  pur- 
chased ;  and  the  neighboring  townships 
feel  the  influence,  and  the  friends  of  the 
cause  of  temperance  are  on  the  alert 


From  Rev,  T.  W,  Howe^  Etna,  Licking 
Co. 

A  YEAR  OF  MERCY. 

While  we  have  had,  during  the  past 
year,  a  portion  of  the  trials  which  I  sup- 
pose are  common  to  all  the  churches  of 
the  blessed  Saviour,  we  can  truly  say 
the  past  has  been  a  year  of  great  mercy 
to  this  young  and  feeble  church.  Chris- 
tians have  been  revived,  their  graces 
have  been  strengthened,  and  they  now 
appear  more  active  and  faithful  and  ef- 
ficient in  Christ's  cause  than  formerly. 
This,  I  think,  is  manifest  in  the  prayer 
meeting,  the  Sabbath  school,  and  in 
their  daily  intercourse  with  one  another 
and  the  world. 

Some  of  the  impenitent,  too,  have 
been  induced  to  think,  and  feel,  and  act 
for  eternity.  A  number  have  been 
aroused  from  carnal  security  and 
brought  to  inquire,  "what  must  we 
do  r*  They  sought,  and  as  we  humbly 
hope,  found  an  interest  in  Jesus  Christ 
They  have  turned  their  backs  upon  the 

21* 


world  and  set  their  faces  toward  Mount 
Zion,  saying  to  all  around, 

"  Hinder  me  not,  for  I  am  bound 
To  my  Immanuers  land." 

It  ought  to  be  recorded,  to  the  glory 
of  Grod's  grace,  that  one  old  man,  past 
*•  three  score  and  ten,"  was  brought  to 
yield  his  heart  to  the  claims  of  God. 
The  sentiment  expressed  by  this  aged 
sinner  while  under  conviction,  was,— - 
"Nothing  saves  me  from  despair  but 
the  assurance  in  (rod's  word,  that  some' 
times  he  saves  a  sinner  at  the  eleventh 
hour."    This  good  work  became  visible 
in  February,  lo41,  and  continued  with 
very  little,  if  any,  abatement  of  the  in- 
terest for  two  months.    It  was  charac- 
terized by  stillness  and  solemnity.  Such 
exhibitions  of   strong  emotion  as  we 
sometimes  hear  of,  and    read   about» 
were  seldom  witnessed  among  us.    The 
Lord  did  not  appear  in  the  "  whirlwind" 
or  "  earthquake,"  butln  "the  still  small 
voice,"  through  the  Holy  Spirit's  influ- 
ences.   The  means  used  were  the  ordi- 
n^y  preaching  of  the  word,  prayer 
meetings  one  or  two  evenings  in  the 
week,  visiting  from  house  to  house,  and 
a  fewmeetiilgs  forpersonal  conversation 
with  inquirers.    These  meetings  for  in- 
quirers were  held  the  same  evening  that 
Christians  assembled  for  prayer,  in  a 
separate  house. 

HAPPt  CONSEQUENCES  OF  THE  REVIVAL* 

In  many  places  this  work  might  be 
permitted  to  pass  away  unnoticed,  be- 
cause it  would  seem  so  small.  But  we 
feel  that  it  ought  to  be  recorded  to  the 
praise  of  God's  glorious  grace.  Many 
revivals  are  vastly  greater  as  to  the 
numbers  hopefully  converted,  and  the 
strength  really  added  to  the  church; 
but  many  hearts  here  that  were  ready 
to  faint  and  be  discouraged,  have  been 
greatly  strengthened  and  revived  by 
this  work  of  grace. 

A  single  prayer  meeting  was  not  sus- 
tained in  Kirkersville  by  our  denomina- 
tion before  this  work ;  and  now  one  of 
very  considerable  interest  is  attended 
weekly.  The  Sabbath  school  too,  was 
in  a  weak  and  languid  state  before,  but 
during  the  past  season  it  has  been  re- 
plete with  interest  Only  a  few  Sab- 
baths since,  one  of  the  pupilsexpreesod 
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a  hope  that  she  had  passed  &om  death 
unto  life,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  Sabbath  school  instruction  this  sea- 
son. 

The  con^egation  on  the  Sabbath 
has  been  decidedly  larger  the  past 
summer  than  formerly.  But  we  have 
not  so  far  completed  our  house  of  wor- 
ship yet»  as  to  be  able  to  occupy  it  in 
the  winter.  It  is  enclosed,  and  the 
floors  laid.  We  have  wished  to  avoid 
a  debt,  and  the  times  are  such  as  to 
render  it  almost  impossible  to  collect 
funds  for  finishing  the  house  at  this 
time. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  we  have 
received  25  into  the  South  York  church, 
20  of  whom  were  on  examination. 

Of  the  $150  which  we  were  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Missionary  Society,  more 
than  $60  have  been  paid  by  this  church. 
Something  has  been  done  also  for  the 
A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 

We  learn  further,  that  Mr.  H.  has  been 
settled  as  the  pastor  of  the  congregation  re- 
ferred to ;  and  though  missionary  aid  is  still 
needed,  the  prospect  is  fair  for  the  speedy  es- 
tablishment of  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel 
on  an  independent  foundation. 


MICHIGAN. 

From  Rev.  8.  Cochran,  Vermo7UvUle$ 
Mich 

MERCIES. 

Through  the  kind  and  indulgent  pro- 
vidence of  God  I  am  brought  to  see  the 
close  of  the  fourth  year  of  my  missionary 
labor  in  this  place^  I  look  around  and 
And  that  I  have  great  occasion  to  bless 
God  for  his  constant  and  unnumbered 
mercies  towards  me  and  my  family 
since  we  arrived  at  our  present  loca- 
tion in  the  wilderness.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  a  run  of  the  fever  and  ague 
with  which  I  have  been  visited,  sick- 
ness in  any  form  has  not  been  permitted 
to  enter  our  dwelling  since  wq  came 
into  this  western  country,  and  we  all 
now  enjoy  better  health  than  we  ever 
did  at  the  East 


AID  GRATEFULLY  ACKNOWLEDGED. 

When  I  look  back  upon  the  four 
years  that  I  have  spent  in  this  field  of 
labor,  I  cannot  but  remember  that  I 
have  been  kept  here  altogether  by  youn 
kind  bounty,  and  that  of  Uiose  who  have 
furnished  you  the  means  of  sustaining 
me.  I  am  confident  we  never  could 
have  continued  here  six  months,  un- 
less you  had  extended  to  us  a  helping 
hand ;  and  in  behalf  of  my  family  and 
people,  I  tender  to  you  and  your  kind 
associates  in  doing  good,  our  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  remembering  us 
and  contributing  to  our  necessities, 
while  laboring  in  this  new  and  interest- 
ing portion  of  our  Zion. 

RESULTS. 

While  I  have  had  many  things  to 
discourage  me,  and  while  the  prospect 
has  often  looked  dark  and  cheerless,  I 
have  still  hitherto  been  enabled  to  move 
onward,  and  to  preach  in  my  feeble 
way  the  words  of  life  to  those  among 
whom  in  the  providence  of  God  I  am 
thrown.  And  while  I  have  often  felt 
desponding  under  the  apprehension  that 
I  was  laboring  in  vain  and  spending  my 
strength  for  noughtr— yet  I  still  find  that 
in  the  aggregate  no  small  change  has 
been  produced,  either  through  Sie  in- 
strumentality of  the  Gospel  which  has 
been  preached,  or  by  some  other  means. 
Four  years  ago  in  October  1837,  no 
church  had  been  formed  in  the  place. 
In  February,  after  my  arrival,  a  church 
was  organized  consisting  of  18  mem^ 
hers.  The  number  has  now  increased 
to  about  60,  and  there  are  about  10 
more  who  will  probably  unite  soon. 
Though  this  number  may  appear  small, 
yet  in  comparison  with  our  population,  it 
is  larger  than  most  other  churches.  As 
I  informed  you  last  spring,  after  the 
glorious  work  with  which  we  were 
blessed,  but  two  or  three  impenitent 
seemed  to  be  left  in  our  congregation, 
and  even  for  them  we  had  some  hope. 
We  have  since  had  some  accessions  to 
our  population,  and  among  them  some 
impenitent  souls.  In  the  course  of  my 
ministrations  on  the  Sabbath,  I  have 
often  felt  an  embarrassment  with  which 
perhaps  few  ministers  are  troubled. 
Like  all  other  ministers  I  preach  to  the 
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impenitent)  but  often  I  have  but  one  or 
two,  and  sometimes  none  present  And 
in  liie  course  of  our  ministrations,  the 
heralds  of  the  cross  are  so  accustomed 
to  speak  to  diose  who  know  not  Christ, 
that  oft-times  I  have  spoken  a  word  to 
them  and  on  examination  have  found 
that  none  were  in  the  house. 

FH7SICAL   CHANGES. 

In  the  temporal  affairs  of  our  settle- 
ment a  great  change  has  taken  place  in 
the  last  four  years.  When  we  came 
here  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  forest ; 
and  the  trees  hung  over  our  frail  dwelU 
ings  and  seemed  to  threaten  them  with 
instant  destruction.  Now,  the  forest 
has  disappeared,  and  but  few  trees  can 
be  found  on  many  hundred  acres. 
Then,  we  had  to  wade  through  water 
and  mud,  and  climb  over  logs  and  brush 
to  get  from  place  to  place.  Now,  the 
road  through  our  settlement  is  good, 
and  in  the  vicinity  they  are  much  im- 
proved.  Four  years  ago,  we  were  al- 
most literally  in  a  starving  condition ; 
but  now,  we  have  an  ample  supply  of 
provisions  of  every  kind  that  the  coun- 
try will  produce.  Then,  we  were  well 
clothed,  because  we  brouffht  a  comfort- 
able supply  with  us  when  we  came 
from  the  East  Now,  those  clothes  are 
worn  out,  and  if  you  were  to  see  us  at 
our  homes,  you  would  see  us  with  our 
garments  torn  and  patched,  and  hardly 
able  to  hang  together.  The  movement 
at  the  East,  in  behalf  of  the  destitute 
families  of  ministers  in  Michigan,  will 
cause  many  hearts  to  rejoice  ;  for  how 
can  the  mother  bear  to  see  her  little 
ones  ragged  and  naked  when  the  cold 
blasts  ofwinter  are  howling  around  her, 
and  have  nothing  with  which  she  can 
clothe  them  1  Such  has  been  the  case 
with  many  a  minister's  wife  in  this  state, 
but  I  trust  that  four  years  more  will  give 
to  Michigan  ample  relief  in  this  respect 
Sheep  are  coming  into  the  state  by 
thousands,  and  the  facilities  for  manu- 
facturing cloth  are  increasing. 

At  our  different  communions  during 
the  summer,  about  25  have  been  added 
to  our  church,  who  are  mostly  the  fruits 
of  the  blessed  season  we  enjoyed  last 
winter.  A  number  more  entertain  the 
hope  that  they  have  experienced  a  sav- 
ing change»but  have  been  kept  back 


for  various  reasons.  A  few  are  inclined 
to  unite  with  other  denominations,  and 
are  waiting  to  see  whether  an  opportu- 
nity will  ofBdT. 


ATTEMPT   TO  PREVENT    THE    DESlCRA- 
TION  OF  THE  SABBATH. 

•We  have  recently  been  under  the 
necessity  of  calling  before  the  session 
of  our  church  four  of  our  members  for 
travelling  on  the  Sabbath.  All  of  them 
acknowledged  their  sin  and  promise  to 
abstain  from  like  acts  hereafter.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  here  that 
one  of  the  delinquents,  a  very  amiable 
and  excellent  sister,,  was  probably  en- 
couraged to  travel  by  the  example  of 
three  professed  ministers  of  the  GospeL 
She  was  returning  in  the  month  of  Oct 
last,  I  think  from  a  visit  to  her  friends 
residing^  in  the  state  of  New-York.  She 
spent  the  Sabbath  in  Buffalo;  On  Mon- 
day morning  she  took  a  boat  for  Detroi[t» 
on  board  of  which  she  found  the  three 
ministers  alluded  to  above,  with  their 
wives,  who  had  travelled  all  day  previ- 
ous on  a  canal  boat  One  was  a  Pres- 
byterian or  Congregational  minister 
from  Ohio,  one  was  a  Baptist  minister 
of  this  state»  the  other  was  a  Methodist 
minister,  place  of  residence  and  name 
not  known.  It  seems  they  all  dishonored 
their  office  not  only  by  travelling  on  the 
Lord's  day,  but  also  by  preaching  on 
board  each  a  sermon-^thus  maling 
themselves  appear  the  more  inconsis- 
tent by  proclaiming  their  office.  Not 
reaching  home  before  another  Sabbath, 
she  ventured  to  imitate  the  example  of 
the  Sabbath-breaking  cler^men,  and 
pursued  her  journey  on  the  Lord's  day, 
except  that  sne  did  not  proclaim  on  the 
way  that  she  was  a  church  member. 
How  shall  the  churches  be  kept  pure 
from  the  sin  of  Sabbath  desecration,  so 
long  as  ther  spiritual  leaders  are  in- 
volved in  the  guilt  ?  I  rejoice  to  see  that 
our  ecclesiastical  bodies  at  the  East, 
and  those  in  correspondence  with  them, 
are  looking  to  this  subject  in  earnest, 
and  enjoining  that  Sabbath  breakers  be 
called  to  an  account.  Such  things 
strengthen  our  hands  at  the  West,  who 
are  probably  tried  on  this  point  more 
than  the  Eastern  churches. 
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JppoifammUB  kf  the  Ew§t9aive  Committee  of  the  A.  H.  M.  8*,  JVom  DeeemhH"  Ut, 
1841,  ta  January  Ut,  1842. 

Bey.  B.  H.  flteeddy^  Now  PMipMt  •Kt€«d«r  Grove, 

Ten. 
Rev.  Thomaa  LippiQcott,  Marine  Settlement,  III. 
Rev.  Wm.  M.  King,  Union  and  Hopewell,  111. 
Rev.  Juatin  Manh,  Augoeta,  111. 
Rev.  Amnon  Gaston,  Delavan  and  Elkborn,  Wis. 
Rev.  D.  R.  Dixon,  Unadllla,  Mich. 
Rev.  Joseph  Labaree,  Litde  MiU  Creek,  O. 
Rev.  James  H.  Shields,  Green  Castle,  Ind. 
Rev.  Samuel  G.Wright,  Rochester,  IlL 
Rev.  Wm.  Arms,  Aztalan,  Wis. 
Rev.  R.  B.  Bement,  Litchfield,  Mieh. 
Rev.  Asa  Donaldson,  Dover,  lU. 


Ifot  in  ediltmiMeiim  Itt  3fe«r. 
Rev.  David  Abel,  Plymouth,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Francis  Janes,  Otego,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  A.C.  Tuttle,  Liverpool,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  C.  G.  Clark,  Washtenaw  Presbjrtery,  Mich. 
Rev.  Charles  Burnham,  Brighton,  Iowa. 
Rev.  John  Snnuners,  Monmouth,  10. 

Be-amoiuted, 
Rev.  H.  S.  fiamUton,  Salem,  Mich. 
Rev.  Alvan  Parmelee,  Middlefield  Center.  N.  Y. 
Rev.  N.  C.  Clark,  Eigint  lU.  « 

Rev.  John  WDavis,  Sand  Lake,  N.  Y. 


f%e  Trecuurer  of  the  American  Home  Mimonary  Society  acknowUdgee  the  receipt  of 

the  following  eumefrom  December  ist,  1841,  to  January  let,  1842. 
NBW-HAMPSHIR&- 
Canterbury,  Mrs.  Smith  Sanborn,  by 

Rev.  B.  P.  Stone, 
ISut  Boeoawen,  ehildren  of  the  Mktemid 
Aasoeiation,  by  do., 


500 
500 


Hopkinton,  Mrs.  Farrar  Mills,  to  consL 
her  grand  daughter  Sarah  Lousia  Mills 
of  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  a  L.  M.,  by  do., 

Jeffrey,  Edith  Parker,  by  do, 

Keene,  R.  S.  H.,  by  do., 
MASSACHUSETTS— 

Misaionary  Society,  by  B.  Peridna, 
Trees.,  -  1,000  00 

Atoherst  College,  officers  and  students,        51  00 

Danvers,  in  fiiU  of  legacy  of  the  late  Rev. 
George  Cowles,by  Rev.  X  Q. A.  Edgell, 

IS^arton,  Miss  Clarissa  Coflln,  by  Q.  R. 


30  00 

300 

50  00 
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Kingsbury, 
Northbridge,  legacy  in  part  of  Miss 

Sarah  Fletcher,  to  const.  Mrs.  Mary 

Walker  of  Whitinville  a  L.  D., 
RHODE  ISLAND— 
Kingston,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc,  $36 ;  Susan 

Thurston,  |3;  Ann  Thurston,  $3 ;  by 

T.  P.  Wells, 
Deep  River,  Ladies'  Mite  Soe.,  in  part  to 

const.  Rev.  Allen  B.  Hitchcock  of  Iowa 


a  L.  M.,  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Chapman, 
loningtoB,  Anz.  Soc^  by  Misa  ' 
Sheffield, 


Stonii 


L.  A. 


KEW-YdRK— 
Brooklyn,  Mrs.  Z.  Lewii,  $80}  Mr.W. 
B.  Lewis,  |7  50, 

Seamd  Pre^.  CfJL,  Fem.  Benev.  Soc, 
by  Blrs.  Carrington, 
CatskUl,  S.  S.  Day,  by  A.  C.  B«U, 
Greenport,  L.  I^  coU.  by  Rev.  W.  Hunt- 

I9ew-Yoilt  eky,  vias.: 
AIUh  SL  Pre$k  CA..  of  which  |30  is 
from  Moses  H.  Baldwin,  L.  M.,  #100 
is  to  const  Rev.  John  J.  Lawrence 
of  Dindigol,  India,  a  L.  D.,  and  f30 
is  to  const.  Mrs.  Mary  Grant  Parris 
of  the  Oregon  Mission  a  L.  M., 
SUuker  SU  OJL,  Mon.  Con.  ColL,  per 
M.  Wilbur,  #13  63:  G.  W.  Snow,  $5-, 
D.  O.,  $5;  J.  W.  Rutherford,  |5;  S. 
Cowdrey,tlO;  0011,158  43, 
OMttal  Presb.  Oh,,  a  Lady, 
dUrcer  SL  Ok.,  Mon.  Con.  CoU.,  by  T. 

8.  Nelson, 
Sprime  St  Oh.,  an  aged  WidoWs  mite, 
E.  Hyatt,  $90;  W.  M.   King,  $3  50) 

Rev.  J.  Leavitt,  #1, 
West  Point,  Mrs.  Sophia  B.  Ford, 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Elizabethport,  Mon.  Coo.  ColL,  per  E. 

Marsh, 
Newark,  Semi-annual  Fair,  by  H.  S. 
Boyden, 


500 


132  50 


4100 


1«04 
SO  00 


27  50 


45  13 
12  00 


13-28 


192  99 


91  06 
10  00 


90  98 
25 


24  50 
500 


291 
450 


TENNESSEE— 

Maryville,  a  student, 

New  Salem  and  Oak  Grove,  by  Rev.  J. 
D.Wilson, 

Pleasant  Greive,  by  Rev.  A.  Grigsby, 
OHIO- 

New  Madrid, by  Rev.  B.  O.  Springer, 
MISSOURI— 

St.  Louis,  in  part  of  legacy  of  the  late 
John  Shackford,  by  W.  M.  Shackford, 
Ex'r., 
IOWA- 

Keosauga,  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Rankin, 

Yellow  Springs,  by  do., 
CEYLON— 

Rev.  George  H.  Apthorp,  L.  M., 


300 


90  00 
760 


400 


1,000  00 

1  65 
485 

30  00 


$2,950  05 
JASPER  CORNING,  TViosttrer. 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  Rev.  Mr.  Lawrence'sSoc,  abarreL 
Henrietta,  N.  Y.,  a  box  per  Rev.  S.  H.  Ashman. 
The  box  acknowledged  from  the  Howard-St.  Ch., 
Salem,  Mass.,  in  the  December  number,  shoold 
have  been  from  the  South  Church. 

ReetipU  of  the  IfJew-Hampthire  JMlssfanary  So^ 
€Mty,/rom  Oct.  Isf,  1841,  to  Jon.  lJt^l8«L    Rev. 
B.  P.  SUm€  See, 
Portsmouth,  Cong.  Soc, 
Dorchester,  Amos  Cogswell, 
Littleton,  Cong.  Soc, 
West  Plainfield,  Cong.  Soc, 
Lempater,  Ist  Cong.  Soc,  Elisabeth  D. 

Tolman, 
Newport,  Jacob  Beddington, 
Derry  Village,  Cong.  Soc,  $20;  Rev.  N. 

Hotham,  $4  20, 
Canaan,  Mrs.  Liba  Conant, 
Concord,  West  Parish,  Rev.  A.P.  Tenney, 
"        Cong.  Soc, 
"        Mrs.  L.  Dow, 
Henniker,  Cong.  Sec, 

"  Hon.  Joshua  Darling, 

Hamstead,  Cong.  Soc, 
Loudon  Village,  Cong.  Soc, 
Bristol,  Cong.  Soc, 
Plymouth,  Cong.  Soc,  $3  50;  W.  W. 

Russell,  $25;  Wm.  Green  iuod  llunily^ 

$5  25 ;  John  Rogers,  Esq.,  $25, 
Northfield,  Cong.  Soc, 
Westchester,  Daniel  Currier, 
Thornton,  Cong.  Soc, 
Concord,  Nathaniel  P.  Rogers, 
Sullivan  co..  Conference  of  churches,, 
Rockingham  co.,    do.  do. 

Grafton  cc,  do.  do. 

New-Hampshire,  Cent  Institution, 
Lebanon,  legacy  of  DeacNathaniel  Porter,  61  30 

$435  12 


$26  00 

500 

17  00 

10  00 

300- 

500 

24  20 

50 

500 

27  5a 

5  00 

10  07 

5  00 

15  0<^ 

150 

454 

58  75 

500 

300 

104 

20  00 

13  00 

10  13 

671 

82  85 
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SKETCHES  OF  REAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY  B7  CLERGYMEN. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  BONISTRY  OF 
REV.  DAVm  R.  DOWNER. 

[From  the  liineral  lennoii  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Rowland.] 

If  all  are  "  bleaaed  who  die  in  the  Lord/' 
they  are  specially  blesied,  who  not  only  so 
die,  but  before  their  departure,  accomplish 
much  for  their  Lord  and  Master^  and  early 
finish  their  work  and  are  called  away,  before 
their  sensibilities  are  blunted  and  the  fervor 
of  their  zeal  exhausted  by  too  long  contact 
with  this  ungenial  world.  It  is  pleasant,  it 
is  instructive  to  trace  the  course  of  such,  and 
to  take  in  at  a  glance  their  whole  brief  his- 
tory. The  subject  of  the  following  sketch 
has  risen,  has  compressed  the  results  of  life 
into  a  few  brief  years,  and  gone  home  to  his 
reward,  and  all  within  a  period  which  is  but 
as  yesterday  to  many  yet  in  the  prime  of 
their  days,  who  are  dragging  on  a  listless 
and  comparatiyely  inefficient  life.  And  yet 
it  will  be  seen,  that  Mr.  D.  w;as  aided  in  his 
career  of  usefulness  by  no  special  gifts  either 
mental  or  physical,  but  owed  it  all,  under 
Ood,  to  the  singleness  of  his  aim  and  the 
earnest  steadfastness  with  which  he  pursued 
it.  To  be  a  faithful  minister,  to  gather  wan- 
derers to  the  fold  of  Christ  and  feed  them 
there,  was  the  simple  object  of  his  ambition. 
The  result  justifies  the  wisdom  of  his  choice. 
While  others  have  been  preparing  to  live,  he 
hat  hved. 

Rev.  David  R.  Downer,  was  bom 
at  Westfield,  New-Jersey,  August  2, 
1808 ;  was  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1828 ;  pursued  a  regular  course  of 
divinity  at  Auburn  Theological  Semi 
nary ;  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Carmine-street,  New-York,  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1832;  resigned  his  pas- 
toral charge  October  23, 1841,  and  died 


at  Westfield,  New-Jersey,  on  Sabbath 
morning  the  28th  day  of  the  same  month, 
at  thirty-three  years  of  age.  He  was 
buried  on  the  Tuesday  following,  in  the 
cemetery  in  that  place. 

These  dates  present  but  an  outline 
to  bound  his  history,  while  they  convey 
no  information  respecting  those  facts, 
which  exhibit  the  filling  up  of  his  life, 
with  usefulness.  Justice  to  the  dead 
and  duty  to  the  living  require  us  to  give 
a  more  particular  statement  of  his  life 
and  labors. 

The  friend  and  brother  of  whom  we 
speak  was  an  example,  while  living,  of 
that  sentiment  to  which  Paul  gave  ut- 
terance when  he  said :  **  God  forbid  that 
I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ"  From  the  com- 
mencement of  his  ministerial  career  to 
its  close,  he  possessed  a  devoted  chris- 
tian spirit,  and  was  **  a  burning  and  a 
shining  light"  in  the  church.  In  natu- 
ral disposition  he  was  most  amiable. 
From  his  youth  up,  his  intercourse  with 
oUiers  was  characterized  by  this  plea- 
sing trait.  He  was  remarkable  for  the 
aflfectionate  manner  of  his  address. 
There  were  no  rough  points  in  his  cha« 
racter,  nor,  in  any  circumstances,  did 
he  give  way  to  harsh  or  injurious  lan- 
guage. In  speech  and  behavior  he  was 
an  example  of  that  sentiment  of  hea- 
venly charity,  which  **thinketh  no  eviL" 
He  loved  to  confer  a  favor,  and  to  make 
others  around  him  happy.  In  his  visits 
of  mercy  to  the  poor  and  afflicted,  in 
devising  and  executing  plans  for  their 
relief,  and  in  his  conflicts  with  the  cold 
selfishness  of  the  world,  his  lips  breath- 
ed forth  only  *'  peace  and  gONod  will  to 
men."  Though  sometimes  mistaken  in 
the  character  of  those  in  whom  he  con- 
fided, and  rewarded  with  base  ingrati- 
tude, where  he  expected  a  difTerent  re- 
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turn,  yet  even  this  did  not  check  the 
streams  of  kindness  which  flowed  from 
his  heart  as  from  a  fountain.  We  speak 
of  hi^  disposition  as  it  was  sanctified, 
and  his  natural  amiableness  of  temper 
as  it  was  chastened  and  moulded  by  the 
divine  grace,  whose  power  he  early  felt 
It  was  during  the  first  part  of  his  col- 
lege life  that  he  was  awakened  to  the 
cctaviction  of  his  lost  condition  as  a  sin- 
ner, and  found  in  the  Savior  the  hope 
of  pardon.  He  soon  after  made  a  pro- 
fession of  religion.  Then  his  soul  be- 
came imbued  with  the  bve  of  Christ ; 
and  this  sentiment  retained  an  undying 
vigor  in  his  mind,  suod  shone  with  un- 
wonted lustre  in  the  midst  of  the  pains 
and  trials  which  encompassed  hmk  as 
he  df«w  near  his  journey's  end. 

At  the  time  of  his  cotlinationy  the 
church  in  Carmine-street  had  been  but 
recently  orgamzeA*  It  was  a  new  en- 
terprise, u^OTtakea.  by  a  few  devoted 
men,  and  b^un  by  the  erection  of  a 
large  and  convenient  edifice  far  wor- 
ship, in  a  comparatively  new  but  in* 
ereasingly  populous  part  of  the  city. 
Here  our  brother  commenced  his  public 
ministry  at  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
and  tbiis  early  in  life  entered  on  labors 
which  would  have  put  the  powers  of  an 
older  suod  an  experienced  minister  to  a 
severe  test  Every  thing  was  to  be 
done.  The  church  wae  to  be  filled,  and 
in  additicm  to  the  ordinary  labors  of  the 
Sabbath  and  oi  the  week,  there  were 
many  calla  of  a  pastoral  kind  out  of  the 
congregation^  to  which  he  felt  himself 
obliged  to  hsten.  The  services  which 
he  rendered  in  this  way  were  very  great 
He  remarked,  a  short  period  before  his 
death,  as  among  the  causes  which  ten- 
ded  to  wear  out  his  strength,  that  he 
had  attended  more  than  eleven  hundred 
funerals,  a  large  prqMHrtion  of  which 
were  out  of  his  congr^ation. 

Having  entered  with  ardor  on  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  he  pursued  it 
with  untiring  zeal  till  he  finished  his 
labors.  The  church,  under  his  minis- 
try, enjoyed  frequent  revivals  of  reli- 
gion, so  thBt  hardly  a  year  passed  away 
without  manifestations  of  more  ^an 
usual  religious  interest  He  laid  him- 
self out  to  promote  the  conversion  of 
sinners,  by  a  more  than  ordinary  devo- 
tion to  gathering  up  the  impressions  of 
the  pulpit  by  pastoral  visits  and  well 


conducted  social  meetings.  In  these 
he  greatly  excelled.  <  He  was  at  home 
in  meetings  of  religious  inquhy.  The 
spirit  of  revivals  was  the  element  he 
loved  to  breathe.  There  was  nothing 
which  gave  him  such  real  joy  as  to  see 
a  multitude  about  him,  asking  **  What 
must  we  do  to  be  saved  1"  £i  dealing 
with  these  inquirers,  he  showed  supe- 
rior wisdom.  He  well  understood  the 
human  heart,  for  he  had  made  it  his 
constant  study;  and  he  seemed  ever 
ready  with  suitable  answers  of  counsel 
and  reproof,  to  meet  the  numerovis 
forms  of  self-deception  and  ignorance 
into  which  convicted  sinners  run. 
Agreeably  to  the  divine  pron^se,  there 
was  firiven  him  *'  a  mouth  and  a  wisdom 
which  all  his  adversaria  could  not 
gainsay  nor  resist" 

There  were  received  into  his  church, 
during  the  nine  years  of  his  active 
ministry,  815  members ;  of  these,  508 
were  admitted  on  the  profession  of  theiir 
faith ;  making  an  average  of  90  mem- 
bers received  into  the  communion  of 
the  church  annually,  56  of  whom  were 
admitted  on  profession.  Besides  these, 
many  were  converted  durmg  the  sea- 
sons of  revival  under  his  mhiistry,  who 
were  nmnbers  of  other  cor^e^one, 
and  have  joined  other  chur&es*  The 
labels  d  few  men  have  been  more 
blessed  in  the  convwsicm  of  nnnen 
than  his.  Yet  these  lalx^e  were  con- 
ducted in  the  simplicity  and  sincerity 
of  the  gospel,  without  noise  and  osten- 
tation, or  even  the  observation  of  the 
world;  and  his  success  was  attained 
through  the  irrepressible  love  which  he 
felt  for  the  salvation  of  men,  and  by 
the  legitimate  influences  of  the  pas- 
toral office. 

He  had  the  talent  of  enlisting  the 
afifef^tions  of  the  religioins,  and  of  gath- 
ering around  him  and  directiiu^  the 
labors  of  the  pious  and  devoted  omcen 
and  members  of  his  church.  He  actQd 
on  the  principle  that  every  christiim 
has  somethi]^  to  do  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and 
he  aimed  to  bring  each  to  labor  for  this 
object  There  ever  existed  an  entire 
union  and  harmony  in  the  church.  Its 
members  gathered  around  him,  and 
while  he  instructed  them  in  their  duty 
and  preached  Christ  to  dying  fflnners, 
they  held  up  his  hands,  loid  by  faiih.  in 
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prayer,  and  diK^eace  in  labor,  atrove 
togedier  witii  him  for  spiritual  bless- 
inis. 

Wor  did  his  loTe  for  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  confine  itself  to  his  church,  but 
extended  far  and  wide,  and  embraced 
all  the  benevolent  eiS>rts  of  the  age, 
and  he  entered  into  these  with  his  whole 
heart  In  the  promotion  of  temper- 
ance he  took  a  decided  part,  and  a  ser- 
mon which  he  preached  on  this  subject 
was  repeated,  bf  request,  in  many  of  the 
churches  in  this  city,  and  then  published 
and  circulated  still  more  widely  in  a 
popular  periodical  of  the  day.  He 
loved  the  Sabbath  school,  and  sought 
to  acquaint  himself  with  the  young  of 
his  fiock,  to  call  them  by  name,  and  to 
lead  them  by  his  counsels  to  Jesus. 
He  loved  the  spread  of  the  Gospel, 
whether  promoted  at  home  through  the 
humble  labors  of  the  tract  distributer, 
or  abroad  in  our  land  and  in  the  world 
through  the  efficient  aid  of  Bible  and 
Tract  auidliaries.  It  was  his  humble, 
earnest  prayer,  **  Thy  kingdom  come ;" 
and,  his  exertions,  to  the  full  measure 
of  his  ability,  were  directed  to  hasten 
its  joyful  advent 

In  the  midst  of  a  work  of  grace 
which  was  in  progress  in  his  church, 
and  while  many  were  inquiring  the 
way  to  be  saved,  he  was  suddenly  laid 
aside  from  his  labors.  A  cold  which, 
amid  his  multiplied  duties,  he  neglec- 
ted, brought  on  a  severe  and  dangerous 
attack  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 
Saved  by  medical  skill  from  immediate 
death,  which  at  one  time  appeared  in- 
evitable, he  was,  in  the  good  providence 
of  Grod,  after  a  distressing  illness  of 
several  months,  permitted  to  ride  out 
But  he  never  enjoyed  health.  The 
great  difficulty,  olitructed  respiration, 
still  remained.  His  friends  hoped  that 
sunmier,  with  its  mild  air,  enjoyed  in 
the  country,  would  benefit  and  restore 
him;  nor  could  he  himself  relinquish 
the  expectation  that  he  should  yet 
preach  the  gospel,  and  again  mingle  in 
the  delightful  scenes  in  which  he 
found  his  chief  pleasure.  But  summer 
came,  and  went,  and  brought  no  ame- 
lioration of  his  symptoms,  but  only  oc- 
casional and  dangerous  attacks  in  an- 
other frarm.  In  the  autumn  he  returned 
to  his  house  in  the  city,  and  was  visited 
by  his  ^ends.    But  these  visits,  which 


would  have  been  so  pleasant  in  health, 
were  often  injurious ;  and  on  the  23d 
of  October,  he  formed  and  put  in  exe- 
cution the  purpose  of  resigning  his  pas- 
toral charge  and  retiring  for  the  winter 
to  the  place  of  his  birth. 

During  this  protracted  illness,  he 
seemed  to  be  .fully  impressed  with  the 
goodness  of  God.  **  O,"  said  he,  "  how 
precious  has  Jesus  appeared  to  me  du- 
ring my  trials.  I  have  enjoyed  the  light 
of  my  Savior's  countenance  more  than 
words  can  express."  When  allusion 
was  made  to  the  success  of  his  minis- 
tiy  in  a  way  that  seemed,  as  he  thought, 
to  honor  the  instrument  too  much,  he 
replied,  ♦*  Do  not  speak  of  it  It  is  hay, 
wood,  and  stubble.  I  bless  God  that 
he  has  glorified  himself,  and  I  am  hum* 
bled  at  my  own  unfaithfulness."  The 
thought  of  his  being  laid  aside  from  lie 
ministry  was  more  painful  to  him  than 
that  of  death ;  and  he  often  expressed 
himself  to  this  effect  It  was  a  com- 
mon remark  of  his,  while  in  health, 
"there  is  nothing  in  this  world  to  live 
for  but  Christ  aim  his  cause.  Let  us 
give  ourselves  wholly  to  his  work  and 
he  will  bless  us," 

Before  he  left  the  city,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  have  one  more  interview  with 
his  people.  It  was  on  the  first  Sab- 
bath of  October,  and  at  the  communion 
table.  To  the  surprise  of  all  he  arose 
and  spoke  audibly  for  ten  minutes.  He 
reminded  the  people  of  their  former 
seasons  of  communion,  and  how  deeply 
he  bore  them  on  his  heart ;  and  said 
that  he  appeared  before  them,  if  never 
again,  to  bear  his  solemn  testimony  to 
the  reality  of  christian  consolations  in 
trial,  and  to  the  power  and  triumph  of 
christian  hope.  While  the  assembly 
were  dissolved  in  tears,  he  stood  before 
them  as  one  who  had  returned  from  the 
borders  of  the  invisible  world  to  com- 
municate to  them  his  confidence  in  the 
grace  of  God,  and  his  conviction  of  the 
power  of  religion  to  sustain  the  soul, 
while  sinking  into  the  arms  of  death. 
The  recollection  of  that  scene  will  not 
soon  fade  from  the  memory ;  nor  will 
his  people  soon  forget  the  djring  testi- 
mony of  their  beloved  pastor.  Having 
completed  his  arrangements,  he  left  the 
city  for  the  winter.  Though  continuing 
gradually  to  sink,  yet  he  maintained 
the  same  unshaken  confidence  in  hiis 
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Redeemer,  and  expressed  the  same  as- 
surance of  hope  to  the  last  On  Sa- 
turday evening,  the  27th  of  November, 
he  conversed  with  a  friend  who  had 
gone  from  the  city  to  visit  him,  and  the 
next  morning,  without  awaking  from 
the  slumber  of  the  night,  breathed  his 
last. 

"  So  fades  a  summer  cloud  away, 

So  sinks  the  gale  when  clouds  are  o'er) 
So  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day, 
So  dies  the  wave  along  the  shore." 

The  brother  of  whom  we  speak,  was 
an  eminently  ^ood  man,  and  a  sound, 
evangelical,  able^  and  faithful  preacher 
of  the  gospel.  In  his  domestic  rela- 
tions he  was  a  devoted  husband  and 
father.  He  maintained  a  holy  walk  in 
his  family,  and  his  influence  extended 
to  all  its  members.  In  his  pulpit  exer- 
cises he  was  plain  and  scriptural,  and 
spoke  to  the  heart  and  conscience.  He 
did  not  use  a  style  above  the  compre- 
hension of  the  mass  of  his  hearers,  nor 
did  he  aim  at  any  pulpit  display.  He 
did  not  cultivate  the  orator  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  pastor,  nor  suffer  his  pas- 
toral duty,  when  it  could  be  avoided, 
lo  break  in  on  his  preparation  for  the 
pulpit.  But  it  was  his  practice  to  do 
every  thing  which  belonged  to  the  min- 
istry of  the  word  in  its  proper  place^ 
and  in  the  best  way  he  could.  He  ex- 
celled in  preaching  to  the  heart  This 
he  reached  no  less  by  the  force  of  truth 
skilfully  presented,  than  by  the  affec- 
tionate and  earnest  manner  of  his  ad- 
dress. He  spoke  with  great  fervor. 
His  heart  was  full  of  his  subject,  and 
this  gave  a  persuasive  eflect  to  the 
words  to  which  his  lips  gave  utterance. 

He  was  a  faithful  pastor.  By  the 
sick  bed,  and  in  scenes  of  affliction,  he 
had  a  happy  way  of  presenting  truth, 
which  met  in  the  best  manner  the  exi- 
gencies of  those  occasions.  He  was  a 
wise  and  prudent  minister  of  Christ 
Pliant  when  principle  was  not  involved ; 
yielding  for  the  sake  of  peace;  and  yet 
firm  and  unflinching  in  the  advocacy 
and  defence  of  vital  principles.  On  all 
questions  of  strife,  he  ever  maintained 
a  fair,  open,  and  liberal  stand.  He 
could  not  tolerate  confusion,  disorder, 
and  extravagance;  but  aimed  ever  to 
maintain  that  ground  which  he  felt 
would  be  most  pleasing  to  his  heavenly 
master. 

H«  loved  the  work  of  the  ministry. 


and  he  loved  his  people.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  them  had  been  gathered  into 
the  church  under  his  ministry.  They 
were  his  jewels.  He  loved  them  more 
than  house,  or  land,  or  earthly  posses- 
sion ;  and  they  will,  we  trust,  be  his 
crown  of  rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the  Lord. 
But  he  is  gone.  The  ties  of  family, 
friendship,  and  the  church  of  Grod,  could 
not  detain  him,  when  summoned  by  his 
heavenly  Master.  He  now  sweetly 
sleeps  in  death.  The  grave  has  re- 
ceived his  deserted  tabernacle.  Heaven 
has  opened  for  him  her  golden  portals* 


VICTORY  OVEE  DEATH. 

John  BunyarCs  last  words  were, 
"  Weep  not  for  me,  but  for  yourselves. 
I  go  to  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  who,  no  doubt,  will  receive  me, 
though  a  sinner,  through  the  mediation 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  where  I 
hope  we  shall  ere  long  meet,  to  sing 
the  new  song,  and  remain  happy  for- 
ever,  world  without  end.    Amen." 

Richard  Baxter  said  to  his  brethren 
who  were  comforting  him  in  his  last 
moments,  **  I  have  pains ;  there  is  no 
arguing  against  sense:  but  I  have 
peace,  I  mve  peace  !"  "  You  are  now 
drawing  near  your  long  desired  home," 
said  one.  "  I  believe,  I  believe,"  was 
his  reply.  When  the  question  was  put 
to  him,  "How  are  youl"  he  promptly 
answered)  "  Almost  toelV*  To  a  friend 
who  entered  the  chamber,  he  said,  "  I 
thank  you,  I  thank  you  for  coming." 
Then  fixing  his  eyes  on  him,  he  uttered 
his  last  words,  "  The  Lord  teach  you 
how  to  die." 

Thomas  Scott  exclaimed,  in  his  dying 
moments,  "  Christ  is  my  all !  he  is  my 
only  hope !  O  to  realize  the  fiilness 
of  joy :  O  to  have  done  with  tempta- 
tion !  This  is  Heaven  begun :  I  have 
done  with  darkness  forever  !  Satsm 
is  vanquished!  Nothing  remains  but 
salvation,  with  eternal  glory^  eternal 
GLORY  !" 

Jeremiah  EvartSy  as  some  one  said  to 
him,  "  You  will  soon  see  Jesus  as  he  is, 
and  know  how  to  praise  him,"  replied, 
"O  wonderful,  wonderful,  wonderful 
glory !  We  cannot  comprehend — ^won- 
derful  glory !  I  will  praise  him,  I  will 
praise  him !  Wonderfril — ^glory---Jesus 
reigneth!" 
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POPULATION  9F  THE  AMERICAN  CONTINENT. 


Thb  following  speculations  concerning  the 
future  progress  of  population  on  the  Western 
continent  are  taken  from  the  Emcyclofjbdia 
Britannica,  article  America.  We  republish 
them  in  order  to  show  the  manner  in  which 
intelligent  writers  in  the  old  world  regard  the 
astonishing  progress  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  bearing  on  the  future  condition  of  the 
rest  of  the  continent.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  the  statistics  on  which  these  cal- 
culations are  based  are  nearly  20  years  old ; 
and  when  the  estimates  made  from  them  are 
compared  with  facts  since  ascertained,  it 
will  be  seen  that  they  are  under  rather  than 
above  the  truth. 

Humboldt  gives  the  following  esti- 
mate of  the  entire  population  of  Ame- 
rica in  1823 : 

Proportion. 

Whites,   -        .  13,471,000    38perct 
Indians,        -         8,610,000    25 

Mixed  races,     .,  6,4^8,000    18 


34,942,000 
If  we  assume  the  annual  ratio  of  in- 
crease to  be  two  per  cent,  per  annum 
upon  the  whole,  the  entire  population 
in  1830  will  he  about  40,000,000,  dis- 
tributed as  follows : — 


Brazil,     - 

-      5,000,000 

Colombia,    • 

.  2,860,000 

La  Plata, 

550,000 

Peru, 

-  1,740,000 

Bolivia,    - 

-      1,200,000 

Chili, 

-  1,200,000 

Paraguay, 

250,000 

VOL.  XIV. 

Banda  Oriental)   - 

-     100,000 

Guatimala, 

2,000,000 

Mexico, 

.  8,000.000 

United  States,  - 

12,000,000 

British  America,  • 

-  1,870,000 

Hayti,      - 

935,000 

Spanish  islands,  - 

-     800,000 

French  America, 

224,000 

Danish  America, 

40,000 

Dutch  America, 

114,000 

Independent  Indians, 

-  1,400,000 

The  black   population  of   America 

forms  three  groups,  the  centres  of  which 

are  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  United 

States,  in  the  West  India  islands,  and 

in  the  eastern  parts  of  Brazil : 

U.  States,       -        -        2,000,000 

West  Indies,      -        *    2,400,000 

Brazil,  -        -        2,800,000 

7,200,000 
The  number  of  blacks  in  all  other 
parts  of  America  probably  does  not 
amount  to  100,000. — One  of  the  most 
interesting  questions  connected  with 
America,  relates  to  the  increase  and 
probable  amount,  at  a  future  period,  of 
its  inhabitants.  It  was  the  astonishing 
progress  of  the  United  States  tnat  first 
clearly  unfolded  the  principles  on  which 
the  multiplication  of  human  beings  de- 
pends. We  know  with  certainty  that 
a  prosperous  community,  possessing 
abundance  of  unoccupied  land,  will 
double  its  numbers  in  25.  [23]  years, 
without  any  aid  from  emigration;  and 
as  the  scale  ascends  in  a  geometrical 
ratio,  a  short  time  necessarily  produces 
a  wonderful  change.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served,  however,  mat  the  whites,  pos- 
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sessing  the  advantages  of  superior  in- 
dustry, order,  and  forethought,  naturally 
increase  faster  than  the  other  classes. 
In  the  U.  States,  this  part  of  the  popu- 
lation increases  at  the  rate  of  three  per 
cent  [3i]  per  annum ;  and  when  the 
Spanish  American  repuhlica  have  set- 
tled down  into  a  tranquil  state,  there  is 
no  douht  that  their  white  inhabitants 
will  multiply  at  the  same  rate.  The 
Mexican  Indians,  and  probably  the  Pe- 
ruvians, have  also  been  increasing,  but 
slowly,  while  nearly  all  the  independent 
tribes  have  been  mouldering  away.  The 
black  population  does  not  maintain  its 
numbers  in  the  West  Indies  :  it  is 
rather  increasing  in  Brazil,  and  in  the 
U.  States  it  grows  rapidly.  Setting 
aside  the  West  Indies,  where  the  ne- 
groes do  not  increase,  and  attending  to 
the  c(»itinent  merely,  let  us  take  the 
number  of  each  class  as  it  stands  at 
present,  and  see  what  the  result  will  be 
in  a  course  of  years,  assuming  the  rate 
of  increase  to  be  three  per  cent  for  the 
whites,  one  and  a  half  per  cent  for  the 
negroes,  and  cme  per  cent,  for  the  civi- 
lized Indians.  If  the  whole  population 
18  40,000,000  at  present,  the  continental 
whites  will  be  about  16,000,000,  the 
Indians  about  9,500,000,  the  negroes 
5,000,000,  and  the  mixed  race  7  000,000. 
In  Spanish  America,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  mixed  race,  consisting  almost 
entirely  of  mestizoes,  will  merge  into 
the  white,  and  increase  nearly  in  the 
same  ratio.  We  shall  therefore  add  five 
sevenths  of  the  former  to  the  latter, 
whichwill  raise  the  whites  to 21,000,000. 
Number  of  whites  in  18:30,    21,000,000 

1855,    42,000,000 

1880,    84,000,000 
.    «  1905,  168,000,000 

1930,  336,000,000 
As  the  difficulty  of  providing  lor  the 
growing  annual  increment  of  inhabit- 
ants must  increase  with  the  magnitude 
of  the  population,  let  us  assume  that,  at 
the  end  of  a  century,  the  rate  of  in- 
crease  falls  to  two  per  cent  The  pe- 
riod of  doubling  wiU  then  be  thirty-six 
years. 

Number  of  whites  in  1966,    672,000,000 
«  «         2002,1,344,000,000 

2030,2,380,000,000 

Thus,  in  two  centuries,  the  whites 

now  in  America  would  multiply  to  a 

mass  of  people  three  times  as  great  as 


are  at  present  on  the  whole  surface  of 
the  globe. 

The  new  continent,  though  less  than 
half  the  size  of  the  old,  contains  at  least 
an  equal  quantity  of  useful  soil,  and 
much  more  than  an  equal  amount  of 
productive  power.  Of  the  31,000,000 
of  square  miles  which  compose  the 
three  eastern  continents,  we  cannot  find 
that  the  productive  soil  constitutes  so 
much  as  one  third,  and  of  that  third  a 
part  is  poor.  Now,  in  estimating  the 
useful  soil  of  America,  we  reject,  (1)  all 
the  region  northward  of  the  latitude  of 
53^,  amounting  to  2,600,000  square 
miles ;  (2)  a  belt  of  barren  land  about 
300  miles  broad  by  1000  in  length,  or 
300,000  square  miles,  lying  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Rocky  mountains ;  (3)  a 
belt  of  arid  land,  of  similar  extent,  situ- 
ated on  the  east  side  of  the  Andes,  be-  . 
tween  24°  and  40°  of  south  latitude ; 
(4)  the  desert  shore  of  Pefu,  equal  to 
tl}0,000  square  miles ;  (*5)  an  extent  of 
100,000  square  miles  for  the  arid  coun- 
try of  California  and  Sonora;  and  (6)  an 
extent  of  500,000  square  miles  for  the 
summits  of  the  Andes  and  the  southern 
extremity  of  Patagonia.  These  make 
an  aggregate  of  3,^)0,000  square  miles, 
which,  deducted  from  13,900,000,  the 
whole  surlace  of  the  American  conti- 
nent, leaves  10,000,000  square  miles  as 
the  quantity  of  uselul  soil.  Now,  what 
relation  does  the  Iruitfulness  of  the 
ground  bear  to  the  latitude  of  the  place  1 
The  productive  powers  of  the  soil  de- 
pend on  two  circumstances,  heat  and 
moisture ;  and  these  increase  as  we 
approach  the  equator.  First,  the  warm 
regions  of  the  globe  yield  larger  returns 
of  those  plants  which  they  have  in  com- 
mon with  the  temperate  zones  ;  and, 
next,  they  have  peculiar  plants,  which 
afford  a  much  greater  proportion  of 
nourishment  from  the  same  extent  of 
surface. 

The  writer  then  goes  into  a  calculation 
based  on  the  quantity  of  rain  and  mean  an- 
nual heat  in  different  latitudes,  from  which 
he  deduces  the  following  conclusion — viz: 

Latitude,  -  -  0°  15^  30©  45©  60* 
Productiveness,  100  90  65  35  12^ 
Assuming  that  the  number  of  per- 
sons whom  a  square  mile  can  sustain 
without  pressure  is  150  at  the  latitude 
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of  50s  we  have  26  as  the  sum  which 
expresses  the  productiveness  of  this 
parallel  Then,  taking,  for  the  sake  of 
simplicity,  35  as  the  index  of  the  pro- 
ductiveness  of  the  useful  soil  beyond 
30°  in  America,  and  85  as  that  of  the 
country  within  the  parallel  of  80^  on 
each  side  of  the  equator,  we  have  about 
4>100,000  square  miles,  each  capable  of 
supporting  200  persons,  and  5,700,000 
square  miles,  each  capable  of  support- 
u4r  490  persons.  It  follows  that,  if  the 
natural  resources  of  America  were  fully 
devek^>ed,  it  would  affi>rd  sustenance 
to  3,000,000,000  of  inhabitants,  a 
number  five  times  as  great  as  the  en- 
tire mass  of  human  beings  existing  at 
present  upon  the  globe.  And,  what  is 
more  surprising,  tfiere  is  every  proba- 
bility that  this  prodigious  peculation 
will  be  in  existence  within  three,  or,  at 
most,  four  centuries. 

The  imagination  is  lost  in  contem- 
plating a  state  of  things  which  will 
make  so  great  and  rapid  a  change  in 
the  condition  of  the  world.  We  almost 
fancy  that  it  is  a  dream ;  and  yet  the 
result  is  based  on  principles  quite  as 
certain  as  those  which  govern  the  con- 
duct  of  men  in  their  ordinary  pursuits. 
There  are  many  elements  of  disorder 
now  operating  in  Spanish  America,  but 
these  are  merely  the  dregs  left  by  the 
old  Spanish  despotism ;  and  the  Anglo- 
American  republic  is  a  pole-star  to 
guide  the  people  in  their  course  towards 
freedom  and  prosperity.  Nearly  all  so- 
cial improvements  spring  from  the  re- 
ciprocal influence  of  condensed  num- 
bers and  diffused  intelligence.  What, 
then,  will  be  the  state  of  society  in 
America  two  centuries  hence,  when  a 
thousand  or  two  thousand  millions  of 


civilized  men  are  crowded  into  a  space 
comparatively  so  narrow,  and  when  this 
immense  mass  of  human  beings  speak 
only  two  languages  !  We  take  for 
granted  that  the  Portuguese  will  merge 
into  the  Spanish  ;  and  it  is  clear  to  us 
that  the  Russians  will  never  obtain  a 
footing  in  the  new  world.  Such  a  state 
of  things  may  be  said  to  undo  the  curse 
of  Babel,  and  restore  the  great  mass  of 
mankind  to  their  pristine  facility  of  in* 
tercourse ;  for  the  languages  spoken  by 
the  communities  of  Europe  and  Asi^ 
will  be  as  unimportant  then,  in  the  ge- 
neral scale  of  the  globe,  as  the  dialects 
of  Hungary^  Finland  and  Bohemia  are 
in  Europe  at  this  day.  History  shows 
that  wealth,  power,  science,  literature, 
all  follow  in  the  train  of  numbers,  ge. 
neral  intelligence  and  freedom.  The 
same  causes  which  transferred  the 
sceptre  of  civilization  from  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates  and  the  Nile  to  Western 
Europe,  must,  in  the  course  of  no  long 
period,  carry  it  from  the  latter  to  the 
plains  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Ama- 
zon. Society,  after  all,  is  in  its  infancy; 
the  habitable  world,  when  its  productive 
powers  are  regarded,  may  be  said  hith- 
erto to  have  been  an  untenanted  waste. 
If  any  one  suspects  us  of  drawing  on 
our  fancy,  we  would  request  him  to  ex- 
amine thoroughly  the  condition  and  past 
progress  of  the  North  American  repub- 
lic«»  Let  him  look  at  its  amazing  strides 
in  wealth,  intelligence  and  social  im- 
provements ;  at  its  indestructible  liber- 
ty; and,  above  all,  at  the  prodigious 
growth  of  its  population ;  and  let  him 
answer  the  question  to  himself,  what 
power  can  stop  the  tide  of  civilization 
which  is  pouring  from  this  single  source 
over  an  unoccupied  world ! 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  A.  H.  M.  S. 


WISCONSIN. 


From  Rev,  J.  Porter^  Oreen  Bay, 

CABTU's   LOSS  AND  HEAVEN's  GAIN. 

Though  this  place  has  been  proverbi- 
ally healthy,  and  the  ranks  of  our  church 


and  society  have  very  rarely  been  broken 
by  the  messenger  of  death,  we  have  du- 
ring the  past  three  months  buried  two 
of  our  valuable  members.  The  first 
death  was  that  of  a  brother,  the  head  of 
a  family,  aged  about  45,  who  resided 
50  miles  from  town.  Living  at  such  a 
distance  we  saw  but  little  of  him.    But 
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when  business  brought  him  to  town  we 
were  sure  to  find  nim  in  the  prayer 
meeting,  and  to  hear  his  voice  imploring 
blessings  upon  the  church  and  people. 
We  had  no  knowledge  of  his  sickness 
until  the  melancholy  tidings  came  that 
he  was  dead.  But  concerning  his  last 
hours  we  have  the  testimony  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Marsh  of  the  Stockbridf^e 
mission,  who  was  with  him,  in  the 
double  office  of  physician  and  spiritual 
eounseUor.  After  a  day  of  usual  health 
he  was  taken  with  bilious  cholic  on 
Thur^ay  evening,  and  died  on  the  fol- 
k>wing  Monday  morning.  Brother  M. 
was  with  him  most  of  tl^  last  two  days 
of  his  life,  and  gives  the  following  par* 
ticulars.  His  distress  was  very  greats 
yet  be  said  much  on  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion, and  spoke  particularly  of  his  own 
reelings  in  view  of  death.  His.eod  was 
peace.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  un* 
conscious  for  a  moment  until  the  last, 
except  in  two  instances  when  he  faint- 
ed from  exertion  in  getting  up.  Hisl 
sun  went  down  with  scarce  an  interve- 1 
ning  cloud,  and  he  often  spoke  when' 
his  body  was  convulsed  with  pain,  of 
the  consolation  and  support  which  re- 
Ugion  afforded  him.  He  had  a  pre-sen- 
timent  almost  from  the  first  that  he 
should  not  recover,  and  forthwith  set  his 
house  in  order.  It  was  instructive  to 
behold  his  calmness  and  resignation  in 
taking  his  final  leave  of  his  wife  and 
child^n ;  and  to  hear  the  solemn  and 
aflectionate  counsel  he  gave  them ;  and 
to  have  seen  how  his  dying  instructions 
melted  the  hearts  of  his  impenitent 
friends  who  came  in  to  render  him  as- 
sistance. I  addressed  the  people  from 
the  words  Rev.  14:  13,  and  seldom 
have  I  attended  a  funeral  where  I  could 
feel  that  those  blessed  words  were  more 
appropriate  in  view  of  all  that  I  had 
witnessed.  Truly  the  memory  of  the 
just  is  blessed.  We  on  earth  have  in 
this  event  lost  for  a  season  a  brother ; 
but  heaven  has  gained  an  angel. 

The  other  death  in  our  number  we 
have  more  deeply  felt,  because  it  oc- 
curred in  the  very  midst  of  us.  This 
was.  the  wife  of  Mr.  William  Mitchell,  I 
an  elder  of  this  church.  On  the  last  I 
evening  of  autumn  she  with  her  hus- 
band called  upon  their  pastor  to  consult 
for  the  peace  and  purity  of  Zion.    We 


passed  together  a  cheerful  hour.  It  was 
her  last  errand  of  love  and  mercy.  She 
returned  to  her  family,  administered  to 
the  wants  of  her  husband  who  was  a 
little  unwell,  retired  to  her  bed  and 
never  rose  from  it  again.  In  about  30 
hours,  earth's  scenes  had  all  faded  from 
her  sight,  and  heaven's  glories  had 
beamed  upon  her  soul. 

Mrs.  M.  was  bom  at  Prairie  du  Chien* 
on  the  Mississippi^  and  was  there  edu- 
cated a  Roman  Catholic.  I  have  heard 
her  say  that  when  a  girl«  a  Romish 
priest,  being  on  a  visit,  to  her  mother 
from  St,  Louis,  and  seeing  a  Bible  upon 
her  mantle-piece,  which  some  Protes- 
tant had  given  the  facpily,  he  took  it  up 
and  remarked  to  the  mother  in  an  nnd^ 
tone,  intending  that  the  misses  should 
not  hear  it :  **  This  is  a  dangerous  book; 
you  must  not  let  your  daughters  read 
it."  **  I  now  wonder,"  she  said,  as  she 
related  the  circumstance,  **that  I  did 
not,  because  of  that  prohibition,  get  the 
book  secretly,  and  see  what  there  was 
in  it  so  bad  ;  but  I  was  so  indifferent  I 
was  very  willing  it  should  be  forbidden." 
By  the  kind  direction  of  God  she  was  at 
length  thrown  much  into  the  society  of 
Protestant  Christians,  and  about  twelve 
years  since,  then  being  married  and 
settled  on  the  island  of  Mackinac,  du- 
ring the  time  of  a  precious  revival  of 
religion,  herself  and  husband  were  truly 
converted,  as  we  have  delightful  reason 
to  believe,  and  united  with  the  Presby- 
terian church,  of  which  she  was  a  liv- 
ing member  and  ornament  until  her  de« 
cease.  The  night  of  her  attack  with 
her  last  brief  sickness,  she  seemed  to 
feel  that  her  recovery  was  very  doubtful 
To  a  beloved  christian  sister  who  passed 
the  night  with  her,  she  freely  and  fully 
expressed  her  mind  concerning  her  own 
condition  and  her  family.  She  spoke 
with  great  humility  of  her  own  un- 
worthiness ;  of  the  exceeding  precious- 
ness  of  Christ,  her  entire  confidence 
in  him.  ^  If  1  had  a  doubt"  she  said 
among  many  high'y  gratifying  remarks, 
^*  of  my  love  to  the  Savior,  in  this  hour 
of  trial,  I  should  be  miserable."  During 
all  this  time  her  bodily  sufibrings  were 
dreadful,  and  for  the  last  24  hours  she 
said  but  little.  Medical  skill  and  the 
sympathies  of  most  endeared  friends 
could  not  arrest  the  messenger  of 
death. 
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"  They  sought  to  stay 
An  angel  on  the  earth,  a  spirit  ripe 
For  heaven;  and  mercy  in  her  love  refused- 
Most  merciful,  as  oft,  when  seeming  least." 

After  her  conversion  Mrs.  M.  found 
her  heart  drawn  out  very  strongly  in 
behalf  of  her  brothers  and  sisters  who 
were  educated  like  herself  in  the  Papal 
church;  and  through  her  agency,  she  had 
the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of  seeing 
three  of  them  hopefully  renewed  1^  the 
Spirit  of  Grod.  And  during  the  last 
winter  of  her  life,  five  individuals  in  her 
own  household  were  apparently  con- 
verted. As  she  saw  these  last  displays 
of  divine  power  and  love,  she  often  said, 
with  tears  of  gratitude  :  "  O  !  I  am  so 
unworthy  that  God  should  thus  come 
under  my  roof."  Her  work  with  us 
is  done ;  but  she  has  gathered  some 
preciouis  jewels  to  be  feet  in  her  glorious 
Savior's  crown. 

Accompanying  the  beloved  remains 
to  the  grave,  with  the  Methodist  presi- 
ding elder  of  this  district,  who  has  been 
for  several  years  on  the  frontier,  he  re- 
tnarked,  that  he  believed  there  was  no 
instance  of  female  piety  in  the  western 
country  more  distinguished  than  that  of 
Mrs.  M.,  and  none  whose  death  would 
be  more  sincerely  deplored.  The  Bible 
which  in  her  youth  was  a  forbidden  and 
forgotten  book,  became  her  guide  in  life, 
her  comfort  in  sickness,  and  her  support 
in  death.  Its  instructions  turned  her 
natural  g^yety  and  ^eat  buoyancy  of 
spirit  into  vigorous  faith  and  spirit-stir- 
ring benevolence.  Though  we  weep  for 
our  loss,  we  rejoice  in  the  hope,  that» 

**  While  our  silent  steps  are  straying 
Lonely  through  night's  deepening  shade, 
Glory's  brightest  beams  are  playing 
Round  our  sainted  sister's  head." 


ILLINOIS. 


BREAKING   UP  NEW  GROUND. 

Since  I  last  wrote  to  you  we  have 
completed  our  school-house;  which  af- 
fords us  a  comfortable  place  for  worship. 
I  hope  it  will  shortly  prove  too  small  for 
us.  This  work  would  not  have  been 
done  had  I  not  come  here.  The  work- 
men are  paid.  We  have  a  singing  school 

22* 


in  operation — 40  or  50  scholars.  $40 
are  raised  for  its  support  Doubtless, 
this  is  gotten  up  through  your  mission- 
ary alone.  We  have  two  evenings  ap- 
propriated to  singing,  one  for  improve- 
ment in  literature  and  science,  one  for 
prayer  on  Wednesday  and  another  on 
Sabbath  evening.  So  that  five  evenings 
are  occupied  in  the  week,  four  of  them 
at  the  house  in  this  village,  which  I  at- 
tend. We  have  our  two  elders  i;esiding 
here;  both  have  a  family  of  boys. of 
good  age  and  ability— each  elder  has  a 
good  team  and  can  both  labor.  Yet  I 
have  all  the  fires  to  make,  all  .the  wood 
to  furnish,  and  all  the  lights  to  provide. 
Last  evening  lights  were  provided,  and 
will  hereafter  be  for  the  singing  school, 
but  for  all  our  religious  meetings  I  ex- 
pect to  furnish  wocS  and  lights.  When 
I  came  here  in  July,  the  inhabitants 
were  out  of  water-— their  wells  were 
dry.  The  next  day,  after  removing  my 
family  here,  I  dug  one  for  myself  as  a 
temporary  supply,  and  in  a  day  or  two 
I  obtained  one  by  assistance,  which 
supplied  the  neighbors  sometimes  with 
60  pails  full  in  a  day. 

I  am  not  here,  because  there  have 
been  opened  to  me  no  other  fields.  Nor 
was  I  ignorant  of  the  trials  to  be  borne 
here  in  organizing  this  community.  The 
heathen  must  have  the  Gospiel  and 
know  its  excellency,  before  they  will 
sustain  its  institutions.  And  so  must 
this  people. 

This  community  has  been  gathered 
from  various  states,  some  have  come 
from  societies  well  organized  and  en- 
joying good  religious  privileges — but 
none  are  here  who  ever  did  any  thing 
considerable  in  sustaining  the  ordinan- 
ces, or  in  binding  together  the  people. 
All  appear  to  be  glad  to  have  a  minister 
settle  among  them,  to  kneel  at  the  bed- 
side of  sickness. 


We  publish  the  foregoing,  not  as  approving 
the  course  pursued  by  ihe  writer,  for  of  its 
propriety  we  have  some  doubt.  It  is  possikU 
that  at  the  very  beginning  of  a  mission  it 
may  be  right  for  a  minister  to  humor  the  in- 
dolence ^nd  apathy  of  his  people,  and  to  as- 
sume for  a  time  such  secular  burdens  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  an  example  of  enterprisa 
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an^i  public  spirit;  but  it  should  be  only  in 
extraordinary  cases,  and  for  a  short  period. 
If  he  cannot  hare  the  privilege  of  preaching 
the  Gospel  without  being  permanently  cum- 
bered with  servioes  like  the  above,  he  should 
consider  it  his  duty  to  seek  another  field. 


OHUBCH  EDIFIGE  ERECTED. 

Frowi^  Rev.   R.    BameSf  WashingUm^ 
TazeweU  co. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to 
inform  jou  that  we  have  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  oar  meeting-house  so 
far  along  as  to  be  able  to  occupy  it 
Although  we  have,  as  yet*  no  pulpit, 
and  the  seats  s^^  temporary,  it  is  really 
pleasant  to  have  the  use  of  a  house 
which  we  are  not  obliged  to  occupy  in 
turn  with  Campbellites,  Universalists, 
and  every  thing  else  that  comes  along. 
It  was  four  weeks  last  Sabbath  since 
we  occupied  the  house  the  first  time, 
when  1  preached  from  the  text,  ^  Hith- 
erto hath  the  Lord  helped  us  ;"  and 
gave  a  brief  history  of  the  church. 
It  has  increased  four-fold  during  the 
period  of  my  ministerial  labors.  Its 
pecuniary  circumstances  are  still  em- 
barrassing. A  large  portion  of  its  mem- 
bers find  it  to  be  with  great  difficulty 
that  they  can  meet  their  necessary  ex- 

Eenses.  From  these  embarrassments, 
owever,  they  are  slowly  rising.  We 
hope  for  better  times — particularly  in  ^ 
spiritual  point  of  view.  Our  weekly 
prayer  meeting  is  better  sustained  thau 
formerly,  and  our  prayer  to  God  is, 
"Wilt  thou  not  receive  us  again  that 
thy  people  may  rejoice  in  thee  V 


OHIO. 


COLLATERAL    INFLUENCE    OF     AN     EDU- 
CATED MINISTKT. 

Our  secular  orators,  on  the  fourth  of  July 
and  other  similar  occasions,  declaim  with 
just  indignation  against  the  social  arrange- 
ments of  foreign  lands,  by  whicb  vast  mul- 
titudes are  kept  in  deep  ignorance;  and  they 
portray  in  brilliant  colors  the  advantages  of 
our  own  land  where  knowledge  is  accessible 


to  all  who  seek  it.  But  few,  even  of  our 
statesmen,  and  those  whose  official  duty  it 
is  to  care  for  the  advancement  of  societjp, 
seem  to  be  sufficiently  aware,  that  for  the 
actual  diffiision  of  intelligence,  our  country  is 
mainly  indebted  to  the  Protestant  ministry. 
A  large  proportion  of  all  that  is  done  to  wake 
up  a  zeal  for  education,  is  done  by  the  evan- 
gehcal  clergy.  They  not  only  exert  a  direet 
influence, by  starting  literary  institutions,  and 
co-operating  with  their  teachers,  as  guardians 
or  trustees,  but  they  also  exercise  a  silent 
though  powerful  influence  in  favor  of  intelleo- 
tualprogress,amongthosewho€onstitutetheir 
ststed  hearers.  This  arises  necessarily  from 
the  fact  that  the  religion  of  the  Gospel  is  a 
religion  of  intelligence.  It  is  based  in  truth, 
it  is  THK  TSUTH,  ou  uioral  subjects,  and 
therefore  all  other  truth  is  more  or  less  re- 
lated to  it,  and  promotive  of  it.  Every  faith- 
ful minister  of  the  word  of  God,  therefore^ 
finds  himself  led  to  increase  the  mental  ac- 
tivity and  resources  of  his  people,  as  a  means 
of  their  religious  progress.  Hence,  the  un- 
speakable value  of  these  men  in  form* 
ing  the  national  mind  is  such,  that  to  have 
them  broken  up  and  removed  Irom  the  posi- 
tion they  hold,  would  be  a  lo:$s  infliuiely 
greater  than  the  overthrow  of  any  other  so- 
cial institution  whatever.  It  is  true,  the  state 
might  provide  by  law  for  the  maintenance  of 
schools,  but  education  without  the  savor  of 
scriptural  morality  would  make  a  people  but 
the  more  dexterous  in  the  ruinous  work  of 
revolution.  They  might  sin  classically  and 
scientifically,  but  not  the  less  fatally  on  that 
account. 

These  remarks  have  been  induced  by  the 
constant  allusions,  in  the  reports  of  our 
missionaries,  to  the  part  they  are  called  to 
take  in  promoting  the  diflusion  ol  knowledge 
around  them — some  in  one  way  and  some  in 
another.  We  subjoin  a  single  extract,  which 
though  it  may  stem  like  ''  a  Cay  uf  small 
things"  to  those  who  dwell  in  cultiva- 
ted communuies,  is  yet  a  very  significant 
symptom  uf  the  way  in  which  lighi  is  tra- 
velling hand  m  hand  uitb  rehgkin  into  the 
dark  corners  of  the  land. 

We  had  exercises  at  P.  meeting- 
house on  New- Year's  day,  184*^  as  fol- 
lows— 1st  Call  to  order  by  the  President 
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<^  the  meetiflff,  with  a.  statement  of  the 
object  2d.  Music  by  the  choir,  Bene- 
verUo.  dd.  Prayer.  4th.  An  address  on 
**  New-Year's  day"  occupying  ten  mi- 
nutes. 5tb.  An  address  on  Moral  Edu- 
cation— Bible  in  schools,  &c.,  15  mi- 
nutes. 6th.  An  address  on  Temperance, 
20  minutes.  7th.  Music — Fernandino, 
8th.  An  address  was  expected  on  the 
subject  of  Sacred  Music,  but  the  person 
appointed  failed.  9th.  A  demonstration 
on  the  black  board  of  the  47th  Prop,  of 
Euclid.  lOth.  The  subject  assigned 
was  Govefnmcnt  in  school^*  but  the  ad- 
dress was  not  delivered.  1 1th.  Mis- 
sions. 12th.  Music — Zion.  ISth.  On 
the  soil  of  Mumee  Prairies ;  and  14th. 
Illustration  of  the  Cube  root,  were  not 
delivered.  A  similar  failure  attended 
number  16,  viz.  Geology.  No.  15^  on 
Agriculture,  was  delivered,  and  the 
meeting  closed  by  music  and  prayer. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  a  library 
for  a  **  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Ge- 
neral Knowledge,"  intellectual  and  mo- 
ral, based  on  the  christian  religion,  and 
950  raised  at  the  meeting  for  the  object ' 
There  were  more  failures  than  usual, 
yet  there  were  6  exercises— t-enough  for 
short  days.  We  give  out  quite  a  num- 
ber, so  as  to  be  sure  of  a  supply  of  lec- 
turers and  addresses.  The  exercises  are , 
for  the  New- Year  and  the  4th  of  July. 
We  commenced  as  long  ago  as  1835 
with  "Temperance,"  and  then  added 
^*  Missions,"  and  so  on,  till  it  has  be- 
come a  kind  of  semi-annual  (Boston) 
Institute,  conducted  with  special  refe- 
rence to  Bible  principles.  We  are  be- 
ginning to  have  quite  a  literary  atmos- 
phere. Some  of  our  boys  do  wonders. 
In  one  case  extraordinary  mathematical 
powers  have  been  developed.  A  youth 
of  19  gave  us  last  4th  of  July  a  good 
lecture  on  Astronomyi  In  another  new 
vigor  has  been  evolved  from  a  point 
least  expected,  on  moral  and  intellec- 
tual philosophy,  and  so  on  temperance, 
missions,  &c.  Our  house  was  com- 
pletely filled  ;  some  came  from  quite  a 
distance. 

Humble  as  this  kind  of  influenee-  may 
■eem,  it  is  of  a  nature  tu  do  great  good. 
From  the  cabins  in  that  settlement  on  the 
edge  of  the  prairie,  may  yet  come  forth  m^n 
of  science  as  well  as  of  mind,  who  will  look 


back  to  those  well  directed  impulses  given 
by  a  missionary's  band,  as  having  started 
and  guided  them  into  a  career  of  uaefulaess 
and  honor. 


From   a  Missionary  on  the  National 
Road, 

I  have  what  my  brethren  in  the  mi- 
nistry here  call  **a  hard  field"  to  culti- 
rate.  Situated  as  I  am  on  the  great 
national  road,  where  Sabbath-breaking 
is  legalised  by  the  laws  of  the  nation, 
we  have  much  to  counteract  out  eiSbrts. 
Yet  we  have  not  labored  altc^ether  in 
vain.  A  considerable  number  £ave  been 
awakened  who  have  attended  in  ihs 
ministration  to  this  congregation.  The 
greater  part,  however,  have  joined  the 
Methodist  church,  their  friends  and 
sympathies  drawing  in  that  direction. 
Only  four  of  the  converts  have  joined 


MICHIGAN. 

From  a  Missionary  recently  arrived  on 
his  field. 

The  church  has  been  considerably 
distracted,  and  for  a  long  time  there 
had  been  no  conversions.  In  this  state 
of  things  a  very  large  company  of  youth 
has  arisen  here  ;  and  for  the  purposes 
of  singing,  or  something  else,  accus- 
tomed themselves  to  attend  meetings. 
I  found  perhaps  two  thirds  of  my  con- 
gregation young  men  and  women,,  and 
what  is  peculiar,  only  one  or  two  of 
them  professing  religion.  I  5xed  my 
eye  on  the  conversion  of  these  young 
people,  telling  the  church  they  must 
themselves  attend  to  their  diflSculties 
and  remove  them.  They  have  been 
at  work  and  succeeded  at  length  in 
healing  nearly  every  wound.  Most 
manifestly  a  diflferent  state  of  feeling 
exists  in  the  church.  But  I  found  it  a 
much  more  difl^ult  point  than  I  anti- 
cipated, to  labor  for  the  conversion  of 
my  young  friends.  Most  of  them  had 
grown  up  in  irreligion,  and  though  ac- 
customed to  attend  meetings^  it  was  for 
purposes  far  dififerent  from  the  salvation 
of  their  souls.    Deadly  errors  were  pre- 
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vailing  among  them,  and  when  they  dis- 
covered my  object,  many  of  them  strongly 
x>ppo6ed.  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 
present,  with  all  possible  clearness,  the 
great,  discriminating  doctrines  of  the 
Bible,  and  with  the  expectation  that 
every  point  would  be  most  strongly 
contested,  often  having  found  their 
leaders  taking  notes  of  the  sermon.  But 
the  opposition  has  at  length  subsided, 
except  with  a  few  individuals,  and  they 
treat  me  kindly.  The  general  confi- 
dence is  gained ;  and  now  as  I  solemnly 
and  affectionately  address  them,  and 
make  my  applications  of  eternal  truth, 
an  awful  stillness  pervades  the  house  ; 
some  cheeks  are  bedewed  with  tears  ; 
their  trifling  has  ceased ;  their  New- 
Year's  ride  or  ball  was  relinquished  by 
most,  the  church  begins  to  embrace 
them  with  her  prayers,  and  one  or  two  are 
beginning  to  utter  to  the  others  solemn 
warnings.  I  have  just  learned  that  one 
of  their  leaders  is  so  distressed  that  he 
scarcely  dares  to  close  his  eyes  to  sleep 
lest  he  should  awake  in  hell,  and 
without  reserve  tells  them  all  his  feel- 
ings. The  whole  company  is  manifestly 
alarmed.    O  how  critical  their  state ! 

I  have  evidence  that  my  labors  have 
been  crowned  with  some  success  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  conversion  of 
sinners  the  last  quarter.  Four  persons 
appear  to  have  come  out  very  decidedly 
for  the  Lord.  Two  of  these  are  young 
ladies,  one  of  them  recently  married,  the 
other  two  are  fathers  and  husbands, 
whose  wives  belong  to  the  church.  One 
of  them  was  a  diflicult  case.  He  was 
^eatly  ofiended,  and  for  some  time  re- 
fused ever  to  hear  me  preach  again, 
because  I  would  give  him  no  encourage- 
ment of  being  saved  by  his  morality. 
But  that  company  of  youth  are  on  my 
mind  night  and  day.  I  have  reasoned 
with  them  in  private  and  public,  and 
prayed  for  theui,  until  I  have  become 
strongly  attached  to  them,  and  I  have 
some,  i  think,  increasing  evidence  of 
their  becoming  attached  to  me.  But,  O, 
it  must  be  the  mighty  power  of  God  to 
subdue  their  hearts !  Among  other  dis- 
couragements I  tiud  almost  the  whole 
of  the  young  men  opposed  to  tempe- 
rance eiibrts,  and  it  is  said  accustomed 
to  ttie  occasional  use  of  intoxicating 
drinks. 

My  labors  have  been  rather  arduous* 


I  have  found  it  necessary  to  preach 
from  five  to  eight  times  per  week. 

Good  done  by  mission&ry  clothing  sent 
from  the  East. 

The  clothing  from  our  friends  and 
benefactors  at  the  East  has  been  a  very 
great  relief  to  us  this  winter.  In  con- 
sequence, we  and  our  families  are  com- 
fortably and  decently  clad,  without  our 
being  in  debt  for  it  We  thank  God, 
and  thank  the  donors  for  these  things. 
The  distribution  for  this  Presbytery, 
was  a  most  novel  and  interesting  scene. 
You  can  better  imagine  it  than  I  can 
describe  it  I  believe  that  obtaining 
those  boxes  has  given  our  ministers 
new  courage  and  confidence  in  Crod, 
alid  rendered  them  more  faithful ;  it 
certainly  has  enabled  them  to  pursue 
their  labors  with  less  secular  interrup- 
tion. 


BEVrVAL. 

From  Rev,  J,  G,  Kanouse,  Saline. 

PREACHING  AND  VISITING. 

With  an  uncommon  degree  of  bodily 
weakness  for  some  time  subsequent 
to  my  sickness,  i  labored  to  keep  up 
my  three  appointments  on  the  Sabbath. 
The  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace 
was  uniformly  encouraging,  and  the 
congregation  unusually  solemn,  and 
generally  aflfected  to  tears.  This  en- 
couraging state  of  feeling  continued  in 
the  church  and  congregation  until  about 
the  first  of  October,  when  I  resolved  oh 
visiting  every  family  connected  with  my 
charge  for  the  purpose  of  holdmg  reli- 
gious and  personal  conversation,  with 
both  parents  and  children.  This  reso- 
lution has  been  carried  into  e^ct  in 
three  of  our  school  districts.  These 
visits  have  invariably  been  instructive, 
solemn  and  encouraging.  Another  part 
of  my  resolution  was  to  preach  every 
evemng  in  tbe  school  house  of  the  dis- 
trict, where  I  was  visiting.  This  has 
been  done  in  the  first  school  district ;  I 
spent  five  weeks  visiting  every  day, 
when  able,  and  preaching  every  even- 
ing : — in  another  four  weeks ;  and  in  a 
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third,  where  I  am  now  laboring,  two. 
Two  weeks  have  also  been  spent  pre- 
paratory to  our  communion.  When  my 
labors  in  the  third  school  district,  which 
I  am  now  visiting,  shall  be  closed,  a 
Httle  more  than  one  half  of  my  charge 
win  have  been  visited.  The  good  re- 
sulting from  these  efforts  to  my  own 
soul  is  inexpressible,  and  the  results  to 
others,  the  day  of  judgment  will  fully 
disclose.  Even  here  we  are  permitted 
to  witness  some  of  them. 

RESTTLTS  OF   THE  EFFORT. 

Qod  has  owned  our  efforts  to  call  home 
many  a  wandering  prodigal  to  the  em- 
brace of  his  paternal  arras.  Aback- 
sliding  church  has  once  more  been 
roused  to  repentance  and  christian  ac- 
tion. Family  altars,  long  since  in  ruins, 
have  been  rebuilt,  and  are  now  faith- 
fliUy  attended  to  morning  and  evening. 
On  the  part  ef  many  parents,  confessions 
to  the  pledges  of  tbeir  love  and  the  souls 
of  their '  charge,  sufficient  to  break  a 
heart  of  stone,  have  been  repeatedly 
made.  These  confessions,  accompanied 
by  the  prayer  of  faith  and  vigorous 
dferts  for  the  salvation  of  households, 
have  been  owned  by  Grod  as  the  fire 
and  hammer  to  break  the  stony  heart. 
The  blessed  Comforter  has  come  as 
Christ  has  promised  ;  yes,  he  has  come 
in  the  church  in  mighty  power.  His 
work  has  been  to  humble  our  pride, 
increase  our  faith  and  love,  and  bind  up 
ihe  broken  in  heart.  In  this  church  he 
has  comforted  all  who  mourn  in  Zion. 

Nor  have  the  blessed  results  of  this 
efibrt  been  confined  to  the  members  of 
the  church.  The  attention  of  sinners, 
even  hardened  sinners,  many  of  them 
past  the  meridian  of  life,  covered  over 
with  gray  hairs,  has  been  forested. 
Convictions  have  been  deep.  Never 
did  the  law  of  Grod,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  appear  more  glorious  than 
in  this  work.  Many  of  the  subjects  of 
conviction  have  for  years  been  con- 
firmed in  the  doctrine  of  universal  sal- 
vation. But,  blessed  be  God,  they  are 
now  rejoicing  in  hope,  and  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  evidence  of  pardoned  sin. 
To  hear  them  speak  of  Christ,  and  re- 
commend the  glorious  Redeemer  of 
mankind  to  those  who  have  been  their 
companions  in  sin,  is  truly  surprising 


and  very  affecting.  The  power  and 
benevolence^  of  God  shiiies  gloriously, 
and,  to  the  astonishment  of  all,  in  the 
degrees  of  grace  imparted  to  these  con* 
verts.  More  than  fifty  souls,  from  the 
age  of  fifteen  to  seventy,  have  thus 
been  rescued,  by  the  pow^r  of  redeem* 
ing  blood,  from  sin's  destructive  ways* 
Many  of  them  were  seldom  seen  in  the 
house  ot  God  on  the  Sabbath — others 
not  at  all.  The  astonishing  change 
which  God  has  wrought  can  never  be 
described.  This  change  is  visible  both 
in  and  out  of  the  church.  Indeed,  "  Old 
things  have  passed  away"  and  all 
things  appear  new. 

We  have  had  but  one  communion 
since  the  commencement  of  this  revival. 
At  that  precious  season  we  had  an 
accession  of  forty-three  to  our  number. 
Twenty-three  of  them  are  heads  of 
families,  twelve  fathers  and  eleven 
mothers  ;  and  what  is  yery  remarkable 
and  cheering  to  us,  there  stood  up  on  the 
day  of  our  communion,  in  order  to  take 
upon  them  voluntarily  the  vows  of  the 
Lordt  eleven  husbands  and  their  wives. 

The  work  is  still  going  on.  It  is  a 
gradual*  but  glcH'ious  woric,  and  at  no 
time  have  our  prospects  been  so  cheer- 
ing as  at  the  present.  O  pray  for  us, 
that  we  may  in  no  way  grieve  away  the 
Holy  Spirit ! 

What  shall  we  do  with  the  blessing  1 

Our  places  of  worship  are  more  than 
full.  The  people  crowd  in,  and  crowd 
in,  and  still  crowd  in,  until  they  can  find 
no  place  to  stand,  and  then  look  in  with 
wishful' and  tearful  eyes,  as  they  leave 
the  door  to  seek  some  other  place. 
Said  God, "  I  will  pour  you  out  a  bless- 
ing that  there  shall  not  be  room  to 
contain  it"  Here  we  have  just  such 
a  blessing — to  God  be  the  glory  !  To 
you,  to  your  Society,  and  to  the  friends 
of  Home  Missions,  we  send  our  thanks 
for  the  aid  you  have  aflRjrded  us.  We 
were  "  hungry  and  you  gave  us  meat — 
thirsty  and  you  gave  us  drink" — may 
God  bless  you,  while  we  thank  you, 
thank  you^  thank  you  ! 

The  writer  then  goes  on  to  speak  of  th« 
groat  necessity — which  this  revival  has  but 
increased— iur  a  place  of  public  worship. 
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The  people^  he  eays,  have  subscribed  to  j     Monday,  IZth.    Went  to  P ,  by 

their  utmost  for  erecting  a  church,  but  still    request  of  Miss  S.^  who  is   in  a  low 


about  1300  in  cash  will  be  indispensable  to 
carry  on  the  enterprise*  For  this  he  makes 
a  most  urgent  appeal,  and  wbhes  the  secre- 
taries  of  the  A.  H.  M  S.  to  exert  their  per- 
sonal influence  to  secure  the  amount.  We 
can  only  say,  in  regard  to  this  request,  that 
io  many  of  a  similar  nature  are  made,  that  a  | 
compliance  with  them  would  abstract  our 
attention  from  the  work  of  providing  for  the 
missionaries  themselves.  At  the  same  time 
any  donations  which  the  benevolent  may 
make  to  this  worthy  object,  if  committed  to 
our  care,  shall  be  faithfully  transmitted. 


EXTRACTS 


FltOM    A    MISSIONABT'S 
JOURNAL. 


The  minufest  details  of  Foreign  Mission- 
ary journals  are  received  with  interest,  be- 
cause they  admit  the  reader  into  the  interior 
of  the  niissionary'a  bosom,  and  render  us 
fam'diar  with  all  his  trials  and  joys.  Not  less 
replete  with  circumstances  adapted  to 
awaken  sympathy  and  excite  to  prayer  are 
the  journals  of  some  of  our  Home  Mission- 
aries. The  following  extracts  are  from  the 
diary  of  one  concerning  whom  it  may  be 
truly  said,  "  He  hath  labored,  and  had  pa- 
tience, and  hath  not  fainted." 

There  is  now  a  good  degree  of  atten- 
tion in  each  of  my  four  churches.  The 
congregations  on  the  Sabbath  are  some- 
what  larger  this  winter  than  usual.  A 
Sabbath  school  is  maintained  by  each. 
On  my  late  visit  to  these  churches  I  ad- 
ministered the  sacrament,  and  received 

five  into  the  church  at  N ,  all  by 

profession ;    one    into    the   church   at 

r ,  by  profession;  and  seven  into 

the  church  at  A ,   four  by  letter, 

and  three  by  profession.  I  endeavor  to 
visit  the  families  and  schools  as  far  as 
I  am  able,  but  you  will  readily  see,  that 
in  a  parish  thirty  miles  long,  these  visits 
must  necessarily  be  unfrequent. 

Sabbath,  Dec.  I2tk,  1841.  Preach- 
ed in  C ,  three  miles  from  home. 

The  weather  was  cold,  the  roads  bad, 
and  few  attended  meeting.  Rode  to  St 
C— -,  and  preached  in  the  evening  to 
a  larffe  congregation.  Text,  "  Show 
tbyseu  a  man,"  1  Kings  2,  2. 


state  of  health,  expecting  soon  to  die. 
She  said  she  had  sent  for  me  to  converse 
and  pray  with  her,  probably  for  the  last 
time.  She  appeared  to  be  in  a  very  ex- 
cellent frame  of  mind,  waiting  for  the 
hour  of  her  departure.  She  showed  a 
letter  of  her  dismission  from  a  church  in 
New-Hampshire,  and  recommendation 
to  the  church  at  P— ^,  which  she 
had  received  since  she  has  been  con- 
fined to  her  room.  She  expressed  a 
desire  to  be  received  into  the  church, 
that  she  might  die  in  the  church.  She 
also  desired  the  sacrament  to  be  admin- 
istered to  her.  The  session  and  a  few 
others  were  accordingly  convened  in 
her  room,  and  after  receiving  her  into 
the  church,  the  sacrament  was  admin« 
istered  under  most  solemn  circumstan- 
ces. Here  was  one  of  our  number  who, 
in  all  probability,  would  be  in  eternitr 
in  a  few  days  at  the  longest ;  but  blessedt 
forever  blessed,  be  the  name  of  Him 
who  has  turned  the  sting  and  curse  oC 
death  into  joy  and  peace  through  the 
!  atonement !  Such  we  all  felt  would  be 
the  happy  death  of  Miss  S.  We  bade 
her  farewell,  expecting  to  meet  her  next 
at  the  bar  of  God,  and  enter  with  her 
into  the  celestial  city.  As  we  shook 
hands,  I  asked  her  if  this  religious  ex- 
ercise had  been  blessed  to  her  comfort, 
and  peace  in  Christ  She  answered  in 
I  a  sott  whisper,  being  unable  to  speak 
;  aloud,  **  Yes,  O  yes,  it  has,  it  has  been 
!  a  blessed  hour.  O  I  wish  I  had  some 
jone  to  pray  with  me  an  hour  every 
day."  "  Farewell,"  said  I,  "  we  sh Jl 
meet  again."  As  we  retired  from  the 
house  I  could  only  think  of  the  wish  of 
one  of  old,  "  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  &c."  And  also  that  sweet  as- 
surance of  the  Lord — "Blessed  are  the 
[  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord."  The  day 
being  fully  spent,  I  took  supper  and 
mounted  my  horse,  being  obliged  to 
return  home  on  account  of  the  sickness 
I  of  my  wife.  The  night  was  dark  and 
the  road  bad,  so  that  it  was  a  late  hour 
before  I  finished  the  last  of  the  12  miles 
of  the  evening's  ride.  Found  my  wife 
very  sick  with  the  scarlet  fever,  and 
though  wearied  with  fatigue  of  the  day, 
was  obliged  to  watch  with  her  that 
night. 

Tuesday,  lith.     While  slumbering 
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this  morning  to  mftke  np  fot  wakeful- 
ness and  weariness,  I  was  awakened  by 
a  messenger  from  N— *-)  who  came  to 
inform  me  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  L— - — , 
a  sister  in  the  church  there»  and  to  re- 
quest me  to  preach  a  fnneral  sermon. 
Spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in 
attention  to  domestic  concerns,  and  in 
preparation  for  the  funeral  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,   15ih.    Rode  to  N , 

a  very  cold,  uncomfortable  day.  A  large 
congregation  assembled,  and  gave  a 
solemn  attention.  After  accompanying 
the  corpse  to  the  grave,  I  visited  the 
children,  now  left  orphans,  and  then 
returned  home. 

Thursday,  I6th,  Was  sent  for  from 
P—  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Miss 
S— -,  who  this  day  passed  joyfully 
through  the  gates  of  death,  to  the  pre- 
sence of  her  gjlorified  Saviour,  and  her 
rich  reward. 

Friday,  I7th,  A  very  rainy  morning. 
Rode  to  P— ,  twelve  miles,  in  an 
unceasing  shower  of  rain>  which  con- 
tinued through  the  day.  As  I  passed 
the  cemetery,  meditating  upon  the  sight 
of  a  grave  opening  to  receive  a  fellow 
mortal,  behold,  instead  of  one  grave,  two 
were  prepared.  I  passed  on  to  the 
meeting  house,  and  there  were  two 
coflSlns  and  two  sets  of  mourners.  Ano- 
ther person  having  died  about  the  same 
time  with  Miss  8.,  it  was  requested 
that  the  funeral  exercises  of  both  should 
be  attended  at  once.  I  felt  sorry  that 
such  arrangements  had  been  made,  as 
the  religious  character  of  the  t^o  d  iffered 
very  much.  I  determined,  however,  to 
comply  with  the  requests  and  to  be  plain 
and  faithful.  Notwithstanding  the  rain, 
the  meeting  house  was  filled,  and  a 
solemn  attention  was  given  to  the  word 
spoken.  A  long  procession  followed  to 
the  grave,  though  the  rain  poured  down 
unceasingly.  By  the  time  these  exer- ; 
oises  were  finished,  the  day  was  spent, 
and  as  the  night  was  dark,  and  the  roads 
very  muddy,  I  was  persuaded  to  defer 
returning  home,  although  I  had  an  ap- 
pointment to  preach  at  A.,  30  miles  from 
this,  the  next  day  at  two  o'clock,  pre- 
paratory to  the  administration  of  the 
sacrament  on  the  next  day. 

Saturday,  iSth,  Arose  early,  took 
breakfast  and  started  at  the  break  of 
day.  Stopped  a  few  moments  at  home 
to  inquire  for  the  sick  in  my  family,  and 


to  feed  my  horse,  and  then  passed  on 
and  arrived  at  A.  just  in  time  to  fulfil 
my  appointment  Being  almost  literally 
covered  with  mud,  I  went  into  the  river 
and  washed  the  mud  from  my  panta- 
loons and  boots,  then  changed  my 
clothes  and  went  to  the  meeting,  soon 
after  they  were  all  assembled.  The 
Lord  was  with  us  indeed.  At  the  close 
of  services  seven  requested  admission 
to  the  church. 

Sabbath,  I9ih,  Preached  to  a  full  and 
solemn  audience.  The  church  tarried 
to  consider  the  applications  for  admis- 
sion to  the  church.  The  seven  were 
received.  After  which  we  administered 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper. 

Durmg  this  week,  including  two  Sab- 
baths, I  have  preached  to  each  of  the 
four  churches,  and  in  five  difierent 
towns,  the  extremes  of  which  are  30 
miles  apart  Preached  two  funeral  ser- 
mons, administered  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  supper  twice,  and  baptism  once. 
Travelled  96  miles  over  bad  roads  and 
in  unpleasant  weather. 

My  health,  though  not  perfectly  re-» 
stored,  is  much  improved.  Yet  I  am 
scarcely  ever  free  from  a  pain  in  my 
side  which  is  sometimes  very  hard.  Yet 
it  is  easier  to  be  borne  than  the  thought 
of  the  pain  and  anguish  that  await  the 
impenitent  around  me.  Surely  we  ought 
not  to  count  pain  and  sufiering  and  toil, 
as  worthy  of  notice,  if  we  can  be  the 
means  of  rescuing  one  from  that  pain 
that  has  no  mitigation  pr  end.  I  ear- 
nestly hope  and  pray  that  the  time  may 
not  be  far  distant  when  I  may  have 
some  ministerial  help  in  this  field  of 
labor. 


SEVEEE  AFFLICTION. 

From  Rev,  H.  Smith,  Bristol,  Lapeer  co. 

The  last  quarter  of  my  missionary 
year,  there  has  been  a  uniform  attend- 
ance upon  the  means  of  grace,  except 
as  it  has  been  more  or  less  prevented 
by  the  badness  of  roads,  inclement 
weather,  and  sickness.  Of  late,  the  in- 
fluenza, and  previous  to  this,  the  dysen* 
tery,  prevailed  to  a  great  extent  About 
30  have  died  in  this  township  during 
the  past  year,  and  some  who  are  nontr 
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eickf  will  probably  soon  be  laid  in  the 
grave.  This  afflictiye  dispensation  has 
produced  more  or  less  seriousness  in 
the  minds  of  some  individuals,  but  has 
not,  to  my  knowledge,  resulted  in  the 
hopeful  conversion  of  any  one.  I  think, 
we  have  new  proof,  that  "  the  heart  of 
the  sons  of  men  is  fully  set  in  them  to 
do  evil"— that  nothing  but  the  gracious 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will  sub- 
due the  impenitent  heart,  and  translate 
it  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son. 
God  has  himself  spoken  to  this  people, 
as  it  were,  from  Mount  Sinai  and  Cal- 
vary, but  most  around  have  heard  as 
though  they  heard  not,  as  if  the  mes- 
sages of  God,  were  a  fiction  and  not  a 
reality. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  straitness,  in 
the  circumstances  of  many  in  this  place. 
One  very  promising  youth,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  has  been  absent  for  a 
number  of  weeks,  from  public  v/orship, 
for  the  want  of  a  coat  suitable  to  wear. 
His  parents  are  among  the  best  of  my 
people.  They  have  land  enough,  but 
little  improvement — have  no  barn  and 
a  very  open  house.  There  are  some 
others  belonging  to  the  church,  at  whose 
destitution  my  heart  is  ^ieved.  All 
that  I  have  received  from  the  people 
here  the  past  year,  would  not  amount  to 
SO  dollars,  and  none  of  it  has  been  in 
cash.  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  censure 
them,  for  not  doing  more,  considering 
their  great  embarrassments. 


From  a  Minister  in  Western  Michigan, 

This  region  of  country  has  been  truly 
destitute.  There  was  not  a  Congrega- 
tional or  Presbyterian  minister  short  of 
Kalamazoo,  nearly  30  miles  distant. 
The  church  in  this  place  had  almost 
been  destroyed  by  dissensions  among  its 
own  members  ;  and  for  nearly  two 
years  the  congregation  had  been  almost 
annihilated.  They  had  enjoyed  no  regu- 
lar ministration  of  the  word  and  ordi- 
nances from  the  time  their  former  pas- 
tor left,  which  was  about  two  years, 
until  I  came.  A  few  there  were  who 
mourned  over  this  dreadful  state  of 
things.  Indeed  all  began  to  feel  that 
there  was  need  of  returning  to  God. 
About  this  time,  the  liOid  providentially 


|;  directed  my  steps  to  this  place,  and  I 
commenced  my  labors  with  evident  to- 
kens of  his  blessing.  In  March  last, 
several  individuals  were  deeply  con- 
victed  of  sin,  and  hopefully  converted  to 
God.  Before  this,  a  number  of  back- 
sliders  had  been  reclaimed.  Family 
altars  that  had  been  broken  down  were 
erected,  and  prayer  meetings  establish- 
ed, and  many  lenewed  their  covenant 
with  God. 

JEMBABBASSMENTS   OF  J»OVERTT. 

Most  of  the  year,  I  have  gone,  once  in 
4  weeks,  10  miles  after  preaching  here 

'  in  the  morning,  and  preached  at  4  o'clock 
P.  M.,  and  also  have  gone  6  miles,  every 
4th  week,  after  preaching  two  sermons 

I  and  preached  again.  All  my  journeys 
have  been  performed  on  foot,  until  in 
the  fall,  when  an  aged  brother  furnished 
me  with  a  horse.  You  will  see  kow 
acceptable  the  aid  you  promise  us  must 
be,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  obtain  $20  in  cash  in  this  con- 
gregation, and  as  for  clothing,  it  is  as 
scarce  as  money.  I  do  not  Imow  but  1 
should  have  had  to  discontinue  my  la- 
bors for  the  want  of  clothes,  if  it  had  not 
been  that  the  Lord  opened  the  heart  of 
the  brother  who  furnished  me  with  the 
horse. 

MINISTERS  NEEDED. 

More  laborers  are  wanted  in  this  vi- 
cinity. Vet  much  will  have  to  be  done 
by  the  churches  at  the  East  Many 
families  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to 
clothe  and  school  their  children.  In 
many  places  the  people  are  much  scat- 
tered, and  have  many  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with.  In  several  instances  I  have 
found  individuals  who  have  not  heard  a 
sermon  for  4  and  5  years.  Numbers 
have  come  8  miles  to  hear  me  preach. 
This  country  needs  ministers  who  will 
follow  Paul's  example  and  preach  from 
house  to  house.  So  far  as  food  is  con- 
cerned, a  minister  will  not  want ;  but 
clothing  of  all  kinds  is  scarce  and 
dear,  and  also  books ;  and  if  he, is  in 
debt,  which  is  often  the  case  with  those 
just  commencing  their  ministry,  he  will 
have  a  difficult  task.  But  the  prospects 
are  brightening  and  we  must  have  faith 
in  God,  who  can  spread  a  table  in  tho 
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wilderness.  Temporal  prosperity  in- 
creases faster  than  spiritual.  O  that 
we  may  have  a  rain  of  righteousness 
which  shall  revive  our  souls  and  re- 
move this  spiritual  drou^t  t 


THE  LO&D  IS   At  HAND. 

A  letter  from  a  correspondent  in  the  West 
announces  his  disposition  to  embrace  the 
opinion  that  the  time  when  X^hrist  will 
descend  from  heaven  is  at  hand,  and  that 
the  world  is  near  its  end.  He  states  that 
his  increasing  conviction  of  this  doctrine 
exerts  a  quickening  influence  upon  him  and 
others  who  embrace  it. 

It  is  not  our  province  to  discuss  the  truth 
or  falsehood  of  this  opinion ;  but  rather  to 
inquire  whether  there  are  not  some  other  doo 
trints  concerning  which  there  is  entire  agree- 
ment among  all  evangelical  men,  which 
ought  to  have  an  influence  in  awakening  the 
servants  of  God  to  duty,  even  greater  than 
that  which  is  ascribed  by  this  minister  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  nearness  of  ihe  world's  doom. 
Why  should  a  vague  persuasion  that  Christ 
will  soon  appear  in  judgment,  afTect  us  more 
than  those  certain  and  inevitable  events, 
concerning  which  we  are  admonished  not  by 
Revelation  alone,  but  also  by  reason  and  ex- 
perience 1    For  example— 

1.  The  day  of  the  Lord  is  near  tt  hand  to 
each  individual^  inasmuch  as  every  man  is 
in  hourly  danger  of  death.  We  moat  die 
sdon ;  we  may  die  in  a  day  or  an  hour,  nay, 
the  very  next  moment.  And  as  soon  as  we 
shall  have  died,  we  shall  be  beyond  the  use 
of  all  means  of  chinging  our  own  moral 
character  and  destiny,  or  those  of  others. 
We  shall  be  summoned  before  God— we  shall 
enter  upon  endless  bliss  or  wo.  Whatever 
we  do,  must,  therefore,  be  done  quickly— 
how  quickly  we  cannot  tell'!  And  is  there 
no  awakening  power  in  such  a  thought? 
Can  the  advent  of  the  latter  day  be  so  cer- 
tainly near  as  the  day  of  our  death,  or  in- 
volve more  imperative  reasons  for  our  doing 
with  all  our  might,  whatever  our  hands  find, 
for  the  Lord  and  for  perishing  sinners  1 

2.  The  day  of  doom  to  the  impenitent  is  at 
hand.  Look,  Christian  and  christian  minis- 
ter, upon  your  neighbor's  face.    That  soul, 

VOL.  XIV.  23 


now  beaming  from  those  eyes  in  hope,  may 
be  to-morrow  in  despair.  All  its  preparation 
for  eternity  must  be  made  in  a  period  inde- 
finitely short.  To  him  a  judgment  day, 
which  shall  efiectually  close  his  probation,  is 
unquestionably  near  1  And  is  there  nothing 
in  this  known  truth  to  enkindle  compassiom 
and  arouse  to  effort  1 

3.  Again,  the  crisis  of  our  country's  fate 
is  at  hand.  The  day  of  our  merciful  visita*- 
tion  is  fast  passing  away.  Infidelity  and 
Popery  are  taking  rank  root  in  our  soil,  and 
are  cultured  by  many  a  laborer  from  the  old 
world.  Who  can  contemplate  the  elements 
of  political,  mercantile  and  social  commotioni 
already  beginning  to  heave  and  rock  the 
ground  on  which  we  dwell,  without  ap- 
prehending the  approaching  earthquake  1 
"  What  thou  doest,  do  quickly,"  then,  for 
saving  the  land  ui  which  we  dwell  from  the 
double  wo  of  being  accursed  itself,  and  a 
curse  to  other  nations  over  whom  it  may 
wield  an  influence. 


From  Rev.  R.  B.  Bement,  LUchfieU, 

In  review  of  the  past  year,  I  have 
-many  things  for  which  to  bless  the 
Father  of  mercies.  The  church  one 
year  ago  consisted  of  eighteen  members^ 
now  it  contains  fifty,  the  most  of  them 
gathered  from  the  world.  They  have 
now  the  prospect  of  permanent  means 
of  grace.  I  trust  we  are  not  entirely 
without  gratitude  to  the  giver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift  for  his  blessings. 
There  is  a  good  degree  of  firmness  and 
stability  in  die  church.  Not  one  of  those 
hopefuUy  converted  in  our  meeting  last 
winter,  have  failed  to  give  good  evidence 
of  their  genuine  conversion. 


EXFRBSSIONS  OF  THANKFULNESS  FOR 
mSSIONABY  CLOTHING. 

I  find  with  all  my  economy  (living  as 
I  do  without  the  luxuries  of  life)  the 
$200  from  this  society  and  the  $100 
from  the  H.  M.  Society,  is  not  sufficient 
to  carry  myself  and  family  through  the 
year ;  and  we  must  have  been  reduced 
to  great  extremities,  but  for  the  timely 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


266 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


March, 


aid  received  in  answer  to  an  a]:^eal  of 
the  Marshall  Preshytery.  I  linow  not 
what  language  to  use  to  express  the 
gratitude  I  owe  to  God,  and  to  our  dear 
eastern  friends,  whose  hearts  the  Lord 
opened  to  supply  our  wants.  Being  the 
poorest  member  of  the  Presbytery,  I 
shared  largely  in  the  contents  of  the 
boxes.  I  received  almost  an  entire  suit 
of  clothing  for  myself  and  for  each  mem- 
ber of  my  family,  besides  some  bedding. 
May  those  friends  who  have  thus  sup- 
plied uur  wants,  be  abundantly  blessed 
with  the  rich  treasures  of  grace  in  their 
own  souls ;  and  may  the  next  tidings 
we  send  them  be,  that  God  has  poured 
out  his  Spirit  upon  the  churches  whose 
ministers  have  thus  been  supplied.  In 
view  of  the  assistance  thus  received,  I 
have  engaged  to  stay  with  this  people  (it 
God  will  permit)one  year  more  for  J$2C0, 
together  with  house  rent  and  fuel,  if 
your  Society  can  furnish  the  same  as- 
sistance the  ensuing  year  as  the  past 


HOW  A  MISfilONABT  FEELS  ABOUT 
BOOKS. 

I  am  still  toiling  without  books.  My 
heart  is  pained  when  I  look  into  the  New- 
York  papers,  and  see  the  advertisement 
of  the  many  valuable  books  for  sale 
there,  and  yet  I  can  not  see  one  of  them. 
I  have  r.o  ministerial  brother  near  to 

converse  with,  except  brother ,  and 

do  not  olten  see  him.  So  I  take  coun- 
sel of  my  Father  in  Heaven,  and  go  for- 
ward as  well  as  I  can.  But  the  want 
of  becks  is  a  great  hindrance  to  my  use- 
fulness. 1  was  born  and  educated  in  a 
land  of  books,  (Massachusetts).  I  have 
a  taste  for  books ;  a  few  years  ago  my 
houge  was  burned  and  in  it  my  library 
— at  that  time  the  best  in  the  state  west 
of  Detroit — since  that  time  I  have  been 
poor  and  without  books.  I  was  informed 
a  few  days  since,  that  among  the  contri- 
butions Irom  the  East  for  our  reliefi  there 
was  a  library  sent  from  New-Haven 
(Conn.)»  with  instructions  that  it  should 
be  given  to  one  man ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  distributers  had  unanimously 
voted  to  give  me  the  library,  but  I  have 
since  learned  that  it  has  not  arrived  and 
no  one  knows  where  it  is. 


From  a  Report. 

niSAFFOINTED  BOFES. 

The  Sabbath  school  books  which  we 
expected  from  —  were  received ;  but 
on  opening  the  box,  and  looking  over 
the  contents,  we  sat  down  and  literally 
wept  Instead  of  library  books,  there 
were  a  large  quantity  ot.  old  question 
books,  and  15  or  twenty  volumes  of 
similar  character,  of  little  value  to  our 
echool.  Besides  these,  there  were  old 
newspapers,  English  grammars.  Arith- 
metics, odd  magazines,  &c.  The  money 
we  paid  lor  freight,  (which  was  col- 
lected with  difiicuity  at  that  season  of 
the  year),  I  verily  believe  would  have 
purchased  new  books,  of  greater  value 
to  our  library  than  all  our  committee 
judged  proper  to  put  into  it  Irom  the 
box.  ^  hile  we  do  not  doubt  that  our 
good  friends  thought  they  were  doing 
us  a  real  kindness,  they  erred  in  judg- 
ment, and  that  to  our  extreme  morti- 
fication and  the  disappointment  of  the 
school.  We  cannot  in  this  western 
country  afford  to  pay  freight  (and  it  must 
be  in  Eastern  funds  or  specie)  for  old 
musty,  useless  books,  without  title-page, 
beginning  or  ending. 


CANADA. 

From  Rev,  D,  Dobie,  Huntingdon^  L,  C. 

GENEBAL  IMFBOVEMENT  BESULTING 
FBOM  AN  INCBEASE  OF  BELIGIOUS 
FEELING. 

What  pleasure  it  affords  the  pastor  to 
witness  the  improvement  manifest  in 
many  of  this  little  flock !  Since  their 
conversion,  their  dress  is  neater ;  their 
general  appearance  more  respectable  ; 
and  their  manners  altogether  more  easy 
and  becoming.  Hesitancy  and  incoher- 
ency  in  prayer  have  given  place  to 
readiness  and  order,  and  some  who  could 
not  say  five  words  to  edification,  when 
they  first  came  into  the  church,  are  now 
able  to  communicate  their  thoughts 
in  a  manner  both  interesting  and  in- 
structive. 

On  the  30tb  July,  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer  was  observed  previous  to  the 
administration  of  the  Lord's  supper.  A 
conference  of  the  whole  church  was 
held  in  the  forenoon.  It  has  been  my 
lot  to  attend  few  such  meetings.    It  did 
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seem  as  though  God  had  a  peculiar  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  and  that  here  was  a 
company  of  them.  Adversity  had  only 
bound  taem  closer  to  each  other.  Op- 
position, in  the  midst  of  which  this 
church  has  lived  from  its  infancy,  had 
only  rendered  their  faith  more  stable  and 
intellijSfent ;  and  while  all  confessed 
their  nnworthiness  in  the  sight  of  God, 
they  declared,  at  the  same  time,  their 
willingness  to  do  all  in  their  power 
for  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  amon^ 
themselves  and  throughout  the  world. 
The  meeting  lasted  from  eleven  o'clock 
until  half  past  three  in  the  afternoon, 
no  one  appearing  conscious  of  the  flight 
of  time. 

A  VICTOKY  OF  GRACE. 

The  communion  service  on  Sabbath 
was  the  harvest ;  I  think  it  was  the 
most  delightful  day  of  my  life.  In  addi- 
tion to  other  things  that  rendered  this  a 
peculiar  season,  there  was  the  admis- 
sion into  the  church  of  one,  who,  not  long 
before,  had  been  a  persecutor  and  de- 
famer.  her  appearance  produced  the 
deepest  sympathy  among  the  people. 
The  circumstances  of  her  conver- 
sion rushed  fresh  upon  the  memory 
of  all ;  and  the  opposition  she  had  en- 
dured, bade  us  all  look  for  genuine 
sincerity  in  the  profession  she  was  about 
to  make  of  her  faith  in  Christ  At  the 
close  of  a  meeting  during  the  revival, 
some  account  of  which  you  have  re- 
ceived, she  remained  for  conversation. 
She  wept  so  much  that  I  was  obliged  to 
forbear  saying  any  thing  to  her  for  some 
time.  When  she  had  gained  compo- 
sure, I  found  that  she  was  entertaining 
very  exaggerated  ideas  of  what  minis- 
ters could  do  in  such  cases.  She  was, 
therefore,  exhorted  to  look  away  from 
all  human  aid  and  cast  herself  directly 
at  the  feet  of  divine  mercy.  The  re- 
marks only  produced  exasperation  at  the 
time  ;  and  she  went  away  in  a  rage  at 
the  unwillingness  of  the  minister  to  give 
her  any  comfort  Her  way  home  lay 
through  a  wood,  and  she  was  alone.  As 
she  went,  the  very  bushes  seemed  to 
speak  and  tell  her  she  was  a  perishing 
sinner.  She  fell  down  on  her  knees 
overwhelmed,  and  for  the  space  of  half 
an  hour,  continued  in  earnest  prayer. 
On  the  spot  she  found  the  pardon  of  her 


sins ;  and  she  reached  home  rejoicing  in 
the  mercy  of  Grod,  and  thankful  beyond 
measure  that  the  preacher  had  so 
strongly  insisted  upon  her  going  at 
once  to  God,  and  ceasing  to  lean  on  an 
arm  of  flesh.  The  change  which  was 
visible  to  her  entire  family,  made  a  deep 
impression  on  two  of  the  oldest  daugl^- 
ters ;  one  of  whom,  unknown  to  any  in 
the  house,  retired  into  the  stable  for 
secret  prayer.  She  had  scarcely  uttered 
her  first  petition,  before  her  sister,  with 
a  similar  object  in  view,  came  softly  in 
and  fell  down  at  the  distance  of  a  few 
feet  from  her,  and  began  to  pray  aloud. 
As  it  was  night  and  very  dark,  they  did 
not  see  each  other.  The  first  kept  per- 
fectly still,  nor  was  it  known  by  the  other 
that  she  was  there,  until  they  came 
together  in  the  house,  and,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  their  astonished  but  rejoicing 
parent,  declared  what  had  befallen  them. 
The  mother  and  daughters  are  members 
of  this  church,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
father,  who  has  been  under  serious  im- 
pressions, may  not  long  resist  the  Spirit 
of  God.  How  wonderful — how  gracious 
are  the  designs  of  God ! 

The  present  place  of  meeting  being 
very  inconvenient,  and,  indeed,  too 
small  for  the  congregation,  it  was  re- 
solved to  erect  a  new  house  of  worship. 

A  later  report  furnishes  further  interesting 
particulars  from  this  mission. 

The  calls  upon  me  for  preaching  are 
greater  at  the  present,  than  they  have 
ever  been ;  and  this,  combined  with  the 
attention  and  solemnity  of  the  assem- 
blies, is  both  matter  of  thankfulness  and 
encouragement.  When  I  came  to  this 
place,  it  was  often  prophecied  that  this 
church,  connected  with  an  **  American" 
Presbytery,  using  the  Village  Hymns, 
believing  in  immediate  repentance  and 
conversion,  and  advocating  the  *'  fana- 
tical" doctrine  of  modern  revivals, 
would  not,  could  not,  exist,  far  less  in* 
crease.  But  some  of  the  prophets  have 
become  builders  of  thatwhich  they  once 
threw  down.  I  enjoy  at  present  the 
daily  pleasure  of  seeing  one,  and  not 
the  least,  of  these  prophets,  busily  en- 
gaged heart  and  hand  in  conveying  to 
the  ground  the  materials  for  our  new 
house  of  worship.  He  was  hopefully 
converted  a  year  ago,  and  is  now  an 
ornament  to  the  cause  of  true  religion. 
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Labors  for  the  Young. 

Since  my  previous  report,  there  has 
Been  completed  a  pastoral  visitation  to 
all  the  families,  with  special  reference 
to  the  children.  Care  was  taken  to  con- 
verse with  them  all  on  the  nature  of 
sin,  the  necessity  of  pardon,  the  love  of 
Christ,  and  the  promise  of  the  Spirit 
To  the  parents  was  also  pointed  out  the 
mistakes,  the  responsibilities  and  en- 
couragements of  the  christian  parent  in 
training  up  children  for  God.  After 
the  visitation  had  closed,  a  series  of 
meetings  was  held  with  a  design  to 
bring  the  conversion  of  the  youth  before 
the  mind.  At  these  meetings  many 
humble  confessions  were  made,  resolu- 
tions of  amendment  formed,  and  plans 
suggested  whereby  in  future  we  might 
better  train  up  the  young  for  the  ser- 
vice of  God  and  the  inheritance  of  the 
saints.  These  meetings  were  blessed, 
to  the  parents  particularly ;  and  the  in- 
fluence of  them  has  appeared  already 
in  the  increased  attention  and  solemnity 
visible  in  the  conduct  of  the  children, 
both  at  home  and  in  the  house  of  God. 
The  Sabbath  school  has  improved  also, 
many  of  the  scholars  giving  evidence 
of  much  knowledge  of  the  way  of  life. 


N£W.TORK. 

From  Rev.  C.  Smithy  BoUm. 

KEVJVAL. 

"  Grood  news  from  a  far  country"  is 
said  to  be  like  "  cold  water  to  a  thirsty 
soul,"  and  I  feel  assured  that  I  can  sit 
down  this  evening  and  minister  much 
to  your  gratification  by  giving  you  some 
account  of  the  precious  work  which  God 
has  been  carrying  forward  in  this  place 
for  a  few  weeks  past  Forty-five  profess 
to  have  submitted  their  hearts  to  God, 
and  to  have  found  peace  in  believing, 
and  others  are  anxious  for  the  salvation 
of  their  souls.  We  feel  that  we  must 
be  cautious  in  passing  an  opinion  upon 
some  of  the  cases,  but  the  great  majority 
of  them  appear  exceedingly  well,  and 
bear  about  them  the  signs  of  the  Spirit's 
own  work.  Most  of  uiem  are  young — 
a  large  proportion  young  men,  though 
there  are  some  with  gray  hairs. 


Some  of  the  cases  are  very  interest- 
ing. The  first  convert  was  a  man  of 
near  40  years  of  age  ;  one  of  the  most 
wretched  and  degraded  of  men,  a  drunk- 
ard, profane,  quarrelsome,  abusive  to  his 
famiiy,  a  nuisance  in  society.  It  is  but 
a  few  weeks  since  he  was  dragging  his 
wife  around  the  floor,  swearing  he  would 
kill  her.  He  now  appears  clothed  and 
in  his  right  mind.  He  appears  humblet 
child-lil^,  is  a  man  of  prayer  and  has 
erected  an  altar  where  he  once  acted 
the  demon  in  the  midst  of  his  family. 
"  O  to  grace  how  great  a  debtonl"  But 
I  cannot  go  much  into  particulars  now. 

You  will  wish  to  know  something  of 
the  means  employed  so  far  as  christian 
agency  is  concerned.  Nothing  then  of 
an  unusual  character  has  been  re- 
sorted to.  No  auxiliary  has  been  sought 
in  pulpit  eccentricity.  It  has  not  been 
thought  necessary  to  make  the  sinner 
lau^  before  he  could  be  made  to  feel 
that  he  was  a  sinner,  a  rebel*  and  must 
be  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his 
Son  or  perish.  The  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  and  prayer,  and  personal  and 
direct  labor  with  sinners,  have  been  the 
prominent  means  employed ;  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  wrought  with  us. 


mSCELLANEOUS. 
HOME  AND  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

The  following  article  we  copy  from  the 
Maine  Christian  Mirror,  of  Jan.  27th.  The 
broad,  christian  philanthropy  set  forth  in  it 
must  commend  itself  we  think,  to  the  heart 
of  every  intelligent,  large^souled  disciple  of 
Christ  in  our  land. 

It  is  no  small  encouragement  to  us  in  our 
endeavors  to  extend  the  institutions  of  the 
Gh>Bpel  far  towards  the  going  down  of  the 
sun,  to  hear  the  friends  of  the  Redeemer, 
towards  its  rising,  expressing  so  exactly, 
and  so  vividly,  the  sentiment  of  our  own 
hearts.  It  is  an  encouragement,  for  which 
we  tender  to  our  brother  who  has  so  long 
and  so  ably  conducted  that  truly  chrUtiau 
mirror^  our  heartfelt  thanks. 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

We  earnestly  hope  that  this  depart- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1842. 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


2G9 


ment  of   cliristian  effort  will  not   be 
crowded  from  the  recollections  of  chris- 
tian ministers,  brethren  and  sisters,  in 
any  part  of  our  state  or  land.      Now 
that  the  hearts  of  so  many  of  them  have 
been  opened  for  the  relief  of  the  em- 
barrassments of  our  Foreign  Missions, 
it  would  seem  that  they  might  be  in  the 
most  favorable  condition  possible  to  feel 
for  the  needy  and  perishing  within  our 
own  limits.    The  claim  of  these  is  not 
less  imperative,  than  that  of  the  distant 
heatben.    It  cannot  innocently  be  left 
unheeded,  whatever  else  we  do.     We 
would  not,  if  we  could — and  sometimes 
it  has  been  in  our  power— divert  a  single 
dollar  from  its  way  to  the  treasury  for 
Foreign  missions ;  we  wish  rather  that 
the  rate  of  giving  to  that  momentous 
cause  were  increased  by  a  rapidly  aug- 
menting ratio.    But  it  will  never  answer 
for  us  to  plead  our  patronage  of  Foreign 
missions,  as  an  apology  for  neglecting 
the  not  less  important  missions  to  the 
perishing  millions  within  our  own  limits. 
As  well  might  a  father  excuse  himself 
for  starving  the  children  of  his  own 
family,  by  the  plea,  that  he  had  given 
liberally  to  feed  the  famishing  whom  he 
never  saw.     We  add,  there  is  no  jea- 
lousy or  improper  rivalship  between  the 
directors  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  mis- 
sions.   There  is,  we  venture  to  affirm, 
the  most  hearty  good  will  in  the  one 
class  towards  the  other — a  heart  that 
can  rejoice  in  the  successes  of  the  other, 
as  really  as  in  their  own.    We  doubt 
not,  they  all  mutually  contribute  to  the 
other's  treasury,  and  that  each  enter- 
prise shares  in  the  earnest  prayers  of 
both.     But  in  the  division  of  kbors, 
which  have  the  same  common  ultimate 
aim,  each  class  has  its  own  appropriate 
field,  and  its  own  system  of  operations 
to  provide  for.    Each  feels  responsible 
for  the  success  of  its  department,  so  far 
as  the  employment  of  adequate  means 
and  instrumentalities  is  concerned.  Both 
appeal  to  the  religious  public  for  help  ; 
and,  in  doing  this,  state  the  wants  of 
their  respective  causes,  and  make  out  a 
case,  and  urge  motives,  which  it  is  im- 
possible for  a  well-instructed  Christian 
to  resist    The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
does  not  plead,  officially,  the  cause  of 
Home  Missions,  for  the  simple  reason, 
that  it  is  not  the  board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions ;  but  it  loves  to  have  others  plead. 


and  plead  successfully ;.  and  vice  versa 
of  the  Home  Board. 

As  a  Christian,  a  minister,  an  editor, 
we  can  plead  for  either,  with  equally 
hearty  good  will,  and  have  a  warrant  for 
so  doing,  which  no  man  can  rightfully 
dispute,  who  may  not  also  dispute  the 
prerogative  of  Jesus  Christ  to  make 
laws  for  the  church  which  he  purchased 
with  his  own  blood.  We  shall  never 
shrink  from  pleading  for  missions,  while 
any  thing  is  left  unaccomplished  of  that 
last  command,  *'Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature. 

But  we  have  an  official  connection 
with  Home  Missions  in  this  state,  in 
connection  with  others,  which  imposes 
a  special  responsibility  in  regard  to  them. 
And  while  discharging  this  responsibili- 
ty we  feel  that  we  are  doing  the  best  we 
can  for  Foreign  missions,  and  every 
other  valuable  interest,  pertaining  to 
time  and  eternity.  As  certainly  as  the 
Grospel  is  preached  universally  and  faith- 
fully to  our  home  population,  so  cer- 
tainly will  it  bring  talent  and  wealthy 
and  influence  into  the  church,  increas- 
ing its  means,,  and  strengthening  its 
power  to  evangelize  the  heathen  world. 
In  this  way,  a  present  sacrifice  will  be 
repaid  a  hundred  fold.  An  expenditure 
of  $100,000,  made  at  once,  with  faith 
and  prayer,  to  convert  the  unevan- 
gelized  of  our  own  country,  might  within 
a  year  or  two,  be  the  means  of  bringing 
a  greater  revenue  into  the  Foreign  mis- 
sion treasury,  than  would  accrue  from 
a  million  funded  to-morrow — to  say 
nothing  of  the  thousand  other  good 
influences  which  would  flow  from  the 
measure. 

We  are  sure  there  is  no  extravagance 
in  this,  as  the  experiment  has  been  tried 
on  a  small  scale  in  our  own  state. 
There  are  places  where  once  there  wa» 
almost  no  evangelical  influence,  and  few 
indeed  to  stand  by  and  encourage  an 
evangelical  teacher ;  but  where  such  an 
influence  now  preponderates*  and  has 
brought  under  its  control  the  leading 
minds,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  pro* 
perty,  which,  of  course,  is  held  as,"  con- 
secrate to  God ;"  and  from  which  hun- 
dreds are  annually  contributed  for  the 
diffusion  of  truth.  If  the  cause  of  this 
change  be  inquired  for ;  the  answer  is 
ready :  It  was  the  Spirit  of  God  render- 
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inj^  efficacious  the  preaching  of  Home 
JmseioDaries. 

The  contributions  in  this  state  for  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel,  are  not  so  large 
in  amount  as  to  justify  boasting ;  but 
what  would  they  have  oeen  had  Home 
Missions  never  been  prosecuted  here  ] 
Let  any  one  reflect  how  many  of  our 
churches  owe  tl^eir  existence  and  in- 
crease, under  God,  to  Home  Missions, 
and  then  say,  whether  they  can  be  dis- 
peni^ed  with ;  or  whether  the  churches 
collectively  can  afford  to  allow  them 
only  a  stinted  support. 

There  is  now  one  motive  for  vigorous 
action  and  liberal  giving,  which,  hereto- 
fore, we  have  felt  only  at  a  distance. 
We  have  often  been  told  of  a  subtile 
enemy,  but  he  was  so  far  from  us,  that 
we  hardly  dreamed  of  evier  coming  in 
actual  contact  with  him.  But  now  that 
enemy  is  on  our  own  territory — cun- 
ning, busy,  energetic,  and  so  patient^  ae- 
to  wait  years  for  results,  without  any 
abandonment  of  his  purpose — which  i^ 
to  bring  the  world  to  worship  **  the 
Beast"  The  Papists  have  a  college 
erected  on  our  territory  somewhere  l^- 
tween  Bangor  and  the  boundary  line. 
*♦  While  men  slept  the  enemy  came  and 
sowed  tares,"    The  Papists,  far.-reach- 


ing  and  wise  in  their  calculations  have 
''caught  the  march"  upon  us  at  one 
point  "  W  iser  in  their  generation  than 
the  children  of  light,"  Uiey  lay  their 
plans  and  make  their  arrangements 
with  a  view  to  long  continued  and  per- 
manent effect  They  know  how  to 
reach  the  springs  of  action,  and  to  gain 
.command  of  the  channels  of  influence, 
and  to  retain  them  in  their  grasp,  when 
once  they  have  seized  upon  them. 

The  following  paragraph,  breathing  the 
same  sentiments,  is  from  the  editorial  co- 
lumns of  the  Mirror  of  Feb.  10. 

The  state  and  wants  of  the  pagan 
world  present  one  of  the  strongest  of 
all  arguments  for  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  Home  Missions. — Unless  the 
fountain  at  home  is  kept  fuU,  it  must, 
ere  long,  cease  to  flow,  and  no  longer 
send  abroad  its  refreshing  waters  upon 
the  arid  wastes  of  heathenism.  If  we 
sufler  the  destitute  in  our  own  land  to 
perish  without  the  Gospel,  God  will 
hold  us  accountable  for  the  neglect 
The  foreign  and  home  operations  are  so  • 
identical  in  aim,  that  we  see  not  how  a 
Christian  can  be  a  friend  to  the  one, 
without  helping  the  other. 


NOTICE. 


,    TO   THE  MISSIONARIES   OF  THE  A.  H.   M.   S. 

Dear  Brethren.-^The  statistical  returns  of  Missionaries  furnish  the  data  from 
which  the  Annual  Report  is  drawn.  In  former  years,  many  of  these  returns 
have  failed  to  reach  us  in  season  to  be  used  for  this  purpose ;  consequently  we 
have  never  been  able  to  present  so  full  a  report  as  we  desired,  and  as  the  cause 
deserves.  We  therefore  make  early  and  earnest  request  that  each  Missionary 
will  furnish  the  following  list  of  particulars  in  a  special  cofnmuniccUion,  (unless 
his  quarterly  reports  should  be  made  about  that  time,)  by  mail,  as  early  as  the 
FIRST  OF  April  next. 

1.  Name  of  the  Church,  with  the  township,  county,  and  state ;  and  also  the 
post-office  address  of  the  Missionary. 

2.  Number  of  hopefol  conversions.* 

3.  Number  added  to  the  Church  by  profession.* 

4.  Number  added  to  the  Church  by  letter.* 

*  In  estimating  these  numbers,  those  conversions  and  additions  only  should  be  included,  which  shall 
have  taken  place  t*  tkat  part  of  the  ytdr^  extending  from  April  to  April,  during  which  you  are  under 
commission  from  the  A.  H.  M.  S.  If  the  whole  yeor^  from  April  to  April,  be  covered  by  the  < 
of  the  Society,  you  will  report  the  conversioiis  and  additions  for  the  whole  year. 
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5.  Number  of  Sabbath  Schools — ^number  of  Pupils — ^number  of  Volumes  in 
Library. 

6.  Number  of  Bible  Classes — ^nun^er  of  Pupils. 

7.  Number  of  Temperance  Societies — number  of  Subscribers. 

8.  Number  of  Churches  organized  during  the  year. 

9.  Contributions  to  benevolent  objects,  such  as 

Home  Miss.  9 

For.  Miss.    9 

Bib.  Soc.      9 ,  &c.  &c. 

10.  Other  interesting  facts,  such  as  the  erection  and  completion  of  church 
edifices,  number  of  young  men  preparing  for  the  Ministry,  Monthly  Concerts,  &c. 

By  a  prompt  attention  to  this  request^  you  will  promote  the  objects  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  oblige. 

Yours,  &c.> 

M.  BADGER,. 
C.  HALL, 
Secretaries  qf  the  A.  H.  M.  8, 


Appointments  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A,  H>  M.  B.,  from  January  Ut 

to  February  1«^,  1842. 


Re-tq>poiHted, 

Rev.  Louii  Milli,  Stafford,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Gillam«  FranklinviUe,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  Thaliraer,  StrykertviDe,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  iMac  Flagler,  FavilHon,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  8.  W.  Leonard,  Castle  Creek,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Oumb-U,  German  Ch.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Noah  Creasy,  Jasper  and  Woodhull,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Bemamin  Russell,  Andover  and  Indepen- 
dence, N.  Y. 

Rev.  Moody  Chase,  Poplar  Spring  and  Parkers- 
burg,  Ind. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Wilson,  New  Salem  and  Oak  Grove,Ten. 

Rev.  Josiah  Porter,  WaynesviUe,  ill. 

Rev.  L.C.  Gilbert,  Sterling  and  Gap  Grove,  III. 

Rev.  F.  R.  Gray,  New  Providence,  Mo. 

Rev.  Julius  A.  Reed,  Fairfield  and  vicinity,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Wm.  £.  Holmes,  Poolville,  N.  Y. 


Rev.  C.  B.  Pond,  WoodvUle,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  E.  a  Willis,  Eaton  Village,  N*  Y. 
Rev.  M.  Bradley,  Parishville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  B.  Burnap,  Lawrence,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  H.  Dyer,  Preston,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  P.  S.  Cleland,  Greenwood,  Ind.^ 
R«v.  P.  &  Van  Nest,  FUnt,  Mich. 

Not  in  commUtum  kut  y««r. 
Rev.  J.  Byington,  Lewiston,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Wm.  R  llotchkiss.  Concord.  Mich. 
Rev.  Oliver  Emeison,  to  labor  in  lewa^ 
Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  to  labor  in  iowa. 
Rev.  Peleg  R.  Kinne,  OtHeUe,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  L.  S.  Morgan,  Busti,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  F.  B.  Reed,  Moira,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  N.  H.  Barnes,  CenterviUe.  Pa. 
Rev.  Wm.  Fithian,  to  labor  in  tike  bounds  of  Schuy- 
ler Presbytery,  IIL 


The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Home  Missionary.  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums  from  January  ist  to  February  Ist,  1842. 


NBW-HAMPSHIRE— 

Charlemont,  legacy  of  the  late  B.  F. 
Dorr,  by  Jesse  French,  200  00 

Peterborough,  John  Murray,  to  const. 
Rev.  Bancroft  Fowler  a  L.  M.,  30  00 

MASSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary  Society  by  J.  Punchard,  Esq., 

Treas.,  500  00 

Andover,  First  Cong.  Ch.,  Mon.  Con. 
Coll ,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Taylor,  65  29 

Hampshire  Miss.  Soc.  Friend,  by  E.Wil- 
liams. Treas.,  200  00 

Newburyport  Ladies*  Ind.  Soc.,  by  Rev. 
a  Kittridge,  100  00 

West  Attlebury,  Fern.  H.  M.  S.  to  const 
Rev.  John  Bf .  B.  Bailey  a  L.  M.,  by 
Sarah  Ide,  30  00 

RHODE  ISLANDl- 

ProvideneSf  Benti.  Cong.,  of  which  $70 


is  from  B.  Dyer,  to  const  Bfrs.  Harriet 
S.  Dyer  and  Samuel  B.  Tucker,  Life 
Members,  $212  31 ;  Mon.  Con.  CoU. 
$43  35, 

Richmond-st  Ch.,  to  const  Rev.  Jona- 
than Leavitt  and  Mrs.  Charlotte  E. 
Leavitt,  Life  Members,  by  £.  W. 
Fletcher, 

Legacy  of  the  late  Svsan  ColviIle»  by  W. 
C.  Snow, 
CONNECTICUT— 

Ablngton,  Mrs.  Lyon, 

Durhtim,  Benev.  Soc.,byD.Ca]iip,Treas., 

Middleiown,  l8tCh.,by  H.  S.Ward, 

N^w-Haven,  Mrs.  Alexis  Painter,  to 
const  Henry  W.  Painter  a  L.  M.,  $30 ; 
Friend,  1, 

Stonington,  Fem.  Auz.,  by  L.  A.  Shef- 
field, 


255  66 


92  94 

105  00 

200 

40  00 

174  00 


3100 
23  00 
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U  00 


100  00 
10  00 


80  31 
10  00 


03  00 


141  00 
50  00 


30  00 
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WilUAfton.  CoAf  *  Ch.  and  Socn  to  eomt 
Kev.  Oavid  Bancroft  a  L.  M.« 
NEW- YOU  K— 
Amity,  Rev.  W.  Timlow, 
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SKETCHES  OF  BEAL  CHARACTERS,  CONVERSATIONS,  AND  STRIKING  FACTS,  FURNISHED^ 
CHIEFLY  BY  CLERGYMEN. 


GATHERINGS 

FOB  THE  ILLX7STRATI0N  OF    SCRIPTURE. 

1.  In  Deut  ^ :  22»  24,  Moses  utters 
the  following  prediction  of  judgments 
that  should  come  upon  the  people  of  Is- 
rael,  if  they  departed  from  Grod.  "  The 
geTieraiion  to  come  of  your  children^ 
and  the  stranger  thai  shall  come  from  a 

far  land,  sluUl  say,  when  they  see  the 
plagues  of  that  land,  and  the  sickness 
tohtch  the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  it. 
Wherefore  hath  the  Lord  done  thus  unto 
this  land  ?  What  meaneth  the  heat  of 
thi$  great  anger  V* 

About  th^  thousand  years  after 
these  words  were  written,  a  famous 
traveller,  (Volney,)  a  scoffer  at  the 
Scriptures,  walks  through  this  smitten 
country.  He  is  ^  the  stranger  from  a 
far  land."  Deeply  impressed  with  the 
aspect  of  all  things  around  him,  and  in 
all  probability  entirely  ignorant  of  this 
prophecy,  he  exclaims — «*  Good  God  ! 
from  whence  proceed  such  melancholy 
revolutions  ?  For  what  is  the  fortune 
of  these  countries  so  strikingly  changed? 
Why  are  so  many  cities  destroyed  1 
Why  is  not  that  ancient  population  re* 
produced  and  perpetuated  ?"  **I  wan< 
dered  over  the  country ;  I  travelled  the 
provinces ;  I  enumerated  the  kingdoms 
of  Damascus  and  Idumea,  of  Jerusalem 
and  Samaria.  This  Syria,  said  I  to 
myself,  now  almost  depopulated,  then 
contained  a  hundred  flourishing  cities, 
and  abounded  with  towns,  villages  and 
hamlets.  What  are  become  of  so  many 
productions  of  the  hands  of  man  V 
Volney's  Ruins,  ch.  ii.  p.  8. 

[Rt9.  (7.  P.  JT/tooMc.] 

2.  Tax  gatherers.    Every  reader  of 


the  New  Testament  is  aware  how  odi- 
ous were  the  publicans,  or  gatherers  of 
the  taxes,  to  the  people  of  Judea.  This 
may  have  been  partly  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  taxes  referred  to  were  imposed 
to  sustain  a  foreign  oppression.  But 
there  may  have  been  also  much  cruelty 
in  the  manner  of  the  collection,  that 
helped  to  make  the  person  and  charac- 
ter of  the  collector  hateful.  It  is  said 
that  Theocritus,  on  being  asked 
which  was  the  most  cruel  of  ail  beasts, 
replied,  '*  If  you  mean  beasts  of  the 
wilderness,  the  bear  and  the  lion  are 
the  most  cruel ;  but  if  you  mean  beasts 
of  the  city,  then  are  Uie  publican  and 
the  parasite  the  worst"  This  character 
of  cruelty  is  still  preserved  by  the  Rah- 
dar,  or  collector  under  Oriental  go- 
vernments. He  is  an  extortioner  by 
profession.  The  mode  is  often  this. 
The  government  levies  the  tax,  not  by 
a  careful  assessment  on  each  man's 
property,  with  l^^al  provisions  against 
over-estimate,  as  in  civilized  countries ; 
but  by  the  best  conjecture  which  can 
be  formed  of  the  amount  that  can  be 
forced  out  of  the  people  by  all  the 
means  in  the  possession  of  the  authori- 
ties. The  officer  who  is  to  collect 
the  revenue  is  not  paid  by  a  salary^ 
but  makes  his  business  profitable  by 
exacting  still  more  than  the  tax,  and 
putting  the  excess  into  his  pocket 
Aided  by  military  power,  he  can  seize 
property,  imprison  the  owners,  and  use 
other  violent  measures  till  the  required 
sum  is  forthcoming.  The  people,  know- 
ing what  to  expect,  resort  to  all  sorts  of 
expedients  to  evade  payment.  They 
hide  their  grain,  send  off  their  flocks,  or 
flee  to  other  villages,  to  the  mountains 
or  deserts.  But  whatever  is  thus  lost 
throuffh  one  man,  his  neighbors  often 
are  obliged  to  make  up ;  and  when  other 
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means  fail,  the  dreadful  bastinado  is  aj 
plied,  under  whose  cruel  operation  the 
unhappy  victim  is  glad  to  pay  any  de< 
mand  to  save  his  life. 

3.  Mat  19:  24.  *' It  is  easier  for  a 
camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle, 
than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  cf  heaven,*'  Various  conjec- 
tures have  been  made  by  ignorant  per- 
sons, to  expound  this  passage  without 
admitting  the  fact,  (which  all  scholars 
must  admit,)  that  the  sacred  writers,  as 
well  as  others,  employ  strong  figures  of 
speech,  and  do  not  always  confine  them- 
selves to  the  literal  signification  of  lan- 
guage. Thus,  the  *•  needle's  eye"  in 
tiiis  passage  has  been  explained  to  refer 
to  a  supposed  gate  in  Jerusalem,  of  that 
name.  But  not  only  is  there  no  evi- 
dence that  any  such  portal  existed,  but 
there  are  examples  which  go  to  show 
that  a  similar  proverbial  expression  was 
common  in  the  East ;  and  that  Christ 
onlv  employed  a  customary  illustration, 
which  every  body  understood  to  denote 
an  impossibility.  Thus  the  Koran  has 
almost  exactly  the  same  language — 
"The  impious  shall  find  the  gates  of 
heaven  shut ;  nor  shall  he  enter  there, 
till  a  camel  shall  pass  through  the  eye 
of  a  needle."  The  Rabbins  have  a  si- 
milar expression.  Reproving  one  who 
professes  impracticable  thin^,  they  say, 
"Perhaps  thou  art  from  Pampoditha, 
where  they  send  an  elephant  through  a 
needle's  eye."  In  India,  too,  they  say, 
"Just  as  soon  may  an  elephant  pass 
through  the  spout  of  a  kettle."  From 
such  examples  it  will  be  seen,  that 
these  hyperbolical  forms  of  expression 
were  well  understood  to  mean  some- 
thing of  the  greatest  difficulty,  nay, 
something  impossible,  except  by  the 
exertion  of  divine  power.  Accordingly ' 
the  disciples  of  our  Lord,  on  hearing 
him  thus  describe  the  prospects  of  the 
rich,  asked  "  Who  then  can  be  saved  1" 
To  whom  he  replied,  "  The  things  that 
are  impossible  with  men,  are  possible 
with  God." 

4.  Tabi^e  customs.  Jowett  says  that 
the  use  of  knives,  forks  and  spoons  be- 
longs not  to  the  Orientals.  The  stranger 
sits  down  with  a  hospitable  family  in 
the  north  of  Palestine,  to  two  or  three 


dishes  of  stewed  meat,  vegetables  and 
some  milk.  Separate  plates  are  not 
granted,  but  all  help  themselves  imme- 
diately from  the  common  dish,  in  which 
it  will  not  unfrequently  happen  that  you 
may  see  more  than  five  Arab  fingers  at 
the  same  moment — and  this  is  the  ge- 
neral custom.  How  freshly  does  Uiis 
bring  to  our  minds  the  expression  of 
our  Savior,  who,  when  he  was  asked  by 
the  disciples,  who  it  was  that  should  be- 
tray him,  said,  "  He  it  is  who  dippeth 
his  hand  with  me  in  the  dish."  Mark 
14 :  20. 

Another  expression  relating  to  thQ 
same  solemn  occasion  is  illustrated  by 
Arab  customs.  If  the  host  see  in  the 
dish  any  morsel  of  peculiar  delicacy,  he 
takes  it  out  and  presents  it  to  his  guest; 
or  rolling  up  a  piece  of  the  thin  bread, 
and  dipping  it  in  the  gravy,  deposits  it 
between  the  lips  of  his  friend.  Who 
can  doubt  the  identity  of  the  ouiKom  in 
those  days,  when  Jesus  stid,  "  He  it  is^ 
to  whom  I  shall  give  a  sop  when  I  have 
dipped  it  And  when  he  had  dipped  it, 
he  gave  it  to  Judas  Iseariot,  the  sob  of 
Simon." 

These  customs  may  appear  strange 
t&  those  who  fc  rget  how  mueh  habi:!  kn» 
to  do  in  forming  our  notions  of  propriety. 
It  should'  be  remembered  too,  that  now^ 
as  in  days  of  yore,  the  Orientals  wash 
before  eating,  "  Tbe  Pharisees,  and  all 
the  Jews,  except  they  wash  their  hande 
oft,  eat  not ;"  "  And  when  they  come 
from  the  market,  except  they  wash  they 
eat  not" 

5.  Palm-tree.  Tliere  are  in  the 
Scriptures  many  allusions  to  the  natural 
history  of  Palestine.  Among  these 
none  is  more  striking  and  beautiful  than 
those  which  relate  to  the  palm-tree.  Of 
this  there  are  many  varieties.  Some 
have  a  pith  from  which  sago  is  made. 
The  leaves  of  others  are  used  for  making 
couches,  baskets,  bags,  mats,  brushes, 
&c.,  while  the  fibres  are  manufactured 
into  thread  and  cordage.  Tbe  date 
palm,  which  famishes  so  large  a  porticm 
of  the  food  of  Egypt,  Arabia  and  Persia, 
where  it  grows,  is  propagated  by  suck- 
ers. It  arrives  at  maturity  in  10  or  15 
years  ;  is  most  flourishing  at  80 ;  and 
continues  to  bear  70  years  longer.  It 
is  tall  and  slender,  and  either  perfectly 
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stmighti  or  bendtn^  with  an  easy  dig- 
nity) so  as  to  presoDt  a  most  graceful 
object,  sometiiiies  lOU  feet  high.  What 
could  more  appropriately  express  ele- 
gance and  symmetry  of  figure,  than  the 
allusion  in  Solomon's  Song,  where  tbe 
bride  is  compared  to  tiie  palm  ?  The 
fruitfulness  of  this  tree,  even  through  a 
long  period  of  time,  is  a  beautiful  em- 
blem of  the  continued  usefulness  of  the 
a^d  saint  Ps.  92  :  12—14.  "  The 
righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  pcUm^ 
tree.:  he  shall  grow  like  the  cedar  in 
Lebanon,  Those  that  be  planted  in  the 
home  of  the  Lordy  shall  flourish  in  the 
courts  of  our  God,  They  shall  still  bring 
forth  fruit  in  old  age,  they  shall  be  fat 
and  flourishing^*^ 

6.  House  of  thb  dead.  While  walk- 
ing out  one  evening,  says  Jowott,  a  few 
fields  distant  from  Deir  el  Kamer,  with 
the  son  of  my  host,  to  see  a  detached 
garden  belonging  to  bis  father,  he 
pointed  out  to  me,  near  it,  a  small,  solid 
stone  building,  apparently  an  house, 
very  solemnly  addmg,  "  Kabbar  beify,^* 
•*  the  sepulclire  ot  our  family."  Jt  had 
neither  door  nor  window.  He  then  di- 
rected my  attention  to  a  number  of  si- 
milar buildings  at  a  distance  ;  which  to 
the  eye  are  exactly  like  houses,  but 
which  are,  in  fact,  tamily  mansions  for 
the  dead.  They  have  a  most  melan- 
choly appearance,  which  made  him 
shudder  while  he  explained  their  use. 
The  walls  must  be  opened  at  each  se- 
veral interment  of  the  members  of  the 
family. 

Perhs^s  this  custom,  which  prevails 
particularly  in  Syria,  and  in  the  lonely 
neighboring  parts  of  Deir  el  Kamer, 
may  have  been  of  great  antiquity,  and 
may  serve  to  explain  some  Scripture 
phrases.  The  prophet  Samuel  was 
buried  in  his  house  at  Ramah,  1  Sam. 
XXV.  1 ;  it  could  hardly  be  in  his  dwell- 
ing house.  Joab  was  buried  in  his  own 
hmise  in  the  wilderness,  1  Kings  ii.  34. 
This  was  "  the  house  appoint^  for  all 
the  living,**    Job  xxx.  Uii, 

Possibly,  too,  tbe  passages  in  Prov.  ii. 
16,  19,  and  viii.  27,  and  ix.  13,  describ- 
ing the  house  of  a  wanton,  may  have 
drawn  their  imagery  from  this  custom. 
**  He  knoweth  not  that  the  dead  are 
there^  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  her  lumse  inclines  unto 


detahy  and  her  paths  unio.ihe  dead.  None 
that  go  unto  her  return  again,** 

7.  The  dialect  of  gaulee.  A 
slight  differenoe  of  pronunciation  in 
certain  letters,  may  make  a  great  differ- 
ence in  the  sense  of  what  is  spoken. 
Thus,  the  people  of  some  parts  ol  Scot- 
land pronounce  the  short  i  of  the  Eng- 
lish, as  if  it  were  the  short  e,  A  divine 
of  North  Britain  is  said  to  have  unwit- 
tingly given  an  illustration  of  the  effect 
which  this  provincialism  may  have  in 
altering  the  meaning  of  a  sentence.  He 
said  ill  his  pulpit,  *'lt  is  a  good  thing  to 
obey  the  Lord ;  but  it  is  a  better  (bitter) 
thing  to  sin  against  him." 

Tnis  may  enable  us  to  understand 
how  it  was  that  the  Jews  so  readily  de- 
tected a  Galilean  by  his  speech,  Mark 
14 :  70.  Acts  2:7.'  Lightloot  says,  that 
the  mongrel  inhabitants  ot  Galilee  and 
Samaria  pronounced  three  letters  of  the 
Hebrew  alphabet  wrong,  and  that  the 
combinations  which  they  thu^  formed, 
were  not  only  disagreeable  to  the  Jews, 
who  prided  tnemseives  on  extreme  ac- 
curacy in  this  respect,  but  also  often 
embarrassed  the  hearers'  understanding 
of  what  was  intended.  He  also  fur- 
nishes some  extracts  from  the  Rabbins, 
whose  writings  preserve  some  curious 
examples  of  mistake  arising  from  this 
dialect  of  Galilee.  A  certain  woman 
complaining  to  a  judge,  said  in  this  dia- 
lect, **  My  lord,  1  had  a  picture,  which 
they  stole  ;  and  it  was  so  great,  that  if 
you  had  been  placed  in  it,  your  feet 
would  not  have  touched  the  ground." 
But  her  pronunciation  so  affected  the 
sense  of  what  she  uttered,  that  she 
seemed  to  the  judge  to  deciiare,  "Sir 
slave,  I  had  a  beam,  and  they  stole  ihee 
away  ;  and  it  was  so  great  that  it  they 
had  hung  thee  on  it,  thy  feet  would  not 
have  touched  the  ground." 

If  a  Galilean  asked  a  Jew,  "whose  is 
this  lamb  V*  his  hearer  would  not  know 
from  his  pronunciation  whether  he 
meant  lamb,  or  wool,  or  ass,  or  wine. 

A  Galilean  woman,  when  she  meant 
to  say,  "come,  1  will  feed  you  with 
milk,"  would  be  understood  by  a  Jew, 
as  saying,  "  M.y  neighbor,  the  lion  shall 
eat  you." 

From  these  statements  may  be  in- 
ferred one  of  the  many  reasons,  why 
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tho  Jews  were  so  ready  to  despise  their 
northern  neighbors. 

8.  Caves.    The  predominant  rock  in 
Palestine    is  a  compact  limestone,  in 
some  places  approaching  to  marble,  and 
in  others  extremely  soft  and  friable,  so 
that  by  the  action  of  water  percolating 
through  the  fissures  of  the  mountains, 
large  caves  are  formed,  which  at  the 
present  day,  as  in  ancient  times,  form 
the  refuge  of  those  who  have  no  better 
habitations,  or  who  are  thrust  out  from 
the    protection    of     civilized    society. 
There  are    said  to  be    hundreds    of 
these  in  Mount  Carmel  alone,  chiefly 
on  the  W.  side.    In  one  place,  there 
are  about  400  in  the  vicinity  of  each 
other — many  of  them  doubtless  hewn 
out  by  art,  and  others  altered  and  im- 
proved so  as  to  make  comfortable  abodes. 
Their  entrances  are.  often  so  intricate 
that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  sight  of  a 
person  who  flies  into  them, — so  that  one 
who  is  .  disposed    may  easily  conceal 
himself  from  pursuers.    This  may  give 
us  a  clearer  idea  of  what  is  intended  by 
the  prophet  Amos,  where  Jehovah  says 
of  those  who  attempt  to  escape  from 
punishment,  "  Though  they  hide  them- 
selves in  the  top  of  Carmel,  I  will  search 
and  take  them  from  thence."     When 
David  retired  from  Achish,  king  of  Gath, 
having  no  other  secure  abode,  he  went 
to  the   cave  of  AduUam,  and  thither 
were  gathered  to  him  his  followers,  1 
Sam.  22 ;  2  Sam.  23,  la.     And  tra- 
vellers at  the  present  day,  sometimes 
come  to  districts  which  seem  to  be  al- 
most destitute  of  a  population — but  on 
a  close  inspection,  here  and  there  along 
the  sides  of  the  clifls,  or  under  project- 
ing  shelves  of  rock,  may  be  seen  some 
Tude  walls  of  irregular  stones,  which 
prove  to  be  the  outworks  of  Arab  dwel- 
lings— ^the  back  part  of  which  are  caves, 
or  sometimes  large  fissures  or  clefts  in 
the  rock,  while  the  front  is  thus  built 
up  to  defend  it  from  too  sudden  an  ap- 
proach and  from  the  wind  and  from  wild 
beasts.   These  caves,  in  the  better  days 
of  Palestine,  were  often  used  as  graves. 
Thus    Abraham  bought    the   cave  of 
Machpelah  in  Mamre,  which  is  before 
Hebron,  for  a  possession  of  a  burying 
place.    How  gloomy  and  sad  must  such 
places  have  been  as  residences  for  the 


poor  and  persecuted  servants  xji  God,  of 
whom  we  are  told,  that  they  wandered 
about  in  sheep  skins  and  goat  6kins» 
having  their  dwellings  in  dens  and 
caves  of  the  earth-»-being  compelled  to 
avoid  the  light  of  day>  and  the  society 
of  men.  In  view  of  «uch  circumstances 
we  can  appreciate  the  feelings  of  David 
in  the  14id  Psalm — **In  the  way  where- 
in I  walked  have  they  privily  laid  a 
snare  for  me,  I  looked  on  my  right 
hand,  and  beheld,  that  there  was  no 
man  that  would  know  me  :  refuge  faiU 
ed  me ;  no  man  cared  for  my  soul.  At- 
tend unto  my  cry>  for  1  am  brought  very 
low  ;  deliver  me  from  my  persecutors  i 
for  they  are  stronger  than  L  firing  my 
soul  out  of  prisonf  that  I  may  praise  thy 
name." 

It  was  while  thus  concealed  in  a  cave 
at  Engedi,  that  David  had  an  opportu-. 
nity  of  killing  Saul,  but  forbore,  out  of 
respect  to  his  official  dignity,  as  the 
anointed  king  of  Israel 


ENCOTTRAi&EMENT  TO    SPECIAL    PRATfilt. 

About  ten  months  previous  to  his 
his  admission  to  the  churchy  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  taken  very  danger-, 
ously  ill ;  and  while  the  deacons  of  the 
church  were  engaged  in  the  regular 
duties  of  their  monthly  meeting,  his 
father  came  in.  He  stated  the  alarm- 
ing case  of  his  impenitent  son,  and 
said,  "  I  must  immediately  return,  ^ut 

DO  PEAT  FOE  MY  CHILD!" 

Some  encouraging  considerations 
were  cited,  and  the  church  bowed 
themselves  in  prayer ;  and,  like  Moses, 
humbly  threw  themselves  into  the 
breach. 

The  burden  of  our  prayers  then  was, 
that  he  might  live  and  be  converted  to 
God.  He  soon  began  to  amend,  and 
serious  impressions  fastened  upon  his 
mind,  and  after  various  struggles,  and 
another  severe  fit  of  sickness,  ten 
months  had  hardly  elapsed  when,  in  the 
same  house,  and  before  most  (^  the 
same  individuals,  he  gave  an  interest- 
ing relation  of  his  religious  experience  ; 
and  was  admitted  to  the  church.  He 
has  now  some  expectation  of  preaching 
the  Grospel  to  perishing  sinners.        s. 
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How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent'}  . 


Mark  xvi.  15. 
.  Horn,  X.  15. 
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POLITICAL  POWER  MOVING  WESTWARD. 

It  has  been  urged  as  an  argument  for  Christian  effi>rt  in  beh^f  of  this  neW 
states,  that  **  if  the  philanthropy  of  the  eastern  churches  do  not  speedily  mould 
the  West,  the  West  will  mould  them."  The  evidence  of  this  is  found  in  the 
rapid  increase  of  the  political  and  social  importance  of  the  western  states. 

The  table  given  below  has  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  exhibit  the  relative 
influence  of  the  eastern  and  western  states  in  our  national  legislature ;  and 
also  to  show  how  rapidly  that  influence  is  passing  from  the  hands  of  the  former 
to  those  of  the  latter. 

RBPBBSaNTATIVBS  INT  OONa&BSS. 

NoTB  l.^The  portion  of  tht  eoulinr)f  whose  waters  empty  into  the  Oalf  of  Mexico,  is 
in  this  table  considered  as  belonging  to  the  Mississippi  valley,  except  western  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  N.  W.  part  of  Georgia,  the  relations  of  which  render  it  proper  to  class 
those  districts  with  the  states  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 

2.  From  1830  to  1840  the  ratio  of  representation  in  Congress  was  1  member  for  every 
47,700  persons,^P6  slaves  being  computed  equivalent  to  three  free  persons.  Since  the 
census  of  1840,  a  select  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  apportionment  of  representation, 
has  reported  recommending  68,000  as  the  number  to  be  entitled  to  send  a  member.  Should 
this  recommendation  be  adopted,  as  it  probably  will,  the  representation  of  the  East  and  the 
West,  under  each  census,  will  compare  as  follows : — 


THE  EAST. 

Mtmaherm  nnder  ccnsns  of  1830.    1840. 
Maine, 

New-Hampshire^ 
Massnchusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
Vermont, 
New -York, 
NeW-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia,  (Eastern,) 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


8 

7 

5 

4 

12 

10 

2 

1 

6 

,   4 

5 

4 

40 

35 

6 

5 

28 

26 

1 

1 

8 

6 

12 

9 

13 

9 

9 

6 

9 

8 

164       134 


THE  WEST. 
members  nnder  censwa  of  1830.    1840. 


Alabama, 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri, 

Arkansas, 

Michigan, 

Virginia,  (Western,) 

Wisconsin, 

Iowa, 

Florida, 


VOL.  XIV. 


24 


5 
2 
3 
13 
13 
19 
7 
3 
2 
1 
I 
9 
1 
1 
1 

IT 


7 

4 

4 

U 

10 

22 

10 

7 

5 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

"9i 
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It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  western  states  will  have  gained  twelve  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  the  eastern  will  have  lost  thirty ;  making  a  difl^rence 
of  no  less  \hdJi  forty-two  votes,  in  ten  years.    Truly  may  it  be  said — 

*'  Westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  its  Way." 

'We  need  not  dwell  on  the  suggestions  which  arise  from  these  facts.  It  will 
be  obvious  to  every  one,  that  this  rapid  transfer  of  political  influence  will  in  ten 
years  more,  at  the  same  rate,  give  a  clear  majority  in  our  national  councils,  to 
western  men.  This  willindeed  be  a  matter  of  trifling  importance,  if  those  men, 
and  the  constituents  by  whom  they  are  elected,  are  intelligent  and  virtuous ; 
for  in  that  case,  the  East,  and  the  country  at  large,  will  have  no  reason  to  dread 
their  influence.  But  if  that  predominance  of  political  power  is  to  be  wielded 
by  men  over  whose  hearts  no  divine  principles  have  sway,  who  are  chosen  for 
their  subserviency  to  transient  and  party  interests,  whose  affinities  are  with  the 
boisterous  blasphemer,  the  duellist  and  the  assassin,  then  may  the  East,  now 
resting  so  securely,  tremble  for  its  cherished  institutions.  The  wave  of  ruin 
will  roll  over  all  that  is  fair  in  the  land  of  the  Pilgrims,  quenching  the  Are  on 
their  altars,  and  sweeping  away  the  monuments  reared  by  their  fathers'  piety 
and  toil. 


In  order  thai  the  reader  may  appreciate  the  influences,  which  go  to  form,  in  no 
small  degree,  the  voters  who,  ten  years  hence,  will  elect  the  majority  of  members 
of  Congress,  we  subjoin  the  following  notice  of  the 

BCGLBSIA8TI0AL  AND  BDUOATIONAL  FOBCB  OF   BOMAIfISM 
IN  THB  WBSTBBN  STATES^ 


ACCORDING  TO   THE  LATEST   CATHOLIC  AUTHOBITIES. 

The  Roman  Catholics  have  divided  the  United  States  into  16  dioceses,  of 
which  10  lie  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  The  subjoined  particulars  may 
be  regarded  as  complete  down  to  the  middle  of  1841. 

Monroe,  Ann  Arbor,  Marshall,  Grand 
Rapids,  Green  Bay,  Milwaukie,  &c.  At 
Prairie  du  Chien,  a  church  is  nearly  finished 
of  100  by  50  feet. 

]>ioc«se  •€  Cincinnati—Embracing 
the  state  of  Ohio.  Iti  the  language  of  the 
Catholic  Almanac,  "it  is  now  governed  by 
Rev.  John  B.  Purcell."  The  diocese  con- 
tains 38  churches,  and  15  others  are  in  the 
process  of  erection ;  at  which,  and  at  some 
20  other  stations,  38  clergymen  officiate. 
Besides  the  cathedral  at  Cincinnati,  a  new 
one  is  in  progress,  200  feet  by  77,  with  a 
Corinthian  portico  45  feet  deep,  a  tower  and 
steeple.  A  Gothic  church  for  the  German 
Catholics,  142  feet  by  66,  is  also  nearly  com- 
pleted.   The  points  occupied  by  the  Catho* 


of  Detroit — Embracing  the 
state  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  Territory 
— has  a  bishop,  a  coadjutor  and  administra- 
tor. The  Cathedral  is  at  Detroit.  Whole 
number  of  churches  and  chapels  25,  other 
stations  25,  clergymen  16,  literary  institu 
tions  and  schools  11,  dbc,  <&c.  The  Uni- 
versity of  St.  Philip,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  bishdp,  is  situated  near  Detroit,  and 
holds  out  the  usual  literary  inducements  to 
pupils,  and  board  and  tuition  for  ^100  per 
annum.  Fifty  young  men  are  in  the  pro 
cess  of  education  in  this  diocese,  and  several 
schools  are  in  operation  at  different  points, 
Deluding  a  Female  Academy  at  Prairie  du 
Chien.  Important  places  are  occupied  by 
these     various    movements,    as    Detroit, 
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Iks  sMm  to  have  been  selected  not  without 
an  eye  to  future  influence.  For  example— 
on  the  Ohio  river,  at  Steubenville,  Marietta, 
Portsmouth,  Georgetown,  Ripley,  &c.  On 
Lake  Erie,  Cleveland,  Sandusky  and  Toledo. 
On  the  Canals,  Canton,  Chilicothe,  Dayton, 
Hamilton,  Zanesville,  &c. 

In  Perry  county,  near  the  center  of  the 
state,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
National  road  and  the  Ohio  canal,  at  con- 
venient distances  from  Athens,  Zanesville, 
Circleville  and  Columbus,  are  several  Catho- 
lic establishments,  viz :— the  Dominican  con- 
vent at  St.  Joseph's,  in  Perry  county,  with 
5  friars,  4  novices  and  4  lay  friars ;  and  at 
Somerset,  in  the  same  county,  a  convent 
of  11  nuns  of  St.  Dominic,  who  have  under 
their  charge  the  "  St.  Mary's  Female  Semi- 
nary." At  this  institution  a  system  of  edu- 
cation is  pursued  which  is  calculated  to  be 
very  attractive  by  its  list  of  studies  and 
accomplishments.  At  St.  Joseph's,  in  this 
county,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  splen- 
did churches  in  the  West,  has  lately  been 
erected.  The  style  is  Gothic,  122  by  60  feet, 
and  162  feet  high  to  the  top  of  the  tower. 

At  Wilketville,  in  Gallia  county,  *'2000 
acres  of  land,  part  of  a  large  tract  owned 
by  Mr.  P.  Q,uin,  abounding  with  iron,  salt, 
4&C.,  one  of  the  finest  wheat  regions  in  the 
West,  only  18  miles  from  the  Ohio  river,  and 
having  an  ample  supply  of  water  power," 
have  been  granted  for  the  support  of  a  priest, 
an  asylum  for  orphans,  and  schools. 

There  is  also  an  ecclesiastical  seminary 
belonging  to  this  diocese  in  Brown  county, 
on  a  farm  of  300  acres,  having  12  students 
under  the  charge  of  a  principal  and  two 
assistants. 

The  "Atheneum"  at  Cincinnati  is  now 
converted  into  a  Catholic  college,  called 
St.  Xavier  College,  under  the  direction  of 
Jesuits,  has  six  professors,  and  about  50 
boarders,  besides  those  who  attend  the 
course  of  instruction,  but  do  not  board  in 
the  institution. 

The  SoBurs  Notre  Dame,— devoted  to 
female  education,  have  an  Academy  in 
Cincinnati,  where  the  instruction  is  in  the 
French  language.  The  pupils  "  ma  y  receive 
visits  occasionally  from  their  relations,  (!) 
but  these  visits  must  neither  be  frequent  nor 
long."  '*  Uniformity  requires  that  all  the 
boarders  should  assist  at  divine  worship  as 


performed  in  the  institution."  About  60 
young  ladies  attended  this  seminary  last 
year,  of  whom  40  were  from  the  neighbor- 
hood—a proof  of  the  local  influence  of  the 
institution. 

A  "  Society  for  the  diffusion  of  religious 
knowledge,"  at  Cincinnati,  manages  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Catholic  Telegraph,  and  issues 
tracts,  &c.  There  is  also  a  * '  Church  Build- 
ing Society,"  the  members  of  which  con- 
tribute 12j^  cents  each,  monthly. 

I>i«c€»se  of  TiMccane*— Includes  In- 
diana and  the  eastern  part  of  Illinois— 
"Governed"  by  Right  Rev.  Celestin  de 
Hailandi^re  ;  has  27  churches,  including  the 
Cathedral  at  Vincenues,  10  others  building, 
and  29  other  stations.  There  are  30  clergy- 
men acting  as  such,  and  4  in  other  employ* 
ments.  In  looking  over  the  names  of 
these  clergymen,  the  reader  is  struck  with 
the  great  predominance  of  foreign  names, 
such  as  O'Rorke,  Sniedeijans,  Chartier, 
Weinzcepflen,  Biquelin,  Benoit,  Buteux, 
Bernier,  (&c.  Here,  as  in  Ohio,  there  are  a 
College  and  Theological  Seminary,  both  at 
Vincennes.  Fifty  young  men  are  reported 
as  studying  under  the  Catholic  supervision 
in  this  diocese,  besides  10  students  in  the 
Theological  Seminary.  The  college,  styled 
"  St.  Gabriel  College,"  received  a  charter 
from  the  legislature  last  year,  and  has  a 
"numerous  faculty"  of  professors  "in  aU 
the  various  branches  of  education,  who  are 
permanently  connected  and  identified  with 
the  college."  They  promise  as  extensive  a 
course  of  study  as  at  any  other  institution 
in  the  United  States.  "  The  institution  is 
provided  with  a  splendid  philosophical  ap- 
paratus, an  extensive  library,  and  elegant 
specimens  for  the  study  of  anatomy.  There 
is  also  in  preparation  a  botanical  garden. 
Here,  as  usual,  "  there  is"  professedly  "  no 
interference  with  the  religious  belief  of  the 
pupils,  but  for  the  sake  of  order,  boarders  are 
expected  to  comply  with  the  external  forms 
of  Catholic  worship,  which  is  the  religion 
professed  by  the  members  of  the  coHege." 

The  "brothers  of  St.  Joseph,"  lately 
arrived  from  Europe,  have  opened  a  school 
in  Daviesoounty.  The  "  Sisters  of  Charity" 
atTmcennes  have  a  female  Academy)  at  the 
head  of  which  is  "Sister  Olympia,  Sister 
Servant."  There  are  alsa  ^  free  sohoola 
with  110  members. 
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Besides  Vincenoefli  the  impoytaot  points 
occupied  by  Catholics,  are  such  as  Fort 
Wayne,  Peru,  Logansport  and  Terre  Haute, 
on  the  Wabash,  Indianapolis  in  the  centre 
of  the  state,  Michigan  city  in  the  north,  and 
New  Albany,  Jeffersonville  and  Madison,  on ! 
the  Ohio  river.  In  Illinois,  the  principal 
stations  of  this  diocese  are  Chicago,  Juliet 
and  Shawaeeiown. 

Pjgcw  of  OvW^vc—This  is  an  old 
diocese,  and  its  governor  is  the  Right  Rev. 
M.  Loras,  D.  D.,  who  was  consecrated  in 
1810.  It  eJUends  over  the  Iowa  Territory, 
in  which  it  has  7  churches  and  5  other  sta- 
tions, which  are  supplied  by  9  clergymen. 

The  cathedral  is  situated  at  Dubuque, 
and  is  said  to  be  far  superior  to  any  other 
church  building  above  St.  Louis.  The  ser- 
vices are  both  in  French  and  English.  Con- 
nected with  the  cathedral  is  a  fine,  large, 
brick  edifice,  occupied  by  the  bishop  and 
clergy,  and  arranged  for  the  purposes  of  a 
seminary.  Academies  for  girls  are  in  opera- 
tion at  Dubuque  and  Burlington;  for  boys 
at  Dubuque  and  Davenport.  A  brick  church  j 
is  in  progress  at  Iowa  city,  with  a  basement 
for  a  school,  to  be  opened  the  present  spring. 
Houses  of  worship  are  either  built,  or  mea- 
sures for  that  purpose  are  in  progress  at 
Bloomington,  Fort  Madison  and  West  Point. 

]»i«ceNe  of  St.  lionlir- Embraces  Mis-  j 
souri,  Arkansas  and  the  western  moiety  of 
Illinois.  Bishop,  Rt.  Rev.  Joseph  Rosati; 
Coadjutor,  Rt.  Rev.  Peter  Kenrick,  D.  I^.y 
This  diocese  contains  56  churches  and 
chapels,  and  9  others  are  in  the  process  of 
erection ;  60  other  stations  are  also  supplied 
by  the  clergy,  who  number  74,  viz:  50  in 
the  ministry  and  24  in  other  en^ployments. 
Have  all  the  evangelical  Protestant  denomi' 
nations  together,  as  many  on  the  same  field? 

The  central  position  and  prospective  in- 
fluence of  this  portion  of  the  Mississippi 
valley,  have  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the 
adherents  of  Rome.  Consequently,  there  is 
here  a  concentration  of  Catholic  force  from 
whence  an  influence  may  be  sent  abroad  in 
every  direction.  They  have  3  seminaries, 
37  young  men  preparing  to  be  priests,  and 
320  others  pursuing  their  education  in 
Catholic  institutions.  There  are  biesides, 
10  female  academies  with  an  aggregate  of 
no  less  than  610  pupils— making,  in  round 
numbers,  a  thousand  qf  ffie  youth  qf  that 


mos^  interesting  portion  qf  ths^  West^  under 
the  training  qf  the  Catholics  I 

Of  the  facilities  i6r  such  extensive  influ- 
ence on  the  education  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion, an  idea  may  be  formed  from  a  few 
brief  notices.  The  St.  Louis  University  is 
under  the  care  of  6  resident  priests,  at  the 
head  of  whom,  is  the  Rev.  Peter  Verhoegen, 
who  is  also  Superintendent  qf  the  Jesuit 
Missions  in  Missouri,  Louisiana  and  Ohio. 
Last  year  there  were  160  students,  of  whom 
130  were  boarders,  and  of  course  subject  to 
the  standing  rule  "to  assist  in  performing 
divine  service^'  according  to  Catholic  modes. 
St.  Mary's  College,  in  Perry  county,  has  a 
president  and  8  professors.  There  are  con- 
vents and  academies  for  youog  ladies  at  St. 
Louis,  Florissant,  St.  Charles,  Bethlehem, 
St.  Genevieve,  Cape  Girardeau  and  Caran- 
dolet,.  Missouri;  Pine  Bluff,  in  Arkansas; 
Easkaskia,  and  Cahokias,  III.  There  are 
also  free  schools  and  orphan  asylums  at 
diflerent  points.  A  splendid  church,  120  by 
80  feet,  is  erecting  for  the  ^suits  at  St. 
Louis,  makipg  7  places  of  worship  occupied 
by  the  Catholics  in  that  city. 

Connected  with  this  diocese  are  the  Indian 
Missions  to  the  Potawatamie  Indians,  and 
to  the  Flat  Heads  and  Pans  d'Orcillesof  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

]>ioeeae  of  RTew-Orleaww— Established 
n  1793;  governed  by  Rt.  Rev.  Anthony 
6lan9,  D.  D. ;  /embraces  the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana ;  42  churches  and  chapels ;  15  or  20 
other  stations;  60  clergymen,  of  whom  13 
are  not  immediately  connected  with  the 
missions. 

This  diocese  has  a  college  at  Grand 
Coteau,  Opelousas,  under  a  president,  6 
professors,  4  '*  coadjutors,"  besides  4  pro- 
fessors of  English,  brewing  and  music 
Some  of  these  niust  have  other  cinpl^y- 
ment,  as  there  are  but  70  boarders.  By  the 
rules  of  the  institution  pupils  are  not  received 
over  H  years  of  age,  which  indicates  the 
design  and  expectation  of  the  managers  as 
to  the  result  of  the  training  on  the  religions 
principles  of  the  scholars.  There  is  also  a 
Theological  Seminary  at  Lafourche,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Lazarists.  *'  There  ace 
12  seminarians,  4  of  whom  are  in  theology, 
and  3  will  be  ordained  priests  this  year." 

There  are  1  convents,  one  of  XJrsulines, 
near  New-Orleans,  (M;ie  of  the   **$lacre4 
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Heart*'  in  St  James  Parish,  another  of  the 
same  name  in  Opelousas,  and  a  fourth, 
styled  the  ''Congregation  of  our  Lady  of 
Mount  Garmel,"  in  New-Orleans.  The8« 
have  under  their  charge  6  academies  and 
schools,  and  comprise  112  nuns  and  novices, 
and  685  pupils.  Besides  these  are  the  male 
and  female  orphan  asylums,  with  218 
orphans  and  a  day-school  of  26  scholars- 
making  a  total  of  nearly  seven  hundred 
persons  of  all  ages  in  the  schools,  besides 
the  218  orphans. 

Di««Me  or  IfatelMa— Embracing  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  and  under  the  charge 
of  Rt.  Rev.  J.  J.  Ghanche,  D.  D.  This  ap- 
pears as  yet  to  be  in  its  infancy,  the  bishop 
having  received  bis  consecration  in  March, 
1841.  It  has  but  few  stations,  as  Natchez, 
Yicksborg,  St  Louis,  and  2  other  stations 
on  the  Qul^  and  only  S  clergymen.  The 
church  at  Natchez  was  soma  years  since 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  has  not  yet  been  re- 
built 

]MMMe«fBIobHe.—Tlnsiee  is  governed 
by  Bishop  Portier,  whose  authority  covers 
Alabama  and  Florida.  There  are  30  sta- 
tions, at  7  of  which  ^here  are  churches; 
clergymen,  18.  The  operations  are  almost 
wholly  confined  as  yet  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
sea  coast ;  a  few  stations  only  being  as  far 
north  as  Montgomery,  Ala.  Mobile,  Pen- 
sacola,  Tallahasse  and  St  Augustine,  are 
the  most  important 

The  College  at  Spring  Hill,  near  Mobile, 
has  a  president  and  2  professors,  and  70 
boarding  students.  There  are  also  for  boys, 
an  academy  at  St.  Augustine,  and  a  school 
at  Mobile ;  for  girls,  a  seminary  at  the  con- 
vent of  the  Blessed  Virgin  at  Summerville^ 
had  a  school  and  orphan  asylnm  at  Mobile. 

JDiocese  of  Bardstovm— Embracing 
Kentucky  i  Rt  Rev.  B.  J.  Flaget,  Bishop, 
and  Rt.  Rev.  G.  J.  Chabrat,  Coadjutor.  This 
see  is  well  supplied  with  the  means  of  opera- 
tion, having  40  churches  and  chapels,  70 
other  stations,  50  clergymen,  of  whom  24 
are  employed  in  the  various  institutions. 
The  apparatus  of  education  are  also  exten- 
sive, comprising  6  colleges  and  seminaries, 
viz :  the  Jesuit  Seminary  in  Marion  county, 
and  the  Dominican  convent  ki  Washington 
county.  At  these  two  establisments  there 
are  10  instructors  including  the  superiors, 
(ionMof  whom  also  officiate  in  the  ndgh- 

24* 


borhood, )  and  15  theological  students.  Also, 
St  Joseph's  College  at  Bardstown,  with  14 
officers  and  professors.  The  prospectus 
states  that  '*  the  apparatus  for  Natural  and 
Experimental  Philosophy,  is  as  complete  as 
any  in  the  western  country."  St  Mary's 
College  is  near  Lebanon,  in  Marion  county, 
under  the  care  of  8  clergymen,  to  whose 
names  the  letters  "  S.  J."  are  appended — 
i.  e.  SoeietcUU  JeaUt  belonging  to  the  order 
of  the  Jesuits*  Beside  these  there  are  "  3 
scholastics  and  6  lay  brothers"  in  the  insti- 
tution. Average  number  of  boarders,  110. 
There  are  also  institutions  of  less  note  at 
Mounts  Merino,  in  Meade  county,  and  at 
Louisville,  the  latter  vrith  60  pupils.  There 
are  in  the  state,  3  convents  and  10  academies. 
In  the  community  of  Lorettines  there  are 
no  less  than  166  meniber&  There  are  also 
an  institution  for  the- deaf  and  dumb,  and  an 
orphan  asylum,  and  minor  schools.  The 
young  men  receiving  education  under 
Catholic  influence  are  300;  pupils  in  female 
academies,  628. 

Diocese  of  FTashTille.— Rt.  Rev.  R.  P. 
Miles,  D.  D.,  is  bishop,  and  extends  his 
jurisdiction  over  the  state  of  Tennessee. 
There  are  8  clergymen  and  62  stations,  at 
only  2  of  which  they  have  church  edifices. 
This  diocese,  like  nearly  all  the  rest,  has  its 
library  institution,  at  Nashville,  designed  to 
furnish  priests  for  the  missions  in  Tennessee* 
The  students  have  charge  of  an  academy 
under  the  superintendence  of.  the  superior  of 
the  seminary.  Foriy  young  men  are  returned 
as  under  instruction  in  Catholic  institutions 
in  this  diocese.  It  does  not  appear  to  havo 
as  yet  any  institutions  for  the  education  of 
females^ 


In  reviewing  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
above  notices,  there  are  a  few  things  that 
appear  to  be  worthy  of  special  notice. 

And  first,  the  numerical  force  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  ki  the  West  is  greater  than 
most  persons  are  aware.  By  the  above 
enumerations,  made  from  statistical  docu- 
ments, there  are  three  hundred  priests  in 
the  ten  western  dioceses!  This  is  a  net  in- 
crease of  1^  or  15  during  the  year  1841. 

Again — these  men  are  almost  all  foreign- 
ers, as  a  moment's  inspection  of  their  name» 
will  suggest ;  of  course^  they  come  among 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


982 


THE  HOME  BOSSIONARY. 


Aprilr 


us  strangers  to  our  laws  and  the  genius  of 
our  institutions,  and  having  no  interest  in 
them,  except  to  mould  or  subvert  them. 

Agaitti  in  the  seminaries  above  alluded  to 
there  are  no  less  than  90  clerical  BtudemU' 
Thus,  leaving  out  uf  account  the  increase  of 
Catholic  priests  hy  immigration  from  foreign 
lands,  there  is  a  home  produeiion  of 
Romanist  clergy,  nearly  equal  to  the  can- 
didates for  the  ministry  in  all  the  Protestant 
theological  seminaries  on  the  same  field ! 

The  fofiiiititt  fvr  education  are  another 
striking  feature.  Every  one  of  these  dioceses 
that  has  been  organized  long  enough  has  its 
college  or  colleges*  Twenty  three  institu- 
tions, including  the  theological  seminaries, 
are  prepared,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  by  the 
titles  of  their  professorships  and  lists  of 
studies,  to  give  instruction  equal  and  in 
some  eases  superior  to  our  best  academies. 
These  are  for  malea.  The  female  academies 
are  at  least  34  in  number,  besides  numerous 
sehools  and  orphan  asylums.  These  higher 
seminaries  have  in  tkiem  2,947  youth. 

Upon  whom  does  this  maohinery  of  edu- 
cation chiefly  operate  I  On  the  Catholics? 
Probably  not.  The  great  mass  of  these 
people  care  little  for  education.    They  are 


mostly  the  German  and  Irish  population  of 
large  towns,  and  on  the  canals,  rail-roads 
and  other  public  works,  llieir  children 
have  no  need  of  schools  to  make  them 
Catholics.  But  it  is  on  Protestant  children 
that  this  system  of  means  is  chiefly  intended 
to  operate,  and  probably  produces  its  princi* 
pal  effect. 

Such  are  the  influences  that  are  co-opera* 
ting  with  infidelity  and  the  native  depravity 
of  man,  to  educate  the  children  of  the  West— 
to  make  the  votere  and  legialatorBf  who  ten 
years  hence  may  control  the  government  of 
our  country  t*  And  in  this  the  time  to  re* 
lax  in  our  missionary  efforts?  Shall  the 
Pr«jtestant  institutions  which  an  enlightened 
zeal  has  begun  to  found  in  the  West,  be 
abandoned  new,  in  the  very  crisis  of  our 
country's  destiny  1  We  put  these  questions 
to  our  own  hearts,  and  to  our  brethren ;  and 
we  beseech  all  who  havs  any  concern  for 
this  country  and  for  their  o.wn  children-^ 
any  zeal  for  Christ,  or  love  for  men,  to  frame 
an  answer  in  view  of  the  great  day  of  final 
account. 


*  Bee  the  preceding  article. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  A.  H,  M.  S. 


MI880URL 
^ECKnELACTED  MEETINGS  ANB  BEVIVALS. 

From  Rev.  F,  R,  Chray^  New  Provi- 
denee.  Mo, 

In  making  my  report,  I  have  to  say 
I  have  performed  more  strictly  mis- 
sionary  labor  during  the  last  quarter 
than  in  any  other  since  I  have  been 
under  commission  from  the  A.  H.  M.  S. 
The  providence  of  the  Great  Head  o( 
the  Church  seemed,  toward  the  close 
of  the  last  quarter^  to  have  opened  the 
way,  and  called  upon  me  to  labor,  in 
connexion  with  a  few  other  brethren  in 
this  part  of  the  state,  in  a  series  of 
protracted  meetings.  These  meetings 
were  greatly  blessed.  They  began  with 
the  camp-meeting,  or  "  feast  of  taber- 


nacles," at  this  place  ea  the  12th  t>f 
August,  and  have  been  kept  up  at  dif- 
ferent points  through  the  country  to  the 
present  time.  Such  seemed  to  be  the 
state  of  thiugs,  that  all  were  often  re- 
minded of  the  words  of  the  Master, 
**The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous  but  the 
laborers  are  few."  Indeed^  in  several 
places,  after  we  had  labored  several 
days,  and  were  compelled^  from  other 
engagements,  to  leave  and  go  else- 
where—when we  saw  that  many  were 
still  anxious  about  their  salvation,  and 
had  not  tound  peace  to  their  souls,  and 
that  others  were  evidently  just  begins 
ning  to  be  awakened^  we  were  con- 
strained again  to  say^  in  the  words  ctf 
our  Lord,  '*  The  fields  are  ahready  white 
to  the  harvest"  And  often  did  the 
prayer  go  up  ta  God  '*that  he  wouki 
send  forth  more  laborers  into  hi«.  haN 
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vest"  And  when  occasions  ^  this 
sort  were  multiplying  almost  as  often 
as  these  meetings  were  held,  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  seemed  to  say  to  us,  in 
the  language  of  the  people  from  various 
places,  as  they  urged  us  to  come  and 
lahor  among  them  a  few  days,  **  Come 
over  and  help" — **  Come^  up  to  the  help 
of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty  ;"  and 
we  felt  that  we  must  not  disobey.  I 
consulted  with  the  elders  and  prominent 
members  of  this  church  whether  they 
were  willing  to  relinquish  their  claim, 
on  my  labors  for  a  season,  that  I  might 
go  to  these  pressing  calls,  and  to  the 
destitute.  They  all  cheerfully  said,. 
**  Gro ;  we  cannot,,  and  would  not  hinder 
you  from  doing  the  LcNrd's  work  in  other 
places ;  *  He  has  done  great  things  for 
us,  whereof  we  are  glad^'  and  we  de- 
sire that  the  same  glorious  work  may 
extend  all  over  the  fand."^ 


BESULTS  or  THE9X  I>AB0E8. 

At  several  of  these  meetings  the 
Lord  was  pleased  graciously  to  manifest 
his  presence,  and  give  the  seal  of  his 
approbation  in  the  conversion  of  sinners 
to  himself.    * 

At  Paris,  there  was  considerable  in- 
terest-—the  church  was  refreshed*- 
about  20  were  hopefully  converted — 
14  or  15  of  them  nave  been  admitted 
to  the  church,  and  several  others  were 
awakened. 

At  Palmyra  the  church  was  greatly 
revived  and  refreshed-^bove  3u  were 
hc^fully  converted — 27  or  28  of  them 
have  been  admitted  to  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  and  several  others  were 
awakened. 

At  Marion  city»  during  oui  short 
stay  th^re,  the  Lord  was  with  us — an 
interest  in  the  cause  of  religion  was 
awakened  in  the  community-— one  or 
two  were  hopefully  converted,  and  some 
others  were  brought  under  convictions 
—a  weekly  prayer  meeting  was  com- 
menced, and  we  hope  there  may  yet  be 
further  good  result 

At  ^orida  the  church  members 
seemed  to  be  much  refreshed — ^the 
communion  on  Sabbath  P.  M.,  was  a 
very  solemn,  sweet,  and  melting  sea- 
son. And  they  perhaps  went  away 
from  that  meeting  in  better  state,  as  a 


church,  than  they  had  e^er  been  in 
before.  They  are  very  anxious  to  have 
a  minister  settled  among  them,  and 
would  prot>ably  raise  half  his  support 
now,,  and  probably  in  a  few  years,  if 
they  should  be  blessed  of  the  Lord  and 
grow,,  as  we  would  anticipate,  they 
might  entirely  sustain  him.  One  or  two 
were  hopefully  converted,  and  a  few 
othess  awakened. 

Camphdlism, 

But  the  best  resnk  perhaps,  was  that 
the  cause  of  religion  was  evidently  put 
on  a  higher  ground  in  the  estimation  of 
the  conraunity  generally,  than  it  has, 
perhiq[M^.ever  b^n.  The  Campbellitee 
had  spread  themselves  throv^ii'  that 
regioa  of  the  country  considerably, 
and  had  been  haranguing  about  tbw 
notions  to  a  great  extent,  and  were  en- 
deavoring to  make  men  believe  thai 
religion  waip  nothing  more  than  to  ac« 
knowl^e  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Son  of  Uod,  and  be  immersed  and  join 
their  church,  and  all  was  right  They 
declare  openly  that  there  is  no  forgive- 
ness of  sins  but  by  immersion— that  it 
is  an  ordinance  appointed  of  God  to 
wash  away  sin,  and  that  sin  cannot, 
therefore,  be  pardoned  without  immer- 
sion. But  unless  I  was  greatly  mis- 
taken in  the  appearane  of  things  at  the 
close  of  that  protracted  meeting,,  many 
felt  that  religion  was  something  more 
than  what  they  had  said  it  was— tliat  it 
was  in  fact  a  renewing  of  the  image  of 
God  on  the  heart 

At  Monticello  also  there  was  a  very 
interesting  season.  The  church  at  that 
place,  perhaps,  never  had  been  as  much 
refreshed,  as  at  the  late  protracted 
meeting.  About  20  were  hopefully 
converted,  15  have  been  admitted  to 
the  Presbyterian  church  there,  and 
several  others  were  under  deep  awaken- 
ings. The  cause  of  religion  is  there 
also,,  perhaps,  put  on  better  ground  in 
the  estimation  of  many  of  the  people. 
In  all  these  meetings  the  preaching  has 
been  plain  and  affectionate,  setting 
forth  the  great  doctrines  of  salvation, 
as  they  have  been  always  held  and 
taught  by  all  sound  Fresbvterians. 
Meetings  for  prayer,  and  for  plain  con- 
^versation  and  counsel  to  inquirers,  have 
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always  been  held  whenever  circum- 
stances seemed  to  justify  their  appoint- 
ment, or  to  demand  them. 

The  last  quarter  has  been  one  of  much 
arduous  labor  and  anxiety,  but  it  has 
been  one  of  mercy  and  grace  from  the 
great  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  and  I  would 
not  shrink  from  it  were  it  to  be  done 
over  again,  if  his  grace  and  mercy 
should  sustain  me  as  they  have  during 
the  season  just  passed. 


BEYOND  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

To  avoid  invidious  reflections,  we  do  not 
give  the  name  of  the  state  from  which  the 
following  letter  comes,  while  we  regard  it  as 
inportant  that  the  letter  itself  should  be 
made  public.  There  is  no  way  to  make  the 
eastern  churches  acquainted  with  the  great 
Yalley^  and  prepare  them  to  sympathize  with 
ministers  laboring  there,  except  a  constant 
exhibition  of  such  facts  as  may  illustrate 
the  genius  and  habits  of  the  people  as  they 
•re  developed  in  actual  life. 

INFLUENCE  OF  TARIOUS  SECTS — »TAKD- 
ABD  OF  C0NVEB8I0N,   &C. 

The  more  I  become  acquamted  with 
the  field  of  labor  here,  the  more  am  I 
impressed  with  its  importance.  True» 
it  is  a  difficult  field  to  cultivate  as  it 
ought  to  be  ;  but  faithful  and  persever- 
ing labor,  under  the  direction  of  the 
**  wisdom  from  above,'^  will  doubtless 
be  crowned  with  a  success  which  shall 
glorify  Christ,  and  advance  his  cause. 
The  difficulties  of  the  field  arise  from 
a  variety  of  causes.  The  sparseness 
and  poverty  of  the  population  make  the 
labor  bard,  and  render  the  prospect  of 
tJ^ir  being  able  to  sustain  the  mstitu- 
tions  of  the  Gospel  distant  Added  to 
this  is  the  fact  that  the  population  are 
emigrants  from  difierent  and  distant 
countries,  and  have  not  been  together 
long  enough  to  become  assimilated,,  but 
still  retain  the  influence  of  former 
habitudes  and  prepossessions.  A  ma- 
jority profess  to  be  Christians,  and  I 
would  charitably  hope  many  of  them 
are  such  in  truth ;  but  they  are  very 
ignorant  and  their  ministers  are  igno- 
rant The  consequence  is,  they  are 
very  narrow  and  strongly  sectarian  in 


their  views.  To  benefit  them  and  ren- 
der them  useful  requires  much  meek- 
ness and  patience, — much  of  the  wis- 
dom of  the  serpent,  joined  to  much  of 
the  harmlessness  of  the  dove.  Hitherto 
they  have  enjoyed  but  little  preaching, 
except  at  camp-meetings.  These  are 
uniformly  so  conducted  as  to  produce 
great  excitement  and  disorder.  Hence 
a  common  impression  is  that  there  can 
be  no  revival,  and  no  conversions,  ex- 
cept in  connection  with  the  noise  and 
confusion  of  a  camp-meeting.  Re- 
ligion is  supposed  to  consist  mainly  in 
the  strong  and  noisy  excitement  of  the 
passfons,  the  ordinary  means  of  grace 
are  undervalued,  and  a  spasmodic  and 
consequently  inefficient  standard  of 
piety  is  established. 

The  Remedy, 

These  difficulties  are  not  to  be  re- 
moved by  direct  and  open  attack,  but 
by  meekly,  noiselessly  and  persever- 
ingly  showing  them  a  more  excellent 
way.  I  believe  I  have  abready,.  by  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  my  poor 
labors,,  succeeded  in  removing  no  incon- 
siderable amount  of  prejudice  which 
was  harbored  against  me,  and  that  the 
true  character  of  christian  piety,  as  a 
steady,  uniform  and  deathless  principle 
of  devotedness  fo  Christy,  instead  of  th^ 
perix)dical  excitement  of  evanescent  pets* 
sion,  is  clearly  apprehended  and  cor-^ 
dially  approved  by  many,  who  were  at 
first  strongly  prejudiced  against  me- 
With  these,  the  standard  of  practical 
godliness  is  elevated.  If  the  Lord  grant 
me  wisdom  and  grace  to  pursue  the 
right  course,  I  trust  the  Bible  standard 
of  personal  holiness  and  active  devoted- 
ness to  the  work  of  the  Lord,»  will  be 
adopted  by  all  professing  Christians  who 
attend  upon  my  ministry.  They  may 
not  be  proselyted  to  my  church.  Thi 
I  shall  not  attempt,  because  I  do  not 
desire  it ;  but  they  will  become  working 
Christians,  They  will  be.  useful  in  the 
vineyard  of  Christ  What  I  say  of  my 
own  particular  field  of  labor,  is  applica- 
ble to  the  whole  state.  I  make  this  re- 
mark to  show  you  the  necessity  of 
sending  missionaries  to  the  whole  state* 
and  that  you  may  send  the  riffht  kind 
of  men.  Another  thing  greatly  to  be 
desired  for  this  whole  state,  ani  in- 
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timately  connected  with  the  prosperity  I 
of  rc^ligion,  is  the  elevation  of  the 
standai^  of  education.  If  the  people 
had  an  enlightened  education,  they 
would  not  tolerate  such  religious 
teachers,  as  are  most  of  the  ministers 
in  the  state.  A  minister  in  an  adjoin- 
ing county  was  speaking,  in  his  sermon, 
of  the  persecutions  which  Paul  suf- 
fered. **  At  one  time,"  said  he,  "more 
than  forty  Jews  bound  themselves  by 
an  oath,  that  they  would  neither  eat  nor 
sleep,  till  they  had  committed  suicide 
upon  the  body  of  Paul."  Even  worse 
blunders  than  this,  in  the  use  of  words 
are  often  made  by  their  preachers,  and 
yet  most  of  the  people  think  such  men 
are  not  only  good  ministers,  but  very 
wise  and  learned  men. 


THIS  SIDE  Of  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 


From  a  CorrespondenL 


A  MISSIONARY  FI£LI>. 


The  reirion  where  Mr.  • 


'  labors, 


was  settled  some  50  or  60  years  ago. 
The  first  settlers  have  long  since  gone 
to  the  grave.  The  children  they 
brought  with*  them,  and  tiiose  born  to 
tbem  in  their  new  country,  have  many 
of  them  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  The 
third  and  fourth  generations  now  occupy 
the  country.  But  all  this  time,  we  (the 
Presbytcirian  church,)  have  done  almost 
nothing  to  send  them,  the  means  of 
grace.  Of  course,  the  people  need, 
nearly  as  much  as  soroe^  heathen  coun- 
tries, to  be  instructed  in  the  very  first 
principles  of  the  Gospel  And  it  re-, 
qaires  as  much  moral  courage  to  live 
and  labcHT  among  them,  as  to  live  and 
labor  in  heathen  lands,  when  supported 
by  the  Board  of  Foreigh  Missions. 
Yea,  I  had  rather  go  to  the  heathen,  on 
many  accounts ;  more  self-denial  would 
not  be  requisite.  And  there  is  a  large 
and  extensive  tract  of  our  beloved  coun- 
try in  this  condition.  If  any  thing  is 
done  for  this  extensive  region,  it  must 
bo  by  patient  perseverance  ;  and  in  time 
we  may  hope  to  see  the  good  fruits. 

The  churches  in  this  country  might 
do  something  for  the  Home  Missionary 
Society,  and  would,  if  a  good  agent 


would  visit  them,  and  place  the  subject 
in  its  proper  light  before  them..  Yet 
they  would  not  do  as  much  as  churches 
in  the  eastern  states  according  to  their 
ability.  And  for  a  very  obvious  reascm. 
The  moral  obligation  to  sustain  the 
ministry  i&  neither  perceived  nor  felt, 
except  very  feebly.  Perhaps  the  ava- 
rage  salary  of  the  settled  ministers 
would  not  amount  to  $100.  The  cause 
of  this  feeble  sense  of  obligation  is  in 
part  to  be  ascribed  to  sects  among  us 
who  make  a  great  merit  of  preaching 
for  nothing,  and  declaiming  against 
ministers  who  take  pay  for  preaching 
on  Sunday,  when  no  body  else  pretends 
to  take  wages  for  working  on  the  Sab- 
bath. Many  are  above  the  influence  of 
such  folly,,  but  it  has  its  intuence  on 
the  populace  ;  and  in  the  region  where 
your  missionary  is  preaching,  it  will 
take  years  to  wear  out  this  erroneous 
feeling  even  from  the  best  and  wisest 
among  them.  How  I  should  rejoice  if 
your  Society  had  a  score  like  ApoUos 
or  Whitefield  in  the  region  to  which  I 
have  alluded,^  perhaps  thi^ee  or  four 
times  as  extensive  as  Massachusetts, 
and  not  half  a  dozen  of  our  ministers 
in  the  whole  bounds ! 


ILLINOIS. 
A  TROPflT  OF  niVINE  GBACS, 

JFVom  Rev,  fif.  O,  Wright,  Missionary 
qfihe  A.  H.  M.  S.  in  Northern  Illinois. 

During  the  late  precious  outpouring 
of  the  Spirit  in  W— ,  Mr.  M—  with 
others,  presented:  himself  in  a  meeting 
of  inquiry.  His  whole  demeanor  showed 
that  he  was  ia  earnest  The  absorb- 
ing thought  withhim  wan,  **  What  shall 
I  do  to  be  saved  1"  About  10  years 
before,  his  attention  had  been  arrested 
in  like  manner.  He  then  received  false 
impressions  of  the  provisions  of  grace, 
settled  down  uppn  the  idea  that  there 
was  no  salvation  for  him,  and  pined 
away,,  till  his  life*  was  well  nigh  des- 
paired of.  After  about  a  year  of  melan*' 
choly  and  languishing,  his  mind  was 
diverted  to  other  objects,  his  health  was 
restored,  and,  to  a  great  extent,.  rjOii- 
gious  impressions  were  banished  fixnn 
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his  mind. — ^Yeara  passed  on.    He  was 
married  and  removed  to  Illinois. 

For  a  few  days  previous  to  the  meet- 
infi^  above  referred  to,  a  gloom  had  seem- 


his  service,  trusting  in  his  promise  and 
grace  to  work  whatever  was  necessary  to 
her  salvation.  This  she  dar^d  not  da 
I  pleaded  and  reasoned  with  her  for  near 


ea  to  pervade  every  thin?  around  him.^  an  hour,  when  a  messenger  arrived* 
He  reviewed  his  past  life,  considered!  saying  that  numbers  bad  assembled  at 
his  prospects^  and  then  resolved  that  he  |  the  inquiry  room.  -  I  left  to  converse 


would  go  at  once  to  the  inquiry  meeting, 
and  endeavor  to  follow  the  instructions 
he  should  there  receive.  Accordingly 
he  went  Before  the  meeting  closed, 
he  kneeled  and  endeavored  to  conse- 
crate himself  to  the  service  of  Grod. 
He  promised  to  erect  the  family  altar. 
"When  he  returned,  it  was  too  late  ;  his 
wife  had  retired,  and,  therefore,  he  ne- 
glected family  worship  till  morning. 
In  the  morning  he  had  little  appetite 
for  breakfast — was  much  agitated,  but 
as  soon  as  they  rose  from  the  table,  he 
took  his  Bible  in  his  trembling  hand, 
and  made  known  to  his  wife  the  reso- 
lution of  the  previous  evening.  A  tear 
trembled  in  her  eye,  as  she  replied, 
"  I  am  glad  you  have."  While  there, 
on  his  knees  pleading  for  mercy,  he  felt 
the  oppressive  load  removed,  and  with 
Thomas  of  old,  could  say  with  perfect 
confidence,  "  My  Lord  and  my  God." 

The  next  afternoon,  I  called,  at  his 
request,  to  converse  with  his  wife. 
She  had  a  young  babe,  and  was  thereby 
deprived  w  the  privilege  of  attending 
any  of  the  meetings.  I  felt  a  deep  in- 
terest in  her  case.  She  exhibited  a 
frankness,  an  intelligence  and  decision 
of  character  seldom  found.  She  had 
no  relatives  in  this  country  but  her 
husband,  a  son  of  six  years  and  her  in- 
fant As  I  sujbsequently  learned,  about 
the  time  of  her  marriage,  she  promised 
herself,  that  she  would  attend  to  the 
subject  of  religion,  whenever  her  hus^ 
hand  should  do  so.  But,  alas — ^they 
had  never  exchanged  a  word  with  each 
other  on  the  subject !  I  found  her  with- 
out any  hope  in  Christ — convinced  of 
her  utter  sinfulness  and  lost  condition ; 
willing,  as  she  supposed,  to  do  any  thing 
in  her  power,  to  obtain  an  interest  in 
Christ.  She  felt  now  is  the  time ;  and 
had  no  excuse  for  not  beginning  at  once 
the  service  of  Christ  Yet,  like  many 
others,  she  seemed  to  suppose  that  some 
previous  work  was  necessary.  I  labored 
to  remove  this  idea,  and  to  lead  her  to 
make  an  waconditional  surrender  of  her- 
self  to  God  and  at  once  to  commence 


with  the  inquirers,  without  gaining  any 
evidence  that  she  had  submitt^  to 
God. 

Next  rooming  I  returned.  I  found 
her  in  the  same  state  of  mind  as  befcNre. 
I  again  presented  the  duty  of  imme- 
diate, entire  consecration  to  Grod.  She 
acknowledged  the  duty,  but  she  had 
no  faith— could  not  let  go  all  else 
and  cleave  to  Christ  I  tried  to  show 
the  ground  of  confidence  in  the  pro- 
mises of  Christ.  She  acknowledfi^ed  it 
sufficient^  but  the  heart  would  not 
follow  the  decision  of  the  intellect 
I  presented  all  the  motives  within  my 
reach  again  and  again,  and  urged  her 
to  make  an  entire  '  consecration,  and 
begin  at  once  the  service  of  God,'  as  we 
united  in  social  prayer.  She  was  calm, 
and  without  apparent  agitation.  Yet  at 
times,  she  would  wipe  the  tear  that 
trembled  in  her  eye  and  occasionally 
fell  upon  the  infant  Uiat  reclined  upon 
her  bosom.  Already,  nearly  one 
and  a  half  hours  had  passed  in  this 
manner.  I  dared  not  leave  her;  yet 
had  now  little  more  to  say,  except  the 
oft  repeated  question,  "Mrs.  M.  wiU 
you  not  now  make  this  consecration, 
while  we  unite  in  prayer."  At  length, 
in  answer  to  the  question,  she  replied 
with  calmness,  yet  decision,  "  Yes,  1 
wUl  try  J*  We  kneeled.  Her  husband 
poured  forth  his  soul  in  prayer  for  his 
beloved  companion.  It  was  a  moment 
of  thrill ing  interest  The  destinies  of  a 
soul  seemed  to  hang  upon  it  It  was 
the  turning  point,  in  her  immortality. 
Her  meek  and  submissive  spirit — ^the 
devotedness  of  her  subsequent  life, 
gave  the  best  of  evidence,  that  she 
did  indeed,  in  that  moment,  yield  her 
heart  up  to  God.  From  that  time,  for 
her  "  to  live  was  Christ,  and  to  die  was 
gain." 

Her  prospect  of  long  life  was  then  as 
fair  as  that  of  others.  But  what  is  hu- 
man lifel  She  was  shortly  after  at- 
tacked with  a  severe  cold,  which  soon 
assumed  an  alarming  aspect,  and  gave 
most  fearful  evidence  that  her  lungs 
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were  rapidly  coiifliitningr.  I  visited  her 
in  Junt^  The  heotic  flush  was  upon  her 
cheek.  Her  voice  had  that  peculiar 
hoarseness)  which  is  indicative  of  thelast 
stages  of  consumption.  Her  strength 
was  nearly  gone»  but  her  love  to  Jesus 
was  strong--her  faith  was  unwavering. 
She  was  aU  submission.  When  first 
conscious  that  she  must  soon  part  with 
earthly  friends,  she  had  looked  upon 
her  babes,  and  with  maternal  solicitude 
exclaimed,  "How  tan  I  leave  youl" 
But  at  this  time  grace  was  triuufiphant, 
and  she  could  say,  **I  can  cheerfully 
leave  my  beloved  husband  and  children 
with  my  Heavenly  Father.  He  will 
provide,"  She  still  felt,  that  if  it  were 
the  will  of  Grod  to  take  the  babe  home 
^rs^  it  would  gladden  her  heart  She 
continued  to  decline  till  September.  A 
few  days  before  her  death,  the  babe,  who 
had  before  been  remarkably  healthy, 
was  taken  ill  and  survived  but  a  few 
hours.  She  fondly  clasped  the  corpse 
to  her  bosom,  saying,  "  My  little  darling, 
God  IS  good,  lie  has  heard  my  prayer. 
We  shall  soon  meet  again,"  The  words 
were  prophetic  One  short  week,  we 
trust,  re-united  them.  Her  parting 
words  to  her  husband  were,  "  Let  your 
light  shine,"  On  the  sixth  of  September 
she  took  her  peaceful  departure  to  join 
her  babe  in  the  world  of  spirits.  We 
trust  that  her  sorrows  are  ended — ^that 
she  rests  in  Paradise. 

Friends  of  Home  Missions,  do  you  regret 
the  self-denial  which  sustained  your  mission- 
ary on  this  field  the  last  year?  Contrast  the 
exit  of  this  soul  with  what  it  probably  would 
have  been,  had  no  missionary  persevering!  y 
urged  the  duty  of  immediate  and  entire  sub- 
mission and  consecration.  Make  her  case 
that  of  your  own  daughter,  far  removed  from 
the  parental  roof  to  the  wild,  rolling  prairies 
of  the  West,  and  then  decide  the  question, 
**  Shall  the  Home  Miaaionary  be  ntatained.** 


9TBTJGGLINO  FOR  LIFE. 

From  Rev.  J,  H,  Prentiss,  NapervUlei 
III 

We  have  learnt  that  the  plats  of  sur- 
veyed  land  in  this  quarter,  have  been  re- 


turned to  the  Land  Ofiice,  and  a  notice 
given  to  the  settlers  to  prove  their  pre- 
emption riffhts;  of  course,  during  the 
year,  the  land  will  undoubtedly  be 
brought  into  market.  You  so  often  hear 
of  the  state  of  things  in  this  country,  that 
you  can  perhaps  anticipate  the  panic 
that  is  created  on  the  eve  of  the  land 
sales.  But,  aside  from  this  new  cause 
oif  anxiety*  the  pecuniary  embarrassment 
of  many  in  this  community,  is  truly  dis- 
tressing. I  believe  that  Christians 
here,  in  general,  prize  the  Gospel,  and 
are  willing  to  do  what  they  can  for  its 
support  When  I  say,  *•  do  what  they 
can,"  I  mean  as  the  term  literally  im- 
ports !  They  do  make  sacrifices.  None 
of  the  members  of  this  church  can  be 
considered  wealthy,  and  nearly  all  are 
more  or  Jess  in  debt  Some  dispense 
with  tea,  cofiee,  and  sugar,  and  almost 
with  decent  apparel,  to  bestow  some- 
thing for  the  support  of  the  Gospel. 
There  is  another  feature,  which,  I 
think  will  be  gratifying  to  your  Society, 
viz.,  a  growing  disposition  here  and  in 
the  community  around,  to  have  a  perma- 
nent ministry  or  pastorship.  The  evils 
of  frequent  changes  are  felt  to  be  very 
great  They  do,  however,  dlmosi  neceu 
sart/y  exist  in  the  new  settlements,  by 
reason  of  the  fluctuating  character  of 
the  population. 

We  have  great  confidence  that  a  people 
who  have  such  views  of  Gospel  institutions, 
and  make  such  sacrifices  to  secure '  thenii 
will  not  be  sufiered  to  fail  of  the  object 


FBOaRESS  OF  FOFULATIOIT. 

A  correspondent  writes  as  follows  .••-^ 

One  word  concerning  the  progress 
we  make  here.  The  former  sheriff  of 
the  county  told  me  last  night)  at  his  own 
house,  where  I  had  been  preaching,  that 
the  district  which  was  Jo-Daviess 
County,  when  he  took  the  census  in 
1835,  and  which  numbered  4038  people, 
had  increased  to  25,000  when  the  cen- 
sus was  taken  last  year.  Within  those 
limits  there  are  Mr.  Hazard,  Mr.  Wm. 
Curtis,  at  Rockford;  Mr.  Brown,  at 
Bloomingville  or  Byron ;  and  Mr.  jGrem- 
mel,  just  arrived  at  Bufi^o  Grove.' 
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From  Rev.  Wm,  Chamberlin^  Mission' 
ary  in  Alton  Presbytery. 

My  laBt  report  was  to  the  25th  of 
July,  1841.  Since  that  time  I  have 
spent  four  Sabbaths  at  Delhi,  six  at 
BrightoD,  eleven  at  Bellvillei  one  at  Car- 
Hnsville,  and  two  at  Greenville.  I  have 
gojuerally  preached  twice  on  the  Sab- 
bath, and  preached  and  held  meetings 
during  the  week  as  I  could  find  oppor- 
tunity. 

BE8ULT»» 

At  Brighton  or  Delhi,  the  temperance 
cause  is  taking  very  deep  root  The 
greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  have 
signed  the  total  abstinence  pledge. 

At  BelleviUe. 

You  will  see  that  I  have  spent  nearly 
half  of  my  time  at  Belleville,  St  Clair 
County.  The  last  of  September^  and 
tlie  first  of  October,  I  had  brother  Gal- 
laher  to  assist  roe  in  a  protracted  meet- 
ing. The  Lord  was  with  us.  Oppo- 
sition to  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer  was 
silenced;  and  there  was  a  genendrush 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Belleville  and  its 
Vicinity  to  the  house  of  God. 

Some  of  the  results  of  the  meeting  are 
the  addition  of  29  members  to  the 
church,  7  by  letter,  and  22  on  a  profes* 
sion  of  their  faith.  The  church  before 
consisted  of  8  members.  A  very  inte- 
resting Bible  class  has  been  established, 
consisting  of  nearly  a  hundred  mem- 
bers,  and  the  Sabbath  school  which  was 
nearly  extinct  has  been  revived.  Ano- 
ther result  is  the  establishment  of  a 
weekly  prayer  meeting,  which  is  well 
attended ;  a  very  interesting  female 
prayer  meeting;  and  meetings  on  the 
Sabbath,  when  they  have  no  minister,  at 
which  times  they  read  sermons^  pi^^y* 
sing,  &c. 

Many  people,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
church,  have  determined  to  build  a  com- 
modious meeting-bouse,  and  have  a 
minister  settled  as  soon  as  possible.  A 
subscription  paper  has  been  circulated 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  meeting- 
house,  and  about  three  thousand  dollars 
have  been  subscribed.  The  members 
of  the  church  are  remarkably  united  in 


sentiment  and  afbction.  In  looking  at 
the  change  that  has  taken  place,  We 
can  only  say,  *^This  is  the  Lord's 
doing,  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.'^ 

At  'OreenvUle. 

From  Belleville  we  went  to  Gran- 
ville, Bond  County,  where  we  found 
the  church  destitute  of  a  minister,  and 
in  great  trouble  about  their  meeting, 
house,  which  was  partly  finished,  but 
about  to  be  sold  for  debt  We  held  a 
meeting  every  day  and  night,  for  two 
weeks.    The  Lord  blessed  our  labors. 

Eleven  persons  were  united  to  the 
church  by  proiiession^  and  about  as 
manv  more  were  hopefully  converted. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  church 
employed  brother  Stewart,  from  Fulton 
County,  to  preach  to  them  one  year, 
and  a  plan  was  devised  whereby  it  was 
hoped  that  they  would  save  their  meet- 
ing-house. In  view  of  what  the  Lord 
has  done  in  this  field>  for  the  last  six 
months,  I  feel  that  we  have  abundant 
reason  to  thank  Grod  and  take  courage. 


Ws  take  the  following  from  the  Congre- 
gational Observer,  published  at  Hartford,  Ct 
Our  readers  will  recognixe  the  writer  as  one 
who  has  often  addressed  them  through  the 
columns  of  the  Home  Missionary,  and  whose 
self-devorion  to  the  work  entitles  him  to  be 
heard.  Although  directed  '*  to  the  ministers 
of  Connecticutj"  the  appeal  is  equally  appro- 
priate to  those  of  any  other  eastern  state. 

APPEAL  TO  THE  MINISTEBS  OF  CONNEC- 
TICUT. 

Messrs.  Editors— I  send  you  the  following 
letter  from  my  excellent  friend  and  brother, 
Mr.  Kent,  to  be  published  in  your  paper,  if 
you  think  proper.  He  makes  an  affecting 
appeal.  I  could  scarcely  read  it  without 
weeping.  O  where  are  our  young  men, 
friends  of  the  Savior,  prepared  or  preparing 
for  the  ministry !  Where  are  our  unemploy- 
ed ministers,  if  such  there  are,  that  such  ap- 
peals are  so  often  made  in  vain?  Has  the 
spirit  uf  primitive  times  ceased  7  Is  the  wil- 
derness too  appalling,  or  the  distant  West 
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too  Ux  removed  from  home  ?  So  the  Savior 
did  not  think  when  he  fasted  and  prayed  in 
the  wilderness.  So  Paul  did  not  think  when 
he,  obedient  to  the  heavenljrcall,  went  ev^ry 
where  preaching  the  Gospel!    J.  Hawks. 

Gdlenoj  Jan,  20,  1842. 

Fathers  and  Brethren — It  is  with 
great  relactance  that  I  obtrude  myself 
upon  your  notice,  but  I  am  "  weary  of 
withholding."  I  am  a  son  of  the  Pil- 
grims. Suffield  gave  me  birth,  and  I 
expect  this  great  valley  will  furnish  roe 
a  grave.  I  am  willing  to  toil,  and  I 
claim  no  sympathy  for  myself ;  but  how 
can  I  endure  to  see  the  destruction  of 
this  people  ? 

Frequent  appeals  have  been  made  for 
ministerial  aid,  but  it  avails  not  Time 
flies,  and  12  years  are  already  gone, 
and  not  a  man  has  come  that  was  will- 
ing to  share  with  me  the  labor  of  build- 
ing on  this  wide  waste.  I  might  stand 
on  Pilot  Nob  (a  mound  in  full  view) 
and  with  the  aid  which  Moses  enjoyed 
when  he  climbed  toPisgah^s  top,  I  might 
count.  Grant  2000,  Green  1000,  Ste- 
phenson 2800,  Carrol  1000,  Jo  Daviess 
^XX),  Clinton  1000,  Jackson  2500,  and 
Dubuque  4000,  eight  contiguous  coun- 
ties, in  which  there  is  no  minister  but 
myself  to  look  after  the  scattered  sheep 
and  to  supply  the  churches  already 
formed  of  our  denomination,  (i.  e.  Pres- 
byterian and  Congregational.)  These 
counties  contain  20,^X)  souls,  (as  you 
mav  see  by  adding  the  figures  above,) 
and  the  number  will  be  multiplied  to 
40^000  in  five  years.  I  could  give  you 
facts  more  in  detail  concerning  these 
counties,  in  six  of  which  I  have  preach- 
ed, and  that  when  there  were  but  three 
counties,  i.  e.  one  in  Illinois,  one  in 
Wisconsin,  and  one  in  Iowa.  But  I 
will  give  you  one  fact  nearer  home,  to 
show  how  many  professing  Christians 
are  scattered  over  tliese  prairies. 

I  can  count  sixteen  Presbyterian  and 
Congregational  professors,  who  have 
within  a  few  months  past  come  from 
the  surrounding  country  to  reside  in 
this  city,  and  by  their  leanness  show 
that  they  have  been  starved — they  shun 
the  prayer  meeting.  Last  week  I  bap- 
ti^  six,  the  household  of  a  widowed 
mother  who  has  been  seventeen  years 
ft  wanderer  from  her  church  in  Vermont, 
ftQd  who  during  that  Icmg  period  has| 
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had  no  opportunity  of  connecting  her- 
self with  the  church. 

Our  last  efiTort  to  meet  the  wants  of 
this  destitute  region  between  Rock  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  was  to  invite  a  la- 
borer from  Central  Illinois  to  occupy 
the  fields  He  was  promised  $500,  and 
prompt  pay  was  pledged  by  a  responsi- 
ble individual.  He  gave  us  encourage- 
ment that  he  would  come ;  but  Uie 
members  of  the'  four  little  churches 
which  he  had  formed  clung  to  him  and 
he  could  not  leave. 

Brethren,  this  is  no  highly  colored 
picture,  but  a  simple  statement  of  facts, 
and  on  these  facts  I  make  my  appeal 
Does  not  this  subject  demand  your  grave 
consideration?  Suppose  that  a  popu- 
lation of  20,000  souls  in  Connecticut 
were  at  a  stroke  to  be  bereft  of  all  their 
ministers  and  churches,  and  schools, 
and  every  means  of  moral  and  intellec- 
tual improvement,  and  to  be  reduced  to 
that  chaotic  state  which  is  exhibited  by 
the  mixed  multitudes  of  these  new  set- 
tlements, would  not  this  fact,  when 
known,  constitute  a  strong  appeal  to 
your  sympathies?  But  your  children 
and  grand-children,  will  many  of  them 
find  a  grave  here,  as  certainly  as  the 
sparks  fly  upward. 

Brethren,  we  do  net  wish  that  we 
should  be  eased  and  you  burdened,  but 
that  there  should  be  an  equality.  Com- 
pare then  the  fields  in  Connecticut, 
where  a  minister  has  charge  of  lOOD 
souls,  and  is  cheered  by  fellow-laborers 
within  six  miles  on  each  side,  with  this 
field  where  there  are  no  ministers  with- 
in forty  miles  north,  fifty  miles  south, 
20  miles  east,  and  100  west;  within 
which  the  population  is  increasing  at 
least  4000  annually ;  and  where  the 
churches  already  formed  are  wasted  by 
Mormonism,  Perfectionism,  and  every 
other  ism.  We  have  no  controversy 
about  Presbjrterianism  or  Congrega- 
tionalism ;  no  controversy  about  Old 
School  or  New  School — about  Taykwr 
or  Tyler-ism.  We  plead  for  help-— 
for  strong  men,  men  that  can  endure 
hardness — ^valiant  for  the  truth  and  wise 
to  win  souls.  Do  you  say  that  you 
have  none  to  spare,  then  surely  the  call 
is  loud  and  imperative  to  pray  the 
prayer  the  Savior  has  taught  us — that 
the  Lord  would  send  forth  more  labcnv 
ers,  and  to  accompany  the  prayer  with 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


THE  HOME  MISSIONARY. 


April, 


jt  siiDDltaiieoiis  0flR)rt  to  arouee  the 
churches  and  prevail  on  parents  to  con- 
lecrate  their  sons  to  the  ministiy.  We 
have  spread  this  cause  before  God  and 
before  his  people,  and  we  have* several 
young  men  who  have  the  ministry  in 
view,  and  two  are  now  preaching  who 
were  mining  eight  years  since.  But  it 
is  impossibfo  to  compress  this  subject 
into  the  limits  of  a  sheet,  and  I  must 
close  with  the  earnest  request  that  you 
will  not  turn  away  with  the  Priest  and 
Levite  and  pass  by  on  the  other  side. 
Were  you  suffering  from  famine.  We 
could  soon  gather  up  ship-lbads  of  corn 
and  wheat  for  your  relief.  But  we  have 
a  famine  of  the  word  of  the  Lord.  An 
appeal  for  help  from  a  little  church  2o 
miles  north  that  has  been  lonff  destitute, 
fays,  "  We  are  starving."  I  have  en- 
ffaged  to  spend  the  next  Sabbath  and 
break  bread  with  them ;  and  the*  Epis- 
copal ckrffyman  has  consented  to  sup- 
ply my  pulpit  and  bring  his  congrega- 
tion with  him.  Brethren,  I  have  now 
made  my  appeal,  and  I  throw  upon  yon 
the  responsibility  of  disposingof  it  May 
the  Almighty  God  bless  the  land  of  my 
father's  sepulchres ! 

AmATus  Kent. 


INDIANA. 
A   ••  TBANSPLAIITID  IXOWIE." 

From  Rev.  8,  Kittredge^  Bedford^  huL 

The  past  has  been  an  eventAil  year 
to  this  little  church — It  has  been  check- 
ered over  with  mercies  and  afflictions — 
with  bright  and  dark  prospects.  At 
the  very  commencement  of  the  year 
we  were  called  to  follow  to  the  grave 
one  of  our  young  members,  whom  we 
all  loved  as  one  of  the  choicest  plants 
in  this  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  She  was 
a  lovely  youth,  possessed  a  well  culti< 
vated  and  well  balanced  mind,  with 
naturally  an  amiable  disposition,  and 
even  temper,  and  was  greatly  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  among 
the  first  converts  under  my  ministry 
here ;  and  in  her  life  and  death,  gave 
wiquestionable  evidence  of  piety.  She 
loved  the  house  of  God,  and  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  gospel — she  was  one  of 


the  most  constant  attendants  on  all  tke 
means  of  grace.  Her  seat  in  the  liouse 
of  God  was  seMom  vacant  cm  the  Sab- 
bath, and  it  was  seldom  that  she  was 
absent  from  the  weekly  prayer  meeting, 
the  monthly  concert,  the  Bible  class, 
or  the  Sabbath  School  In  the  latter 
she  was  a  faithful  teacher.  In  every 
benevolent  enterprise  she  was  ready 
and  active.  During  her  sickness  which 
was  protracted  for  many  months,  dlie 
appeared  to  be  oerfectly  cabn  and  tran- 
quil, and  entirely  resigned  to  the  will 
of  God.  As  death  drew  nearer,  she 
became  more  peaceful  and  happy, — 
sometimes  seemingly  as  happy  as  she 
could  be.  She  conversed  often  and 
freely  on  the  subject  of  religion,  with 
her  friends  and  all  who  visited  her« 
urging  upon  the  impenitent,  the  import- 
ance of  religion  as  the  best  prepara- 
tion for  a  sick  and  dyinff  bed.  She 
died  in  the  triumphs  of  faiUi  on  the  13th 
of  January,  1841,  in  the  25th  year  of 
her  age.  In  her  death  the  church  has 
sustained  a  great  loss.  And  since  the 
close  of  the  year,  we  have  been  called 
to  follow  to  the  grave  another  of  our 
young  members  about  the  same  age. 
Thus  this  little  church  has  been  afflict* 
ed  and  her  strength  weakened. 

PSCUNIABT  LOSSES. 

Our  little  church  has  experienced 
other  trials  and  losses  besides  those 
occasioned  by  death.  The  pecuniary 
pressure,  which  has  been  universally 
felt,  for  several  years  past,  has  been 
constantly  growing  more  and  more  se- 
vere in  this  part  of  the  country,  until  it 
has  swept  over  us,  during  the  past  year, 
like  a  tornado,  laying  desolate,  hiuii- 
dreds  and  thousands  offamiiies.  Tbeiv 
is  scarcely  a  family  connected  with  my 
church,  that  is  not  either  entirely  broken 
up,  or  reduced  to  straitened  circum- 
stances. Several  families  containing 
the  most  active  members  of  our  church, 
have  been  broken  up,  and  have  moved 
away ;  others  in  the  same  situation, 
expect  to  remove  in  the  Spring.  Our 
prospects  have  never  appeared  so  dar]^ 
as  at  the  present  time.  God  evidently 
has  a  controversy  with  us,  and  in  varione 
ways  is  diminishing  our  numbers  and 
our  strength  ;-— and  for  whait  purpose  I 
know  not^—0  that  it  may  be  to  prepare 
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the  way  for  a  blessing.  How  the  Cros- 
pel  is  to  be  supported  here  the  coining 
year  I  know  not ;  my  people  were  able 
to  do  but  little  last  year,  and  they  are 
certainly  less  able  now.  To  ask  for  a 
larger  amount  from  the  Home  Miss.  Soc. 
I  cannot  consent  But  the  Lord  will 
provide. 

In  addition  to  the  trials  above  named, 
during  die  last  three  months  I  have 
been  laid  aside  from  my  labors  the  lar- 
ger part  of  the  time,  by  severe  Bick- 
ness.  But  though  I  have  been  brought 
low,  God  has  raised  me  up— and  to  &m 
I  desire  to  devote  anew  my  life. 


Although  in  reviewing  the  past  year, 
we  find  much  that  calls  for  humiliation 
before  God,  and  much  that  is  calculated 
to  discourage  your  missionary.  Tet 
there  are  some  things  that  call  for  de- 
vout gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church.  Though  ^*  clouds  and  dark- 
ness are  round  about  Johovah ;  right- 
eousness and  judgment  are  the  habita- 
tion of  his  throne."  Brotherly  love 
continues  to  prevail  among  us ;  our  lit- 
tle church  appears  to  be  united  and 
harmonious.  During  the  year,  nine  in- 
dividuals have  been  (Mded  to  this  church, 
mostly  on  examination. 


AffpoinimenU  ty  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  H.  M.  8,,  from  Febrmmry  Igl 

to  3fareh  Ut,  1842. 


Nat  in  eownmUnou  Uut  fear, 
Rer.  Rew  Powell,  Welch  Ch^  Radnor,  O. 
Rer.  John  Powell,  Welch  Ch.,  Newark  and  Bryn- 

berian,  O. 
Rer.  J.  A.  Davies,  Welch  Ch.,  Gallia  co.,  Q. 
Ret.  John  Williams,  Welch  Cb.,  Ebensburg,  Pa. 
Rer.  Ransom  Hawlej,  PatnamviUe  and  Bethany, 

Ind. 
Rer.  Hiram  Marsh,  to  labor  in  Wisconsin. 
Rer.  P.  Montague,  Lower  Norfolk,  N.  Y. 
Rer.  E.  P.  Noel,  Mt.  Zion,  Wableau  and  Hermon 

ehhs..  Mo. 
Rer.  Geo.  Monilaws,  Somers,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Hiram  Foote,  Racine,  Wis. 

Re-appointed. 
Rer.  J.  W.  Eastman,  Rocky  Spring,  O. 


Rev.  B.  O  Springer,  New  Madison,  O. 
Rev.  S.  W.  Rose,  Fredonia,  O. 
Rev.  F.  Kyte,  Liimberland  and  Barry ville,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  D.  F.  Palmer,  Marion,  Va. 
Rev.  Wm.  Graves,  Anderson,  Catmphell,  aad"  Mor- 
gan eo's.,  Ten. 
Rev.  John  Dyke,  Unitia,  ^..  Ten. 
Rev.  Lemuel  Hall,  Virgioia  Settlement,  IlL 
Rev.  E.  J.  Boyd,  Brookljm.  Mich. 
Rev.  8.  Cary,  Lapeer.  Mich. 
Rev.  Geo.  Hornell,  Birmingham,  Mieh. 
Kev.  8.  Cocbran,  Vennontville,  Mich. 
Rev.  P.  W.  Warriner,  to  labor  in  Texas. 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Brown,  Bvron,  lU. 
Rev.  E.  H.  Hazard,  Lyndon,  III. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Naperviile,  IlL 
Rev.  E.  G.  Howe,  Abingdon  and  Mill  Creek,  Dl. 


7%€  Treeuurer  of  the  American  Home  Mitnonary  Society  dthnovledget  the  receipt  of 
the  following  9um$jfrom  February  let  to  March  let,  1842. 


MASSACHUSETTS— 
Hampshire  Miss.  Soc,  vh  t 
Northampton,  1st  Ch.,  Ladies'  H.  M. 
Soc,  $135  i    a  lady,  a  New-Year^s 
offering,  |^         ^ 
Amherst,  1st  Cb.,  Gent,  $45  65;  La- 

dies,  154  08, 
Cash, 
CONNECTICUT— 
Berlin,  Worthington  Soc,  $158  25*,  La- 
dies' Sew.  Soc,  $12  50 }  of  wUcb  $30 
is  to  const.  Edward  L.  Hoyt,  a  L.  M., 
by  Kev.  J.  Whittlesey, 
Darien,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  £.  Whitney, 
Madison,  D.  Crittenden, 
Middietown,  lstCh.,in  addition,  by  H. 

S.Ward, 
New  Preston,  Cong.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  B.  B. 

Parsons, 
Stamford,  Ist  Cong.  Ch.,  by  G.  St  John, 
Trea., 
NEW-YORK— 
Brooklyn,  2d  Cft.,  Ladies*  Assoc 

U  CA.,  ColL,  by  J.  Howard, 
Mrs.  Z.  Lewis,  by  Rev.  W.  B. 
Lewis, 
Mayfield,  Presb.  Ch.,  to  const  Rev.  Jere- 
miah Wood  a  L.  M., 
New-York  City,  viz: 
Central  OA.,  coll., 
Mercer  SL  Ok»t  Mob.  Con.  coR,  by  T. 


155  00 


99  73 
145  27 


170  75 
9  75 
10  00 

95  00 

36  00 

30  00 

95  90 
43  00 

90  00 

39  10 

55  08 


S.  Nelson,  $59  03 ;  J.  Boorman,  $50 ; 
A.  AverilU  to  const  his  daughter 
Miss  Lucy  C.  AveriU  a  L.  M.,  $30 } 
J.A.Cary,$.'>, 
Second  Avenue  Olu,  eolL, 
Spring  St.  Ch.,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Patton, 
$101  62;   Mon.  Con.  coll.,  $12  75; 
ColL,  $98,04;  A.  M.  S.  Scott  $10; 
M.  Clark,  $10 ;  £.  P.  Starr,  $1 ;  Mr. 
Allen,  $5;  £.  J.  Jaquee,  $5, 
J.  L.  Lathrqp, 
NEW-JERSEY— 
Newark,  a  resident, 
Firtt  Ch.,  A.  R,  by  C.  Baldwin, 
Legacy  in  part  of  the  late  Wm.  Camp, 
by  J.N.Tuttle, 
West  Bloomfieki,  Presb.  Cb.,  by  Rev.Mr. 
Fisher, 
EAST  FLORIDA— 
Fort  Clinch,  Cieut  CoL  G.  Loomis,  by 
A.  R.  Kingd»ttry, 
ILLINOIS— 
Hennepin,  Thomas  Hartsell,  by  Rev.  H. 
G.  Pendleton, 
SCOTLAND— 
Cavers,  James  Douglas,  Esq.,  by  Rev.  Dr. 

Skinner, 
Widow's  offering, 


144  03 
16  17 


943  41 
10  00 


100  00 
100 


268  75 
60  00 


98  00 


5  00 


71  34 
500 


$1,817  18 
JASPER  CORNING,  Treaturer. 
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Tks  PkUiuMpkia  Hmiu  Missionarf  Soeietif  ae- 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  the  follounng  sums  duv 
img  Uu  quarter  ending  Jan.  3l9t,  18&',  vi 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  Ist  Presb.  Ch.,  Mi««  M. 
McDonald,  $20 ;  Henry  Duffield,  $l(W 
MiM  Ruth  Irvine,  $10;  Sami.  Wood^ 
$10;  Saml.  Irvine,  $5;  Mrs.  C.  Duncan, 
$5;  Mary  S.  Campbell,  $3;  N.  W. 
Wood,  $3:  Saml.  Elliot,  $3;  Thomas 
Trimble.  $2;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puller,  $3 ; 
Martha  Duncan,  $2  ;■  Wm.  Craighead, 
$4 ;  8aml.  Mulvary,  $2 ;  Ross  Lamber- 
ton,$2;  Geo.  Cart.  ^;  Mrs.  Hender- 
son. $2 ;  others,  $26  25 ;  by  Rev.  Wm. 
T.  Sprole ;  T.  Urie,  Esq.,  $5 ;  per  H. 
Duffield,  Esq.,  121  S5 

Philadelphia,  through  the  Post-Office, 
addressed  to  Rev.  A.  Barnes,  for 
Michigan,  5  00 

Marple,  Pa.,  (Presb.  Ch.,)  collection  in 
church,  $30 ;  Fern.  Miss.  Soc,  $20  25,      50  25 

Wantage,  N.  J.,  1st  Presb.  Ch.,  balance 
of  coll.  to  const.  Mrs.  McReynolds  a 
Life  Member,  S8  00 

Wantage,  N,  J.,  2d  Presh.  Ch.,  collection 

in  church,  93  01 

East  Whiteland,  Pa.,  Presb.  Ch.,  26  00 

Stanhope,  M.  J.,  coll.,  by  Rev.  Enos  A. 
Osborne,  25  00 

Saccasunnaf  N.  J.,  to  const.  Rev.  D,  E. 
Megie  a  L.  M.,  31  85 

Deckertown,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.  to 
const.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Wood  a  L.  M.,  30  00 

North  Hardiston,  N.  J.,  Rev.  J.  Camp- 
bell, $3;  J.  Linn,  $3;  D.  Haines,  $5; 
H.  W.  Ogden,  $3;  Chas.  Wade,  $2; 
Dr.  L*1lDmm«dieu,  $5;  J.  Cole,  $2; 
DtherK,  ^U  n, 

We«trM3ld,  N.  J.,  balance  of  coll.  by  Mr. 
Tow  nicy, 

Dover,  Vi,  J.,  Man. Con.  coll.,  $26  13;  S. 
Beeee,  $2^  J.  Fuller,  $2;  T.  Berry, 
^l  ethers,  IB  87, 

Eoekaway,  N,  ^.,  eoll.  in  part,  $37;  bal. 
Df  cdIL,  7d  c:ty..  Post  Note  Morris  Canal 
Dniikt  |)  I  Fnm.  Miss.  Soc^  to  const. 
Bilf>^  FJaiHii  Juckson  a  L.  M.,  $30, 

Fktibu(>^ki,  Pa.  3d  Presb.  C^.,  D.  Bosh- 
udl.  %'^\  L  ticboonmaker,  $10, 

Parsippany,  N.  J.,  coll.  ia  church, 

Hanover,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch.,  coll.  to  const. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Johnson  a  L.  M., 

Springfield,  N.  J.,  Presb.  Ch.,  collection. 

Basking  Ridge,  N.  J.,  Mrs.  C.  McEewen, 
$10;  A.  McEowen,  $5, 

lltii  Presb.  Ch.,  Phila.,  baL  of  coIL  of 
$178  78,  by  Ed.  Sprague, 

Hamilton ville,  Presb.  Ch.,  Pa^ 

Lower  Merion,  Lutheran  Ch.,  by  Rev. 
£.  Towne, 

Herrick,  Pa.,  Mr.  Barritt,$l;  Arrsraf, 
Pa.,  $5  62 ;  Brooklyn,  Pa.,  $2  50 ;  Gib- 
son, Pa.,  by  Rev.  8.  Cook,  $5  75, 

Christiana,  Del.,  Rev.N.  Patterson,  $10} 
A.  P.Shannon, $5;  ethers, $6, 

AUentowa,  Pa.,  collection  in  part, 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Hanover  st  eh., 

Reading,  Pa.,  Mon.  Con.  collection, 

5th  Presb.  Ch.,  Phila.,  Thomas  Earp, 

Honesdale,  Pa.^  Fern,  Miss.  Soc, 

Mount  Pleasant,  Wayne  co..  Pa.,  baL  of 


eolL  by  Rev.  D.  Hlgby,  $7;  coH.  by 
&ev.Mr.Belden,$40  14, 

Central  Ch.,  Northern  Liberties,  L  Ash- 
mead,  Esq., 

Central  Ch.,  Newark,  N.  J., 

Bethany,  Pa.,  oott.  in  church,  $56  85;  in 
Honesdale,  Pa.,  $44  09,  by  J.  Tonrey, 
Esq.,  $30  of  which  to  const.  Rev.  J. 
Milteri^L.M., 


46  17 
825 

41  00 

68  75 

30  00 
25  62 

41  24 
37  00 

15  00 

18  75 
8  15 

300 

14  87 

91  00 
73  47 
86  00 
50  00 
20  00 
17  00 

47  14 

10  00 
37  65 


100  25 


Harford,  bal.  of  colL  in  chvreh,  ^ 

Whippany,  N.  J.,  coll.  in  church, 
Frankford,  N.  J.,  coll.  in  church. 
New  Foundland,  N.  J.,  eoUeetion, 
West  Milford,  N.  J.,  collection, 
Sparta,  N.  J.,  collection  in  part, 
Unionville,  N.  Y.,  $18  25;  West  Town, 

N.Y.,$12  87. 
Boonton,  N.  J.,  collection  in  part, 
Bloomfield,  N.  J.,   Mon.  Con.,  $30  13; 

colL  in  ch.,  $62  16, 
1st  Presb.  Ch.,  Newark.  N.  J.,  John  Tay- 
lor, $100;  Wm.  Rankin,  to  const  his 
son  Ed.  B.  Rankin  of  N.  Y.,  a  L.  M., 
$30;  Miss  Hunter,  to  const,  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Hunter,  a  L.  M.,  $30; 
Silas  Condit,  in  part  to  const,  himself 
a  L.  Mm  $15 ;  Isaac  Baldwin,  $80 ;  Isaac 
Nichols,  $20;  J.  N.  Tuttie,20;  S.  P. 
Smith,  $15 ;  C.  Carter,  $10 ;  E.  Conger, 
$10 ;  D.  Colton,  $10 ;  E.  Van  Antwerpy 
$10;  A  Friend,  $10;  A.  Nichob,  $5; 
H.  H.  Nichols,  $5 ;  Druce  St  Bosworth, 
$5;  D.  H.  Porter,  $5;  Cash,  $5;  J. 
Ogden,  $5;  Robt.  Nichols,  $5;  M.  B. 
Coe,$5;  J.  Baldwin,  $5;  A.  S.  Day, 
$5;  E.  B.  Poineer,  $5;  O.  W.  King, 
$5 ;  Cash,  $3 ;  Cash,  $4 ;  Mrs.  J.  Carey, 
$3;  Cash,  $5;  C.  Q,  Macknet,  $3;  J. 
P.  Jackson,  $2;  J.  C.  Hornblower,$5; 
Myer,  $3 ;  various  others,  $19,  (as  far 
as  collected,) 
8d  Church,  Newark,  N.  J.,  collection, 
3d  Church,  Newark,  N.  J.,  coll.  in  part, 
Hevrich,  Pa.,  coll.  by  Mr.  Belden, 
Premium  on  Eastern  funds,        , 


50  00 

225 

973 

30  00 

16  00 

20  00 

31  IS 

47  87 

88  89 


426  00 
126  87 
159  68 
11  63 
13  13 


$2,178  15 
E.  R.  FAIRCHILD.  C«r.  See.P.  B.MS. 
PkOadelpkiat  Feb,  let,  1842. 


Rev.  Flavel  Baeecm 

the  following  tuau  in] 

Chicago,  Presb.  Ch., 
Elgin,  a  Lady, 
Juliet,  Union  Ch., 
Lockport, 
Peru,  Presb.  Ch., 
Princeton,  Cong.  Ch.» 


■M  the  recent  of 

75  35 
37 
300 
125 
&I8 
3  13 

$86  38 


Rees^U  of  tiU  Oentrat  Agene§  at  VHea,  JX,  Y^ 
from  Jan,  \Ath,to  Yeh,  2414,1848. 

Fayetteville,  by  A.  C.  Tattle,  25  00 

Hannibal,  by  S.  Clark,  10  60 

Lenox,  by  H.  K.  W.  Bunce,  3  00 

Leyden^  by  K.  Evans,  13  00 
MezicoviHev  coll.,  $9  50;  P.  CbMidler 

L.  M.,  io  part,  $10,  19  50 

New'Haven,  17  80 

New  Lisbon,  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Hellister,  10  00 

Otego,  hy  Rev.  F.  Janes,  85  00 
Rome,  First  Ch.,  coll.,  $^  ;  J.  W.  Bloom. 
field,  to  const.  Rev.  Selden   Havnes 
and  Mrs.  Catharine  Haynes,  Life  Men- 

bers,  $60,  93  00 

St.  Lawrence,  D.  M.  S. ,  by  J.  Saskh,  Trea^  151  14 
Salem  and  Newport,  by  Rev.  8.  A.  WU- 

liams,  85  OO 

Smyrna,  Deae.  Isaac  Foote,  Jr.,  10  00 

Stow's  Square,  by  W.  Wolcott,  4  19 
Westford,  eolk,  $87  07 ;  Deu.  J.  Kelso, 

Ez'r.  of  esute  of  Horace  Kelso,  $100,  187  07 

Whitesbore,byReT.&L.OgdeB,  8^75 

$570  OS 


X 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


lyovii^^^a 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


ioogle 


